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EDITORIAL 
 
Enough of writing about the weather – it says quite enough for itself. 
 
Every month we wonder if there will be enough material for the Newsletter and yet 
each time we receive regular news items and the letter is filled. 
 
We are still hoping for letters to the editors and contributions from our younger read-
ers – there is always space for more! 
 
This month, as well as our regular reports, we have two different recipes: baked lamb 
chops from Penny – healthy, and Hot Cross Buns from Churchstanton School Let's 
Get Cooking Club which sound wonderful and are probably quite unhealthy in the 
quantity we will be tempted to eat them. 
 
Molly Coddle has returned to us after what she claims to have been a holiday in 
Churchinford. Her obsession with the environment is very admirable though the ‘not 
washing’ idea is rather worrying. 
 
As you read this month’s Newsletter Easter will be behind us. Although there is al-
ways more fuss made over Christmas – and more money spent – it is important to re-
member that Easter is the most important festival of the church’s year. Hopefully, the 
churches in the benefice will have been full over the festival. 
 
According to the gospel accounts the resurrection took place on the third day of the 
Jewish Passover however the calendar is so different this year that the Jewish calendar 
is celebrating Purim in March and Passover not for another month. Equally confusing, 
perhaps, is that this year Passover coincides with Easter in the Orthodox Church. 
It is now so easy to look up dates because we have computers but not as much fun as it 
used to be when you could wile away the time during a particularly boring sermon by 
using the rules for dating Easter which were at the back of the Book of Common Pray-
er, Golden Letters and Dominical Letters can keep you happily occupied for hours. 
 
So this month it is religion and the environment which seem to pervade the letter. 
We hope that all our readers had a very happy and peaceful Easter – Spring seems 
finally to be here so we now look forward to what we hope will be a wonderful sum-
mer. 

 

David Bleloch & Jon Mayled 

While the editors welcome material for publication in the ‘CBO News’, they do not guarantee that any item will be included or will 
appear in a particular edition.  They reserve the right to edit or shorten any items which are used.  Publication is in good faith and 
does not imply accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed. 

 

DEADLINE DATE 

Edition Closing date 
May Fri 11 April 
June Wed 14 May 
July Fri 13 June 
August Fri 11 July 
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SEWING MACHINE SERVICING                                   TELEPHONE  - 01823 601465 
DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL                                                           or  01823 601347 
 

IAN HOOPER 
SOUTH WEST REGIONAL SERVICE CENTRE 

 
COME TO THE REAL EXPERTS 

 
ALL MAKES REPAIRED                                                        FULL GUARANTEES 
FREE ESTIMATES                                                                          PROMPT SERVICE 
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THINKING ALOUD … 
 
Thoughts from the Blackdown Benefice Churches 
www.blackdown.org.uk 
 
The Earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it: or so 
says the Psalmist. But what does that mean, and how does it affect 
our everyday life? 
By now, all of us will have become aware of the theory of climate 
change, and many of us will have accepted it. Most of us have be-
gun to make little changes to the way we live our lives – some low 
energy light bulbs, a reduction in our use of plastic bags. Others 
have gone farther and changed their lifestyle considerably. And why 
do we do it? Well, to save the planet for ourselves and our descend-
ants, of course! 
Yet maybe we’re not quite as important as we think to our planet. If 
we represented the whole life of the universe by one year, with the 
Big Bang on 1 January, then our solar system would have been 
formed on 10 September, and humanity would have arrived at ten 
minutes to midnight on 31 December. The earth has had a long time 
floating jewel-like in space without needing us at all. 
If, as the Psalmist says, the earth is the Lord's, then we must as-
sume that it is important to God whether or not we are here. It has 
intrinsic value as his creation. As artists love their work, lovers the 
beloved, parents their children, so God loves the whole of his crea-
tion. God can be seen in both the order and the fruitful chaos of 
what he has made, and we live in what is still a work in progress. 
The Bible speaks at its very beginning of God's Spirit ‘brooding over 
the face of the waters’. God’s presence dwells within the whole crea-
tion, allowing the old to pass away; bringing new life; continuing to 
work within the fabric of the universe; making everything sacred; 
giving worth and meaning to everything. 
Right now, we are in danger of being the ‘uncreators’ of our world – 
damaging it by over-population and over-consumption. We should 
thing about saving our world, not just because we live in it, but be-
cause God loves it. 

Sue Green 
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CHURCH SERVICES – April – 2008 
  

6 April 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Easter 3 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
   
13 April 0800 Corfe Holy Communion (BCP) 
Easter 4 1030 Birchwood Holy Communion (BCP) 
 1030 Churchstanton Morning Worship (CW) 
 1030 Otterford Family Service 
 1030 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW) 
 1800 Buckland St Mary Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 1830 Corfe Compline (CW) 
  
20 April 0830 Pitminster Holy Communion (BCP) 
Easter 5 1030 Churchstanton Family Service 
 1030 Corfe Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Morning Worship (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (CW) (Sunday School) 
 1830 Otterford Compline (CW) 
 
27 April 0830 Churchstanton Holy Communion (BCP) 
Easter 6 1030 Otterford Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Public Worship - Communion by Extension (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Family Service 
 1830 Corfe Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 
1 May (Thurs) 1930 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW) 
Ascension Day  
 
4 May 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Easter 7 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
  
Readers and Sidesmen for Buckland St Mary and Birchwood 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
6 April 0830 Pam Martin Acts 2.14a and 36-41Ian Cumming 
  Jean Hine Luke 24.13-35 Del Wiggins 
13 April 1030 Peter Naylor Acts 2.42-end Mike Fortune 
  Freddie Crane John 10.1-10 
 1800 Ian Cumming Acts 2.42-end Ian Cumming 
  Jean Watkis John 10.1-10  
20 April 1100 Mark Drew Acts 7.55-end Ian Cumming 
  Bill Butt John 14.1-14 William Kennard 
27 April 1100 David Bleloch Acts 17:22 – 31 Gordon Board 
  Aisling Farrell John 14:15 – 21 Ann Hales 
4 May 0830 Pam Hull Acts 1:6 – 14 Ian Cumming 
  Vicki Bell John 17:1 - 11 
Readers for Otterford 
  Readers 
13 April 1030 Happy Wright Acts 2.42-end  
  David Ruthven John 10.1-10 
27 April 1030 John Gusterson Acts 17:22 – 31  
  Irene Campbell John 14:15 - 21  
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SERVICES AT BISHOPSWOOD CHAPEL 
Family Worship     
 10.30 am - 11.15 am  
Refreshments     
 11.15 am onwards 
Communion + Evening Service    6.30 pm - 7.45 
pm 

  
Readers and Sidesmen for Churchstanton 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
6 April 1030 Bill Morris Acts 2.14a and 36-41 Claudia Gill 
  Joyce Lockyer Luke 24.13-35 
13 April 1030 Daphne Morris Acts 2.42-end Shirley Hooper 
  Charlotte Gill John 10.1-10 
20 April 1030 Claire Bleloch Acts 7.55-end Geoffrey Berry 
  David Bleloch John 14.1-14  
27 April 0830 Claudia Gill Acts 17:22 – 31 Les/Pam Tutcher 
  Alice Hodges John 14:15 - 21  
4 May 1030 Sandra Aldworth Acts 1:6 - 14 Claudia Gill 
  Gill Dennis John 17:1 - 11 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
There are a couple of issues that traditionally rear 
their heads at this time of year and which Neigh-
bourhood Watch Members and others for that mat-
ter should be aware. 

Garden Security - as people are perhaps starting to get back out in-
to the garden and planning this year’s planting, we ask that they 
also take a moment to review their garden security.  Most people 
take care over the security of their homes but often forget that gar-
ages, sheds, outbuildings and even garden furniture/ornaments can 
be targets.  Advisory leaflets on garden security are available from 
Lindsey in the office on request (Tel.01823-363348) and we can 
supply some security items that may be of interest such as fence/
wall spikes and shed alarms. 
Bogus Callers/Rogue traders - whilst these people plague residents 
all year round, the spring months do tend to show an increase.  
Please be reminded of the need to take care with callers at the door 
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CHURCHINFORD PRE-SCHOOL AND 
DAYCARE 

We are proud to offer: 
 

 
 

Caring and experienced staff 
Bright and inviting premises 
Happy, lively environment 

Large secure outside play area 
Flexible sessions 

We are open 9-3 daily during term time for 2 year olds and above 
For our prospectus, please telephone: 

Kate Burns on 07815 440757 or visit us at the rear of Churchinford 
Village Hall. 

www.churchinfordchildcare.co.uk 

and to adhere to the `Door Step Code’.  Again advisory leaflets are 
available through co-ordinators.  Additionally, there are some new 
leaflets from the Office of Fair Trading containing advice on how to 
avoid scams - these can be used in conjunction with a 9-minute 
DVD also produced by them and again available through co-
ordinators. 
If you have information about any crime, phone the police on 0845 
456 7000 or you can call anonymously to CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 
555 111. 

A woman was working in her garden with her strimmer, when she 
accidentally cut off the tail of her cat. She ran screaming into the 
house for help.  
Her husband grabbed the car-keys. “Get the cat, and the tail, and 
we'll take them to Wal-Mart. NOW” he said urgently. His wife was 
incredulous. “How could that possibly help?” she asked. “Well,” he 
replied, “they're the world's largest retailer”. 
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A.C. POTTER 
 

GENERAL 
BUILDING 

 

HOUSEHOLD 
MAINTENANCE 

 
Telephone: 01823 601405 

 
Mobile: 07970 840173 

 

Digital TV and Satellite 
Specialists 

 

Aerial and Satellite systems 
installed and upgraded. 

Freeview, Sky Digital, Sky TV. 
TV, FM, DAB, Digital, Terrestrial. 

Multipoint viewing. 
 

Free quotation and installation 
advice. 

01823 680190 
07766 522336 

Bowling Challenge at  
Bishopswood 

On a cold afternoon in February a party of bowlers 
from Hemyock Bowling Club arrived at Bishopswood 
Village Hall for a friendly game of short mat bowls. 

A friendship beween the two clubs started a couple of years ago. 
One or two fixtures are arranged annually, playing on the green at 
Hemyock in the summer, and short matches in the winter at Bish-
opswood. 
Everything went well for Hemyock in the first half of the afternoon 
and by tea time they were winning by 4 points. However, it all 
changes after tea, as they say, and at the end of play Bishopswood 
had 64 points to Hemyock’s 50. 
Sandra Featherstone, for Hemyock, thanked Bishopswood for their 
hospitality and wonderful tea. She said that it had been a very  
pleasant afternoon and Hemyock look forward to a return match be-
fore the start of the summer season. 



8 

Honeymead Ensemble - Thurs-
day 10th April 7.30pm at St Mary 
Magdalene Church, Taunton. 
Five fine young string musician’s 
including Tamsin Waley-Cohen, 

BBC Young Musician of the year finalist, play a programme of Bee-
thoven, Ravel & Schubert.  Tickets £12.50 tel 0845 345 9671 
Charity Spring Ball - at Westlands Leisure Complex, Yeovil on 
Saturday 5th April tickets £35 to include drinks reception, 3 course 
meal, live music by STORM, Steve Carpenter from Ivelfm, fun casi-
no, giant scalextric and much more tel 0845 0000 446 

4th Annual Charity Walk - Sunday 25th May—forms available at the Hospice 
shops, Libraries & Tourist Information Centres soon. 

BLACKDOWN HILLS  
GARDENING CLUB 

The February meeting of the Blackdown Hills Gardening 
Club was opened by our new Chairman Mr. Graham Salm-
on in Churchinford Village Hall on Wednesday 21st Febru-
ary.  His first task was to appoint Mr. Colvin Parry who 
has agreed to continue acting as Honorary Treasurer for 

2008.  This was met with warm approval by the members and Col-
vin proceeded to submit the accounts for 2007 which he assured 
were in a healthy state, the Christmas social having been a contrib-
utory factor. 
Mrs. Ann Salmon outlined forthcoming outings including the Spring 
Flower Show on March 29th in Exeter and a trip on the West Somer-
set Railway leaving from Bishop’s Lydeard on April 20th. She also 
informed us all of a Chelsea garden which would be under construc-

GRAHAM ROBOTHAM 
 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

FLOOR & WALL TILING 
BLOCK & STONE WALLING 

PATIOS, PONDS & WATER FEATURES 
GARDENING & MAINTENANCE 
HOUSEHOLD MAINTENANCE 

 

FOR A FRIENDLY, RELIABLE SERVICE, CALL GRAHAM ON 
HOME:- 01823 602729 

MOBILE:- 07881 578937 
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HEMYOCK VETERINARY SURGERY 
 

29A STATION ROAD, HEMYOCK (Just below the Spar) 
 

A mixed practice, providing friendly advice and service to all sectors 
of the community, from hammy hamsters to prize dairy herds. 

 
We are here to help. 

 
SURGERY TIMES 

 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 4.00 PM - 6.00 PM 

TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY 10.00 AM - 10.30 AM 
AND 4.00- 6.00 PM 

 
For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, 

please call (01404) 42750 or (01823) 681067 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
 

tion at the Blackdown Garden Centre near Wellington which would 
be able to be viewed during normal business hours.  Mrs. Vera Man-
ning proposed an outing to Otter Nurseries, Ottery St. Mary  on 21st 
May and asked for preferences for time, i.e. afternoon, evening etc.  
Signing boards were passed around the hall for those wishing to go 
on any of the outings. 
Mr. Graham Salmon then donned his ‘other hat’ as our speaker for 
the evening, and his subject was ‘The Flowers of Turkey’.  He told us 
that this interesting country is bordered by eight neighbours, Iran 
and Iraq among them, is surrounded by four seas, boasts seventy 
one million inhabitants and covers some 300,948 square miles.  The 
lakes, the largest of which is Lake Vann, contain much soda thus 
discouraging fish from settling in them. Graham’s pictorial tour 
started off in the University botany department run Botanical Gar-
dens of Istanbul which sit between three motorways.  The authori-
ties there make it a policy to grow only locally available plants which 
are grown in raised beds made from railway sleepers.  We were then 
shown a succession of slides taken of meadows of beautiful flowers 
growing in the wild - aconites, crocus, colchicums and one particu-
larly spectacular meadow of red and white anemones such as we 
had in England years ago. Among the rarer plants shown were or-
chids, unusually marked iris and snowdrops (some of these last 
specimens very expensive to buy indeed if one was purchasing from 
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HEATHFIELD 
GARDEN 

CONTRACTORS 
 

General & Heavy Garden 
Work 

Garden Clearance & all 
Groundworks 

Garden Landscaping, 
Rockeries, Pools, Lawns,  
Patios, Drives & Pathways 

 

Post & Rail & Stock Fencing 
 

Mini Digger Hire 
 

JR HAWKER 
Tel.: 01823 680713 (Home) 

07989 549021 (Mobile) 

Free Quotations 

Buckland St. Mary 
Post Office 

Offers quality produce for sale: 
Yarty Valley Dairies milk and 
 cream.  Old Castle Farm pork 

sausages.  Free range eggs from 
Madgeon Lane Farm.  Ham and 

dry cured  bacon from Axminster 
Farms.  Meat & poultry from  

Bonners of Ilminster, Wines and 
spirits.  

You can even tax your car and 
much, much more……. 
So why shop  around? 

Support local producers of top 
quality produce and keep your    

village store.  
Telephone: 01460 234225 

 

JOHN BOYS 

 

ELECTRICAL 
& 

PLUMBING 
SERVICES 

 

ALL TYPES OF 
INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN 

 

“The Retreat” 
Brimley Hill 

Churchstanton TA3 7QH 
 

Home  – 01823 601146 
   Mobile – 07899 908914 

“Simply Massage” 
with  

Trudi Farmer I.T.E.C. 
Aromatherapist 

 
Stiff neck? 
Aching shoulders? 
Headaches? 
Back pain? 
Anxiety and stress? 

 

Massage relieves tired,    
aching muscles,  releases 

tension and gives a profound 
sense of well-being. 

 

TEL: 01404 861421 
for an appointment   
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the commercial market!). As one climbed higher the vegetation and 
flora became more sparse and spiny plants such as thistle and fra-
grant lavender beloved of the native sheep and goats, flourished in 
these conditions.  Interspersed with views of plants the speaker had 
taken pictures of rock tombs hewn from stone out of the mountain-
sides (certainly ‘tombs with views’ one could say!!) and houses with 
very tall chimneys having their flues to the side in order to avoid 
blockage by the heavy snows. Members were also shown the re-
mains of an abandoned village which had been inhabited by Greeks 
as it seems there has always been some degree of exchange be-
tween the two countries. Graham remarked that one of the best 
places in which to see specimens of undisturbed flora was the grave-
yard because they are usually fenced in thus preventing general in-
vasion by animals (and untrodden by humans). Among the trees na-
tive to Turkey are planes, junipers, alders and cedars, from which 
the Romans took wood to build their ships when in occupation.  One 
unusual slide was of an example of a parasol mushroom with it’s cap 
measuring some fifteen inches in diameter. The final slide taken 
from a mountainside showed vast areas of greenhouses which were 
growing tomatoes, aubergines, courgettes and peppers for export - 
usually about three crops per year. On the opposite side of the view 
lay the remains of Persian battleships under ground that centuries 
before had been covered by sea. High up in the mountain were the 
rock tombs thus illustrating very well the diverse history of Turkey in 
one picture. The speaker was enthusiastically applauded by the au-
dience for his very interesting talk. 
The raffle was organised by Pam Edwards and Wendy Martin and the 
teas served by Mike and Elsie Taylor. 
Our next meeting features Roger Stuckey talking on ‘Different ways 
of growing alpines’ and the following meeting in April sees Dr. David 
Allen talking on ‘Flowers of the Blackdown Hills’.  All meetings take 
place on the third Wednesday of each month at 7.30 p.m. in 
Churchinford Village Hall.  Please come and join us for what promis-
es to be a very entertaining year with the Garden Club! 

Gill Dennis 
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
Spring is here and it is wonderful to see the lambs gambolling in the 
fields. We have kept a few sheep for many years, ever since we 
were into the “good life” in Dorset when the children were very 
young.  Our first was a Dartmoor sheep, soon followed by one of the 
Black Welsh Mountain breed. Both a poor choice as they were very 
athletic and always looking to escape. We then decided to specialise 
in Jacob sheep. 
The logical sequence to keeping sheep was to acquire a spinning 
wheel and learn to spin. I became quite good at producing a nice 
fine two ply yarn but I’m afraid I never had time to make anything 
from it, with it with a family of four and a husband to look after, plus 
the goats which provided our milk, the hens and ducks, a couple of 
pigs and the vegetable garden. The only garment that I completed 
was a woolly hat knitted for a friend. She had a bearded collie dog 
and I spun a yarn using a mixture of the dog’s hair and sheep’s 
wool. Now it is all just memories. We have one old Jacob sheep left, 
in retirement, in our paddock, and last year I finally sold my Ashford 
spinning wheel. 

Baked Lamb Chops  
4 portions 

4 loin chops or leg steaks, 2 onions, tin of 
chopped tomatoes, 5g (2oz) Cheddar 
cheese, and 5g (2oz) fresh breadcrumbs  
Trim off excess fat & remove the bone. Peel & 
slice the onions. Grate the cheese & prepare the 
breadcrumbs. Brown the chops in a little hot fat. 
Place in a shallow casserole in a single layer. 
Cover with onions. Pour the tomatoes on top. 

Season with salt, pepper and 1 level teaspoon of sugar. Mix cheese 
& breadcrumbs & sprinkle thickly over the chops. Cover and bake 
slowly at 160°C for 1½ hours.  

Penny 

Wife: “Whenever I’m down in the dumps I buy myself a new dress”. 
Husband: “Oh, so that’s where you find them!” 
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CHURCHINFORD  
PRE-SCHOOL 

We have had a lovely March preparing for Mother's 
Day and Easter. The children had a wonderful visit 
from two beautiful lambs. The weather was at its 

coldest, and so the lambs came into the pre- school, much to the 
delight of the children!  
The lambs were very well behaved. They enjoyed a bottle of milk 
each from the children and only produced one small accident! Many 
thanks to Ruth Strange for bringing the lambs to see us; it is fantas-
tic to be able to provide such brilliant learning experiences for the 
children.  
In the coming weeks, the children will be making Easter Gardens 
with Claire Bleloch and Easter bonnets and Easter biscuits with the 
staff.  
We would like to welcome Harry and Tallulah to the pre-school, and 
hope they will be very happy with us.  

If you would be 
interested in join-
ing us, please 
feel free to con-
tact us on 07815 
440 757.  

Kate Burns 
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     TEL: 01460 62140 (EVENINGS) OR MOBILE: 07887 572908  

    W INDOW S AND DOORS MADE & FITTED 
KITCHENS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
TIMBER & LAMINATE FLOORS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
W ARDROBES BUILT & FITTED 
ALTERATIONS/REPAIRS “NO JOB TOO SMALL” 
LISTED BUILDING JOINERY W ORK 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY by LANCE WALLIS  

 
FREE ESTIMATES  

&  
ADVICE 

Down Memory Lane  
April 1983 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 8th March 
was not nearly so well supported, which is most disap-
pointing for the PCC. Mr. C. Jenner and Mr F. Marker 

were re-elected as Churchwardens.  All members of the PCC were ex-
tremely sorry to receive the resignation of Mr F. Loveridge, who has 
been a loyal and steadfast colleague for the last 9 years. The vacancy 
was filled by the election of Mrs Barbara Board. The Rector thanked all 
who had worked so hard on the Church building, and those who helped 
to maintain the services and general administrations, and in response to 
questions he would consider repeating last year’s successful Roga-
tionday Evensong, or some other festive service. For the future - Mrs 
Mutter is presenting the Church with a new gate on the North side of 
the Churchyard in memory of her husband - who, we are told, made the 
original in his apprentice days! This year is to be a “decorating Birch-
wood year” and since the meeting a gang has already started work on 
the interior. The Treasurer presented the accounts, which showed that 
all bills, quotas, insurances had been paid; we had a credit balance, and 
in spite of all the building expenses there was still a bit left over in the 
Fabric Fund. 
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Friendly reliable service covering: 
 

 Buildings – Agricultural, Equestrian, Stable 
Blocks, Garden Sheds etc.  

 Fencing – Residential and Agricultural 
 Landscaping – Garden walling, Patios, 
      Decking etc. 
 Hedge Laying, Scrub Clearance, Drainage 
 Lakes, Ponds and Water features 
 

   A wide range of  
   household maintenance 
 

For free estimates contact: 
Russ:  07815 059823 
Billy:  07971 582320 
Tel / Fax: 01823 602711 
Email:  everreadyltd@tiscali.co.uk  

No job is too big or small 

Inside or Out! 
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CHURCHINFORD AND DISTRICT 
VILLAGE HALL 

Residents may well be aware of the recent work which has been car-
ried out on the roof of the Hall due to water having got in at two 
points under the ridge tiles on the two eaves - one over the doors 
facing the road and the other on the main roof-line, level with the 
entrance doors from the car-park.  
Of course, water finds its own level (as people who live near to riv-
ers or the sea will have been made very aware this year) and the 
actual leakages appeared to be at the car-park end of the storage 
area at the end of the Churchstanton Room and over the side en-
trance itself. A thorough investigation by contractors revealed that 
this was not the case and that much more comprehensive repairs 
needed to be carried out than was originally envisaged. Isn’t it al-
ways the way?  
Anyway, it is all fixed now and the Committee would like to express 
their appreciation of the patience which hall users have demonstrat-
ed while the work was going on!  Also, I am pleased to report that 
the two vehicles parked without authorisation in prime spots in the 
car-park have now been removed - one by the police! - but there 
are still vehicles in daily use being parked at the road end of the car

  

Applications For Planning 

Scale Drawings 
 

Personal and Professional                 
Service 

 

Call Katy on: 01823 601359 

 
 

e-mail:  
kjpartridge@btinternet.com 

 

Experienced 
Painter & Decorator 

Coving, tiling and  
handyman jobs around 

the home. 
 

John Martin 
01823 601120 

DRY LOGS FOR 
SALE 

 

For details please telephone 
 

Nigel Hodges 
 

Mob.: 07912213535 or 
01823 601408 
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Lower Colley Farm, Livery 
Yard 

Friendly, family run yard with owners living on site. 
Outdoor school, all year turnout, secure, well lit yard. 

Part or Full liveries, Schooling or Breaking. 
Does your horse need a holiday? 

 

Contact Carey for details. 
Mobile 07977 545470   Home 01460 234026 

E-mail careycollett@btinternet.com 
Lower Colley Farm, Buckland St Mary, Chard, 

TA20 3QD 

-park instead of further down as requested. As stated before, we are 
aware of the ongoing problems nearby residents have with the lim-
ited public parking available but your co-operation in not leaving 
your vehicles in prime positions thereby preventing these being used 
by genuine users of the Hall facilities would be greatly appreciated.  
I have recently received correspondence from an organisation calling 
itself “Activity Somerset” and operating out of the Wellsprings Lei-
sure Centre in Taunton offering assistance in setting up activity lei-
sure interests at local venues. It occurs to me that we not so long 
ago had an active Aerobics Group using the Hall on a weekly basis 
which, though quite well used, closed down, not for the lack of par-
ticipants but for lack of an organiser when the lady who had filled 
this position moved away from the district.  
“Activity Somerset”, in response to my having told them this, have 
said that they may be able to assist in getting this group going again 
by way of providing short-term funding to encourage another organ-
iser (or organisers) to undertake the task. With this in mind, I shall 
be glad if anyone interested in setting up these sessions again will 
contact me on 01823-601562 when we can discuss what commit-
ment is able to be made to a re-launch. With many thanks.  
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PENNY PRICE FURNITURE 
 

DESIGNER & MAKER OF HIGH QUALITY FURNITURE 
Individually Designed to Your Specifications 

CONTEMPORARY AND TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
 

Phone 07881 785517 for a chat about your requirements 
or visit our website www.pennypricefurniture.com 

Unit 1c  Chelston Enterprise Centre  Castle Road  Wellington  Somerset TA21 9JQ 

Mike Taylor  
Hon. Secretary  

Bishopswood Ladies Report 
To celebrate a very successful first year, Bishops-
wood Ladies held an End of  Year  Dinner at The 
Flintlock Inn at Marsh. It was pleasant to relax over 
an excellent meal, and judging by the noise levels 
achieved, the evening was greatly enjoyed by eve-
ryone! Our group has had a very varied programme 

over the last year, with talks, hands-on demonstrations and outings, 
as well as purely social occasions, and we now look forward to an-
other year of activity and interest.  It has been very satisfying to 
transform the old Otterford and Bishopswood WI into the new Bish-
opswood Ladies, which now has a larger membership than the origi-
nal group. 
The next meeting will be the A.G.M. at 7.30pm on Thursday, April 
3rd, but the evening will be enlivened by a fun quiz. Visitors will be 
very welcome. Further details from Cindy Beaumont on 01460 
234351. 

Rambling in the Blackdowns 
Sorry I didn’t write last month – I thought I’d take a 
little holiday! 
So where have I been, you ask? Did I join the thou-
sands who flood the mountains of Europe at this time 
of year, tearing down the slopes with only two little 
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Quality Bespoke Joinery 

 
From bookcase to staircase 

 
For Free Estimates Contact 

 
Richard Bradbeer 
07969229909 

Unit 36a Fox Moor Nurseries Haywards Lane 
Wellington Somerset TA21 9PH 

sticks to support them? Sorry my idea of fun is not hurtling down a 
one in ten out of control with only the prospect of chilblains and 
frostbite to keep me going! Did I jet off to the other side of the 
world to seek out the sun and turn myself into a lobster lookalike? 
No, I went on an environmentally friendly holiday. I bet you are all 
interested now to find out about yak- keeping in Tibet or green roof 
manufacturing on the outskirts of Churchinford. But no, when I say 
green I mean totally carbon neutral… I didn’t travel, I didn’t wash, I 
didn’t  even leave the house. It really is the only way to do your bit 
for the environment… 
I had to take a holiday really. The sight of all those New Year goody- 
goodies had finally got to me. It got to the point when I couldn’t go 
to Churchinford without meeting some kind of exercise taker – cy-
clists, joggers, dog walkers. And all with a smile plastered on their 
faces and out in all weathers. Who are they trying to kid – exercise 
is never fun. It was exhausting for me just watching them going 
past the window. Now I’m back in circulation, I’m hoping that all 
those good intentions have been long since forgotten along with the 
turkey and tinsel… 
I did get off my zimmer frame for five minutes last month to go and 
see the Wurzels in the village hall. Wow that made me feel young. I 
think most of Churchinford village were there – even some of those 
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intrepid exercisers I mentioned earlier. They had those same smiley 
faces after a glass of Tricky cider but I bet their pace was a little dif-
ferent the next morning! 
Anyway I must go and have a lie down – my one finger is aching 
from all the typing exercise. 

Molly 

View from the Chair 
Churchinford Pre-school and Daycare 

 
Although it is not strictly Preschool business, the view from the front 
door is improving greatly day by day. Richard and Elizabeth are re-
placing the bed of nettles just over the fence with prettier and just 
as butterfly-friendly buddleia and wild flowers. Sedums will soon re-
place the leggy bits of grass that I can never get to with the mower 
and the fleet of daffs are about to launch themselves into bloom. 
The view out of the new, smart, crystal clear back window is not so 
good as I still haven’t finished the veg patch. Sometimes the paper-
work sneaks up on me and before 
you know it another day has 
gone! 
Please keep on hoarding all those 
clothes, shoes and soft furnish-
ings you’ve no more use for. The 
next Bag2School pick up is fast 
approaching: 9am 23rd April at 
Preschool. 

Selena Mitford 

 

GARDEN DESIGN, CLEARANCE, 
PLANTING & MAINTENANCE 

 

 hedge trimming/laying 
 turfing & mowing (large or small) 
 strimming, weeding & pruning etc. 
 

 paving & decking 

 groundwork 
 fencing 
 walling (incl. dry stone) 
 sheds (supply &/or erection) 
 

ALL RUBBISH REMOVED: INSURED;FRIENDLY & 
EXPERIENCED: EXCELLENT REFERENCES & 

COMPETITIVE SERVICE 

Home & Garden 
Tel. 01823 667714 

www.homegardenservices.co.uk 
homegardenservices@hotmail.co.uk 

CH LANDSCAPING 
Tel. 01823 667714 

www.chlandscaping.co.uk 
chlandscaping@hotmail.co.uk 

FOUND 
 

F   B  S . M  C  
–   –    -

 . '  01460-234460.  
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For more information pop into your local Age Concern at: 

Motor Insurance & Breakdown 

People over 50 
trust Age Concern 

products & services 

Home Insurance Travel Insurance 

Funeral Planning 

Gas & Electricity Supplies 

Age Concern Somerset 
The Market House 

Fore Street 
Taunton, TA1 1JD 

Open Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm 

01823 423496 
 

Please quote ref:ALL700 
Age Concern Enterprises Ltd. (ACEnt) is  
authorised and regulated by the Financial  
Services Authority. If you contact an Age  
Concern office, you will be dealing with an  
Appointed Representative of ACEnt. 

A46V3DEC05-MC213 
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Sandringham Conservatories 
With 

Quality Installations 

We are a local family specializing in the design and installation 
of : 
  Custom designed Conservatories (Hardwood/UPVC)  
  Made to measure blinds. 
  Replacement windows- fascias- gutters etc. 
  Eco log Cabins 
  Small Farm Buildings/ Stables etc. 
 

Phone: 
Philip Partridge:       07860 538688 
Jonathan Partridge: 07980 655312 

 

SARAH HAWKER 
BSc (Hons.) M.Ch.S.S.R.Ch 

 

REGISTERED PODIATRIST 
 

 Gait Analysis 
 Corrective Foot Care 
 Routine Chiropody 

 
Please ring to make an appointment. 
Available evenings and weekends. 

 
Telephone: Hemyock on 

01823 680713 
or 

Clinic Mobile: 07772 914541 
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BUCKLAND ST MARY  
PARISH COUNCIL 

 
At the meeting on 6 March 2008, Mrs Lynda Smith was introduced 
and warmly welcomed as the new Parish Clerk. Lynda can be con-
tacted on 234603 or e-mail: council@buckland-st-mary.co.uk. Alter-
natively, you can write to her at: 4 Woodcroft Meadows, Bishops-
wood, Chard, TA20 3HA. 
In attendance at the meeting was PCSO Caoimhe Hickey who re-
ported that a suspicious vehicle, with three men claiming to be from 
Highways, trying to off load large gravel – Police log number 656. 
Also in attendance was District Councillor Ros Roderigo who has 
kindly granted us further funding towards our replacement notice 
boards. These will be in situ shortly! 
Two grants awarded, one from our County Councillor Paul Buchanan 
and the other from the Blackdown Hills AONB enabled us to erect a 
sturdy fence at the allotments at Castle Plain and a further grant 
from the County Council helped with some planting of trees.  We 
have received a considerable amount of interest in Garden Allot-
ments at this site and if you are interested and wish to know more, 
please get in touch with me for details. 
Thank you letters have been received from the football group, tod-
dler group, PCC and the Blackdown Hills Support Group for the 
grants received. 
The next meeting on Thursday 3 April 2008 is the Annual Parish 
Meeting which starts at 7:30pm where we will be joined by our Tree 
Warden, our Rights of Way representative and our Neighbourhood 
Watch Co-ordinator. Following on from this will be the ordinary 
meeting of the Parish Council. Both meetings to be held at the Vil-
lage Hall.   

Gill Horner 
Parish Clerk 

01460 234256 
www.buckland-st-mary.co.uk 

A man said his credit card was stolen, but he decided not to report 
it because the thief was spending less than his wife did. 
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Hello all 
Spring is approaching and with it the need to consid-
er the garden again. Whilst you’re thinking about it 
so might the thieves. How much monetary value is 
there on the property you have in your shed?  Add 
up just the big things. Would you leave £300 or 
£400 in cash lying in your shed without any addition-

al protection? Probably not. Have you thought about making it hard 
for a thief to get into the shed or garage? If they do get in, is your 
property so distinctive that selling it on the black market would be 
difficult and therefore not worthwhile? Could you identify it to some-
one else beyond doubt? All of these things could happen.  Take a 
moment to consider it. We will help you with the marking if needs 
be. 
Also, don’t underestimate the ingenuity of some opportunist thieves.  
There have been burglaries committed where entry has been gained 
into property by using items left insecure in the garden, for example 
ladders to give access to first floor windows and an assortment of 
DIY tools to force an entry, such as spades used to force open patio 
doors. 
If simply losing your property would be covered by insurance, add 
into the equation the annoyance value, the inconvenience that los-

ing it would put you to and the 
uneasy feeling that such an event 
has on victims of crime after-
wards. Prevention is better than 
cure and you can do a lot to help 
reduce the risk by taking some 
simple precautions. 
Usual numbers 0845 456 7000 for 
all requests for assistance and 
you can reach me on Voicemail 
01823 363287 and 70106 at the 
prompt.  
Regards until next month. 

PCSO 9240 Donna Langdon 

 

Technical takedowns 
Crown reductions/ crown lifting 
Pruning and dead wooding 
Tree planting 
Hedge trimming / hedge laying 
Emergency work / 24 hour callout 
NPTC qualified 
FOR SALE Woodchip Mulch 

For free quotations and professional advice 
Please contact Paul Durman: 

Tel: 01823 353302    Mob: 07815 146343 
Email: ashculmetreesurgeons@yahoo.co.uk 
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Wilton House 
TAUNTON 

Retirement Home for the Active Elderly 
 

Homely, sociable atmosphere 
Resident staff 

All rooms en-suite 
Telephone and TV points in each room 

Comfortable lounges, dining and TV room 

Adjacent to Vivary Park and close to town centre 
 

Wilton House, Upper High Street, Taunton TA1 3PX 
Telephone: 01823 254339 or 01823 275950 

SMEATHARPE W.I. 
In the absence of the President, Gill Dennis conducted the 
March meeting in professional style.  Several visitors were 
welcomed and 3 new members were given ‘welcome 
packs’. After the minutes of the previous meeting were 
read by the Assistant secretary, Jenny Grabham, thanks 
were given to Maureen Johnston for hosting the February 

meeting and for leading an energetic walk from the Half Moon in 
Clayhidon.  Anne Nicholls confirmed with the members the promises 
given of cakes and help with refreshments at the local Hedging 
Competition.  Gloria Dobinson read out the list of those going to the 
Spring Council meeting in Exeter and also updated the members on 
forthcoming county events. She announced the theme and competi-
tion for the Spring Group meeting to be held this time by 
Dunkeswell W.I. 
After Ann Salmon, the outings organizer, had listed the dates and 
places of the events arranged for March, April and May, the Speaker 
for the evening, Charles Fleet, was introduced. He gave the mem-
bers a talk and demonstration on Shiatsu.  The volunteer ‘patients’, 
Pat Stenning and Lesley Cottey, both said they had benefited from 
their experience of this oriental massage. 
The evening closed with tea and biscuits and the announcement that 
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the completion of an oriental keepsake had been won by Pat Pear-
son, and the Flower of the Month by Elsie Bird. 
Thursday, 3 April is the date of the next Smeatharpe W.I. meeting 
and everyone will be welcome at 7.30pm. 

OTTERHEAD LAKES 
The Snowdrops are over and, when you read this, 
the Narcissus, of which there are several varieties,  
should be in full swing, closely followed by the car-

pet of Bluebells. The Snowdrop walk on February 10th 
was a great success with over 60 people, both local residents and 
those from further away, and the cakes were much enjoyed! This 
was the launch of Friends of Otterhead, and several people have 
joined to support ongoing conservation work at Otterhead. We will 
be sending newsletters, and organising working parties and social 
events for Friends. Membership costs £5 for single adult, £8 for a 
couple and £10 for a family; if you would like to join please ring the 
number at the end of the article for a membership form. 
It is hoped to have some cattle grazing the watered meadow 
(opposite the Coach House) and the house terrace in the summer – 
this will help control invasive species such as bramble and promote 
a species rich flora. Some fencing will need to be erected to contain 
the cattle. 
There has been an unfortunate incident recently with a stray dog 
chasing and attacking a deer, in front of a young child.  Dog walkers 
please keep your dogs under control, preferably on the lead, as the 
bird nesting season is getting under way.  

E.Stonex 
Otterhead Estate Trust Company Ltd 01297 33944 

THE BLACKDOWN HILLS  
GOLDEN AGE CLUB 

The plight of the poorer people in other parts of the 
world, especially in Africa, was vividly underlined by 

our speaker on the 13th February, Mr Neil Whiter. He spoke of 
the efforts being made by his employers, one of the major wa-
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Oddjobs 
General Household/ Building Repairs 

Plumbing – Heating – Electrical Repairs 
Eg Dripping Taps, Radiator Repairs/Replacement 

Defective Sockets, Power Shower Repairs/
Renewals 

 

Outside Maintenance, Gardening/Fencing. 
Many other tasks undertaken 

No Job Too Small 
Call Edward: Action Line 01460 234339 

No VAT charged on Labour Costs 
Public Liability Cover 

FLEXI-STORE 
 

Secure Containers &  
Free Standing Storage 
Household-Business-

Leisure 
 

01460 234309 
Situated at 

Buckland St. Mary 

 
AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 

 
Based in the Blackdown Hills 

 
House and Farm Clearance 

 
Individual or Collective items 

Purchased 
 

Entries for our regular auctions 
welcomed 

 
Mac Davison or Richard Pitcher on 

01460 234793 or 07754 754629 
www.davisonpitcher.co.uk 

 

DAVISON PITCHER 
& ASSOCIATES LTD 

dp 
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          Flying Chefs             Heavenly Food  Flying Chefs 
 

Let us do the hard work for you 
 

             corporate events       weddings 
             christenings       funeral teas 
            dinner parties       celebrations 
 

    any occasion catered for 
 

Quality catering at affordable prices 
 

Telephone:01823 331968 or Email: janecollard@tiscali.co.uk 

ter supply companies in this part of the country, to utilise some of 
their resources together with voluntary contributions made by em-
ployees, towards installing and maintaining water supplies in remote 
regions where there is a chronic shortage of this vital commodity.  
Of course, we can hardly be unaware of the scale of the problem 
due its frequent coverage by the media but there is perhaps a ten-
dency for us to become subject to “Africa fatigue”, so to speak, 
where charity appeals are concerned but there is no doubt that that 
there is genuine hardship experienced by the communities in ques-
tion which our speaker emphasised could be substantially alleviated 
with very little outlay on our - and their - part. He was not too proud 
to admit that part of the object of the exercise was to try to lessen 
the effect of the adverse publicity which utility companies attract on 
the domestic front!  
The Annual Craft Show was our next event on the 27th of February 
and the number of entries for this was well up to the level of previ-
ous years in spite of the fact that some might have felt that it was 
time to give this one a miss for a year or two. In fact, 32 members - 
mainly ladies, of course - entered at least one category with the 
“experts” putting in as many as a ten or a dozen each.  
Competition was keen as evidenced by the fact that there were two 
people who recorded the highest overall score (3 points for a first, 
two for a second and one for a third) and no less than three runners
-up. And so the lady who finished alone in third place got onto the 
“podium” in spite of being, effectively, sixth! A great result for all 
concerned. The winners were:-  
Joint 1st place with 17 points - Pat Jarvis and Brenda Brooks.  
Joint 2nd place with 10 points - Joyce Lockyer, Meg Sparks, Ann 
Salmon.  
3rd place with 8 points – Elsie Taylor  
Winner of the Frances Pike Memorial Prize for the best entry in the 
nominated category this year, a hand-made book-cover - Elizabeth 
Badman.  
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Grateful thanks are due to all the judges who, as usual, went very 
thoroughly about their business, each giving a short account of how 
and why they arrived at their verdicts. They were: Betty Barker, 
Happy Wright, Ann Salmon, Jenny Grabham, Linda Willing and Nigel 
Lenton.  

Mike Taylor  

Churchstanton Primary 
School OFSTED Inspection 

We are very pleased with our recent OFSTED in-
spection because it  confirmed our own belief that not only is 
Churchstanton School doing well, it is also an improving school. The 
staff and all 84 children should be proud of the report which has giv-
en the school an official rating of “good with some outstanding fea-
tures”. The full report from OFSTED can be found on their website 
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W.H. BERRY & SON 
BROOKFIELD, COX’S HILL, CHURCHSTANTON, TAUNTON, TA3 7RL 

Telephone/Fax: Churchstanton (01823) 601386 
Independent Family Funeral Directors for three generations, 

Being established by James Berry in 1906. 
We offer a 24 hour personal and caring service. 

Visits to your home to make arrangements as always. 
The only Funeral Director based in the Blackdown Benefice. 

when it is published in the next couple of weeks. Until then, here is 
a summary of the inspector’s key findings: 

 One of the school’s main strengths is the high regard staff at all 
levels have for the personal as well as the academic needs of the 
pupils. 

 The vast majority of parents are satisfied or very satisfied with 
the provision the school makes for their children. 

 One of the main reasons for the school’s success is the high qual-
ity of leadership provided by the headteacher. He is deeply com-
mitted to further improving the school’s provision and continuing 
to raise academic standards. He is very well supported by all 
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Buckland St Mary 
Pre-school 

 
We offer a caring, friendly, happy environment, where your child can play, 

learn  and  socialise. 
We give individual attention and stimulation within the group to encourage            

development at each child’s own pace. 
 

The Pre-school has its own building within the grounds of Buckland St 
Mary Primary school, in which we offer a vast array of toys and equipment.  
We have a quiet book corner, a home corner and an activity area for paint-
ing, cooking etc.  We also have access to the school’s facilities and use their 
hall, outdoor play equipment and safe playground. 
 

We take children from 2.5 - 5 years old. 
We are open for four sessions per week, 9.00am -12.00 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. 
 

For more information and a prospectus please ring 01460 234303 

staff, who work closely together as a team. 
 The governing body is very supportive and fulfils its statutory re-

sponsibilities well. Individual governors bring a wealth of exper-
tise to their role and are actively involved in all aspects of school 
life. 

 There is a culture of self-evaluation at the school. Data is rigor-
ously analysed and the information obtained is used effectively. 

 Pupils’ achievement is good. Children get off to a good start when 
they enter the school. They make good progress during the Re-
ception Year in all the areas of learning. Their progress is particu-
larly strong in their personal, social and emotional development. 
By the time pupils leave the school, standards are above average 
in all key areas. 

 Standards in science, which were a key issue at the time of the 
last inspection, are now a particular strength. On the other hand, 
standards in writing, particularly for boys in Years 3 to 6, are a 
relative weakness. The school is currently in the process of intro-
ducing a number of strategies to address this issue and these are 
already beginning to have a positive impact on results. 

 Personal development is outstanding. Most pupils are very well 
behaved and have very good relationships with staff and with one 
another. The pupils love coming to the school and attendance is 
above average. They thoroughly enjoy supporting the school and 
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wider community. All pupils show exceptionally high levels of care 
for themselves, for others and for the environment and have a 
very good understanding of how their own decisions can have an 
impact on other people. They spoke with enthusiasm about help-
ing others through, for instance, the playground ‘buddy’ system 
and taking part in a sponsored silence to raise funds for Children 
in Need. They show an excellent understanding of how to lead 
healthy lifestyles and told the inspector that they feel ‘seriously’ 
safe at school. 

 One of the strengths of the good curriculum is the way in which it 
is made meaningful for the pupils. The school’s very attractive 
and diverse external environment is used effectively to support 
learning across various areas of the curriculum. 

 A very good number of out-of-lesson activities such as visits, visi-
tors and a wide range of after-school clubs enrich the curriculum 
well and further support pupils’ learning. There is specialist music 
teaching, and good links with other providers include the recent 
introduction of lessons in French. 

 One of the strengths of the good teaching and learning at the 
school is the good range of imaginative methods that are em-
ployed to motivate the pupils and stimulate them to want to 
learn.  
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 Care, guidance and support are outstanding and contribute very 
well to pupils’ personal development.  

 All staff have a very good understanding of the needs of Recep-
tion aged children. They are well taught, their specific needs are 
well planned for in the mixed age class and they have very posi-
tive attitudes towards their learning. The tasks provided for them 
are made interesting. As a result, they make good progress 
across all the areas of learning and regularly reach standards that 
are above the expected levels. 

On behalf of parents and governors, I would like to thank the staff 
and pupils for a great report. Well done and keep up the good work! 
Continue to aim high and celebrate the care you show one another. 

Dave Bleloch 
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RAINFALL REPORT 
Buckland St Mary reporting Station 

 
February started off with a frost that turned into a 
cold and windy day. There followed a period of rain 
until the 8th when we experienced a dewy start with 
a misty day. Then we had glorious blue skies, frosty 

mornings and cold easterly winds. The month ended with milder 
westerly winds bringing in some damper weather. 
Total rainfall for February was 42.5 mm (1.67 ins.) The wettest 
day was the 4th with 12.8 mm (0.50 ins.; 30.12% of the total), 
followed by the 25th with 11.6 mm (0.46 ins.; 27.29%) and the 
3rd with 9.6 mm (0.38 ins.; 22.59%).  Previous Februarys are as 
follows: 

2000: 88.6 mm (3.49 ins.) 
2001: 131.1 mm (5.16 ins.) 
2002: 62.1 mm (2.44 ins.) 

2003: 82.5 mm (3.25 ins.) 
2004: 15.8 mm (0.62 ins.) 
2005: 55.8 mm (2.20 ins.) 

2006: 134.0 mm (5.28 ins.) 
2007: 42.5 mm (1.67 ins.) 

Phillip Wright 

01460 55703 
incl. evenings & weekends 

computers 

MONKEYPUZZLE 

Professionally qualified 
Computer repair &        

upgrade 
Virus removal &           

prevention 
Home tutoring 

Small business support 
Jargon-free explanations 

Extremely competitive rates - 
please call  
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Yarcombe & District Young 
Farmers Club 

 
Well if you haven’t heard Yarcombe Young Farmers 
most exciting news of the year by now 

………………………… where have you been?!! 
We won with our excellent entertaining performance “One Brick at a 
Time” at the East Devon Group round held at Exmouth Pavilions 
where we battled against four other local clubs to qualify to go on to 
the Devon County round which is held down in Paignton. There were 
five other performances which came from every group in Devon in 
the county round but once Yarcombe had done its stunts with the 
wheelbarrows (acrobatics with garden implements like you’ve never 
seen before! Sure to be a delight at our local performance – not to 
be missed!!!) the judges had no other option then to put Yarcombe 
through to the South West Area heat to take place in Truro on the 
16th March. It was fantastic to see so many local supporters come 
to Paignton to cheer us on, so thank you very much. 
The stars on the stage who tread the boards include Emily Ban-
dyzwa, Bobby Barnes, Lyle Burrough, Jacquelyn Dobson, William 
Dyer, Chloe Mingo, Sam Parris, Daniel Pidgeon, Patrick Stevens and 
Karen Tonkin. This doesn’t include the countless wonderful members 
who have given their time helping with backstage, painting the 
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scenery and doing make up. 
Also at the East Devon round James Burrough displayed a hidden 
talent for the impersonation of the legendary Tom Jones! James en-
tered in the “Stars in Your Eyes” competition and supported an afro 
wig to boot. He absolutely went down a storm with his rendition of 
Delilah! 
Philip Derryman and Tom Aplin have been trying their hedge laying 
skills at the Blackdown hills hedge laying competition. Phillip won 
the young farmers cup and took second in the novice round with 
Tom coming a close second to him in the young farmers cup. 
In this dreary season we have turned to pub sports for entertain-
ment - not being ‘how many pints can be drunk in a certain time 
period’ but pool and darts! We have played against Culm Valley YFC 
and Honiton, winning the darts but unfortunately loosing at pool. 
The club also went 10 pin bowling in Taunton with Joy davenport 
being the overall top scorer. 
The south west area of Young Farmers have their weekend away on 
March 14th – 16th where all the young farmers from Devon, Corn-
wall, Somerset, Wiltshire etc descend on Newquay for a weekend of 
fun where there are competitions and events all weekend long. A 
number of members from our club are going down to take part in 
the excitement and of course to support the “one brick at a time“  
cast – fingers crossed! 

Rachael Tucker 
Press Secretary 

OTTERFORD PARISH  
COUNCIL 

The March meeting of Otterford Parish Council was 
held on 11th March in the Parish Hall, Bishopswood. 

Ross Henley, Leader, TDBC, four Parish Councillors, two parishioners 
and the Clerk were in attendance. 
The first and probably the most contentious item raised, was the 
matter of the proposed closure of Churchinford Post Office and its 
replacement with a mobile PO for thirteen hours per week. The 
Councillors were unanimous in their condemnation of this proposal 
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and were incred-
ulous that 
Churchinford Post 
Office had been 
selected for clo-
sure, given the 
area which will be 
left with no effec-
tive PO cover. By 
the time you read 
this there will 
have been a pub-
lic meeting to 
discuss the possi-
ble actions which 
might be taken 
by the general 
community.  Ross 
Henley is to chair 

the meeting and he will be flanked by Tony Beaumont and Nick 
Strange as Chairmen of Otterford and Churchstanton parishes re-
spectively. 
An application for a small extension at Rull House, Otterford, was 
not considered to be in any way unreasonable and no objections 
were raised by the Council. 
The decision by TDBC Planning 
Committee to approve the appli-
cation for an extension to the 
Culmhead Gypsy site was con-
demned by Otterford Parish 
Council because of the further 
intrusion into this AONB and not, 
as mischievously reported by the 
local media, because of anti-
gypsy feeling.  The residents of 
the Culmhead site have long 
been an accepted part of the local 
community, but the Parish Coun-
cil feels it is most unlikely that 
any other residents would be al-
lowed to develop a site in such an 
environmentally sensitive area. 
As Clerk to the Council I attended 
a training event to learn exactly 
which of the many hundreds of 
documents and circulars received 
each year, really need to be kept.  

S  
B  C  

A Home From Home 
Luxury heated apartments 
Quiet & Picturesque Rural Setting 
Proprietors Resident 
Inspection Welcome 
Long or Short Term 
Convenient forA303 Road Links 
NO DOGS BOARDED 
Open 9am – 12.30pm – other times by 

appointment 
Proprietor: Angela Pitcher 

Batstone Farm 
Sticklepath 

Combe St. Nicholas 
Somerset TA20 3HL 

Tel: 01460 234574 or 07932 394368 
 

This project is supported under the England Rural Development 
Program by the Department of Environment, Food & Rural Affairs & 
the European Agricultural Guidance & Guarantee Fund. 

Female Helper 
Painting/Decorating/Spring Cleans 

From a single room to a whole house 
Let my helping hands help you. 

Call Maggie North on 01460 234 309 
(Answer phone or after 6pm) 
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CHARTERED SURVEYORS AND 
ESTATE AGENTS  

Specialising in country and equestrian properties 

If you are thinking of selling and are seeking 
 

Personal service – over 30 years’ experience 
Access to the best buyers worldwide 

with the help of our London office and the internet 
  

you should consult 

PETER RADICE FRICS 
at his Taunton Office on 01823 282890 at 14 The Bridge, Taunton 

or at his home at Churchstanton on 01823 601108 
website: www.peterradice.co.uk   London Office:  17 Hill Street, Mayfair 

The answer is, surprisingly few, so I am now in the process of re-
claiming large areas of the roof space for family junk storage!  
The Council thanked Emma Lupton for her efforts in keeping watch 
on the condition of the OLP field. The ‘barked’ play areas in the OLP 
field have all been sprayed with weed killer in preparation for the 
replenishment of the bark –many thanks to Councillor Field for this.  
New head brackets for the swings have at long last been received 
and Tony Beaumont has offered to replace the existing brackets with 
the new ones – many thanks to him too.  
Whilst on the subject of the OLP field may I remind all parishioners 
that the gate from Littlefields Lane, which leads to the permissory 
path to the OLP field, needs to be kept shut at all times between us-
es.  Recently, someone jammed the gate open with a large stone, 
thus allowing the sheep grazing in Mrs. Campbell’s field to get out 
onto the lane.  
The annual safety inspection of the equipment in the OLP field has 
been arranged for mid-May and as a preliminary to this a  Repair 
and Clear up session is to be held at the  field during the morning of 
Sunday 20th April starting at 10.00 . PLEASE COME ALONG FOR A 
WHILE AND HELP. Rubbish bags will be provided, but garden gloves 
and stout shoes would be a good idea. If you would like to volunteer 
to help with the equipment maintenance, give Tony Beaumont or 
Charlie Field a ring – all offers gratefully received. 
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The April meet-
ing of the OPC 
will be held a 
week later than 
usual, on Tues-
day 15th April in 
the usual place, 
might you be 
there? 

Barbara Simpson 
Clerk 

Kids’ Cookery Corner 
Churchstanton School Let's Get Cooking Club has been 
making food to celebrate festivals and special days. 
We made some fantastic sweets for Mother's Day and 
some mini hot cross buns for Easter. 
“Let’s Get Cooking” is a national organisation promot-
ing cooking and healthy eating in schools. 

Churchstanton, Buckland St. Mary and Blagdon Hill have had a won-
derful time encouraging our children to get creative in the kitchen. 
Although Hot Cross buns are traditionally eaten on Good Friday we 
reckon they are so yummy they should be available all year round. 
Children, try these with your Mums and Dads at home – you'll never 
want a shop bought bun again! 

(Recipe starts on the next page) 
 
Mini Hot Cross Buns 
500g strong plain flour 



40 

1. Mix the flour, salt, sugar and spices 
in a bowl. 

2. Add butter and rub in with finger-
tips. 

3. Stir in yeast and dried fruit. 
4. Heat the milk and water until luke-

warm, then stir into mixture to 
make a soft dough. 

5. Knead the dough on lightly floured 
surface for 5 minutes until smooth. 

6. Divide into 20 equal balls. 
7. Butter a baking sheet, then place 

dough balls in rows, a little apart 
8. Cover with oiled cling film and leave to rise for two hours. 
9. Heat oven to 200oC/Gas 6/Fan180oC 
10. Blend 3tbsp plain flour with 2tbsp cold water to make “cross” 

topping. Pipe a cross. 
11. Bake for 15-18 minutes until nicely browned and sound hollow 

CHURCHINFORD STORES 
& POST OFFICE 

 

Martin & Fay Newman – Tel/Fax: 01823 601220 
 

Newspapers   Magazines    bread & cakes   Confectionary   Greetings Cards 
Off Licence Provisions   Black & White & Colour Photocopy &  Fax  

Receive/Transmit Services 
 

‘SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOP’ 

 

BREATHE EASY 

BLACKDOWN HILLS 

Patient & Carer Interaction and 
Support for people with breathing 

difficulties.  Contact Secretary  
Ron White on 01823 681020 

Meetings held last Thursday of each month 2pm at 
Hemyock Baptist Church 

85g light muscovado sugar 
2tsp ground cinnamon 
1tsp mixed spice 
½tsp grated nutmeg 
50g butter cut into pieces 
7g sachet easy blend yeast 
140g mixed dried fruit 
300ml half milk/ half water 
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Marti Spencer M.I.P.T.I. 
 

Holistic Health 
Therapist 

20 years experience 
 

AROMATHERAPY 
STRESS CONTROL 

NUTRITIONAL ADVICE 
 

Buckland St. Mary 
Tel: 01460 234 614 

 

Pure essential oils are 
extracted from various parts 
of flowers, herbs and resins 

and have properties that help 
enhance physical and mental 
wellbeing, activate the body’s 
natural healing process and 

strengthen the immune 
system. 

 

STRESS – Not all stress is  neg-
ative – it can be 

stimulating – but it is 
recognised that in excess it 

can cause:- 
INSOMNIA, FATIGUE, 

DEPRESSION, ANXIETY 
PANIC ATTACKS, MIGRAINES 

DIGESTIVE & 
CARDIOVASCULAR PROBLEMS 

 

A treatment can help relieve 
stress and promote deep 

relaxation 
 

AROMATHERAPY can safely be 
used in conjunction with most 

conventional medical 
treatments 

when tapped on base. 
12. Glaze with warmed golden 

syrup before serving 

COLLECTIVE 
NOUNS 

 
An anvil of blacksmiths 
An attitude of teenagers 
A balance of accountants 
A camp of transvestites 
A clutch of car mechanics 
A blaze of pyromaniacs 
A bottle of source code 
A bout of estimations 
A brace of orthodontists 
A compromise of politicians 
A conflagration of arsonists 
A constituency of voters 
A crash of software 
A deficit of economists 
A dose of doctors 
A fidget of school boys 
A flood of plumbers 
A gossip of villagers 
A hum of bees 
An incision of surgeons 
A mass of priests 
A ménage of mongrels 
A melee of rioters 
A pack of suitcases 
A quake of seismologists 
A rhyme of poets 
A snap of photographers 
A stretch of giraffes 
A tedium of golfers 
A wisdom of grandparents. 
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Churchstanton  
Parish Council 

Six of your Councillors, one County Councillor, 
three Parishioners and the Clerk. What sort of a 

turn-out is that? I guess everyone was saving him/herself for the big 
“What are we going to do about the possible closure of the Post Of-
fice/Village Store in Churchinford?” meeting scheduled for the fol-
lowing Monday. By the time you read (or ignore) this, we will all 
know the answer. 
Back to the Parish Council Meeting. County Councillor Henley hand-
ed over a cheque for £200.00 to help the Friends of Churchstanton 
School meet the cost of signage to indicate the School Cycle Route; 
expressed concern about the possibility of the above mentioned Post 
Office closure; said he would be passing cheques to the Parish Coun-
cil for allocation to worthwhile projects and referred to a new sum of 
£15,000.00 to be dispensed next year to three projects that can 
match that funding. 
Community Time also concerned itself with the possible closure (see 
above) and the successful clearing of a drain in Stapley. 
Matters Arising involved the burgeoning motoring activities at 
Smeatharpe Airfield and Stadium – there could be events on every 
week-end of the year with possibly something on at both sites on 
some occasions and, of course, there is always model aircraft flying, 
HGV driver training and hang glider winching if things get quiet! Ad-
ditionally, under this agenda heading, the abandoned fridge has 
been shifted from the hedge bottom going towards the Church alt-
hough the grass verge near Culmhead Business Park is still a mess; 
Somerset Highways has done a bit of sorting, here and there; the 
Clerk has discovered which bits of paper he should save and which 
bits he can throw away; TDBC has given some advice on Hedgerow 
Regulations and Tree Preservation Orders and on how to raise mon-
ey for recreational facilities. The latter piece of advice was not very 
constructive! 
Somewhat remarkably, there were no new planning applications and 
no old ones had been approved or refused – is this a record? How-
ever, one application for a Certificate of Lawfulness – at Northdown 
House – has been refused and was noted. 
Correspondence included an overview of incidents drawn to the at-
tention of the Law during February (copies in the Notice Boards); 
the availability of a BBC mobile radio studio to cover community 
events in Somerset; a proposed network of “Herepaths” in and 
around Neroche; an expression of strong support (including finan-
cial!) for any viable initiative coming out of the Open Meeting on the 
subject of the already mentioned closure; Somerset Waste Partner-
ships publication of Bank Holiday collection arrangements through to 
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      RUTH & NICK STRANGE 

Telephone: 01823 601565 
Email: beechhayes@aol.com 

HOME OF THE BLACKDOWN BANGER. 
GLOUCESTER OLD SPOT PORK. 

NATIVE BREED GRASS FED BEEF. 
HOME BRED, GRASS FED LAMB & MUTTON. 

FREE RANGE HEN, DUCK & GOOSE EGGS. 
CHRISTMAS POULTRY IN SEASON. 

See us in Churchinford Village Market on the first Saturday 
in every month & Churchinford ‘Square’ on all other 

Saturday mornings. 

January 2009 (laminated details in the Notice Boards) and several 
more bits and pieces in the “noted” category. 
Finances look good, for this time of the year, but the cheques that 
were signed will make a bit of hole in the balance! 
Unforeseen Business wasn’t too taxing and His Chairmanship was 
able to close the Meeting at 8.29 pm. All that work in less than an 
hour – can’t be bad! The next (Parish Council) Meeting will be held 
in the Village Hall, Churchinford on Wednesday, 09 April 2009 with a 
7.30 pm kick-off. Why not join in?? 

Brian Simpson 
Clerk to the Council  

Patient: “Will my measles be better next week, doctor?” 
Doctor: “Well, I hate to make rash promises.” 
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Nine-year-old Joseph was asked by his mother what he had learned 
in Sunday school. “Well, Mum, our teacher told us how God sent 
Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to lead the Israelites 
out of Egypt. 
When he got to the Red Sea, Moses had his army build a pontoon 
bridge and all the people walked across safely. Then, he radioed HQ 
for reinforcements. They sent bombers to blow up the bridge and all 
the Israelites were saved.” 
“Now, Joseph, is that really what your teacher taught you?” his 
mother asked, startled. 
“Well, no,” her son admitted. “But if I told it the way the teacher 
did, you'd never believe it!” 

How Did Moses Cross the Red Sea? 
The joke above has a serious side too. The Holy Bible’s second book, 
Exodus, records how hundreds of thousands of people escaped from 
slavery in Egypt to make an appointment with God at Mount Sinai 
(which is believed to be in what is now Saudi Arabia). How was such 
a feat achieved? Moses was indeed ‘behind enemy lines’ - he was 
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Prepares a wide selection of the finest homemade foods in the Blackdown 
Hills. All are made from local free range produce. 
 

Something to tempt you ! 
Delicious chicken & Tarragon or Pork Terrine.  

Chicken Liver Paté, Game or Pork Pies. 
Chocolate tart — Heaven on a plate! 

Fresh tangy lemon tart. 
 

Hampers are available for trips to the races or for picnics -  
call me for details. 

 

See me at Churchinford Village Market every first Saturday in the month, 
Trull Market 3rd Saturday in the month or call me with your requirements. 

A wide selection of pies, terrines, patés, quiches, canapés, preserves, puddings & cakes, 
also catering for special occasions. 

Telephone 01823 601099 or 07989 802042 

sent to Pharaoh to ask that the Israelites be freed from slavery and 
allowed to worship God in the desert.  
There followed a cycle of Pharaoh’s refusals to let the Israelites go 
and God revealing His might by sending plagues. After 10 such 
plagues the Egyptians were so keen for the Israelites to leave, they 
actually gave them precious metal, food, livestock and equipment 
and pleaded with them to go. So the Israelites left, crossed the bor-
der and set up camp so they could organize themselves for a long 
journey. 
Once mobilised, the Israelites eventually found themselves on the 
edge of the Red Sea with the Egyptian army bearing down on them 
(Pharaoh having changed his mind again). 
God revealed His mighty power once more and the Israelites crossed 
the Red Sea on dry land between the parted waters. When the 
Egyptians tried to follow by the same route they were all drowned 
by returning water. 
So, there is a mass grave somewhere in the Red Sea, a popular scu-
ba-diving destination. There are many records of remains of chariot 
wheels having been found and photos of strange coral formations 
that could have been formed on the remains of an Egyptian chariot. 
And of course there are also explanations or counter evidence. 
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An important point of the escape from Egypt was that God got the 
attention of the Israelites and left them with lasting memories of 
what can be achieved by trusting in God’s power. It should also be 
clear that defying the will of God has consequences.  
Shortly after the miraculous escape, God gave us a template to live 
our lives by—the Ten Commandments. The first four are to do with 
our relationship with God and the other six are to do with our rela-
tionships with each other. Here is what God said: 
1. Worship no God but me 
2. Do not make or worship idols 
3. Do not misuse God’s name 
4. Observe the Sabbath and keep it holy (i.e. keep a special day 

to rest and worship) 
5. Respect your parents 
6. Do not murder 
7. Do not commit adultery 
8. Do not steal 
9. Do not accuse anyone falsely 
10. Do not covet (i.e. don’t be jealous of what belongs to others) 
But why did God do so much for the Israelites? He had chosen them 
for a special purpose in the world—to prepare the way for His Son, 
Jesus Christ.  
Jesus summarised the ten commandments as “Love God and Love 
your neighbour as yourself”. 
It is through Jesus Christ that God reveals His love for all people. By 
His grace we get what we don’t deserve (eternal life in a new and 
perfect world) and through His redemption we don’t get what we do 
deserve (punishment for defying God). 
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GRAHAM’S  

GARDENING  

SERVICES 
 hedge cutting - mowing - strimming 

and general garden maintenance 
sheds and fences painted 

competitive rates 
call:  

01460 57531 evenings (after 8pm) 

 hedging, fencing and draining 
 pasture management (topping, 

spraying, liming, re-seeding, 
cutting etc.) 

 groundworks and drives; outside 
buildings 

We have the machinery and 
expertise to tackle most estate 
management problems; from five 
practical farmers based in the 
Blackdowns, who know. 

 

   Please ring for free quote. 
Tel: 01460 234472 

www.fivefarmers.co.uk 

Land management 
for non-farmers 

Five Farmers 
Countryside Management Ltd. 

Stephen D Sparks         Steven P Dodge 
Specialising in Extensions and 
Renovations 
Carpentry and Joinery 
Alterations and Conversions 
Roofing and Loft Conversions 
Replacement Windows and 
Conservatories 

     Free Estimates  
      All work guaranteed   

30yrs experience 
Middle Willand Farm 
Churchstanton 
TAUNTON 
Somerset TA3 7RL 
Tel: 01823 601219 
Mobile: 07778 743698/ 
              07786217911 
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One hot sunny day a hippopotamus strolled into a café and ordered 
a large orange juice with ice. The waiter was amazed to see the hip-
po and hear him speak but served him with the glass of orange 
juice. The hippo drained the orange juice and sucked the ice cubes, 
then silently handed the waiter a five pound note. The waiter, think-
ing that the hippo would know nothing about money, decided to 
cheat him and handed him one pound in change. “I hope you en-
joyed the orange juice,” he said. “It’s not often we get hippos in 
here, you know.” 
“With orange juice at four pounds a glass, I’m not surprised,” re-
plied the hippo 

Churchstanton Church  
Fun and Fundraising 

On the weekend of 28th and 29th June the church 
fundraising committee will be holding their second 
scarecrow safari. 
Last year we had a wonderful collection of jolly scare-

crow people all over the parish and adults and children alike enjoyed 
hours of fun scarecrow spotting. 
This year’s event promises to be even bigger and better – with 
many people having been inspired by last year’s entries. 
Next month we will be printing the entry forms for the 2008 event in 
the CBO News so we thought we’d encourage you to get those crea-
tive juices flowing and give your scarecrow some thought. 
Meantime we have printed pictures of last year’s winning entries to 
inspire you afresh! 
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CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST 
 

STEPHEN WAPLINGTON, 
MSSCh, MBChA. HPC Registered 

 
 

EXPERT FOOTCARE IN YOUR OWN HOME 
AT NO EXTRA COST 

 

For friendly and professional treatment 
please call: 

 

01404 861328 

                         

BUCKLAND ST MARY TODDLER GROUP 

Toys and equipment suitable 
for newborns and upward 

Ride-on toys and slide 
Tabletop activities 

Refreshments 

Thursday mornings 10.00-12..00 at 
Otterford Parish Hall (Bishopswood) 

For more details please ring Melanie Tuffill  
01460 234325 or just pop in! 
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THE YARTY GARDENING CLUB 
 
Club members enjoyed a really first class talk by Lady 
Skelmersdale last month - a talk that encompassed 
bulb-growing throughout the year.  Lady Skelmersdale 
owns Broadleigh Gardens at Bishops Hull and holds the 

national collection of 250 varieties of miniature daffodils. 
The garden itself is open to the public every weekday from 9am – 
4pm, with a £2 donation for St Margaret’s Hospice. 
Her talk encompassed corms, tubers and rhizomes as well as ‘true’ 
bulbs, and she selected just one group of flowers for most months of 
the year, illustrated by excellent slides. 
She chose Colchicums for September and into the winter months, 
whose common name of autumn crocus is a misnomer as they be-
long to the lily family. The beautiful flowers appear before their 
leaves, and here was a warning that the large ungainly leaves can 
look unsightly after the flowers have died. 
These are followed by the true autumn crocus and then the Cycla-
men with colours ranging from white through pink to red. Their 
heart-shaped leaves, often prettily marbled, naturalise well under 
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trees and deciduous shrubs. 
February is Snowdrop time, and she recommended Arnott, and At-
kinsii which is a larger than the common species.  Thanks to the ef-
forts of over enthusiastic ‘galanthophiles’ there is a huge number of 
varieties, most having just a very slight variation on the green edg-
ing to the centre of the flower. 
Hard on the heels of the snowdrop comes the Crocus, and Lady 
Skelmersdale recommended a visit to Forde Abbey in early March to 
see them in full flower over ten acres. 
March sees the appearance of the Erythronium or dog’s tooth violet, 
so named for its canine tooth like root. These delicate flowers natu-
ralise well under trees and form a beautiful display at Knightshayes 
Court in late March/early April. 
April is normally the main season for daffodils and a recommenda-
tion for pots was Hawera. Lady Skelmersadle is about to carry out 
trials of wild daffodil bulbs for the RHS – anyone with any bulbs to 
spare was asked if they could please spare five bulbs.  
May is Tulip time, and the Batalinii group grow really well and will 
increase, unlike many of the modern hybrids.  
Alliums were chosen for May, from the deep purple of Purple Sensa-
tion to the huge flower heads of Christophii which are superb when 
dried.   
July is for Lilies, and to all those whose lilies do not prosper, make 
sure they are watered well before, during and after flowering. Give 
them a good feed once a week when in flower, and make sure Ma-
donna lilies are planted in full sun. 
Finally, August sees the big range of Crocosmias both large and 
small.  If these are failing to produce good flowering displays, dig 
them up and take off the top corms only and replant.  They grow 
new corms on top of old so that eventually the top ones (which 
should produce the flowers) cannot get enough nutrients to do so. 
Lady Skelmersdale then judged the competition for four flower 
stems from bulbs. First prize went to Mary Gusterson with four 
large, perfect snowdrops, second was Wendy Hall and third Jill Mog-
ford. 
Chairman Jean Watkis reminded members that there would be a 
competition for a photograph of an orchid at the next meeting on 
17th April at Bishopswood, where the speaker will be club member 
Wendy Hall on Flowers, Gardens and Wildlife in Canada.  

Wendy Hall. 
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Otterford Church 
Jumble Sale 

 
It was a very wet, miserable day; 
international rugby on the televi-
sion; would we attract many buy-
ers? However, we need not have 
worried as 81 people paid their 20 
pence admission fee, many of 
them having queued outside for 
quite a while. 
Thanks to everyone, who turned out their houses to provide us with 
all manner of goods, our tables were full. Doors opened and we 
were prepared for the rush, always initially, to the bric-a-brac stall. 
Trading was brisk and by 4.30pm it was all over, including the clear-
ing up. We would like to give a big thank you to all the helpers who 
came in the morning to help set up and who worked very hard in the 
afternoon. The success of the jumble sale relies on the help of all 
our friends. 
The raffle, with 17 prizes on the table, raised £61.58 with the first 
three prizes going to Mrs. Hine, who chose a set of placemats, Mrs. 
Gale who chose the Easter cake made and donated by Linda Butter-
field, and David Ruthven with the Quality Street chocolates. Thank 
you to all who donated the prizes. 
The final amount raised was a magnificent £480.30 for church 
funds. The top three stalls were: - Bric-a-Brac: £125.40; Cakes: 
£104.85; Books £42.81. Thank you to Linda Gower who donated 
£88.50 from the sale of the books of the life of Frederika Tyrell. 

Exclusive,  
contemporary range       

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 
 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 

Exclusive,  
contemporary range       

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 
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MARK STAPLE 
 

CARPENTRY 
 

Professional 
Kitchen Fi er 

 

Supply and fit or fit only 
 

All aspects of carpentry 
and 

home improvement work 
undertaken 

 

Tel: 01823 413663 
Mob: 07798 830365 

RICHARD 
BROWN 

 

ELECTRICIAN 
 

Prompt Professional Service 
 

Sockets 
Lighting 
Rewiring 

Upgrading Fuse Boxes 
 

Part “P” Registered 
 

( 01823 680389 
Mobile: 07721089209 

Sign writers with a sense of humour? 
On an electricity pylon: 

Danger! Touching these wires will result in instant death. Any-
one found doing so will be prosecuted. 

Outside an Indian Restaurant: 
Delicious and authentic curries. One visit is enough to make 
you regular. 

In an office kitchen: 
Staff should empty teapots and then stand upside down on the 
draining board. 

In a department store: 
Bargain basement upstairs 

In a country lane: 
When this sign is under water the road is closed to traffic 

In a shop window: 
Why shop elsewhere and be cheated when you can come here? 
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Mark Farmer 
for 

LOCAL PURPOSE-MADE 
HIGH QUALITY 

JOINERY 
 

…..Windows, doors 
 fitted wardrobes etc. 

 

Ullcombe Joinery 
Telephone: 01404 861421 

After 6.00p.m. 
 

when you can’t buy it  
“off the shelf” 

 

Listed properties a speciality 
 

ULLCOMBE JOINERY 

 

Blackdown 
Property maintenance 

 

Repairs to houses/sheds/guttering 
Patio laying/drain clearing 
Basic plumbing and electrics 

small building works 
Tiled and laminate flooring 

Stables (partitioning & maintenance) 
Field Shelters & poultry houses built 

Land/garden maintenance  
including fence repairs 

Also 
Plans etc. drawn up for 

consent/approval 
 

Ring/fax: David Lowe 
01823 601048 / 07855346843 
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E S U A S K K Q A S Q L Y A S C Z S F O 

M T S N V M L E A H H N E R O C H E K M 

Y R H R F R L S S K C V L Q N O S H O U 

A E N Y A H S T H G I N K A L J O S N I 

R E T A W K C A L B B O C M W W O B K M 

T T I J S N O T X U L T A G S I W I R E 

Y A D Y T T I R B C A N R T M I H S I T 

G S F R O I P R S K C U E F E P E H N I 

R H K C O Y M E H L K A I T A D A O G F 

E F G P X F S J A A D T T N T T T P B D 

E D B N P I R V F N O S S C H N L S O C 

N E L O N A E E I D W E X A A R A W R V 

L L I H E L P A T S N T H T R O N O O T 

A E N E W T O W N T R I S A P P D O U S 

N C D H Z H S R A M O H N X E C S D G S 

D O M M E T T M G A C W Y E S N R O H A 

G F O H G I E L S R E T T U R C S N C B 

D R O F T I H W U Y H H F C I E L C N D 

N D R O F N I H C R U H C E T N S G E D 

E C E B M O C D I W A P A K I D E T X B 

Blackdown Hills Wordsearch 
 
Bishopswood  Blackdown  Blackwater  Blindmoor  Britty  Buckland St Mary 
Churchinford  Churchstanton  Dommett  Greenland  Hemyock   
Holman Clavel  Hornsey  Howstead  Knightshayne  Luxton  Marsh  Neroche  
Newtown  Otterford  Rackley  Ringborough  Ruttersleigh  Smeatharpe   
Staple Hill  Street Ash  Wheatlands  Whitestaunton  Whitford Widcombe  
Yarty 
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DAVID GARROD 
 

QUALITY CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
 

Cupboards, Kitchen cabinets, 
Wardrobes, Shelving, Doors etc. 

 

Tel/Fax 01404 890135 
Dunkeswell, Honiton, EX14 4QH 

Quick Quiz 
With St. George’s Day in mind we thought we’d come up with a quiz 
based on the trivia every “Brit” should know!  Give it a whirl and see 
how many you can get… answers next month. 
 What type of fish are “Arbroath Smokies”? 
 In the first Harry Potter book, to which platform does Harry 

have to go in order to catch the train to Hogwarts? 
 What does BAFTA stand for? 
 Which English City do the rivers Don and Sheaf flow through? 
 What English edifice, built in the nineteenth century, has 375 

thousand light bulbs? 
 Which English King initiated the hundred years war with 

France? 
 Which of the Bronte sisters wrote the novels “Agnes Gray” and 

“The Tenant of Wildfell Hall”? 
 Which English vegetable yields the most pounds of produce per 

acre? 
 Which famous lighthouse stands ten miles off Plymouth 

Sound? 
 What is James Bond’s military rank? 
 In which Scottish Castle was Mary, Queen of Scots imprisoned 

after her forced abdication? 
 W.G. Grace captained England at what two sports? 

If you enjoyed this little quiz, why not come along to the Quiz night 
and auction of promises on the 10th May –  see the pink pages for 
more details. 

Friends of Churchstanton School 
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Jesus the Jew 
One of the most difficult ideas to get over to children in RE lessons is the idea that 
Jesus was Jewish. For the writers of the New Testament (who were mostly Jewish 
themselves) this was not an issue but children frequently respond to any question by 
saying ‘he couldn’t be because he was a Christian’. Zeffirelli did his best by showing 
what appears to be Jesus’ Bar Mitzvah in his epic film but unfortunately Bar Mitzvah 
ceremonies were not invented until over a thousand years later. 
 
The celebration of Easter recalls the events of the Last Supper which, according to 
Matthew, Mark and Luke, took place while the disciples were eating the Seder Meal 
for the first night of Passover. The sharing of bread and wine is still part of every Jew-
ish festival meal. 
 
Jesus’ body had to be buried hurriedly because the Jewish Sabbath starts at sunset 
on Friday. For this reason as well the women could not anoint the body until Sunday 
morning after the Sabbath was over. 
 
April this year lies exactly between Easter on March 23rd and Ascension Day on May 
1st. There is not a lot of information about this period in the Bible except for Jesus 
meeting with the disciples and continuing to teach them. 
 
What is interesting are the Jewish details which are found in the early chapters of the 
Acts of the Apostles. 

 
After the Ascension ‘they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away’. (Acts 1:12) 

 
This shows how near Olivet was to Jerusalem as travel on the Sabbath was strictly 
limited. 
 
Peter then talks to the disciples about the scriptures which were revealed through 
King David. He is talking in the Upper Room where the last supper took place. The 
traditional site of the Upper Room is over the Tomb of David. 
 
The Holy Spirit comes to the disciples at the Jewish festival of Pentecost or Shavuot 
which celebrates the giving of the Law and the Ten Commandments to Moses. After 
this the disciples started to convert some of their followers and baptize them but they 
continue to worship in the Temple together and break bread in the traditional Jewish 
way. 
 

So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three 
thousand persons were added. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done 
by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; 
they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, 
as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, 
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts. 
(Acts 2:41-46) 
 

So a study of Judaism can really help with understanding what is happening in the 
New Testament. 
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How To Give A Cat A Pill 
1. Pick up cat and cradle it in the crook of your 

left arm as if holding a baby. Position right forefinger and thumb 
on either side of cat's mouth and gently apply pressure to 
cheeks while holding pill in right hand. As cat opens mouth, pop 
pill into mouth. Allow cat to close mouth and swallow. 

2. Retrieve pill from floor and cat from behind sofa. Cradle cat in 
left arm and repeat process. 

3. Retrieve cat from bedroom, and throw soggy pill away. 
4. Take new pill from foil wrap, cradle cat in left arm, holding rear 

paws tightly with left hand. Force jaws open and push pill to 
back of mouth with right forefinger. Hold mouth shut for a count 
of ten. 

5. Retrieve pill from goldfish bowl and cat from top of wardrobe. 
Call spouse from garden. 

6. Kneel on floor with cat wedged firmly between knees, hold front 
and rear paws. Ignore low growls emitted by cat. Get spouse to 
hold head firmly with one hand while forcing wooden ruler into 
mouth. Drop pill down ruler and rub cat's throat vigorously. 

Buckland St. Mary Church 100+ Club  

Winners for the Month of February 2008 
         
  Amount  Number  Name of Winner 
   1st Prize - £20.00  65  Tom Kennedy 
   2nd Prize - £15.00  100  Laura Hutchings 
   3rd Prize - £10.00  52  Frank Aplin 
   4th Prize - £5.00  98  Doreen Manning 
Drawn by Mrs. Marjorie Butt or Mr. William Butt     
  at Buckland St. Mary Post Office in the last week of the Month.   

Otterford Church 100 Club 
Winners February 2008 

Elaine Wrighton 7 £20 

Jordan Jones 75 £15 

Joan Sharland 17 £10 

Linda Butterfield 18 £5 

ENDPIECE 
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7. Retrieve cat from curtain rail, get another pill from foil wrap. 
Make note to buy new ruler and repair curtains. Carefully sweep 
shattered figurines and vases from hearth and set to one side 
for gluing later. 

8. Wrap cat in large towel and get spouse to lie on cat with head 
just visible from below armpit. Put pill in end of drinking straw, 
force mouth open with pencil and blow down drinking straw. 

9. Check label to make sure pill not harmful to humans, drink 1 
beer to take taste away. Apply Band-Aid to spouse’s forearm 
and remove blood from carpet with cold water and soap. 

10. Retrieve cat from neighbour’s shed. Get another pill. Open an-
other beer. Place cat in cupboard, and close door on to neck, to 
leave head showing. Force mouth open with dessert spoon. Flick 
pill down throat with elastic band. 

11. Fetch screwdriver from garage and put cupboard door back on 
hinges. Drink beer. Fetch bottle of scotch. Pour shot, drink. Ap-
ply cold compress to cheek and check records for date of last 
tetanus shot. Apply whiskey compress to cheek to disinfect. 
Consume another shot. Throw tee-shirt away and fetch new one 
from bedroom. 

12. Call fire department to retrieve the cat from across the road. 
Apologize to neighbour who crashed into fence while swerving to 
avoid cat. Take last pill from foil wrap. 

13. Tie the little git’s front paws to rear paws with garden twine and 
bind tightly to leg of dining table, find heavy-duty pruning 
gloves from shed. Push pill into mouth followed by large piece of 
filet steak. Be rough about it. Hold head vertically and pour 2 
pints of water down throat to wash pill down. 

14. Consume remainder of scotch. Get spouse to drive you to the 
emergency room, sit quietly while doctor stitches fingers and 
forearm and removes pill remnants from right eye. Call furniture 
shop on way home to order new table. 

15. Arrange for RSPCA to collect mutant cat from hell and call local 
pet shop to see if they have any hamsters. 

How To Give A Dog A Pill 
1. Wrap it in bacon. 
2. Toss it in the air. 
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PLEASE MENTION CBO NEWS WHEN CONTACTING 
ADVERTISERS -THANK YOU. 

INDEX OF REGULAR COMMERCIAL ADVERTISERS 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE   COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE 

Aerial Erector 7  Furniture Manufacturer 52 

Age Concern 21  Garden Contractor 47 
Arboriculture/Estate Management 32  Garden Machinery Service & Repair 2 
Aromatherapy  41  Garden Machinery Sales & Service 30 
Auctioneer & Valuer 27  Garden Maintenance 29 
Bed & Breakfast - Stapley 14  Gardening Services 10 
Breath Easy 40  Handyman 8 
Builder - General 7  Home & Garden Services 20 
Builder - Rural, listed, Eco 29  Household Helper 37 
Builders & Carpenters 47  Joinery 19 
Building & Construction 54  Joinery 54 
Carpentry/Joinery 11  Land Management 47 
Carpentry/Joinery 14  Livery Stables 17 
Carpenter/Kitchen fitter 53  Logs for Sale 16 
Catering 28  Massage 10 
Catering 45  Odd Jobs/Handyman 27 
Cattery 37  Painter & Decorator 16 
Chartered Surveyor 38  Photographer 34 
Chiropodist/Podiatrist 49  Planning Apps. Draughtswoman 16 
Computer Repairs & Services 50  Plumbing Services 10 
Computer Repairs & Services 56  Podiatrist 22 
Conservatory Installation 22  Post Office & General Store - BSM  10 
Construction 15  Post Office & General Store - Churchinford 40 
Driving School 13  Pre-School - Buckland St. Mary 31 
Driving School 50  Pre-School & Day Care Churchinford 6 
Electrical Services 10  Property Maintenance 54 
Electrician 53  Retirement Home 25 
Estate Agents 38  Self Catering Accommodation 13 
Farm Meats 43  Sewing Machine Service 2 
Fencing 29  Steam Cleaning (Domestic) 39 
Forestry Services 33  Storage-Secure containers 27 
Funeral Directors 30  Toddler Group BSM 49 
Furniture Maker & Joinery 44  Tree Surgeon 2 
Furniture Designer & Manufacture 18  Tree Surgeon 24 
   Veterinary Surgeon 9 
     



For routine or non urgent matters you may contact 
 
 
 

Churchstanton & Otterford Community Beat Officer: PC MARIA JENNINGS 
PC Maria Jennings’ email: ssntauntonrural@avonandsomersetpolice.uk  

 

Buckland St. Mary Community Beat Officer: PC MARK EDGINGTON 
PC Mark Edgington’s email– mark.edgington@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 

 

Sgt Andy Lloyd - andy.lloyd@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk  

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES: 
FIRE, POLICE, AMBULANCE:  999. 

 

IF YOU SEE A CRIME BEING COMMITTED OR WISH TO    
REPORT A CRIME WHICH HAS BEEN COMMITTED &/OR 
YOU NEED A CRIME  NUMBER TO SATISFY AN INSUR-

ANCE CLAIM, TELEPHONE 
CRIME REPORTING: 0845 456 7000 

THE BLACKDOWN PRACTICE 
Opening Times. 

 

   Hemyock           Churchinford  Dunkeswell   

Monday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  3.00 -   6.00 
 

Tuesday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  4.00 -   6.00 
 

Wednesday:  8.30 - 1.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
   2.00 - 6.00     3.30 -   6.00 
 

Thursday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

Friday:   8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

NB  Hemyock surgery - EMERGENCIES ONLY Saturdays 9.00 - 11.00am. 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

HEMYOCK:    Appointments & enquiries  01823 680206 
    Dispensary     01823 680007 
    Fax. (Repeat prescriptions)  01823 680680 

CHURCHINFORD:  Appointments & enquiries  01823 681700 

DUNKESWELL:  Appointments & Dispensary  01823 681720 
 

BLACKDOWN SUPPORT GROUP: Barbara Starkiss  01823 681036 
 

HOSPITALS:   MUSGROVE PARK   01823 333444 
    CHARD & DISTRICT   01460 63175 
    HONITON & DISTRICT  01404 42362 
    ST. MARGARET’S HOSPICE 01823 259394 



Useful Phone Numbers 
 

Please contact us if you have any phone number changes or  
additions  you would like us to consider making to this list.  Thank you. 

 

Churchstanton 
Taunton Deane Borough Councillor – John Thorne    01823 663146 
            email. Cllr.j.thorne@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
               Blogsite  www.johnthorne.blogspot.com 
Chair of the Parish Council - Nick Strange     01823 601565 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Brian Simpson     01823 601694 
Village Hall bookings - Sylvia Pike      01823 601236 
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris    01823 421395 
Churchstanton Primary School - Head Teacher: Simon Mills   01823 601354 
Neighbourhood Watch - Richard Badman     01823 601264 
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper      01823 601347 
 

Buckland St Mary: www.buckland-st-mary.co.uk 
South Somerset District Councillor – Ros Roderigo    01460 62081 
           email ros.roderigo@southsomerset.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Josephine Salter     01460 234703 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Gill Horner     01460 234256 
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board      01460 234200 
Neighbourhood Watch - Jean & Chris Watkis     01460 234226 
Buckland St Mary Primary School:  Head Teacher - Simon Billington  01460 234251 
Tower Captain - Keith Every       01460 234620 
Churchwarden - Ian Cumming       01460 234460 
 

Otterford 
TD Borough Councillor John Thorne. See entry in Churchstanton section above. 
Chair of the Parish Council - Rosemary Viant        01460 234734 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Barbara Simpson     01823 601694 
(Please leave a message if Barbara’s answerphone is on during the day) 
Village Hall bookings - Cindy Beaumont      01460 234351  
Neighbourhood Watch - Peter Naylor      01823 601106 
Churchwarden - David Ruthven      01823 601455 
 

General 
CBO Community Bus Booking - Mike Weir     01823 601333 
Somerset County Councillor - Ross Henley     01823 665988 
Bishopswood Chapel - Pastor Brian Chaplain     01460 234748 
Rector - Revd. Sue Green   email: suegreen@summit.me.uk 01823 421232 
Assistant Priest: Revd. Doris Goddard      01823 601594 
Blackdown Hills AONB - Corinne Matthews     01823 680682 
TDBC Health Response Unit       01823 356337 
Wessex Water         0845 600 4 600 
Bristol Water         0800 373501 
 

NB: For Blackdown Medical Practice information (including the Support Group),    
hospital, Police emergency telephone number and Community Beat Officer’s contact 
details for routine or non urgent matters please see overleaf. 


