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EDITORIAL 

TS Eliot wrote that ‘April is the cruellest month’. Without disrespecting one 
of the most famous poets of the 20th century, had he spent time in the 
Blackdowns rather than across the A303 at East Coker he might have cho-
sen January instead. The rainfall report from the Buckland St Mary reporting 
station says 5.16” for December, it will be interesting to see the report for 
January as it seems not to have stopped raining all month. It is little conso-
lation that at 14°C (51°F) it is, apparently, unseasonably mild. It is still very 
wet and a life full of wet coats, hats, children and dogs can be very misera-
ble!  
 
Once the New Year and Epiphany are past there is always that long gap 
while we wait for spring. The news has reported local Wassailing events tak-
ing place on ‘Old Twelvey Night’ (17th January) so hopefully the trees will 
get the message and soon will start to create a covering of fresh green. 
 
Sue reminds us that Easter is very early this year. March 23rd is only two 
days after the earliest possible date. However, an early Easter means of 
course that Lent is early and Ash Wednesday is 6th February. That means 
that we need the lemons for pancakes on 5th – we can only hope you get 
this Newsletter in time to go shopping. Also, a warning particularly to 
younger readers, that March 2nd is Mothering Sunday – a date which for 
health reasons should not be forgotten. 
 
Now some good news to report: CBO News was Large Newsletter runner-up 
in Community Council for Somerset’s Village Communication competition. 
See http://tinyurl.com/3dbzas. It’s up to all of us, the editors, collectors, 
distributors and, most importantly, readers, to aim for winning next year. 
 
This month we have a recipe for pheasant supreme which will hopefully not 
occasion too much poaching and Molly Coddle appears to be exhibiting Lud-
dite tendencies as she attempts to resist the call of technology and the 
whiteware departments. 
 
We would also like to thank everyone that offered words of encouragement 
after our first issue last month and can only hope that you will be equally 
impressed with this one. 
 
Again, can we please have any news and material to fill up the ‘gaps’. We 
have received a request for a ‘Letters to the Editors’ page so please pen 
your thoughts to us. We are also waiting for material for our young 
reporters section so let us hope that we can start it next month. 

Until the next issue our best wishes to all our readers.   
  David Bleloch & Jon Mayled 

While the editors welcome material for publication in the ‘CBO News’, they do not guarantee that any item will be included or will 
appear in a particular edition.  They reserve the right to edit or shorten any items which are used.  Publication is in good faith and 
does not imply accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed. 
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THINKING ALOUD … 

Thoughts from the Blackdown Benefice Churches 
www.blackdown.org.uk 

 
Gosh, even before the Christmas decorations are put away, we have 
had to start planning Easter, which is so early this year (March 23)!  
Maybe you, too, have found the re-entry to work and daily routine 
an unwelcome shock after some days of relaxation and family time. 
Life sure is busy nowadays – hardly a moment to stop and think 
what life is all about. 
So, for those who would like some peace and space in their lives, 
we're creating a new service at Otterford church at 6.30 on the third 
Sunday of each month. There will be music, possibly singing, prayer, 
thought and reflection – and quiet. Quiet just to stop, take a breath, 
and take stock of life, and what we want to do with it. 
If you need some peace in your life, why not come along and see if 
this is for you. 

Sue 
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CHURCH SERVICES – February – 2008 
  

3 February 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Presentation of 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) (+Sunday School) 
Christ in the 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Holy Communion (BCP) 
Temple 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
  
6 February 1930 Corfe Holy Communion (CW) 
Ash Wednesday 
  
10 February 0800 Corfe Holy Communion (BCP) 
Lent 1 1030 Birchwood Holy Communion (BCP) 
 1030 Churchstanton Morning Worship (CW) 
 1030 Otterford Family Service 
 1030 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW) 
 1800 Buckland St Mary Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 1830 Corfe Compline (CW) 
  
17 February 0830 Pitminster Holy Communion (BCP) 
Lent 2 1030 Churchstanton Family Service 
 1030 Corfe Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Morning Worship (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (CW) (Sunday School) 
 1830 Otterford Compline (CW) 
  
24 February 0830 Churchstanton Holy Communion (BCP) 
Lent 3  1030 Otterford Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Public Worship - Communion by Extension (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Family Service 
 1830 Corfe Evening Prayer (BCP) 
  
2 March 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Mothering 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) (+Sunday School) 
Sunday 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Holy Communion (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
 1030 Mothering Sunday Service, Otterford Parish Hall 
  
Readers and Sidesmen for Buckland St Mary and Birchwood 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
3 February 0830 Andrew Bell Hebrews 2.14-end Ian Cumming 
  Pam Hull Luke 2.22-40 Del Wiggins 
10 February 1030 Freddie Crane Romans 5.12-19 Mike Fortune 
  Peter Naylor Matthew 4.1-11 
 1800 Vicki Bell Genesis 2.15-17 and Ian Cumming 
   3.1-7  
  Margery Harkness Matthew 4.1-11  
17 February 1100 Bill Butt Romans 4.1-5, 13-17 Gordon Board 
  Del Wiggins John 3.1-17 Ann Hales 
24 February 1100 Charles Hill Exodus 17.1-7 Ian Cumming 
  David Bleloch John 4.5-42 Bill Butt 
2 March 0830 Jean Watkis 2 Corinthians 1.3-7 
  Ian Cumming John 19.25b-27 
  
Readers for Otterford 
  Readers 
10 February 1030 Janet Grabham Genesis 2.15-17 and 
   3.1-7  
  Claire Bleloch Matthew 4.1-11  
24 February 1030 Jean Hine Exodus 17.1-7  
  Pam Hull John 4.5-42  
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SERVICES AT BISHOPSWOOD CHAPEL 
Family Worship     
 10.30 am - 11.15 am  
Refreshments     
 11.15 am onwards 
Communion + Evening Service    6.30 pm - 7.45 
pm 

  
Readers and Sidesmen for Churchstanton 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
3 February 1030 Joyce Lockyer Malachi 3.1-5 Claudia Gill 
  Bill Morris Luke 2.22-40 
10 February 1030 Charlotte Gill Genesis 2.15-17 and Geoffrey Berry 
   3.1-7  
  Daphne Morris Matthew 4.1-11  
17 February 1030 David Bleloch Genesis 12.1-4a Sylvia Pike 
  Claire Bleloch John 3.1-17  
24 February 0830 Chris Hopcraft Exodus 17.1-7 Kathleen Hunt/ 
  Christopher Poole John 4.5-42 Margaret Crabb 
2 March 1030 Gill Dennis Exodus 2.1-10 Claudia Gill 
  Sandra Aldworth John 19.25b-27 

Buckland St Mary Pre-school 
This half term we are going to be covering the five 
senses as our main topic. We are hoping to arrange 
various outings for the children, exploring the sights, 

sounds and smells (??!!) of the local area. We will be trying new 
tastes (looking forward to that part immensely – hope the children 
will get a go too!) and textures. The next fund-raising event we are 
planning is an Easter egg hunt. Date (although I think we can safely 
assume it will be Easter!) and venue to be arranged and will be ad-
vertised in next month’s CBO news. For any more information and 
an opportunity for your child to join in the fun, please see our main 
advertisement elsewhere in the magazine. 

 Melanie Tuffill 
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Sandringham Conservatories 
With 

Quality Installations 

We are a local family specializing in the design and installation 
of : 
  Custom designed Conservatories (Hardwood/UPVC)  
  Made to measure blinds. 
  Replacement windows- fascias- gutters etc. 
  Eco log Cabins 
  Small Farm Buildings/ Stables etc. 
 

Phone: 
Philip Partridge:       07860 538688 
Jonathan Partridge: 07980 655312 
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MARK STAPLE 
 

CARPENTRY 
 

Professional 
Kitchen Fi er 

 

Supply and fit or fit only 
 

All aspects of carpentry 
and 

home improvement work 
undertaken 

 

Tel: 01823 413663 
Mob: 07798 830365 

 
 

HEATHFIELD 
GARDEN 

CONTRACTORS 
 

General & Heavy Garden 
Work 

Garden Clearance & all 
Groundworks 

Garden Landscaping, 
Rockeries, Pools, Lawns,  
Patios, Drives & Pathways 

 

Post & Rail & Stock Fencing 
 

Mini Digger Hire 
 

JR HAWKER 
Tel.: 01823 680713 (Home) 

07989 549021 (Mobile) 

Free Quotations 

CHURCHSTANTON CHURCH 
FUN AND FUND-RAISING 

The annual trot round the parish, known as A Win-
ter Walk, took place on Saturday 29th December.  

We started out from the village hall at half past ten-ish, 21 hardy 
souls plus two pushchairs and two dogs.  The weather was kind and 
remained remarkably so until we got to Broad Street, where our 
umbrellas saw action for probably the first time since our last walk.  
We accomplished most of the five miles or so without trouble, and 
most of us were quite cheerful about it.  It was good to get back to 
the hall, though, and very good to see so many there waiting for us.  
It was even better to see the home-made soup that Alice and Chris-
tine had made for us.  The meal was in fact one of the best we have 
had, and full marks to all who prepared it, served it, washed up af-
ter it, and made everyone so welcome.  Our thanks go to all con-
cerned - and to our visitors for their support.  The total raised for 
Church funds was £170, which concluded a most successful year of 
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CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST 
 

STEPHEN WAPLINGTON, 
MSSCh, MBChA. HPC Registered 

 
 

EXPERT FOOTCARE IN YOUR OWN HOME 
AT NO EXTRA COST 

 

For friendly and professional treatment 
please call: 

 

01404 861328 

                         

fund raising, for which Praise the Lord! 
Now we look forward to 2008 and an even better year.  At the mo-
ment we are waiting for a meeting of the Fund Raising Group later 
this month, to see what ideas come in from our supporters —  and 
that means YOU!!  I would be among the first to agree that our ide-
as, without YOUR help, can become stale.  We are therefore always 
glad to hear YOUR ideas about what YOU would like to see included 
in our programme.  Please get in touch —  we will be glad to hear 
from YOU!!! 

David R Dobinson  
01823 601256           

PLASTIC BOTTLE TOPS 
Is anyone collecting Plastic bottle tops?  
My collector has achieved their target but I would be happy to con-
tinue collecting if there is a need.         Christine Kemp  

01460 234311 



8 

 

Statistic of the 
month 

 
 

Female Helper 
Painting/Decorating/Spring Cleans 

From a single room to a whole house 
Let my helping hands help you. 

Call Maggie North on 01460 234 309 
(Answer phone or after 6pm) 

Hedgerow Crafts 
 
24th February 2008 at Buckland St. Mary 
village hall, (GR 275134) from 10am – 
5pm, we have workshops making:  

Hedgerow Chairs w ith Ivor Hancock making a rustic, hedgerow 
chair using hazel and ash from the hedgerows. The secret is in se-
lecting appropriately shaped branches to create a chair of proven 
strength and reliability. 
Splint Baskets with Martin Turner w ill show  you how  the bot-
tom, hoops, handle and splints were made in the traditional way us-
ing a drawknife and shave horse. 
All tools and materials supplied with free refreshments 
Contact Margaret Edwards 01460 234222 for more information and 
booking. You can email her mgtedwards@hotmail.com   
Our last Hedgelaying course for the season available on: 
2nd February 2008. Contact George Pidgeon on 01404 881634 for 
more details. 
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Blackdown 
Property maintenance 

 

Repairs to houses/sheds/guttering 
Patio laying/drain clearing 
Basic plumbing and electrics 

small building works 
Tiled and laminate flooring 

Stables (partitioning & maintenance) 
Field Shelters & poultry houses built 

Land/garden maintenance  
including fence repairs 

Also 
Plans etc. drawn up for 

consent/approval 
 

Ring/fax: David Lowe 
01823 601048 / 07855346843 

Exclusive,  
contemporary range       

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 
 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 

Exclusive,  
contemporary range       

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 
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 DAVID GARROD 
 

QUALITY CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
 

Cupboards, Kitchen cabinets, 
Wardrobes, Shelving, Doors etc. 

 

Tel/Fax 01404 890135 
Dunkeswell, Honiton, EX14 4QH 

The Neroche Scheme 
Butterfly Conservation winter work parties 
Join us on the management tasks that are making better 
habitats for threatened butterflies and moths of the area. 
We will be working on a series of sites in the Blackdown 
Forest that support the Wood White, Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary and Marsh Fritillary, controlling scrub, coppicing 

and managing grassland. Tasks start at 10.00 -hand tools and in-
struction provided as required - work at your own pace to keep fit or 
just warm-up!   
Sunday 3rd February  – Mount Fancy Farm (BC reserve) 
Tuesday 12th February - Mount Fancy Farm (BC reserve) 
Sunday 24th February  – Ruttersleigh # 
Sunday 2nd March   – Buckland 
    (between Forches corner and Chelmsine) # 
Sunday 9th March   – Mount Fancy Farm (BC reserve) 
Please contact:   John Davis at Butterfly Conservation on 01929 
400209 or jdavis@butterfly-conservation.org for further details of 
these free events; - or for those marked #  Mike Ridge on 01278 
450793.   
In spring and summer there will be further events to the wonderful 
butterflies, moths and other wildlife that are benefiting from this 
work and the Neroche Scheme.  
Watch out for details at: 
www.butterfly-conservation.org 
www.nerochescheme.org 
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Recipe of the month 

Living in the Blackdowns we are very familiar with 
the pheasant and many of us see them regularly 
strutting around in our gardens.  The cock bird is 
a very attractive sight with its long beautiful tail 
and red- wattle rimmed eyes.   

They are a favourite of mine for the table and a couple of braces 
usually come my way during the season.  I’m also not averse to a 
bit of road kill if I come across it, even if it’s only the breast of the 
bird that I can rescue.   

It is said that the Romans brought the pheasant to Britain but the 
Latin name Phasianus (Bird of Phasis) suggests that it was first 
known by the River Colchide, which separated Europe from Asia.   

The pheasant season is between October 1st and February 1st and a 
bird should be hung in order to develop the distinctive flavour.  
Length of time will vary according to the weather and personal 
taste, from 4-7 days on average. 

And now for the recipe which can be made with a whole young bird 
or reduced a little if you only have a couple of pheasant breasts. 

Pheasant Supreme 
Put the pheasant into a saucepan with half of the butter, half an on-
ion, the garlic and 250 ml (1/2 pint) water.  Cover and cook for 
about 1 ½ hours or until pheasant is cooked. Meanwhile chop bacon 

finely and fry until crisp. Add bread-
crumbs and stir until brown, using a 
little butter if needed.  Put aside. 
Take pheasant from pan.  Discard 
skin and bones and roughly shred the 
meat.  Keep warm. Chop rest of onion 
and cook gently in remaining butter. 
Stir in flour and make a sauce using 
250ml (1/2 pint) of strained stock 
from pheasant pan. Season to taste. 
Stir in beaten egg mixed with the 

cream but do not allow to boil.  Pour over the pheasant and sprinkle 
with breadcrumb mixture.  Place under grill for a few minutes.  This 
is good with mashed potatoes, and perhaps broccoli or peas. 

1 young Pheasant 
50g (2oz) butter  
1 large onion 
1clove garlic 
100g (4 ozs) streaky bacon 
75g (3 oz) breadcrumbs 
2 teaspoons flour 
1 egg, beaten 
3 Tablespoons cream 
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CHURCHINFORD STORES 
& POST OFFICE 

 

Martin & Fay Newman – Tel/Fax: 01823 601220 
 

Newspapers   Magazines    bread & cakes   Confectionary   Greetings Cards 
Off Licence Provisions   Black & White & Colour Photocopy &  Fax  

Receive/Transmit Services 
 

‘SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOP’ 

FLEXI-STORE 
 

Secure Containers &  
Free Standing Storage 
Household-Business-

Leisure 
 

01460 234309 
Situated at 

Buckland St. Mary 

 hedging, fencing and draining 
 pasture management (topping, 

spraying, liming, re-seeding, 
cutting etc.) 

 groundworks and drives; outside 
buildings 

We have the machinery and 
expertise to tackle most estate 
management problems; from five 
practical farmers based in the 
Blackdowns, who know. 

 

   Please ring for free quote. 
Tel: 01460 234472 

www.fivefarmers.co.uk 

Land management 
for non-farmers 

Five Farmers 
Countryside Management Ltd. 

Penny DRY LOGS FOR 
SALE 

 

For details please telephone 
 

Nigel Hodges 
 

Mob.: 07912213535 or 
01823 601408 
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W.H. BERRY & SON 
BROOKFIELD, COX’S HILL, CHURCHSTANTON, TAUNTON, TA3 7RL 

Telephone/Fax: Churchstanton (01823) 601386 
Independent Family Funeral Directors for three generations, 

Being established by James Berry in 1906. 
We offer a 24 hour personal and caring service. 

Visits to your home to make arrangements as always. 
The only Funeral Director based in the Blackdown Benefice. 

What do you like or dislike about CBO News? What do you 
want to see more of and what would you rather we left out? 
 
Let the editors know — editors@cbonews.org.uk 

Calling all Hedge Layers! 
 
Note March 8th 2008  
BHHA Annual Hedge Event at Lower Shelvin 
Farm, Luppitt, (GR 163040) Starts 9.15am 

Come and compete in our annual hedge laying event. Cutting fees 
available and more than that prizes awarded in the Open, Interme-
diate, Novice, Ladies classes and pairs. Interested? Contact George 
Pidgeon on 01404 881634 for an entry form as soon as possible. 
Fancy a day out with a difference. We have lots to see and do at our 
event besides watching the hedge layers. There are crafts with 
hands-on demonstrations, other craftsman demonstrating, machin-
ery, and lots of other stalls selling their wares. We also have a guid-
ed walk for the children, pointing out wildlife and nature at its best 
this time of year by a member of the Somerset Wildlife Trust, raffle 
with prizes and what would the day be like without great food and 
refreshments from the local WI.  
See you there for a great day out. 
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Prepares a wide selection of the finest homemade foods in the Blackdown 
Hills. All are made from local free range produce. 
 

Something to tempt you ! 
Delicious chicken & Tarragon or Pork Terrine.  

Chicken Liver Paté, Game or Pork Pies. 
Chocolate tart — Heaven on a plate! 

Fresh tangy lemon tart. 
 

Hampers are available for trips to the races or for picnics -  
call me for details. 

 

See me at Churchinford Village Market every first Saturday in the month, 
Trull Market 3rd Saturday in the month or call me with your requirements. 

A wide selection of pies, terrines, patés, quiches, canapés, preserves, puddings & cakes, 
also catering for special occasions. 

Telephone 01823 601099 or 07989 802042 

Oddjobs 
General Household/ Building Repairs 

Plumbing – Heating – Electrical Repairs 
Eg Dripping Taps, Radiator Repairs/Replacement 

Defective Sockets, Power Shower Repairs/
Renewals 

 

Outside Maintenance, Gardening/Fencing. 
Many other tasks undertaken 

No Job Too Small 
Call Edward: Action Line 01460 234339 

No VAT charged on Labour Costs 
Public Liability Cover 
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Stephen D Sparks         Steven P Dodge 
Specialising in Extensions and 
Renovations 
Carpentry and Joinery 
Alterations and Conversions 
Roofing and Loft Conversions 
Replacement Windows and 
Conservatories 

     Free Estimates  
      All work guaranteed   

30yrs experience 
Middle Willand Farm 
Churchstanton 
TAUNTON 
Somerset TA3 7RL 
Tel: 01823 601219 
Mobile: 07778 743698/ 
              07786217911 
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Marti Spencer M.I.P.T.I. 

 

Holistic Health 
Therapist 

20 years experience 
 

AROMATHERAPY 
STRESS CONTROL 

NUTRITIONAL ADVICE 
 

Buckland St. Mary 
Tel: 01460 234 614 

 

Pure essential oils are 
extracted from various parts 
of flowers, herbs and resins 

and have properties that help 
enhance physical and mental 
wellbeing, activate the body’s 
natural healing process and 

strengthen the immune 
system. 

 

STRESS – Not all stress is  neg-
ative – it can be 

stimulating – but it is 
recognised that in excess it 

can cause:- 
INSOMNIA, FATIGUE, 

DEPRESSION, ANXIETY 
PANIC ATTACKS, MIGRAINES 

DIGESTIVE & 
CARDIOVASCULAR PROBLEMS 

 

A treatment can help relieve 
stress and promote deep 

relaxation 
 

AROMATHERAPY can safely be 
used in conjunction with most 

conventional medical 
treatments 

STAPLEY CAROL 
SINGERS  

Stapley Car-
ol Singers 
had a record 
response to 
their efforts 
this year. 
They collect-
ed £160 
which has 

been sent to Children in Need. 
Thanks to all who sang, refreshed 
the singers with festive fare and 
drinks and/or donated to 
the charity and very special 
thanks to Maureen Johnson who 
provided a warm and very wel-
coming venue to the tired carol-
ers at the end of the evening. 

Sue Partridge 

A BIG THANK YOU FROM GILL 
& GERRY DENNIS 
 
We would like to say thank you 
to all our friends and neighbours 
who telephoned and called 
around to express concern after 
our recent burglary. Thanks also 
to Officers of the Devon & Corn-
wall Police Force for practical help 
and advice. We are not the first 
and unfortunately will not be the 
last to undergo this distressing 
experience but it was very com-
forting to receive such caring 
thought from everyone.  
THANK YOU again. 
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CHARTERED SURVEYORS AND 
ESTATE AGENTS  

Specialising in country and equestrian properties 

If you are thinking of selling and are seeking 
 

Personal service – over 30 years’ experience 
Access to the best buyers worldwide 

with the help of our London office and the internet 
  

you should consult 

PETER RADICE FRICS 
at his Taunton Office on 01823 282890 at 14 The Bridge, Taunton 

or at his home at Churchstanton on 01823 601108 
website: www.peterradice.co.uk   London Office:  17 Hill Street, Mayfair 

NEWS FROM  
St. MARGARETS HOSPICE 

St. Margaret’s Hospice is holding an exhibition entitled ‘Brief Art’ on 
23 and 24 February. It will be held at the Bamfylde Hall, Hester-
combe Gardens, Nr Taunton between 10.30 am – 4.30 pm  
This is a unique opportunity to buy original art for the price of a 
print - £25 
All work will be exhibited incognito - signed only on the back.  A list 
of contributors (which include celebrities, well-known artists, ama-
teurs and students) will be displayed separately so that you can use 
your judgement to pick out a masterpiece!  All the proceeds will be 
in support of St Margaret’s Somerset Hospice.   
Please see the website for more details—www.brief-art.co.uk 
Admission to the Exhibition will be free and refreshments will be 
available. 



18 

 

 

Wilton House 
TAUNTON 

Retirement Home for the Active Elderly 
 

Homely, sociable atmosphere 
Resident staff 

All rooms en-suite 
Telephone and TV points in each room 

Comfortable lounges, dining and TV room 

Adjacent to Vivary Park and close to town centre 
 

Wilton House, Upper High Street, Taunton TA1 3PX 
Telephone: 01823 254339 or 01823 275950 

      
      RUTH & NICK STRANGE 

Telephone: 01823 601565 
Email: beechhayes@aol.com 

HOME OF THE BLACKDOWN BANGER. 
GLOUCESTER OLD SPOT PORK. 

NATIVE BREED GRASS FED BEEF. 
HOME BRED, GRASS FED LAMB & MUTTON. 

FREE RANGE HEN, DUCK & GOOSE EGGS. 
CHRISTMAS POULTRY IN SEASON. 

See us in Churchinford Village Market on the first Saturday 
in every month & Churchinford ‘Square’ on all other 

Saturday mornings. 
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BUCKLAND ST MARY TODDLER GROUP 

Toys and equipment suitable 
for newborns and upward 

Ride-on toys and slide 
Tabletop activities 

Refreshments 

Thursday mornings 9.30-12.00 at 
Otterford Parish Hall (Bishopswood) 

For more details please ring Melanie Tuffill  
01460 234325 or just pop in! 

1st Buckland St. Mary 
Brownies & Guides 

 
At the time of writing this report we are 
still on Christmas holidays at Brownies 
and Guides. 
26th January is ear marked for the annu-

al Pantomime, this year - Sleeping Beauty.  
22nd February is our Thinking Day where all Girl-guiding and 
girlscouting all over the world celebrate this day of our founders 
birthday and think internationally of our fellow associations. 
It is at this time we have our annual census and pay towards Girl-
guiding UK – Girls in the lead. 
Later we have the “BT Giant Sleepover” in June where all the girls 
all over the country sleep overnight raising thousands of pounds for 
charity by… er, sleeping! This is for Childline and a charity of your 
choice too. We will have our annual Brownie holiday weekend, prob-
ably in early July. 
Let me bring you now to our plight of local Brownie and Guides of 
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Neroché District. 
Buckland St. 
Mary Brownies 
and Guides are 
“going 
through” (we 
hope) a lean 
time at the mo-
ment with num-
bers. We have 
never dropped 
so low, after all 
the recruiting for 
adults, now we 
are faced with 
the dilemma of 
reduced num-
bers of Brownies. We have all the help in adults we need now.  
Guides are still continuing with a wing and a prayer. To say the least 
it is getting quite critical. Two Guides have become Young Leaders, 
Tanya with our Brownies and Charlotte with the Guides.  I can see 
the rural districts closing their doors and all Brownies and Guides 
will be based in towns. Ilminster is going from strength to strength 
with two Brownie units and in November we opened a new Guide 
unit with 17 members to date. 
We cover all the surrounding areas, Bishopswood, Combe St. Nicho-
las, Churchinford, Church Stanton, Dommett, even as far as Blagdon 
and Yarcombe.  
Girls – Do you know anyone at school that maybe interested in 
Brownies or Guides? Brownies start at 7 – 10 years.  Guides 10 – 14 
years. 
It all depends on you whether rural districts survive or not, we have 
so much to offer in the countryside. Ilminster Brownies visit us quite 
regularly in the summer, as they have nowhere outside to play and 
have fun.  
Contact Carol Lane 01460 234689 until March 10th, thereafter, 
Sandie Potts 01460 234514 

Guides – Elaine Jennings  
01460 221797 
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Buckland St Mary Toddler 

Group 

Toddlers have returned from the Christmas break and 
are as lively as ever! Mummies, grandmothers, etc. are looking for-
ward to our Christmas Night out (we are going in January, having 
failed to find a date in December that was suitable to all!) and we 
are going to the Mandarin House Chinese Restaurant. If you have a 
baby or toddler and would like to meet other families in our area, 
feel free to drop in to the toddler group on Thursday mornings. Full 
details are in our advertisement elsewhere in the magazine. 

 Melanie Tuffill 

Calling all you budding reporters 

We are thinking about having a young persons’ section in CBO News 
and we need contributors. If you would like to write for CBO News, 
please drop us a line with your ideas. This is a community newslet-
ter and we want to give you a chance to voice your opinions too! 
Contact details for the editors are inside the front cover. 
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AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 
 

Entries are invited for our 
 

Antiques, Collectables 
and House Clearance Auction 

 

On 28th February 2008 at 
 Buckland Village Hall. 

 

For more details please contact 
Mac Davison or Richard Pitcher on 

07909555941 or 07754 754629 
www.davisonpitcher.co.uk 

 
Future auction: 29th March 2008, Collective Farm Sale 
South Hill Farm, nr. Buckland St Mary, Chard, Somerset 

 

 

DAVISON PITCHER 
& ASSOCIATES LTD 

dp 
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Buckland St. Mary 
Post Office 

Offers quality produce for sale: 
Yarty Valley Dairies milk and 
 cream.  Old Castle Farm pork 

sausages.  Free range eggs from 
Madgeon Lane Farm.  Ham and 

dry cured  bacon from Axminster 
Farms.  Meat & poultry from  

Bonners of Ilminster, Wines and 
spirits.  

You can even tax your car and 
much, much more……. 
So why shop  around? 

Support local producers of top 
quality produce and keep your    

village store.  
Telephone: 01460 234225 

 

 

JOHN BOYS 

 

ELECTRICAL 
& 

PLUMBING 
SERVICES 

 

ALL TYPES OF 
INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN 

 

“The Retreat” 
Brimley Hill 

Churchstanton TA3 7QH 
 

Home  – 01823 601146 
   Mobile – 07899 908914 

 

Technical takedowns 
Crown reductions/ crown lifting 
Pruning and dead wooding 
Tree planting 
Hedge trimming / hedge laying 
Emergency work / 24 hour callout 
NPTC qualified 
FOR SALE Woodchip Mulch 

For free quotations and professional advice 
Please contact Paul Durman: 

Tel: 01823 353302    Mob: 07815 146343 
Email: ashculmetreesurgeons@yahoo.co.uk 
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Fostering for Somerset County Council 
 

Did you know that at any one time, between 350 – 400 Somerset 
children are unable to live at home?  Instead they are cared for by 
Children’s Social Care.  These children and young people come from a 
variety of backgrounds and have often experienced some difficulties 
and problems in their young lives.  Most of these young people are 
placed with foster carers.  Unfortunately some of them are placed a 
long way from their local community.  Foster carers are local people, 
also from a variety of backgrounds who have a range of life experi-
ences.  We need to recruit foster carers to meet the needs of all chil-
dren; in particular we struggle to meet the needs of young people 
aged 10+.   There is a specialist respite scheme for children with dis-
abilities (Short Break Care) and other specialist services for children 
aged over 13 yrs (Home Based Care) and 16yrs of age (Stepping 
Stones). 
 
If you would like more information on our fostering opportunities 
please call us on the number below or www.somerset.gov.uk/
fostering 

 

Churchstanton 
Parish Council 

 
A Happy and Prosperous New Year to both our 

Readers!! 
For the first Meeting of the New Year it looked as if lots of parishion-
ers had made the same resolution – to get involved in Parish Council 
Meetings. But no – it was the dreaded PAS (Planning Application 
Syndrome) that had dragged them out into the night. A total of nine 
parishioners in attendance, of whom seven were attracted by PAS! It 
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was fortunate that every Parish Councillor had turned out, just to 
ensure a bit of parity! 
County Councillor Henley got things off to a good start by stating his 
intention to provide financial assistance, from his Community Budg-
et, to the Cricket Club, to the Pre-School Group and to the School 
PTA for its Cycling Signs. He also said that the Borough Council is 
close to deciding this year’s Council Tax which he confidently ex-
pects to be below the current level of inflation. 
Borough Councillor Thorne has, apparently, disappeared under a sea 
of paperwork but he had found time to e-mail a brief report for pe-
rusal. He continues to be concerned about the activities of the Plan-
ners but he has been assured that everything will be resolved by 
Easter plus a promise that the new software to make it easier to ac-
cess documents will be up and running by the summer. We wait with 
bated breath! Cllr Thorne is also struggling with his colleagues on 
the Rural Regeneration Task and Finish Group. There seems to be a 
basic difference of opinion about how wide “regeneration” should be! 
His case was dealt something of a body blow when the publication of 
TDBC’s “rich list” indicated that this Ward is the third richest in the 
Borough – so much for the “rural equals poor” theory! 
On to Planning, then. Should there be another chalet at Stapley? No, 
there should not if opinion at the Meeting is anything to go by. A va-
riety of Policies, both old and new, were quoted but they all seem to 
carry the same message – Stapley has got more than its fair share 
of holiday accommodation, thank you. Points raised included the 
need to restrict development in an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty; the potential damage to delicate flora and fauna; the poten-
tial ecological damage caused by an even greater influx of “gas guz-
zlers”; the steady decline over recent years in holiday lettings in the 
area; the possibility that if all the bed spaces currently available plus 
those for which permission has been given and those for which per-
mission is sought were occupied, it would double the population of 
the hamlet etc. etc. As you might guess, the Parish Council decided 
that it is opposed to the proposals and will ask the Borough Council 
to respect that decision. Watch this space… again!! 
Next came Matters Arising and notice that there is to be a Hearing 
into the County Council’s decision to allow the diversion of Footpath 
T6/30. What the Hearing, to take place in Churchinford Village Hall 
on the 7th May, will achieve does not seem to be abundantly clear 
at the moment. Time will, no doubt, tell! On the allotments front, 
the waiting list has increased by 200%; on the Police front, we have 
a new Beat Manager – Maria Jennings – who will be attending the 
February Meeting. You should come along, it might be your only 
chance to meet her; plans to tour the Parish in the company of our 
Highways Engineer were laid and everything else was “noted”. 
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“Simply Massage” 
with  

Trudi Farmer I.T.E.C. 
Aromatherapist 

 
Stiff neck? 
Aching shoulders? 
Headaches? 
Back pain? 
Anxiety and stress? 

 

Massage relieves tired,    
aching muscles,  releases 

tension and gives a profound 
sense of well-being. 

 

TEL: 01404 861421 
for an appointment   

 

Mark Farmer 
for 

LOCAL PURPOSE-MADE 
HIGH QUALITY 

JOINERY 
 

…..Windows, doors 
 fitted wardrobes etc. 

 

Ullcombe Joinery 
Telephone: 01404 861421 

After 6.00p.m. 
 

when you can’t buy it  
“off the shelf” 

 

Listed properties a speciality 
 

ULLCOMBE JOINERY 

Planning was then reverted to and it was agreed that your Council 
was opposed to a proposal for an office block at Culmhead but 
agreeable to the erection of a conservatory at Ford Barton and a lift 
shaft/plant room at Hollybank. It was also noted that TDBC has 
“given the nod” to conversion work at Hilliers in Biscombe. 
Correspondence was “noted”; cheques were signed and it was all 
over by a quarter to nine. Not a bad evening’s work really! The next 
Meeting will be held at 7.30 pm on Wednesday, 13 February 2008 in 
the Village Hall, Churchinford – in the presence of the Constabulary. 
Be there or get arrested! 
 

Brian Simpson 
Clerk to the Council 
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Buckland St Mary 
Pre-school 

 
We offer a caring, friendly, happy environment, where your child can play, 

learn  and  socialise. 
We give individual attention and stimulation within the group to encourage            

development at each child’s own pace. 
 

The Pre-school has its own building within the grounds of Buckland St 
Mary Primary school, in which we offer a vast array of toys and equipment.  
We have a quiet book corner, a home corner and an activity area for paint-
ing, cooking etc.  We also have access to the school’s facilities and use their 
hall, outdoor play equipment and safe playground. 
 

We take children from 2.5 - 5 years old. 
We are open for four sessions per week, 9.00am -12.00 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. 
 

For more information and a prospectus please ring 01460 234303 

Yarty Gardening Club 
The Chairman welcomed everybody including the 
secretary and chairman of the Ding Gardening 
Club, who invited our members to join them on a 
day trip to the 2008 Hampton Court Show. 
 We settled down to sort out the anagrams of 

garden flowers, shrubs, wild flowers and herbs which Mary Pleeth 
had produced.   By this time we were already imbibing Wendy and 
Peter Hall’s punch, which got us into the party spirit.    After grap-
pling with the anagrams for a short time, we decided to start on our 
bring and share supper which as always was varied, beautifully pre-
sented and plenty of it. 
 John Gusterson then took over with his quiz which stretched 
our brain power even more, produced a lot of head scratching but 
plenty of merriment. 
 After the winners of the Anagram and Quiz competitions had 
been announced the Chairman thanked everybody who had helped 
make the evening a success. 
 The Yarty Gardening Club is open to everyone whether experi-
enced or a complete beginner.   If you have recently moved into the 
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S  
B  C  

A Home From Home 
Luxury heated apartments 
Quiet & Picturesque Rural Setting 
Proprietors Resident 
Inspection Welcome 
Long or Short Term 
Convenient forA303 Road Links 
NO DOGS BOARDED 
Open 9am – 12.30pm – other times by 

appointment 
Proprietor: Angela Pitcher 

Batstone Farm 
Sticklepath 

Combe St. Nicholas 
Somerset TA20 3HL 

Tel: 01460 234574 or 07932 394368 
 

This project is supported under the England Rural Development 
Program by the Department of Environment, Food & Rural Affairs & 
the European Agricultural Guidance & Guarantee Fund. 

area or just not got around to joining, you will receive a warm wel-
come. 
 The next meeting is at 7.30pm on Thursday, 21st February in 
Buckland St Mary when Lady Skelmersdale will be telling us about 
‘The year round bulb garden’.    

Jean Watkis 
  

          Flying Chefs             Heavenly Food  Flying Chefs 
 

Let us do the hard work for you 
 

             corporate events       weddings 
             christenings       funeral teas 
            dinner parties       celebrations 
 

    any occasion catered for 
 

Quality catering at affordable prices 
 

Telephone:01823 331968 or Email: janecollard@tiscali.co.uk 
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PENNY PRICE FURNITURE 
 

DESIGNER & MAKER OF HIGH QUALITY FURNITURE 
Individually Designed to Your Specifications 

CONTEMPORARY AND TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
 

Phone 07881 785517 for a chat about your requirements 
or visit our website www.pennypricefurniture.com 

Unit 1c  Chelston Enterprise Centre  Castle Road  Wellington  Somerset TA21 9JQ 

LETTER FROM PORTUGAL 
Gary & Norma Cooper 
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 local social meeting place is 
called the Liga and Gary and I have become members and have been 
officially welcomed into Alqueve’s “family”. We live at the gateway to 
the old village which is still cobbled and which now needs new drains. To 
do the drains the cobbles must come up so funds for both jobs must be 
found. The council will grant half the cost but we must match it for the 
rest. We’ve had several Portuguese lunches and some money has been 
raised. The meals are very traditional and go on for hours and at the 
last one at the beginning of No-
vember we celebrated the Chest-
nut. These are very popular, cheap 
and plentiful right now. The trees 
grow everywhere and it is a major 
crop. Mid afternoon we had what is 
termed a “burnt fruit” offering. Dry 
kindling is laid on the ground, a 
whole sack of chestnuts is thrown 
on top, more kindling is laid over 
this and the whole thing is set 

 

Experienced 
Painter & Decorator 

Coving, tiling and  
handyman jobs around 

the home. 
 

John Martin 
01823 601120 
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alight. It’s an amazing sight and when the flames have died down the 
nuts are snatched out of the embers and enjoyed by all. They were so 
good a second sackful was treated in the same way and soon disap-
peared. The folk who live and work away all arrive back in Alqueve for a 
“do” and swell the numbers. All the houses and the church doors are 
open and anyone can wander in and out of anywhere and everywhere 
and be made welcome. We’ve been in several very old and some reno-
vated buildings. 
At the lunches the village ladies have a sort of competition with dessert 
and an amazing and mouth watering selection is offered with good na-
tured teasing and pretend points awarded. We are made to feel very 
welcome, I don’t think Gary will ever get the hang of Portuguese but I 
am able to hold a conversation, I’ve picked up such a lot. I’ve always 
been good at languages and have remembered lots of French as well. 
Most Portuguese will not admit to knowing any English until you speak 
to them in Portuguese then they will answer very well. They are a shy 
and reticent people who don’t like to make mistakes but don’t mind if 
we do. They can be very fiery and loud but they have a good sense of 
humour if you can find it and are generally very friendly and glad of our 
company to make a varied village life. 

Bon Ano Novo (Happy New Year).       Gary and Norma.  
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SARAH HAWKER 
BSc (Hons.) M.Ch.S.S.R.Ch 

 

REGISTERED PODIATRIST 
 

 Gait Analysis 
 Corrective Foot Care 
 Routine Chiropody 

 
Please ring to make an appointment. 
Available evenings and weekends. 

 
Telephone: Hemyock on 

01823 680713 
or 

Clinic Mobile: 07772 914541 

 

BUCKLAND ST. MARY  
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

The Blackdown Group Carol Service was hosted by 
Buckland St. Mary this year. The Church looked wel-
coming with its Christmas tree, Crib and decorations of 
natural greenery to relieve the usual dreariness of Ad-
vent, when it is usual not to have flowers in the Church 
during the weeks preceding the Christmas Festival. We 

extend our thanks to the Revd. Sue Green who permitted us to put 
in some understated floral arrangements. 
A congregation of around fifty WI members attended the Service 
and the singing was enhanced by the three – no, not tenors – but 
husbands, who added their baritone voices to those of the assem-
bled ladies. Unusual readings and lesser-known carols provided a 
unique variation to the usual ‘run-of-the-mill’ service. Mr. Andrew 
Bell led the prayers. Tea and mince pies brought the afternoon to a 
close. 
On 18th December, it fell to our Branch President, Mrs. M. Harkness, 
to formally propose to the members that the Buckland St. Mary 
Branch of the Women’s Institute be closed. The proposal was se-
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conded by Mrs. A. Kennard and carried unanimously by those mem-
bers present – Mrs. H. Cumming, Mrs. S. Ducker, Mrs. A. Hales, Mrs. 
P. Hull Mrs. C. Lane, Mrs. V. Lury. Apologies had been received from 
Mrs. Beauchamp, Mrs. Bilham, Mrs. Colledge, Mrs. Marker, Mrs. Per-
rior, Mrs. Warfield and Mrs. Wheeler. All had had previous notice of 
the intended closure of our Branch of the Institute. Mrs. Sheena Hol-
loway, WI Advisor from County Office, guided us through the for-
malities of closure. 
Mrs. Lury wrote up the final minutes of the meeting and Mrs. Hol-
loway then left. The assets of the Buckland St. Mary Women’s Insti-
tute will be held in suspension for three years. These assets include 
the Banner, tablecloths, the President’s brooch and such finances as 
would be available after final accounts have been settled. If after 
three years there has been no application to restart the Branch, the 
assets will become the property of the Somerset Women’s Institute 
Federation. 
Mrs. Hales provided an interesting competition entitled “Little things 
do a Lot” – twelve items to be identified. They all had relevance to 
the home, but the highest score of the day was only five – achieved 
by Mrs. Lury. 
The competition was followed by a sing-a-long with Bernard Gready 
– seven rousing oldies, including O No John, John Peel and Auld 

Lang Syne and finally – sadly for 
the last time – Jerusalem. 
Members had all contributed to 
providing a delicious tea. The end 
of an era but a strong bond of 
friendship remains amongst the 
members of the now defunct 
Buckland St. Mary Women’s Insti-
tute. 

Phillip Wright 

01460 55703 
incl. evenings & weekends 

computers 

MONKEYPUZZLE 

Professionally qualified 
Computer repair &        

upgrade 
Virus removal &           

prevention 
Home tutoring 

Small business support 
Jargon-free explanations 

Extremely competitive rates - 
please call  
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RAINFALL REPORT 
BUCKLAND ST MARY REPORTING STATION 
 
Another month of very mixed weather. Having got 
off to a wet start, we had nearly two weeks of hard 
frosts and harsh easterly and northerly winds. 
Christmas Eve turned out wet again. New Year’s 
Eve was also a bit damp! 
Total rainfall for December was 131.1 mm (5.16 

ins.) The wettest day was the 8th with 27.1 mm (1.07 ins.; 20.67% 
of the total), followed by the 24th with 18.0 mm (0.71 ins.; 13.73%) 
and the 6th with 15.7 mm (0.62 ins.; 11.98%). The early part of the 
month - the 1st to the 9th – accounted for 96.9 mm (3.81 ins.; 
73.91%) of the month's total. 
The total annual rainfall for 2007 was 1189.9 mm (46.85 ins.). This 
compares with the two “wetter” years of 2002 – 1361.7 mm (53.61 
ins.) – and 2000 – 1448.1 mm (57.01 ins.).  

Previous Decembers are as follows: 

1999: 200 mm (7.87 ins.) 
2000: 271.3 mm (10.68 ins.) 
2001: 32.3 mm (1.27 ins.) 

2002: 155.7 mm (6.13 ins.) 
2003: 109.9 mm (4.33 ins.) 
2004: 68.1 mm (2.68 ins.) 

2005: 93.5 mm (3.68 ins.) 
2006: 94.7 mm (3.73 ins.) 
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Lower Colley Farm, Livery 
Yard 

Friendly, family run yard with owners living on site. 
Outdoor school, all year turnout, secure, well lit yard. 

Part or Full liveries, Schooling or Breaking. 
Does your horse need a holiday? 

 

Contact Carey for details. 
Mobile 07977 545470   Home 01460 234026 

E-mail careycollett@btinternet.com 
Lower Colley Farm, Buckland St Mary, Chard, 

TA20 3QD 
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RICHARD 
BROWN 

 

ELECTRICIAN 
 

Prompt Professional Service 
 

Sockets 
Lighting 
Rewiring 

Upgrading Fuse Boxes 
 

Part “P” Registered 
 

( 01823 680389 
Mobile: 07721089209 

Digital TV and Satellite 
Specialists 

 

Aerial and Satellite systems 
installed and upgraded. 

Freeview, Sky Digital, Sky TV. 
TV, FM, DAB, Digital, Terrestrial. 

Multipoint viewing. 
 

Free quotation and installation 
advice. 

01823 680190 
07766 522336 

 
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 

MARCH CBO NEWS 
SHOULD BE WITH 

YOUR PARISH 
COLLECTORS NO 

LATER THAN  
NOON, 15 FEBRUARY 

PLEASE. 

From the mouths of babes: 
 
Never grudge or you will be grudged. 
 
God teached that you should love even 
your enema. 
 
Chris ans have a feast at Christmas 
when they have bread for the body of 
Jesus, red wine for his blood and turkey , 
brussel sprouts and potatoes. 
 
On Christmas morning they go to church 
where some kind of show will be going 
on. 
 
Christmas is a very happy  me for Vir-
gins. 
 
Jesus was bap zed as an adult so it must 
be alright. 
 
God is forgiveable. 
 
Chris ans believe that at Christmas Jesus 
came into the world to save humanity 
from Santa. 
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HEMYOCK VETERINARY SURGERY 

 

29A STATION ROAD, HEMYOCK (Just below the Spar) 
 

A mixed practice, providing friendly advice and service to all sectors 
of the community, from hammy hamsters to prize dairy herds. 

 
We are here to help. 

 
SURGERY TIMES 

 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 4.00 PM - 6.00 PM 

TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY 10.00 AM - 10.30 AM 
AND 4.00- 6.00 PM 

 
For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, 

please call (01404) 42750 or (01823) 681067 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
 

Rambling in the Blackdowns 

Do you ever get the feeling that the world is 
against you? I've had one of those months... 
Well having been married for as long as I have, I 
suppose it was on the cards that everything would 

start wearing out. 
Before you start imagining your own punch lines I’m talking about 
our equipment – that’s worse...Well it started with the scales – not 
the bathroom ones they gave up years ago – the  kitchen scales. 
After years of kneading and stretching, patting and proving – well 
going down to Sainsburys and imagining the rest – I invested in a 
bread maker. Lovely fresh smell of bread, know exactly what’s gone 
into it but it does rely on you measuring out accurately the ingredi-
ents involved. 
When the scales started flashing decreasing numbers at me as I 
loaded my strong white flour I knew I was in trouble. Five hours lat-
er and a loaf like house brick I knew it was time for a change. 
Then there was the toaster – that one went with a bang, literally. 
You just had to put a slice of bread in the right hand slot, push down 
the lever and all the lights in the house would turn off. 
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When the dishwasher started talking to me in German that was the 
final straw! 
Time to visit the sales and this time with a valid excuse! Argos had a 
“50% off, buy now , pay never” sale. Bargain! 
While I was waiting for my number to appear on the little overhead 
television screen I thought I would join everyone else in ogling the 
enormous ones on sale there. I pushed past an elderly couple debat-
ing how they would fit the rest of their furniture in the living room if 
they purchased one, past the lady okaying the purchase with her 
partner and  everyone else in the whole shop by using her mobile 
phone and just stared. Didn’t Anne Robinson look scary enough on a 
12 inch portable? Why on earth would I want her stretched to 42 
inches? I decided we'd stick with amusing ourselves with watching 
the paint dry and writing letters to the CBO  News! 
New technology is a funny old thing though isn't it? I try to keep up 
– but I just know I’m fighting a losing battle. Last time I went to PC 
World they tried really hard. They explained everything really care-
fully to me and were really patient but I could tell they were thinking 
“haven't you got a seven year old who you could bring with you next 
time? They'd get it instinctively”.  
Here’s praying that all of you have far less wearing out than I do! 

Molly Coddle 

Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty? 

More than 40 local residents have sub-
mitted objections to the recent applica-

tion by the owners of Smeatharpe Stadium. The owners want to in-
crease the number of banger racing events they are allowed to hold 
at the stadium. The current limit is 14 days per year and any events 
in excess of that number would be unlawful. As part of their applica-
tion, the owners admitted to having held 18 race days at 
Smeatharpe Stadium last year so it seems likely that more than 14 
days of racing will be allowed. Efforts are being made by a number 
of residents to minimise any increase.  
However, banger racing is just one of many activities that now take 
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CHURCHINFORD PRE-SCHOOL AND 
DAYCARE 

We are proud to offer: 
 

 
 

Caring and experienced staff 
Bright and inviting premises 
Happy, lively environment 

Large secure outside play area 
Flexible sessions 

We are open 9-3 daily during term time for 2 year olds and above 
For our prospectus, please telephone: 

Kate Burns on 07815 440757 or visit us at the rear of Churchinford 
Village Hall. 

place on the old airfield following its sale in 2006 and the main run-
way being split between a number of different owners. Under the 
“General Permitted Development” legislation of 1973 and 1995 each 
owner has the right to organise 14 days of “events” on his part of 
the land without any formal planning permission. 
Part of the runway is now being called the “Dakota Drag Strip” 
where “Sunday Street Wars” take place and people from all over the 
country have been invited to drive their own vehicles to Smeatharpe 
for the purpose of drag racing them there. The aim of a drag race is 
to reach the finish line first, from a standing start; engine revving, 
tyre screeching and a tannoy system will accompany such events.  
Another owner runs weekend motorbike scrambling events on his 
part of the airfield. 
If four of the separate owners were to run motorsport events on 14 
different weekends there would not be a single quiet weekend in 
Smeatharpe, a circumstance that many local people would consider 
constitutes a serious public nuisance. 
Part of the Airfield is in Mid Devon and part is in East Devon. It ap-
pears that both councils were until recently unaware of what was 
happening on the other district’s part of the airfield. Websites for the 
banger racing stadium and the Streetwars activities list the following 



40 

 

events scheduled for 2008: 

 
See:  
www.streetnights.com/events.php 
www.autospeed.co.uk/meetings/fixtures/2007.ashx  
for full details. 
As you would expect activities are concentrated in the summer 
months, just when the peace and quiet of the Blackdown Hills AONB 
can be enjoyed most. 
No one wants to stop people enjoying motorsports, but it seems 
that, enabled by current legislation, the Blackdown Hills are becom-
ing a centre for these activities without any conscious decisions be-
ing taken. 
If you have a view on how use of the airfield is evolving please ex-
press your view to one or more of the following people/
organisations: 
 
Your MP, Angela Browning MP or Jeremy Browne MP 
Mid Devon District Councillor for the Airfield area, Frank Rossamund 
Taunton Deane Councillor John Thorne 
South Somerset Councillor Ros Roderigo 
East Devon District Councillor for Smeatharpe, David Key 
The Blackdown Hills AONB Partnership 

Smeatharpe Resident 

Banger Racing Streetwars 
Sunday January 20 Sunday April 13 
Sunday March 2 Sunday May 11 
Easter Monday March 24 Saturday evening June 7 
Sunday April 13 Sunday June 8 
Bank Holiday Monday May 5 Saturday evening July 19 
(Later events not yet listed) Sunday July 20 
  Saturday evening August 16 
  Sunday August 17 
  Sunday October 5 
  Sunday November 1 
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SEWING MACHINE SERVICING                                   TELEPHONE  - 01823 601465 
DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL                                                           or  01823 601347 
 

IAN HOOPER 
SOUTH WEST REGIONAL SERVICE CENTRE 

 
COME TO THE REAL EXPERTS 

 
ALL MAKES REPAIRED                                                        FULL GUARANTEES 
FREE ESTIMATES                                                                          PROMPT SERVICE 

Otterford Parish Council 
The first meeting of 2008 took place on 8th Janu-
ary in the Parish Hall, Bishopswood.  Despite two 
Councillors having previously tendered their apolo-

gies, the meeting was quorate and the Councillors and the Clerk 
were joined by two parishioners and TDBC Councillor John Thorne. 
Councillor Rosemary Viant, who will be acting as Chairman until 
Councillor Beaumont returns, wished everyone a Happy New Year 
and welcomed them to the meeting. 
In Community Time, Peter Naylor reported that a meeting has been 
arranged between the new Police Beat Manager, Maria Jennings, and 
the other local Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators 
A Planning Application has been received for a change of use to al-
low three permanent caravans, three touring caravans and a tempo-
rary shower block to be sited on Daneswell, which is adjacent to the 
existing Culmhead Gypsy site.  The Council discussed this and decid-
ed that it would raise objections to the application on the grounds of 
further unwarranted intrusion to the AONB order which covers the 
Blackdown Hills. (NB-If any readers have comments which they 
would wish to make the reference number is 29/2007/013, the De-
velopment Officer concerned is Mr. G.Clifford and the appropriate e-
mail address is: planningadmin@tauntondeane.gov.uk) 
A planning application to permit an amended design and layout to 
the already approved plans at Hill View, Bishopswood  was also dis-
cussed – the changes to the proposed house were considered to be 
acceptable but the Council felt that a two-storey garage building in 
the suggested situation was thought to be overly intrusive and in-
congruous. 
An application to build an extension at Montgomery House, Feltham, 
was deemed acceptable. 
The applications for a change of use at Rull Farm, Otterford and for 
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Applications For Planning 

Scale Drawings 
 

Personal and Professional                  
Service 

 

Call Katy on: 01823 601359 

 
 

e-mail:  
kjpartridge@btinternet.com 

 
AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 

 
Based in the Blackdown Hills 

 
House and Farm Clearance 

 
Individual or Collective items 

Purchased 
 

Entries for our regular auctions 
welcomed 

 
Mac Davison or Richard Pitcher on 

01460 234793 or 07754 754629 
www.davisonpitcher.co.uk 

 

DAVISON PITCHER 
& ASSOCIATES LTD 

dp 

the conversion of barns to dwellings at Church Farm, Otterford have 
been approved by TDBC. 
Damage to the road sign at Royston Cross, Bishopswood has been 
reported and is being dealt with by Somerset Highways. 
The Council has lent its support to Smeatharpe WI in their opposi-
tion to the proposed extension of allowable days of Stock Car Racing 
at Smeatharpe, feeling that to have race meetings on 34 days every 
summer would lead to there being no quiet weekends left. 
A letter has been received in response to the Council’s complaint 
about the lack of visible police presence in the parish.  The District 
Commander of Somerset West District of Avon and Somerset Police 
has asked for an opportunity to discuss the Council’s concerns – this 
will be arranged as soon as is practicable. 
Important Police notice - a new Beat Manager has been appointed 
for the Blackdown Beat; her name is WPC Maria Jennings and she is 
hoping to attend the next meeting of OPC, which will held on 12th 
February 2008, in the Parish Hall, Bishopswood, at 19.30.  Why not 
come along and make her acquaintance? 

Barbara Simpson 
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Otterford Parish Church 100 Club Prize winners 
February to December 2007  

85 members. Prizes: 1st £20, 2nd £10, 3rd £5.50, 4th £5.  
   Except December when there were 6 Prize winners. 

Feb 17 
J.Sharland 

68 
F.Fortune 

38 
P.Butterfield 

54 
O.Sparks 

Mar 36 
A.Robinson 

32 
 K.Wright 

24 
C.Beaumont 

35  
M.Govier 

Apr 54  
O.Sparks 

65 
M.Gusterson 

1 
J.Garlic 

39 E.Wakely 

May 12 
B.Gardner 

1 
J.Garlic 

60  
H.Hodges 

20 
L.Wright 

Jun 72 
I.Campbell 

28 
G.Witt 

80 
G.Robotham 

81 
G.Winslade 

Jul 22 
R.Viant 

88 
R.Barritt 

8 
G.Board 

80 
G.Robotham 

Aug 21 
P.Gale 

23 
D.Ruthven 

12 
G.Board 

84 
B.Gamm 

Sep 15  
S.Fraser-
Harris 

65 
M.Gusterson 

18 
L.Butterfield 

36 
A.Robinson 

Oct 67 
P.Hull 

59  
S.Haydon 

28 
G.Witt 

80 
G.Robotham 

N0v 25 
V.Blake 

20 
L.Wright 

18 
L.Butterfield 

72 
I.Campbell 

Dec 46  
M.Sparks 

68 
F.Fortune 

54 
O.Sparks 

72 
I.Campbell 

  73  
J.Parsons 

36 
A.Robinson 
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CHURCHSTANTON 

THE MARY PARSONS AND MONTY-
WOODS CHARITIES 

DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS 2008 

At a meeting of the Trustees on October 4th 2004 it was decided to 
make Grant Aid to any person residing in the Parish above the age 
of 60 years and also to any person under the age of 60 years who is 
unable to work full time because of ill health. 
To receive the Grant Aid please apply in writing to Mr Geoffrey Ber-
ry, Brookfield, Churchstanton TA3 7RL before February 28th 2008. 
The Trustees decision is final and no correspondence will be entered 
into. 

Geoffrey Berry 
A Trustee and the Correspondent 

11 January 2008 
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Create a blossoming orchard 

with practical local work-
shops 

Anyone who dreams of creating a flourishing traditional or-
chard can get started with two workshops coming up in the 
Blackdown Hills.  
Local apple expert Adam Montague from Cider With Roadies is lead-
ing the two events. They will both take place outdoors and feature a 
mix of theoretical and practical learning. 
‘Reviving a garden orchard’ is an afternoon course at All Saints near 
Axminster on Saturday 23rd February. The site is an orchard with a 
mix of older neglected trees and new ones. Participants will look at 
pruning and planting of new trees, with instruction on tree selection 
and aftercare. The cost is £6 per person. The course runs from 1pm 
- 4pm. 
‘Planning and establishing an orchard’ is for those who are thinking 
of planting an orchard and want to know where to start and how to 
do it. It takes place on Saturday 1st  1 March from 10.30am to 
3.30pm on an organic holding near Hemyock. The cost is £10 per 
person. Please bring a packed lunch. 
To book your place or to find out more contact Adam Montague on 
01392 881873 or email adam@ciderwithroadies.org. 
 

Otterford Church 
I thought it appropriate to use the CBO News to let parishion-

ers know how much has been donated by the church to various 
charities over the past year, and explain a little about each of them. 

An annual donation of £120 is given to the Church Mission 
Society, which participates in God’s mission in over 60 countries in 
Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and Europe, including the UK. 

£131 was collected at the Harvest Festival service and was 
sent to the diocese of Bath and Wells for their Zambia Link Fund.  
From this fund regular donations are sent to each of the five Zambi-
an dioceses for the bishops to spend on their own priorities.  Last 
year a total of £4,000.00 was sent to each diocese. 

The collection from the Carol Service of £124.50 went to The 
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A.C. POTTER 
 

GENERAL 
BUILDING 

 

HOUSEHOLD 
MAINTENANCE 

 
Telephone: 01823 601405 

 
Mobile: 07970 840173 

 

GRAHAM’S  

GARDENING SERVICES 
 hedge cutting - mowing - strimming 

and general garden maintenance 
sheds and fences painted 

competitive rates 
call:  

01460 57531 evenings (after 8pm) 
or  

07941 196989/07904 178325 anytime. 

Children’s Society, a national 
charity who provide help and un-
derstanding for those forgotten 
children who are unable to find 
the support they need from any-
where else. 

Last, but not least, the 
collection box which is present at 
all services, raised £140.28 for 
Burundi.  Regular news bulletins 
keep us informed of the work 
that is being done there, and are 
always available at the back of 
the church. Our contact with Bu-
rundi was started in 1978. 

John Gale 
Churchwarden 
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     TEL: 01460 62140 (EVENINGS) OR MOBILE: 07887 572908  

    W INDOW S AND DOORS MADE & FITTED 
KITCHENS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
TIMBER & LAMINATE FLOORS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
W ARDROBES BUILT & FITTED 
ALTERATIONS/REPAIRS “NO JOB TOO SMALL” 
LISTED BUILDING JOINERY W ORK 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY by LANCE WALLIS  

 
FREE ESTIMATES  

&  
ADVICE 

Bishopswood Chapel Blog 
Last month we attended two funerals – one at Otterford 
Church and the other at Bishopswood Chapel. Both were 
packed out – an indication of the high esteem in which both 
May and Mike were held. Their sphere of influence had been wide-
ranging; they had blessed the lives of many people. It made us 
think of the importance of living life to the full – not in a self-centred 
way but in order to benefit and prosper others. 
Do you know the story of the frog, born at the bottom of a well? It 
was all he knew, but one day he looked up and saw daylight. Climb-
ing up to investigate, he was amazed to find a much larger pond 
than the one he lived in. Going even further afield, he discovered a 
lake that was bigger again. When eventually he came to the ocean, 
it dawned on him just how limited his thinking had been. He thought 
everything he needed was down in the well, but that was a drop in 
the bucket compared to the things that were out there for him to 
enjoy! What a lesson for you and me! 
Maybe we’re living in our own little ‘well’, reluctant to leave our 
comfort zone and settling for a limited and safe existence. The Bible 
says that God has 
A river.… deep enough to swim in   (Ezekiel chapter 47 verse 5). 
There is often so much more to life than we realise – a God to love 
and serve, people to help and encourage. A good start is to make 
that long-overdue phone call or visit that person who lives alone. 
At the Chapel, ‘Frog Club’ is up and running again on Tuesday eve-
nings between 6pm and 7pm. There is always room for more chil-
dren aged between 5 and 11, so do bring your children along to 

learn and join in the fun. 
The ‘Life’ course is also underway again, exploring topics 
such as being sure of our standing with God, learning 
how to pray, what the church is really all about, the spir-
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itual battle we’re all in and discovering what God wants us to do 
with our lives. If you are interested in knowing more, please phone 
Kath on 01460 234748. 
Lastly, we give everyone, young and old, a warm welcome to our 
‘Family Worship’ on Sundays between 10:30am and 11:15am, fol-
lowed by refreshments. On Sunday 2nd March, we want to honour 
mothers everywhere during our ‘Mothers’ Day Special’ (See pink 
pages) between 10:30am and 11:15am. Children, mums and dads 
are all welcome to attend. 
God bless you all, 

Brian and Kath 

SMEATHARPE WI 
e-mail  smeatharpewi@aol.com 

http://members.aol.com/SmeatharpeWI 
 President Pam Parry opened the first meeting of 
2008 by wishing members and visitors a Happy New 
Year.  She started business by thanking everyone who 
joined the carol singing at the old peoples home in Wel-

lington and went on to warmly thank Joan Briscoe for boosting funds 
with the hard work she puts into the Webb Ivory Catalogue.  After 
being thanked for organising a lovely trip to see Dunster by Candle-
light, Ann Salmon announced two more outings to look forward to.  
A visit to the Meteorological Office in Exeter on 31st January and 
then a coach trip to Poole including a visit to Brownsea Island on 
Saturday 31st May, when husbands and friends will be welcome.   
Last minute transport arrangements were made for the meal at 
Fishponds Hotel on 25th January.  Sharon Jane has stepped down 
temporarily as Secretary, due to work commitments, but Gloria 
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ACUPUNCTURE & CHINESE PA-
TENT HERBS 

Are you living with chronic ill health? 
Do you get every cold and bug that passes your way? 

Is PMT or menopause driving you round the bend? 
Acupuncture and Patent Herbs along with lifestyle changes and     

nutritional advice can help you regain and maintain your health so 
that you can live life to the full. 

Sarah Hitchens BA.Hons, Lic.Ac, MBAcC is a fully qualified and           
registered Acupuncturist with over 14 years experience in practice. She 
offers professional, confidential treatment from her clinic in the village of 
Buckland St Mary. 
 

Tel: 01460 234697 
 

Member of the British Acupuncture Council  

Dobinson has agreed to take on her responsibilities in the mean-
time, assisted by Jenny Grabham.  Gloria gave a report from the 
Resolutions Special Meeting that she attended in Sidmouth and then 
read a thank-you card from recently moved, former member, Pat 
Hearsey.  An undulating four-mile walk has been organised by 
Maureen Johnston for Saturday 16th February, meeting at 10.30am 
at the Half Moon Inn, Clayhidon.   Anyone not adventurous enough 
to join the walk is welcome to meet up for the lunch afterwards at 
the Half Moon 
 As the arranged speaker was unable to attend, Mr. Keith Ray-
nor agreed, at very short notice, to talk about his career in flying.  
Deciding not to join his father’s business, Mr. Raynor began by get-
ting his private pilots licence before becoming a flying instructor.  He 
enjoyed this lifestyle for several years but whilst still quite young, he 
gained his commercial licence and became a pilot for a number of 
airlines, flying a variety of much larger aircraft.  Now retired, Mr. 
Raynor gave an interesting and amusing talk about his life flying 
around the world. 
 The competition for a pretty flower photograph was won by 
Anne Nicholls, followed by Stella Sanders and Meg Sparks.  Meg’s 
pretty heather won the Flower of the Month.  Diane Fone ran the 
raffle, assisted by her friend Sandra, a visitor from Reading. The re-
freshments were provided by Delphine Cooke, Gill Bond and Sue 
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Harley.   
Next months meeting is the coffee morning at Marlpits, Sta-

pley the home of Maureen Johnston.  Rita Batchelor and Chris Pan-
ton will be running a Bring and Buy stall and visitors will be very 
welcome. 

Moira Lumley 

From the mouths of babes: 
 
Believers’ baptism takes place in a little swimming pool containing 
holy water and when they have submerged, their sins are evapo-
rated. 
 
Christians have a crib with little idols of Mary, Joseph, Jesus and the 
donkey. 
 
Christianity wants to end the suffrage on this planet. 
 
The Canaanites worshipped Acetate. 
 
Angels are obedient and have no sex. 
 
Christians believe in one god; they believe that god is monotonous. 
 
We should not be greedy like Jesus ignored the dessert temptations. 
 
Jesus did not splash out in the desert. 
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BISHOPSWOOD LADIES  
REPORT 

The year started on a very sad note when our group attended, and 
provided refreshments for, the funeral of May Sparks, one of our 
most active members.  May had been a member of Otterford WI, 
which preceded Bishopswood Ladies, since 1959 and for most of 
that time had held office, or been on the committee.  Since the for-
mation of Bishopswood Ladies she had arranged the summer out-
ings and led the Bishopswood Bells. 
Our first meeting of the year began with a minute of silence in 
memory of May, and agreement to send a donation to Yeovil Hos-
pice in her memory, before proceeding to more cheerful matters.  
The ramblers, led by Linda Gower had taken a short walk in the 
Ilminster area before returning to Mary Pleeth’s home for a convivial 
lunch of soups and puddings.  At Christmastime the Bells raised 
about £100 for charity when playing at the Holman Clavel, Candle-
light Inn and several old people’s homes.  They also played at May’s 
funeral. 
The Flintlock at Marsh was chosen by a majority of members as the 
venue for the end of year dinner.  A behind-the-scenes tour of Asda 
has been arranged for a limited number of members on Tuesday 
12th February. 
Members then joined hands for a session of circle dancing, led by 
Louise Knight.  These dances originate mostly from eastern Europe, 
and the combination of unusual musical rhythms, the repetition of 
patterns of dance steps, and the fact that everyone held hands in a 
circle, led to a feeling of calm and harmony within the group.  This 
feeling was intensified by the fact that the circle centred on flowers 
and candles, and that the main lights were dimmed.  
Feeling relaxed, members then enjoyed refreshments provided by 
Cindy Beaumont, Tricia Taylor and Claudine Tyson.  The next meet-
ing will be on February 7th, when Jeanette Mogg will show us how to 
bone and stuff a chicken.  Visitors will be very welcome. 
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Blackdown Hills  
woodland event announced 

Anyone interested in wood will find plenty of interest at the Black-
down Hills Woodland Forum, which has just been announced for 
April. 
The event near Bickenhall will feature outdoor demonstrations, as 
well as speakers on woodland topics such as woodfuel, ancient 
woodlands, grants and more. It will be a packed programme includ-
ing lunch, which is expected to attract keen interest from people 
who work with wood, or own woodland across the Blackdown Hills. 
 
Owners of large and small woods will discover useful information 
and contacts, whether you are experienced at managing woodland 
or want to know where to start. 
 
The event will also be of use to woodland contractors, conservation-
ists and craftsmen, from wood carvers to timber frame makers. 
 
The Woodland Forum is being put on by the Woodland Association, 
which promotes local timer and supports all those connected to 
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trees and woodland in the Blackdown Hills. 
The Association hopes to help even more people and businesses 
over the coming year. If you are unable to get to the forum, they 
have a new online information service at: 
 www.nerochescheme.org/bhwa.php. 
The Blackdown Hills Woodland Forum will take place on Saturday 
the 5th of April 2008 at Neroche Parish Hall, Bickenhall. 
 
For more information, or to suggest topics for discussion or demon-
stration, email John Greenshields at the Woodland Association on 
parkfarm@tinyonline.co.uk. 

CLERK TO PARISH COUNCIL 
Buckland St Mary Parish Council seeks a Clerk 
and Responsible Financial Officer.  This post is 
part-time involving 4 hours each week on aver-
age. 

The successful candidate is not required to have local government 
experience but will be expected to handle the formal minutes, agen-
das, and correspondence of the Council. 
Training will be available. 
The salary will be per the National recommended salary scale. 
An information pack and application form can be obtained from: 
Gill Horner 
Dunns Cottage 
Newtown 
Buckland St Mary 
CHARD 
TA20 3TE 
Or by telephone on 01460 234256 
Interested applicants must contact the Clerk by Wednesday 13 Feb-
ruary 2008. 
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Parking charges in Taunton 
Long-term on-street charges are to rise from £2 to £3 
Short-term on-street charges are to rise from 30p to 40p for 30 
minutes. 
 
The increased charges will come into force on Monday 31 March 
2008. 
 
Road improvements 
Following a decision not to proceed with the A303 Stonehenge im-
provement, the South West Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) Panel 
recommended that the policy for the Second Strategic Route, which 
includes the proposed dualling of the A358 between Ilminster and 
Taunton and the A303 Ilminster Bypass, be dropped. 

NEWS FROM TAUNTON DEANE 
A roundup of items of interest 

January 2008 
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Friendly reliable service covering: 
 

 Buildings – Agricultural, Equestrian, Stable 
Blocks, Garden Sheds etc.  

 Fencing – Residential and Agricultural 
 Landscaping – Garden walling, Patios, 
      Decking etc. 
 Hedge Laying, Scrub Clearance, Drainage 
 Lakes, Ponds and Water features 
 

   A wide range of  
   household maintenance 
 

For free estimates contact: 
Russ:  07815 059823 
Billy:  07971 582320 
Tel / Fax: 01823 602711 
Email:  everreadyltd@tiscali.co.uk  

No job is too big or small 

Inside or Out! 
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 BUCKLAND ST MARY 

PARISH COUNCIL 
NEWSLETTER 

2008 

The meeting held on 3 January 2008, saw members supporting the 
application for the erection of a two-storey extension at Dunns Cas-
tle, Newtown.  The application to extend the existing poultry shed at 
Higher Buckland Farm has been withdrawn. 
We received good news that the Fountain will be repaired and fund-
ed as a joint project between the Parish, District and County Coun-
cils’. 
Following advice now received from the Tree Warden, a number of 
trees will be planted in the parish with funding from the Somerset 
County Council Landscape Scheme. 
The Clerk reported a subsiding grating to the Highways Department 
for their immediate attention.   
A licence is due to be issued by the County Council for the erection 
of another Village Gateway Stone to be built along Rookery Road 
near the A303, this is subject to no objections being raised. 
The next meeting is on Thursday 7 February 2008 starting at 8pm 
prompt at The Village Hall.  Any item that you wish raised must be 
with the Clerk or Councillor ten days in advance of the meeting. 

Gill Horner 
Parish Clerk 

01460 234256 
scribe.buckland@tiscali.co.uk 
www.buckland-st-mary.co.uk 

From the mouths of babes: 
 
Jesus did not splash out in the desert. 
Religions do not approve of dancing if it is sexually perfumed. 
Statues should be made in the image we believe God to be; they 
should not be made in vain. 
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Hello Team! 

It’s a wake up call for Spring. 
All hands are called to bring 

rakes, strimmers, shovels and hoes 
for 

The Easter “Pretty Up” 
of 

Buckland Churchyard 
Saturday 15th March 2008. 

10.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon 
Join the gang and enjoy  

the coffee break and chatter. 
 

Many hands help restore the 
beauty to the eyes of the 

beholders. 
 

Buckland St. Mary Church 100+ Club  

Winners for the Month of December 2007 
         
  Amount  Number  Name of Winner 
         
   1st Prize - £20.00  3  Roy Brelsforth 
         
   2nd Prize - £15.00  86  Rebecca Coltman 
         
   3rd Prize - £10.00  58  Carol Lane 
         
   4th Prize - £5.00  41  John Brooks 
Drawn by Mrs. Marjorie Butt or Mr. William Butt     
  at Buckland St. Mary Post Office in the last week of the Month.   
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Here are the answers to last month’s quiz  
 

1) Sly giggles SNICKERS 
2) High class thoroughfare QUALITY ST 
3) Money making royalty MINT IMPERIALS 
4) Dark occult BLACK MAGIC 
5) Mother’s local MARS BAR 
6) Clever folk SMARTIES 
7) Various black items LICQUIRICE ALLSORT 
8) Sport for Princes POLO 
9) Frankie Vaughan wanted it MOONLIGHT 
10) Good children get these  
11) Feline equipment KIT KAT 
12) Garden flowers ROSES 
13) Assorted girls DOLLY MIXTURE 
14) Dairy holder MILK TRAY 
15) Arrange marriage partners  
16) Edible fasteners BUTTONS 
17) Wobbly infants JELLY BABIES 
18) Talk quietly WISPA 
19) Big bus DOUBLE DECKER 
20) Gem orchard OPAL FRUITS 
21) Spin around TWRIL 
22) Capital granite EDINBURGH ROCK 
23) Lorry driver’s snack YORKIE 
24) 100% Au TERRYS ALL GOLD 
25) Istanbul harem TURKISH DELIGHT 
26) Out there (look up at night) MILKY WAY 
27) Even more out there! GALAXY 
28) Big cat’s pub LION BAR 
29) Noisy insect HUMBUG 
30) One who wanders  
31) Musical bard MINSTERALS 
32) Lots of parties CELEBRATIONS 
33) Outside meal PICNIC 
34) Easily blown FUSE 
35) Locals from Malta MALTESERS 
36) Reward  
37) Ten cent pub DIME BAR 
38) Toothless Drink WINE GUM 
39) Lost them? MARBLES 
40) Sweet tooth cleaner CANDY FLOSS 
41) Pub pins SKITTLES 
42) 9 AFTER EIGHT 
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ENDPIECE 
An atheist was walking through the woods.  
“What majestic trees!”  
“What powerful rivers!”  
“What beautiful animals!”  
He said to himself.  
 
As he was walking alongside the river, he heard a rustling in the 
bushes behind him. He turned to look. He saw a 7-foot grizzly bear 
charge towards him.  
 
He ran as fast as he could up the path. He looked over his shoulder 
& saw that the bear was closing in on him.  
 
He looked over his shoulder again, & the bear was even closer. He 
tripped & fell on the ground. He rolled over to pick himself up but 
saw that the bear was right on top of him, reaching for him with his 
left paw & raising his right paw to strike him.  
 
At that instant the Atheist cried out, “Oh my God!”  
 
Time Stopped. The bear froze. The forest was silent.  
 
As a bright light shone upon the man, a voice came out of the sky. 
“You deny my existence for all these years, teach others I don’t ex-
ist and even credit creation to cosmic accident. Do you expect me to 
help you out of this predicament? Am I to count you as a believer?”  
 
The atheist looked directly into the light, “It would be hypocritical of 
me to suddenly ask you to treat me as a Christian now, but perhaps 
you could make the BEAR a Christian?”  
 
“Very well,” said the voice.  
 
The light went out. The sounds of the forest resumed. And the bear 
dropped his right paw, brought both paws together, bowed his head 
& spoke:  
 
“Lord bless this food, which I am about to receive from thy bounty 
through Christ our Lord, Amen.”  
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PLEASE MENTION CBO NEWS WHEN CONTACTING 
ADVERTISERS-THANK YOU. 

INDEX OF REGULAR COMMERCIAL ADVERTISERS 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE   COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE 

Acupuncture & Homeopathy 13  Furniture Manufacturer 52 

Aerial Erector 27  Garden Contractor 38 
Arboriculture/Estate Management 50  Garden Machinery Service & Repair 16 
Aromatherapy  21  Garden Machinery Sales & Service 31 
Auctioneer & Valuer 14  Gardening Services 33 
Beauty Therapy 31  Household Helper 42 
Bed & Breakfast - Stapley 24  Joinery 26 
Builder - General 32  Land Management 46 
Builders & Carpenters 38  Livery Stables 29 
Building & Construction 5  Logs for Sale 41 
Building & Construction 26  Massage 37 
Carpentry/Joinery 20  Odd Jobs/Handyman 47 
Carpentry/Joinery 33  Painter & Decorator 55 
Carpenter/Kitchen fitter 31  Photographer 62 
Catering 3  Planning Apps. Draughtswoman 21 
Catering 53  Plumbing Services 14 
Cattery 11  Podiatrist 10 
Chartered Surveyor 28  Post Office & General Store - BSM  9 
Chiropodist/Podiatrist 50  Post Office & General Store - Churchinford 26 
Computer Repairs & Services 55  Pre-School - Buckland St. Mary 17 
Computer Repairs & Services 41  Pre-School & Day Care Churchinford 2 
Conservatory Installation 44  Property Maintenance 48 
Construction 18  Property Services 14 
Driving School 54  Retirement Home 37 
Driving School 32  Self Catering Accommodation 19 
Electrical Services 14  Sewing Machine Service 14 
Electrician 9  Spiritual Healing – Reiki 38 
Estate Agents 28  Steam Cleaning (Domestic) 40 
Farm Meats 35  Storage-Secure containers 37 
Forestry Services 8  Toddler Group BSM 2 
Funeral Directors 26  Tree Surgeon 10 
Furniture Maker & Joinery 15  Tree Surgeon 38 
Furniture Designer & Manufacture 12  Veterinary Surgeon 23 
     
     
     



For routine or non urgent matters you may contact 
 

Churchstanton & Otterford Community Beat Officer: PC HANNAH BARLOW 
PC Hannah Barlow’s email: hannah.barlow@avonandsomersetpolice.uk 

or voicemail - 01275 816868 then dial 72693 
 

Buckland St. Mary Community Beat Officer: PC MARK EDGINGTON 
PC Mark Edgington’s email– mark.edgington@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 

 

Sgt Andy Lloyd - andy.lloyd@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk  

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES: 
FIRE, POLICE, AMBULANCE:  999. 

 

IF YOU SEE A CRIME BEING COMMITTED OR WISH TO    
REPORT A CRIME WHICH HAS BEEN COMMITTED &/OR 
YOU NEED A CRIME  NUMBER TO SATISFY AN INSUR-

ANCE CLAIM, TELEPHONE 
CRIME REPORTING: 0845 456 7000 

THE BLACKDOWN PRACTICE 
Opening Times. 

 

   Hemyock           Churchinford  Dunkeswell   

Monday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  3.00 -   6.00 
 

Tuesday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  4.00 -   6.00 
 

Wednesday:  8.30 - 1.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
   2.00 - 6.00     3.30 -   6.00 
 

Thursday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

Friday:   8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

NB  Hemyock surgery - EMERGENCIES ONLY Saturdays 9.00 - 11.00am. 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

HEMYOCK:    Appointments & enquiries  01823 680206 
    Dispensary     01823 680007 
    Fax. (Repeat prescriptions)  01823 680680 

CHURCHINFORD:  Appointments & enquiries  01823 681700 

DUNKESWELL:  Appointments & Dispensary  01823 681720 
 

BLACKDOWN SUPPORT GROUP: Barbara Starkiss  01823 681036 
 

HOSPITALS:   MUSGROVE PARK   01823 333444 
    CHARD & DISTRICT   01460 63175 
    HONITON & DISTRICT  01404 42362 
    ST. MARGARET’S HOSPICE 01823 259394 



Useful Phone Numbers 
 

Please contact us if you have any phone number changes or  
additions  you would like us to consider making to this list.  Thank you. 

 

Churchstanton 
Taunton Deane Borough Councillor – John Thorne    01823 663146 
            email. Cllr.j.thorne@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
               Blogsite  www.johnthorne.blogspot.com 
Chair of the Parish Council - Nick Strange     01823 601565 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Brian Simpson     01823 601694 
Village Hall bookings - Sylvia Pike      01823 601236 
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris    01823 421395 
Churchstanton Primary School - Head Teacher: Simon Mills   01823 601354 
Neighbourhood Watch - Richard Badman     01823 601264 
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper      01823 601347 
 

Buckland St Mary: www.buckland-st-mary.co.uk 
South Somerset District Councillor – Ros Roderigo    01460 62081 
           email ros.roderigo@southsomerset.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Josephine Salter     01460 234703 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Gill Horner     01460 234256 
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board      01460 234200 
Neighbourhood Watch - Jean & Chris Watkis     01460 234226 
Buckland St Mary Primary School:  Head Teacher - Simon Billington  01460 234251 
Tower Captain - Keith Every       01460 234620 
Churchwarden - Ian Cumming       01460 234460 
 

Otterford 
TD Borough Councillor John Thorne. See entry in Churchstanton section above. 
Chair of the Parish Council - Rosemary Viant        01460 234734 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Barbara Simpson     01823 601694 
(Please leave a message if Barbara’s answerphone is on during the day) 
Village Hall bookings - Cindy Beaumont      01460 234351  
Neighbourhood Watch - Peter Naylor      01823 601106 
Churchwarden - David Ruthven      01823 601455 
 

General 
CBO Community Bus Booking - Mike Weir     01823 601333 
Somerset County Councillor - Ross Henley     01823 665988 
Bishopswood Chapel - Pastor Brian Chaplain     01460 234748 
Rector - Revd. Sue Green   email: suegreen@summit.me.uk 01823 421232 
Assistant Priest: Revd. Doris Goddard      01823 601594 
Blackdown Hills AONB - Corinne Matthews     01823 680682 
TDBC Health Response Unit       01823 356337 
Wessex Water         0845 600 4 600 
Bristol Water         0800 373501 
 

NB: For Blackdown Medical Practice information (including the Support Group),    
hospital, Police emergency telephone number and Community Beat Officer’s contact 
details for routine or non urgent matters please see overleaf. 


