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EDITORIAL 
May has always been a special month whether it is dancing around a 
maypole or students jumping off bridges in Cambridge. 
 

Spring, the sweet spring, is the year’s pleasant king, 
Then blooms each thing, then maids dance in a ring, 
Cold doth not sting, the pretty birds do sing: 
Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo! 
The palm and May make country houses gay, 
Lambs frisk and play, the shepherds pipe all day, 
And we hear aye birds tune this merry lay: 
Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo! 

Thomas Nashe, Spring the Sweet Spring, 1590 
 

The sun was warm but the wind was chill. 
You know how it is with an April day. 
When the sun is out and the wind is still, 
You’re one month on in the middle of May. 
But if you so much as dare to speak, 
a cloud comes over the sunlit arch, 
And wind comes off a frozen peak, 
And you’re two months back in the middle of March. 

Robert Frost 
Perhaps we should chose which of these views of May suit us best 
up in our hills, the country joys of Thomas Nashe or the rather cyni-
cal realism of Robert Frost. 
 
However, there is no room for cynicism in this month’s letter: reci-
pes again for Cheese Twists (à la Delia) and Topsham Fruit Loaf; 
gardening tips and a quest for the elusive Mexican Marigold (Tagetes 
Minuta), and Molly Coddle is about to leave us again it appears as 
she threatens to become the unwanted relative in a bikini at the end 
of a bus pass – though surely she’s not old enough! (for the bus 
pass.) 

Best wishes to all our readers. 

David Bleloch & Jon Mayled 

While the editors welcome material for publication in the ‘CBO News’, they do not guarantee that any item will be included or will 
appear in a particular edition.  They reserve the right to edit or shorten any items which are used.  Publication is in good faith and 
does not imply accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed. 

 

DEADLINE DATE 

Edition Closing date 
June Wed 14 May 
July Fri 13 June 
August Fri 11 July 
September Wed 13 August 
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SEWING MACHINE SERVICING                                   TELEPHONE  - 01823 601465 
DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL                                                           or  01823 601347 
 

IAN HOOPER 
SOUTH WEST REGIONAL SERVICE CENTRE 

 
COME TO THE REAL EXPERTS 

 
ALL MAKES REPAIRED                                                        FULL GUARANTEES 
FREE ESTIMATES                                                                          PROMPT SERVICE 
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THINKING ALOUD … 
 
Thoughts from the Blackdown Benefice Churches 
www.blackdown.org.uk 
 
Dear Friends, 
If I’ve heard it once, I’ve heard it a dozen times recently, and in all 
shorts of contexts: achieve so and so, buy so and so, do so and so 
and it will ‘change your life’. Do we really believe that if we buy into 
a certain lifestyle, win  a competition, or start eating a new brand of 
yogurt it will change us? Do we want to change, and what changes 
do we want to make? 
I found myself just today at school talking to a very unsettled four-
teen year old and pointing out to him that the angry place in which 
he found himself could only be changed into something better if he 
made the change himself.  I hope that I at least made him think. In 
our Christian lives, the gospel which we try to live has at its heart 
something so dynamic in the shape of Jesus Christ, that its effect is 
to change not only our lives, but potentially every single person with 
whom we come into contact. 
Something of a daily challenge, because it doesn’t distinguish be-
tween people we like and feel drawn to and those who are the oppo-
site! 
The relative of someone I visited recently before a funeral made me 
think how far the words we write in this magazine or the words we 
speak reach out to touch people. He said that although he was not 
living in the parish, the magazine he had passed on was read cover 
to cover, and he prayed for our benefice and all its doings. One nev-
er knows the where, or the how, or the when our faith ripples out to 
others. 
Love and blessings to you all, 

Doris 

WANTED: 
Do you have an old fridge or freezer in working order that you 
would be willing to donate to the Beer Festival? If so please contact 
Maggie on 601563. We will collect. 
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CHURCH SERVICES – May – 2008 
 

  

1 May (Thurs) 1930 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW) 
Ascension Day  
 
4 May 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Easter 7 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
   
11 May 0800 Corfe Holy Communion (BCP) 
Pentecost 1030 Birchwood Holy Communion (BCP) 
(Whit Sunday) 1030 Churchstanton Morning Worship (CW) 
 1030 Otterford Family Service 
 1030 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW) 
 1800 Buckland St Mary Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 1830 Corfe Compline (CW) 
  
18 May 0830 Pitminster Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity Sunday 1030 Churchstanton Family Service 
 1030 Corfe Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Morning Worship (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (CW) (Sunday School) 
 1830 Otterford Compline (CW) 
 
25 May 0830 Churchstanton Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 1 1030 Otterford Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Public Worship - Communion by Extension (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Family Service 
 1830 Corfe Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 
1 June 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 2 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
  
Readers and Sidesmen for Buckland St Mary and Birchwood 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
4 May 0830 Pam Hull Acts 1:6 – 14 Gordon Board 
  Vicki Bell John 17:1 – 11 Ann Hales 
11 May 1030 Richard W-Smith Acts 2:1-21 Peter Reed 
  Peter Reed John 7:37-39 
 1800 William Kennard Acts 2:1-21 Ian Cumming 
  Roy Harkness John 7:37-39  
18 May 1100 Pam Martin 2 Cor 13:11-end Ian Cumming 
  Andrew Bell Matthew 28:16-20 Bill Butt 
25 May 1100 Richard Lupton Levit 19:1,2,9–18 Gordon Board 
  Claire Bleloch Matthew 5:38-end Barbara Board 
1 June 0830 Jean Watkis Rom 1:16-17 and 3:21-26 
  Sandie Potts Matthew 7:21-end 
Readers for Otterford 
  Readers 
11 May 1030 Ann Grabham Acts 2.1-21  
  Claire Bleloch John 7.37-39 
25 May 1030 Pam Hull Leviticus 19:1,2,9–18  
  Cliff Wright Matthew 5:38-end  
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SERVICES AT BISHOPSWOOD CHAPEL 
Family Worship     
 10.30 am - 11.15 am  
Refreshments     
 11.15 am onwards 
Communion + Evening Service    6.30 pm - 7.45 
pm 

Readers and Sidesmen for Churchstanton 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
4 May 1030 Sandra Aldworth Acts 1:6 - 14 Claudia Gill 
  Gill Dennis John 17:1 - 11 
11 May 1030 David Dobinson Acts 2.1-21 Sylvia Pike 
  Christine Bradbeer John 7.37-39 
18 May 1030 Barbara Simpson Isaiah 40.12-17, Shirley Hooper 
   and 27-end 
  Shirley Hooper Matthew 28:16-20  
25 May 0830 Christopher Poole Levit. 19:1,2,9–18 Kathleen Hunt/ 
  Chris Hopcraft Matthew 5:38-end Margaret Crabb 
1 June 1030 Joyce Lockyer Deut 11:18-21,26-28 Claudia Gill 
  Bill Morris Matthew 7:21-end 

FOOTPATHS IN BUCKLAND 
ST MARY PARISH 

Now that spring has arrived and our hedgerows and 
woods are ablaze with the yellow of celandine and 
daffodils, people’s thoughts might turn to strolling 
in our beautiful countryside.  In Buckland St Mary 
we are indeed fortunate in having many public foot-

paths which are in the main well sign-posted.  However there are a 
few deficiencies and hindrances along some paths. 
We have two footpath wardens in the parish who try to make sure 
the paths are useable.  If anyone comes across any footpath prob-
lems that we may have overlooked, please contact one of us on ei-
ther 01460-234490 or 01460-234208, and we shall try to sort it out.   
Happy walking. 
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CHURCHINFORD PRE-SCHOOL AND 
DAYCARE 

We are proud to offer: 
 

 
 

Caring and experienced staff 
Bright and inviting premises 
Happy, lively environment 

Large secure outside play area 
Flexible sessions 

We are open 9-3 daily during term time for 2 year olds and above 
For our prospectus, please telephone: 

Kate Burns on 07815 440757 or visit us at the rear of Churchinford 
Village Hall. 

www.churchinfordchildcare.co.uk 

Community Shop 
For those of you who were unable to attend the 
meeting on March 17th at Churchinford Village Hall 
there was an excellent turnout with around 150 at-
tending (standing room only).  
We heard a presentation from two representatives 

of the Post Office on the proposals to reduce the Churchinford Post 
office hours to 13 per week. It was obvious that no one, other than 
the two Post Office Representatives, could see the sense of this pro-
posal. The meeting agreed that representation should be made to 
the Post Office to reconsider their decision and this letter has now 
been sent. A final decision is expected from the Post Office some-
time in May.  
The meeting then discussed the establishing of a Community Shop 
as Martin and Fay, who have served the community well for the last 
twenty years, indicated a desire to retire at some point in the future. 
The meeting heard an outline of how the communities affected could 
set up a community shop. It was agreed by the meeting that a com-
mittee/working party should be established to investigate how this 
may be achieved. 
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A.C. POTTER 
 

GENERAL 
BUILDING 

 

HOUSEHOLD 
MAINTENANCE 

 
Telephone: 01823 601405 

 
Mobile: 07970 840173 

 

Digital TV and Satellite 
Specialists 

 

Aerial and Satellite systems 
installed and upgraded. 

Freeview, Sky Digital, Sky TV. 
TV, FM, DAB, Digital, Terrestrial. 

Multipoint viewing. 
 

Free quotation and installation 
advice. 

01823 680190 
07766 522336 

A good number of people at the meeting expressed a willingness to 
serve on this committee/working party. In addition those at the 
meeting were asked to indicate whether they would be willing to as-
sist as volunteers in the shop and also provide financial help to ena-
ble the shop to be set up and a good response was received. 
The first meeting of the committee/working party will be held to-
wards the end of April, it was not possible earlier due to the absence 
of a number of its members. However time has not been wasted as 
a number of preliminary discussions have been held with outside 
parties who may be able to assist. 
Future editions of the CBO News will contain details of the progress 
in establishing the community shop. 

Richard Badman 

Kids’ Cookery Corner 
This month we have been again cooking with our 
younger children. We notice that even the great De-
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lia Smith has turned cheat in her latest series and if it’s good 
enough for her it’s good enough for us!! 
Rather than struggle with clouds of flour and a sticky mess we have 
used shop bought pastries to create some cheesy snacks. Hope you 
like this recipe for cheese twists – we did! 
 

Cheese Twists makes approx. 20 
350g ready-made puff pastry 
50g grated cheddar cheese 
Beaten egg 
Preheat oven to 220oC / 425oF / Gas mark 7 
Roll out the pastry into a rectangle approximately 25cm by 20cm. 
Brush it with egg. Sprinkle the cheese over half the rectangle 
Fold the pastry over the cheese to make a sandwich and roll it flat. 
Trim the edges with a knife. Brush the sandwich with egg. 
Cut the sandwich lengthways into 20 strips. Twist each strip several 
times and press the ends onto a greased baking tray. 
Bake for 10 minutes until crisp and golden brown. 
Put on a wire rack to cool. Best eaten on the day they are made! 

Churchstanton School Lets Get Cooking Club 

25 YEARS AGO 
 BUCKLAND BROWNIES. 

On April 15th we gave the Hall a “SPRING CLEAN”. 
Thank you to Mrs K. Jeffery who came along to 
test, and passed, the following for House Orderly 

Badges:- Maureen Cox, Emma Dyer, Martha Evans, Joy Prince, Amy 
Spencer, Tracy Weeks & Lisa Wyatt. Well done, girls! Martha Evans 
has also gained her Book Lovers Badge this month. On May 6th the 
four sixes are doing their own thing for MAY DAY, each one choosing 
their own MAY QUEEN. 
We are taking part in an Exhibition of Youth Work in CHARD Guild-
hall on Saturday May 14th. This starts off with a parade through 
Chard and the Exhibition is open all day to allow the public to see 
what organisations are available for young people in the area, and 
the kind of work they do. The Brownie programme is divided into 
eight parts, and we are showing two – Brownies Make Things, and 
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HEMYOCK VETERINARY SURGERY 
 

29A STATION ROAD, HEMYOCK (Just below the Spar) 
 

A mixed practice, providing friendly advice and service to all sectors 
of the community, from hammy hamsters to prize dairy herds. 

 
We are here to help. 

 
SURGERY TIMES 

 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 4.00 PM - 6.00 PM 

TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY 10.00 AM - 10.30 AM 
AND 4.00- 6.00 PM 

 
For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, 

please call (01404) 42750 or (01823) 681067 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
 

GRAHAM ROBOTHAM 
 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

FLOOR & WALL TILING 
BLOCK & STONE WALLING 

PATIOS, PONDS & WATER FEATURES 
GARDENING & MAINTENANCE 
HOUSEHOLD MAINTENANCE 

 

FOR A FRIENDLY, RELIABLE SERVICE, CALL GRAHAM ON 
HOME:- 01823 602729 

MOBILE:- 07881 578937 

Brownies are Friendly. If you are shopping in Chard on May 14th, 
pop into the Guildhall - it would be nice to see some familiar faces. 
Two of our Brownies, Georgia and Joy Prince who live at Marsh are 
off to New Zealand at the end of May for a three month holiday, vis-
iting their grandparents. We all wish them a lovely holiday, and 
when they return they will be able to tell us about New Zealand 
Brownies, as arrangements have been made for them to visit a 
Pack. 
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HEATHFIELD 
GARDEN 

CONTRACTORS 
 

General & Heavy Garden 
Work 

Garden Clearance & all 
Groundworks 

Garden Landscaping, 
Rockeries, Pools, Lawns,  
Patios, Drives & Pathways 

 

Post & Rail & Stock Fencing 
 

Mini Digger Hire 
 

JR HAWKER 
Tel.: 01823 680713 (Home) 

07989 549021 (Mobile) 

Free Quotations 

 

JOHN BOYS 

 

ELECTRICAL 
& 

PLUMBING 
SERVICES 

 

ALL TYPES OF 
INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN 

 

“The Retreat” 
Brimley Hill 

Churchstanton TA3 7QH 
 

Home  – 01823 601146 
   Mobile – 07899 908914 

“Simply Massage” 
with  

Trudi Farmer I.T.E.C. 
Aromatherapist 

 
Stiff neck? 
Aching shoulders? 
Headaches? 
Back pain? 
Anxiety and stress? 

 

Massage relieves tired,    
aching muscles,  releases 

tension and gives a profound 
sense of well-being. 

 

TEL: 01404 861421 
for an appointment   

 

GARDEN DESIGN, CLEARANCE, 
PLANTING & MAINTENANCE 

 

 hedge trimming/laying 
 turfing & mowing (large or small) 
 strimming, weeding & pruning etc. 
 

 paving & decking 

 groundwork 
 fencing 
 walling (incl. dry stone) 
 sheds (supply &/or erection) 
 

ALL RUBBISH REMOVED: INSURED;FRIENDLY & 
EXPERIENCED: EXCELLENT REFERENCES & 

COMPETITIVE SERVICE 

Home & Garden 
Tel. 01823 667714 

www.homegardenservices.co.uk 
homegardenservices@hotmail.co.uk 

CH LANDSCAPING 
Tel. 01823 667714 

www.chlandscaping.co.uk 
chlandscaping@hotmail.co.uk 
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BLACKDOWN HILLS  
GARDENING CLUB 

The March meeting of the B.H.G.C. commenced with 
the Chairman Mr. Graham Salmon announcing with re-
gret the passing away of one of our most staunch 
members Mrs. Joan Sharland. Business then got under 
way with information given by Mrs. Ann Salmon about 

forthcoming outings. There were still places on the CBO Bus going to 
the South West Alpine Flower Show in Exeter hosted by the Alpine 
Garden Society on 29th March. There were also spaces on the trip 
from Bishop’s Lydeard to Minehead by Steam Railway to view the 
hedgerows and surrounding countryside on the 20th April. The mid-
summer outing of July/August had still to be decided upon bearing 
in mind the possible lack of transport i.e. coaches during that holi-
day period. The Alpine Garden Society had also arranged a lecture 
on paeonies by Lady Christine Skelmersdale to be held in Longdown 
village hall on Thurs. 20th March. Graham then reminded members 
of future meetings including a talk on ‘Flowers of the Blackdown 
Hills’ by Dr. David Allen in April and the Otter Nurseries trip in May. 
Mrs. Vera Manning informed that tubs and planters could be taken 
along and members would be advised by staff at the nurseries on 
different methods of planting. June l8th would see a ‘Gardener’s 
Question Time’ and members were asked to submit any questions in 
writing preferably before 21st May. 
Graham then introduced our speaker for the evening Mr. Roger 
Stuckey, the Chairman of the Exeter branch of the Alpine Garden 
Society. His enthusiasm for his subject was evident as he expertly 
took us through the different ways of growing alpines. A rockery he 
informed us was not necessary as plants could be grown in troughs, 
on dry stone walling, rock scree and even partial shade. The most 
important thing to consider was drainage and existing soil could be 
improved by a 6” layer of chippings to create the most favourable 
conditions for growing these little plants. Acid or lime soil would 
grow most specimens as long as their roots were kept cool and a top 
dressing of mulch would achieve this effect and also give a pleasing 
cosmetic appearance. As with every plant alpines host different 
pests and diseases including mice, voles, weeds (of course!) aphids 
and ants. There are also the four legged variety of pest such as rab-
bits and deer. Thousands of people worldwide grow alpines and the 
home of the National Alpine Garden Society is Pershore College in 
Worcs. On joining the society would-be members have access to six 
thousand species of seed. Mr. Stuckey then proceeded with a suc-
cession of slides of plants growing in his own garden at home and 
also at Kew Gardens and the R.H.S. garden at Wisley in Surrey. 
Specimens such as ariculas, windowsill orchids, gentians, tulips, iris, 
Clematis, dwarf rhododendron, Spanish thrift, saxifraga, fritillarias, 
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and cyclamen to name but a few were shown on slides taken both in 
the garden and at various society shows. The last view was of a va-
riety of pots filled with flowers made entirely of sugar exhibited at a 
recent Exeter show-they entirely deceived the eye!! 
After questions invited from the floor Mr. Stuckey was thanked by 
the Chairman. Plants were also available from Mr. Stuckey’s stall. 
Teas were served by Bernice and Michael Pick and the raffle was or-
ganised by Edith Morris. New members AND VISITORS will be made 
most welcome at any of the forthcoming meetings which always 
take place on the third Wednesdays of each month at Churchingford 
Village Hall at 7.30 pm. 

Gill Dennis 

Hello All. 
Do you ever feel that there are things in your com-
munity that you would like to change or improve-
ments you would like to suggest but don’t know who 
to approach?  Well, this month I’d like to draw your 
attention to PACT. 
This stands for ‘Partners And Communities Together’ 

and the aim of PACT is to allow you all, as members of the commu-
nity, to help identify issues that affect your quality of life. 
The PACT panel is chaired by a non-police representative.  Partners 
and interested parties considered to sit on a team would be a repre-
sentative from, for example, Housing Association, Parish Councillor, 
Licensees, Education, Health, Fire or Faith Group. 
The purpose of the PACT panel is to agree a realistic and achievable 
course of action to address the priority issues identified by the com-
munity within an agreed timescale.  Following the PACT meeting the 
panel will agree the actions to be taken by each of the organisations 
represented for the top priorities chosen by you, the members of the 
community.  They will then report on the progress made at the next 
PACT meeting. 
If you would like more information about PACT activity in our area 
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you can reach me on Voicemail 01823 363287 and 70106 at the 
prompt or visit www.avonandsomerset.police.uk and enter your 
postcode to view your local priorities.  Usual number 0845 456 7000 
for all requests for assistance. 
Regards until next month. 

PCSO 9240 Donna Langdon 

Country Councillor at Large 
The number of people who attended the public meeting In Church-
inford recently to discuss the future of the post office just showed 
how much people in the Blackdown parishes care about their local 
services and local community. This week I wrote to the minister and 
the relevant post office authorities to raise a formal objection in my 
role as leader of Taunton Deane borough council to the post office 

closure pro-
posals. I am also 
going to support 
all the good work 
that the team set 
up by Richard 
Badman and oth-
ers is doing to 
look at the future 
of the post office 
service in 
Churchinford. 
This month I am 
visiting various 
local groups to 
hand over 

DAVID GARROD 
 

QUALITY CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
 

Cupboards, Kitchen cabinets, 
Wardrobes, Shelving, Doors etc. 

 

Tel/Fax 01404 890135 
Dunkeswell, Honiton, EX14 4QH 
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     TEL: 01460 62140 (EVENINGS) OR MOBILE: 07887 572908  

    W INDOW S AND DOORS MADE & FITTED 
KITCHENS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
TIMBER & LAMINATE FLOORS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
W ARDROBES BUILT & FITTED 
ALTERATIONS/REPAIRS “NO JOB TOO SMALL” 
LISTED BUILDING JOINERY W ORK 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY by LANCE WALLIS  

 
FREE ESTIMATES  

&  
ADVICE 

cheques I am awarding from my ward community budget to local 
organizations. This fund is awarded to all county councillors to make 
small awards to groups in the ward they represent. This month I am 
awarding £100 to the Bishopswood players, £100 to the Church-
inford pre school, £200 to the Churchinford village hall committee 
and £200 to the Otterford leisure project. All of these are excellent 
local groups and I am pleased to support them 

Ross Henley 

Churchstanton  
Parish Council 

An attendance of six Parish Councillors, one Bor-
ough Councillor, two parishioners and the Clerk set 

the scene for the April Meeting of the Parish Council. Cllr Berry occu-
pied the Chair in the absence of the poorly, sick Cllr Strange who 
was laid up, recuperating from surgery. The Meeting sent its very 
best wishes to Nick for a speedy and complete recovery. 
SC Cllr Henley was not present so TDB Cllr Thorne was “first up” to 
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Friendly reliable service covering: 
 

 Buildings – Agricultural, Equestrian, Stable 
Blocks, Garden Sheds etc.  

 Fencing – Residential and Agricultural 
 Landscaping – Garden walling, Patios, 
      Decking etc. 
 Hedge Laying, Scrub Clearance, Drainage 
 Lakes, Ponds and Water features 
 

   A wide range of  
   household maintenance 
 

For free estimates contact: 
Russ:  07815 059823 
Billy:  07971 582320 
Tel / Fax: 01823 602711 
Email:  everreadyltd@tiscali.co.uk  

No job is too big or small 

Inside or Out! 
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Applications For Planning 

Scale Drawings 
 

Personal and Professional                 
Service 

 

Call Katy on: 01823 601359 

 
 

e-mail:  
kjpartridge@btinternet.com 

 

Experienced 
Painter & Decorator 

Coving, tiling and  
handyman jobs around 

the home. 
 

John Martin 
07999 919698  

DRY LOGS FOR 
SALE 

 

For details please telephone 
 

Nigel Hodges 
 

Mob.: 07912213535 or 
01823 601408 

give his views on happenings at The Deane House. Matters that at-
tracted his attention during the month of March included Post Office 
closures, laughably known to Post Office Ltd as the “Network 
Change Plan”, PO Ltd are a bit coy about how many local complaints 
there have been (about Churchinford PO that is) but, by the end of 
March, there had been almost two thousand in the “Bristol & Somer-
set Area”; the “Task & Finish” Group has set up tasks but not been 
able to finish them in the allotted period - extra time is being 
played; TDBC has obtained £100,000.00 of central government 
money, to which it is adding £50,000.00 of its own, to acquire new 
and improve old gypsy sites (no comment); TDBC has reduced its 
forward budget commitment to providing PCSOs from £80,000.00 to 
£28,000.00 (apparently sufficient for one and a bit PCSOs) – see 
previous sentence; Development Management/Planning continues to 
give cause for concern especially on the “enforcement” front and on 
the inability to spend its annual budget. Cllr Thorne felt that work 
currently being carried out in the vicinity of the Pay Chalets is an 
indication of Development Management’s failure to manage develop-
ments. 
Mr Badman, wearing his Neighbourhood Watch hat, said that March 
had been fairly quiet on the crime front with only three incidents re-
ported. More recently, there had been an incident at Three Corners 
Wood where, in the pursuit of “enjoyment”, about thirty youths had 
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Lower Colley Farm, Livery 
Yard 

Friendly, family run yard with owners living on site. 
Outdoor school, all year turnout, secure, well lit yard. 

Part or Full liveries, Schooling or Breaking. 
Does your horse need a holiday? 

 

Contact Carey for details. 
Mobile 07977 545470   Home 01460 234026 

E-mail careycollett@btinternet.com 
Lower Colley Farm, Buckland St Mary, Chard, 

TA20 3QD 

indulged in wanton damage (to the field and to the “furniture”) and 
general pollution of this community space. At about the same time, 
an ensign was stolen from a property in Moor Lane. To the thieves it 
was, no doubt, simply a flag but who knows what memories it might 
hold for the owner. And anyway, theft is a crime and it would be a 
sound idea if the perpetrators were to return the ensign to its right-
ful owner.  
And now, back to the Meeting… wearing his potential Community 
Shop/Post Office hat, Mr Badman said that preparations are making 
steady progress. He said that a Committee has yet to be formed but 
that good use will made of local talents when the time comes, to-
gether with specialist advice from outside. Any developments will be 
circulated to the population at large via this fine journal. 
When it came to “matters arising”, it was agreed that the Council 
would stick to its tried and tested insurers rather than move to some 
upstart like the Norwich Union – better the devil you know or some-
thing; TDBC Housing, having been asked in September 2007 for a 
little help “in kind” with regard to surfacing the Village Hall car park, 
said that, after giving the matter six or seven months thought, it 
couldn’t help; the fate of Footpath T6/30 will be openly “heard” from 
10.00 am onwards on Wednesday, 10 May 2008 in the Village Hall; 
motor sport organisers have been granted a Certificate of Lawful-
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PENNY PRICE FURNITURE 
 

DESIGNER & MAKER OF HIGH QUALITY FURNITURE 
Individually Designed to Your Specifications 

CONTEMPORARY AND TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
 

Phone 07881 785517 for a chat about your requirements 
or visit our website www.pennypricefurniture.com 

Unit 1c  Chelston Enterprise Centre  Castle Road  Wellington  Somerset TA21 9JQ 

ness to extend their activities on Smeatharpe Airfield, although no-
one is quite sure what this means; a visit from a TDBC expert is to 
be requested in regard to preserving an old wall/ hedgerow and 
South Somerset DC is still sending half a rain forest, disguised as 
“forward plans”, to the Clerks of Churchstanton and Otterford. 
Planning Applications referred to the retention of decking at Martins 
Court, the erection of a two storey extension at Rose Cottage, the 
display of cycle route signs on the way to the School and the erec-
tion of two double garages at Brookfield – all of which received the 
Council’s support. It was noted that an Application for work at Paye 
Farm has been successful and that almost sixteen hectares of land 
at Otterhead Lakes is now a nature reserve, managed by TDBC. 
The bulk of “correspondence” fell into the “noted” category but two 
items were a little different. First, there are the changes on how 
stray dogs will dealt with (I hope to include a separate note on this 
subject elsewhere in this edition) and a proposed event in “fields 
adjacent to Westcombe House, Culmhead” from 16th to 20th July. 
This latter happening is to be organised by Buddhafields Events Ltd, 
a name that might ring a bell with those of you familiar with occur-
rences over the past few years just along the Ridge Road in the di-
rection of the Wellington Monument. Apparently, the event has out-
grown the field in Clayhidon and the organisers are looking for 
“pastures new” (literally!). The event is advertised as likely to at-
tract 3,000 attendees – among them, the Association of Radical Mid-
wives – warming themselves around seventeen(!) bonfires. Your 
Council felt that revellers in that quantity would put a strain on local 
watercourses, on road safety – getting in and out of the fields, cause 
potential damage to ESA sensitive ground if there is any rain during 
the event (as if!) plus a number of other factors. It was agreed that 
an objection be made to TDBC to block the issue of the relevant li-
cence. 
It was noted that sufficient income has come in to see the Council 
through another year and, after a few cheques had been signed, 
Chairman Berry reminded everyone that the next Meeting would be 
the Annual Parish Council Meeting (when next year’s Chairman is 



19 

elected) and that it would be preceded, as ever, by the Annual Par-
ish Meeting. All this will be taking place in the Village Hall, Church-
inford on Wednesday, 14 May 2008 – the APM at 7.00 pm and the 
APCM at 7.30 pm. Two meetings for the price of one – buy one, get 
one free. What a bargain!! 

Brian Simpson 
Clerk to the Council 

Human Fertilisation & Embryology Bill 
UK law on embryology and assisted reproduction is governed by the 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990. This piece of legisla-
tion is widely considered to be outdated, hence the introduction of 
this Bill to allow the law to be updated. 
The Bill, deals with experiments upon the human embryo and the 
way in which infertility treatments are regulated and will permit Par-
liament to undertake the most wide-ranging review carried out for 
many years of the law on the status of the human embryo and abor-
tion. 
The Bill has passed through the Lords and Parliament is preparing 
for debate at some point between May and July.  
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People who care about ethics are very worried about some aspects 
of the Bill and the purpose of this article is to summarise the pro-
posals and hopefully call readers to action.  
The Bill’s aim is to liberalise many of the items in the Act of 1990 . 
Whist the Bill’s liberalisation of abortion law will grab the headlines 
(there are already 550 abortions every day in the UK), there are al-
so some other very serious concerns in the Bill. 
2.2 million human embryos have been destroyed for stem cell re-
search since it was legalised in 1990. Not a single new therapy or 
cure has resulted from that research. However, adult stem cell re-
search has led to over 70 therapies and cures in the same time peri-
od. 
If it becomes law, the Bill will allow scientists to create genetically 
modified human embryos. It also allows scientists to create embryos 
that would be part human, part animal. This is not the 99.9% mix-
ture mentioned in the press recently but would be animal eggs com-
bined with human sperm and human eggs fertilised with animal 
sperm.  
Another proposal is allow embryo screening to search for matching 
embryos for therapeutic purposes, moving way beyond the original 
focus on stem cells, to now include any tissue from the designed ba-
by, or ‘saviour sibling’ as they have been termed. Whilst any non-
matching embryos would be discarded, matching embryos would be 
allowed to develop until they can be harvested. How long until this 
includes 'designer' kidneys and other body parts? 
Finally, the Bill seeks to remove the 1990 Act’s provision that an IVF 
clinic must have regard for the need for any child, resulting from IVF 
treatment, for a father. 
If your conscience is prompting you to believe that some or all of 
these proposals are wrong, please do something about it. You can 
write to your MP, putting forward your views and asking them not to 
support the proposals. If you don’t know what to write, I have some 
sample letters to get you started. These can be downloaded from 
the internet at www.cbonews.org.uk. I also have some pre-printed 
postcards that just require you to fill in your name and address. 
Now is the time to draw the line. Don’t delay. 
Dave Bleloch   01823 478001   dave@cbonews.org.uk  
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For more information pop into your local Age Concern at: 

Motor Insurance & Breakdown 

People over 50 
trust Age Concern 

products & services 

Home Insurance Travel Insurance 

Funeral Planning 

Gas & Electricity Supplies 

Age Concern Somerset 
The Market House 

Fore Street 
Taunton, TA1 1JD 

Open Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm 

01823 423496 
 

Please quote ref:ALL700 
Age Concern Enterprises Ltd. (ACEnt) is  
authorised and regulated by the Financial  
Services Authority. If you contact an Age  
Concern office, you will be dealing with an  
Appointed Representative of ACEnt. 

A46V3DEC05-MC213 
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Sandringham Conservatories 
With 

Quality Installations 

We are a local family specializing in the design and installation 
of : 
  Custom designed Conservatories (Hardwood/UPVC)  
  Made to measure blinds. 
  Replacement windows- fascias- gutters etc. 
  Eco log Cabins 
  Small Farm Buildings/ Stables etc. 
 

Phone: 
Philip Partridge:       07860 538688 
Jonathan Partridge: 07980 655312 

 

SARAH HAWKER 
BSc (Hons.) M.Ch.S.S.R.Ch 

 

REGISTERED PODIATRIST 
 

 Gait Analysis 
 Corrective Foot Care 
 Routine Chiropody 

 
Please ring to make an appointment. 
Available evenings and weekends. 

 
Telephone: Hemyock on 

01823 680713 
or 

Clinic Mobile: 07772 914541 
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SMEATHARPE   W.I. 
A new member and a visitor were welcomed to the 
April meeting by President, Pam Parry. The minutes 
of the previous meeting were read by the Assistant 
Secretary, Jenny Grabham. Pam Parry had received 
a letter of thanks from the Hedging Society, ex-
pressing their gratitude to Smeatharpe W.I. for 

helping to make the recent hedging competition 'the biggest event 
in the Blackdown Hills'. 
The Treasurer, Pernelle Rowe, outlined the financial position of the 
Institute and said that there were 43 paid up members. 
The correspondence was itemized by Gloria Dobinson. Ann Salmon, 
the Outings Organizer, listed the proposed events for the forthcom-
ing months. Clip boards were circulated for those interested to add 
their names. Moira Lumley announced that a Shiatsu day would be 
arranged for 7 June in Smeatharpe Village Hall, and Sue Little asked 
if anyone else wanted to join the group who would be taking part in 
the Race for Life at West Point, Exeter, on 20 July. 
The members had invited Roy Hole and Sue Condick to talk about 
their involvement in the fund raising charity, S.U.R.E. They were in-
troduced by Meg Sparks and gave an informative talk on why the 
Somerset Unit for Radiology Equipment was so necessary for the 
cancer patients of this area. 
The evening's competition was won by Fleur Layzell, and the Flower 
of the Month by Nan Brown. 
The next meeting will be on 1 May when the resolutions to be put by 
the National Executive of the Women's Institute to the Government 
will be discussed. The two topics for discussion will be outlined by 
Sue Little and Gill Dennis.  Everyone will be welcome to join the de-
bate at 7.30pm at Smeatharpe Village Hall. 

View from the Chair 
Churchinford Preschool  

and Daycare 
I’ve been having fun spending our pathfinder grant and today I 
came home to find that the bright, soft and huge floor cushions and 
snugly blankets for the Preschool “quiet corner” had been delivered. 
Lulah pronounced them “mine!” so I’ve had to sneak them out of the 
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house and up to Preschool while she was snoozing. More double 
glazed windows have been ordered and a new wider front door to 
improve access to the setting and save all our elbows when carrying 
armfuls of children and associated gubbins! The old door will be re-
used for the side entrance. 
Then we are just awaiting the arrival of the trike shed and a para-
sol… still haven’t finished the veg patch tho’. Thanks to all who 
brought stuff for our Bag2school pick-up, we’ll do it again in the Au-
tumn Term, I think. I’ve come to rely on it now as a way of keeping 
our cupboards clear! 

Selena Mitford. 

25 YEARS AGO 
 

 
Dear Friends, 

I'm sure we were all wondering just what the weather was going to 
do at Easter, but that didn’t stop 
the ladies from making our four 
Churches look really lovely again. 
I do thank them all most sincere-
ly. If anyone still has a Lent box 
for U.S.P.G., or the Children’s So-
ciety I should be grateful to have 
it so that I can send off our con-
tribution to them. 
As you will know in 
Churchstanton, Mrs Sarah Man-
ning has left the parish, and 
therefore had to give up the work 
of ensuring the smooth running of 
the Churchstanton Flower Rota. 
She made a marvellous job of it, 
and I am most grateful for all Sue 
did for us. When such an im-
portant work has to be given up it 
is always a time of some uncer-
tainty and concern, but we have 
been most fort-unate that Mrs 
Christine Hopcraft has kindly 
agreed to succeed her. She has 

 

Technical takedowns 
Crown reductions/ crown lifting 
Pruning and dead wooding 
Tree planting 
Hedge trimming / hedge laying 
Emergency work / 24 hour callout 
NPTC qualified 
FOR SALE Woodchip Mulch 

For free quotations and professional advice 
Please contact Paul Durman: 

Tel: 01823 353302    Mob: 07815 146343 
Email: ashculmetreesurgeons@yahoo.co.uk 
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Wilton House 
TAUNTON 

Retirement Home for the Active Elderly 
 

Homely, sociable atmosphere 
Resident staff 

All rooms en-suite 
Telephone and TV points in each room 

Comfortable lounges, dining and TV room 

Adjacent to Vivary Park and close to town centre 
 

Wilton House, Upper High Street, Taunton TA1 3PX 
Telephone: 01823 254339 or 01823 275950 

suggested that any ladies who arrange the flowers might meet her 
over coffee to discuss any plans for the future on Wednesday 4th 
May at Higher Luxton. 
Otterford had so much left over from the last Jumble Sale that they 
have decided to have another one – this time in Chard Guild Hall on 
Saturday, 4th June 2.30 p.m. 
WHIT SUNDAY, 22nd MAY. You will see that the services are some-
what different from the usual fourth Sunday. 
ROGATION SUNDAY. Evensong at BUCKLAND. I hope to vary this 
somewhat to include thanksgiving for Beautiful Britain, The Church-
es have been asked to do this as part of their contribution to the 
Beautiful Britain Campaign Special year I 1985. 
My wife joins me in sending you our love. 
Yours sincerely, 
LAURENCE HEMMONS 
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Buckland St. Mary & District 
Branch, Royal British Legion 

16 members of the Buckland St. Mary & District Branch 
of the Royal British Legion attended the meeting held at 
"The Greyhound Inn", Staple Fitzpaine, on Monday 11th 
February. In opening the meeting with the Exhortation, 
the Branch Chairman, Mr Ian Cumming, asked that Mr R. 

Bruford – one of the Branch’s members who had died recently – be 
remembered, along with all those who had given their lives while on 
active service, including the current conflicts in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, for the Nation. 
The Branch has donated, from funds, £150 each to the local RBL 
homes of Somerset Legion House and Dunkirk Memorial House.  
The Branch Secretary had received letters from local MPs, Jeremy 
Browne (Taunton) and David Laws (Yeovil), assuring that they would 
support “The Broken Covenant” initiative of Mr Peter Cleminson, RBL 
National Chairman, with regard to the Government’s treatment of 
war pensioners and proper compensation of front line military per-
sonnel. 
Mr Richard Lupton, Branch Treasurer, is seeking for sponsors to sup-
port a 6-day cycle ride through France in support of ‘Help the 
Heroes’. The charity, founded by Bryn Parry, is aimed at supporting 
and improving facilities at Headley Court in Surrey, where wonderful 
rehabilitation work was carried out. The ride would take place be-
tween 26th May and 1st June 2008 and should cover 60 miles per 
day. Mr Lupton had pledged to raise £2,000. 
Ian Cumming gave notice that, after 4 years serving the Branch, he 
would be stepping down as Branch Chairman at the AGM in Novem-
ber 2008. 
A Coffee Morning, in aid of Branch funds, will be held on Sat-
urday 10th May at Buckland St. Mary Village Hall. The stalls 
will include Bric-a-brac, Books, Cakes, Plants, Raffle and a Competi-
tion. 
The Quiz – “The Birds and the Bees” – was won by Mrs Rosemary 
Wright of Leighton Buzzard. £133 was raised in aid of Branch funds. 
Date of Next Ordinary Meeting – Monday 12th May 2008 at "The 
Greyhound Inn", Staple Fitzpaine – 7.30 p.m. 



27 

Oddjobs 
General Household/ Building Repairs 

Plumbing – Heating – Electrical Repairs 
Eg Dripping Taps, Radiator Repairs/Replacement 

Defective Sockets, Power Shower Repairs/
Renewals 

 

Outside Maintenance, Gardening/Fencing. 
Many other tasks undertaken 

No Job Too Small 
Call Edward: Action Line 01460 234339 

No VAT charged on Labour Costs 
Public Liability Cover 

FLEXI-STORE 
 

Secure Containers &  
Free Standing Storage 
Household-Business-

Leisure 
 

01460 234309 
Situated at 

Buckland St. Mary 

 
AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 

 
Based in the Blackdown Hills 

 
House and Farm Clearance 

 
Individual or Collective items 

Purchased 
 

Entries for our regular auctions 
welcomed 

 
Mac Davison or Richard Pitcher on 

01460 234793 or 07754 754629 
www.davisonpitcher.co.uk 

 

DAVISON PITCHER 
& ASSOCIATES LTD 

dp 
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          Flying Chefs             Heavenly Food  Flying Chefs 
 

Let us do the hard work for you 
 

             corporate events       weddings 
             christenings       funeral teas 
            dinner parties       celebrations 
 

    any occasion catered for 
 

Quality catering at affordable prices 
 

Telephone:01823 331968 or Email: janecollard@tiscali.co.uk 

U3A – The best bargain in town! 
Fancy Spanish lessons at 30p a time? Or art appreciation for 50p? 
Or genealogy, calligraphy, French, etymology, bridge, bird-watching, 
Italian, history, religion, play reading, creative writing, poetry read-
ing, and a dozen or so others… all for about the same price. Not 
bad, eh? Well, that’s what awaits you if you join the local U3A 
(University of the Third Age). You pay £12 up front for the whole 
year, and then you can join as many of these special interest groups 
as you like, just parting with 30p or 50p each time you attend. 
What’s the catch? Well, there’s no catch. U3A fees are modest be-
cause it’s a self-help organisation. All our tutors and group leaders 
are themselves U3A members, and they freely give of their time and 
knowledge to help others. There’s no organisation quite like it. 
Why not join the happy throng at Chard, Ilminster & District U3A? 
As a bonus there’s a monthly meeting at Chard Guildhall with an in-
teresting visiting speaker, a regular newsletter, and much more. 
Don’t be put off by the word ‘university’. There are no exams or en-
try requirements, and you don’t have to do any ‘work’ if you don’t 
fancy it. In fact many of the meetings are as much social gatherings 
as learning experiences. The only requirement is that you have the 
freedom to go to the day-time meetings, because the U3A is mainly 
intended for folk who are no longer in full-time employment. 
Several Otterford residents belong to Chard and Ilminster U3A, but 
if these locations are inconvenient for you, there are similar U3As in 
most towns world-wide. The fees and actual subjects offered vary a 
bit, but the principles remain the same. For details of Chard and 
Ilminster U3A, please phone Alan Bamber on 01460-234041 or take 
a look at our website at www.chardilminsteru3a.org.uk. 

Alan Bamber    



29 

Changes to Dog Warden Services 
As you may be aware, with effect from 6th April 2008 (almost one 
month ago), the Police are no longer responsible for accepting stray 
dogs brought into a Police Station outside the normal working hours 
of the Council. A change in the law transfers this responsibility to 
Local Authorities, who must now extend the services that they al-
ready provide for the care of stray dogs. 
The Operations Manager (Environmental Protection) of Taunton 
Deane Borough Council then refers to a poster which outlines how 
he intends to implement the changes:- 
Monday – Friday.  8:30 am to 5 pm.  I f a stray is notified to 
the Council during these times, our Dog Warden will collect the dog 
and remove it to kennels. If the animal is roaming free, the Warden 
will make every effort to capture it. 
To report a stray: Telephone 01823 356339 
All other times: At all other times, the service is limited to 
CONFINED STRAYS only. This means dogs that have been 
caught and are being held by a member of the public. Our Dog War-
den will collect confined dogs and remove them to kennels between 
8:30 am and 5 pm every Saturday, Sunday and Public Holiday 
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W.H. BERRY & SON 
BROOKFIELD, COX’S HILL, CHURCHSTANTON, TAUNTON, TA3 7RL 

Telephone/Fax: Churchstanton (01823) 601386 
Independent Family Funeral Directors for three generations, 

Being established by James Berry in 1906. 
We offer a 24 hour personal and caring service. 

Visits to your home to make arrangements as always. 
The only Funeral Director based in the Blackdown Benefice. 

To report a confined stray: At any time outside the Council’s 
normal business hours, you can telephone 01823 356356. Ar-
rangements will be made for the dog to be collected from you be-
tween the hours mentioned above. Please remember that the dog 
must be confined at an address within Taunton Deane. 
These are the Rules…  but the message is: outside Council 
normal working hours, if you can’t catch it – ignore it! 
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Buckland St Mary 
Pre-school 

 
We offer a caring, friendly, happy environment, where your child can play, 

learn  and  socialise. 
We give individual attention and stimulation within the group to encourage            

development at each child’s own pace. 
 

The Pre-school has its own building within the grounds of Buckland St 
Mary Primary school, in which we offer a vast array of toys and equipment.  
We have a quiet book corner, a home corner and an activity area for paint-
ing, cooking etc.  We also have access to the school’s facilities and use their 
hall, outdoor play equipment and safe playground. 
 

We take children from 2.5 - 5 years old. 
We are open for four sessions per week, 9.00am -12.00 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. 
 

For more information and a prospectus please ring 01460 234303 

Rambling in  
the Blackdowns 

 
Is it only me or is anyone else wondering where the time goes? It 
seems like only yesterday I was telling you about my fantastic eco-
friendly holiday chez moi and yet here I am again. 
April was a funny old month wasn’t it? We had some absolutely glo-
rious days when I would have been tempted to don my bikini had I 
not been begged not to by the neighbours and then those when, if 
you were quick enough, you could build a snowman by breakfast 
time, only to be left with a pile of coal and carrots by ten. My plants 
are really confused and they’re not the only ones. 
This month, being of a certain age, I’ve been paying careful atten-
tion to all the news about free bus passes. Isn’t it wonderful? Soon 
I’ll be able to travel free not only on local buses but all around the 
country. I can hear my relatives up country moaning as I write – 
those that moved away to avoid me will have to think again. No 
longer satisfied with a trip into Taunton, I can join my fellow oldies 
in spreading across the highways and byways of England in a great 
grey wave. Just imagine those bus station cafes throbbing with tea-
drinking pensioners discussing their next great adventure. And all 
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this thanks to the government – apparently they’ve even printed the 
words “concessionary travel funded by HM Government and your 
local authority” on the bus passes. As someone joked, perhaps we 
should inscribe the words “paid for by the British taxpayer” on all 
the chairs and desks in Westminster just to show it’s a two-way re-
lationship... 
I could go on for hours about transport. I have to say that the whole 
Heathrow thing gave me masses of enjoyment. At least with my eco
-friendly holiday I was never separated from my laundry – dirty or 
otherwise! I read somewhere that an advert for the new terminal 
proclaimed “Heathrow Terminal 5. From here you can see tomor-
row”. Presumably because when the terminal first opened customers 
were still there the following day? 
Anyway I must rush – thought I’d start on A for Aberdeen and start 
traumatising my long lost relatives. 

Molly Coddle 
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Buckland St Mary Pre-school  
During March the children were very busy with various topics, including Moth-
er's Day, when the children made cards and decorated flower pots, and East-
er, with cards, biscuits and 'Eastery' collages.  
Throughout this term we have also been looking at spring, including a visit to 
the Salter's farm to see the lambs, calves, hens, rabbits and even a puppy! 
The children also inspected the milking parlour, with one child pretending to be 
a cow to demonstrate what happens (not including the actual milking part, I 
hasten to add!!). Many thanks to the Salter family for a really enjoyable morn-
ing for both the children and adults.  
The children have been continuing with their Tuesday walks with the reception 
children and we have a great Nature table complete with requisite sticky buds. 
Many thanks to the parish council for the grant with which we have bought a 
much-needed new easel.  
After the holidays we will be open on Monday mornings once more, and hope-
fully from 9.00 until 3.00 on Tuesdays, subject to the necessary approvals 
from Ofsted. For more information please see our advertisement or ring for up 
to date information on our opening times.  

Melanie Tuffill 
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RAINFALL REPORT 
March 2008 

Buckland St Mary reporting Station 
 
March didn’t exactly conform to “the lion and the lamb” 
saying, but the month will be remembered I’m sure, for 

the storms around the 9th/10th and the snow that fell on the night of 
the 22nd. Otherwise a fairly average March! 
Total rainfall for March was 145.6 mm (5.73 ins.) The wettest day 
was the 9th with 34.2 mm (1.35 ins.; 23.49% of the total), followed 
by the 15th with 32.8 mm (1.29 ins.; 22.53%) and the 29th with 
23.3mm (0.92 ins.; 16.00%). The wettest period was the 8th-11th 
with 58.2 mm (2.29 ins.; 39.97%). 

2000: 40.1 mm (1.58 ins.) 
2001: 141.1 mm (5.56 ins.) 
2002: 89.0 mm (3.50 ins.) 

2003: 38.6 mm (1.52 ins.) 
2004: 59.7 mm (2.35 ins.) 
2005: 76.8 mm (3.02 ins.) 

2006: 84.2 mm (3.31 ins.) 
2007: 101.0 mm (3.98 ins.) 

Phillip Wright 

01460 55703 
incl. evenings & weekends 

computers 

MONKEYPUZZLE 

Professionally qualified 
Computer repair &        

upgrade 
Virus removal &           

prevention 
Home tutoring 

Small business support 
Jargon-free explanations 

Extremely competitive rates - 
please call  
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Annual Meeting for  
Buckland St Mary Parish  

Held on Thursday 3 April 2008 in the village hall. 
Present at the meeting were 6 out of 7 Parish Councillors, the Dis-
trict Councillor, the 2 NHW Co-ordinators, the 2 Rights of Way War-
dens, the Tree Warden, 2 members of the Parish and the past Dis-
trict Councillor Mr D Lamb. 
Mr D Lamb presented Mrs Gill Horner, who was stepping down as 
Clerk after 12 years with a gift and thanked her for what she has 
done.  Mrs Salter also thanked her on behalf of the Parish Council 
for the commitment and dedication and advice she has given whilst 
in the role as Clerk to the Parish. 
The Chairman of the Parish Council then gave her report. Planning 
permission was agreed to build 4 affordable homes in the village and 
work has just started on them. The fountain in the village is to be 
restored with funding from District and County Councillors. Some 
members of the parish have shown interest in having an allotment 
and those people have been allocated their ‘plot’. Highways – there 
is a plan in place for the coming year.  The Parish Council has good 
contact with both District and County Councillors.    
The Tree Warden, Dr C Hill reported a 60ft hedge has been planted 
along the allotments.   
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The Rights of Way Wardens, Dr C Hill and Mr P Storer reported that 
they have divided the parish up between them so they both have 
responsibility for rights of way in certain areas.   
The Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator, Mr C Watkis gave his re-
port. There have been numerous warnings in the past 12 months, 
mainly about distraction burglaries. There are 38 members on the 
email cascade and new members can contact Mr Watkis. A new no-
tice board is in the process of been made for those members of the 
parish not on email. The notice board will be situated at the Post Of-
fice with kind permission from Mr W Butt 
Concerns were raised by members of the public and addressed by 
the Parish Council. 
The meeting closed at 20:00 

Bishopswood Ladies  
An AGM on 3rd April which included a break for wine and 
cheese, was followed by four fun quizzes and concluded 
with coffee and chocolate biscuits, was not the tedious 
meeting that club members often dread. 

Members were thanked by May Sparks’ family for providing the re-
freshments at her funeral. 
Various group activities had taken place since the last meeting.  Last 
month’s dinner at The Flintlock was much enjoyed, and in February 
eight members had an interesting visit behind the scenes at Asda.  
Earlier in the day the ramblers  had a seven mile walk around He-
myock and Dunkeswell Abbey in glorious spring sunshine, led by 
Penny Gale, which left some of them a little sleepy during the even-
ing meeting!  In February Dene Manning and Mary Gusterson had 
led a walk from Thurlbear Wood, also much enjoyed. Later in the 
summer Rosemary Viant will take groups of ramblers to Exmoor and 
Dartmoor. The skittlers had once again won their matches, most re-
cently against Ilminster and Yarcombe. 
In July there will be an evening river cruise from Exmouth at a cost 
of £10 to include the coach fare from Bishopswood. 
After a relaxing wine and cheese break the annual part of the meet-
ing was quickly despatched.  There was unanimous approval for the 
retention of the current committee with the addition of Rosemary 
Ward-Smith, the only change being that Hazel Tucker takes over the 
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role of secretary 
in place of  Penny 
Gale. Treasurer 
Pamela Bamber 
and president 
Cindy Beaumont 
gave brief reports 
and were 
thanked for all 
their work during 
the year. 
The three quizzes 
that followed, on 
general 
knowledge, true 
or false state-
ments, and iden-
tifying pop songs 
from cartoons, 

provided plenty of fun, as did the “draw the film title” game.   
The speaker at the next meeting on Thursday, 1st May, will be Mrs 
Mee with “Stories from the Rectory”.  For further details please con-
tact Cindy Beaumont on 01460 234719.  Visitors will be very wel-
come.   

Female Helper 
Painting/Decorating/Spring Cleans 

From a single room to a whole house 
Let my helping hands help you. 

Call Maggie North on 01460 234 309 
(Answer phone or after 6pm) 

S  
B  C  

A Home From Home 
Luxury heated apartments 
Quiet & Picturesque Rural Setting 
Proprietors Resident 
Inspection Welcome 
Long or Short Term 
Convenient forA303 Road Links 
NO DOGS BOARDED 
Open 9am – 12.30pm – other times by 

appointment 
Proprietor: Angela Pitcher 

Batstone Farm 
Sticklepath 

Combe St. Nicholas 
Somerset TA20 3HL 

Tel: 01460 234574 or 07932 394368 
 

This project is supported under the England Rural Development 
Program by the Department of Environment, Food & Rural Affairs & 
the European Agricultural Guidance & Guarantee Fund. 

1. Haddock 
2. Nine and three 

quarters 
3. British  

Academy of Film 
and Television 
Arts 

4. Sheffield 
5. Blackpool tower 
6. Edward III 
7. Anne 

8. Cabbage 
9. Eddystone 
10. Naval  

Commander 
11. Lochlevan 
12. Cricket & 

bowls 

Answers to last 
month’s quiz 
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CHARTERED SURVEYORS AND 
ESTATE AGENTS  

Specialising in country and equestrian properties 

If you are thinking of selling and are seeking 
 

Personal service – over 30 years’ experience 
Access to the best buyers worldwide 

with the help of our London office and the internet 
  

you should consult 

PETER RADICE FRICS 
at his Taunton Office on 01823 282890 at 14 The Bridge, Taunton 

or at his home at Churchstanton on 01823 601108 
website: www.peterradice.co.uk   London Office:  17 Hill Street, Mayfair 

 THE YARTY  
GARDENING CLUB 

 
The Yarty Gardening Club’s latest speaker, Gordon 
Maskrey, invited an almost endless list of questions 
from enthusiastic club members, during his talk on 

propagation. 
A man with an impressive CV, his career has included head of com-
mercial growing for Lord Sherfield near Basingstoke, head gardener 
and estate manager for WWF, estate manager at Sparsholt College 
near Bath, and in charge of setting up 180 acres of garden and ar-
boretum for pop star Sting. 
He now does a number of City and Guilds horticultural courses for 
Somerset County Council. 
He started with seeds and a few maxims to try and achieve success-
ful results in the greenhouse. Wash pots and seed trays in a solution 
of Jeyes fluid, rinse, drain and then sow the seeds. Don’t use just 
multi-purpose compost – it holds too much moisture and causes 
damping off.  An ideal mix is two parts multi-purpose compost, one 
part pearlite, one part vermiculite and one part Cornish grit. 
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If sowing out-
side, prepare a 
‘stale’ bed.  
Prepare the 
soil, leave for 
weed seeds to 
emerge and 
then kill them 
off by hand 
weeding or 
hoeing. Then 
sow the seeds. 
When planting 
out leeks trim 
the roots to 
quarter of an 
inch, trim off 

the tops, make a hole and fill with water, then drop in the plant and 
leave it alone! 
Then he went on to cuttings, slips, layering, budding and grafting, 
following this up with offsets from bulbs and corms. 
He also touched on pest control using soap based sprays, pyrethrum 
or sulphur for dusting. Companion planting (such as marigolds with 
vegetables) led to a question from the audience if a purported tip 
from the late Geoff Hamilton, that planting Mexican marigolds would 
keep down ground elder would work. This was the one question he 
couldn’t answer – has anyone else heard about this and where can 
one obtain a Mexican marigold? 
Vice Chairman William Kennard reminded members that there would 
be a club outing to the RHS Gardens Rosemoor on 19th June. Visitors 
are most welcome to join the club members on that day – details 
available from Helen Willey on 01460 234433. 
The next meeting of the Yarty Gardening Club will be on Thursday,  
15 May, 7.30 p.m. at Buckland St Mary Village Hall, when there will 
be a raffle. The speaker will be Sue Eland and her subject is 
‘Unexpected Poisons’. Recalcitrant husbands beware!    
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CHURCHINFORD STORES 
& POST OFFICE 

 

Martin & Fay Newman – Tel/Fax: 01823 601220 
 

Newspapers   Magazines    bread & cakes   Confectionary   Greetings Cards 
Off Licence Provisions   Black & White & Colour Photocopy &  Fax  

Receive/Transmit Services 
 

‘SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOP’ 

 

BREATHE EASY 

BLACKDOWN HILLS 

Patient & Carer Interaction and 
Support for people with breathing 

difficulties.  Contact Secretary  
Ron White on 01823 681020 

Meetings held last Thursday of each month 2pm at 
Hemyock Baptist Church 

 
 
 
 
St Margaret’s Hospice 7th Spring Fair - 4th May  

Bampfylde Hall at Hestercombe Gardens. 
Exciting Spring and Garden shopping  
(clothes, gifts, jewellery, gardening gadgets, plants, toys, etc).    
Sunday lunch and tea available. A good day out for all the family!  
Ticket Price £2.50 (children free) to include 2 for 1 entrance to 
Gardens 

4th Annual Charity Walk -25th May  
Sponsored walk, pick up a leaflet from our Hospice shop. 
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Marti Spencer M.I.P.T.I. 
 

Holistic Health 
Therapist 

20 years experience 
 

AROMATHERAPY 
STRESS CONTROL 

NUTRITIONAL ADVICE 
 

Buckland St. Mary 
Tel: 01460 234 614 

 

Pure essential oils are 
extracted from various parts 
of flowers, herbs and resins 

and have properties that help 
enhance physical and mental 
wellbeing, activate the body’s 
natural healing process and 

strengthen the immune 
system. 

 

STRESS – Not all stress is  neg-
ative – it can be 

stimulating – but it is 
recognised that in excess it 

can cause:- 
INSOMNIA, FATIGUE, 

DEPRESSION, ANXIETY 
PANIC ATTACKS, MIGRAINES 

DIGESTIVE & 
CARDIOVASCULAR PROBLEMS 

 

A treatment can help relieve 
stress and promote deep 

relaxation 
 

AROMATHERAPY can safely be 
used in conjunction with most 

conventional medical 
treatments 

BUCKLAND ST. MARY 

& DISTRICT BRANCH, 

THE ROYAL BRITISH 

LEGION 

COFFEE 

MORNING 

SATURDAY 10TH MAY  

AT 10.00 A.M. TO 

12.00 NOON 

BUCKLAND ST. MARY 

VILLAGE HALL 

 

STALLS 

INCLUDING 

BRIC-A-BRAC, 

BOOKS, 

CAKES, 

PLANTS, 

RAFFLE AND A 

COMPETITION 

 

 

EVERYBODY WELCOME 

 

OUR ARMED FORCES 

NEED YOUR SUPPORT 

- HELP US TO SUPPORT 
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BISHOPSWOOD CHAPEL BLOG 
Apparently, child development experts have identified a 
problem called “hurried child syndrome”.  It’s the tendency 
of some parents in our fast-paced society to rush their chil-
dren into adulthood. They want their child to excel, to the 
point of never giving them a chance to enjoy their child-
hood.  So, activities that are supposed to be fun, become hotbeds of 
competition and pressure. Jam-packed schedules with no relaxed 
family time also contribute to this.  But you can’t skip the stages of 
childhood and produce healthy adults, because each stage is im-
portant. 
Most parents want the best for their children, and what’s more, do 
their best too. They hope their children will grow up to be healthy 
and mature, capable of making wise decisions for themselves. They 
hope too that they’ll carve out a good career and even have a family 
of their own one day. But what about the problems on the way – 
how will they know how to choose what is good and reject the bad?  
Sometimes, the moral guidance and spiritual development of our 
children is neglected, in both education and upbringing. 
We, at FROG CLUB, do our best to provide such guidelines, because 
we believe that God in the Bible has given the best foundations for 
life, from which children can grow and develop in a healthy way.  
Moreover, we believe that His foundations are the only secure ones 
for withstanding the storms of life – and storms, let’s face it, come 
to us all! 
On Saturday 5th April, the annual FROG CLUB TRIP took place and 
18 of us (9 children and 9 adults) left the Chapel in a convoy of cars 
to go to ESCOT, just off the A30 between Honiton and Exeter.  If 
you’ve never been, we heartily recommend it!  Escot describes itself 
in this way – “Gardens, maze and fantasy 
woodland”, “a place for all seasons” and 
“refreshingly uncommercial”. 
So what’s there? Well, birds of prey and falcon-
ry displays, otters being fed, a 4,000 beech-tree maze, wild boar, 
red squirrels, a pet and aquatic centre, a seahorse centre, aviary, 
pheasant enclosure, a restaurant, a gift shop and probably the big-
gest hit with the children (but not the adults!), the “Forest Leap” – a 
slide with a vertical drop!  Frog Club is now taking a break for the 
summer and hopes to resume in September on Tuesday evenings 
between 6 and 7 pm at the Chapel for children aged between 5 and 
11 years of age. 
Meanwhile, CRASH CLUB gets underway once a month during May, 
June and July. This is a craft activities-based club on the first Satur-
day of the month between 10.30 and 12 noon at the Chapel. Our 
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Got it all already 
“I cannot understand you,” said the young man to his unmarried aunt. “You 
seem so happy and contented. I've always thought that unmarried women are 
lonely and miserable and just longing for the presence of a man about the 
place.”  
“Well,” his aunt responded, smiling, “I've got a fireplace that smokes, a parrot 
that swears, a cat that stays out half the night with no explanation, and a dog 
that leaves muddy footprints all over the house. What more do I want?” 

      
      RUTH & NICK STRANGE 

Telephone: 01823 601565 
Email: beechhayes@aol.com 

HOME OF THE BLACKDOWN BANGER. 
GLOUCESTER OLD SPOT PORK. 

NATIVE BREED GRASS FED BEEF. 
HOME BRED, GRASS FED LAMB & MUTTON. 

FREE RANGE HEN, DUCK & GOOSE EGGS. 
CHRISTMAS POULTRY IN SEASON. 

See us in Churchinford Village Market on the first Saturday 
in every month & Churchinford ‘Square’ on all other 

Saturday mornings. 

first one is on the 3rd of May and Irene and Adrian Campbell, local 
sculptor and artist in Bishopswood, have invited us all to their studio 
and workshop to learn pottery and painting. So parents, if your chil-
dren would like to come along, simply phone us beforehand on 
234748. 

God bless you all, 

Brian and Kath 
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FRANK and DIANA APLIN 
Frank and Diana Aplin, of Wetherhayes Farm, Birchwood, sadly 
passed away within 10 days of each other after long illnesses, aged 
86 and 87 years. 

Frank had lived in Birchwood all of his life except for approximately 
two years during the war when he was conscripted to Deri in South 
Wales as a Bevin boy working in the coal mines.  Diana lived in Deri 
and they met at a VE day street party and were married the follow-
ing year. They would have been married for 62 years on 31st March 
this year. Frank received his Bevin boy veteran badge from the Min-
ister of State for Energy on the day that he died.  

They came back to Birchwood as a newly married couple. Diana was 
new to farming, but soon got in to the farming way of life. They con-
tinued farming together for most of their married life. 

They both played a big part in the community, enjoying all aspects 
of village life. Diana was on the PCC for many years. The church was 
very dear to her and especially Birchwood church where she wor-
shipped regularly. She enjoyed going to The Golden Age Club at 
Churchinford. They were both on the Otterford parish hall committee 
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Prepares a wide selection of the finest homemade foods in the Blackdown 
Hills. All are made from local free range produce. 
 

Something to tempt you ! 
Delicious chicken & Tarragon or Pork Terrine.  

Chicken Liver Paté, Game or Pork Pies. 
Chocolate tart — Heaven on a plate! 

Fresh tangy lemon tart. 
 

Hampers are available for trips to the races or for picnics -  
call me for details. 

 

See me at Churchinford Village Market every first Saturday in the month, 
Trull Market 3rd Saturday in the month or call me with your requirements. 

A wide selection of pies, terrines, patés, quiches, canapés, preserves, puddings & cakes, 
also catering for special occasions. 

Telephone 01823 601099 or 07989 802042 

for many years; Frank, along with Frank Board, was very proud to 
open the new hall. Frank was also a Buckland St Mary school gover-
nor, being chairman for some years. They were also to be seen giv-
ing their support at any village event, until ill health stopped Frank 
from driving and walking well. Diana continued to attend village 
events until very recently. 

They will be very sadly missed by their family, friends, and the 
whole community. 

Their family would like to thank all at the Blackdown Practice, the 
staff at Hollybank House, Mr Andrew Bell for his support and the 
lovely services, Mr Geoffrey Berry and Mr Mark Drew for their kind-
ness and help, Joyce, Pam and Jenny for the delicious refreshments 
after the service, and everyone for their cards, letters and messages 
of sympathy, and also for attending the funeral services and for all 
the generous donations in Frank and Diana’s memory to Buckland St 
Mary and Birchwood churches. 
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BUCKLAND ST MARY  

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 
 
Buckland St Mary Parish Council met on 3 April in the village hall.   
PCSO Caoimhe Hickey came to the meeting to introduce a new 
PCSO called Ben but said there were no incidents to report. 
District Councillor Ros Roderigo informed the Parish Council that she 
has spent all her fund money for the financial year and as yet not 
sure what is available for the forthcoming financial year.   
A planning application had been received for a horse walker and 
change of use of land to equestrian at Penny’s Cottage, Blackwater.  
The Parish Council made no objections. 
SSDC has given full permission to previous planning applications to 
Greenacre Cottage, Blackwater, Buckland St Mary Pre-school and 
Butterlaw Cottage, Farm Lane, Buckland St Mary. 
The Clerk (who was stepping down after the meeting after 12 years 
of service) read out an agreement, which had been received, from 
SCC for the village gateway stone. 
A reply had been received from Cooks Coaches regarding the prob-
lem of buses passing each other on the narrow lanes and therefore 
damaging the sides of the lanes.  Cooks Coaches said they would 
review the timings in the next timetable changes, to ensure that the 
buses are not timed to be passing each other on the lanes, which 
are not built for large vehicles. 
The Parish Council had received a letter from Mr Butt at the Post Of-
fice and store informing them of the closure of the facility due to re-
tirement and will be applying to SSDC for the change of use to the 
shop. The closure of the Post Office and store will be discussed at 
the next Parish Council meeting.  
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 1 May at 8pm prompt. 

Lynda J Smith 
Clerk to the Parish Council 

01460 234603 
council@buckland-st-mary.co.uk 
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GRAHAM’S  

GARDENING SERVICES 
 hedge cutting - mowing - strimming 

and general garden maintenance 
sheds and fences painted 

competitive rates 
call:  

01460 57531 evenings (after 8pm) 
or 

07941 196989/07904 178325 anytime. 

 hedging, fencing and draining 
 pasture management (topping, 

spraying, liming, re-seeding, 
cutting etc.) 

 groundworks and drives; outside 
buildings 

We have the machinery and 
expertise to tackle most estate 
management problems; from five 
practical farmers based in the 
Blackdowns, who know. 

 

   Please ring for free quote. 
Tel: 01460 234472 

www.fivefarmers.co.uk 

Land management 
for non-farmers 

Five Farmers 
Countryside Management Ltd. 

Stephen D Sparks         Steven P Dodge 
Specialising in Extensions and 
Renovations 
Carpentry and Joinery 
Alterations and Conversions 
Roofing and Loft Conversions 
Replacement Windows and 
Conservatories 

     Free Estimates  
      All work guaranteed   

30yrs experience 
Middle Willand Farm 
Churchstanton 
TAUNTON 
Somerset TA3 7RL 
Tel: 01823 601219 
Mobile: 07778 743698/ 
              07786217911 
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News from Churchstanton 
Primary School 

 
Football Matches have been played in the area despite the 
wet and windy weather, the school holding its own, both the U11 
and U9 teams. 
Netball Congratulations to the team who won the Tone 
School Sport Partnership Small Schools Netball League coached by 
Sophie Stevens. A big thank you to her and to anyone who helped. 
I was very sorry to have to miss the music concert which I gather 
we well worth attending and which raised £57.50 for the music fund. 
We are very grateful to the Blackdown Hills Beef Festival organisers 
for the financial support the school receives from their fundraising as 
this enables musical talent to be developed at school. 
The Year 6 pupils who attended after school booster sessions last 
term were offered the chance of further support at Somerset Cricket 
Club on Wednesday evenings where they were able to advance their 
literacy, numeracy and ICT skills along with playing some cricket. 
After 5 weeks they graduated, receiving a certificate plus goodies 
from cricketer Neil Edwards back from playing in Australia. The staff 
at the Club spoke highly of all the children, which is always nice to 
hear! 
Finally, don’t forget the Quiz & Auction of Promises on Saturday 
10th May in the village Hall at 7:30 pm. 

Chris Hopcraft 

Buckland St. Mary Village Hall  
Thanks go to Shirley and David Prout for organising a successful 
Quiz on March 29th. An amount of £315.20 was raised for Village 
Hall Funds. 
£115 was taken on the Draw – this was for ‘Children in Africa’. 
Thank you to all who helped, for the draw prizes and for the support 
of the local community. 
The AGM of the Village Hall Committee is on Thursday May 8th at 
8.00 p.m. in the Village Hall. 
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CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST 
 

STEPHEN WAPLINGTON, 
MSSCh, MBChA. HPC Registered 

 
 

EXPERT FOOTCARE IN YOUR OWN HOME 
AT NO EXTRA COST 

 

For friendly and professional treatment 
please call: 

 

01404 861328 

                         

BUCKLAND ST MARY TODDLER GROUP 

Toys and equipment suitable 
for newborns and upward 

Ride-on toys and slide 
Tabletop activities 

Refreshments 

Thursday mornings 10.00-12..00 at 
Otterford Parish Hall (Bishopswood) 

For more details please ring Melanie Tuffill  
01460 234325 or just pop in! 
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
This recipe for a fruit loaf was given to me only last 
year, by a lady from the Topsham Bowling Club. In the 
summer I play bowls for Hemyock Bowling Club and we 
were having tea, one Saturday after a match, and but-
tered slices of this delicious moist loaf were on the ta-

ble. It was all consumed avidly and the recipe has become a firm 
favourite of mine ever since. It is so easy; all you have to remember 
is to make sure that you soak the ingredients over night. I have 
called it :- 

Topsham Fruit Loaf 
3 Weetabix     
8 oz (225g) sultanas 
6 oz (175g) dark brown sugar 
½ pint milk (225ml) 
Soak these ingredients overnight. Then add 1 beaten egg and 7 oz 
(200g) self-raising flour. Place in a 2lb loaf tin and bake at 160º for 
1½ hours , or until firm. 

Penny 
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DORSET AND SOMERSET AIR  
AMBULANCE 

GARDEN 
OPEN 

at  
Pear Tree Cottage Stapley 

Churchstanton Taunton TA3 7QA 

BBQ SNACKS 
CREAM TEAS 

12.00 NOON until 5.00pm 
SUNDAY 15 JUNE 
9 hole fun putting course  

in 2.5 acre arboretum 
PLANTS & OTHER STALLS 

 
Admission 2.00 Children 50p under 5’s free 
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OTTERFORD  
PARISH COUNCIL 

 

The April meeting of Otterford Parish Council took 
place on Tuesday 15th April in the Parish Hall Bishopswood.  All five 
Councillors and the Clerk were in attendance. 
Our readers will no doubt be pleased to hear that - 

 The notice board outside the Holman Clavel has now been re-
paired; 

 A large quantity of ‘playground quality’ bark has been ordered for 
the OLP field (this should have been spread in suitable places by 
the time you read this) 

 John Godsmark has agreed to represent the Parish Council on the 
Otterhead Lakes Steering Committee, following the resignation of 
Bill Peters 

 TDBC has made a Declaration of a Nature Reserve on some 15.97 
hectares of land at Otterhead Lakes 

 Changes have been made to the organization and working of 
Somerset Highways (again!) 

 TDBC together with Leaders 
and Chief Executives of the 
five District Councils in Somer-
set will be working on a ‘new 
approach’ to enhancing the 
current system of local govern-
ment in this area – this is to be 
called Pioneer Somerset – 
watch this space for further 
exciting information 

 Bob England has kindly offered 
to help fit battery operated 
burglar alarms to properties 
within the parish should any-
one wish him to. 

The next meeting of the Parish 
Council will be held on 13th May 
2008, starting at 19.30 hours in 
the Parish Hall and this meeting 
will begin with the formal Annual 
Parish Meeting. The Annual Parish 

Exclusive,  
contemporary range       

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 
 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 

Exclusive,  
contemporary range       

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 
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MARK STAPLE 
 

CARPENTRY 
 

Professional 
Kitchen Fi er 

 

Supply and fit or fit only 
 

All aspects of carpentry 
and 

home improvement work 
undertaken 

 

Tel: 01823 413663 
Mob: 07798 830365 

RICHARD 
BROWN 

 

ELECTRICIAN 
 

Prompt Professional Service 
 

Sockets 
Lighting 
Rewiring 

Upgrading Fuse Boxes 
 

Part “P” Registered 
 

( 01823 680389 
Mobile: 07721089209 

Council meeting will follow. The business will as usual be dealt with 
as swiftly as is decently possible and will conclude with light refresh-
ments – why not join us? 

Buckland St Mary Toddler Group  
The toddlers were also busy making Mother's Day cards and cards for Easter. 
They have made frosty trees, spring lambs and rabbits with cotton wool tails, 
along with playing with playdough and many other activities.  
We also went to The Fun Farm in Taunton where the children fed lambs, pig-
lets and even deer, and had a great time on the bouncy castle and in the soft 
play area inside.  
We have been learning new songs, with actions, and enjoying the garage that 
we have bought with many thanks to the parish council.  
If you would like more information about the toddler group, please see our ad-
vertisement elsewhere in the magazine, or come along, between 10.00am and 
12.00. We meet at the Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood every Thursday. 

Melanie Tuffill 
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Mark Farmer 
for 

LOCAL PURPOSE-MADE 
HIGH QUALITY 

JOINERY 
 

…..Windows, doors 
 fitted wardrobes etc. 

 

Ullcombe Joinery 
Telephone: 01404 861421 

After 6.00p.m. 
 

when you can’t buy it  
“off the shelf” 

 

Listed properties a speciality 
 

ULLCOMBE JOINERY 

 

Blackdown 
Property maintenance 

 

Repairs to houses/sheds/guttering 
Patio laying/drain clearing 
Basic plumbing and electrics 

small building works 
Tiled and laminate flooring 

Stables (partitioning & maintenance) 
Field Shelters & poultry houses built 

Land/garden maintenance  
including fence repairs 

Also 
Plans etc. drawn up for 

consent/approval 
 

Ring/fax: David Lowe 
01823 601048 / 07855346843 
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Climate Change 
Would you be interested in forming a group locally to work towards 
raising awareness of climate change? 
Somerset County Council is trying to compile a list of groups in 
Taunton Deane and they would like to hear from you. 
The County Council is being helped in this instance by Brian & 
Kathryn Jeanes who can be contacted via 
mail@saveitnorthcurry.co.uk (with a website at 
www.saveitnorthcurry.co.uk).  
If you would like to help in this crucial work, could you please make 
contact with Mr & Mrs Jeanes via the above link. 

Brian Simpson 

Coffee Morning at Luxton 
A big thank you to everyone who supported the above in aid of a 
new carpet for the aisle where a sum of £205.65 was rasied. Proba-
bly not the best day for people—Thursday in Easter Week. However, 
I am very grateful for donations from those who couldn’t come, and 
to those who did, particularly to those from other parishes in the 
Benefice. 

Chris Hopcraft 

Local Action for  
Rural Communities 

Rural communities have joined forces to make a bid 
for government funding to help improve the econo-

my and rural life in Blackdown Hills and East Devon – and they are 
putting out a call for project ideas to support their bid. 
A partnership of businesses, local councils and community groups in 
the Blackdown Hills and East Devon Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty is bidding for a share of a government scheme, called ‘Local 
Action’. If successful, the scheme will fund project ideas for local 
business development and improving access to services across the 
Blackdown Hills and East Devon, particularly for local products such 
as food, fishing, crafts, forestry and renewable energies. 
Local Action builds on the success of the previous EU-funded LEAD-
ER+  programme which supported a range of successful activities 
and projects in the Blackdown Hills. 
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“We came to the conclusion in the Hills that if we were to conserve 
and enhance our magnificent environment we had to do that 
through the social and economic well-being of the people who live 
and work here”, says Paul Diviani, chair of the Blackdown Hills AONB 
Partnership. “Having run a successful LEADER+ programme in the 
Hills, we have now joined forces with East Devon Area of Outstand-
ing Natural Beauty in a joint bid for Local Action funding for the next 
6 years. Together we can bring the advantages of collaboration to a 
much larger area and tackle issues that affect us all.” 
As part of a public consultation in preparing the bid, the Partnership 
is talking to businesses and groups in both the Blackdown Hills and 
East Devon areas. “We want groups and businesses to come forward 
with their good ideas for projects they themselves want us to work 
on”, said Paul. “The consultations will go on all through April and  
early May. Get in touch with us on 01823 680626 to discuss your 
ideas. You can also tell us about your project ideas online in a pro-
jects questionnaire which will take just 10 minutes to complete. Go 
to http://tinyurl.com/638guy.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Quality Bespoke Joinery 

 
From bookcase to staircase 

 
For Free Estimates Contact 

 
Richard Bradbeer 
07969229909 

Unit 36a Fox Moor Nurseries Haywards Lane 
Wellington Somerset TA21 9PH 
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Yoga Class 
Churchinford Village Hall 

 
Starting 
June 2nd 

Monday 7.30-9pm 
 

Please call 
Karen Atkinson 

on 01823 601 527 
 

Physical Therapist 

Member British Wheel 
of Yoga 

Garden Design 
 

Green Leaves 
Home: 01460234062 
Mob:  07812045805 

Sue Betteridge 

All aspects of garden maintenance,  
Hedging, Mowing, Pruning, Clearance 
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Buckland St. Mary Church 100+ Club  

Winners for the Month of February 2008 
         
  Amount  Number  Name of Winner 
   1st Prize - £20.00  56  Marion & Colin Board 
   2nd Prize - £15.00  53  Jill Colledge 
   3rd Prize - £10.00  41  John Brooks 
   4th Prize - £5.00  59  The Salter Children 
Drawn by Mrs. Marjorie Butt or Mr. William Butt     
  at Buckland St. Mary Post Office in the last week of the Month.   

Otterford Church 100 Club 
Winners March 2008 

Frances Fortune  68 £20 

Paul Grabham  56 £15 

Chas Barker  44 £10 

Beryl Salisbury  93 £5 

ENDPIECE 
Thank God for church ladies with typewriters. These sentences (with 
all the BLOOPERS) actually appeared in church bulletins or were an-
nounced in church services: 
The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.  
The sermon this morning: ‘Jesus Walks on the Water’. The sermon 
tonight: ‘Searching for Jesus’. 
Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get rid of 
those things not worth keeping around the house. Bring 
your husbands. 
Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our community.  
Smile at someone who is hard to love. Say ‘Hell’ to someone who 
doesn’t care much about you.  
Don’t let worry kill you off - let the Church help.  
Miss Charlene Mason sang ‘I will not pass this way again’, giv-
ing obvious pleasure to the congregation. 
For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a 
nursery downstairs. 
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Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all the 
help they can get. 
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in 
the  church. So ends a friendship that began in their school days. 
A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church 
hall.  Music will follow. 
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be ‘What 
Is Hell?’ Come early and listen to our choir practise. 
Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition 
of several new members and to the deterioration of some older 
ones. 
Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles and other items to be re-
cycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple children.  
Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased 
person you want remembered. 
The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment 
and gracious hostility. 
Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication to fol-
low. 
The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They 
may be seen in the basement on Friday afternoon. 
This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across 
from the Church. Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin. 
The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation 
would  lend him their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next 
Sunday. 
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please 
use the back door. 
The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the 
Church basement Friday at 7 PM. The congregation is invited to at-
tend this tragedy. 
Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church. 
Please use large double door at the side entrance. 
The Associate Minister unveiled the church’s new campaign slogan 
last Sunday : ‘I Upped My Pledge - Up Yours’. 
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PLEASE MENTION CBO NEWS WHEN CONTACTING 
ADVERTISERS -THANK YOU. 

INDEX OF REGULAR COMMERCIAL ADVERTISERS 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE   COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE 

Aerial Erector 7  Garden Contractor 47 

Age Concern 21  Garden Design & Maintenance 57 
Arboriculture/Estate Management 32  Garden Machinery Service & Repair 2 
Aromatherapy  41  Garden Machinery Sales & Service 30 
Auctioneer & Valuer 27  Garden Maintenance 29 
Bed & Breakfast - Stapley 14  Gardening Services 10 
Breath Easy 40  Handyman 9 
Builder - General 7  Home & Garden Services 10 
Builder - Rural, listed, Eco 29  Household Helper 37 
Builders & Carpenters 47  Joinery 56 
Building & Construction 54  Joinery 54 
Carpentry/Joinery 13  Land Management 47 
Carpentry/Joinery 14  Livery Stables 17 
Carpenter/Kitchen fitter 53  Logs for Sale 16 
Catering 28  Massage 10 
Catering 45  Odd Jobs/Handyman 27 
Cattery 37  Painter & Decorator 16 
Chartered Surveyor 38  Photographer 34 
Chiropodist/Podiatrist 49  Planning Apps. Draughtswoman 16 
Computer Repairs & Services 50  Plumbing Services 10 
Computer Repairs & Services 56  Podiatrist 22 
Conservatory Installation 22  Post Office & General Store - Churchinford 40 
Construction 15  Pre-School - Buckland St. Mary 31 
Driving School 13  Pre-School & Day Care Churchinford 6 
Driving School 50  Property Maintenance 54 
Electrical Services 10  Retirement Home 25 
Electrician 53  Self Catering Accommodation 19 
Estate Agents 38  Sewing Machine Service 2 
Farm Meats 43  Steam Cleaning (Domestic) 39 
Fencing 29  Storage-Secure containers 27 
Forestry Services 33  Toddler Group BSM 49 
Funeral Directors 30  Tree Surgeon 2 
Furniture Maker & Joinery 44  Tree Surgeon 24 
Furniture Designer & Manufacture 18  Veterinary Surgeon 9 
Furniture Manufacturer 52  Yoga Class 57 
     



For routine or non urgent matters you may contact 
 
 
 

Churchstanton & Otterford Community Beat Officer: PC MARIA JENNINGS 
PC Maria Jennings’ email: ssntauntonrural@avonandsomersetpolice.uk  

 

Buckland St. Mary Community Beat Officer: PC MARK EDGINGTON 
PC Mark Edgington’s email– mark.edgington@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 

 

Sgt Andy Lloyd - andy.lloyd@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk  

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES: 
FIRE, POLICE, AMBULANCE:  999. 

 

IF YOU SEE A CRIME BEING COMMITTED OR WISH TO    
REPORT A CRIME WHICH HAS BEEN COMMITTED &/OR 
YOU NEED A CRIME  NUMBER TO SATISFY AN INSUR-

ANCE CLAIM, TELEPHONE 
CRIME REPORTING: 0845 456 7000 

THE BLACKDOWN PRACTICE 
Opening Times. 

 

   Hemyock           Churchinford  Dunkeswell   

Monday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  3.00 -   6.00 
 

Tuesday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  4.00 -   6.00 
 

Wednesday:  8.30 - 1.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
   2.00 - 6.00     3.30 -   6.00 
 

Thursday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

Friday:   8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

NB  Hemyock surgery - EMERGENCIES ONLY Saturdays 9.00 - 11.00am. 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

HEMYOCK:    Appointments & enquiries  01823 680206 
    Dispensary     01823 680007 
    Fax. (Repeat prescriptions)  01823 680680 

CHURCHINFORD:  Appointments & enquiries  01823 681700 

DUNKESWELL:  Appointments & Dispensary  01823 681720 
 

BLACKDOWN SUPPORT GROUP: Barbara Starkiss  01823 681036 
 

HOSPITALS:   MUSGROVE PARK   01823 333444 
    CHARD & DISTRICT   01460 63175 
    HONITON & DISTRICT  01404 42362 
    ST. MARGARET’S HOSPICE 01823 259394 



Useful Phone Numbers 
 

Please contact us if you have any phone number changes or  
additions  you would like us to consider making to this list.  Thank you. 

 

Churchstanton 
Taunton Deane Borough Councillor – John Thorne    01823 663146 
            email. Cllr.j.thorne@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
               Blogsite  www.johnthorne.blogspot.com 
Chair of the Parish Council - Nick Strange     01823 601565 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Brian Simpson     01823 601694 
Village Hall bookings - Sylvia Pike      01823 601236 
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris    01823 421395 
Churchstanton Primary School - Head Teacher: Simon Mills   01823 601354 
Neighbourhood Watch - Richard Badman     01823 601264 
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper      01823 601347 
 

Buckland St Mary: www.buckland-st-mary.co.uk 
South Somerset District Councillor – Ros Roderigo    01460 62081 
           email ros.roderigo@southsomerset.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Josephine Salter     01460 234703 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Gill Horner     01460 234256 
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board      01460 234200 
Neighbourhood Watch - Jean & Chris Watkis     01460 234226 
Buckland St Mary Primary School:  Head Teacher - Simon Billington  01460 234251 
Tower Captain - Keith Every       01460 234620 
Churchwarden - Ian Cumming       01460 234460 
 

Otterford 
TD Borough Councillor John Thorne. See entry in Churchstanton section above. 
Chair of the Parish Council - Rosemary Viant        01460 234734 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Barbara Simpson     01823 601694 
(Please leave a message if Barbara’s answerphone is on during the day) 
Village Hall bookings - Cindy Beaumont      01460 234351  
Neighbourhood Watch - Peter Naylor      01823 601106 
Churchwarden - David Ruthven      01823 601455 
 

General 
CBO Community Bus Booking - Mike Weir     01823 601333 
Somerset County Councillor - Ross Henley     01823 665988 
Bishopswood Chapel - Pastor Brian Chaplain     01460 234748 
Rector - Revd. Sue Green   email: suegreen@summit.me.uk 01823 421232 
Assistant Priest: Revd. Doris Goddard      01823 601594 
Blackdown Hills AONB - Corinne Matthews     01823 680682 
TDBC Health Response Unit       01823 356337 
Wessex Water         0845 600 4 600 
Bristol Water         0800 373501 
 

NB: For Blackdown Medical Practice information (including the Support Group),    
hospital, Police emergency telephone number and Community Beat Officer’s contact 
details for routine or non urgent matters please see overleaf. 


