
Tithe maps – Notes from the South West Heritage Centre, Taunton.  

Parishioners historically had to give one tenth of their produce to the church. By the early 
19th century, this system was out of date and unfair, as many different arrangements were 
in place, and it was very unpopular. The Tithe Commutation Act of 1836 aimed to solve the 
problem. It calculated total tithe payments and rent charges from the previous seven years, 
and apportioned the total among the parish’s landholders, depending on their acreage and 
quality of land. For each parish a map and survey (known as an apportionment or award) were 
created. On the tithe map each field was to be precisely measured. However, local surveyors 
often had little experience and no standardisation of scale or detail was set, so maps vary in 
size and detail from parish to parish. Many town centres are not mapped, and a few parishes 
have no map at all. Each field on the map was numbered, and cross-referenced in the 
apportionment, providing details on the landowner, tenant, name of the property or land, 
state of cultivation, acreage, and amount of tithes payable. Entries are organised 
alphabetically by landowner, not numerically by tithe number. On some maps villages are 
drawn separately at a larger scale and buildings are often coloured pink. Three copies of the 
tithe map were produced: one was held centrally (now at The National Archives), one was 
held by the Diocese and the third by the parish. The Somerset Heritage Centre holds the 
Diocesan copies and a percentage of the parish copies. All of the tithe maps have been 
digitised, and are available on the computers in the Heritage Centre. 

(The original Tithe Map is available on line at the Heritage Centre, but can also be accessed through 
the Somerset Historic Environment Record. Type into your browser SomersetHER; click on Maps; click 
on Layers, tick Tithe Maps & delete other options. Type Buckland St Mary into box top left; press 
return; choose Buckland St Mary (or other preferred option) from drop down list. The BSM Tithe Map 
will then appear, and should open out into the whole parish. Warning: it is slow.) 

 


