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ED IT OR IA L 

It is a daunting task – putting fingers to a keyboard for the first time in this 
Newsletter. 

In their final editorial, Alan and David wrote ‘now the end is near…’. Hope-
fully, this New Year marks the end of the beginning and certainly not the 
beginning of the end. 

Our retiring editors have worked tirelessly to make the CBO News what it is 
today and it is certainly an onerous responsibility to be trying on their shoes 
for the first time. Although we are the General Editors it is thanks to the 
whole editorial team, the writers and the distributors that the CBO News has 
managed to produce its first issue for 2008. 

It is slightly surreal to be writing an editorial for the first issue of the New 
Year whilst still watching the children preparing for Christmas events at the 
schools and before attending even one Carol Service. However, when you 
receive this, the religious celebrations will be almost complete, though 
Epiphany is not until the 6th and the decorations should still be firmly in 
place, and you will hopefully be bolstering yourselves in preparation for the 
more secular observances of the New Year. 

It would be difficult for anyone to live in this cluster of villages in the Black-
downs and not have experienced the warmth and support of the community 
life around us. The towns and cities will always have more glitter and more 
bright lights but for the many of us who were born in the area, who have 
come back to the tranquillity of life here or who have found refuge here 
away from the great metropolitan areas, the idea of making a life elsewhere 
seems almost impossible. Being awakened by cattle and church bells in the 
morning is a physical and spiritual medicine which cannot be provided by 
pills or medication. It is this community life and the spirit of the area which 
the CBO News aims to reflect and support. 

This Newsletter would be nothing, however, without the work of its contrib-
utors. There has been a wonderful response from all involved to enable us 
to get this Newsletter out on time and we will always be delighted to see 
contributions from regular contributors and new ones to improve future is-
sues. Please send any ideas and suggestions for the future to the editors. 

We must also take this opportunity to thank our newest contributor Molly 
Coddles. Writing anonymously from her home high in the hills, we look for-
ward to her regular contributions. 

So for now, we hope you enjoy this issue and we look forward to the rest of 
2008. 

Wishing a Happy New Year to all our readers 

       David Bleloch & Jon Mayled 
 

While the editors welcome material for publication in the ‘CBO News’, they do not guarantee that any item will be included or will 
appear in a particular edition.  They reserve the right to edit or shorten any items which are used.  Publication is in good faith and 
does not imply accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed. 
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BUCKLAND ST MARY TODDLER GROUP 

Toys and equipment suitable 
for newborns and upward 

Ride-on toys and slide 
Tabletop activities 

Refreshments 

Thursday mornings 9.30-12.00 at 
Otterford Parish Hall (Bishopswood) 

For more details please ring Melanie Tuffill  
01460 234325 or just pop in! 

 

CHURCHINFORD PRE-SCHOOL AND 
DAYCARE 

We are proud to offer: 
 

 
 

Caring and experienced staff 
Bright and inviting premises 
Happy, lively environment 

Large secure outside play area 
Flexible sessions 

We are open 9-3 daily during term time for 2 year olds and above 
For our prospectus, please telephone: 

Kate Burns on 07815 440757 or visit us at the rear of Churchinford 
Village Hall. 
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THINKING ALOUD … 

Thoughts from the Blackdown Benefice Church-
es 

www.blackdown.org.uk 
 
Dear Friends, 
    The Christmas season just past when you 
read this is one of journeys – the shepherds, 
the magi, and even Mary and Joseph, and 

journeys are very much a part of many people’s lives. Life itself has 
often been described as a journey, and the year that lies ahead is 
just part of that. Anyone who sets out on any journey tries, if they 
can,  to go prepared, whether it’s searching out the route and the 
best way to get there, or by making sure that we have the right 
items to take with us. 
January sees the feast day, on the 25th, of St. Paul, who was no 
stranger to journeys, visiting many Christian communities around 
the Mediterranean, and keeping in touch with them through his let-
ters or epistles. Words of encouragement sometimes, and words of 
gratitude and wisdom too. 
The next year will hold things, good or bad,  which we expect to 
happen, and for which we can prepare as well as we are able, but it 
is difficult to face the unexpected. Family and friends can help us 
then, and share our joys and sadnesses, 
just as our loving Lord is there too, nev-
er failing us when we need it. 
Love and blessings to you all, 

Doris 

          Flying Chefs             Heavenly Food  Flying Chefs 
 

Let us do the hard work for you 
 

             corporate events       weddings 
             christenings       funeral teas 
            dinner parties       celebrations 
 

    any occasion catered for 
 

Quality catering at affordable prices 
 

Telephone:01823 331968 or Email: janecollard@tiscali.co.uk 

 

DEADLINE DATE 

Edition Closing date 
February 2008 Fri 11 January 

March 2008 Fri 15 Febru-
ary 

April 2008 Wed 12 March 
May 2008 Wed 9 April 
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CH U R CH SER V ICES  – J anuary – 2008 
 

30 December 1030 Otterford United Holy Communion (CW) 
Christmas 1  (Families welcome) 
 

6 January 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Epiphany 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) (Sunday School) 
 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer (BCP) and Holy Communion 
 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
 

13 January 0800 Corfe Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Baptism of 1030 Birchwood Holy Communion (BCP) 
Christ 1030 Churchstanton Morning Worship (CW) 
 1030 Otterford Family Service 
 1030 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW) 
 1800 Buckland St Mary Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 1830 Corfe Compline (CW) 
 

20 January 0830 Pitminster Holy Communion (BCP) 
Epiphany 3 1030 Churchstanton Family Service 
 1030 Corfe Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Morning Worship (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (CW) (Sunday School) 
 

27 January 0830 Churchstanton Holy Communion (BCP) 
Epiphany 4  1030 Otterford Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Public Worship - Communion by Extension (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Family Service 
 1830 Corfe Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 

3 February 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Presentation of 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) (Sunday School) 
Christ in the 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Holy Communion (BCP) 
Temple 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
 
Readers and Sidesmen for Buckland St Mary and Birchwood 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
6 January 0830 Ian Cumming Ephesians 3.1-12 Ian Cumming 
  Jean Hine Matthew 2.1-12 Ann Hales 
13 January 1030 Peter Reed Acts 10.34-43 Peter Reed 
  Claudine Tyson Matthew 3.13-end 
 1800 Vicki Bell Isaiah 42.1-9 Ian Cumming 
  Jean Watkis Matthew 3.13-end  
20 January 1100 Roy Harkness 1 Corinthians 1.1-9 Ian Cumming 
  Mark Drew John 1.29-42 Ann Hales 
27 January 1100 Barbara Board Isaiah 9.1-4 Gordon Board 
  Claire Bleloch Matthew 4.12-23 Bill Butt 
 
3 February 0830 Andrew Bell Hebrews 2.14-end Ian Cumming 
  Pam Hull Luke 2.22-40 Del Wiggins 
 
Readers for Otterford 
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SERVICES AT BISHOPSWOOD CHAPEL 
Family Worship     
 10.30 am - 11.10 am  
Refreshments     
 11.10 am - 11.30 am 
Communion     
 11.30 am - 12.10 pm  
Evening Service      
 06.30 pm - 07.30 pm 
Family Service (2nd Sunday in the month)  10.30 am - 11.15 am  

  Readers 
13 January 1030 David Bleloch Isaiah 42.1-9  
  Ann Grabham Matthew 3.13-end  
27 January 1030 Cliff Wright Isaiah 9.1-4  
  John Gale Matthew 4.12-23  
 
Readers and Sidesmen for Churchstanton 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
6 January 1030 Sandra Aldworth Isaiah 60.1-6 Claudia Gill 
  Gill Dennis Matthew 2.1-12 
13 January 1030 David Dobinson Isaiah 42.1-9 Sylvia Pike 
  Christine Bradbeer Matthew 3.13-end   
20 January 1030 Barbara Simpson Isaiah 49.1-7 Shirley Hooper 
  Shirley Hooper John 1.29-42  
27 January 0830 Alice Hodges Isaiah 9.1-4 Les/Pam Tutcher 
  Claudia Gill Matthew 4.12-23  
3 February 1030 Joyce Lockyer Malachi 3.1-5. Claudia Gill 
  Bill Morris Luke 2.22-40 

Carpentry Joinery 
Extensions Roofing 
Farm Buildings Stonework 
Plumbing Electrical 

34 yrs experience 
All aspects of building work undertaken. 

————   M. R. & N. R. Hodges  ———— 
Rooks Castle Farm, Stapley, Taunton, Somerset TA3 7QB 

Telephone: 01823 601408 or 01823 667758 
(both after 6 p.m.) 
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n the fourth S
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union by extension, 

the bread and w
ine having been consecrated at the earlier service at C
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1ST BUCKLAND ST. MARY 
BROWNIES & GUIDES 

Christmas will be over and the New 
Year begun but let’s recap on the high-
lights of the Brownies year of fun and 
adventure. We hope you all had a su-
per Christmas and wish you all a happy 
NEW YEAR. 
 

January 2007 – crafts - beadwork making bracelets and hair braid-
ing.  Chard District invited us to “Brownie Revels” in Chard at the 
end of January with an afternoon of fun and games plus food of 
course.  
February- Pantomime - Our District Brownies and Guides enjoyed 
the annual visit to the Octagon Theatre; this included the new 1st & 
2nd  Ilminster Brownies. A good time was had by all shouting “he’s 
behind you” amongst other cries.  
Thinking Day was with challenges and games to mark the occasion, 
including the Guides.  The annual Census - where every single mem-
ber in the UK are counted. That’s how we found that last year over 
50,000 girls were on a waiting list! The reason for this is a 
great shortage of leaders. 
Guides – entered the orienteering held by the Scouts every year. 
They did exceptionally well winning the first two places in their age 
group. 
March – Belly dancing with Louise. Brownies were eager to have a 
go. Gardening - growing cress 
We made cards and presents for Mothering Sunday in March.  
April - Easter w ith more crafts, challenges, discussions, 
games. They tried their hand at Sugar Craft with a “hands on” work-
shop lead by Pam Martin. Making models from junk. Lots of it too!  
May – Toymaker badge work, making teddies.  Talk from Caroline 
from the Recycling Somerset and a quiz. She even showed us paper 
that was recycled from elephant’s pooh! Judged the junk models. 
June- We Visited Ferne Animal Sanctuary that went towards 
the “Friend to Animals” Badge. Walking and collecting wood for the 
“Sos sizzle” next month. Challenges and lots of games out of doors. 
July- “Sos sizzle” with fun out of doors. Tour round the church bells 
with tower captain. End of July was our annual Brownie Holiday for 3 
days. Working and playing together with emphasis on teamwork.  
September-Disability awareness with erecting tents without speak-
ing. Cooking – making jam tarts. 

October-Spooky Night – a great fun night with scary happenings and 
lots of games and food. 
November- Remembrance Sunday – church service. Made pop-
pies for inside the church. 
“The Bishopswood Bells” rang for the Brownies and they in turn tried 
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playing a tune! 
December – Making items for the Christmas Bazaar. Carol Singing 
at Taylor’s Mead, Combe St. Nicholas, sheltered housing. Christmas 
party given by the Guides for their “Go for it”s. 
  
Contacts 
Brownies:  
 Carol Lane 01460 234689 until March 10th thereafter, 
 Sandie Potts 01460 234514 or email sandiepotts@talktalk.net   
Guides:  
 Elaine Jennings 01460 22179 
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Thank you for your help 
 
As some of you will know, in the early evening of Friday 23rd No-
vember, someone violated my home by throwing bricks through my 
windows; destroying both the historic, probably 400 year-old, win-
dows and my peace of mind. 
I am writing to thank all the people who have so kindly supported us 
through this horrific experience. 
I would also like to thank the police who have been utterly fantastic 
from the initial 999 call through to the Scene of Crime Office who 
came to check the fingerprints. They continue to offer advice and 
support for which I am very grateful. 
By the time you read this hopefully the crime will have been solved, 
however I would be grateful if anyone has any information that 
would help the police they would contact Taunton Police on 0845 
456700 thereby helping to return this beautiful area to a safe and 
happy community again. 
Susan Bryan-Terry – Lower Fyfett Farmhouse 

RICHARD 
BROWN 

 

ELECTRICIAN 
 

Prompt Professional Service 
 

Sockets 
Lighting 
Rewiring 

Upgrading Fuse Boxes 
 

Part “P” Registered 
 

( 01823 680389 
Mobile: 07721089209 

Buckland St. Mary 
Post Office 

Offers quality produce for sale: 
Yarty Valley Dairies milk and 
 cream.  Old Castle Farm pork 

sausages.  Free range eggs from 
Madgeon Lane Farm.  Ham and 

dry cured  bacon from Axminster 
Farms.  Meat & poultry from  

Bonners of Ilminster, Wines and 
spirits.  

You can even tax your car and 
much, much more……. 
So why shop  around? 

Support local producers of top 
quality produce and keep your    

village store.  
Telephone: 01460 234225 
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SARAH HAWKER 
BSc (Hons.) M.Ch.S.S.R.Ch 

 

REGISTERED PODIATRIST 
 

 Gait Analysis 
 Corrective Foot Care 
 Routine Chiropody 

 
Please ring to make an appointment. 
Available evenings and weekends. 

 
Telephone: Hemyock on 

01823 680713 
or 

Clinic Mobile: 07772 914541 
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Otterford Neighbourhood Watch 
Most of CBO readers may remember that the New 
Neighbourhood Policing Initiative set out by Avon 
and Somerset Police started on 1stJanuary 2007, fol-
lowing a conference “ Safer Stronger Neighbour-
hoods” to launch it in Yeovil in November.  

In my annual report to the Otterford Annual Parish Meeting in May 
2006 I reported that the Beat boundaries were undergoing change 
and that we would be integrated with Churchstanton and Pitminster 
to mirror the Electoral boundaries under Taunton Deane’s banner. I 
also said that the NW e-mail network covering the Beat was flourish-
ing together with our neighbours, Buckland St. Mary and Yarcombe, 
that are covered by South Somerset and East Devon respectively; 
this electronic wizardry facilitates communications in this part of the 
Blackdown Hills.  I reported that in conjunction with the other main 
Co-ordinators from our Beat that we had written to the Chief Con-
stable of Avon and Somerset Police expressing our concern over ru-
ral policing and asking him to do something about it. 
Similarly in May 2007 I followed this up to say that very little had 
happened and that we, jointly, had written accordingly to the Sector 
Inspector and Sergeant in Taunton. Again we can only express ex-
treme disappointment that our efforts have borne no fruit. 
It appears now that there is no 
clearly defined strategy aimed at 
rural areas and certainly does not 
support the expectations meted 
out in the Yeovil conference a 
year ago.  The presence of the 
Police in our Parishes has dwin-
dled to a point where it can now 
be described as non-existent. 
In a joint letter recently received 
from the Chief Constable, Colin 
Port, and the Chair of the Police 
Authority, Dr Moira Hamlin, an-
other initiative has been launched 
by the A&S Police, Community 
Policing Awards, that w ill  
“celebrate the success and 
achievements of individuals and 
teams who are making a real im-
pact on the communities they 
serve…”  asking us, and the Par-
ish Councils, to “identify those 

S  
B  C  

A Home From Home 
Luxury heated apartments 
Quiet & Picturesque Rural Setting 
Proprietors Resident 
Inspection Welcome 
Long or Short Term 
Convenient forA303 Road Links 
NO DOGS BOARDED 
Open 9am – 12.30pm – other times by 

appointment 
Proprietor: Angela Pitcher 

Batstone Farm 
Sticklepath 

Combe St. Nicholas 
Somerset TA20 3HL 

Tel: 01460 234574 or 07932 394368 
 

This project is supported under the England Rural Development 
Program by the Department of Environment, Food & Rural Affairs & 
the European Agricultural Guidance & Guarantee Fund. 
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members of the Police Force who deserve special recognition for their 
work in making our neighbourhoods safer and stronger” and asking 
“have we received outstanding customer service when contacting the 
Police, if so, we want to hear from you.” 
They have heard from us because we continue to be very concerned. 
As a result of discussions between the three main Co-ordinators, sup-
ported by our Parish Councils and Borough Councillor John Thorne, a 
letter has been sent to both the Chief Constable and the Chair of the 
Police Authority explaining what has been going on and in view of 
such poor performance we are unable to support this initiative. At the 
time of writing we have not had a response. We believe that even 
without the police co-operation it is necessary to keep Neighbourhood 

 

PENNY PRICE FURNITURE 
 

DESIGNER & MAKER OF HIGH QUALITY FURNITURE 
Individually Designed to Your Specifications 

CONTEMPORARY AND TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
 

Phone 07881 785517 for a chat about your requirements 
or visit our website www.pennypricefurniture.com 

Unit 1c  Chelston Enterprise Centre  Castle Road  Wellington  Somerset TA21 9JQ 

 

 
 
 

 

ACUPUNCTURE & CHINESE PA-
TENT HERBS 

Are you living with chronic ill health? 
Do you get every cold and bug that passes your way? 

Is PMT or menopause driving you round the bend? 
Acupuncture and Patent Herbs along with lifestyle changes and     

nutritional advice can help you regain and maintain your health so 
that you can live life to the full. 

Sarah Hitchens BA.Hons, Lic.Ac, MBAcC is a fully qualified and           
registered Acupuncturist with over 14 years experience in practice. She 
offers professional, confidential treatment from her clinic in the village of 
Buckland St Mary. 
 

Tel: 01460 234697 
 

Member of the British Acupuncture Council  
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SMEATHARPE  W.I. 
 
  At the December meeting the members were keen to 
begin the Christmas party so the President, Pam Parry, 
kept the business items to a minimum.  The forthcom-
ing outings were announced by Ann Salmon, which in-
cluded Dunster by Candlelight and the Met office in Ex-
eter, arranged by Linda Knowles. She also thanked 
everyone for their contributions to the 120 shoe boxes 
filled by Smeatharpe W.I. for charity.  

  After eating generous amounts of tasty food , everyone enjoyed 
the entertainment provided by Pernelle Rowe and some of the mem-
bers, followed by music and amusing quizzes.  A Christmas-themed 
raffle was organized by Anne Nicholls and Pernelle Rowe. 

Watch alive, that what we do is better than nothing. This means that 
we do need your input more than ever. 
May I take this opportunity to thank not only the co-ordinators who 
are there when needed but you the readers - our neighbours and 
residents – who have supported us albeit silently over the past year.  
 

Peter Naylor  
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  Members were reminded that the January meeting will be held on 
the second Thursday in the month in the village hall in Smeatharpe,  
to allow time for recovery from Christmas and the coffee morning in 
February will be at the home of Maureen Johnston in Stapley on 
Thursday 7th at 10.30a.m.  Everyone will be very welcome at both 
events.  
  A very happy New Year to all Smeatharpe past, present and future 
members. 

 

JOHN BOYS 

 

ELECTRICAL 
& 

PLUMBING 
SERVICES 

 

ALL TYPES OF 
INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN 

 

“The Retreat” 
Brimley Hill 

Churchstanton TA3 7QH 
 

Home  – 01823 601146 
   Mobile – 07899 908914 

SEWING MACHINE SERVICING                                   TELEPHONE  - 01823 601465 
DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL                                                           or  01823 601347 
 

IAN HOOPER 
SOUTH WEST REGIONAL SERVICE CENTRE 

 
COME TO THE REAL EXPERTS 

 
ALL MAKES REPAIRED                                                        FULL GUARANTEES 
FREE ESTIMATES                                                                          PROMPT SERVICE 

 
AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 

 
Based in the Blackdown Hills 

 
House and Farm Clearance 

 
Individual or Collective items 

Purchased 
 

Entries for our regular auctions 
welcomed 

 
Mac Davison or Richard Pitcher on 

01460 234793 or 07754 754629 
www.davisonpitcher.co.uk 

 

DAVISON PITCHER 
& ASSOCIATES LTD 

dp 
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Another 
New Year and the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan continue to 
demonstrate to us on a daily basis  the need for us to care for the 
soldiers, sailors and airmen who are serving us and serving their 
country. 

Furthermore, the lives of many of those who are returning from 
these theatres of war, having sustained physical injury, emotional 
trauma or both may be altered forever… and so too the lives of their 
families. 

The Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association (SSAFA) Forc-
es Help is committed to helping and supporting those who serve in 
our Armed Forces, those who used to serve, reservists, National 
Servicemen and the families of all these people.  We provide a relia-
ble, caring and caring service to more that 50,000 people each year. 

Our network of 7,000 volunteers provides practical and financial as-
sistance, emotional support and a wide range of services to ensure 
that SSAFA Forces Help makes a real difference whenever anybody 
turns to us for help. 

All enquiries from those seeking help will be dealt with confidential-
ly.  Volunteers may direct veterans to other organisations, whilst 
offering low-level emotional support, such as a friendship visit when 
the need for support is specialised.  There is also a great need for 
volunteer help – whether that may be as a fully trained caseworker, 
treasurer or fund-raiser. Please think about helping SSAFA Forces 
Help – you will be welcomed! 
The Somerset Branch of SSAFA Forces Help can be contacted on 
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 OTTERFORD PARISH HALL 
Due to recent circumstances beyond our control, the management 
committee of Otterford Parish Hall has changed slightly, but signifi-
cantly. 
As from now, the Booking Secretary will be Cindy Beaumont, of 
‘Melita’, Bishopswood. TA20 3RS. Tel. 01460 234351, email beau-
mont671@btinternet.com 
She will relinquish the position of Treasurer, which will now be in the 
capable hands of Jean Hine of ‘Valley View’, Bishopswood. Tel. 
01460 234258. 
The committee would like to thank Peter Naylor for his energy and 
commitment during his tenure as Booking Secretary. 
Tony Beaumont Secretary O.P.H.  

01984 624564 or homeshaw@btopenworld.com  and our national 
website is at www.ssafa.org.uk 

 

Buckland St Mary 
Pre-school 

 
We offer a caring, friendly, happy environment, where your child can play, 

learn  and  socialise. 
We give individual attention and stimulation within the group to encourage            

development at each child’s own pace. 
 

The Pre-school has it’s own building within the grounds of Buckland St 
Mary Primary school, in which we offer a vast array of toys and equipment.  
We have a quiet book corner, a home corner and an activity area for paint-
ing, cooking etc.  We also have access to the school’s facilities and use their 
hall, outdoor play equipment and safe playground. 
 

We take children from 2.5 - 5 years old. 
We are open for four sessions per week, 9.00am -12.00 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. 
 

For more information and a prospectus please ring 01460 234303 
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Friendly reliable service covering: 
 

 Buildings – Agricultural, Equestrian, Stable 
Blocks, Garden Sheds etc.  

 Fencing – Residential and Agricultural 
 Landscaping – Garden walling, Patios, 
      Decking etc. 
 Hedge Laying, Scrub Clearance, Drainage 
 Lakes, Ponds and Water features 
 

   A wide range of  
   household maintenance 
 

For free estimates contact: 
Russ:  07815 059823 
Billy:  07971 582320 
Tel / Fax: 01823 602711 
Email:  everreadyltd@tiscali.co.uk  

No job is too big or small 

Inside or Out! 
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CHURCHINFORD PRE SCHOOL AND DAY CARE. 
This half term the children have been looking at how the days have 
been getting shorter, and it has been getting dark earlier. 
We have started to prepare for the run up to Christmas, with the 
children listening to Christmas carols, making lanterns and making a 
counting and phonic Christmas tree advent calendar. 
The garden has been cleared, and new flower beds made to allow 
the children access to them from the patio during the winter. 
We are very pleased to welcome Megan Davies, who will be working 
with the children on a Wednesday until the end of the summer term. 
We have a wonderful Christmas Hamper that is being raffled at the 
children's Christmas party on the 20th of December. If you see it, 
please buy some tickets. Thank you!! 
We would like to wish everyone a very happy Christmas, and a 
peaceful start to the New Year. 

CHURCHSTANTON SCHOOL ALLOTMENT CHARITY 
 
Applications are invited for a grant from students going to university 
or college  or  in training for a job who are under 25 years old who 
live in Churchstanton. 
This is a small charity which once a year has about £700 to be given 
to young people at college, university or training.  Grants depend on 
the number of applicants but last year 8 students each received 
£85. There are no other qualifications than mentioned. 
Please send your application to Ian Hooper at 4 Church Road Cot-
tages, Churchinford, Taunton, TA3 7QJ  by 28 February 2008 
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CHURCHSTANTON CHURCH  
FUN AND FUND RAISING 

Our Christmas Coffee Morning was held on 
Saturday 8th December in the village hall, 
on one of the worst days of the winter so 
far. It persisted almost all day. We arrived 
at 9.00 to set things up, looking like 
drowned rats. We were even treated to 
the spectacle of rain dripping steadily 

through the roof into a well positioned umbrella stand by the front 
door. On such a day we should get people brave enough to pay us a 
visit? Well, we did, and in their droves — our valiant supporters did 
not let us down. The hall was full of happy shoppers and coffee 
drinkers, probably taking shelter from the weather but spending 
their money on what we had to offer, so we should worry. They 
breed ‘em tough in these hills!  

This was billed as a coffee morning, but there were stalls all round 
the room, just as there always have been on the Second Saturday in 
Advent. A Christ-
mas stall, where 
all things festive 
from wrapping 
paper to crackers 
could be had for 
a mere song. A 
'White Elephant' 
stall, where all 
things except 
white elephants 
could be wrapped 
up for Santa to 
deliver. A Tom-
bola stall, which 
provided much 

DAVID GARROD 
 

QUALITY CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
 

Cupboards, Kitchen cabinets, 
Wardrobes, Shelving, Doors etc. 

 

Tel/Fax 01404 890135 
Dunkeswell, Honiton, EX14 4QH 
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fun for children of all ages. A 
Plant stall, which groaned under 
the weight of poinsettias and oth-
er festive plants. A Cake stall, 
which groaned under the weight 
of the most appetising cakes and 
other edibles. And a Grand Raffle, 
set out on a table which just 
groaned — a vast range of prizes 
donated by some very generous 
people.  

Generosity was the theme of the 
day. Our visitors contributed for-
tunes to the cause. Our helpers 
contributed enormously to the 
enjoyment of the day. We are so 
grateful to both visitors and help-
ers alike, for the total raised was 
£376.50, which makes the total 
raised for Church funds this year 
over £5000. And that, I am fairly 
sure, is the largest sum we have 
raised in any year since Noah was 
a lad.  

Our thanks go to all who braved 
the elements and supported us so 
well. Next year we hope to do 
even better. Watch this space — 
and may God go with you in 
2008.  
David R Dobinson 
Churchstanton 601256 

Marti Spencer M.I.P.T.I. 
 

Holistic Health 
Therapist 

20 years experience 
 

AROMATHERAPY 
STRESS CONTROL 

NUTRITIONAL ADVICE 
 

Buckland St. Mary 
Tel: 01460 234 614 

 

Pure essential oils are 
extracted from various parts 
of flowers, herbs and resins 

and have properties that help 
enhance physical and mental 
wellbeing, activate the body’s 
natural healing process and 

strengthen the immune 
system. 

 

STRESS – Not all stress is  neg-
ative – it can be 

stimulating – but it is 
recognised that in excess it 

can cause:- 
INSOMNIA, FATIGUE, 

DEPRESSION, ANXIETY 
PANIC ATTACKS, MIGRAINES 

DIGESTIVE & 
CARDIOVASCULAR PROBLEMS 

 

A treatment can help relieve 
stress and promote deep 

relaxation 
 

AROMATHERAPY can safely be 
used in conjunction with most 

conventional medical 
treatments 
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Recipe of the Month 
Apple Brown Betty 

There has been a glut of cooking apples this year and, while looking 
through my scrapbook of recipes, I was reminded of a pudding 
which was a great favourite with my son.  Now that the children 
have fled the nest I must admit that puddings are a rarity, much to 
my husband’s disappointment.  In fact it would be true to say that, 
at home,  they are only produced for very special occasions.  My ex-
cuse is that they are not so good for the waistline, and we are told 
to cut down on our sugar intake for the benefit of health.  However 
this one is a real treat, simple to make and will use up any day old 
white bread and some of those apples. 
 
For 4 portions  oven 170° C 325° F, gas mark 3 
 
1lb/450g cooking apples 
6oz/174g white bread (no crusts) 
4oz/125g  butter 
1 level teaspoon cinnamon 
light soft brown sugar 
  
Butter a 2 pint, shallow ovenproof 
dish. 
Peel and core apples; place in a 
bowl of lightly salted water to pre-
vent browning.  Cut bread into 
half inch cubes.  
Place butter in a medium sized 
saucepan and melt over a low 
heat.  
Stir in cinnamon and 4 oz of sug-
ar.  
Add bread cubes and stir until 
melted butter and sugar are ab-
sorbed.  
Place one third of bread mixture 
in base of dish.  Slice apples, 
place on top and sprinkle over 1 
rounded tablespoon of sugar.  
Cover with remaining bread mix-
ture.  
Place on baking sheet in centre of oven for 1½ hours.  Serve with 
hot custard or cream. 
        Penny Gale  

  

Applications For Planning 

Scale Drawings 
 

Personal and Professional                 
Service 

 

Call Katy on: 01823 601359 

 
 

e-mail:  
kjpartridge@btinternet.com 
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YARTY GARDENING CLUB 

A letter from SURE was read, thanking the 
Club for the donation given from the pro-
ceeds of the Open Gardens and Plant Sale.   
It was confirmed by the Flower Show Com-
mittee that a similar letter had been re-
ceived. 

Members were asked if they would be prepared to grow plants for 
our Annual Plant Sale next year if the Club provided the seeds free 
of charge and several people agreed to do so. 

The Chairman then reminded everybody that at the AGM in January 
we need to appoint extra members for the Committee, especially the 
post of Secretary. 

Prior to his talk Nigel Palfrey brought in many boxes containing 
stone and wood, photographs and small plastic containers, which 
completely covered five large tables.   He has spent part of his life 
as a landscape gardener and the photos were a testament to this, 
but now semi-retired he is able to spend more of his time exploring 
the countryside and continue with his hobby finding interesting 
specimens, mostly of stone or wood. 

HEMYOCK VETERINARY SURGERY 
 

29A STATION ROAD, HEMYOCK (Just below the Spar) 
 

A mixed practice, providing friendly advice and service to all sectors 
of the community, from hammy hamsters to prize dairy herds. 

 
We are here to help. 

 
SURGERY TIMES 

 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 4.00 PM - 6.00 PM 

TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY 10.00 AM - 10.30 AM 
AND 4.00- 6.00 PM 

 
For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, 

please call (01404) 42750 or (01823) 681067 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
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He produced some Dorset flint with mud and seaweed in it and 
some blue lias which contained a fossil, quartz from the Quantocks 
and a piece of early Roman stone with droppings from a Red Ruby 
cow! 

Next he showed us a lovely piece of oak, naturally sculptured, which 
all of us would have loved to own and a portion of elm, 2000 years 
old, which was brought down in the 1987 storm.   Honey fungus had 
attacked another tree and produced a girdle of roots going round it. 

The contents of the plastic boxes then became apparent when Nigel 
produced nuts and other items that had been placed in a dry stone 
wall by mice, a mouse nest found in a cherry tree stump and part of 
a Roman mosaic, to name but a few. 

Some of his other interests have included hedge laying and dry 
stone walling and concerning the latter he gave us a few tips.   One 
should have even pieces of stone, slightly narrower at the top, mak-
ing the wall concave, originally so that the wheels of carts would not 
get caught, and finally a good bonding on the top.   He explained 
that gravity is what destroys a wall and a full moon in late summer 
makes cracks in a wall larger, because the earth has moved.   No 
comment! 

The AGM at 7.30pm on 17th January 2008 will be held at Buckland 
St. Mary when we will also have some entertainment. 

We trust everybody has enjoyed Christmas and wish you all a Very 
Happy New Year. 

Jean Watkis 
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DOWN MEMORY LANE 
25 YEARS AGO 

 
BUCKLAND SCHOOL CHILDREN, after re-
hearsing in the Church for 2 days, produced an 
outstanding Nativity sequence this year. It was 
most unusual, alternating between a modern 
family and the traditional Christmas story. It 

all culminated in (to me) the most moving part of the play - the 
moment when the centuries met, and the present day boy and girl 
rushed in to see the new Baby, followed more slowly by their 
parents, and were confronted by the Mother and Child. Although I 
could only see their backs, there was real meaning as they dropped 
to their knees and the boy dragged off his cap - whilst the wonder-
ment in the voice saying "ooh - Michael" as the mother grabbed her 
husband's arm must have gladdened Mr. Fletcher's heart. Congratu-
lations, everybody. 
THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION. 
Will you make a New Year Resolution? Join the British Legion! 
Our little Branch desperately needs NEW members -and, please 
note - men and women who have NOT served in H. M, Forces, but 
are in sympathy with the Legion's aims, may become Associate 
Members. Subscription, £1.00 p.a. 
The BUCKLAND ST. MARY Branch is also supposed to cover BISHOPS-
WOOD, OTTERFORD, AND COMBE ST NICHOLAS - so will you please make this ap-
peal for Membership known? We are part of the Midelney Group, 
and we feel certain that there must be more ex-Service folk 
about than our present 12! The 1982 Official Handbook makes 
very interesting reading and it is amazing what is being 
achieved to help - amongst others the Permanently incapacitat-
ed and their families. Sterling work is also done to obtain 
pensions, etc. 
Please contact our CHAIRMAN - Mr. George Whitefield of Holmes Farm, 
Buckland St. Mary 260 or our SECRETARY - Mr. J. Hind of Old Common, 
Buckland St. Mary 288. 

ALL Passengers of the CBO Bus wish to thank 
the management committee and drivers for 
this excellent service and to wish them all a 

very happy and successful new year. 
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CHURCHINFORD STORES 
& POST OFFICE 

 

Martin & Fay Newman – Tel/Fax: 01823 601220 
 

Newspapers   Magazines    bread & cakes   Confectionary   Greetings Cards 
Off Licence Provisions   Black & White & Colour Photocopy &  Fax  

Receive/Transmit Services 
 

‘SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOP’ 

 

Mark Farmer 
for 

LOCAL PURPOSE-MADE 
HIGH QUALITY 

JOINERY 
 

…..Windows, doors 
 fitted wardrobes etc. 

 

Ullcombe Joinery 
Telephone: 01404 861421 

After 6.00p.m. 
 

when you can’t buy it  
“off the shelf” 

 

Listed properties a speciality 
 

ULLCOMBE JOINERY 

W.H. BERRY & SON 
BROOKFIELD, COX’S HILL, CHURCHSTANTON, TAUNTON, TA3 7RL 

Telephone/Fax: Churchstanton (01823) 601386 
Independent Family Funeral Directors for three generations, 

Being established by James Berry in 1906. 
We offer a 24 hour personal and caring service. 

Visits to your home to make arrangements as always. 
The only Funeral Director based in the Blackdown Benefice. 
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BUCKLAND ST MARY PARISH  
COUNCIL NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2008 

At the start of the meeting, PCSO Richard 
Oaten stressed the importance of reporting 
any strange vehicles that you may see 
parked up in the lanes because of the suspi-
cion of distraction burglaries. 

 
There were no planning applications for the Council to discuss how-
ever; permission was granted with conditions for the change of use 
from garage/workroom to holiday let extension to existing garage 
and new access to Blackwater Lane for vehicles using the proposed 
let at Castle Cross, Blackwater. 
 
The main item under consideration was the setting of the Budget for 
2008/2009.  In order to set the precept in January the Council has 
had to include the unexpected expense of carrying out urgent re-
pairs to the Fountain which the Council is legally obliged to do. In 
order to have the funds in place, we have had to precept the one/off 
sum of £5,000 to pay for these repairs with a further £5,500 to run 
the parish including more unexpected expense at the allotments.  
Funding will be sought from outside sources but in the event of not 
being successful, this money has to be in place.  Should we succeed 
in obtaining any funding, this will be taken into consideration at the 
next budget setting meeting in 
November 2008 and the precept 
reduced accordingly. 
 
You may remember from previous 
reports that South Somerset Dis-
trict Council would assist with the 
planting of over 15,000 native 
broadleaf trees and shrubs in the 
District over a three year period.  
To that end, the Council is plan-
ning to plant some trees at vari-
ous sites throughout the parish 
with advice on species, costings, 
etc. being obtained from our Tree 
Warden. 
 
The next Ordinary Meeting of the 
Parish Council is on Thursday 3 
January 2008 starting at 8pm 
prompt in the Village Hall.  These 
meetings are open to the public 
and time is set aside before the 
start of the meeting to allow 
members of the public to ask 

Digital TV and Satellite 
Specialists 

 

Aerial and Satellite systems 
installed and upgraded. 

Freeview, Sky Digital, Sky TV. 
TV, FM, DAB, Digital, Terrestrial. 

Multipoint viewing. 
 

Free quotation and installation 
advice. 

01823 680190 
07766 522336 
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questions, make comments, etc.  Any comments on planning appli-
cations can be made when that item is to be considered. 
 
Finally, it just leaves all of us to wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!                             Gill Horner - Parish Clerk 

 
 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS AND 
ESTATE AGENTS  

Specialising in country and equestrian properties 

If you are thinking of selling and are seeking 
 

Personal service – over 30 years’ experience 
Access to the best buyers worldwide 

with the help of our London office and the internet 
  

you should consult 

PETER RADICE FRICS 
at his Taunton Office on 01823 282890 at 14 The Bridge, Taunton 

or at his home at Churchstanton on 01823 601108 
website: www.peterradice.co.uk   London Office:  17 Hill Street, Mayfair 

OTTERFORD PARISH HALL 
Once again can I say thank you to all the people in the Parish and 
outside who gave so generously towards prizes for our Christmas 
Whist Drive.  It makes so much difference towards the upkeep of 
the Hall. 
Also my thanks to our hard working Committee members who give 
up so much of their time collecting around the Parish and working 
for the Hall all through the years. 
I hope you have had a good Christmas, and wish you a Happy and 
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BISHOPSWOOD CHAPEL BLOG 
At this time of the year it is customary to wish one 
another a “Happy new year”, but of course none of 
us knows what the new year has in store.  For some 
of us, 2007 was paved with problems and trials – 
maybe you lost a loved one or were diagnosed with a serious illness 
or trouble came into your life in another guise.  Some are heavy-
hearted and will be glad to see the back of 2007!  The new year of-
fers a range of possibilities – a new home, a new job, a new hobby, 
a new baby, a new start, a new hope. 
 

In the Bible, when the Israelite leader, Joshua, was filled with ap-
prehension as he was about to lead the people into a new land, God 
gave him reassurance, encouragement and a new focus. 
 

“Be strong and courageous….do not be terrified, do not be discour-
aged, for….I will be with you wherever you go.” 
 

 
 
 
 

Lower Colley Farm, Livery 
Yard 

Friendly, family run yard with owners living on site. 
Outdoor school, all year turnout, secure, well lit yard. 

Part or Full liveries, Schooling or Breaking. 
Does your horse need a holiday? 

 

Contact Carey for details. 
Mobile 07977 545470   Home 01460 234026 

E-mail careycollett@btinternet.com 
Lower Colley Farm, Buckland St Mary, Chard, 

TA20 3QD 

Healthy New Year. 
Thanks again, 
Cliff Wright 
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God was effectively saying – if 
you look for me and trust me, I’ll 
be there for you – to help and 
provide for you, to comfort and 
strengthen you, to guide and 
love you.  And guess what?  He’s 
there for us too! 
 

 “For I, the Lord, do not change.” 
 

Do you need a new start, new 
purpose, new hope?  Well, God 
offers all these through His Son, 
Jesus, who once said – 
 

“I am making everything new.” 
 

If you are struggling with regret, 
disappointment or sorrow, then 
Jesus says to you – 
 

“Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest.” 
 

Why not talk to Him – 
you’ll be amazed at all 
the newness! 
 
So what’s new at the 
Chapel? Well, for a start, there 
are new services.  Every Sunday 
morning from now on, there will 
be FAMILY WORSHIP from 
10.30am until 11.15 am, fol-
lowed by refreshments. It is de-
signed for young and old, con-
temporary in style, relevant and 
thought-provoking, often using 
multi-media  Our more reflective 
COMMUNION SERVICE has 
been moved to Sunday evening 
and combines with Bible teaching 
from 6.30 pm until 7.30 pm.  
Our ever-popular TEA SERVICE is 
on the final Sunday of the 
month, starting with tea at 5 pm, 
followed by an informal service 
led by a guest speaker from 6 
pm until 7 pm.  Whichever ser-
vice suits you – we give you a 
guaranteed warm welcome! 

 

MARK STAPLE 
 

CARPENTRY 
 

Professional 
Kitchen Fi er 

 

Supply and fit or fit only 
 

All aspects of carpentry 
and 

home improvement work 
undertaken 

 

Tel: 01823 413663 
Mob: 07798 830365 
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What else is new? Well, the children’s FROG CLUB re-
commences on Tuesday 8th January between 6 pm and 7 
pm.  All children between the ages of 5 and 11 are wel-
come to attend and everything is free! 
 

Kath’s level 2 FRENCH CLASS also re-commences on Tues-
day 8th January between 10 am and 11 am. 
 

The LIFE COURSE also re-commences this month (Phone 
01460 234748 for further details) 
 

As always, there is plenty going on at the Chapel.  Why not drop in 
and see for yourself? 
 

A “Happy new year” to you all! 
 
Brian and Kath 
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BUCKLAND ST. MARY 
PRE SCHOOL AND TODDLERS  

During the lead up to Christmas the 
pre-school children transformed old 
shoe boxes into stables and then spent 
several sessions making beautiful na-
tivity scenes inside them. They also 
helped to make a fabulous roof top 
scene with numbered roof tiles and 
lots of colourful reindeer pulling the 
sleigh. Masses of activities using paint, 

glitter, natural objects, hand, and even footprints resulted in decora-
tions for every possible corner of the pre-school (and hopefully the 
children’s homes!) The term ends with the Christmas party. 
The toddlers have also been busy with somewhat less messy activi-
ties (the village hall committee with be relieved to hear!!), and have 
decorated paper trees, coloured some Christmas stencils and made 
cards for their families.  
Finally, on Saturday, 8th December we held our Christmas Fair, and 
took about £450, so many, many thanks to all of you who came 
supported this event. We would also like to thank Father Christmas 
(surely he reads the CBO news?!) for giving up an afternoon so 

 

A.C. POTTER 
 

GENERAL 
BUILDING 

 

HOUSEHOLD 
MAINTENANCE 

 
Telephone: 01823 601405 

 
Mobile: 07970 840173 
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close to the big night. Happy New Year to all CBO readers.  
Melanie Tuffill 

GRAHAM’S  

GARDENING SERVICES 
 hedge cutting - mowing - strimming 

and general garden maintenance 
sheds and fences painted 

competitive rates 
call:  

01460 57531 evenings (after 8pm) 
or  

07941 196989/07904 178325 anytime. 

 

     TEL: 01460 62140 (EVENINGS) OR MOBILE: 07887 572908  

    W INDOW S AND DOORS MADE & FITTED 
KITCHENS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
TIMBER & LAMINATE FLOORS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
W ARDROBES BUILT & FITTED 
ALTERATIONS/REPAIRS “NO JOB TOO SMALL” 
LISTED BUILDING JOINERY W ORK 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY by LANCE WALLIS  

 
FREE ESTIMATES  

&  
ADVICE 

ALL Passengers of the CBO Bus wish to thank 
the management committee and drivers for 
this excellent service and to wish them all a 

very happy and successful new year. 
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RAINFALL REPORT 
BUCKLAND ST MARY REPORTING STATION 



 

 

 A roundup of events and adverts 

of what’s on locally in JANUARY 

i 

Please note 
Our Diary Dates etc. are only as good as the information you supply. Informing us after the event that we have got the 
date or venue wrong when the information supplied to us is inaccurate, is no good.  Please remember that if you give 
us advance notification and subsequently, detailed changes occur for some reason, unless we have been informed the 
details published here will be incorrect.  Please let us know so that we can hopefully rescue the situation. 

Weekly & Monthly Event Round Up 
Please double check the time and venue with the organisers 

SUNDAY 
Blackdown Hills Petanque Club              Peter Kirk                      11.00am—1.00pm 
                                                    01823 601491               Churchinford Cricket Ground 
MONDAY 
Buckland Pre School 
(Mon/Tues/Wed/Thurs/Fri) 

Pre School 
01460 234303 

9.00 – 12 noon  Classroom in grounds of Buckland St 
Mary Primary School 

Churchinford Pre School 
(Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs and Fri.) 

Kate Burns 
07815 440757 

9.00am – 3.00pm   Various sessions.  Phone Kate for 
details.  Churchinford Pre School Building 

Soft Tennis and Table Tennis. 
Badminton 

Cindy Beaumont 
01460 234351 

5.30 - 7.30pm (soft tennis , table tennis) 
7.30 - 10pm Badminton  - Otterford parish hall 

Brownies Sandie Potts  
01460 234514 

6.00 pm - 7.45 pm   Buckland St Mary village hall 

Steel Band Jane Garlick 
01460 234221 

Kids 6.00 – 7.15pm,  Adults 7.30 – 9.00pm 
Churchinford Cricket Club Pavilion 

Guides Elaine Jennings 
01460 221797 

6.45pm - 8.15 pm.  Buckland St Mary village hall 

Christian Discussion Group Claire Bleloch 
01823 601117 

7.30 pm 
“Southdown”  Churchinford 

TUESDAY 
Bishopswood Chapel Frog Club 
(5 – 11 years) 

Kath Chaplain 
01460 234748 

6.00 – 7.00pm Chapel.  Bishopswood 

Line Dancing £2 per session. 
01460 234200 

7.00 - 8.30pm  Buckland St Mary village hall 

Barn Dancing Elizabeth Badman 
01823 601264 

7.30 – 9.00pm  Churchinford village hall 

WEDNESDAY 
Fitness for Fun Heather 

01823 601282 
9.30 -10.30 Otterford Parish Hall 

Golden Age Club 2nd and 4th Weds 
of month 

2.30pm  Churchinford village hall 

Short Mat Bowling Kate Albon 
01460 234035 

7.30pm  Otterford parish hall 

Freestyle Fitness Yoga Alison Roberts 
01823 423122 

6.30 - 7.30pm Churchinford Cricket Club Pavilion 

Short Mat Bowling Eric Bussell 
01823 335803 

7.30pm  Buckland St Mary village hall 

Blackdown Hills Garden Club third 
Wednesday of each month 

Pam Tutcher 
01823 601304 

7.30pm Churchinford Village Hall 
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THURSDAY     
Buckland Toddlers Melanie Tuffill 

01460 234325. 
9.30 am – 12.00 noon  Otterford parish hall 

Afternoon Tea Dance 2nd Thursday of 
month 

2 - 4.30pm  Otterford parish hall 
Re-commencing September 2007 

Afternoon Whist Drive 3rd Thursday of 
month 

2.30pm  Otterford parish hall 
Re-commencing September 2007 

Yarty Garden Club (every third 
Thursday in Month) 

Mary Gusterson 
01460 234737 

7.30pm Alternate month at Buckland St Mary  village 
hall and Otterford Parish hall 

Steel Band Jane Garlick 
01460 234221 

Adults 7.30 – 9.00pm Churchinford Cricket Club Pavil-
ion 

Scouts Ken Parsons 
01460 234434 

7 - 8.30pm Griggs Farm, Otterford 

Samba Band Jane Garlick 
01460 234221 

7 – 9.30pm Churchinford Cricket Club Pavilion 

Bridge Club John Gale 
01823 601577 

7.00 –10.00pm Otterford parish hall 

FRIDAY  

 

Parish Diaries 
 
Churchstanton Diary Dates for JANUARY 
(Events at Churchinford & District village hall unless otherwise stated) 
 
Tuesday 8 Barn Dancing resumes after Christmas break.  
Wednesday 9 Churchstanton Parish Council Meeting. 7.30pm 
Wednesday 9 Golden Age Club.  Air ambulance talk. Sir Bernie Knights 
Thursday 10 Smeatharpe WI, Smeatharpe Village Hall, 7.30pm. Talk, Mr. Graham Salmon - 
 The Flowers of Turkey. Competition, A pretty flower photograph. 
FRIDAY 11 CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF COPY FOR CBO NEWS -12 NOON. 
Wednesday 23 Golden Age Club. World War 2 Music, Memories and Myths. 
 
Buckland St Mary Diary Dates for JANUARY 
(Events at Buckland St Mary village hall unless otherwise stated) 
 
Thursday 3 Parish Council Meeting. 8pm 
Saturday, 5 Blackdown Hills Hedge Assn. Hedgelaying Course -  Meet at           
 Yarcombe Village Hall Car Park 9.30am. Please contact Mr George 
 Pidgeon on 01404-881634 in advance to register. 
FRIDAY 11 CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF COPY FOR CBO NEWS -12NOON. 
Monday 14 Brownies & Guides resumes after Christmas break. 
Thursday 17 Afternoon Whist Drive and Bring & Buy  2.30pm 
Thursday 17 Yarty Gardening Club AGM in BSM Village Hall, 7.30pm 
Thursday 31 Buckland St. Mary Parish Council, village of the year 2008 competition, 
 information evening. BSM Village Hall, 7.30pm. Open to all interested 
 Parties 
 
Otterford Diary Dates for JANUARY 
(Events at Otterford Parish hall unless otherwise stated)  
 
Thursday 3 Otterford Ladies Meeting - 7.30pm  - “Circle Dancing”. 
Fridays 4 Snowball Whistdrive at 7.45pm 
Tuesday 8 Otterford Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 
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Tuesday 8 Frog Club resumes 6.00 - 7.00pm, Bishopswood Chapel 
Tuesday 8 Kath's Level 2 French Class, 10am - 11am Bishopswood Chapel 
Thursday 10   Afternoon Tea Dance.  Music by Ron Holt.  2.00 - 4.30pm 
Thursday 10 Bishopswood Ladies Skittles Team Annual Dinner. George Inn, 
 Donyatt, 7.30pm for 8pm 
FRIDAY 11 CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF COPY FOR CBO NEWS - 12 NOON. 
Thursday 17 Yarty Gardening Club AGM in BSM Village Hall, 7.30pm 
Friday 18 Snowball whist drive at 7.45pm 
 

And later this year: 
Sunday, 24 February Blackdown Hills Hedge Assn. craft day at Buckland St. Mary village 
hall. 10am - 5pm. How to make splint baskets and hedgerow chairs. 
 

Saturday, 8 March, Blackdown Hills Hedge Assn. Hedge Event at Lower Shelvin Farm,     
Luppitt. GR 163 040. from 9am. 
 
 

Advance notice  
On the weekend of the 28th June 2008 we will be holding our 
second scarecrow safari. 

 
Do you remember last year’s event? 
Well now we’ve all seen what can be 
achieved, next year’s promises to be 
even bigger and better and there’s a 
rumour the sun might even shine! In 
particular we would love to see many 
more entries from Otterford, Bishops-
wood, Buckland St Mary and the sur-
rounding areas. 
 

We think it will be a lot of fun for children and adults alike so 
get planning and watch this space for more details. 
 
Happy scarecrowing in 2008! 
 
Churchstanton Church Fundraising committee 
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NB. Please book early for these outings since sometimes a discount is      
available for party bookings, but this cannot be done at the last minute. 
 

All departure times are from Churchinford Village Hall.  Departures from        
Otterford Village Hall will be 10 minutes later and from Buckland St Mary     
Village Hall a further 10 minutes later. 
 

Children 12 years old and under may travel at half price when accompanied 
by  a full fare paying adult. 

OUTINGS & 
theatre trips 

CBO COMMUNITY BUS       
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Craft Fair at Westpoint Exeter. 
Paper & Card/ Stitch & Thread for Crafters Saturday, 12 January. 
Bus fare £6 .Admission advance - Adults £5 concessions £4      
Children under 15 free with adult. 
Mama Mia. 
Bristol Hippodrome.  Sat. 26 January 
 Depart 10am.  Performance 2.30pm  Bus fare £10 return 
Avocets on the Exe Estuary 
Mini cruise from Topsham Saturday 9 February to see the         Av-
ocets and other birds. RSPB Guide will be on board. 
 Depart 12.30pm Boat departs 2pm Bus fare £6 return 
 Boat fare £6 Book early 
Holiday on Ice. 
Westpoint, Exeter Wed. 20 February  Bus fare £6 return 
 Matinee 1pm Tickets £12 - £27 Concessions £12 - £23 
 Depart. 11.30am 
Nutcracker Ballet. 
 Bristol Hippodrome, Saturday 23 February. 
 Depart 12.30pm Matinee 2.30pm Bus fare £10 return 
Snowdrop Valley, Exmoor. 
Probably mid to end of February.  The Wheddon Cross organisers 
did not have a timetable available at the time of going to print, so 
please watch this space for further details. 
Half a Sixpence – musical – with Gary Wilmot 
 Saturday 8 March  Bristol Hippodrome  Matinee 2.30pm   
 Tickets Adults £10.00 - £29.50 (Concessions available) 
 Bus fare £10.00 return   Bus departs 12.30pm 
The Magic Flute, Welsh National Opera 
 Friday 11 April Bristol Hippodrome evening performance 
7.15 
 Tickets £8.00 - £44.50 (concessions available) 
 Bus fare £10.00 return  Bus departs 5.15 pm 

 

Please note our new number to call for CBO Bus bookings is 
07762813967 

if you wish to book a place on any of the above outings. 
There is an answerphone should no one be available to take 
your call in person, please leave your name and a contact 
telephone number and we will return your call. 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR CBO 

CONTRIBUTORS 
You will have read elsewhere in this magazine of changes 
that are taking place to the production and subscription col-
lections. With immediate effect all contributions for publica-
tion must be passed to the following collators on or before 
the date shown on the inside of the front cover.  
Thanks in anticipation of your co-operation in this matter. 
 

CHURCHSTANTON & STAPLEY 
Colvin Parry:   
Pear Tree Cottage, Stapley, Taunton TA3 7QB 
E-mail: colvin@cbonews.org.uk  Tel/Fax: 01823 
601224 
 

BUCKLAND St. MARY 
Hilary Cumming:   
Higher Beetham Farm, Whitestaunton, Chard TA20 3PZ 
E-mail: hilary@cbonews.org.uk 
Tel: 01460 234460   Fax: 01460 234450 
 

OTTERFORD 
Rosemary Ward - Smith:   
The Old Forge, Birchwood, Buckland St. Mary, Chard, TA20 
3QQ      
rosy@cbonews.org.uk   Tel. 01460 234668 
 

CHURCHINFORD 
Sally Milnes: 
Ford Barton, Moor Lane, Churchinford, Taunton, TA3 7RE 
sally@cbonews.org.uk   Tel. 01823 602882 
 

All advertisements whether commercial or for local fundrais-
ing or charitable purposes must be passed to Gary Smith on 
or   before the date shown on Page 1 together with the fee 
and full details of the advert.. Booking form on last page of 
Pink Pages 



 

 

REMINDER TO ALL OUR VALUED 

SUBSCRIBERS 
Once again it is time to renew subscriptions to 
CBO NEWS. 
We hope you have found the magazine useful in 
all sorts of ways; so much so that you will wish 
to renew your subscription again for next year. 
As you may have read in the Editorial, our     
publishing costs have increased and so        
regrettably we are forced to increase the price of 
the magazine.  
With effect from January, the new price will be 
£7 for 12 copies, an annual saving of £1.40 on 
the cover price and delivery included. 
If you wish to renew as we hope you will, please 
ensure your subscription reaches one of the     
following as soon as possible. 
If you live in the Churchstanton Parish, 
please  ensure your subscription reaches either 
your distributor or Mrs. Lynda Knowles, Ford 
Farm  Cottage, Church Road, Churchinford,  
Taunton, TA3 7RA. 
If you live in either Buckland St. Mary or       
Bishopswood, please pay your distributor or 
Mrs. Penny Gale, Lower Fyfett Barn, Otterford, 
Taunton TA20 3QP. 
Cheques should be made payable to CBO 
NEWS.  
We do not recommend that you send cash 
through the post. Thank you 
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IF YOU WISH TO ADVERTISE IN THE CBO News Pink Pages, 
please complete below and attach to it:  

1. The advertisement on a separate sheet, cd or floppy disk. Please make sure the details 
of your advert are clear and if handwritten, legible. Misspelling is not such a problem, 
our computer has a spellchecker and if all else fails we have a dictionary. Looking up a 
word is tricky though when we can’t read the word to start with! 

2. check the details to make sure nothing is missing, eg time, date, venue, function etc. 
2a. Recheck the details to make sure nothing is missing, eg time, date, venue, function etc. 
3. The lolly, dosh, spondulex, cash, call it what you will. We call it a fee.  (CHEQUES    

PAYABLE TO: CBO News please) This is vital to keep the magazine buoyant and if it        
accompanies the advert it saves Gary money and time having to chase you for it later. 

4. Now get it to the ADVERTISING MANAGERS by post, E-mail, or personal delivery by 
the       appropriate deadline date which is shown at the foot of the editorial page each 
month. 

4a. Now get it to the ADVERTISING MANAGERS by post, E-mail, or personal delivery by 
the        appropriate deadline date which is shown at the foot of the editorial page each month. 
3.  The Advertising Managers are Gary & Lynda Smith, 4, Woodcroft Meadows,              

Bishopswood, Chard, TA20 3HA. Tel. 01460 234603 or 
 E-mail: garysmith@cbonews.freeserve.co.uk 
 

Name of individual, group, club or organisation for whom the advertisement is being  submitted: 

___________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of person submitting the advertisement: _______________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________ 
 
     __________________________________ 
 
     __________________________________ 
       Post Code __________________ 
 
Contact telephone number (please include area code):__________________________ 
 

Size of advertisement required: tick box as appropriate 

 1/2 x A5 - (124mm wide x 91mm tall) @ £4.00 per month  
 

 Full A5  -  (124mm wide x 185mm tall) @ £8.00 per month  
 

Which month do you want the advertisement to start: _____________________ 
 
For how many months do you wish this advert to appear: __________ 
 

If you are producing your own advertisement it may be freehand or if computer generated it 
must be in Microsoft WORD or PUBLISHER and forwarded to the Advertising Managers on CD, 
Floppy Disk or by Email. Remember simplicity is the key, too much information is as bad as not 
enough. Avoid using too much clip art.  Thank you. 

viii 
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      RUTH & NICK STRANGE 

Telephone: 01823 601565 
Email: beechhayes@aol.com 

HOME OF THE BLACKDOWN BANGER. 
GLOUCESTER OLD SPOT PORK. 

NATIVE BREED GRASS FED BEEF. 
HOME BRED, GRASS FED LAMB & MUTTON. 

FREE RANGE HEN, DUCK & GOOSE EGGS. 
CHRISTMAS POULTRY IN SEASON. 

See us in Churchinford Village Market on the first Saturday 
in every month & Churchinford ‘Square’ on all other 

Saturday mornings. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  
Buckland St. Mary 

We have been asked to pass on the following mes-
sage by the police:  
  
There have been a number of thefts of heating oil 
from domestic tanks throughout the Chard-

Crewkerne-Somerton and Wincanton policing areas. Please ask your 
members to review their security 
to oil tanks and to report any sus-
picious activity immediately to the 
Police… 
If you have information about any 
crime, phone the police on 0845 
456 7000 or you can call anony-
mously to CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 
555 111. 

 
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 

FEBRUARY CBO 
NEWS SHOULD BE 

WITH YOUR PARISH 
COLLECTORS 

NO LATER THAN  
NOON, 11 JANUARY 

PLEASE. 
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View from the Chair 
Churchinford Preschool 

and Daycare 
 

For all that this is an excellent 
time to look forward to a New 
Year full of possibilities, I can’t 
help but reflect on the year that 
has passed.   
There was much to do, but so, so 
many people gave their time, 
skill and enthusiasm. From our 
wonderful Staff, to Parents, 
Grannies and Grandpas, local 
businesses and organisations, 
and members of our wider com-
munity, who cooked, baked, 
made endless phone calls, de-
signed our prospectus, built our 
website, supplied posters, paper 
and pots, took up paintbrushes 
and spades, strimmers, mowers 
and mops, harangued utility ser-
vices, or simply turned up to 
help, (Kelly that means you). 
Thank you, thank you all so 
much. What a difference we all 
made, and isn’t it cool to live in 
Churchinford?   
Happy New Year! 
Selena Mitford 

FLEXI-STORE 
 

Secure Containers &  
Free Standing Storage 
Household-Business-

Leisure 
 

01460 234309 
Situated at 

Buckland St. Mary 
“Simply Massage” 

with  
Trudi Farmer I.T.E.C. 

Aromatherapist 
 

Stiff neck? 
Aching shoulders? 
Headaches? 
Back pain? 
Anxiety and stress? 

 

Massage relieves tired,    
aching muscles,  releases 

tension and gives a profound 
sense of well-being. 

 

TEL: 01404 861421 
for an appointment   
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W o H oilt n use 
TAUNTON 

Retirement Home for the Active Elderly 
 

Homely, sociable atmosphere 
Resident staff 

All rooms en-suite 
Telephone and TV points in each room 

Comfortable lounges, dining and TV room 

Adjacent to Vivary Park and close to town centre 
 

Wilton House, Upper High Street, Taunton TA1 3PX 
Telephone: 01823 254339 or 01823 275950 
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HEATHFIELD 
GARDEN 

CONTRACTORS 
 

General & Heavy Garden 
Work 

Garden Clearance & all 
Groundworks 

Garden Landscaping, 
Rockeries, Pools, Lawns,  
Patios, Drives & Pathways 

 

Post & Rail & Stock Fencing 
 

Mini Digger Hire 
 

JR HAWKER 
Tel.: 01823 680713 (Home) 

07989 549021 (Mobile) 

Free Quotations 

Reiki Healing 
Reiki is a gentle and supportive form of 
healing that boosts depleted energy 
stores and works on many levels (eg    
physical, mental, emotional). 
 
It is completely safe and complements all 
other froms of treatment. 
 
Reike can help to 
 

Reduce stress 
Accelerate the healing of  
 physical symptoms 
Relieve emotional pain 

For your gentle and calming session with 
an experienced and fully qualified Reiki      
Master/Teacher, or for more              
information, please feel free to call   
Alison on: 

01823 667758 or 07730 373319 

 

Technical takedowns 
Crown reductions/ crown lifting 
Pruning and dead wooding 
Tree planting 
Hedge trimming / hedge laying 
Emergency work / 24 hour callout 
NPTC qualified 
FOR SALE Woodchip Mulch 

For free quotations and professional advice 
Please contact Paul Durman: 

Tel: 01823 353302    Mob: 07815 146343 
Email: ashculmetreesurgeons@yahoo.co.uk 

Stephen D Sparks         Steven P Dodge 
Specialising in Extensions and 
Renovations 
Carpentry and Joinery 
Alterations and Conversions 
Roofing and Loft Conversions 
Replacement Windows and 
Conservatories 

     Free Estimates  
      All work guaranteed   

30yrs experience 
Middle Willand Farm 
Churchstanton 
TAUNTON 
Somerset TA3 7RL 
Tel: 01823 601219 
Mobile: 07778 743698/ 
              07786217911 
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Churchstanton Primary School 
Governors’ Annual General Report 

2006-2007 
2006-2007 has again been a very busy and successful year, with 
lots of hard work and commitment from staff, pupils, parents and 
governors!  Many things have happened and it is always interesting 
to review the past twelve months as it can be all too easy to forget 
events that have occurred. 

A certain member of staff retired at the end of the Summer Term, 
having just received her 25 years long service award from Somerset 
County Council earlier in the year.  Mrs Joan Griffith had a memora-
ble party held in the school hall and received countless well wishes 
from colleagues, parents and children for the future.  We were de-
lighted to appoint Mrs Karina Holt in Class 1 as her replacement 
having been very fortunate to receive a large number of high quality 
applicants for the teaching vacancy. 

During March we were visited by an Ofsted inspector for a one day 
Subject Inspection, looking at Education for Sustainable Develop-
ment.  After a very thorough and busy day the inspector was able to 
feed back his findings and we were delighted with the outcome of 
the report as all aspects were graded good or better. 

The school has again undergone several improvements in terms of 
building work and decoration.  A much needed shed was built in 
place of the old cycle store, which now houses most of the PE equip-
ment and allows more space in the hall.  The perimeter fencing 
around the forest was replaced and new gates put in at the side of 
the ICT suite.  A much needed street light is now outside the school, 
thanks to additional help from Ross Henley and the Parish Council.  
The cycle route from the village to the school will soon be posted 
with cycle route signs, after a competition at the school produced a 
winning picture by James Scholes. 

The Pratten Building has been extensively improved over the Sum-
mer Holidays, with new flooring, sinks and water heaters, lighting 
and a painting overhaul.  The lighting in the school hall was also re-
placed and now there is no more flickering.  The outside of the three 
classes were also decorated and Mrs Kinnear’s mobile is now an en-
vironmentally friendly shade of green! 
 

The school held another highly successful Health Week.  During this 
time we were visited by a Crew Manager from the Fire and Rescue 
Services and the Life Education Van.  The children also had a great 
time with a qualified chef cooking fish fingers and Dr Murray coming 
into Class 1 with his doctor’s bag.  Two very likeable teachers from 
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The Forest 
School kindly 
donated their 
time and the 
children took 
part in various 
activities such as 
cooking, neck-
lace making, 
wood instru-
ments and forest 
games.  The 
bread was very 
popular with all 
concerned, es-
pecially when 
hot and smeared 
with jam!  

Churchstanton Primary School received two awards last year; the 
Active Mark and the National Healthy School Status.  The National 
Healthy School Status was awarded for the quality of teaching and 
the emotional, physical and learning environment that the school 
provides.  Over the past 18 months, Churchstanton Primary School 
worked towards National Healthy School Status, and by achieving 
the award it now shows that the pupils can be assured of a high 
standard of provision in personal, social and health education; 
healthy eating; physical activity; and emotional health and well-
being.  Churchstanton was one of 18 out of 46 schools in the Tone 
Partnership that achieved the Active Mark award.  This was awarded 
because 90% or more of pupils across the school were doing 2 
hours of PE and Sport, the school held a sports day and bettered the 
national average for the range of sports we offered and finally we 
had a high percentage of pupils participating in sports clubs. 

The school became part of a national pilot scheme run by the School 
Food Trust.  Initially six School 
Council members and three adult 
volunteers went along to Chard 
Guildhall to a cooking day and re-
ceived some free gifts and many 
ideas.  Using that as an impetus, 
the Lets Get Cooking Club was 
formed, and with the aid of some 
dedicated parents they since have 
hosted smoothie stalls and a very 
popular after school club!  The 
school’s Eco-Club has also re-
mained active and gained the 

       CURTAINS 
  WITH CARE 

 

      Free estimates and advice 
 Pelmets, Swags and Tails, Tie Backs,  

Lampshades   
  Angela Perry - Tel: 01823 680373 
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bronze eco-schools award.  The 
School Council has become far 
more pro-active in the school 
with an ever increasing say in 
school matters. 

The school has again supported 
several charities including Jeans 
for Genes day, The Royal British 
Legion, Red Nose day, NCH and 
Barnardos.  Each class also en-
tered a scarecrow for the safari 
trail held in and around Church-
inford.   

The SATs results this year were 
again good and showed continued 
improvement!  Standards at the 
end of Key Stage 1 were signifi-
cantly above the national average 
and the value added measure of 
100.3 from Key Stage 1 to Key 
Stage 2 put us in the top 35% of 
schools nationally. 

Just to illustrate that the children 
receive an all round education at Churchstanton it is important to be 
reminded of the extra curricular activities they carry out.  There 
have been a variety of after school clubs run by volunteers over the 
year and they have all been very well attended.  In addition to these 
the school residential stay at Treyarnon Bay in September was ex-
cellent, with lovely views of the coast from the youth hostel and 
some great weather!  Class Three thought it was absolutely fantas-
tic!  The classes have also been on day trips to Babbacombe and the 
River Parret to support their topic work in the school.  

The school had its fair share of performances including the Christ-
mas Nativity, the Easter music concert, the Summer play extrava-
ganza, which this year was Zoom and the end of year garden party.  

One of the other highlights of the 
year was Class 3’s production of 
Michael Jackson’s Thriller at the 
Brewhouse Theatre.  Many people 
commented on just how good it 
was! 

Sport has been a major part of 
Churchstanton life with numerous 
opportunities for all children to get 
involved.  There was a multi-skills 

Phillip Wright 

01460 55703 
incl. evenings & weekends 

computers 

MONKEYPUZZLE 

Professionally qualified 
Computer repair &        

upgrade 
Virus removal &           

prevention 
Home tutoring 

Small business support 
Jargon-free explanations 

Extremely competitive rates - 
please call  

DRY LOGS FOR 
SALE 

Fergy Trailer Load £55 
Large Pick-up Load 

(ring for details) 
Telephone Merv Hodges 

Wellington 667758 
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club after school 
for Class 1, the 
Blackdowns Foot-
ball League, the 
highly competitive 
girls’ football tour-
nament at Castle 
School, the small 
schools’ netball 
league, Kwik 
Cricket, many 
various sport fes-
tivals which all 
culminated in the 
excellent sports 
day in June. 

It has been a busy 
year for the gov-
ernors too, but we 
still have many things we want to help the school achieve.  We have 
recruited two community governors and have two new parent gover-
nors.  We have spent time with the children, working with the 
School Council and Eco Club.  We have introduced a "Governors 
Award" which is presented to one of the pupils at the end of each 
term.  The award is available to pupils of all abilities and recipients 
will have consistently exhibited care and respect for others, worked 
hard and be recognised as a positive role model, showing that 
school can be a rewarding and enjoyable place to be. 

We gave a good send off for Joan as she heads for retirement.  She 
will have inspired countless numbers of children over the last 35 
years (and is still going!).  We had the pleasure of sifting through 
many excellent applications for our resulting teaching vacancy and 
are very pleased that Karina has joined the team and is making an 
impact in Class One and around the school. 

To assist with the delivery of global awareness we are opening chan-
nels with schools in other countries (France, South Africa and India).   
If members of the community have links with other countries, we 
would like to hear from you.  Over the coming months, the school 
will be involved with a pilot project to raise children's awareness of 
environment issues and the need to take action on climate change.  
Please watch out for and support any efforts the children make to 
'save the planet'.  In particular, if you have any feedback on the 
project (both encouragement and suggestions for improvement) we 
are committed to a dialogue with the project team. We are keen for 
the school to make full use of our glorious surroundings and will fully 
support the teachers who will be undertaking Forest School training, 

Female Helper 
Painting/Decorating/Spring Cleans 

From a single room to a whole house 
Let my helping hands help you. 

Call Maggie North on 01460 234 309 
(Answer phone or after 6pm) 
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the fruits of which will be included on the curriculum next year. 

We have been working with the governors and staff of Blagdon Hill 
School with the purpose of providing new opportunities for the chil-
dren of both schools that might not have been possible without 
working together.  We are at a decision point with respect to the fu-
ture of this collaboration and we will keep you fully informed.  Please 
accept my assurances that we will always tell you about things that 
affect the school - through some form of written communication or 
via a public meeting.  If you hear a rumour or some information 
about something that sounds important and you haven't heard from 
us then what you are hearing may have some threads of truth but 
the supposed impact may not.  Our governance is open but please 
respect that, on some items that come our way, we can often decide 
that there is no current, or sometimes just unknown, impact on the 
school and communication to the community on such subjects may 
not be necessary. 

I would like to thank everybody who has worked or helped out at 
the school over the last year.  Staff, parents, Friends, governors and 
other members of the community have all shown their support and 
that they obviously care a great deal about the school and the edu-
cation of the children.  Without this sense of community, things 
would be very difficult indeed.  In particular, all members of staff 
deserve recognition for their hard work and enthusiasm.  It's not 

easy working at a small school, 
particularly because there are so 
few people to take on the many 
roles and responsibilities that the 
school is required to fulfil.  Please 
take the time to thank them per-
sonally and encourage the chil-
dren to do so too! 

It is because of this hard work 
that governors received an en-
couraging report from our School 
Improvement Partner (a resource 
provided by the Local Authority to 
help build the school's capacity to 
improve the achievement of its 
pupils).  We feel an OFSTED in-
spection is inevitable later this ac-
ademic year and have confidence 
the staff and pupils will "do us 
proud". 
 Simon Mills David 
Bleloch  
 Head Teacher Chair of Governors  

Farm fresh  
 

Farm fresh eggs 
& table chicken 

delivered to your 
door 

 

The Egg Box 

The Egg Box 

Contact John on 
01460 234192 (evenings) 
or (Mobile) 07732 325911 
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Sandringham Conservatories 
With 

Quality Installations 

We are a local family specializing in the design and installation 
of : 
  Custom designed Conservatories (Hardwood/UPVC)  
  Made to measure blinds. 
  Replacement windows- fascias- gutters etc. 
  Eco log Cabins 
  Small Farm Buildings/ Stables etc. 
 

Phone: 
Philip Partridge:       07860 538688 
Jonathan Partridge: 07980 655312 
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OTTERHEAD LAKES 
 
A New Year and new awakenings at Otterhead 
Lakes; soon the Snowdrops will be pushing up. 
A lot is happening at Otterhead: the one re-
maining building, the Coach House,  has a new 
roof; the grass on the house terrace and some 

on the water meadow opposite has been mown, to encourage indig-
enous flora; the site is being monitored to see if there are any water 
voles, and their predators Mink.   
Otterhead Lakes are important as a local nature reserve and as a 
heritage site with the bones of the extensive Victorian garden.  
In addition to the Snowdrops for which the site is well known, there 
are naturalised Daffodils, Bluebells, Twayblade Orchids and Rhodo-
dendrons both ponticum and garden varieties from the formal gar-
dens. Birds recorded here include Mallard, Tufted Duck, Teal, Little 
Grebe, Swans, Yellow, Grey and Pied Wagtails, Dippers and King-
fishers. Several species of bat feed over the lakes in warmer weath-
er. Otters are now regular visitors after a long absence.   
The heritage features include the footprint of the original house, fea-
tures of the formal gardens around the house, the two leats and 
other water engineering, and the walled garden with the remains of 
the Peach House and Vinery. Laurel, Box and Rhododendrons sur-
vive from the Victorian plantings. 
Much work needs to be carried out to preserve features and enhance 
habitat; there is still so much to be discovered. Perhaps some of you 
have old photographs and certainly memories of the estate. 
The Otterhead Steering Group, and the new company managing part 
of the estate – The Otterhead Estate Trust Company Limited – are 
setting up a Friends of Otterhead group.  A series of guided walks 
are being planned for 2008, and our first event is a Snowdrop Walk 
on Sunday 10th February at 2pm, with an expert leading. There will 
also be hot drinks and cake at the Coach House.  
Put the date in your diary and do come along and join us, enjoy the 
snowdrops, find out what has already happened and what is planned 
for Otterhead, and hopefully join up as a Friend.  
More details and information about the Snowdrop walk in the Febru-
ary magazine.  
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Yarcombe & District Young Farmers Club 
 
May I start with thanking Charlotte for the excel-
lent reports she has written over the last year es-
pecially last month when I was enjoying my study 
tour of Canada, a fabulous trip I would have not 
been able to do if it wasn’t for the Young Farmers 
Club. I was hosted by three farming families during 

my 6 weeks and spent a week in Toronto for the 4H (the equivalent 
to YFC over there) conference where I got soaked at the famous Ni-
agara Falls and felt wobbly legs going up the CN Tower. 
 

Congratulations to Pam Rich (our secretary) on the birth of Benja-
min, he must be the youngest YFC member yet!! 
 

As usual YFC never stops and this month is no exception, Tanita 
Retter, Emily Banzyeska, Caroline Snell, Emma Barnes, Sophie 
Beecroft, Chloe Mingo, Heather Parris and Karen Tonkin, the girl’s 
netball team played against every other club in our group at Honiton 
sports centre and came a well deserved 3rd. 
 

Members went down to Crealy to 
undergo the “Crealy Challenge” 
where members are in teams of 4 
and are put through their paces in 
the indoor adventure centre 
equipment and are marked 
points. 
 
 

The Whist drive held at Yarcombe 
went fantastically with 18 tables 
enjoying the thrill of the cards.  
The odds were on that each table 
would win a draw prize as 21 
were donated by members of the 
club including turkeys, lots of 
lovely Christmas food and of 
course copies amounts of bottles 
for the Christmas season. Glug 
Glug! 16 prizes were presented 
for both men and women for the 
highest scores! Those masters 
being; Bill Pidgeon with 179 for 
being the highest lady and Joan 
Roberts playing as a man and 
achieving 172. Thank you to eve-
ryone who came along and 
played, we hope everyone enjoyed themselves. 
 

Finally, and on behalf of Yarcombe Young Farmers Club I would like 

 hedging, fencing and draining 
 pasture management (topping, 

spraying, liming, re-seeding, 
cutting etc.) 

 groundworks and drives; outside 
buildings 

We have the machinery and 
expertise to tackle most estate 
management problems; from five 
practical farmers based in the 
Blackdowns, who know. 

 

   Please ring for free quote. 
Tel: 01460 234472 

www.fivefarmers.co.uk 

Land management 
for non-farmers 

Five Farmers 
Countryside Management Ltd. 
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to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
Rachael Tucker 
Press Secretary 

Oddjobs 
General Household/ Building Repairs 

Plumbing – Heating – Electrical Repairs 
Eg Dripping Taps, Radiator Repairs/Replacement 

Defective Sockets, Power Shower Repairs/
Renewals 

 

Outside Maintenance, Gardening/Fencing. 
Many other tasks undertaken 

No Job Too Small 
Call Edward: Action Line 01460 234339 

No VAT charged on Labour Costs 
Public Liability Cover 

Diocese of Bath & Wells — School of Formation 
The following article comes from the Rev. Canon Brian Pearson, the 
Publicity Officer of the School of Formation of the Diocese of Bath 
and Wells. The School of Formation is a new project in the diocese 
to support Changing Lives. It is not a physical building, located in 
any one place. At its heart, it is a service across the diocese to bring 
together the Church’s educational resources. Historically, the church 
has always needed some kind of new learning when it has changed. 
From Bishop Cuthbert of Lindisfarne to the reforms of the 20th cen-
tury, each reformation has needed education. 
 

Now in the 21st century we again face change, and the School of 
Formation team is seeking to enable joined up learning and thinking 
as we seek to follow God. 
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It's called a school because it is 
primarily involved with education. 
It includes formation because it is 
seeking to enable people to be 
formed into the likeness of Christ, 
as St Paul encourages. 
 

In brief, its purpose is: 
 to enable people to discover 
life with, and in Jesus 
 to help build confidence in 
Christian communities 
to learn from and about God in a 
changing world. 
 
Strictly Come Learning 
 

I not only remember ‘Come 
Dancing’ before it became 
‘Strictly’, I even recall presenters 
who pre-date Terry Wogan – oh 
the memories of suave Peter West 
and (bless my grey, receding 
locks!) immaculate Peter Dim-

 

Blackdown 
Property maintenance 

 

Repairs to houses/sheds/guttering 
Patio laying/drain clearing 
Basic plumbing and electrics 

small building works 
Tiled and laminate flooring 

Stables (partitioning & maintenance) 
Field Shelters & poultry houses built 

Land/garden maintenance  
including fence repairs 

Also 
Plans etc. drawn up for 

consent/approval 
 

Ring/fax: David Lowe 
01823 601048 / 07855346843 
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Body, His Church. But our own formation will also shape to take our 
place within the local church, a place where we are to have a dis-
tinctive but complementary role. And there are others (like us and 
maybe not like us), from other churches (like ours and not like 
ours), on a similar journey of formation. 
 

A question, perhaps: “Is it really for me?” Well I hope so because it 

mock! 
 

Great though the present ‘reincarnation’ of this terpsichorean ex-
travaganza may be, one magical ingredient has not survived the 
years. Gone is that final great spectacle of the Formation Dance 
Teams strutting their stuff. With not a sequin or coat-tail out of 
place they would burst upon our 12" black and white screens. 
 

But wait – freeze that image, and turn (or even pirouette, if by now 
you feel so inclined) –  180 degrees and take your partners for a 
quite different experience of formation. No longer think of formation 
as a collective, regimented act but rather as an individualised shap-
ing of each church member. 
 
St Paul cautioned us not to be shaped or formed by the world’s ways 
but rather to become, to be formed into the members of Christ ‘s 
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is meant to be. The Diocese ‘s School of Formation exists to help 
each of us to mature in faith and to sharpen our spiritual senses. 
The natural outcome of which should be our making a more effective 
contribution within the life of our churches. 
 

I remember hearing an American bishop lay down a challenge. “My 

 

CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST 
 

STEPHEN WAPLINGTON, 
MSSCh, MBChA. HPC Registered 

 
 

EXPERT FOOTCARE IN YOUR OWN HOME 
AT NO EXTRA COST 

 

For friendly and professional treatment 
please call: 

 

01404 861328 

                         

great desire and hope”, he announced, “is to see every church a 
seminary”. He then urged his audience to take seriously the call to 
be disciples, to be life-long students, though not ones who merely 
absorb knowledge or understanding but who apply it and thereby 
make a real difference. 
 

A good theory, but how true is it for the parishes of Bath and Wells? 
Well you tell me! I’d love you to contact me at The Old Deanery or 
via brian@vividclouds.com so I can share with others your insights 
and your experience. 
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Taunton Deane in Top Ten  
    RESIDENTS in Taunton Deane are among the canniest in the 
country when it comes to waste, according to the Government. The 
Borough is in the top ten nationally for generating the lowest 
amount of household waste for collection, coming in at the number 
six spot. And the challenge is now on to take the top slot. House-
holds in the district threw away an average of just 198kg of waste 
between 2006 and 2007, helping to cut down the amount of rubbish 
that is sent to landfill sites.    

Reduce, reuse and recycle.  
    Plastic bottle and cardboard kerbside collection trials will be run 
by the Somerset Waste Partnership in April 2008 to test the addition 
of plastic bottles and cardboard on household recycling collections. 
The trials will test different methods for collecting cardboard and 
plastic bottles in Somerset and involve several pioneering new col-
lection vehicle designs and is hoped to be yet another boost to recy-
cling in Somerset. 
 

Refuse & recycling collection dates at New Year 

NEWS FROM TAUNTON DEANE 
A roundup of items of interest 

DECEMBER 2007 

Usual Collection Day   

Tuesday    1 January Wednesday    2 January  

Wednesday    2 January  Thursday    3 January  

Thursday    3 January  Friday    4 January  

Revised Collection Day  

Friday    4 January  Saturday    5 January  
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Bishopswood Ladies  
Members were delighted to welcome our local county 
councillor, Ross Henley, who announced that he had 
chosen our new group as a worthwhile community 
enterprise, and presented us with a £100 grant from 
the Community Fund. 
During the last month, seven of the ramblers, led by 

Louise Knight, had walked from the Wellington Monument around 
Culm Davy and Blackdown Common.  The weather was clear, if cold, 
and beautiful views were enjoyed. 
The skittles group had played Clayhidon and won, and also played 
Hemyock WI for the first time. Although our group lost the match 
they found the Hemyock ladies very friendly and great fun. The skit-
tles dinner will be on Thursday, 10th January. 
The Bells are now led by Janet Grabham. December will be a busy 
month with several bookings. 
Darryl Troy-Brown then gave us a 
demonstration of  Sugarcraft, 
which most of us were surprised 
to find really is a craft, and not a 
branch of cooking.  Darryl amazed 
us with the skill and attention to 
detail that is required to produce 
competition standard sugarcraft, 
as opposed to the average com-
mercial iced cake decoration seen 
in the shops. Special so-called 
flower paste is used for the craft, 
and artists’ materials, and some-
times even colours, are used to 
make the decorations.  After the 
refreshment break some of the 
members tried their hands at cre-
ating small plaques to put on 
their Christmas cakes, using ma-
terials that Darryl  “had made 
earlier”. 
The next meeting will be on Janu-
ary 3rd when Louise Knight will 
invite us all to put on our dancing 
shoes and try Circle Dancing.  Vis-
itors will be very welcome. 

Exclusive,  
contemporary range       

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 
 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 

Exclusive,  
contemporary range       

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 
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BLACKDOWN HILLS 
HEDGE ASSOCIATION 

 

There are some interesting courses being 
planned for the first quarter of the year, and you 
may like to make a note of the following dates: 
Sunday, 24 February. 10.00 am - 5.00 pm in 

Buckland St Mary Village Hall, there is an opportunity to book for 
either of these two courses, at a cost of £40 for the day: 
  ‘Hedgerow Chair making’  by  Ivor Hancock 
                           or 
  ‘Splint Basket making’  by  Martin Turner 
For further details contact Margaret Edwards; tel: 01460-234222 
      Or e-mail to: mgtedwards@hotmail.com 
If you would like to go on a hedge laying course on either 5 Jan or 2 
Feb, please contact Mr George Pidgeon on 01404-881634. 
Another date for your diary:  Saturday, 8 March, there will be a 
Blackdown Hills Hedgelaying Event at Lower Shelvin Farm, Luppitt. 
GR 163040. 

 
 

 
 

Prepares a wide selection of the finest homemade foods in the Blackdown 
Hills. All are made from local free range produce. 
 

Something to tempt you ! 
Delicious chicken & Tarragon or Pork Terrine.  

Chicken Liver Paté, Game or Pork Pies. 
Chocolate tart — Heaven on a plate! 

Fresh tangy lemon tart. 
 

Christmas orders are now being taken. 
Hampers are available for trips to the races or for picnics -  

call me for details. 
 

See me at Churchinford Village Market every first Saturday in the month, 
Trull Market 3rd Saturday in the month or call me with your requirements. 

A wide selection of pies, terrines, patés, quiches, canapés, preserves, puddings & cakes, 
also catering for special occasions. 

Telephone 01823 601099 or 07989 802042 
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OTTERFORD PARISH COUNCIL  
REPORT 

 
The last meeting of 2007 for Otterford Parish 
Council, was held on Tuesday 11th December in 
the Parish Hall, Bishopswood as usual.  It was 
a very select band who assembled – three 

Councillors, one Parishioner and the Clerk – to deal with the parish 
business for the month and to partake of a little light refreshment 
too. 
Community Time was wholly taken up in discussions about the lev-
els of Police ‘cover’ in the area and the local responses to the pro-
posed Community Policing Awards.  OPC has registered its concern 
at the lack of a police presence in the parish and the local Neigh-
bourhood Watch Coordinator has also written to ask about the possi-
bility of improving the service.  On a more positive note, the meet-
ing agreed that Police response to an incident in and around 
Culmhead, had apparently been very swift.  The Council decided to 
ask for closer contact with the Local Beat Officer and PCSOs because 
it feels that the community would be better served by a more pro-
active and less re-active service. 
In last month’s report I said that Councillor John Williams had been 
unable to attend and had therefore sent a written report to the 
meeting.  This was of course a mistake; I should have said Council-
lor John Thorne.  I apologise for my error and will try very hard not 
to repeat it. 
Councillor John Thorne was again unable to attend the meeting and 
sent another of his very informative reports, copies of which were 
passed to all Councillors. 
Correspondence included; 

 Ware & Co – have been unable to carry out their scheduled 
regular inspection at the Holman Clavel 

 St. Margaret’s Hospice – request for funding 
 Planning Application for an extension at Little Royston – 

granted 
 Somerset Highways – will inspect and clear blocked gullies 

at Royston Water 
 Safer Somerset Awards – yet another tranche of proposed 

community awards 
Matters raised by Councillors included the debris left on the road 
alongside a recently cut hedge, which has damaged tyres,  the fact 
that the edge of Royston Road (leading to B3170) is once more 
breaking up and needs repair (the Clerk will report this), the lack of 
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progress with repairs to the Notice Board outside the Holman Clavel, 
whether or not the proposed ramps for the OLP Field are any nearer 
to being created and when the ‘safety surface around the equipment 
in the OLP Field is to be replenished.  You will be happy to hear that 
all these are ‘in hand’. 
There being no further business and the refreshments being ex-
hausted, the Chairman wished all those present – and all our read-
ers – the compliments of the season and declared the meeting 
closed at 8.45pm. 
Barbara Simpson  
Clerk  

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION. 
CHURCHSTANTON BRANCH. 
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BUCKLAND ST MARY 
PARISH COUNCIL  

NEWSLETTER – December 2007  
 
At the Special Meeting which was called on 
6 December, two planning applications 
were discussed and approved by the coun-

cil for the extension to existing poultry shed at Higher Buckland 
Farm and the installation of 2 solar panels on the east and west fac-
ing roof at Lodge House. The District Council has granted permission 
with conditions for the erection of 4 affordable local needs houses 
with associated parking and landscaping on Land Adjacent to the 
Telephone Exchange, Rookery Road. The planting of some trees in 
the parish was also discussed and agreed from advice received from 
the Tree Warden. 
The next Parish Council meeting is on Thursday 3 January 2008, 
8pm at the Village Hall. 
The Public Meeting to discuss the Village of the Year Competition will 
be held on Thursday 31 January 2008 at 7:30pm. 
The Parish Council would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
retiring editors, Mr Alan Kemp and Mr David Jefferies, for their ster-
ling work over the years for all their hard work and to wish them all 
the best for the future. The Parish Council would also like to wel-
come the new editorial team all the best for the future, as well!!  
On a personal note, I would like to thank Mr Kemp and Mr Jefferies 
for all their hard work and especially Mr Kemp for his timely remind-
ers, (and there were a few!!) for my report, when I had gone over 
the closing date, and as you can see from this, I’m late again!! Any-
how, Good Luck to you both and welcome to the new team. 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
BUCKLAND ST. MARY BRANCH 

The Annual General Meeting was held on 22nd Novem-
ber. The Minutes of the 2006 AGM were signed as 
correct. There were no matters arising. 
The Chairman (Mr Ian Cumming) reported that the 
role of the Legion was still vital in supporting those 
who were returning from conflict, both in Iraq and 
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Afghanistan. Support is given to families of those servicemen – and 
women – killed in action and with escalating costs, Branches should 
press the Government to provide adequate compensation for injury. 
The Laying Up Service of the Standard of the Staple Fitzpaine 
Branch, whose members had transferred to Buckland St. Mary & 
District Branch, had been held in April and a fitting Service had been 
held at St Peter’s Church, Staple Fitzpaine. At the Buckland St. Mary 
Street Fair, the Legion had provided a stand to promote the work of 
the Organisation. 
Regrettably Mr Peter Reed had tendered his resignation as Branch 
Standard Bearer due to increased involvement with the Devon 
Young Farmers, of whom he was Chairman. He would, however, re-
main a member of the Legion. We were extremely fortunate to still 
be able to call upon Mr Bill Butt, our previous Standard Bearer, and 
it was he who paraded the Standard at the Hatch Beauchamp and 
Buckland St. Mary Remembrance Services this year. 
Mr Richard Lupton, Branch Treasurer, reported that the finances 
were in good shape and grants were made by the Branch funds to 
the Amenities Funds of Dunkirk Memorial House and Somerset Le-
gion House. 
The Branch Secretary, Mrs Hilary Cumming, had sent a report to be 
read in her absence. This included a Poppy Appeal Organiser’s Re-
port. The Appeal – and organisation of the same – now, not only, 
covered the 11 Collectors of Buckland, but a further 19 Collectors, 
who had been added to Mrs Cumming’s jurisdiction, covering Stoke 
St. Mary, Curland, Staple Fitzpaine, Hatch Beauchamp, Bickenhall 
and Orchard Portman. Mrs Cumming paid tribute to Mr Terry 
Rowles, who had been a wonderful support to her. Also, thanks were 
extended to the four new Buckland Collectors – Mrs Beaumont, Mrs 
Bowditch, Mrs Every and Mrs Hine. The total collection for the Poppy 
Appeal from Buckland was £1,150.02p. 
The date of the next Annual General Meeting was to be held on 27th 
November 2008 – 7.00 for 7.30 p.m. at Stoke St. Mary Congrega-
tional Hall. 
The next ORDINARY Meeting will be on Monday 11th February 2008, 
at "The Greyhound Inn", Staple Fitzpaine – 7.00 for 7.30 p.m. 
New members are always welcome and may contact the Branch 
Secretary, Mrs Hilary Cumming, on 01460-234460. 
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V i S TA 
Voluntary Sector Training Alliance 

Great Bow Wharf, Bow Yard, 
 Bow Street Langport,  
Somerset TA10 9PN  

Tel: 08453 580372 or 01 458 254267 Fax: 01 458 254279 
Email: angela@vistaproject.org.uk, Website: 

www.vistaproject.org.uk  
 

   VISTA - Somerset's voluntary sector training and workforce chari-
ty - is working in partnership with Victim Support Somerset to help     
recruit much-needed volunteers for its indispensable work with     
victims of crime across the county. 
   Victim Support Somerset provides practical and emotional support 
to victims and witnesses of crime. Services are free, confidential and 
delivered by volunteers who receive training to national standards. 
   If you have good listening skills, are able to empathise with others 
and have some spare time, we'd like to hear from you. 
   For your information pack, please telephone VISTA on 0845 
358372 or visit www.vistaprojectorg.uk 

Rambling In the Blackdowns 
 
As an avid reader of the CBO News, I thought I would add my own 
good wishes to the new management team and drop some words of 
encouragement. Then I found I couldn’t stop writing and ended up 
with this alternative view from the Blackdown Hills – bet it won’t be 
published… 
 
I remember thinking, all those years ago that buying a house on top 
of a hill was a good idea, that whilst others were worrying about the 
rising water table my wellies would only be needed to create the 
right image… Last Saturday I got my come uppance – after a night 
of torrential rain I needed a canoe to reach the Post Office and I’d 
seen smaller swathes of water behind the QE2 entering Southamp-
ton than behind the 4x4s negotiating the Honiton Road.  
 
When I reached the village, I smiled at the hardiness of the people 
of the Blackdowns- the local farmers were still in the village centre 
selling their beef (or was it water buffalo?!). I stopped smiling soon 
after – I picked up a copy of the Churchstanton Church Christmas 
Garden Quiz. Those things should come with a government health 
warning – you need a degree to complete them and yet they’re pos-
itively addictive. There’ll be no turkey in this house until I’ve got at 
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least 92 of them I can tell you! For those of you sensible enough not 
to have picked one up yet I’ll give you a taster – one of the clues is 
“a wise man”. As far as I’m concerned that’s the man at the front of 
the Northern Rock queue but what’s that got to do with garden 
plants? 
 
And whilst I’m on the subject of difficult questions, can anyone tell 
me why, despite submitting my own meter readings the electricity 
man still comes to call every quarter? There was a knock at the door 
around 7.45 the other morning. I got my standard “Oh what's my 
husband ordered now?” line ready for the delivery driver only to be 
confronted by the meter man. Since when did they start work that 
early in the morning? Anyway the shock of seeing me in my dress-
ing gown has probably ensured he’ll leave it till at least tea time to 
call next time (if he hasn’t been signed off with post traumatic 
stress disorder…) 
 
The other people who come early in the morning are the recycling 
men. Is it just me or does anyone else get embarrassed by the 
chinking of all those olive oil and salad dressing bottles? I’m all for 
saving the planet and doing my bit but must the lorry linger for 
quite so long at my house? I’ve tried recycling elsewhere to reduce 
the time spent at my kerbside but they always put bottle banks in 
such public places… 
 
Well enough of my ramblings for now. If anyone has any of their 
own difficult questions they would like answering they are welcome 
to send them to me via the CBO News (molly@cbonews.org.uk).  
Don’t ask me for the answers to the Churchstanton Church Quiz 
though – at least not until I’ve had chance to hold the quiz writers’ 
children to ransom. 
 
Molly Coddle 
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Eulogies for the CBO editors 
I would like to register my heartfelt thanks to Alan and David for 
their unfailing help in organising my Otterford Parish Council meet-
ing notes since I became Clerk some five or six years ago (I cannot 
even remember when it started!!) 
They metaphorically held my hand and encouraged me to join the e-
mail revolution - I think that it was a help to their organisation when 
I did, but I would not swear to it! The number of times I have failed 
to attach the necessary script to my e-mails is almost legendary 
(there have probably been fewer occasions when I have succeeded 
in doing it right!) and they have always read my copy through to 
ensure that I was not falling foul of any libel laws. 
I would like to add a personal welcome to the new editorial team 
and hope that all runs smoothly. When Brian and I owned and ran 
the Half Moon Inn at Clayhidon, a customer once said that running a 
business was rather like being a swan – all calm serenity on the sur-
face, but paddling like hell underneath! – I trust that your swan will 
be unfailing calm and serene and that if it is not entirely so, no-one 
will know. 
Barbara 
     ~ 

I can not thank the CBO Editors enough for all their patience and 
goodwill for our Brownies’ and Guides’ copy. Every month we try to 
add something. 
In the beginning I was not very computer literate but they steered 
me into making copy for the excellent parish magazine. I do not en-
vy anyone stepping into their shoes as they have a great act to fol-
low. I send our sincere thanks to them both and hope they do not 
have withdrawal symptoms with “letting it go”. Cheers to David and 
Alan. 
Sandie 
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Churchstanton Parish 
Council 

           
Twas a cold and wintry night …… but that 
didn’t stop four hardy parishioners from 
joining their Councillors in the rather cool 
environs of the Village Hall for the Novem-

ber Meeting of the Parish Council. As two Councillors had sent their 
apologies for absence and two were hoping to be only a little late 
due to choral duties, the two “sides” were evenly balanced at the 
outset with “us” and “them” on four apiece! 
The Meeting was quickly into its stride with TDB Cllr. Thorne’s ex-
haustive report on his involvement at The Deane House. He com-
mented on his Task and Finish Group which is having difficulty at the 
outset on deciding its exact remit; on the Neighbourhood Police Pan-
el, another group seeming to be having problems deciding precisely 
what it is for; on PCSOs, now that it appears that TDBC will not be 
in a position to fund them to the extent previously expected; on the 
Citizens Advice Bureau and its funding problems; on the Borough 
Council’s “allotments strategy and/or its non-existence”; the Black-
down Hills AONB and his confusion over “what happens next” and, 
finally, TDBC Planning Department (which we all now lovingly know 
as Development Management) where Cllr. Thorne thinks he is mak-
ing some headway towards creating a “user friendly” facility. We all 
look forward to that day! 
Our Co-ordinator filled the Meeting in on Neighbourhood Watch ac-
tivities which included his unsuccessful attempts to discover where 
our “visible police presence” spends its time; the efforts of the Par-
ish Council Clerks to get involved in obtaining an answer to the 
same question; overcoming the lack of official information on crimi-
nal actions just over the border in Devon and the absence of any 
real details on the helicopter “goings on” that occurred on Monday 
last. The only piece of “good news”(?) is that we should have a re-
placement Beat Manager in January 2008. Two front row seats at 
the Churchstanton Parish Council meeting of your choice for the first 
parishioner to spot him/her! 
The main discussion on “matters arising” led to the agreement that 
a precept of £7,500.00 be requested for 2008/9 from TDBC. 
 
“Planning” came next and, as ever, raised a few problems. An appli-
cation, supported again by the Parish Council, for an annex at 
Hilliers in Biscombe is apparently likely to be looked on favourably 
by TDBC despite being factually unchanged from an application that 
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was refused six months ago. The erection of a conservatory at 
Westavon on Honiton Road which gained the PC’s support has been 
the subject of constantly conflicting advice from TDBC now mani-
festing itself in concern about the use of uPVC in an AONB. Just a 
tiny bit late there, perhaps! An application for an office block at 
Culmhead was deferred to January so that the site can be visited; 
plans for a replacement building in place of Willand Hill Bungalow 
were supported but an application to convert an out-building at 
Hunters Lodge Barn was opposed. Permission for work at Ford 
House, Fairfield Stables and Kedget Barton Farm was noted. 
The bulk of the correspondence fell into the “noted” category but it 
was agreed that the people of Smeatharpe should be supported in 
their efforts to counter an extension of activities at Smeatharpe Sta-
dium; a letter drawing attention to the noise created by children 
playing in Fairfield Green was discussed at some length but it was 
felt that obviating a problem of this nature does not really fall within 
the Parish Council’s remit and it was agreed that grants of £50.00 
and £150.00 be made to the St Margaret’s Somerset Hospice and 
the Blackdown Support Group respectively. 
The bank balance looked OK as a result of which three cheques 
could be safely written and Unforeseen Business concentrated on 
blocked drains up and down the Parish – not surprising in view of 
recent downpours! 
There was just time, before closing the Meeting at 9.28 pm, for the 
acting Chairman to wish everyone (there were only Parish Council-
lors left by now!) a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year… 
and by “everyone” he means YOU!  Have a nice one… 
Brian Simpson 
Clerk to the Council 
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B  S . M  W '  I  
 

Our Annual General Meeting was held on 20th November 2007, at 
Buckland Village Hall. Mrs Harkness welcomed us to the meeting 
and reported that, as had previously been discussed at our October 
meeting, the Branch would be closing at our December meeting. 
There had been no nominations from any members to form a new 
committee and the existing committee all wished to stand down 
from office. 

After discussion it was decided that the members would 
stay together as a group – each member to organise a 
meeting/outing throughout the coming year. This would 
not involve speakers necessarily – more likely a quiz, or 
some other form of group amusement. The format 
would be left entirely to the organiser of the month. 
Mrs Hales gave a fascinating account of her recent visit 
to the Castle of May, the late Queen Elizabeth the 
Queen Mother’s Scottish private home. Not very large, 
the castle has stopped in a time warp and one could al-
most feel the presence of the Queen Mum as Ann de-

scribed her fishing outfit hanging up – a worn yellow carpet in the 
dining room, which the Queen, when she visited, had told her moth-
er she would renew. The Queen 
Mother’s response had been 
“Rubbish! There’s years of wear in 
it yet!” 
Mrs Cumming had put together a 
short quiz and then it was time 
for tea, provided by Mrs Perrior 
and Mrs Cumming. 
The winner of the Competition for 
the Smallest Key was Mrs S. 
Ducker. 
‘Flower of the Month’ was won by 
Mrs Ducker’s Penstemmon. 
Our final meeting – members only 
– will be on the 18th December. 
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Hello again 
I hope you all had a good Christmas and received 
what you had wished for.  How short-lived the fes-
tive spirit can last though if you become a victim of 
crime in the New Year. 
Remember, there are rich pickings for criminals at 
this time of year.  Have you given any considera-
tion to protecting your newly acquired presents?  

Laptops, iPods, mobile phones and sat navs are valuable and attrac-
tive to thieves because they are easily convertible to cash.  Mark 
your property with a permanent ultra violet marker pen, make a 
note of any serial numbers and if possible take photographs so that 
if it is stolen there is a likelihood that we can trace the rightful own-
er.  Stolen property recently recovered in Taunton was successfully 
returned to the owners in Plymouth thanks to these simple 
measures.  Encourage your children to use their hi-tech gadgets dis-
cretely in public to avoid unwarranted attention from opportunist 
thieves. 
The New Year sees an upsurge of bicycles on the road.  It’s upset-
ting to see youngsters come into the station to report that their bi-
cycle has been stolen.  If you have bought one for your child now is 
the time to educate them about looking after their property.  Buy a 
good quality lock and chain or D lock and make sure that “if they 
leave it, lock it”.  Also remember cyclists should always wear a hel-
met and I would encourage you to enrol your child on a cycling 
awareness course.  Check whether a course is being run by your 
school or if not enquire at your local leisure centre. 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and 
prosperous New Year. 
Usual numbers 0845 456 7000 for all requests for assistance and 
you can reach me on Voicemail 01823 363287 and 70106 at the 
prompt.  
Regards until next month.    PCSO 9240 Donna Langdon 
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ENDPIECE 

A new young monk arrives at the monastery. He is assigned to help 
the other monks in copying the old canons and laws of the church by 
hand. He notices however, that all of the monks are copying from cop-
ies, not from the original manuscript. 

So the new monk goes to the abbot to question this, pointing out that 
if someone made even a small error in the first copy, it would never 
be picked up. In fact, any mistake would be continued in all of the 
subsequent copies. 

The abbot , says, “We have been copying from the copies for centu-
ries, but you make a good point, my son”. 

So he goes down into the dark caves underneath the monastery 
where the original manuscript is held as archives in a locked vault that 
hasn't been opened for hundreds of years. 

Hours go by and nobody sees the old abbot. So, the young monk gets 
worried and goes downstairs to look for him. He sees him banging 
his head against the wall and wailing “We forgot the ‘R’, we forgot the 
‘R’”. His forehead is all bloody and bruised and he is crying uncontrol-
lably. 
The young monk asks the old abbot, “What's wrong, father?” With 
a choking voice, the old abbot replies, “The word is celebrate. The 
word is celebrate.” 

 
The Editors 
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PLEASE MENTION CBO NEWS WHEN CONTACTING 
ADVERTISERS-THANK YOU. 

INDEX OF REGULAR COMMERCIAL ADVERTISERS 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE   COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE 

Acupuncture & Homeopathy 12  Furniture Designer & Manufacture 12 

Aerial Erector 27  Furniture Manufacturer 52 
Arboriculture/Estate Management 49  Garden Contractor 38 
Aromatherapy  21  Garden Machinery Service & Repair 16 
Auctioneer & Valuer 14  Garden Machinery Sales & Service 31 
Beauty Therapy 30  Gardening Services 33 
Bed & Breakfast - Stapley 24  Holiday Lets 25 
Builder - General 32  Household Helper 42 
Builders & Carpenters 38  Joinery 26 
Building & Construction 34  Land Management 46 
Building & Construction 26  Livery Stables 29 
Carpentry/Joinery 20  Logs for Sale 42 
Carpentry/Joinery 33  Massage 36 
Carpenter/Kitchen fitter 30  Odd Jobs/Handyman 47 
Catering 3  Photographer 43 
Catering 53  Planning Apps. Draughtswoman 22 
Cattery 11  Plumbing Services 14 
Chartered Surveyor 28  Podiatrist 10 
Chiropodist/Podiatrist 50  Post Office & General Store - BSM  43 
Computer Repairs & Services 48  Post Office & General Store - Churchinford 26 
Computer Repairs & Services 41  Pre-School - Buckland St. Mary 17 
Conservatory Installation 44  Pre-School & Day Care Churchinford 2 
Construction 18  Property Maintenance 44 
Curtain Maker 40  Property Services 13 
Driving School 7  Retirement Home 37 
Driving School 32  Self Catering Accommodation 19 
Eggs & Poultry 45  Sewing Machine Service 39 
Electrical Services 14  Spiritual Healing – Reiki 38 
Electrician 9  Steam Cleaning (Domestic) 40 
Estate Agents 28  Storage-Secure containers 36 
Farm Meats 35  Toddler Group BSM 2 
Forestry Services 8  Tree Surgeon 10 
Funeral Directors 26  Tree Surgeon 38 
Furniture Maker & Joinery 15  Veterinary Surgeon 23 
     
     



For routine or non urgent matters you may contact 
 

Churchstanton & Otterford Community Beat Officer: PC HANNAH BARLOW 
PC Hannah Barlow’s email: hannah.barlow@avonandsomersetpolice.uk 

or voicemail - 01275 816868 then dial 72693 
 

Buckland St. Mary Community Beat Officer: PC MARK EDGINGTON 
PC Mark Edgington’s email– mark.edgington@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 

 

Sgt Andy Lloyd - andy.lloyd@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk  

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES: 
FIRE, POLICE, AMBULANCE:  999. 

 

IF YOU SEE A CRIME BEING COMMITTED OR WISH TO    
REPORT A CRIME WHICH HAS BEEN COMMITTED &/OR 
YOU NEED A CRIME  NUMBER TO SATISFY AN INSUR-

ANCE CLAIM, TELEPHONE 
CRIME REPORTING: 0845 456 7000 

THE BLACKDOWN PRACTICE 
Opening Times. 

 

   Hemyock           Churchinford  Dunkeswell   

Monday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  3.00 -   6.00 
 

Tuesday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  4.00 -   6.00 
 

Wednesday:  8.30 - 1.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
   2.00 - 6.00     3.30 -   6.00 
 

Thursday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

Friday:   8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

NB  Hemyock surgery - EMERGENCIES ONLY Saturdays 9.00 - 11.00am. 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

HEMYOCK:    Appointments & enquiries  01823 680206 
    Dispensary     01823 680007 
    Fax. (Repeat prescriptions)  01823 680680 

CHURCHINFORD:  Appointments & enquiries  01823 681700 

DUNKESWELL:  Appointments & Dispensary  01823 681720 
 

BLACKDOWN SUPPORT GROUP: Barbara Starkiss  01823 681036 
 

HOSPITALS:   MUSGROVE PARK   01823 333444 
    CHARD & DISTRICT   01460 63175 
    HONITON & DISTRICT  01404 42362 
    ST. MARGARET’S HOSPICE 01823 259394 



Useful Phone Numbers 
 

Please contact us if you have any phone number changes or  
additions  you would like us to consider making to this list.  Thank you. 

 

Churchstanton 
Taunton Deane Borough Councillor – John Thorne    01823 663146 
            email. Cllr.j.thorne@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
               Blogsite  www.johnthorne.blogspot.com 
Chair of the Parish Council - Nick Strange     01823 601565 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Brian Simpson     01823 601694 
Village Hall bookings - Sylvia Pike      01823 601236 
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris    01823 421395 
Churchstanton Primary School - Head Teacher: Simon Mills   01823 601354 
Neighbourhood Watch - Richard Badman     01823 601264 
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper      01823 601347 
 

Buckland St Mary: www.buckland-st-mary.co.uk 
South Somerset District Councillor – Ros Roderigo    01460 62081 
           email ros.roderigo@southsomerset.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Josephine Salter     01460 234703 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Gill Horner     01460 234256 
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board      01460 234200 
Neighbourhood Watch - Jean & Chris Watkis     01460 234226 
Buckland St Mary Primary School:  Head Teacher - Simon Billington  01460 234251 
Tower Captain - Keith Every       01460 234620 
Churchwarden - Ian Cumming       01460 234460 
 

Otterford 
TD Borough Councillor John Thorne. See entry in Churchstanton section above. 
Chair of the Parish Council - Rosemary Viant        01460 234734 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Barbara Simpson     01823 601694 
(Please leave a message if Barbara’s answerphone is on during the day) 
Village Hall bookings - Cindy Beaumont      01460 234351  
Neighbourhood Watch - Peter Naylor      01823 601106 
Churchwarden - David Ruthven      01823 601455 
 

General 
CBO Community Bus Booking - Mike Weir     01823 601333 
Somerset County Councillor - Ross Henley     01823 665988 
Bishopswood Chapel - Pastor Brian Chaplain     01460 234748 
Rector - Revd. Sue Green   email: suegreen@summit.me.uk 01823 421232 
Assistant Priest: Revd. Doris Goddard      01823 601594 
Blackdown Hills AONB - Corinne Matthews     01823 680682 
TDBC Health Response Unit       01823 356337 
Wessex Water         0845 600 4 600 
Bristol Water         0800 373501 
 

NB: For Blackdown Medical Practice information (including the Support Group),    
hospital, Police emergency telephone number and Community Beat Officer’s contact 
details for routine or non urgent matters please see overleaf. 


