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EDITORIAL 
Without care this could soon become a Nature Watch column, particularly as 
the unseasonal weather continues. 

Easter is very early, coming this month, but the countryside is almost as 
advanced as though Easter were in late April. The roads around our villages 
are lined with snowdrops and early celandines. The wayside on the road to 
Churchinford from Bishopswood is again lined with daffodils. The camellias 
are in bud and already colouring. Where have all the primroses gone how-
ever? Is it perhaps those friends from the city who delight in digging them 
up and taking them back to the smoke? 

Writing this and looking out at the bird ‘feeding station’, as it was described 
at the garden centre, there are blue tits, great tits, bull finches, green finch-
es, nuthatches, blackbirds, a lone woodpecker and several robins who look 
likely candidates for Weightwatchers thanks to the dehydrated meal worms. 
All this as well as a number of supersized crows which should be from those 
‘immemorial elms’ in the churchyard and who try, inelegantly, to land on 
the top of the pole but inevitably fall off. 

Foxes and badgers are already out and about in the Neroche forest. 

So it seems that spring is indeed arriving early with Easter though the re-
cent frosts might have spared us from some of the summer bugs to come. 

To those people who point out that there is still ‘a nip in the air’ – it is only 
the end of February. However, according to the Meteorological Office the 
first day of spring is 1st March. Traditionally, spring begins with the Vernal 
equinox on the night of 20th/21st March. March is a busy month as Lady 
Day (March 25) is one of the original quarter days: the four dates in each 
year on which servants were hired, and rents and rates were due. 

Lady Day itself celebrates the Feast of the Annunciation when the Archangel 
Gabriel appeared to Mary to announce the forthcoming birth of Jesus. 

Lady Day was also the first day of the year in England until 1752. On a ra-
ther sour note, the British tax year still starts on ‘Old’ Lady Day (6 April un-
der the pre-1752 calendar). 

This month’s edition is full of material thanks to all your efforts. For the fu-
ture, we have also had requests for a Births, Marriages and Deaths column, 
all notices to the Editors please. 

A very Happy Easter to all our readers. 

 

David Bleloch & Jon Mayled 

While the editors welcome material for publication in the ‘CBO News’, they do not guarantee that any item will be included or will 
appear in a particular edition.  They reserve the right to edit or shorten any items which are used.  Publication is in good faith and 
does not imply accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed. 

 

DEADLINE DATE 

Edition Closing date 
April Wed 12 March 
May Fri 11 April 
June Wed 14 May 
July Fri 13 June 
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GARDEN DESIGN, CLEARANCE, 
PLANTING & MAINTENANCE 

 

 hedge trimming/laying 
 turfing & mowing (large or small) 
 strimming, weeding & pruning etc. 
 

 paving & decking 
 groundwork 
 fencing 
 walling (incl. dry stone) 
 sheds (supply &/or erection) 
 

ALL RUBBISH REMOVED: INSURED;FRIENDLY & 
EXPERIENCED: EXCELLENT REFERENCES & 

COMPETITIVE SERVICE 

Home & Garden 
Tel. 01823 667714 

www.homegardenservices.co.uk 
homegardenservices@hotmail.co.uk 

CH LANDSCAPING 
Tel. 01823 667714 

www.chlandscaping.co.uk 
chlandscaping@hotmail.co.uk 

Notice to our 500+ 
Subscribers 

Thank you for renewing your 
subscription. We appreciate your 
support and will endeavour to 
produce a magazine that is 
interesting and useful.  

We have a number of new 
advertisers—they appreciate you 
too! 

But, there are some of you 
reading this who have not paid 
their subscriptions—you know who 
you are, and so do we! 
Unfortunately we cannot afford to 
deliver this magazine free of 
charge. 

We are only asking for £7—please 
make sure you pay your 
subscription before March 14th or 
this will be your last issue. 
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THINKING ALOUD … 

Thoughts from the Blackdown Benefice Churches 
www.blackdown.org.uk 

 
Dear Friends, 
By the time these words are published, we’ll be half way through 
Lent, and within sight of Good Friday and Easter. It seems that eve-
rything is early this year, the bulbs, the flowering shrubs, and even 
Holy Week itself. A lot of the time so far, the weather has been un-
seasonably warm, and  there has been little of the predicted cold 
winter. 
Did you keep New Year resolutions? Or more recently, Lenten deter-
minations to do something a little extra? I determined myself to 
make more time to read and to make my prayer time just a bit long-
er. 
One of the leading chains of chemists produced a ‘change your life-
style’ ads at the beginning of the year, based on aiming to change 
just one thing at a time. Obviously aimed at healthy living and the 
like, it made me think that perhaps it could be equally applied to our 
spiritual lives. Changing something in ourselves which is less than 
good, or making a special effort to develop a better spiritual habit 
like extra prayer, or more regular worship, but doing it a bit at a 
time. Like the old joke: 
 Q:“How do you eat an elephant? 
A: Only one spoonful at a time”!!!………………..I’d better stop there!! 
But with Alleluia, Christ is Risen! –the victory to look forward to af-
ter walking the way of Christ’s cross. 
Love and blessings to you all, 

Doris 

SUBSCRIBERS 
PLEASE READ THE NOTICE 
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CHURCH SERVICES – March – 2008 
  

2 March 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Mothering 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) (+Sunday School) 
Sunday 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
   
9 March 0800 Corfe Holy Communion (BCP) 
Lent 5 1030 Birchwood Holy Communion (BCP) 
 1030 Churchstanton Morning Worship (CW) 
 1030 Otterford Family Service 
 1030 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW) 
 1800 Buckland St Mary Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 1830 Corfe Compline (CW) 
  
16 March 0830 Pitminster Holy Communion (BCP) 
Palm Sunday 1030 Churchstanton Family Service 
 1030 Corfe Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Morning Worship (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (CW) (Sunday School) 
 1830 Otterford Compline (CW) 
Holy Week 
Monday 17 1800 Otterford Short Evening Prayer 
Tuesday 18 1800 Birchwood Short Evening Prayer 
Wednesday 19 1800 Buckland St Mary Short Evening Prayer  
Thursday 20 1930 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW) 
Good Friday 1400 Churchstanton Devotional Service 
Easter Eve 1900 Corfe Service of Light 
 
23 March 0900 Corfe Holy Communion (BCP) 
Easter Day 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Otterford Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Public Worship - Communion by Extension (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (CW) 
 
30 March 1030 Pitminster United Holy Communion (CW) 
Easter 2  (followed by Curry Bring-and-Share Lunch in Village Hall) 
   
6 April 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Easter 3 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) (+Sunday School) 
 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
  
Readers and Sidesmen for Buckland St Mary and Birchwood 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
2 March 0830 Jean Watkis 2 Corinthians 1.3-7 Ian Cumming 
  Ian Cumming John 19.25b-27 Del Wiggins 
9 March 1030 Peter Reed Romans 8.6-11 Peter Reed 
  Richard W-Smith John 11.1-45 
 1800 William Kennard Ezekiel 37.1-14 Ian Cumming 
  Tim Kirkbride John 11.1-45  
16 March 1100 Barbara Board Philippians 2.5-11 Gordon Board 
  Sandie Potts Matthew 21.1-11 Ann Hales 
23 March 1100 Pam Hull Acts 10.34-43 Ian Cumming 
  Vicki Bell Luke 24.1-12 Gordon Board 
6 April 0830 Pam Martin Acts 2.14a and 36-41 
  Jean Hine Luke 24.13-35 
  
Readers for Otterford 
  Readers 
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SERVICES AT BISHOPSWOOD CHAPEL 
Family Worship     
 10.30 am - 11.15 am  
Refreshments     
 11.15 am onwards 
Communion + Evening Service    6.30 pm - 7.45 
pm 

9 March 1030 John Gusterson Ezekiel 37.1-14  
  David Bleloch John 11.1-45  
23 March 1030 Penny Gale Acts 10.34-43  
  Susan Bryan Terry Luke 24.1-12  
  
Readers and Sidesmen for Churchstanton 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
2 March 1030 Gill Dennis Exodus 2.1-10 Claudia Gill 
  Sandra Aldworth John 19.25b-27 
9 March 1030 Christine Bradbeer Ezekiel 37.1-14 Geoffrey Berry 
  David Dobinson John 11.1-45  
16 March 1030 Shirley Hooper Zechariah 9.9-12 Sylvia Pike 
  Barbara Simpson Matthew 21.1-11  
23 March 0830 Peter Gill Acts 10.34-43 Stephen Higgs 
  Michael Sheard Luke 24.1-12  
6 April 1030 Bill Morris Acts 2.14a and 36-41 Claudia Gill 
  Joyce Lockyer Luke 24.13-35 

Yarty Gardening Club 
The Yarty Gardening Club’s Annual General Meeting 
saw two new members joining the committee – William 
Kennard (who takes over the vacant post of vice 
chairman) and Chris Burnham.   
Chairman Jean Watkis reported on an enjoyable year 

for the club, with a good selection of speakers covering a diversity of 
subjects from Wild Flowers of the Blackdown Hills to Climate 
Change.   There were outings to Orchid Paradise and The Garden 
House at Buckland Monachorum, and Colour Wheel Plants at 
Honiton.   
The club’s main fund raising event was an Open Gardens day in 
Bishopswood, which raised £300. Thanks were due to those people 
who opened their gardens on what was turned out to be a rather 
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inclement day – and to those who supported the event in spite of 
the weather. 
The club is also responsible for organising the Buckland St Mary 
Flower Show, the date this year being Sunday, 17th August.  
Competitions will include fruit, flowers, vegetables, crafts and 
photography, as well as mouth-watering food and drink classes. 
The evening ended with a very enjoyable quiz devised by Lynn and 
Lawrie Wright.  Winners were ‘The All Rounders’ (Gill Bromley, Anne 
and Clive Robinson, Dr Charles Hill and Cindy Beaumont). 
The chairman also announced the introduction of some new 
competitions for 2008, the next one being a photograph of an 
orchid, which will be judged at the April meeting.  The October 
competition is for a chrysanthemum in a pot – please order your 
plant at the March meeting. 
Jean Watkis remains chairman of the Yarty Gardening Club for the 
coming year, but the club is still looking for a secretary to replace 
Wendy Hall who has stood down after eight years in the post.  Will 
any takers please ring Wendy on 01460 52382! 
The next club meeting is on Thursday, 20th March, 7.30 p.m. in 
Buckland St Mary Village Hall, when Gordon Maskrey will be 
speaking about ‘Propagation’.  There will also be a raffle at the 
March meeting – contributions of prizes will be gratefully received.  

Sandringham Conservatories 
With 

Quality Installations 

We are a local family specializing in the design and installation 
of : 
  Custom designed Conservatories (Hardwood/UPVC)  
  Made to measure blinds. 
  Replacement windows- fascias- gutters etc. 
  Eco log Cabins 
  Small Farm Buildings/ Stables etc. 
 

Phone: 
Philip Partridge:       07860 538688 
Jonathan Partridge: 07980 655312 
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MARK STAPLE 
 

CARPENTRY 
 

Professional 
Kitchen Fi er 

 

Supply and fit or fit only 
 

All aspects of carpentry 
and 

home improvement work 
undertaken 

 

Tel: 01823 413663 
Mob: 07798 830365 

 
 

HEATHFIELD 
GARDEN 

CONTRACTORS 
 

General & Heavy Garden 
Work 

Garden Clearance & all 
Groundworks 

Garden Landscaping, 
Rockeries, Pools, Lawns,  
Patios, Drives & Pathways 

 

Post & Rail & Stock Fencing 
 

Mini Digger Hire 
 

JR HAWKER 
Tel.: 01823 680713 (Home) 

07989 549021 (Mobile) 

Free Quotations 

Visitors are most welcome to all the club meetings, so why not come 
along.    

Wendy Hall 

H ello everyone. The subject of antisocial 
behaviour is topical at the moment with the 

government recognising that nuisance neighbours 
can have a dramatic effect on the quality of life of 
others.  The police keep records of such persons and 
in the first instance try to obtain agreement with 
offenders that they will amend their activities.  These 
attempts to change behavioural patterns are often 

used when the police or other agencies apply to courts for an Anti-
social Behaviour Order (ASBO) to be imposed on persistent 
offenders.  These orders can restrict the activities quite severely for 
those who are subjected to an order.  These conditions can include 
being excluded from entering certain shops, approaching certain 
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groups of people, 
not gathering in a 
group larger than 
three individuals 
or even from 
entering a certain 
area.   Failure to 
comply with 
these orders 
have seen 
individuals being 
sent to prison for 
considerable 
periods of time. 
Fortunately there 
are very few 
situations in our 
area that warrant 
such an 

approach. 
We also work closely with local youth services and the Youth 
Offending Team to develop a structured response to deter youths 
from causing anti-social behaviour. Evaluation has indicated a 
marked improvement in the behaviour of youths who have been 
involved in the process with the majority of Acceptable Behaviour 
Contracts being completed successfully.  Long may it continue.  If 
you want more information or to find out ways to report anti-social 
behaviour telephone Anti-Social Behaviour Co-ordinator, Kate 
Rollinson on 01823 363210. 
Usual numbers 0845 456 7000 for all requests for assistance and 
you can reach me on Voicemail 01823 363287 and 70106 at the 
prompt.  
Regards until next month. 

PCSO 9240 Donna Langdon 

Female Helper 
Painting/Decorating/Spring Cleans 

From a single room to a whole house 
Let my helping hands help you. 

Call Maggie North on 01460 234 309 
(Answer phone or after 6pm) 

"Fun Quiz - "The Birds and the Bees" - £1.00 per sheet - in aid of 
funds for the Buckland St Mary & District Branch of the Royal British 
Legion. Available from Bill Butt, 
Buckland St Mary Post Office & Village Stores." 
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CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST 
 

STEPHEN WAPLINGTON, 
MSSCh, MBChA. HPC Registered 

 
 

EXPERT FOOTCARE IN YOUR OWN HOME 
AT NO EXTRA COST 

 

For friendly and professional treatment 
please call: 

 

01404 861328 

                         

Exciting new programme of 
outdoor events for spring/

summer 
A new programme of outdoor activities is being 

launched, with something for all ages from bushcraft to bat 
detecting. 
Blackdown Hills Countryside Events for spring/summer 2008 
features 41 fresh air events to enjoy as the weather warms up. The 
programme kicks off on Saturday 1st March with a fascinating 
workshop on creating a traditional orchard. The following weekend 
there is springtime storytelling down on the farm - a chance for little 
ones to see real baby animals and listen to some charming farmyard 
stories. 
The spring/summer programme continues until the end of August 
with a host of walks, workshops, and fun family days. You can find 
out how to create a wildlife garden, hunt for wild food, trace a river, 
and learn forest survival skills. You can discover the landscape 
through art or listen to the dawn chorus before a hearty breakfast. 
Enthusiastic local experts will help you to discover butterflies, birds, 
insects and animals - even carnivorous plants. 
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Blackdown 
Property maintenance 

 

Repairs to houses/sheds/guttering 
Patio laying/drain clearing 
Basic plumbing and electrics 

small building works 
Tiled and laminate flooring 

Stables (partitioning & maintenance) 
Field Shelters & poultry houses built 

Land/garden maintenance  
including fence repairs 

Also 
Plans etc. drawn up for 

consent/approval 
 

Ring/fax: David Lowe 
01823 601048 / 07855346843 

Exclusive,  
contemporary range       

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 
 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 

Exclusive,  
contemporary range       

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 
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DAVID GARROD 
 

QUALITY CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
 

Cupboards, Kitchen cabinets, 
Wardrobes, Shelving, Doors etc. 

 

Tel/Fax 01404 890135 
Dunkeswell, Honiton, EX14 4QH 

Blackdown Hills Countryside Events is produced by the Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Partnership and the Neroche 
scheme. It features events organised by the AONB and Neroche as 
well as many other local organisations such as the Wildlife Trusts. 
Many of the events are free, or low cost, to give everyone the 
chance to experience the stunning beauty of the Blackdown Hills. 
For your free copy of the programme booklet, call the AONB office 
on 01823 680681 or email blackdownhills@devon.gov.uk 

SMEATHARPE W.I. 
e.mail: smeatharpewi@aol.com 

http://members.aol.com/SmeatharpeWI 
A coffee morning at the picturesque cottage of Maureen 
Johnston was the venue of the February meeting.  A very 
full ‘Bring & Buy’ table organised by Chris Panton and Rita 
Batchelor did a roaring trade and the raffle run by Fleur 
Layzell and Anne Nicholls was well supported. After 

welcoming the many visitors and members the President, Pam 
Parry, reminded everyone of the forthcoming events. These included 
the recommencement of the different craft groups run by Meg 
Sparks (barge painting), Maureen Johnston (card making) and 
Sharon Jane (jewellery/rug making/sewing/knitting, etc., etc.). 
Volunteers to support the refreshment stand at the very important 
Hedge Laying competition were asked for and the President 
announced the dates for Ann Salmon’s ‘Yellow Book’ open garden 
day and her own cream tea day for the Air Ambulance. The outings 
organizer, Ann Salmon, circulated clip boards for people to reserve 
places on several forthcoming trips, some of which were in 
conjunction with other organizations. Joyce Lockyer invited everyone 
to watch a fashion show on 26 March at a meeting of the Golden 
Age Club in Churchinford Village Hall.  Linda Knowles was thanked 
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Yarcombe & District Young 
Farmers Club 

As you may remember from my last update, 5 
lucky members from our own club have won the 
opportunity to travel to Tanzania with other 
members of YFC to carry out charity work over 

there. We would like to support our members and the charity and 
would like to help by raising money for tools and equipment to go 
with them. Therefore…………………… 
Yarcombe YFC would like to invite you our Auction of Promises on 
Saturday 22nd March at Chardstock Village Hall and on that same 
evening we will be amusing you with this year’s entry to the club 
entertains competition. Definitely a date to keep free in your diary!  
We donated £400 raised from various activities last year to the Farm 
Crisis Network at our last meeting; Steve Dennis from the charity 
came along to thank us for the money and gave us a short talk on 
their work and how our money will be useful. 
Millstock Estate Agents based in 
Stockland have very kindly 
sponsored us for our club shirts 
this year. This will go towards the 
cost of embroidery and printing 
etc. All that’s left now is to come 
up with an infamous slogan for 
the back!  
The skittles A team have been 
busy playing Honiton YFC and 

DRY LOGS FOR 
SALE 

 

For details please telephone 
 

Nigel Hodges 
 

Mob.: 07912213535 or 
01823 601408 

by everyone who had been on the tour of the Meteorological Office 
in Exeter for arranging such an interesting afternoon. On 15 March 
Pam Parry will host a meeting to discuss arrangements for the 
forthcoming holiday in Salcombe. 
The Treasurer, Pernelle Rowe, gave her confirmation that funds 
were still buoyant and she was thanked, with Anne Nicholls, for 
producing the new name badges for members.  A telephone list was 
handed out, which immediately became out of date as new 
members joined at the meeting. 
Shiatsu is the topic for next month’s meeting on 6 March at 
7.30p.m. at Smeatharpe Village Hall when old members look 
forward to meeting new members. 
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CHURCHINFORD STORES 
& POST OFFICE 

 

Martin & Fay Newman – Tel/Fax: 01823 601220 
 

Newspapers   Magazines    bread & cakes   Confectionary   Greetings Cards 
Off Licence Provisions   Black & White & Colour Photocopy &  Fax  

Receive/Transmit Services 
 

‘SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOP’ 

 hedging, fencing and draining 
 pasture management (topping, 

spraying, liming, re-seeding, 
cutting etc.) 

 groundworks and drives; outside 
buildings 

We have the machinery and 
expertise to tackle most estate 
management problems; from five 
practical farmers based in the 
Blackdowns, who know. 

 

   Please ring for free quote. 
Tel: 01460 234472 

www.fivefarmers.co.uk 

Land management 
for non-farmers 

Five Farmers 
Countryside Management Ltd. 

Whimple & Broadclyst YFC and winning on both occasions. The ace 
teams that took part were Tom Aplin, Charlotte Broom, Sam Parris, 
Sam Arscott, Bradley Every, Karen Tonkin, Bobby B, Megan D  and 
Chris Hodge. The B team also won against Sid & Otter Vale and won 
yet again. Those awesome skittlers were Lyle B, Patrick Stevens, 
Raymond Burrough James Burrough, Jason Hutchings, William Dyer, 
Karen Tonkin and Jackie D. 
Dan Pidgeon, Lyle Burrough Sam Arscott, Bobby Barnes, Chloe 
Mingo and Emily Bandyzwa risked their lives by undertaking Dodge 
Ball at group level; and the boys played football against Whimple & 
Broadclyst winning 2-1 and they were Lyle Burrough, Sam Arscott, 
Jason Hutchings, Matt Dyer, Jamie Munt, Bradley K, Matt Frost, 
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W.H. BERRY & SON 
BROOKFIELD, COX’S HILL, CHURCHSTANTON, TAUNTON, TA3 7RL 

Telephone/Fax: Churchstanton (01823) 601386 
Independent Family Funeral Directors for three generations, 

Being established by James Berry in 1906. 
We offer a 24 hour personal and caring service. 

Visits to your home to make arrangements as always. 
The only Funeral Director based in the Blackdown Benefice. 

William Dyer, Bradley Every, Bobby Barnes and Phillip Derryman. 
Our group round of the competition of our ‘entertains’ production 
will be on 22nd (the night Yarcombe’s on) and 23rd February at 
Exmouth Pavilions. So if anyone would like to come along and 
support Yarcombe please call Rose Dyer on 07736807899 for 
tickets. 
Lambing within the club is well underway now ready to show at our 
show and sale due take place on the 19th April and the new 
Sedgemoor auction centre. It’s always a great day to attend as 
competition is always in the air  

Rachael Tucker  

View from the Chair 
Churchinford Preschool and Daycare 

Having said thank you to all who helped last year…. I now find that 
many more “Thank Yous” are needed for everyone who has helped 
us fund a new window at Preschool. It has been fitted and not only 
looks fantastic but also keeps us warmer and safer than the old one! 
The Bag2school fund raiser helped us all clear our cupboards and 
raised £86. We have another pick up day from them…. so please 
save up and bag up any clothes, shoes, curtains, bedding bags or 
belts you have no more use for and bring them along to preschool at 
9.00am on 23rd April. 
As I write the sun is shining and there’s the veg patch to finish, then 
some more paperwork….. so I’d best crack on with it. 

Selena Mitford. 
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Prepares a wide selection of the finest homemade foods in the Blackdown 
Hills. All are made from local free range produce. 
 

Something to tempt you ! 
Delicious chicken & Tarragon or Pork Terrine.  

Chicken Liver Paté, Game or Pork Pies. 
Chocolate tart — Heaven on a plate! 

Fresh tangy lemon tart. 
 

Hampers are available for trips to the races or for picnics -  
call me for details. 

 

See me at Churchinford Village Market every first Saturday in the month, 
Trull Market 3rd Saturday in the month or call me with your requirements. 

A wide selection of pies, terrines, patés, quiches, canapés, preserves, puddings & cakes, 
also catering for special occasions. 

Telephone 01823 601099 or 07989 802042 

Oddjobs 
General Household/ Building Repairs 

Plumbing – Heating – Electrical Repairs 
Eg Dripping Taps, Radiator Repairs/Replacement 

Defective Sockets, Power Shower Repairs/
Renewals 

 

Outside Maintenance, Gardening/Fencing. 
Many other tasks undertaken 

No Job Too Small 
Call Edward: Action Line 01460 234339 

No VAT charged on Labour Costs 
Public Liability Cover 
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Stephen D Sparks         Steven P Dodge 
Specialising in Extensions and 
Renovations 
Carpentry and Joinery 
Alterations and Conversions 
Roofing and Loft Conversions 
Replacement Windows and 
Conservatories 

     Free Estimates  
      All work guaranteed   

30yrs experience 
Middle Willand Farm 
Churchstanton 
TAUNTON 
Somerset TA3 7RL 
Tel: 01823 601219 
Mobile: 07778 743698/ 
              07786217911 
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Marti Spencer M.I.P.T.I. 
 

Holistic Health 
Therapist 

20 years experience 
 

AROMATHERAPY 
STRESS CONTROL 

NUTRITIONAL ADVICE 
 

Buckland St. Mary 
Tel: 01460 234 614 

 

Pure essential oils are 
extracted from various parts 
of flowers, herbs and resins 

and have properties that help 
enhance physical and mental 
wellbeing, activate the body’s 
natural healing process and 

strengthen the immune 
system. 

 

STRESS – Not all stress is  neg-
ative – it can be 

stimulating – but it is 
recognised that in excess it 

can cause:- 
INSOMNIA, FATIGUE, 

DEPRESSION, ANXIETY 
PANIC ATTACKS, MIGRAINES 

DIGESTIVE & 
CARDIOVASCULAR PROBLEMS 

 

A treatment can help relieve 
stress and promote deep 

relaxation 
 

AROMATHERAPY can safely be 
used in conjunction with most 

conventional medical 
treatments 

Down 
Memory 

Lane 
25 Years 

Ago 
 
1st Buckland St. Mary Venture 
Scout Unit 
First, an apology for missing last 
month's notes - an oversight by 
Ken. Our New Year Expedition to 
the moors was successful and 
enjoyed by all. Unfortunately we 
had to out short "because of injury 
- so we vent back at the end of 
January and completed our route! 
Rohan, Alison and Ken went to the 
Pantomime, together -with Cubs, 
Scouts, Guides and Brownies - 
thanks to the organisers for a 
pleasant afternoon. On February 
6th the Unit was represented at 
the REGIONAL VENTURE SCOUT 
FORUM held at Exeter by Phil, 
Alison, Pat and Ken. An 
informative day for both Venture 
Scouts and Leaders. It was seen 
that our Unit was as  “active” as 
many within the region. Two of 
our Members, Angela and Alison 
went to the Canoe Exhibition at 
Crystal Palace on Feb 20th, 
together with a party from the 
District. 
During recent Unit Meetings we 
have bees participating in a 
Community Project for a young 
handicapped girl from Ilminster. 
We have been drawing and 
painting pictures to help her 
learning, and a good effort is 
being made by all members. On 
February 24th four of the Unit 
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CHARTERED SURVEYORS AND 
ESTATE AGENTS  

Specialising in country and equestrian properties 

If you are thinking of selling and are seeking 
 

Personal service – over 30 years’ experience 
Access to the best buyers worldwide 

with the help of our London office and the internet 
  

you should consult 

PETER RADICE FRICS 
at his Taunton Office on 01823 282890 at 14 The Bridge, Taunton 

or at his home at Churchstanton on 01823 601108 
website: www.peterradice.co.uk   London Office:  17 Hill Street, Mayfair 

were presented with their VENTURE SCOUT AWARDS. 
Congratulations to Kenny, Dave, Phil and Alison. Also Lewis and 
Angela. The remaining members are close on their tails, and will 
receive their awards in the near future. 

 Buckland St Mary Pre-school  
The children enjoyed the many activities centred around the senses 
last half term, making scented pictures, textured collages and egg 
shell Humpty Dumpties, cooking sweet and savoury biscuits and 
making musical instruments and playing sound games to name just 
a few!! When we return we will be making cards and presents for 
Mothers' Day, and Easter, and also finding out about what happens 
in the Spring, which will include a farm visit. The children are 
already looking for new things every week on their Tuesday walk 
with the Reception children, and we have also joined the Reception 
children on Fridays for Music and Movement with Claire from Take 
Art. If you would like more information about our Pre-school, please 
see our advertisement elsewhere in the magazine.  

Melanie Tuffill  
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Wilton House 
TAUNTON 

Retirement Home for the Active Elderly 
 

Homely, sociable atmosphere 
Resident staff 

All rooms en-suite 
Telephone and TV points in each room 

Comfortable lounges, dining and TV room 

Adjacent to Vivary Park and close to town centre 
 

Wilton House, Upper High Street, Taunton TA1 3PX 
Telephone: 01823 254339 or 01823 275950 

      
      RUTH & NICK STRANGE 

Telephone: 01823 601565 
Email: beechhayes@aol.com 

HOME OF THE BLACKDOWN BANGER. 
GLOUCESTER OLD SPOT PORK. 

NATIVE BREED GRASS FED BEEF. 
HOME BRED, GRASS FED LAMB & MUTTON. 

FREE RANGE HEN, DUCK & GOOSE EGGS. 
CHRISTMAS POULTRY IN SEASON. 

See us in Churchinford Village Market on the first Saturday 
in every month & Churchinford ‘Square’ on all other 

Saturday mornings. 
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BUCKLAND ST MARY TODDLER GROUP 

Toys and equipment suitable 
for newborns and upward 

Ride-on toys and slide 
Tabletop activities 

Refreshments 

Thursday mornings 10.00-12..00 at 
Otterford Parish Hall (Bishopswood) 

For more details please ring Melanie Tuffill  
01460 234325 or just pop in! 

Bishopswood Chapel Blog 
Quite recently we came by this moving story of Ernest 
Gordon, a prisoner of war. One evening after work, he 
related how one of his guards noticed a shovel missing. 
He was so angry that he insisted one of the prisoners had 
stolen it and screamed for the guilty party to come 
forward. No one moved so he prepared to kill them one by one until 
someone confessed. Eventually, a Scottish soldier broke rank, stood 
to attention and said ‘I did it’. The guard beat him to death on the 
spot and when he had exhausted his fury, the other POWs picked up 
their friend’s body along with their tools and returned to camp. At 
that point, the shovels were re-counted. The guard had been wrong 
– none was missing! 
What kind of person would take the blame for something he didn’t 

do? Well, Jesus Christ did! The Bible puts it this way – 
“While we were still sinners Christ died for us”  
 “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us” 
Amazingly, Jesus laid down His life willingly for you 
and me out of love for us. He acted as a Mediator 
between God and man, so that by confessing our sins 
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to God and receiving His Son into our lives by faith, we could be 
forgiven and reconciled to God. The fact that He rose 
from the dead three days later and is alive today in 
millions of lives across the world is what Easter is all 
about. Christians everywhere get excited about Easter 
because the resurrection of Jesus offers new life, new 
beginnings and changed lives. 
Easter is a good time to stop and think about what we’re doing, 
where we’re going and what comes after we’ve done our bit on 
earth. There is so much more to life than just treading water. 
This Easter we give you all a warm welcome to join us at 
Bishopswood Village Hall on Thursday 20th March at 7:00pm for our 

Easter Celebration Meal. Tickets for this ever- popular 
event are free and are available by phoning Brian & 
Kath on 01460 234748. Come along with friends and 
meet new friends over a roast lamb dinner with all its 
accompaniments. This year, for the first time, the 
meal will be followed by a musical dramatisation 

entitled “Easter Joy”. (See pink pages). This is an ambitious project 
for Bishopswood and features 9 singers, 4 musicians, 2 narrators 
and video clips. We do trust as many of you as possible will come 
along and support us and enjoy marking Easter in this way in the 
company of good friends. 
God bless you all, 

Brian and Kath  

Matthew 28:1-20; 
Mark 16.1—8; Luke 
24.1—12; John 
20.1—10 
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Calling all Hedge Layers!  
March 8th 2008 BHHA Annual Hedge Event 
at Lower Shelvin Farm, Luppitt, (GR 
163040) Starts 9.15am 
Come and compete in our annual hedge laying 
event. Cutting fees available and more than that 

prizes awarded in the Open, Intermediate, Novice, Ladies classes 
and pairs. Interested? Contact George Pidgeon on 01404 881634 for 
an entry form as soon as possible. 
Fancy a day out with a difference. We have lots to see and do at our 
event besides watching the hedge layers. There are crafts with 
hands-on demonstrations, other craftsman demonstrating, 
machinery, and lots of other stalls selling their wares. We also have 
a guided walk for the children, pointing out wildlife and nature at its 
best this time of year by a member of the Somerset Wildlife Trust, 
raffle with prizes and what would the day be like without great food 
and refreshments from the local WI. See you there for a great day 
out. 

 Smeatharpe Village Hall 
Saturday 29 March 2008. 7.00pm 

 

WHERE IS GOD 
WHEN THINGS GO WRONG? 

A warm welcome from Newhouse Baptist Church to 
hear a guest Speaker 

 

Dr John Blanchard 

Dr John Blanchard is an internationally known Christian author, 
teacher and conference speaker. More than fourteen million copies of 
his publications are in print in over forty languages. 
 

For more information Tel: 01404 861313 
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AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 
 

Entries are invited for our 
 

Farm Sale to include  
Modern & Vintage Tractors, Vehicle parts and  

Machinery & Other Collectables  
 

On 29th March 2008 at 
 South Hill Farm, nr  Buckland St. Mary, Chard, Somerset. 

 

For more details please contact 
Mac Davison or Richard Pitcher on 

07909555941 or 07754 754629 
www.davisonpitcher.co.uk 

 

Future auction: 5th Apr 2008 Collective Farm Sale  
Porters Farm, Higher Halstock Leigh, Yeovil  

 

 

DAVISON PITCHER 
& ASSOCIATES LTD 

dp 
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Buckland St. Mary 
Post Office 

Offers quality produce for sale: 
Yarty Valley Dairies milk and 
 cream.  Old Castle Farm pork 

sausages.  Free range eggs from 
Madgeon Lane Farm.  Ham and 

dry cured  bacon from Axminster 
Farms.  Meat & poultry from  

Bonners of Ilminster, Wines and 
spirits.  

You can even tax your car and 
much, much more……. 
So why shop  around? 

Support local producers of top 
quality produce and keep your    

village store.  
Telephone: 01460 234225 

 

 

JOHN BOYS 

 

ELECTRICAL 
& 

PLUMBING 
SERVICES 

 

ALL TYPES OF 
INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN 

 

“The Retreat” 
Brimley Hill 

Churchstanton TA3 7QH 
 

Home  – 01823 601146 
   Mobile – 07899 908914 

 

Technical takedowns 
Crown reductions/ crown lifting 
Pruning and dead wooding 
Tree planting 
Hedge trimming / hedge laying 
Emergency work / 24 hour callout 
NPTC qualified 
FOR SALE Woodchip Mulch 

For free quotations and professional advice 
Please contact Paul Durman: 

Tel: 01823 353302    Mob: 07815 146343 
Email: ashculmetreesurgeons@yahoo.co.uk 
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Fostering for Somerset County Council 
 

Did you know that at any one time, between 350 – 400 Somerset 
children are unable to live at home?  Instead they are cared for by 
Children’s Social Care. These children and young people come from 
a variety of backgrounds and have often experienced some difficul-
ties and problems in their young lives. Most of these young people 
are placed with foster carers. Unfortunately some of them are 
placed a long way from their local community. Foster carers are 
local people, also from a variety of backgrounds who have a range 
of life experiences.  We need to recruit foster carers to meet the 
needs of all children; in particular we struggle to meet the needs of 
young people aged 10+.  There is a specialist respite scheme for 
children with disabilities (Short Break Care) and other specialist 
services for children aged over 13 yrs (Home Based Care) and 
16yrs of age (Stepping Stones). 
 
If you would like more information on our fostering opportunities 
please call us on the number below or www.somerset.gov.uk/
fostering 

 

Buckland St Mary Toddler Group  
The toddler group is now meeting from 10.00am until 12.00, at the 
same venue, Otterford Parish Hall (Bishopswood). The older toddlers 
(and their mothers!) have been making robins, playing with 
playdough and "cornflour gloop", and making Valentines! The 
belated Christmas outing to the Mandarin Chinese Restaurant was a 
great success and will hopefully be repeated again soon. For more 
information about the Toddler Group please see our advertisement 
elsewhere in the magazine, or feel free to pop in on Thursday 
mornings.  

Melanie Tuffill.  
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BLACKDOWN HILLS  
GARDENING CLUB 

Inclement weather did not prevent the stalwart 
members of the Club attending their first meeting of 
the year on 16th January at the Churchinford Village 
Hall. On the programme were the AGM and a mystery 

speaker, who was the first to kick off the proceedings.  Pam Edwards 
introduced Mr. Tony Burges a "Dartmoor National Park” Guide who 
enthralled us with his talk on 'Images of Dartmoor and its’ folklore 
and accompanied it with breathtaking slides.  Dartmoor Mr. Burges 
informed us covers 368 square miles being together with Exmoor 
the largest open area in the South—West. It is crossed by 18 rivers 
amongst them the River Tavy, the 2nd fastest flowing river in England. 
Thousands of visitors come every year to the region, they include 
various clubs and societies, students and foreign visitors, some on 
guided tours and some to explore the region for themselves. 
One of the most well known sights is the famous Tors, 160 in all 
thrown up by years of geological upheaval, also there are a 
number of ancient stone sites and burial chambers.  The reason for 
the existence of them is not really known but it has been assumed 
that weddings, funerals, and perhaps sacrificial ceremonies were 
carried out under their shadow.  Devon longhouses are another 
feature of the area within which animals were housed at one end of 
the farmhouse as well as the owners.  Dating from Victorian times are 
the letterboxes which contain books which can be stamped by each 
visitor.  It must have been quite a sight to see the smartly dressed 
Victorian ladies, and gents driving around in pony and. Trap visiting 
each one!  Dartmoor is divided by undulating dry stone walls which 
afford protection to livestock in bad weather and are built that way 
not because the farmers have drunk too much cider, but because of 
course the walls have to stand on dry ground, sometimes hard to find 
in Dartmoor’s boggy parts! After the Tors the second most famous 
place must be the prison at Princetown  which during the Napoleonic 
wars housed French and American prisoners. Now approximately 600 
reside there with 140 prison officers. 
The moor is renowned for its gorse and heather and sphagnum 
moss which has medical properties for healing wounds (as a thank 
you for all the moss donated from the moor during the 2nd World War, 
Widcombe-in-the-Moor was presented with a plaque). Because of its 
height and location not many trees grow in the area and those that do 
generally do not reach more than 12ft high. Cattle, sheep and the 
famous Dartmoor ponies roam the moor but also wild deer and foxes 
co-habit. Mr. Burges informed us that the Dartmoor pony was once 
used in the mines but now happily graze and provide a pleasing sight 
for visitors. Burning or swayling takes place yearly to control grass, gorse 
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“Simply Massage” 
with  

Trudi Farmer I.T.E.C. 
Aromatherapist 

 
Stiff neck? 
Aching shoulders? 
Headaches? 
Back pain? 
Anxiety and stress? 

 

Massage relieves tired,    
aching muscles,  releases 

tension and gives a profound 
sense of well-being. 

 

TEL: 01404 861421 
for an appointment   

 

Mark Farmer 
for 

LOCAL PURPOSE-MADE 
HIGH QUALITY 

JOINERY 
 

…..Windows, doors 
 fitted wardrobes etc. 

 

Ullcombe Joinery 
Telephone: 01404 861421 

After 6.00p.m. 
 

when you can’t buy it  
“off the shelf” 

 

Listed properties a speciality 
 

ULLCOMBE JOINERY 

and heather but only between November and April to avoid 
destroying nesting birds such as the skylark.  Besides agriculture 
granite quarrying was another industry of Dartmoor and there used 
to be a large quarry at Hayfork which produced the granite for 
Nelson’s Column! Traces of the railway lines which used to take the 
granite down to Teignmouth can still be seen today. Dartmoor is still 
seen as a valuable area for military training, the main camp being at 
Okehampton. 
The romance of Dartmoor is clearly illustrated in spellbinding stories 
of pixies and “little folk”. Mr Burges told us (with tongue firmly in 
cheek) of the strange spirit in the form of a hairy hand which had 
despatched one or two wayward travelers unfortunate enough to 
come across it. The last encounter took place in 1960 when a couple 
in a caravan parked near to a clapper bridge. Whilst the husband 
had gone shopping a hairy hand appeared at one of the windows, 
but the wife happened to have a crucifix handy which she held up to 
the window and the hairy hand hasn’t been seen since!! The speaker 
also told us the sad story of Kitty Jay who had been courting a farm-
ers son in the 1700’s. The unfortunate girl, when it was found she 
was pregnant, committed suicide and her body was dumped on a 
four cross way and abandoned. Years later it was found by a Parish 
Length man and was then properly buried not far from Haytor near 
Manaton. For years bunches of flowers appeared on the grave 
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Buckland St Mary 
Pre-school 

 
We offer a caring, friendly, happy environment, where your child can play, 

learn  and  socialise. 
We give individual attention and stimulation within the group to encourage            

development at each child’s own pace. 
 

The Pre-school has its own building within the grounds of Buckland St 
Mary Primary school, in which we offer a vast array of toys and equipment.  
We have a quiet book corner, a home corner and an activity area for paint-
ing, cooking etc.  We also have access to the school’s facilities and use their 
hall, outdoor play equipment and safe playground. 
 

We take children from 2.5 - 5 years old. 
We are open for four sessions per week, 9.00am -12.00 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. 
 

For more information and a prospectus please ring 01460 234303 

(reportedly placed by the Pixies!).  Mr. Burges was thanked by Pam 
Edwards for his most interesting talk and beautiful slides. 
The meeting then proceeded with the AGM. Elizabeth Hele informed 
us that she wished to retire as Chairperson and Graham Salmon was 
duly proposed and seconded as the new Chairman. Colvin Parry 
missed the meeting and therefore did not present the Accounts but 
promised them for February. Mike Taylor indicated that he would 
take on the treasurership if Colvin wished to retire which was his 
intention. However at a subsequent social call Colvin agreed with 
Mike that he would carry on (to Mike’s relief!) and this will be rati-
fied at the February evening event. Teas were served by Maureen 
Johnston and Joan Briscoe and the raffle was organized by Elizabeth 
Hele. 
The meeting in February will be reported on in the next CBO News. 
Our March meeting sees Mr. Roger Stuckey talking on “Different 
ways of Growing Alpines”. New members are always welcome so 
please come and join us for what promises to be a very interesting 
and exciting year with the Blackdown Hills Gardening Club. Meetings 
take place on the 3rd Wednesday in the month in Churchinford Vil-
lage Hall at 7.30pm. 

Gill Dennis 
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S  
B  C  

A Home From Home 
Luxury heated apartments 
Quiet & Picturesque Rural Setting 
Proprietors Resident 
Inspection Welcome 
Long or Short Term 
Convenient forA303 Road Links 
NO DOGS BOARDED 
Open 9am – 12.30pm – other times by 

appointment 
Proprietor: Angela Pitcher 

Batstone Farm 
Sticklepath 

Combe St. Nicholas 
Somerset TA20 3HL 

Tel: 01460 234574 or 07932 394368 
 

This project is supported under the England Rural Development 
Program by the Department of Environment, Food & Rural Affairs & 
the European Agricultural Guidance & Guarantee Fund. 

          Flying Chefs             Heavenly Food  Flying Chefs 
 

Let us do the hard work for you 
 

             corporate events       weddings 
             christenings       funeral teas 
            dinner parties       celebrations 
 

    any occasion catered for 
 

Quality catering at affordable prices 
 

Telephone:01823 331968 or Email: janecollard@tiscali.co.uk 
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PENNY PRICE FURNITURE 
 

DESIGNER & MAKER OF HIGH QUALITY FURNITURE 
Individually Designed to Your Specifications 

CONTEMPORARY AND TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
 

Phone 07881 785517 for a chat about your requirements 
or visit our website www.pennypricefurniture.com 

Unit 1c  Chelston Enterprise Centre  Castle Road  Wellington  Somerset TA21 9JQ 

BLACKDOWN HILLS GOLDEN 
AGE CLUB 

The New Year took off in style as the speaker on 
Wednesday, 9th January was none other than our 
old friend, Bernie Knight, who regaled us with a 
reminder of how the Dorset and Somerset Air 

Ambulance service was set up in the first place and an update on 
latest developments within the scheme. All this was, as usual, 
enlivened with his customary banter with members of the audience 
resulting, perhaps, in the odd maidenly blush here and there!  

There would probably never have been an Air Ambulance 
organisation without the ground-breaking pioneering work 
undertaken by those organising and operating a land ambulance 
service, this in its turn having been started during the First World 
War when London ‘B’ type buses were pressed into service - suitably 
camouflaged, of course - and thus establishing the principle that to 
transport wounded soldiers as quickly as possible to field-hospitals 
specifically provided to treat their wounds greatly enhanced their 
chances of survival. It was not too great a step, therefore, to 
surmising that if an even quicker mode of transport could be 
devised, recovery rates would be even higher. Unfortunately, none 
was forthcoming during either of the World Wars but the invention 
of the helicopter, hitherto only utilised for getting troops into battle, 
led to the notion that this mode of transport could be used in 
peacetime also, especially where casualties needed to be picked up 
from remote places scarcely accessible - if at all - by road. The value 
of this development has been proved on an almost daily basis since 
the service was introduced and very many people owe their lives to 
the dedicated crews, paramedics and their flying machines.  

Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance Service has fairly recently been 
equipped with a new helicopter which is much faster and more 
versatile than its predecessor. However, the older machine - far 
from new when delivered to the Service - clocked up more than 20 
years with them and is a tribute to its manufacturers - a German 



A roundup of events and adverts 

of what’s on locally in FEBRUARY 
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Please note 
Our Diary Dates etc. are only as good as the information you supply. Informing us after the event that we have got the 
date or venue wrong when the information supplied to us is inaccurate, is no good.  Please remember that if you give 
us advance notification and subsequently, detailed changes occur for some reason, unless we have been informed the 
details published here will be incorrect.  Please let us know so that we can hopefully rescue the situation. 

Weekly & Monthly Event Round Up 
Please double check the time and venue with the organisers 

SUNDAY 
Blackdown Hills Petanque Club              Peter Kirk                      11.00am—1.00pm 
                                                    01823 601491               Churchinford Cricket Ground 
MONDAY 
Buckland Pre School 
(Mon/Tues/Wed/Thurs/Fri) 

Pre School 
01460 234303 

9.00 – 12 noon  Classroom in grounds of Buckland St 
Mary Primary School 

Churchinford Pre School 
(Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs and Fri.) 

Kate Burns 
07815 440757 

9.00am – 3.00pm   Various sessions.  Phone Kate for 
details.  Churchinford Pre School Building 

Soft Ball Tennis, Table Tennis and 
Badminton 

Cindy Beaumont 
01460 234351 

5.30 - 7.30pm (soft tennis , table tennis) 
7.30 - 10pm Badminton  - Otterford parish hall 

Brownies Sandie Potts  
01460 234514 

6.00 pm - 7.45 pm   Buckland St Mary village hall 

Steel Band Jane Garlick 
01460 234221 

Kids 6.00 – 7.15pm,  Adults 7.30 – 9.00pm 
Churchinford Cricket Club Pavilion 

Guides Elaine Jennings 
01460 221797 

6.45pm - 8.15 pm.  Buckland St Mary village hall 

Christian Discussion Group Claire Bleloch 
01823 601117 

7.30 pm 
“Southdown”  Churchinford 

TUESDAY 
Bishopswood Chapel Frog Club 
(5 – 11 years) 

Kath Chaplain 
01460 234748 

6.00 – 7.00pm Chapel.  Bishopswood 

Line Dancing £2 per session. 
01460 234200 

7.00 - 8.30pm  Buckland St Mary village hall 

Barn Dancing Elizabeth Badman 
01823 601264 

7.30 – 9.00pm  Churchinford Village Hall 

WEDNESDAY 
Fitness for Fun Heather 

01823 601282 
9.30 -10.30 Otterford Parish Hall 

Golden Age Club 2nd and 4th Weds 
of month 

2.30pm  Churchinford Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowling Margaret Bollen 
01460 62782 

7.30pm  Otterford Parish Hall 

Freestyle Fitness Yoga Alison Roberts 
01823 423122 

6.30 - 7.30pm Churchinford Cricket Club Pavilion 

Short Mat Bowling Eric Bussell 
01823 335803 

7.30pm  Buckland St Mary village hall 

Blackdown Hills Garden Club third 
Wednesday of each month 

Pam Tutcher 
01823 601304 

7.30pm Churchinford Village Hall 
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THURSDAY 
Buckland Toddlers Melanie Tuffill 

01460 234325. 
9.30 am – 12.00 noon  Otterford parish hall 

Afternoon Tea Dance 2nd Thursday of 
month 

2 - 4.30pm  Otterford parish hall 
 

Afternoon Whist Drive 3rd Thursday of 
month 

2.30pm  Otterford parish hall 
 

Yarty Garden Club (every third 
Thursday in Month) 

Jean Watkis 
01460 234226 

7.30pm Alternate month at Buckland St Mary  village 
hall and Otterford Parish hall 

Steel Band Jane Garlick 
01460 234221 

Adults 7.30 – 9.00pm Churchinford Cricket Club Pavil-
ion 

Scouts Ken Parsons 
01460 234434 

7 - 8.30pm Griggs Farm, Otterford 

Samba Band Jane Garlick 
01460 234221 

7 – 9.30pm Churchinford Cricket Club Pavilion 

Bridge Club John Gale 
01823 601577 

7.00 –10.00pm Otterford parish hall 

FRIDAY  

Parish Diaries 
Churchstanton Diary Dates for MARCH 
(Events at Churchinford & District village hall unless otherwise stated) 
Thursday 6 Smeatharpe WI Mr. Fleet speaking on Shiatsu. 7.30pm visitors welcome. Smeatharpe Village Hall. 
Saturday 8 An evening of classic Joni Mitchell songs, featuring Sally Barker. See advert. on PPvii for full details.  
WEDNESDAY 12 CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF COPY FOR CBO NEWS -12 NOON. 
Wednesday 12 Golden Age Club: “A Year in Dartmoor & South Hams.” Speaker Mr. Desmond Graham. 2.30pm 
Wednesday 12 Churchstanton Parish Council Meeting. 7.30pm 
Friday 14 Easter Bingo Doors open 7pm, Eyes Down 7.30pm. See Pink Page x 
Wednesday 19 Blackdown Hills Gardening Club. Speaker, Mr. Roger Stuckey on “Different  Ways of Growing Alpines.” 
  7.30pm. All welcome. 
Thursday 20 Coffee Morning in aid of C’stanton Church carpet fund. 10am—12 noon Higher Luxton Farm.  
 All welcome. 
Wednesday 26 Golden Age Club. Speaker has yet to be confirmed. 
Saturday 29 “Where is God when things go wrong?” Smeatharpe Village Hall 7pm. Speaker Dr. John Blanchard.  
 See advert. in main body of magazine. 
 

Buckland St Mary Diary Dates for MARCH 
(Events at Buckland St Mary village hall unless otherwise stated) 
Saturday, 8 Blackdown Hills Hedge Assn. Hedge Event at Lower Shelvin Farm, Luppitt.  GR 163 040. from 9am.
 For further details call George Pidgeon 01404 881634 
Saturday 15 Buckland St. Mary Churchyard “Easter Pretty Up”. 10.00am to 12.00noon. 
Saturday 15 St. Patrick’s Day Quiz. BSM Village Hall 7.30pm See Pink Page vi for full details 
WEDNESDAY 12   CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF COPY FOR CBO NEWS -12NOON. 
Saturday 29 Fun Quiz Night for BSM Hall funds 7.30 for 8pm start. See main advert. Pink Page viii for full details. 
Saturday 29 “Where is God when things go wrong?” Smeatharpe Village Hall 7pm.  
 Speaker Dr. John Blanchard. See advertisement in main body of magazine. 
 

Otterford Diary Dates for MARCH 
(Events at Otterford Parish hall unless otherwise stated)  
Sunday, 2 “Mother’s Day” special service. Bishopswood Chapel 10.30am - 11.15am 
Thursday 6 Bishopswood Ladies 1st Anniversary. Celebratory meal in the Flintlock, Marsh. 7pm for 7.30pm 

Note to Secretaries or nominated contacts:  
If any of the above information changes for any reason, please let us 

know and we will amend it for you. 
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Tuesday 11 Otterford Parish Council Meeting. 7.30pm 
WEDNESDAY 12 CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF COPY FOR CBO NEWS - 12 NOON. 
Thursday 13 Tea Dance 2-4.30pm. Music by Des and Marg. 
Friday 14 Snowball Whist Drive at 7.45pm 
Saturday, 15  Otterford Church Jumble Sale. Otterford Parish Hall, Bishopswood. 2.30pm. Any donations, 
 Bric-a-brac, books, toys or good quality clothing can be brought to the hall on the morning of the sale. 
Thursday 20 Easter Celebration Meal, Bishopswood Chapel. See advert. On Pink Page xi. 
Thursday 20 Afternoon Whist Drive and Bring and Buy at 2:30pm 
Friday 28 Snowball Whist Drive at 7.45pm. 
Saturday 29 “Where is God when things go wrong?” Smeatharpe Village Hall 7pm. Speaker Dr. John Blanchard.  
 See advertisement in main body of magazine.   

And later this year: 
April 20  From 10am See “Young Farmers in Tanzania” article elsewhere in this magazine. 
April 24      Buckland St Mary PCC - Annual Parochial Church Meeting - 7.30 pm at Buckland Village Hall. 
May 10  Church Moor Lane Plant Sale 
May 10  School Quiz Night 
May 10  Coffee Morning in aid of The Royal British Legion, BSM & District Branch. 
June 28/29  Church Scarecrow Festival 
July 4  Bishopswood Ladies outing. Evening boat trip from Exmouth 
July 17  Church Joyce’s Coffee Morning 
September 13 School Summer Fete and Dog Show 
October  18 School Race Night 
November  29 School Christmas Bazaar/Rainbow fair 
December  13 Church Christmas Coffee Morning 

COFFEE MORNING 
In aid of a desperately needed new carpet 

for the aisle in Churchstanton Church. 
 

Please do come if you can 
to 

Higher Luxton Farm 
(near Churchinford) 

on 

Thursday 20th March 
10am  - 12 noon 
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Circular Tour taking in Lyme Regis, Seaton & 
Sidmouth with stop for tea. 
Tuesday,18 March. Bus departs Churchinford 1.30pm. 
 

The Deane Big Band 
Wednesday 2 April Tacchi Morris Arts Centre, Taunton. 
Enjoy the familiar standards of Glen Miller & other    
ageless classics.  
Tickets £8 Bus fare £3.00. Bus departs 7.15pm 
 

The Magic Flute, Welsh National Opera 
Friday 11 April Bristol Hippodrome evening performance 
7.15pm. Tickets £8.00 - £44.50 (concessions available) 
Bus fare £10.00 return  Bus departs 5.15 pm  
 

 

PLEASE BOOK EARLY FOR TRIPS 

CBO COMMUNITY BUS 

 

Please note our new number to call for CBO Bus bookings is 
077 62 81 39 67 

if you wish to book a place on any of the above outings. 
There is an answerphone should no one be available to take 
your call in person, please leave your name and a contact 
telephone number and we will return your call. 

 

NB. Please book early for these outings since sometimes a discount is      
available for party bookings, but this cannot be done at the last minute. 
 

All departure times are from Churchinford Village Hall.  Departures from        
Otterford Village Hall will be 10 minutes later and from Buckland St Mary     
Village Hall a further 10 minutes later. 
 

Children 12 years old and under may travel at half price when accompanied 
by  a full fare paying adult. 

OUTINGS AND THEATRE TRIPS 



v 

BISHOPSWOOD 
SHORT MAT BOWLS 

CLUB. 
 

Are you at a loose end on      
Wednesday evenings? 
 

If so, why not join us and exercise 
your skills and wits. 
We can offer a friendly welcome, an enjoyable time 
and a tea break to all who fancy trying a new        
pastime. 
Why not ring Margaret on 01460 63782, or just come 
along at 7 - 7.30pm to Bishopswood Village Hall. 

Friday 7th March 9am-11am 
in our school hall 

ALL WELCOME 

Buckland St Mary 
Church of England Primary School 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 

Come & enjoy our Fairtrade refreshments & browse our 
Fairtrade Fayre selling all kinds of food items & crafts 
All money raised to be donated to Oxfam – fighting 

trade injustice worldwide. 
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Offers of jumble and cakes may be brought to the 
Hall on the morning of the Sale from 10:00am. 

St Leonards’ Church, Otterford 

 

Saturday, 15th, March 
in Bishopswood Hall 

Doors open at 2:30pm 
 

Bric-a-Brac + Books + Cake Stall + Raffle 
Refreshments 

ix 

The Royal British Legion provides financial, social 
and emotional support to millions who have served and are 
currently serving in the Armed Forces, and their              
dependants. Currently, nearly 10.5 million people are      
eligible for our support and we receive thousands of calls 
for help every year. 
The Legion was founded in 1921 as a voice for the          ex
-Service community and over 450,000 members continue to 

ensure that this voice does not go unheard. Although the needs of ex-Service 
people have changed over the years, we are still there to safeguard their wel-
fare, interests and memory. British service people are in action around the 
world every day of the year. They know that if they need our support - now or 
in the future - the Legion is always on active duty for them 
The Royal British Legion is a charity that supports the serving and ex-Service 
community, and their families, as well as being one of the country's largest 
membership organisations. We are probably best-known for our role as the 
nation's custodian of Remembrance and for the Poppy Appeal which we    
organise annually.. 
Locally, the Buckland St. Mary & District Branch are doing their bit to raise 
funds. Call into Bill Butt’s shop and Post Office in Buckland and pick up a Quiz 
Sheet for £1 and/or on Saturday, 10 May, support their Coffee Morning which 
will be held in Buckland Village Hall. Every little bit helps. 



Easter Bingo  

Friday 14th March 
Churchinford Village Hall 

Doors open 7.00pm, Eyes down 7.30pm 
Proceeds to Churchstanton School 

Extra Time Club 
Meat Dinner prizes, Raffle 

x 



Thursday 20th March  

Free tickets obtainable from 
Brian and Kath Chaplain 

on 01460 234748 

followed by  
“Easter Joy” 

- a musical  
dramatisation 

xi 



IF YOU WISH TO ADVERTISE IN THE CBO News Pink Pages, 
please complete below and attach to it:  

1. The advertisement on a separate sheet, cd or floppy disk. Please make sure the details 
of your advert are clear and if handwritten, legible. Misspelling is not such a problem, our 
computer has a spellchecker and if all else fails we have a dictionary. Looking up a word 
is tricky though when we can’t read the word to start with! 

2. check the details to make sure nothing is missing, eg time, date, venue, function etc. 
2a. Recheck the details to make sure nothing is missing, eg time, date, venue, function etc. 
3. The lolly, dosh, spondulex, cash, call it what you will. We call it a fee.  (CHEQUES    

PAYABLE TO: CBO News please) This is vital to keep the magazine buoyant and if it        
accompanies the advert it saves Gary money and time having to chase you for it later. 

4. Now get it to the ADVERTISING MANAGERS by post, E-mail, or personal delivery by the       
appropriate deadline date which is shown at the foot of the editorial page each month. 

4a. Now get it to the ADVERTISING MANAGERS by post, E-mail, or personal delivery by the       
 appropriate deadline date which is shown at the foot of the editorial page each month. 
3.  The Advertising Managers are Gary & Lynda Smith, 4, Woodcroft Meadows,              

Bishopswood, Chard, TA20 3HA. Tel. 01460 234603 or 
 E-mail: gary@cbonews.org.uk 
 

Name of individual, group, club or organisation for whom the advertisement is being  submitted: 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of person submitting the advertisement: _______________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________ 
 
     __________________________________ 
 
     __________________________________ 
       Post Code __________________ 
 
Contact telephone number (please include area code):__________________________ 
 

Size of advertisement required: tick box as appropriate 

 1/2 x A5 - (124mm wide x 91mm tall) @ £4.00 per month  
 

 Full A5  -  (124mm wide x 185mm tall) @ £8.00 per month  
 

Which month do you want the advertisement to start: _____________________ 
 
For how many months do you wish this advert to appear: __________ 
 

If you are producing your own advertisement it may be freehand or if computer generated it must 
be in Microsoft WORD or PUBLISHER and forwarded to the Advertising Managers on CD, 
Floppy Disk or by Email. Remember simplicity is the key, too much information is as bad as not 
enough. Avoid using too much clip art or fancy fonts.  Thank you. 

xii 
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company, incidentally. Why Dorset and Somerset rather than the 
other way round as we might prefer? Well, theirs was set up first 
and in any case, DaS makes a better mnemonic than SaD, don't you 
think?  

On the 23rd of January, due to the illness of the advertised speaker, 
David Andrews, our former Priest-in-House, Nan Shrimpton was 
engaged at short notice to tell us about her latest trip abroad, this 
time to Peru and Bolivia. 

 Owing to a mix-up with her 
passport, Nan travelled to South 
America three days behind the 
rest of her party, flying from 
Heathrow to Spain and thence to 
Lima, the capital of Peru, 
apparently undeterred by the fact 
that she speaks no Spanish! Both 
countries visited seemed to 
consist of very large and densely 
populated cities separated by 
huge tracts of extremely wild 

countryside, the former being most interesting boasting as they do 
many wonderful churches and ancient buildings.  

Neither Peru nor Bolivia have an equivalent organisation to our 
Social Services system and so there seems to be a large gulf 
between the well off - very well off in some cases - and the seriously 
poor who are mainly in the country areas. However, the strong 
family and social bonds mean that the people are very caring and 
whether it be people or animals in need, help is always there.  

Nan’s travels took her see the ancient temples of the Incas at Cusco 
where, although none of the group found the renowned Healing 
Waters actually healing, they were very cool which was extremely 
welcome in the very hot climate. Another visit was to Lake Titicaca 
which is shared by both countries and is one of the highest altitude 
lakes in the world. Whilst there, they visited the Floating Islands - 
these are formed by grass and reeds anchored to the bottom of the 
lake. The islands are inhabited and the people there have made a 
“base” to support them and avoid being submerged.  

Crossing the border into Bolivia was another interesting event - the 
party travelled to the border in a small bus where they and their 
luggage were unloaded. The border was actually crossed on foot to 
another waiting bus some distance away! The poverty level seems 
worse in Bolivia and many breed llamas which are kept in small 
herds together with possibly a donkey and a few chickens.  

A highlight of the visit was an invitation to one of the better-

 

Experienced 
Painter & Decorator 

Coving, tiling and  
handyman jobs around 

the home. 
 

John Martin 
01823 601120 
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BREATHE EASY 

BLACKDOWN HILLS 

Patient & Carer Interaction and 
Support for people with breathing 

difficulties.  Contact Secretary  
Ron White on 01823 681020 

Meetings held last Thursday of each month 2pm at 
Hemyock Baptist Church 

appointed houses for a special meal which lasted for three hours! 
Nan was pleased to find a familiar vegetable on the menu - broad 
beans, a very popular dish in Bolivia. Their list of places to visit 
included a working silver mine near Sucra which has been in 
production for many years, a very large vegetable market (more 
broad beans!) and a salt mine. Nan's photos of this last place 
showed a very large area of pure white salt. There was also a trip up 
the Amazon to the rain forest where they encountered many bugs 
and snakes.  Very hot and steamy!  Rather more pleasant, perhaps, 
was the outing on horse-back. Nan's trainers would not stay in the 
stirrups and she travelled for three miles with her legs hanging free 
- rather numb ones by the end of the ride.  

This very interesting holiday lasted a month and sounded quite 
exhausting but Nan seems to have coped very well and had 
obviously enjoyed it.  

Christine Panton and Mike Taylor 
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SARAH HAWKER 
BSc (Hons.) M.Ch.S.S.R.Ch 

 

REGISTERED PODIATRIST 
 

 Gait Analysis 
 Corrective Foot Care 
 Routine Chiropody 

 
Please ring to make an appointment. 
Available evenings and weekends. 

 
Telephone: Hemyock on 

01823 680713 
or 

Clinic Mobile: 07772 914541 

 

BISHOPSWOOD LADIES  
REPORT 

There was a good turnout for the February meeting on 
a cold evening. Those members who were going to visit 
the Asda store to see behind-the-scenes were to meet 

there at 10 am on Tuesday 12th.   
The dinner at The Flintlock Inn on March 6th will give members, 
husbands and friends a chance to celebrate the first anniversary of 
our group. An evening boat trip from Exmouth has been arranged 
for Friday, 4th July. More details later. 
The ramblers enjoyed a 5-6 mile walk in the fields around Bishops 
Hull on a wonderful sunny day in late January.  The next walk is on 
Thursday 28 February. The Bells group is looking for some new 
members to swell their numbers. The skittles team had a very 
convivial evening at the Holman Clavel when they played Margaret 
Hills team and won by 21 pins.  Two other matches have been 
arranged for March. 
The fun part of the evening then commenced, when Jeanette Mogg 
showed us how to bone and stuff a chicken. Eight brave ladies then 
tried it for themselves while the others looked on and gave 
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Phillip Wright 

01460 55703 
incl. evenings & weekends 

computers 

MONKEYPUZZLE 

Professionally qualified 
Computer repair &        

upgrade 
Virus removal &           

prevention 
Home tutoring 

Small business support 
Jargon-free explanations 

Extremely competitive rates - 
please call  

encouragement. All were satisfactorily completed with some good 
stitching! 
Everyone then sat around for a chat over refreshments served by 
Linda Gower, Mary Gusterson and Hazel Tucker. 

Don Bromley 1937-2008 
I would like to thank everyone who sent cards, letters and messages 
and those who attended the Thanksgiving Service for Don’s life, at 
Buckland St Mary Church on Monday 4th February. 

Special thanks to Ian and Bernard, Ann, Barbara and Chris for their 
help at the service. 

It was a great comfort to me, my family and Don’s sisters to see so 
many friends and neighbours and feel the warmth and support from 
you all. It was very welcome and much appreciated.  

Gill Bromley 
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RAINFALL REPORT 
Buckland St Mary reporting Station 

January this year proved to be the wettest one that I have a 
record for. The New Year started with bitter North and East 
winds, then came the rain with little respite until the 24th, when 
we had some dewy mornings and some frosts. Thankfully the 
threat of snow did not materialise. 

Total rainfall for January was 155.6 mm (6.13 ins.) The wettest day was the 
11th with 22.0 mm (0.87 ins.; 14.14% of the total), followed by the 10th with 
21.7 mm (0.85 ins.; 13.95%) and the 14th with 16.5 mm (0.65 ins.; 10.60%).  
Previous Januarys are as follows: 

2000: 334.4 mm (1.31 ins.) 
2001: 128.8 mm (5.07 ins.) 
2002: 137.6 mm (5.42 ins.) 

2003: 103.2 mm (4.06 ins.) 
2004: 139.3 mm (5.48 ins.) 
2005: 60.3 mm (2.37 ins.) 

2006: 36.3 mm (1.43 ins.) 
2007: 134.2 mm (5.28 ins.) 

The Bishopswood Players 
The Bishopswood players are taking some time off this year so there 
will be no production this Spring. However, play selection will take 
place in October, as usual, and there will be a production in the 
Spring of next year. We all look forward to seeing you again then. 

Lynn Wright 
Producer 



36 

 
 
 
 

Lower Colley Farm, Livery 
Yard 

Friendly, family run yard with owners living on site. 
Outdoor school, all year turnout, secure, well lit yard. 

Part or Full liveries, Schooling or Breaking. 
Does your horse need a holiday? 

 

Contact Carey for details. 
Mobile 07977 545470   Home 01460 234026 

E-mail careycollett@btinternet.com 
Lower Colley Farm, Buckland St Mary, Chard, 

TA20 3QD 
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RICHARD 
BROWN 

 

ELECTRICIAN 
 

Prompt Professional Service 
 

Sockets 
Lighting 
Rewiring 

Upgrading Fuse Boxes 
 

Part “P” Registered 
 

( 01823 680389 
Mobile: 07721089209 

Digital TV and Satellite 
Specialists 

 

Aerial and Satellite systems 
installed and upgraded. 

Freeview, Sky Digital, Sky TV. 
TV, FM, DAB, Digital, Terrestrial. 

Multipoint viewing. 
 

Free quotation and installation 
advice. 

01823 680190 
07766 522336 

The Otterford Allotment Charity 
The charity has let the allotment field to Otterford Parish Council for 
the provision of a recreation field since 2003. It is in a position to 
offer some limited funds to those in need, providing they live in the 
parish of Otterford and the aid is not otherwise available through 
state benefits. Applications, in confidence, should be made to the 
Chairman hereunder. 
Chairman: 
Lawrie Wright, Putlands Farm, Bishopswood, Chard, TA20 3SA 
Tel. 01460 234765 

Some interesting anagrams 
DORMITORY:  When you rearrange : DIRTY ROOM   
PRESBYTERIAN: When you rearrange : BEST IN PRAYER  
ASTRONOMER: When you rearrange : MOON STARER  
DESPERATION: When you rearrange : A ROPE ENDS IT   
THE EYES: When you rearrange : THEY SEE 
GEORGE BUSH: When you rearrange : HE BUGS GORE  

Continued on page 58  
Continued from page 37 
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HEMYOCK VETERINARY SURGERY 
 

29A STATION ROAD, HEMYOCK (Just below the Spar) 
 

A mixed practice, providing friendly advice and service to all sectors 
of the community, from hammy hamsters to prize dairy herds. 

 
We are here to help. 

 
SURGERY TIMES 

 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 4.00 PM - 6.00 PM 

TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY 10.00 AM - 10.30 AM 
AND 4.00- 6.00 PM 

 
For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, 

please call (01404) 42750 or (01823) 681067 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
 

SOMERSET COUNTY LIBRARY 
 

Taunton Mobile Library visits this area every 3rd Monday.  As of 
March, 2008, he dates are as follows: 17 March, 7 April, 28 April,  
19 May, 9 June, 30 June, 21 July, 11 August. 

The Mobile library stops are as follows:   
 

Bishopswood 
Candlelight Inn, TA20 3RS    10.20 –

10.35 
Churchinford 
Village Hall – Playgroup only   10.45 -11.00 
Village Hall     

 11.05 -11.45 
Churchstanton 
Pear Tree Cottage, TA3 7QB   11.50 -12.10 
Rook's Castle, TA3 7QB   

 12.15 -12.20 
Otterford 
Church Farm, TA3 7DW    12.30 - 

12.40 
Otterford Lodge, TA3 7PE    12.45 - 

12.55 
Buckland St. Mary 
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Birchwood Cottages, TA20 3QH   14.10  - 14.20 
Wetherhayes Farm, TA20 3QQ   14.25  - 14.30 
Parish Church, TA20 3SL    14.40  - 

CBO News –March 2008 
Neighbourhood Watch 
Blackdowns Beat 003 

In January’s CBO News we expressed our concerns 
about the poor state of neighbourhood policing over 
the past 12 months and the lack of police activity in 

support of our communities and Neighbourhood Watch.  
As a result of the letter sent to the Chief Constable and Chair of the 
Police Authority in November a meeting with the new District 
Commander, Chief Superintendent Sandy Padgett was held on 25th 
January at which our new WPC 1146, Maria Jennings and our PCSO 
9240 Donna Langdon attended together with Richard Badman, Peter 
Bacon (Pitminster) and myself. We had a very good meeting and 
there was a frank exchange of experiences and concerns from both 
sides.  Other ideas were discussed aimed at improving 
communications on a day-to-day basis, better incident reports and 
crime trends. Visibility is an important issue  - we would like to see 
more of them out and about - and we are hoping that Maria will be 
able to re-arrange her shift patterns to attend our Parish Council 
meetings in February. She has. 
Communication by us all to the Police is important for them and we 
would like to emphasise the need for accurate details when we have 
the need to get in touch with them. This includes time of day, 
descriptions of people or vehicles with reg. Nos. and if items are 
stolen any definitive markings, serial numbers, colours etc. 
The number to ring to report an incident or a discovered offence is: 
0845 456 7000 
but if there is a genuine emergency or a crime is seen in action ring 
999 
Please also remember to inform your Parish Main co-ordinator and 
we will then put the details out on to the email network. This 
includes not only the 3 parishes in the Blackdowns’ Beat but also 
Buckland St Mary, Yarcombe and a new addition Upottery with 
Smeatharpe.  
For those readers who have not joined the network please get in 
touch and to new residents remember that our NW schemes should 
provide you with some benefit on your home insurance premiums. 
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CHURCHINFORD PRE-SCHOOL AND 
DAYCARE 

We are proud to offer: 
 

 
 

Caring and experienced staff 
Bright and inviting premises 
Happy, lively environment 

Large secure outside play area 
Flexible sessions 

We are open 9-3 daily during term time for 2 year olds and above 
For our prospectus, please telephone: 

Kate Burns on 07815 440757 or visit us at the rear of Churchinford 
Village Hall. 

www.churchinfordchildcare.co.uk 

Thank you for your continued support. 

PN 11.02.08 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
CHURCHSTANTON BRANCH  

BR 2474 
A Dinner was held at the York Inn, Churchinford, on 
Friday, 1st February, which was designed both as a, 
perhaps, overdue get-together of the members and as 

an opportunity to make two “in house” presentations (rather than 
more formal ones under the patronage of the County Association) to 
two of our most long-serving Committee members.  
To deal with the second presentation first, this was a Certificate of 
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Appreciation for services rendered to the Legion in general and to 
this Branch in particular over a period which in a few months will 
amount to no less than sixty years by William E. Venn - Bill to 
everyone who knows him, of course. He has held a number of 
important posts within the Branch structure, not the least of which 
has been Welfare Officer and Poppy collection organiser, for a 
considerable time.  
At our Annual General Meeting last November, Bill was elected 
President of the Branch (in succession to Mrs. Elizabeth Taylor) 
which seemed only appropriate. The Immediate Past-President 
herself was to have presented the Certificate to him but she had 
unfortunately suffered a fall in Taunton a few days previously - no 
long-term ill-effects, happily - and was unable to attend and so 
Chairman Bill Jones “did the honours”.  
The other presentation was intended to be as much for services to 
the community as to the Legion itself and was made, also by the 
Chairman, to another member of the Venn clan, one Brian Michael 
or just plain “Mike” to everybody.  There's a lot of us about! Bill 
Jones and myself had been “plotting” this for some time and in the 
end decided upon something quite informal but nevertheless 
indicative of Mike’s interests and background. Thus, his service in 
the R.A.F. and involvement in the running of the South-West 
Airfields Heritage Trust were both considerations to be borne in 
mind.  
So when I spotted a die-cast model of a Lancaster bomber in the 
shop at the War Plane Museum adjacent to Hamilton, Ontario airport 
during a visit to Canada last September/October, I couldn’t resist it 
and knew there and then that it was what I had been looking for. As 
mentioned earlier, this was intended as a little token of appreciation 
to Mike for services rendered to the community, chiefly through 
membership of Churchstanton Parish Council and Chairmanship of 
Churchinford and District Village Hall as well as to the Legion (of 
which he remains an active member and Vice-Chairman) and as a 
bit of fun to boot.  
Ideally, these events work more satisfactorily when the 
presentations come as a surprise to the recipients and it is a 
measure of the ability of members and family connections of said 
persons that complete confidentiality was achieved and the resultant 
expressions of surprise clearly entirely genuine.  
To represent the Parish Council and the Village Hall at the Dinner, 
after consultation with the appropriate people to check that this was 
“O.K” as far as they were concerned, we invited Brian and Barbara 
Simpson who between them have the other activities well covered.  
Many thanks to Mike and Jane and staff at the York for an excellent 
meal and super service and to the twenty members and significant 
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SEWING MACHINE SERVICING                                   TELEPHONE  - 01823 601465 
DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL                                                           or  01823 601347 
 

IAN HOOPER 
SOUTH WEST REGIONAL SERVICE CENTRE 

 
COME TO THE REAL EXPERTS 

 
ALL MAKES REPAIRED                                                        FULL GUARANTEES 
FREE ESTIMATES                                                                          PROMPT SERVICE 

“other halves” who ensured that a splendid evening was had by all. 
Thanks also to the social group who went out that evening in the 
Community Bus to ensure that the offerings of other local pubs were 
“up to scratch” before returning to the York but not before checking 
with Mike that we had finished the main part of our proceedings 
thus ensuring that we had a pretty clear field for those.  

Mike Taylor  
Hon. Secretary.  

OTTERFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
The February meeting of Otterford PC took place on 
Tuesday 12th February in the usual place.  There were 
three Parish Councillors present  (which meant that 

the meeting was quorate!), TDBC Councillor John Thorne, a parish-
ioner who also happens to be the local Neighbourhood Watch Coor-
dinator, PC Maria Jennings who is the new Beat Manager for the ar-
ea and the Clerk. 
PC Jennings introduced herself to the meeting and was warmly wel-
comed by the Council and hopes were expressed that a fruitful rela-
tionship could now be redeveloped between the Parish, the Police 
and Neighbourhood Watch.   
TDBC Councillor Thorne presented a written report to the meeting 
and made comment about the failure of TDBC’s Development Man-
agement Department to appoint the much needed extra staff – in-
deed they were apparently unable to even attract any applications!  
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Applications For Planning 

Scale Drawings 
 

Personal and Professional                  
Service 

 

Call Katy on: 01823 601359 

 
 

e-mail:  
kjpartridge@btinternet.com 

 
AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 

 
Based in the Blackdown Hills 

 
House and Farm Clearance 

 
Individual or Collective items 

Purchased 
 

Entries for our regular auctions 
welcomed 

 
Mac Davison or Richard Pitcher on 

01460 234793 or 07754 754629 
www.davisonpitcher.co.uk 

 

DAVISON PITCHER 
& ASSOCIATES LTD 

dp 

The broken road sign at the crossroads between Royston Road and 
B3170 has now been repaired, replaced and then turned round so 
that the arms face in the correct directions.  Somerset Highways has 
begun a tranche of necessary road repairs across the parish- appar-
ently some money has been saved by the mild winter weather obvi-
ating the need for very much gritting of the roads! 
Most of the correspondence under consideration came under the 
‘noted’ category.  There were no new Planning Applications and no 
Planning Applications were refused whilst the Application to add a 
porch to Rull House, Otterford, was approved. 
An inspection of the equipment in the Leisure Project field has been 
arranged – this will take place some time in May and some remedial 
works to bring the safety surfacing will be completed before then. 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 11th March 
in the Parish Hall, Bishopswood, starting at 19.30.  Book early to 
avoid disappointment!! 

Barbara Simpson 
Clerk 
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Churchinford Preschool and 
Day Care 

The Children have been very busy at the setting 
looking at Traditional Stories. Having made puppets of 
the 3 Billy Goats Gruff, the children then performed 
the story for the staff with some interesting results!! 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Bag 2 School fundraiser, 
we will be having another collection at the end of April, so please 
hang on to your old clothes, curtains, bedding etc. Every little helps! 
Thank you also to the children who completed their sponsored Harry 
the hedgehogs. We made £83.00, which has been sent to the 
NSPCC, thank you! 
Over the next few weeks, the children will start to look at Easter, 
with preparations for the Grand Easter Bonnet Parade. 
Just a reminder that the setting is open Monday to Thursday 9am to 
3pm. 
Should you have any enquiries, please feel to contact us on 07815 
440 757. 

Recipe of the month 
The highlight of this month is Easter and I have been reminded of 
the biscuits that my mother would always make for this time of the 
year. 
This is a traditional British recipe for these fruity and sugary biscuits 
and the ingredients you will need are: 

Easter Biscuits 
Cream butter & sugar. Beat in egg yolk. 
Sift flour & fold into creamed mixture. 

Add fruit, mix well.   
Add enough milk to make soft dough.  

90 g butter 
1 egg, separated 
20 g mixed peel 
Extra castor sugar 
90 g castor sugar 
180 g self-raising flour 
40 g currants 
1-2 tablespoons milk 
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Knead lightly. Roll out on a floured board to 5mm thick. 
Cut with a fluted cutter 6cms in width. 
Place on greased baking tray. Bake on top shelf  for 10 minutes in a 
moderate oven. Remove from oven, brush with egg white and 
sprinkle with sugar. Bake for a further 10 minutes. 
It was traditional to make a small hole to one side of each biscuit 

prior to baking.  When they were served three 
would be tied together with a ribbon to represent 
the Trinity. 

Churchstanton  
Parish Council 

There were five Councillors and five parishioners (and the Clerk, of 
course) in attendance at the February Meeting of the Council to 
celebrate the inaugural appearance of PC Maria Jennings, our new 
Beat Officer. Maria is a dedicated Police Officer – she must be, as 
she has been in the job for nineteen years – and she is about to 
dedicate even more of her time to you. She said that she will do her 
best to get into the Hills at some point in each shift but you may not 
see her every time – unless you are wandering the lanes in the dead 
of night when she is on the late shift! Welcome, Maria, we look 
forward to a long and happy association! 
Council Time was somewhat curtailed as neither County Councillor 
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Henley nor Borough Councillor Thorne were able to join us. 
Councillor Thorne had sent his monthly Report (via Otterford PC’s 
Clerk) and he touched on “Task and Finish” (a subject on which he is 
not very happy); Police Beat Officer (see above); Flood Resilience/
Emergency Planning (what would you do if there was a pandemic 
situation); House Building (21,800 extra houses in Taunton Deane 
by 2026); Blackdown Hills AONB (looking for £3,000,000.00 of Euro 
funding to keep it going to 2014); TDBC Planning Department (will it 
ever get “sorted”) and Gypsy Sites (where should they be put).  
Our local Coordinator filled us in on Neighbourhood Watch activities 
– a bit of quad bike pinching just over the border in Devon and 
some itinerants wandering the area trying to collect waste from or 
leave waste with local farmers (I didn’t understand that last bit 
either!). Community Time included comment on fly tipping if that is 
what you can call the rubbish lying on the grass verge in the vicinity 
of Trickey Warren after the latest visit by contractors plus the 
“dead” freezer near the cricket field. There was also a bit of good 
news involving remedial work to alleviate flooding on Broad Street – 
it was done almost before it had been reported! 
Matters Arising covered the Village Seat; the Council’s views on how 
development could be carried out at Hunters Barn; the delay to 
threatened work by Wessex Water; the promised Hearing into 
Footpath T6/30; the failure of Somerset Highways to tackle the work 
needed between Kedget Barton and the School and the thanks from 
St Margaret’s Somerset Hospice and the Blackdown Support Group 
for your donations to help them in their endeavours. 
There was only one new Planning Application and that wasn’t really 
new – it was, in fact, a minor amendment to permission granted to 
Pay Farm in 2003. Work was approved at Westhaven, Churchinford; 
Willand Hill Bungalow; Ford Barton, Churchinford and at Hollybank 
Care Home. Refusals were handed down to Culmhead Business 
Centre, Hunters Barn and Paye Plantation. Unusually, the Council 
was asked for its observations on an Application outside its 
boundaries – a proposed development adjacent to the Gypsy Site at 
Culmhead. After some discussion, it was agreed that Otterford PC – 
in whose Parish the site falls – should be supported in its objection 
to the project. 
Correspondence was “noted” with the exception of a little work for 
the Clerk in responding to a Consultation Document from the 
Department for Communities and Local Government on Orders and 
Regulations Relating to the Conduct of Local Authority Members in 
England (I think I have done enough on that simply by typing out 
the title!) 
Finances are OK – “in the black” – and a few cheques were written 
before road surfaces and shabby hedgerows were discussed under 
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A.C. POTTER 
 

GENERAL 
BUILDING 

 

HOUSEHOLD 
MAINTENANCE 

 
Telephone: 01823 601405 

 
Mobile: 07970 840173 

 

GRAHAM’S  

GARDENING  

SERVICES 
 hedge cutting - mowing - strimming 

and general garden maintenance 
sheds and fences painted 

competitive rates 
call:  

01460 57531 evenings (after 8pm) 

FLEXI-STORE 
 

Secure Containers &  
Free Standing Storage 
Household-Business-

Leisure 
 

01460 234309 
Situated at 

Buckland St. Mary 



48 

 

     TEL: 01460 62140 (EVENINGS) OR MOBILE: 07887 572908  

    W INDOW S AND DOORS MADE & FITTED 
KITCHENS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
TIMBER & LAMINATE FLOORS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
W ARDROBES BUILT & FITTED 
ALTERATIONS/REPAIRS “NO JOB TOO SMALL” 
LISTED BUILDING JOINERY W ORK 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY by LANCE WALLIS  

 
FREE ESTIMATES  

&  
ADVICE 

Unforeseen Business. Also under this heading, the Council 
considered the efforts of one of our younger parishioners to get 
TDBC to provide some space in Churchinford where he and his 
mates can play (safely). It would appear that similar efforts have 
been made for the past fifty years (at least) however we can but try, 
try and try again! 
That’s it, folks! Meeting finished by 8.55 pm, in the York by 9.00 pm 
– it doesn’t do to hang about! See you next month – Wednesday, 12 
March 2008 - either at half past seven in the Village Hall or nine o-
clock in the York – it’s your choice! 

Brian Simpson 
Clerk to the Council 

PS Don’t confuse the above with the official Minutes – they don’t 
come out until next month – these are just my thoughts on the 
Meeting to help fill out the CBO News!! 

Young Farmers in Tanzania 
Hello, Peter Reed here, Chairman of Devon 
Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs (DFYFC). 
We are running a project in Tanzania which 
involves installing a pump in the Tengeru village 
which has a number of families in it along with an 

agricultural college. At present the college doesn’t have running 
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water for its livestock therefore is transported by the villagers daily.  
We are going over to install a water pump which will pump the 
water from its source to the college enabling the livestock to drink 
freely. Also whilst we are there we are going to help with some 
maintenance on the livestock buildings, train some students in IT 
and farm record keeping plus visit some local schools to exchange 
cultures.  
There are 12 of us going from DFYFC and feel it is a great 
opportunity to show people what we are doing and show that there 
are young people interested in helping others. 
I am organising the project and we are looking to raise about £8000 
to cover the costs of the pumps, equipment, flights etc. Therefore 
on the 20th April we are hosting an open house at Owlhayes Farm to 
raise some funds for the project. It will start from 10am for coffee, 
followed by a ploughman’s lunch at noon and tea at 3 so you are 
welcome to come all day or some of the day, but please come along. 
There will be plenty of time to walk around the gardens and if you’re 
feeling energetic to walk to Birchwood Church or further! To book 
your lunch please contact us via 01460 234305 or email 
reedpt@hotmail.com. There will be a cake stall, bric-a-brac and 
games for children to enjoy. More details will follow next month. 

Avocets  
and Much More Besides 

For one who does not claim to be very 
knowledgeable about birds the RSPB cruise of the 

Exe estuary, organised by the CBO Bus Company, gave a fascinating 
introduction to the large variety of species to be found on the mud 
flats and in the water at this time of the year. 
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GRAHAM ROBOTHAM 
 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

FLOOR & WALL TILING 
BLOCK & STONE WALLING 

PATIOS, PONDS & WATER FEATURES 
GARDENING & MAINTENANCE 
HOUSEHOLD MAINTENANCE 

 

FOR A FRIENDLY, RELIABLE SERVICE, CALL GRAHAM ON 
HOME:- 01823 602729 

MOBILE:- 07881 578937 

As the weather had been very wet and windy I was very thankful 
that we were blessed with a drier day. It started off dry and sunny 
but by the time we boarded the boat the sky had turned grey and 
cloudy.  However, we were told that this was much better for 
viewing the birds as the sun, being low in the sky in January, can 
cause a lot of glare. 
The six of us who had travelled on the CBO bus joined a party, of 40 
or so, on a chartered ferry boat, and travelled slowly down the 
estuary. We had an excellent commentary, for the whole of the two 
hour cruise, from two very informative RSPB guides.  I was glad that 
I had taken a pair of binoculars with me as these proved essential to 
see the birds in detail. 
The Avocet is a winter visitor to the south west of England. It has 
striking black and white plumage and a long delicate up-turned bill.  
They are real waders, getting their food by wading through shallow 
water skimming tiny animals from the surface with a side to side 
movement of their heads and fine bills.   
Among the many species that we saw a few others really caught my 
eye. The Red Breasted Mergansers with spiky tufted head feathers, 
a black Cormorant standing with wings outstretched to dry, a 
Greater Black Backed Gull who had caught a fish which he couldn’t 
seem to be able to swallow, a flight of Lapwings which can be easily 
recognised by their flapping beat and the twinkling of the white 
underside. Also a pair of pretty Teal, the smallest British duck;  
Egrets, Herons, Brent Geese, Godwits, Plovers, Redshanks, Dunlins, 
Curlews.  I learnt so much and hope that I will remember and be 
able to name them all when I see them again. 

Penny Gale 
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BUCKLAND ST MARY  
PARISH COUNCIL 

At the meeting on 7 February 2008, members 
supported the application for the permanent 

retention of the Pratten pre-school building at Buckland St Mary 
School.  Applications determined and granted permission by the 
District Council were the installation of 2 solar panels at Lodge 
House and the erection of a two storey extension at Dunns Castle, 
Newtown. 

Following the public meeting to discuss the Village of the Year 
Competition 2008, it was unanimously agreed that the village should 
enter. 

Under Financial Matters the Council awarded all the local youth 
groups and the PCC their annual grants and this will be with you all 
shortly. A further grant was awarded to the Blackdown Support 
Group. 

A parish inspection recently took place with the Chairman of the 
Parish Council and Anthony Warren of Somerset Highways. Apart 
from a few odds and ends, everything seemed to be in good order.  
A letter has been sent to Cooks Coaches drawing their attention to 
the state of the lane near Keymer Cottage. 

The next meeting is on: Thursday 6 March 2008 starting at 8pm 
prompt at the Village Hall. Any item that you wish raised must be 
with the Clerk or Councillor ten days in advance of the meeting. 

Gill Horner 
Parish Clerk 

01460 234256 
www.buckland-st-mary.co.uk 
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Life in the Blackdowns  
50 years ago 

Five years ago a delightful little book was published 
entitled “ View from the Milking Stool”. It was the 
autobiography of Frederika Tyrrell (1910-2001) who 
came to live in the Blackdown Hills in her thirties and 
never left. She came firstly as a land Army girl in 1942 

and then farmed for herself, and the book is one woman’s personal 
journey as she relives her experiences working on the land. The 
book is illustrated with her delightful  sketches and  paintings, and 
also with photographs. 
Freddie, as she was affectionately known, came from a musical and 
educated family but her father did not believe in education for girls 
and her schooling stopped at the age of twelve. However, her 
talents developed. At one time Freddie played the violin as part of a 
trio until the pressures of farm work brought this to an end. She was 
the organist for Otterford church for forty years and that is the 
reason for this article. 
The sale of the first edition was sufficient to cover the production 
costs and now a limited second edition has been made available by 
Linda Gower who was instrumental in the production of the 
autobiography. The cost is just £5 per copy and all proceeds will go 
to Otterford Church. The books will be on sale at the Jumble Sale in 
Bishopswood Hall on Saturday, March 15th. Otherwise telephone 
1460 55412 

CHURCHSTANTON  
TWINNING  

ASSOCIATION 
One of the matters addressed at our AGM late last year was the 
urgent need to recruit new members, especially younger ones, in 
view of the advancing years of many of our existing members who 
are not now as able either to go off on long journeys or entertain 
guests as well as they used to do. This is a syndrome common to 
most community organisations of course but that is no consolation 
to us. In fairness, it has to be said that our counterparts in Le Mesnil
-Vigot are up against much the same problem but there seems to be 
more community involvement over there when we visit them than 
we experience here. We are aware that this may well be largely our 
fault for not adopting a more pro-active (to use the current jargon) 
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approach in an attempt to redress this situation.  
It is not that we have not had new people join the Association in the 
last few years - we have and in the main these have been younger 
than most of the long-time members but we could do with many 
more even if their other commitments may mean that they are not 
able to come with us to France every other year.  
With this in mind, we recently advertised through these columns and 
then held a "new members" meeting at Churchinford Village Hall 
since earlier articles in CBO News had indicated a level of interest to 
justify this. The gathering took place on Friday, 8th February. There 
was cheese and wine and the 10th Anniversary Book of photos was 
on hand as well as DVDs taken on our visit to Normandy in 2006. 
Unfortunately, only four potential new members turned up but there 
were plenty of “regulars” to ensure that we had a good time. 
Admittedly, a cold, dark February evening is not the best time to 
hold such a social but at least we made the effort.  
Our visit this year will take place from Thursday, 28th August to 
Monday, 1st September and we will go by our usual route from 
Poole (by Brittany Ferry departing at 12.30pm) to Cherbourg, 
thence by car to Le MesniG which is about an hour’s drive. It is 
recommended that four people travel in each car for which the price 
is £274 for a five-day return. Internet booking can be done on 
www.britannyferries.org.uk  
There is no shortage of accommodation over there - some in Le 
Mesnil-Vigot itself and some in surrounding villages, all quite close. 
The hospitality is first class and lack of a knowledge of French need 
not be a problem as they have plenty of English speakers - some 
English couples are members of their Twinning Association - so why 
not give it a try?  

Incidentally, 
some people who 
have expressed 
interest but who 
are unlikely to go 
to France 
because they 
have holiday 
homes over there 
anyway have 
nevertheless 
offered 
hospitality when 
the French visit 
us - every other 
year, as 
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mentioned earlier - and this is greatly appreciated.  
If you are interested in any aspect of this organisation, please 
contact: 
Mike Taylor (Hon. Secretary),  
5, Fairfield Green, Churchinford, TA3 7RR 
Tel: 01823 601562 

Churchstanton Primary 
School 

 
 

 
 

AWATING ARTICLE 
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For more information pop into your local Age Concern at: 

Motor Insurance & Breakdown 

People over 50 
trust Age Concern 

products & services 

Home Insurance Travel Insurance 

Funeral Planning 

Gas & Electricity Supplies 

Age Concern Somerset 
The Market House 

Fore Street 
Taunton, TA1 1JD 

Open Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm 

01823 423496 
 

Please quote ref:ALL700 
Age Concern Enterprises Ltd. (ACEnt) is  
authorised and regulated by the Financial  
Services Authority. If you contact an Age  
Concern office, you will be dealing with an  
Appointed Representative of ACEnt. 

A46V3DEC05-MC213 
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Friendly reliable service covering: 
 

 Buildings – Agricultural, Equestrian, Stable 
Blocks, Garden Sheds etc.  

 Fencing – Residential and Agricultural 
 Landscaping – Garden walling, Patios, 
      Decking etc. 
 Hedge Laying, Scrub Clearance, Drainage 
 Lakes, Ponds and Water features 
 

   A wide range of  
   household maintenance 
 

For free estimates contact: 
Russ:  07815 059823 
Billy:  07971 582320 
Tel / Fax: 01823 602711 
Email:  everreadyltd@tiscali.co.uk  

No job is too big or small 

Inside or Out! 
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Hello Team! 
It’s a wake up call for Spring. 
All hands are called to bring 

rakes, strimmers, shovels and hoes 
for 

The Easter “Pretty Up” 
of 

Buckland Churchyard 
Saturday 15th March 2008. 

10.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon 
Join the gang and enjoy  

the coffee break and chatter. 
 

Many hands help restore the 
beauty to the eyes of the beholders. 
 

Buckland St. Mary Church 100 Club  

Winners for the Month of January 2008 
         
  Amount  Number  Name of Winner 
   1st Prize - £20.00  83  Mr L Smith 
   2nd Prize - £15.00  88  Mr R Tadman 
   3rd Prize - £10.00  87  Mrs M Bollen 
   4th Prize - £5.00  46  Mr B Gready 
Drawn by Mrs. Marjorie Butt or Mr. William Butt     
  at Buckland St. Mary Post Office in the last week of the Month.   

1st Betty Barker  £20 

2nd Shirley Haydon  £10 

3rd Pat Comer  £5.50 

4th Rhys Sparks  £5 

Otterford Church 100 Club 
Winners for January 2008 
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BISHOPSWOOD  
SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB 

The new year started with nearly a full 
complement of Members. Our inter-club 
competition took place in November. Winners for 
this year are:- 

Men’s singles 
Winner:  Chas Barker.  Runner up:  Chris Mogg 
Ladies’ singles 
Winner:  Margery Harkness.  Runner up:  Lyn Wright 
Stewards Cup 
Winners:  Jeanette & Chris Mogg.  Runners up: Sylvia Cottey & Ray 
Sparks 
Club Champion 
Margery Harkness 
The shield for the big game, which is a friendly rivalry series of 
games between the men and ladies was won this year by the ladies. 
Awards were presented at the Annual Dinner on January 31st. 
Several friendly matches have been played against Broadway, 
Upottery, Staplegrove, Rockwell Green & Sidbury with varying 
results, but all matches had a friendly atmosphere and were most 
enjoyable. 
Others in the pipeline include the newly formed Hemyock Short Mat 
Indoor Club. Hemyock Outdoor Bowls Club were our hosts for two 
outdoor matches last summer.  We try to include the occasional 
social evening, at present a skittle evening is planned and a Bowling 
Break is on offer in the Forest of Dean. 
We offer a warm welcome to any folk who are interested in coming 
along to see what goes on in the club.  Please see advert in this 
magazine. 

THE MORSE CODE: When you rearrange : HERE COME DOTS 
SLOT MACHINES: When you rearrange : CASH LOST IN ME   
ANIMOSITY: When you rearrange : IS NO AMITY 
ELECTION RESULTS: When you rearrange : LIES - LET'S RECOUNT 
SNOOZE ALARMS: When you rearrange : ALAS! NO MORE Z 'S 
A DECIMAL POINT: When you rearrange : IM A DOT IN PLACE 
THE EARTHQUAKES: When you rearrange : THAT QUEER SHAKE 
ELEVEN PLUS TWO: When you rearrange :TWELVE PLUS ONE   
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ENDPIECE 
 
To commemorate her 69th birthday, actress/vocalist Julie Andrews 
made a special appearance at Manhattan's Radio City Music Hall and 
one of the musical numbers she performed was 
“My Favourite Things” from the legendary movie “Sound Of Music”. 
Here are the actual  lyrics she used, and if you know the tune sing 
along..  
Maalox and nose drops and needles for knitting,   
Walkers and handrails and new dental fittings,   
Bundles of magazines tied up in string,   
These are a few of my favourite things.   
Cadillacs and cataracts, and hearing aids and glasses,   
Polident and Fixodent and false teeth in glasses,   
Pacemakers, golf carts and porches with swings,   
These are a few of my favourite things.   
When the pipes leak,   
When the bones creak,   
When the knees go bad,   
I simply remember my favourite things,   
And then I don't feel so bad.  
Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads for bunions,   
No spicy hot food or food cooked with onions,   
Bathrobes and heating pads and hot meals they bring,   
These are a few of my favourite things.   
Back pains, confused brains, and no need for sinnin',   
Thin bones and fractures and hair that is thinnin',   
And we won't mention our short, shrunken frames,   
When we remember our favourite things.   
When the joints ache,   
When the hips break,   
When the eyes grow dim,   
Then I remember the great life I've had,   
And then I don't feel so bad. 
 
(Ms. Andrews received a standing ovation from the crowd that 
lasted over four minutes and repeated encores.) 



60 

PLEASE MENTION CBO NEWS WHEN CONTACTING 
ADVERTISERS-THANK YOU. 

INDEX OF REGULAR COMMERCIAL ADVERTISERS 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE   COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE 

Aerial Erector 37  Furniture Manufacturer 10 

Age Concern 55  Garden Contractor 7 
Arboriculture/Estate Management 16  Garden Machinery Service & Repair 49 
Aromatherapy  17  Garden Machinery Sales & Service 23 
Auctioneer & Valuer 43  Garden Maintenance 34 
Bed & Breakfast - Stapley 54  Gardening Services 47 
Breath Easy 32  Handyman 50 
Builder - General 47  Home & Garden Services 2 
Builder - Rural, listed, Eco 13  Household Helper 8 
Builders & Carpenters 16  Joinery 27 
Building & Construction 10  Land Management 13 
Carpentry/Joinery 11  Livery Stables 36 
Carpentry/Joinery 48  Logs for Sale 13 
Carpenter/Kitchen fitter 7  Massage 27 
Catering 29  Odd Jobs/Handyman 15 
Catering 15  Painter & Decorator 31 
Cattery 29  Photographer 29 
Chartered Surveyor 18  Planning Apps. Draughtswoman 43 
Chiropodist/Podiatrist 9  Plumbing Services 24 
Computer Repairs & Services 16  Podiatrist 33 
Computer Repairs & Services 34  Post Office & General Store - BSM  24 
Conservatory Installation 6  Post Office & General Store - Churchinford 13 
Construction 56  Pre-School - Buckland St. Mary 28 
Driving School 53  Pre-School & Day Care Churchinford 40 
Driving School 24  Property Maintenance 10 
Electrical Services 24  Retirement Home 19 
Electrician 37  Self Catering Accommodation 51 
Estate Agents 18  Sewing Machine Service 42 
Farm Meats 19  Steam Cleaning (Domestic) 21 
Fencing 34  Storage-Secure containers 13 
Forestry Services 36  Toddler Group BSM 20 
Funeral Directors 14  Tree Surgeon 45 
Furniture Maker & Joinery 2  Tree Surgeon 24 
Furniture Designer & Manufacture 30  Veterinary Surgeon 38 
     
     



For routine or non urgent matters you may contact 
 
 
 

Churchstanton & Otterford Community Beat Officer: PC MARIA JENNINGS 
PC Maria Jennings’ email: ssntauntonrural@avonandsomersetpolice.uk  

 

Buckland St. Mary Community Beat Officer: PC MARK EDGINGTON 
PC Mark Edgington’s email– mark.edgington@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 

 

Sgt Andy Lloyd - andy.lloyd@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk  

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES: 
FIRE, POLICE, AMBULANCE:  999. 

 

IF YOU SEE A CRIME BEING COMMITTED OR WISH TO    
REPORT A CRIME WHICH HAS BEEN COMMITTED &/OR 
YOU NEED A CRIME  NUMBER TO SATISFY AN INSUR-

ANCE CLAIM, TELEPHONE 
CRIME REPORTING: 0845 456 7000 

THE BLACKDOWN PRACTICE 
Opening Times. 

 

   Hemyock           Churchinford  Dunkeswell   

Monday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  3.00 -   6.00 
 

Tuesday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  4.00 -   6.00 
 

Wednesday:  8.30 - 1.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
   2.00 - 6.00     3.30 -   6.00 
 

Thursday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

Friday:   8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

NB  Hemyock surgery - EMERGENCIES ONLY Saturdays 9.00 - 11.00am. 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

HEMYOCK:    Appointments & enquiries  01823 680206 
    Dispensary     01823 680007 
    Fax. (Repeat prescriptions)  01823 680680 

CHURCHINFORD:  Appointments & enquiries  01823 681700 

DUNKESWELL:  Appointments & Dispensary  01823 681720 
 

BLACKDOWN SUPPORT GROUP: Barbara Starkiss  01823 681036 
 

HOSPITALS:   MUSGROVE PARK   01823 333444 
    CHARD & DISTRICT   01460 63175 
    HONITON & DISTRICT  01404 42362 
    ST. MARGARET’S HOSPICE 01823 259394 



Useful Phone Numbers 
 

Please contact us if you have any phone number changes or  
additions  you would like us to consider making to this list.  Thank you. 

 

Churchstanton 
Taunton Deane Borough Councillor – John Thorne    01823 663146 
            email. Cllr.j.thorne@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
               Blogsite  www.johnthorne.blogspot.com 
Chair of the Parish Council - Nick Strange     01823 601565 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Brian Simpson     01823 601694 
Village Hall bookings - Sylvia Pike      01823 601236 
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris    01823 421395 
Churchstanton Primary School - Head Teacher: Simon Mills   01823 601354 
Neighbourhood Watch - Richard Badman     01823 601264 
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper      01823 601347 
 

Buckland St Mary: www.buckland-st-mary.co.uk 
South Somerset District Councillor – Ros Roderigo    01460 62081 
           email ros.roderigo@southsomerset.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Josephine Salter     01460 234703 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Gill Horner     01460 234256 
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board      01460 234200 
Neighbourhood Watch - Jean & Chris Watkis     01460 234226 
Buckland St Mary Primary School:  Head Teacher - Simon Billington  01460 234251 
Tower Captain - Keith Every       01460 234620 
Churchwarden - Ian Cumming       01460 234460 
 

Otterford 
TD Borough Councillor John Thorne. See entry in Churchstanton section above. 
Chair of the Parish Council - Rosemary Viant        01460 234734 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Barbara Simpson     01823 601694 
(Please leave a message if Barbara’s answerphone is on during the day) 
Village Hall bookings - Cindy Beaumont      01460 234351  
Neighbourhood Watch - Peter Naylor      01823 601106 
Churchwarden - David Ruthven      01823 601455 
 

General 
CBO Community Bus Booking - Mike Weir     01823 601333 
Somerset County Councillor - Ross Henley     01823 665988 
Bishopswood Chapel - Pastor Brian Chaplain     01460 234748 
Rector - Revd. Sue Green   email: suegreen@summit.me.uk 01823 421232 
Assistant Priest: Revd. Doris Goddard      01823 601594 
Blackdown Hills AONB - Corinne Matthews     01823 680682 
TDBC Health Response Unit       01823 356337 
Wessex Water         0845 600 4 600 
Bristol Water         0800 373501 
 

NB: For Blackdown Medical Practice information (including the Support Group),    
hospital, Police emergency telephone number and Community Beat Officer’s contact 
details for routine or non urgent matters please see overleaf. 


