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Preface

This publication arose out of our frustration in attempts to find historical
information about our parish, only to discover there is very little written about it.
Being a small parish and of no historical significance, the professionals have tended
to ignore this part of the world. Our curiosity was initially aroused by looking at
the history of Fyfett where we found the search tantalising, and having once
started we were hooked and felt compelled to continue, mainly researching in the
archives held by Somerset Record Office in Taunton.

Otterford’s history is of a scattered hill community comprised of small farms, part
of the great Manor of Taunton Deane which was held on a secular basis by the
Bishop of Winchester for over 900 years. Unfortunately few detailed accounts of
the Manor have been published and we had to cease when we reached the age of
Latin. As the great estate gradually broke up during the 19th century, men of rank
and wealth were able to buy in, and this is how the estate of Otterhead was
created. Although it barely survived a hundred years, it has left its mark in the
Otter Valley and is now a nature reserve.

As far as the older farmhouses are concerned, our researches lead us to believe that
they are in fact more ancient than indicated by architectural evidence, such as the
cross-passage plan found in sixteen properties. The Calendar of Tenants of the
Manor 1450-1666 and the Parish Registers from 1558 record names, but rarely
properties, and title deeds do not generally commence until 1800, because before
then they were registered as a change of tenancy with the Manor. In fact the
constraints of Manorial tenancy may have dictated the siting of our farmsteads
which implies that they have remained in the same place since “time out of mind”.

These articles are the result of our endeavours, and familiar to those who have read
many of them in the parish magazine, the C.B.O. News. We have been able to
provide information which was reluctantly omitted previously, adding several new
articles, and have included illustrations with the generous help of many parish-
ioners. Any discrepancies between earlier articles and this publication indicates
that further information has come to light resulting in some adjustments, and
hopefully therefore more accurate. We decided to pause around the turn of the
century in order to publish our findings while funding was available, with future
plans in hand to carry on into the 20th century.

We are very grateful for encouragement and grant aid from the Lottery Heritage
Fund obtained through the Blackdown Hills Rural Partnership, and from the Mid
Somerset Rural Development Area Community Chest. Proceeds from the sale of
this book will be donated to the newly built Parish Hall in Bishopswood.

Andrew Sparks and Linda Gower 2000
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1. Stone Age man

Evidence of early man has been found in the upper Yarty valley long before the
existence of our parish. It is recorded that implements of early stone age man
(Palaeolithic) were found in the bed of the River Yarty in 1902 and 1915. These
are thought to date from 100,000 to 260,000 years ago, and are made from Upper
Greensand Chert (the local building stone). They are seen as being evidence of the
earliest human inhabitant in the region - the so called ‘River Drift Man’. As his
name suggests, he followed the course of rivers and drifted with the seasonal
migration of his game. It is thought that his origins were in the Mediterranean
areas of Southern France and that he slowly migrated through France and across to
the Axe, Yarty and Otter rivers. Once he reached the watershed of these latter
rivers he crossed over into what is now the Vale of Taunton.

A publication produced by the Countryside Commission regarding the Blackdown
Hills states that “There is archaeological evidence of human habitation from at
least the Mesolithic period, about 7000 years ago; indeed the upper Yarty Valley
may have been a centre of Mesolithic activity”.1 Whilst this is believed to refer to
the Devon section, it is obvious that the Yarty Valley was indeed a centre of
activity in the stone age.

It is also recorded that stone artifacts from the Neolithic period were found south
west of Waterhayes in 1937, these were an arrowhead and chert adze. Frederica
Tyrrel has also found worked stone implements at Higher Whatley Farm in a
goyle that lies between Higher Whatley and Griggs Farm, and more recently an
arrowhead has been found at Yalham, the source of the River Otter.

1

      

                             [1]  Countryside Commission 1989  The Blackdown Hills Landscape.

                             [2]  1906 Victoria History of the County of Somerset Vol.1

                             [3]  Somerset County Council Sites and Monuments Record.

Tanged arrowhead of Neolithic to
Early Bronze Age date, found
1993 at Yalham Barn. Size 52
mm long. Perhaps a waste flake
and retouched as it is finely
worked right around the edge.

Early History Time Scale:

Palaeolithic: 400,000 B.C. - 8,000 B.C. Iron Age: 700 B.C. - A.D. 43

Mesolithic: 8,000 B.C. - 4,500 B.C. Roman Period: A.D. 43 - A.D. 410

Neolithic: 4,500 B.C. - 2,400 B.C. Anglo-Saxon: A.D. 410 - A.D. 1,066

Bronze Age: 2,400 B.C. - 700 B.C. Medieval: A.D. 1,066 - A.D. 1,500



2. Robin Hood’s Butts

Along Browndown are a number of ancient tumuli, two groups of which are
known as Robin Hood’s Butts. They are in fact Round Barrows of Bronze Age
from around 2000 B.C. held sacred by Bronze Age man, and where they either
cremated or buried their dead. Of the 20 barrows that were thought to exist on the
Blackdown Hills in Somerset, most were along Browndown (see page 13) but time
and land use policy has paid its toll. Their siting on high, exposed and unforrested
heathland was typical for the period. The other major sites in Somerset were on
Exmoor and the Quantock Hills, the latter having 100 recorded barrows.

Those tumuli in Otterford visible today are the group of 5 barrows at School Farm
(described as enclosed by a bank and outer ditch) and covered with tall beech
trees, and another 3 further south, collectively known as Robin Hood’s Butts. Of
the latter group (recorded as 5 in number) one has been lost in forest plantation
and one has disappeared near Brown Down Cottage. Another recorded group of 4
smaller tumuli lie along the southern boundary, again lost to sight in forestry, their
condition unknown. One further mound at North Down labelled on the Tithe
Map of 1843 no longer exists (see map page 55) and was probably destroyed
through the road construction of the B3170.

The O.S. Map for 1886 (1:2,500) shows a large barrow in the north of our parish
not recorded as a Bronze Age tumulus, sited some 350 yards within the boundary
(see page 20). However a barrow did exist in a Saxon Charter of A.D. 854 when
the boundary between Otterford and Pitminster was first delineated. This barrow
was referred to as “Ringwold’s Hill (barrow)”1, and its name appears to live on in
the locality as Ring Burrow Common, and Ring Burrow Pond (1851 Inclosure
Award), given that the local name for barrow was burrow.

The name Robin Hood’s Butts suggests that at sometime they were used as
backstops behind archers’ butts. It was one of the barrows in the south group that
was excavated by a “party of gentlemen from Chard”3 in 1818 and reported in the
Taunton Courier. In the centre they found evidence of cremation with a large
quantity of charcoal, and above it an 8 ft. mound of alternating layers of black soil
and fine white sand, and above this 5 ft. of black bog earth, the total height being
13ft. having a base foundation of very large stones laid in a perfect circle.

                           [1]  J. Bridge Davidson  1882  Proceedings - Part  II   SANHS           

                           [2]  G. B. Grundy  1935  The Saxon Charters of Somerset  SANHS         

                           [3]  L.V. Grinsell 1968  Proceedings Somerset Barrows  Vol. 113   SANHS

2

Five barrows at School Farm Large barrow at Warrens Farm
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3. Ancient Trackways

An unusual feature of the parish is that the sources of three rivers lie within its
boundaries, the Culm, the Otter and the western branch of the River Yarty. This
abundance of water on high ground (nearly 1000 feet above sea level) is probably
why this area is criss-crossed by ancient trackways. It is not known how long these
tracks have existed, although they are thought to date from late Bronze Age and
Iron Age. Ancient trackways were often situated on the ridges of hills (where
travelling conditions were drier and safer from marauders) and known as
ridgeways. The presence of Bronze Age barrows alongside was a common feature
of ridgeways throughout the country, and it has been suggested that in Saxon
times they were used as battle grounds, as they provided the best lines of
communication.

There are two such ridgeways that were thought to cross Otterford. The first is the
well known great ridgeway ❶ that ran along the northern ridge of the Blackdown
Hills, near the current road, in the same east/west direction. This ridgeway went to
the south of Castle Neroche (thought to be an Iron Age fort) westwards towards
the 19th century Wellington Monument before continuing into Devon. In the
Saxon Charter for Wellington it is called Theod Herepath1 (which has been
translated as ‘The Peoples Highway’ although according to Grundy the original
meaning of Herepath is ‘army ways’).

The other ridgeway ran along Brown Down, leaving the great ridgeway at North
Down, taking a southerly course adjacent to the Robin Hood’s Butts ❷ to
Stopgate, then via high ground of Upottery and Honiton, and on to the tumuli at
Farway and Broad Down, and thereby making connection with the coastal
ridgeway of Dorchester, Lyme Regis and Sidmouth.

It is not known exactly which route was taken northwards from North Down into
the vale below, as the road via Hayne is relatively new. The most probable route
was around Feltham ❸ and then on to Corfe or Pitminster. The Saxon Charter for
Corfe of A.D. 854 when describing its boundary with Otterford reads (to) thaem

Ealdon Wege1 which Grundy has translated as ‘to the old track’ and this track is
thought to be the Feltham Road.

                                    [1]  G.B.Grundy  1935  The Saxon Charters   S.A.N.H.S.         

                                    [2]  G.B. Grundy  1939  Ancient Highways of Somerset   S.A.N.H.S.                         
                                    [3]  1906  Victoria History of the County of Somerset  Vol.1            

Section of a map from The
Ancient Highways of Somerset
by G. B. Grundy showing the
great east-west ridgeway and
connecting trackways.
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4. The boundary - Saxon origins.

It has often been asked -”How did old parishes such as Otterford come to exist?”
and the answer is often not clear, and the theories that do exist are open to
conjecture. For example, it has been suggested that Ine the king of Wessex fought
a battle with Geraint, King of Dyfnaint (Dumnonii tribe) on the ridge of the
Blackdowns in A.D.710. It has also been suggested that, in order to provide a
buffer to the fortress at Neroche, the boundary of Saxon England was moved to
the fording points of the Yarty and Otter rivers and this explains Otterford’s
southern boundary.

The current bounds of Otterford were shaped in A.D. 854 when Aethelwulf King
of the West Saxons granted a tenth of his lands in Wessex to the church at
Winchester, documented by a Saxon Charter (which is thought to be a forgery
but confirmed by subsequent deeds). This charter set out the extent of his gift, and
that part which corresponds to Otterford is set out below, and whilst the language
used is unfamiliar, the description is still relevant, the boundary having changed
little since Saxon times.

The next mete given is Ringwold’s Hill (barrow), a name that appears in two other
Charters, those for Corfe and Pitminster, as Hringwoldes Beorg. 2

Aethelwulf’s grant included one hundred and thirty three manors in Taunton
Deane. This gift of land to the church at Winchester was subsequently added to by
others until the lands of 27 parishes remained in the hands of the Bishopric of
Winchester and became known as the Great Manor of Taunton Deane.

 [1]  J. Bridge Davidson  1882  Proceedings - Part  II  S.A.N.H.S 

[2]  G.B.Grundy  1935  The Saxon Charters of Somerset  S.A.N.H.S     

Extract from Davidson1 :

● Hence by the downflow of the rivulet to the ford called  Æartans-                  
     cumbes  ford (ford over Yarty near Keats Mills in Bishopswood).

● Hence to the Broad Ditch (thought possibly to have been an ancient
barrier erected by the Dumnonii).

● Hence it extends West along the northern part of the wood called
Dudding Grove (Copse of the family of Dudda).

● Hence by a certain broad ditch to a ford called Oteriford (this
second broad ditch is the ravine that joins the River Otter at a ford near
the ruined cottage called Knackers Hole).

● Hence up the stream to the spring head (to the source of the Otter).

● Hence towards the north as far as to Withycomb (area of Widcombe).
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5 . The Medieval Manor of Taunton Deane

The Manor of Taunton Deane is important when tracing the history of our
parish, a manor held by successive Bishops for over 900 years until its general
disposal in 1822. It was a huge manor at some 40,000 acres, the largest and most
profitable of the Winchester estates, and referred to by King Edgar (959-75) as
‘The Manor of God’. Despite the possible implication of this description, the
bishop of Winchester held the estate on a secular rather than on an ecclesiastical
basis making him one of the wealthiest and most powerful men in the land. It was
King Edgar who granted Bishop Aethelwold, as lord of the Manor, wide judicial
powers. Thus a comprehensive system of secular courts were set up to deal with
customs of the manor, as well as civil and criminal matters. The jurisdiction of
these latter courts was very high, on a par with the King on matters of life and
death. They also dealt with the relatively minor crimes of petty theft, breach of the
peace and burglary. The Bishop had the power to seize all the goods of a felon
which was another source of revenue, other than the lucrative revenue from rents
and fines amounting to the sum of £170 in the 11th century.

After the Norman invasion of 1066, William the Conqueror became King and the
Bishop became ‘tenant in chief’ of the Manor of Taunton Deane. Some of the
outlying lands in the manor were allocated by William to certain favourites
although they still needed to comply with manorial laws. These lands became
known as the Outfaring, and functioned somewhat independently. Other lands
around Taunton including Otterford were mostly tenanted, with some held as
demesne farms, and became known as the Infaring. In 1086 William ordered the
production of the Domesday Book. This in effect was a country-wide census
produced for taxation purposes, and contrary to popular belief does not mention
buildings except for mills and sometimes churches. It does reveal that all tenants
of the manor including the outlying areas were obliged to be buried in Taunton
itself, unfortunately, it is not clear which particular entry belongs to Otterford.

By the 13th century the infaring had been organised into five hundreds for
administrative purposes and Otterford was sometimes included under Holway.
Otterford must have been considered as a poor and wild place as the villeins of
Holway Hundred had to elect tenants for vacant holdings here, and to accept
responsibility for carrying out their obligations to the manor. As a poignant
example, when two foals were killed by wolves in 1218-19 in the Bishop’s park at
Poundisford, they were believed to have been from the “wilds of the Blackdown
Hills or Neroche Forest”.1 It seems somewhat contradictory therefore to find that
a certain Adam de Senenok was described as ‘a tenant of some substance’1 when
he undertook the farm of the hamlet of Otterford (Church Farm) in 1288-9. One
of his tasks was to keep the accounts of his farm which was then taken to the
administrative centre at Taunton Castle and then passed on to Winchester where
they were entered on to Pipe Rolls (see page 7).

The Bishop of Winchester treated the manor as if it were a giant farm, suppling
the needs of himself and his households at Taunton and Winchester, his revenue
being received from various sources. On the tenants’ side there was a certain
security of tenure and the benefits of protection and, in theory at least, the
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recourse to justice. Generally tenants were obliged to farm the Lords demesne land
(i.e. for his direct benefit) as well as their own. The customs of the manor
demanded that tenants carried out the ploughing, reaping, threshing and mowing
of the lord’s demense land, as well as carrying loads and herding of the lord’s
cattle. In Otterford in 1231-2 there were 242 acres of this demense land (at
Church Farm) which can be broken down as follows - 62 acres of wheat, 67 of
oats, no rye, 53 fallow, 53 sterile, and 7 acres of mowing grass.

Yet other customs related to payments made by the tenants, these included entry
fines (payment by tenant upon entry to a holding), heriots (payments on death of
a tenant) and hundredpenny (a type of poll tax), and others related to more
personal matters such as the need for a licence to marry a daughter, and a licence
to sell his stock or a horse and for gathering nuts, thus showing the tight control
over every aspect of the lives of villeins (bonded tenants). Some customs were
beneficial, for instance, a tenant had right to the pasture on common land, and
right of pannage for pigs even if he had to pay for this privilege. Custom
demanded that tenants purchased some of the corn that they had threshed and in
1282-3 in Otterford this amounted to 6 qrs. of wheat and 28 qrs. of oats per
tenant (although they did have a right to the straw they had threshed). Of the
twelve corn mills in the Manor, two were in Otterford - one at Watlegh on the
Yarty (Otterford Mills) and the other on the headwaters of the Otter (at Church
Farm), the combined income in 1251-2 from these mills amounted to £4 6s 2d.

           

                [1]  T.J. Hunt  1962   Medieval customs of the manor of  Taunton Deane  S.R.S  Vol 66

                [2]  R.G. H. Whitty  1934  The Court of Taunton  Goodman  Taunton.                

                [3]  J. Morris (editor)  1980  Domesday Book, Somerset   Phillimore & Co. Ltd                         

                [4]  Tom Mayberry  1998  The Vale of Taunton Past   Phillimore.

Cardinal Henry Beaufort (succeeded
1404 d.1447) the last of the medieval
bishops to visit Taunton. He was
responsible for ordering enormous
building works prior to his visit, he
came with a retinue of several
hundred. It was during his time that
demesne farming of the Manor was
given up in favour of direct tenanted
farming.

More famous lords of the Manor were
Beauford’s predecessors William of
Wykeham, and Richard Fox who was
Bishop of Winchester 1501-1528, and
who is remembered for building a
grammar school at Taunton 1521-2.

Men such as these wielded enormous
power. Cardinal Beaufort Bishop of Winchester.

Reproduced by kind permission of Somerset
Record Office.
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Winchester Pipe Roll 1301-2 for Otterford (Extract)

The account of Hugh atte Poule, farmer of this place.

Rents

The same renders accounts for £11 for the farm of the hamlet of Otterford this year. Total, £11.

Issues of the manor

The same renders account for 4s. 8d. from pannage of pigs this year; 3s. from hundredpenny this
year. Total, 7s. 8d.

Entry and marriage fines

The same renders account for 1s from Richard, son of John de Fyfid’, to have 1 ferling of land in

Otterford; 4s. from woodway; 1s. from Joan Water’ for marrying herself within. Total, 6s.

Perquisites

The same renders account for 1s. from the whole tithing of Otterford for release from their suit to

him for the year, so that they may come to the two law-days; 6d. from Warin Lasp’ because he is

not proceeding with his complaint; 1s. from Roger de Luggeston’ for transgression against Richard

le Smyht of Yarcombe; 6s. 3d. from those who brewed ale this year for breaking the assize of ale;

6d. also from those who brewed ale. Total, 10s. 3d.

Total of all receipts, £12 2s. 11d. Delivered to the reeve of Taunton castle, £12 2s. 11d.

Winchester Pipe Roll 1409-10 for Otterford (Extract)

The account of Thomas Finehude, farmer there, for the sixth year of the translation of Henry

Beaufort’ lord bishop of Winchester, and the eleventh year of the reign of King Henry the Fourth.

Rents of assize

And for £1 19s. 2¾d. for all rents of assize at Christmas; £1 19s. 2¾d. at Easter (23 March);

£1 19s. 2¾d. at the Nativity of St John the Baptist (24 June); £1 19s. 2¾d. at Michaelmas (29

September). Total £7 16s. 11d.

Defaults of rent

In default of the watermill, formerly of Richard Fynehude, which is now granted to the farmer as

part of his farm as made clear below, 13s. 4d. Total, 13s. 4d.

Customary payments

And for 4s. 5d. from the pannage of pigs, hoggets and piglets at Martinmas this year; 4s. 6d. from

hundredpenny according to custom at Christmas; 4s. from the communal fine at Hockday (hocke

dayswhite). Total, 12s. 11d.

Annual recognizance

And for 1s. from William Benche for annual recognizance so that he may dwell outside the lord’s

demesne as long as it pleases the lord and come to the 2 law-days for the year and remain the lord’s

villein as before; 1s. from John, son of William Bynche, the lord’s villein, so that he may dwell out-

side the lord’s liberty as long as it pleases the lord and come to the 2 law-days and remain the lord’s

villein as before; 6d. from John, son of William Havene, the lord’s villein, so that he may dwell

outside the lord’s liberty as long as it pleases the lord and come to the 2 law-days for the year and

remain the lord’s villein as before. Total, 2s. 6d.

Perquisites of the fair

And for 1s. 4½d. for the moiety of the profits of the fairs of St Leonard this year and the other

moiety is granted to the farmer as part of his farm. Total, 1s. 4½d.

Farms

And for £7 for the farm of the manor of Otterford, with the mill there with its appurtenances,

demised to the farmer at the lord’s will, saving therefrom to the lord the rents and services of the

said manor, with the increment of rent of the same manor when it should fall due, and entry and

marriage fines, heriots, perquisites of court, hundredpenny, the communal fine at Hockday,

pannage of foreign pigs, and the moiety of the profits of the fair, market-stalls and strays there,

on condition that the farmer has the amercement of his corn. Total, £7.

The Pipe Roll of the Bishopric of Winchester 1301-2, ed. M. Page (Hampshire Record Series 14 1996)
The Pipe Roll of the Bishopric of Winchester 1409-10, ed. M. Page (Series 16 1999 forthcoming)
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Church Farm and St. Leonard’s Church (mid C20). Source : George Loud

Tithe Map 1843 of Church Farm showing
farmhouse and buildings prior to alterations carried
out later in the 19th century. Dotted lines are foot-
paths to the old Smithy on the west and another to
the back of the church. The dark line shows the leat
from the River Otter which fed the water mill
situated at rear of outbuildings.

Door of smoking chamber within
the inglenook at Church Farm.
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Bowen’s Map of Somerset
1750 showing Priors Park.
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6. Taunton Priory

Provision for the religious needs of The Manor of Taunton Deane was, from the
9th century, provided by a minster church in Taunton, originally founded by
Queen Frithogyth of the West Saxons. Between 1120 and 1125 Bishop William
Gyffarde converted the Minster to a Priory of Augustinian Black Canons. It was
his powerful successor, Bishop Henry de Blois (grandson to William the
Conqueror, Chancellor of England, and brother of King Stephen), who made a
grant in 1158 for a new site for a priory outside the eastern boundary, near the
church of St. James. This same grant included “one carucate of land [120 acres] in
Pitumistre and the church there, and the chapel of Otriforde, and common of
pasture over all the bishop’s waste in Blakedone and Otriforde, and elsewhere in
the bishop’s land all the year, for all the canons’ beasts and their men’s beasts in
Blakedone and Otriforde.”1 Extensive lands and churches ensured that the priory
was important not only for its ecclesiastical authority, it was also the centre of a
large estate, the revenue in 1444 being a considerable fortune at £146 13s 4d. One
source of revenue came from the burial of all the inhabitants of the Manor of
Taunton Deane, it has been suggested that this was at Castle Green initially, and
later at the new cemetery created near Cannon Street. What is more certain is that
Otterford was able to bury its parishioners in the churchyard from 1446.

From the extensive lands around Pitminster the Priory developed fishponds, and a
grange farm (Barton Grange), also a deer park from which Prior’s Park Wood gets
its name. Its size in 1791 was nearly 120 acres and contained “a great number of
very fine large oaks”2. It is likely that the croft next to the source of the River
Otter described in 1367 as belonging to the Prior of Taunton was created from
‘the Lord’s Waste’, this croft was then known as Ewilme, and now called Yalham.

The daughter churches of the priory such as Otterford were served by
“impoverished chantry priests or parochial chaplains”3, few enjoyed the status of a
vicar. There were in 1338-9 twenty-five Augustine canons, which by the 16th
century had dwindled to only twelve. The dissolution of the monasteries took
place in 1539 under Henry VIII, and many stories of violence and hardship
ensued. The last Prior and cannons at Taunton surrendered quietly after 700
years. These institutions were disposed of, some were demolished like Taunton
Priory, and the proceeds went into the Treasury of the bankrupt King Henry. The
tithes for Otterford normally due to the Priory were sold into private hands for
xxxijs (32 shillings). Sir William Portman was one of the commissioners appointed
to value the possessions of the Priory, and afterwards he was able to acquire a
substantial Somerset estate. Others also benefited as lands and property were
granted to Sir Francis Bryan and Matthew Coltehirst, and Humphrey Colles built
himself a great house (Barton Grange) in 1543 on the Priory’s former grange farm
near Corfe.

                            [1]  Taunton Priory  Proceedings Vol.88  1942   S.A.N.H.S.

                            [2]   J. Collinson  1791  The History and Antiquities of Somerset. 

                            [3]  Tom Mayberry  1998  The Vale of Taunton Past   Phillimore. 

                  [4]  Thomas Hugo 1860  History of Taunton Priory   J.R. Smith London & Taunton.

                            [5]   Robin Bush  1980  Article in The Archaeology of Taunton  Ed. P. Leach
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7. The Medieval Church

The earliest mention of a local parish church is “the chapel of Otriforde” (see
previous Article) which became part of the Priory possessions in 1158, and was a
daughter church of Pitminster before the dissolution of the monasteries. Little is
known about those years or even how our present church was financed and built.

The Church of St. Leonard is built of local chert stone, with a suggested date of
14th century given in the Grade II Listings. The medieval aspects are revealed in
the Early English style of trefoil windows and the simplicity of the chancel and
nave which are set slightly askew. An interesting stone crafted piscina can be found
on the south wall which would have been used to wash the chalice ceremonially,
the chalice itself dates from Elizabethan times. The chancel has a ribbed 16th
century barrel vaulted roof, and the altar table has been identified as Jacobean
(early 17th century). The church bells are a pre-reformation ring of three, and a
rare example. They were cast by the Exeter Medieval foundry c.1430-1500, and
inscribed in Latin (translated as follows) “To me is given Jesus that beloved name”
and “Protect, Holy Virgin Saint Mary, those whom I call together”1. A fourth bell
was added in 1676 by Thomas Purdue, the founder for the Exeter Cathedral bells.

It is difficult today to appreciate how the church dominated the affairs of the
community. By the 14th and 15th centuries control was enforced by church
courts - parishioners could be tried for failure to attend church, for adultery,
superstition, heresy or even witchcraft. Before the Reformation under Henry VIII
the services were conducted in Latin, there were no hymns, sermons were rare, and
communion only once a year. The Church had its year-long festivals other than at
Christmas and Easter, such as Candlemas, Ash Wednesday, Palm Sunday, and the
Rogation days leading up to Ascension Day. There may have also been other
celebratory days, like May Day, or St. George’s Day. The only evidence available is
the “communal fine at Hockday” (second Tuesday after Easter), and the “moiety
of the profits of the fair” (see page 7) which would have been held on the saint’s
day of St. Leonard, November 6th.

Of the clergy who served the church, records are sparse, one exception is Chaplain
Dominus Stephanus who was licenced in 1449. Few would be wealthy enough to
leave a will, as did Sir John Ferthynge (Chaplain) in 1446, leaving 3s 4d each to
the churches of Bokeland, Pytmestre and Otterford, and 6s 8d to the convent of
Taunton, and requesting that he be buried in the Church of Otterford. John
Rawlyns of Otterford Parsonage also left a will in 1581. Prominent local families
are buried and remembered in 17th century epitaphs on the floor of the church,
such as Alexander Hill of Haine who died in 1620, and many to the Combe
family dating from 1621.

                           [1]  John Scott  1990   Report on Otterford church bells         

                  [2]  J.H.Bettey  1987   Church and Parish

                   [3]  Medieval Wills  Vol.19  S.R.O.
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Sketch and colour wash of St. Leonard’s Church 1848 by William Walter Wheatley before
renovation 1861. Reproduced by kind permission of Somerset Archaeology and Natural History
Society from the Braikenridge Collection, Courtauld Institute.

Detail of Jacobean altar table
Willie family chest tombs -

of Fyfett, 17th century

of Woodend, 18th century

of Whatley, 19th century

Internal view of
chancel with C16
barrel vaulted roof.
Given as C14 in the
Grade II Listings,
some windows have
perpendicular trac-
ery of C15.
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Map based on Davidson (Notes on the County Boundary) drawn in 1882.

Approximate line of new roads 1777and 1851.

- - - Current boundary line.

   ❋              Tumuli.

  ❶           Boundary metes - see text opposite.

A Turnpiked Roads - see Article 30.

___
Key
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8. The 1367 Boundary Dispute

The boundaries of Otterford which were delineated in the Saxon Charter of
A.D.854 (Article 4) were redefined some five centuries later, due to a dispute that
had arisen over manorial territory between Somerset and Devon. Otterford was
part of this dispute because the parish boundary on the south and west had
become the County boundary (this was before Churchstanton was transferred to
Somerset in 1896). It was reported that “great evils and grievances” were
committed between those living in Cheristanton (Churchstanton) in Devon and
those living in Tanton (Otterford and Pitminster parishes combined) in Somerset.
It appeared that over the passage of time the metes and bounds had in several
places disappeared. Thus, in order to restore “peace and tranquillity” King Edward
III ordered a perambulation to be made from the boundary of Buckland St. Mary
in the east to the boundary of Buckland Bishop in the West (West Buckland).
Persons of civil or military rank were summoned for each side, and to adjudicate
there were twelve Somerset jurors and twelve Devon jurors. Proclamations were
made (Oyez! Oyez!) as far as Barnstaple, Milverton, Totnes, Exeter, Wells, Chard,
Bridgwater, and many other places, calling upon all persons whom it might
concern to attend and give evidence.

Whilst this perambulation was made in 1367, it was not recorded in full until 19
years later in 1386 in the reign of Richard II, the sovereign whose hunting emblem
embellishes the old porch at Hayne (Article 16).

 J. Bridge Davidson  1882   Proceedings   Notes on the County Boundary   S.A.N.H.S

Extract from Davidson :

    Channel of the stream below Yertyngebrygge ❶, along a ditch towards
the west...(From here the boundary was indicated by certain oak
trees, wells and ditches, following the line of Landshoreweye, an
old lane which skirted the boundary, Article 38).

    To the south side of Putland (old Pitlands Inn) where the road
branches into two and where a landmark has been made in the shape
of a well...❷

    Straight to the west, by Lansehoresweye as far as to Crosweyheued ❸

    Thence as the ditch proceeds by Lansehoresweye... as far as to Suth-
churchampford...❹ (This ford was called Otriford in A.D.854)

    As far as to Wykepol  ❺ (site of Otterhead Estate) thence ascending
towards the north, by Ewilm-Lake, to the spring called Ewilme ❻
thence to a corner of a Croft of the Prior of Taunton (Yalham)... ❼

    To Payneshurne, towards the north; thence descending by the
Saltresweye ❽ to the Whiteweye (now Whitewall Corner) ❾
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9. Otterford Lay Subsidy Returns

By the end of the 13th century it had been acknowledged that land ownership was
not the only indication of the wealth of a person. As a result a new tax called ‘Lay
Subsidy’ was introduced which was levied on the movable items of ‘lay’ persons.
Certain items of property necessary to a person’s livelihood were exempted such as
a knight’s armour and riding horses, and a merchant’s investment capital. Those
people that were too poor did not pay and those of ‘the cloth’ were excluded as
they had their own tax. Reproduced below are two sets of Lay Subsidy Returns for
the parish.

1327 - Otreforde1              1641/2 - Otterford2        

De Willelmo le Couhard 12d Jn Coventree 11s 11d   
Willemo atte Watere 12d Thomas Hillard   8s   3d  
Gilberto Calwe 12d Markes Drake   4s   7d  
Waltero Gostelye 13d Agnes Willey 11s 11d  
Johanne le Faunk   8d Joan Combe   3s   8d  
Waltero Fithude   6d Thomas Vincent   4s   1d    
 Adam Godard   6d Wm Combe jun.   6s   5d  
Roberto le Drapere   6d Robert Grigg 11s   5d  
Roberto le Payour   7d John Grigg   2s   3d
Richardo Jordan   7d William Grigg   2s   9d
Richardo le Bek   6d Robert Willey   4s   7d    
  Total                             7s   5d Alice Grigg wid.   5s 11d    
       Edmond Combe   7s   9d    
          Leonard Trott   4s   8d    
          Thomas Vincent   2s   3d    
          Robert Vincent   1s 10d    
          Chris Warren                    £1  2s   0d    
           Wm Combe                      £1  6s   1d     
          John Warren 16s  0d     
                                                   Total                                £7 18s  4d

The names in the 1327 list indicate the pervading French influence following the
Norman invasion by William in 1066. By 1641 the names have been Anglicised,
for example, earlier forms of the names Combe and Trott appear as ‘de Combe’
and ‘Trotte’, and it can be seen that Vincent is made up of two French words.
Warren is also Anglo-French, the old Northern French being ‘warenne’. Of the
five wealthiest families shown in the second list, the Combe family paid the
highest tax on their moveable items, they lived at Fyfet (Lower), and neighbours of
Agnes Willie who lived opposite at Fyfett (Higher). Thomas Hillard lived at
Hayne, his epitaph dated 1647 can be found on the chancel floor of St. Leonards
Church. The Warren family were connected to Rooks, and perhaps also to Warren
House (now demolished) and they left their name on Warrens Farm, formerly
known as Warren’s and Every’s. The Griggs held Otterford Mill as well as their
own farm, still called Griggs Farm today.

                                  [1]  1327  Lay Subsidy Returns   S.R.S.  Vol 3  1889

                                  [2]   A.J.Howard 1641/2 Lay Subsidy Returns   Stoate  1975
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Higher Whatley Grade II Listed as C17. Stone inscription over porch door reads “Let
wisdom always flourish, and folly ever cease, for wisdom’s ways are pleasantness and all her
paths are peace”. House has a peaked doorframe and stud and panel partition to living room
suggesting early C17 (Gilson study 1982). Thatched roof under corrugated iron.

Large inglenook fireplace which in 1662-1689 would have attracted a Hearth Tax of two
shillings per annum. On left hand side of hearth is a brick lined bread oven with iron door.
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Higher Whatley farmyard which was called ‘Barton’ in the Tithe Map of 1843. Small barn at
rear is dated 1819.

Painting by Frederica Tyrrell (c.1960) showing rear of small barn above. The plot behind the
barn was generally called ‘Mow Barton’ for each of the farms in the Tithe Map Apportion-
ment where presumably the ricks were made. Mow (OE) = stack of grain, and Barton (OE) =
barley enclosure.
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10. Events Surrounding the Civil War

At the time of the Civil War in the 1640’s this area was staunchly in support of
Parliament. Although fought between ‘Royalists’ and ‘Parliamentarians’, the causes
were not political alone, there were also very deep rooted religious causes as well as
economic ones, and in spite of the nearest military action being in Taunton,
events surrounding this war did effect Otterford. Just before outbreak of hostilities
following the fear of the possibility of “an arbitrary and tyrannical government”,
Parliament decided that every man in the country should swear an oath: “to live
and die for the true Protestant religion, the liberties and rights of subjects, and the
privilege of Parliaments”1 and anyone refusing was seen as unfit to hold office in
church and state. Reproduced below is a list of those who signed the oath.

1641/42 Otterford Protestation Oath Returns 2

Ashford, Richard Doble, Robert Spiller, John        
Austin, Thomas Fox, William Symons, Henry    
Baker, Francis Gore, George Toler, Robert   
Bearnes, Abel Grigge, Edmund Troode,Matthew
Blackmore, Thomas Grigge, Robert Trott, Francis       
Booby, Francis Grigge, William Trott, Henry         
Booby, William sen Hart, Robert Trott, John           
Booby, William Hill, John Trott, Leonard     
Chardge, William Hill, Thomas Trott, Leonard     
Combe, Edward Hole, John Trott, Robert         
Crost, Richard Lykey, Howell Turner, Goyen      
Crost, Robert Lykey, Morgan Vincent, George  
Culnor, Robert sen Oton, Ralph Warren, Christopher
Culner, Robert jun Paull, Thomas Warren, George        
Dabinott, John Price, Edward Warren, John           
Dabinott, Thomas Rychardes, William Williams, David        
Dener, Peter Saunidge, George Willy, Robert          
Doble, Robert sen Somerish, John Willy, Thomas

William Colman - Curate  William Combe - Churchwarden  
Thomas Hillard - Churchwarden John Grigge - Overseer

Following the war, Parliament abolished the monarchy, and Charles I was
beheaded. The period between 1649 and 1660 is known as the Commonwealth
Period, when England became a republic under which the House of Lords was
abolished, and the Anglican Church was replaced by a National Church of Puritan
persuasion. Of more local interest, in 1651 Otterford Farm (Church Farm) was
sold to Roger Hill of Poundisford Park for the sum of £484 2s 6d “the sale thereof
for the use of the Commonwealth”3. In fact this man became Baron of the
Exchequer under Cromwell and later ‘lord’ of the Manor of Taunton Deane for
the Commonwealth period only. With the restoration of the monarchy and
Charles II accepted as King a change of allegiance was expected. Those not sworn
to the king were presented at court, such as happened in 1661 in Otterford when
the Tithingman reported the following men: William Hill, William Grige, Robert
Grig, Robert Otten, and George Dommett.

         [1]  Terrick Fitzhugh  1988  The Dictionary of Genealogy   Alphabooks

                                  [2]   A.J. Howard  1641/42 Protestation Oath Returns    Stoate  1975 

                                  [3]   Sale of Otterford Farm 1651/2   DD/X/WA C392a No.12   S.R.O.                

                                  [4]   Petitions in Manor of Taunton Deane    DD/SP H/6   S.R.O.
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11. Early Non-Conformism

Following the restoration of the monarchy in 1660, the Anglican Church was re-
established, however, there were many who refused to accept the doctrines and
flocked instead to non-conformist conventicles. These were regarded with great
suspicion by the authorities and made illegal by various acts of parliament, forcing
many of the dissenters to adopt ‘cloak and dagger’ techniques in order to avoid
persecution. Arrest and imprisonment was a common occurrence, the Quakers
suffered particularly as they persistently refused to ‘swear on oath’. The Baptists
were known to meet in woodland as was the case for the Newhouse Meeting in
Upottery. Newhouse Baptist Church was founded in 1652 situated on the
Upottery boundary with Churchstanton. Newhouse provides a good example of
how early Non-conformists out-manoeuvered the authorities, it was built next to a
cottage with an interconnecting door to allow hasty exit of the preacher at the
approach of the justices, and its location near three old county boundaries made
escape from prosecution possible, taking sanctury in Somerset, Devon, or Dorset
(until 1836 there was an island of Dorset in the vacinity).

In 1672/73 Thomas Warren was granted a licence to hold dissenter meetings at
“the house of Thomas Warren, Otterford”1 (its location not known). This was
made possible under the Declaration of Indulgence which stipulated that a licence
was required for all Non-Conformist/dissenter meeting places. This was a
Presbyterian conventicle, and it is thought that Bishopswood may have been an
enclave for Presbyterians where, in these hills, they could be sufficiently removed
from officialdom and in some safety. Matthew Warren, born in Otterford, son of
John and Amy Warren, was also licensed in 1672 at Withypool. He was previously
the Curate of Downhead, Doulting, one of the 2000 ministers ejected for not
complying with the 1662 Act of Uniformity. This act excluded Non-conformist
Preachers from the so-called National Church and also from the National
Universities. Consequently, Matthew set up an academy for educating the sons of
Non-conformists and to train laymen for the dissenting ministry. Believed to have
started in Otterford before 1671, it had moved with him in 1687 to Taunton and
developed into “one of the most celebrated in all the west”.2

This period of toleration very soon came to an end, the licences were revoked and
oppression returned. In 1679 Thomas Warren, John Boles, Thomas Willy and six
others were fined 1d at court for some misdemeanor which could have been for
simply not attending the parish church. At Taunton in 1683 Mayor Stephen
Timewell ordered the destruction of the Presbyterian Meeting House known as
‘Poles’ in Paul Street (erected as recently as 1672), and also the main Baptist
Meeting House in the town. It was this constant persecution which partly sparked
off the Monmouth Rebellion, and it was not until the succession of William and
Mary to the throne and the Toleration Act of 1689 that the situation eased.

 [1]  Thomas George Crippin  1913  The Story of Non-conformity in Somerset.

                       [2]   Robin Bush 1977  The Book of Taunton   Barracuda Books.             

                       [3]   Pastor W.T. Andress  1932  The History of Newhouse Upottery               

                       [4]   Tom Mayberry  1998  The Vale of Taunton Past   Phillimore

                       [5]   Malcolm Bonnington  1992  Chard Baptists   Forum Books
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Extract from ‘The Story of Nonconformity in Somerset’ by Thomas Crippen 1914,
regarding Matthew Warren (c.1670):

During the persecution he was often sought, and once experienced a singular
preservation. He had gone to a certain place for safety, and his wife had a strong
presentiment that if he remained there he would certainly be taken. She therefore sent
him a written message, “to return at once, or he might never see her more”. Supposing
that she was seized with a dangerous illness, he hastened homeward, and had not got
out of sight of his late retreat when it was beset by those who were sent to apprehend
him.

Warrens Farm A 100 acre farm in 1919. Called Cuckolds Pit during C19 (see map
page 58). Formerly called Warren’s and Every’s in C18. Family names Warren and Every
appear in 1690 Taxation Records.

Warren House situated in the north of the parish between Feltham and Holman Clavel
now demolished. O.S. Map 1888 1:2,500 (reduced).
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Door to roadside well (1982), the
original water source for both
Higher and Lower Whatley before
1919.

Cider press in use until 1982.
The process of apple crushing was
mechanised by Fred Shire using a
pulley system and wheels from a
fowl house.

Lower Whatley Grade II Listed as late C16 to early C17. Thatched roof replaced by
corrugated iron. Upstairs windows set low. Plank and muntin screen to cross passage hall.

Sketch by Catherine Ruthven 1991
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12. Aftermath of the Rebellion

            Alexander Townsend  of Otterford, tried at Taunton by                   
                   Judge Jeffreys;  transported from Weymouth on the                        
                  ‘Jamaica Merchant’ to Barbados; there by March 12th.1

Alexander Townsend was tried for being part of the Monmouth Rebellion of
1685. In this year the Duke of Monmouth, the illegitimate son of Charles II,
landed by ship at Lyme Regis in a region where he felt he would find active
assistance for his ill-advised quest to topple the Catholic King James II. His
rebellion is seen as a belated instalment of the Civil War and about “liberty of
conscience and freedom of worship”2. Further, Monmouth promised a democratic
monarchy as opposed to the oppressive and autocratic rule of James.

Of the 4000 rebels that joined Monmouth many came from the strongholds of
Non-Conformity, those who had suffered much since the end of the Common-
wealth period. “The west country had seen its ministers hounded, killed and
imprisoned, its chapels destroyed and its people heavily fined and persecuted for
their beliefs.”2 Support for his cause also came from this locality “More fascinating
are the reports from the wild, little known uplands of the Blackdown country
between the valley of the Axe and the vale of Taunton Deane. Villages in this
remote tract were among those that sent numerous recruits to Monmouth’s
force.”3

The Rebellion collapsed at the Battle of Sedgemoor, and the Government swiftly
dealt with Monmouth’s supporters in a series of harsh assizes under the auspices of
Lord Chief Justice George Jeffreys. A Quaker prisoner in 1685 witnessed the
treatment meted out to those captured: “It was such a piece of treachery to betray
them out of their lives...Some were terrified into confessing in hopes of pardon,
and then hanged, whom otherwise they could have had little against”1. In
Taunton, Judge Jeffreys dealt with 514 prisoners of whom 144 were condemned
to death and 284 were sentenced to transportation. Assizes were also held at
Dorchester, Exeter, and Wells. Altogether around 800 people (including
Alexander Townsend) were transported for being party to the rebellion, and some
300 people were condemned to be “drawne, hanged and quartered”1 including 10
at Crewkerne, and 12 at each town of Ilminster, Chard, and Bridgwater. The
dismembered corpses of these latter unfortunates were boiled in salt and tarred to
avoid premature rotting and then displayed at busy cross roads near towns and
villages of the region, earning the title ‘The Bloody Assizes’. Despite this, it was
possible to buy a pardon as did one Henry Quick of Upottery, the rate being £60
to £100. Records for neighbouring parishes: 8 people were tried from Buckland St.
Mary, 4 from Churchstanton, 56 from Pitminster, 6 from Corfe, 7 from
Yarcombe, and 33 from Upottery. The result of these troubles left the counties of
Somerset, Dorset and East Devon bereft of some two thousand men a large
proportion of whom were Non-conformists.                        

                      [1]   W. Macdonald Wigfield  1985   The Monmouth Rebels  S.R.S.

                      [2]  C. Raleigh-Mander  Feb.1994  The Monmouth Rebellion  Dev. Fam. Historian.

                      [3]   B. Little  1956  The Monmouth Episode    Werner Laurie
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13. Survey of Otterford 1680

Amongst the records of the Bishops of Winchester’s estate is an ancient ledger
containing a survey of the lands and dwellings belonging to the Bishop for the
parish of Otterford. It gives the names of the tenants and their predecessors, some
of the properties are unnamed and yet others are unrecognisable today, such as

Holemoor, Crosshay, Booby’s, Youndland, Dudbaes, Brodbere. The name Anders
Lane is a corruption of ‘Andrews Land’ which was a “holding of one messuage and
one ffarthinge of bondland called Andrews Land late William Combe”. The name
Carters survived until the last century, the site of the walled garden of Otterhead
Estate, and described as a “holding of one five acker and one cottage with
curtillage and two ackers of overland called Carters”.

The Combe family held between them the largest number of properties and land.
One of them was Waterhayes, the description reading “Giles Combe.....holding
one messuage and one ffarthinge of bondland called Waterhays late William
Combe”. This same Giles held two “cottages with their appurtenances to the use
of the poore people of the parish of Otterford”. Robert Willye held “one messuage
and one ffive acker tenament of bondland foretime George Grigg called Lake”. He
also held “one messuage and one ffarthing of bondland....called Pittland”. The
Grigg family, whose name lingers on at Griggs Farm, had several holdings,
amongst which were “one Grist Mill late William Grigg and foretime Thomas
Goodens”. Symon Zano held “a watercourse upon the Lords Waste to his mill”
(the Lords Waste referred to uncultivated common land). This man (or his son)
is also connected to Griggs Farm as SZ initials are inscribed on a building with the
dates 1732 and 1736.

An analysis of the survey reveals who were the major families and how many
properties they held between them: Combe (10), Willie (8), Grigg (6), Smith (4),
Warren (4), and Every (1), with other minor holdings a total of 38 properties were
recorded. The measurement of land is not straightforward, one ffarthinge of
bondland means a quarter of yardland, and a yardland is a quarter of a hide. A
hide was the amount of land which could be ploughed in a year using an eight-ox
team. The measurement therefore varies with soil quality, and the ffarthinge of
bondland could be anything from five to ten acres. Bondland was property held
from ancient times on which ‘customs of the manor’ applied, whereas Overland
referred to more recently cultivated land where medieval customs did not apply.

    Survey of Otterford  1680 DD/S P. 33l  S.R.O.
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Griggs Farm On the left is the old cattleshed,
and on the right a building dated 1732 and 1736.
SZ may refer to the Simon Zano in the 1680
survey. This must have been the original farm-
house, as a new farmhouse was built and described
as modern in 1919.

Martins Farm Considered one of the oldest farmhouses in the parish. The cross passage
hall has stud and panel partition to main room.



25

14. Extracts from Legal Papers

1611 Reference to Thomas Hole of Pitminster who meets John Gill on hill
near Otterford farm; they ride towards Buckland, coursing their dogs on
Castle Moor. Quarter Session Papers

1615 Petition of Giles Priste to Sir R. Norton: “At the last law day...the
tithingmen of Otterford did present that your said suppliant did unjustly
charge the Lord’s Common in the tithing aforesaid (overgraze his cattle)
wherein they think your suppliant cannot of Right do. So it is, if it may
please your Worship, that any Tenant of the said manor have, time out
of the memory of man, at their pleasure used the Common with their
Cattle, as well in the Common of Otterford as in all other the Commons
of the Lord of this Manor of Taunton Deane.” DD/SP H/62

1625 “The humble Peticon of Henry Trott of Otterford sheweth unto yr. poore
peticoner, about Easter last, had by casuall means both his Dwelling
house burnt and the greate parte of all his goods and poore Substance
consumed; by meanes whereof himself, his wyefe and Children are all
brought into extreame povertie, and like very shortly to undergoe much
want as by the relacon of Willm. Combe, Willm. Grigge, Robert Grigge
& Edmond Courte, his neer neighbrs. and p.sionrs. maie manifestly
appeare, unless there be some Charitable Course taken for their p.sent
releife.” Quarter Session Papers

1631 List of Jurymen includes three men of Otterford: William Cumbe,
Thomas Hillard and Christopher Warren. Quarter Session Papers

1633 Information laid against Thomas Evans of Otterford, yeoman, and
Willm. Mockeridge of Pitminster, yeoman, for buying Corne in ground,
as Partners (this the offence of ‘forestalling’). Quarter Session Papers

1659 Information of Symon Spiller and Walter Easton of Yarcombe
concerning the incontinent behaviour of John Combe and Jane Mutter
of Otterford. Q.S.Records Vol 111. Harbin 1912

1668 Information of John Ffoxwell of Otterford taken upon oath before
Edward Combe Esq one of his Majesties Justices, who sayeth “That on
Saturday the 13th of ffebruary last past, he was at Taunton Markett and
in the way coming home.....and John Sandower of the sd parish of
Otterford with several others onder foot.....gave then much ill
language....And the said John Sandower unlighted off his horse, and fell
upon this Informant and beat him and strook him downd in the highway
under the horseshead, and threatned to choak this Informant.
Whereupon this informant chargeth him the said John Sandower with
assaulting and beating him in the highway aforesaid...” Q.S.R. 112/11
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1680 “Petition of Prudence Hill re surrender in 1674 of a messuage and five acre
tenement called ‘Little Sniffe’ and 2 closes of land containing seven acres
called ‘Great Sniffe’ in the tithing of Otterford by Alice Grigg, to
William Grigg her son, on condicon...that Wm Grigg paid the sum of
ffourty pounds unto your petitioner, but he refuseth to pay the same,
pretending that he ought not to pay it, for that your petitioner is under
age and unable to give a discharge.” Grand Jury appoint Guardians, to
whom the money must be paid or the land will be sequestered.

D/SP 18/1-128

1693 Present John Michell deceased upon surrending Estate and Richard
Warren Tennant. A conditional Herriott of Three pounds to be paid
Michaelmas next to the Reeve, according to the Custome of the manor.

John Willie, Tithingman DD/SP 34

1702 A Bill of Regiens (in reality a Bill of Allegiance, where the manorial
tenant was obliged to pay homage and swear allegiance to his lord).
“Presented by the tythingman att the Courtt Leat and Court Barron held
at Taunton ye sixteen day of Aprill. (For Otterford) John Bool, Petter
Pool, Joseph ffoxwill, Jeremiah Hellier, John Moulton, Hugh Boole.”

Henry Smith, Tythingman DD/SP 18/1-128

1704 Petition of Thomas Hillacre of Otterford to inherit lands of his father,
John Hillacre, refused until “all the encroachments made on the
commons and wastes by his late father or himself within the Manor and
lying in the parish of Otterford be thrown open again to Common
according to the said Thomas Hillacre’s promise.” D/SP H/62

1724 Examination of pauper. John Warren, Labourer. Borne in the parish of
Yarcombe...there lived until he was about thirty years of age, then went
into parish of Otterford, where he lived in covenanted service about
seven years and then went into parish of Trull... DD/SP 18/1-128

1739 Henry Combe presented for enclosing about 3 acres to his own use,
which ought to lie open for the benefit of the Tenants of Otterford who
have right of common there. DD/SP/24

1766 Land Tax for parishes of Taunton Deane: Otterford to pay £109.17.02.
Angersleigh £53.12.0. Pitminster £403.12.0, and Taunton Borough
£726.03.0.

1784 Examination of pauper, Henry Doble, Carpenter, with wife Betty and
children Mary and John. He was born at Churchstanton in Devon and
never served any apprenticeship but when 14 or 15 went to Otterford,
and lived as a covenanted servant with Elizabeth Billing, widow, near 2
years under wages of 30/- a year.

               Above information provided by the late Joan Peadem of Blagdon.

       Q.S. Papers are published by Somerset Record Society and

          other reference numbers to be found at Somerset Record Office.
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Lower Fyfett (c.1992) The farmhouse was rebuilt (it is said at a cost of 1d a stone)
using original materials from the old house, such as the windows, which in 1780 attracted a
window tax of £3 13s. The dairy is possibly the oldest structure left. Grade II Listed.

Tithe Map 1843 showing ground plan of Lower Fyfett, the Combe family home
for 200 years.

O.S. Map 1904 showing new layout and changes to Lower Fyfett 1858 - 1886.
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15. The Combe family of Fyfet

In St. Leonard’s Church, along the nave, there are a number of memorial slabs
commemorating members of the Combe family of Fyfet dating from the 17th
century. They record the deaths of William Combe (1643), Elizabeth and Mary
his daughters (1633 and 1646), Joan his wife (1667), Giles his son (1677), and
Giles and James his grandsons (1677 and 1695). Records show that Fyfet was their
family home, this was the mansion house which previously stood on the site of
Lower Fyfett Farm. At that time, both Higher Fyfett and Lower Fyfett were both
known simply as Fyfet. The Combes held high rank, in 1604 Giles Combe was
considered for the position of Constable of the Manor of Taunton Deane, and in
1668 Edward Combe was one of his Majesty’s Justices (for Charles II).

The Otterford Lay Subsidy Returns (see Article 9) showed that William Combe
paid the highest subsidy and Joan his wife was also included in the returns, making
them the wealthiest family in the parish. When Joan died she left ten shillings to
the poor of the parish, the money to be taken yearly from the ‘Fyfitt’ estate. At at
the time of the 1680 Survey of Otterford, the Combe family held the greatest
number of properties. They also owned estates elsewhere - in Churchstanton, and
the manor of Westcombeland in Buckland St. Mary, also lands in Upottery and
Yarcombe. Further afield, they owned the manors of Donyatt and Zeal-Hilcombe.
By the 18th century they also owned an estate at Earnshill, near Langport, and
whole streets and houses in Bristol. They also held the tithes of Otterford in 1785
which since the demise of Taunton Priory had been in private hands.

William’s grandson, Henry, became a merchant in Bristol. It is understood that he
was involved in the slave trade and indeed his brothers William and John died in
Jamaica. Henry eventually retired to Fyfet and died there in 1727. He was not
buried in St. Leonard’s Church, his body was transported to Bristol for burial. His
son, another Henry, became Mayor of Bristol in 1740 and it was this Henry who
had the grand mansion built at Earnshill. This then became the family seat, and is
where the family still reside. By this time Fyfet no longer reflected the considerable
wealth of the family, even so, the Day and Masters Map of 1782 illustrated it as a
‘Gentlemens Seat or Noted house’. The Combe family retained Fyfet until 1800,
when it was surrendered as a ‘customary estate’ of the Manor of Taunton Deane.

Considerable changes to the building took place during mid-19th century, when
large portions of the buildings were demolished and the remaining structure
remodelled, using original materials including the 17th century mullion windows.
Deeds of Lower Fyfett indicate that the owner Reverend Copleston (of Offwell
Rectory, Honiton), was responsible for these alterations. The stable and coach
house are thought to date from the 18th century and described as “an un-
expectedly grand block” in the Grade II Listings, no doubt in keeping with the
status of the Combe family.

                   [1]  Combe Mss  Documents  S.R.O.

                                               [2]  Grade II Listing. 

                                               [3]  Survey of Lower Fyfett Farm   S.A.N.H.S.  Nov 1993.
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16. Hayne

Hayne is on the northern boundary of Otterford in the position of having some of
the garden lying in Corfe parish and some of the land in Buckland St. Mary. The
earliest reference to Hayne appears as Haga (meaning hedged enclosure) in the
Saxon Charter A.D.854. The boundary description for Corfe reads “An Gemaer
Hagan to Hrimwoldes Beorge” (along the Game Enclosure to Hrimwold’s Barrow),
and again in the Pitminster Charter of A.D.938/941 “on thone Ealdan Hagan” (to
the old Game Enclosure).1 In 1251 Hayne was grouped with Feltham when both
names appear in a small separate ‘Custumal’ in the Manor of Taunton Deane
accounts (see note on Feltham in the Appendix). Even as late as 1566 Hayne
appeared under the Tithing of Stoke St. Mary in a Survey written in Latin.

The families who lived at Hayne played less prominent role in Otterford than did
the Combes, however, their undoubted status can be judged by the large 17th
century epitaphs in the prime position on the floor of the chancel of St. Leonard’s
Church. These are to the Hill and Hillard families, the Hills appearing as tenants
of the Manor from at least 1504. The house has a long history dating from the
medieval period with many subsequent alterations. A survey carried out in 1988
found that the older structure had features “not later than 16C”, some “suggesting
a 15C date”, whilst the mouldings of the porch archway were “more typical of a
14C date”.2 The presence of a garderobe (medieval closet and toilet) on the first
floor is evidence of a dwelling of superior status, when the great hall of the house
would be open to the roof. Above the porch is a carved panel said to be the White
Hart hunting emblem of Richard II (1377-1399) flanked by spiral pillars topped
with crowns. The emblem is considered to be representative of the period, even
though there have been embellishments and reworking, however no other
supporting evidence exists of any connection with Richard II.

Changes were made after 1846 such as the roof being raised, the projecting
chimney stack removed and many of the outbuildings demolished. The interior
retains some interesting 19th century elements such as a butler’s pantry with
Georgian cupboards, a Victorian bathroom upstairs with a separate ablution where
maids could dispose of slops, and a cast-iron range in the kitchen as advertised in
Mrs Beaton’s Cookery Book published 1861. When the new road passed by the
west of the house the original front became redundant and so a new extension and
facade was built on the west c.1902, and a new entrance way created facing the
new road. A complete wing was added to the northern end in 1919 housing six
bedrooms for either a retinue of maids or for several children, for whom a
miniature ampitheatre in the grounds was designed. Another feature is the amount
of stabling facilities in the grounds - a cobbled yard with six traditional stables and
a Victorian block for six horses, and a further 20th century range for 12 polo
ponies built by Claude Ward Jackson 1924-1932 who hunted and played polo.

          [1]  G. B. Grundy  1935  The Saxon Charters of Somerset  S.A.N.H.S.

  [2]  Report on Hayne  by Commander Williams 1988.

                 With grateful thanks to Mr. & Mrs. Taylor of Hayne for information and access      

                                   and to Tom Mayberry of S.R.O for his assistance.
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Hayne A water colour c.1850 of the original front of the
building, by Agnes Pennell (student of a school at Corfe).
Reproduced by kind permission of William Piers. A/ADO1 SRO

Hunting emblem of Richard II above porch. The hart has lost
its antlers in the reworking.

Photograph below from the same viewpoint. The small
garderobe window can be seen on the right. Grade II Listed
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Waterhayes c.1895 with Edmund and Lucy Aplin with daughter Jessie and two servants.
This was the original front of the house a third of which was demolished pre-1914.

Source : Ruby Smith

Following the Militia Act of 1756 each
county had to raise a quota of men selected
by ballot. Substitutes were allowed and the
following is an example of Thomas Smith
of Waterhayes exercising his right.

Subdivision of Taunton and N.Curry
This is to certify that Thomas Smith of
Otterford and Yeoman in the said County
and subdivision, was chosen by lot to serve
in the Militia of the said County, and that
William Bird of Wellington, Weaver, in
the County aforesaid was, on the third day
of December 1796 sworn, enrolled, and
signed his consent to serve in the said
Militia, as his substitute.

10th December 1796 Mr. Thomas Smith
of Otterford paid Twelve Guineas and
half for a substitute, a young man, no
family, if, to the contrary at the Day of
Swearing I engage to support the family.

                                                                         
Vestry Deposits DD/MA       

Soldier under arms 1803 from the Muster Roll
of Volunteers 1805. Somerset Record Office.
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17. Inventory for Joan Smith of Waterhayes

A true and Perfect Inventory of all and Singular the Goods Chattles Rights
and Credits of Joan Smith Late of Otterford in the County of Somerset Widow,
Deceased the 21 of May last taken and appraised by us whose names are hereunto
Subscribed this fourth day of June 1778.

The Testators Books WearingApparrel andMoney in purse
In theHall Chamber oneBed Performed table board
Cheese Pan, Screen, Dressing Table and Chairs

In the Entry Chamber oneHalfHeadBeadstead Pills &
Coverlead Cheese & Cheeseracks

In theKitchenChamber twoHalfHeadBeds PerformedBed
and Table Linen Chest of Draws Cofer &Boxes In the

Brew house Chamber one TesterBeadstead MaltMill
Beam &Scales

In theButtery Chamber oneHalfheadBed Performed coffer,
& Chest

In theKitchen, Pewter, Dresser, Bacon,Racks & Citchen
Furniture

In theHall two TableBoards Library Table Chairs Clock &
WarmingPan

In theMilkHouse Brass Pans Kettles Crocks FryingPan
Trendle &Pewter Dish

In theBrewhouse Furnace Cheesewrings Cheese in wrings
Tubs & Cheese Vates

In the Malt house Hogsheads Barrels Bottles & Draught Vate
Swine in Loose
CyderWring &Mill
AQuantity of hay
Five Cows at £7 each
Debts Due to the Testatrix Due onMortgage

Due onBonds
Due onNote ofHand
ForLumber

Appraised by us the Day and year above
(signed) WilliamWestlake

James Dommett

 Smith Family Papers 1681-1853 (DD/MA 14), S.R.O. Taunton.

L S D
10 0 0

8 1 6

2 10 0

5 3 0

15 6

1 7 0

5 14 0

1 16 6

4 1 0

7 10 0
3 2 6
1 14 0
1 1 0
10 0 0
35 0 0
300 0 0
100 0 0
355 0 0

10 0
£863 6 0
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18. Local Charity

By the seventeenth century it had long been the tradition to leave money to the
poor, and this continued even after the responsibility for the relief of the poor had
been given to the elected overseers in each parish by the Poor Law of 1601. For
example, in 1646 “Mary Combe (a virgin) of Fyfet” bequeathed 10s to the church
and 10s to the poor of the parish yearly, and in 1667 her mother Joan Combe
vested the sum of £8 for the same purpose. The monies from these legacies were
still in existence many years later, paid for out of the “Fyfitt estate”. An old parish
book showed that in 1713 and 1750 these gifts were then held by certain persons
in the parish, namely, Mr. Thomas Osmond and Henry Combe Esq. respectively,
but by the time of the Charity Commissioners’ Reports (1819-1837) traces of
these gifts had been obscured.

The above plaque is to be found in St. Leonard’s Church recording a gift by John
Boles of Otterford - “Mr. John Boles of this Parish who died Feb 2nd 1769 Gave
the sum of Fifty Pounds to the Minister, Churchwarden and Overseer of the same
Parish for the time being in Trust that they and their successors Might Apply the
benefit thereof every year in the teaching Six poor Children of Six poor Families of
the Same Parish to Read.” This was our first Charity School. When this bequest
was being investigated by the Charity Commissioners the following report was
made: Sarah Willie declared “that she kept the charity school appointed by Mr.
Bowles for many years, and received the donation from year to year of the
following churchwardens: Mr. John Willie, Mr. Robert Willie, Mr. John
Valentine, and Mr. Joseph Brown, from about the year 1780 and up to 1784”. An
old parishioner, Thomas Smith (of Waterhayes) remembered a woman keeping a
school who had four children under her care, and that the churchwarden paid her
the interest of a sum of £50. According to his recollection, this money came out of
an estate called Rooks, although it was eventually lost through several changes of
ownership. The Commissioners were unable to trace the original will.

   [1]   Charity Commissioners’ Reports  (1819-1837)

                                              [2]   Otterford File, Somerset Studies Library, Taunton 
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Rooks John Boles lived here
and money out of this estate
supported a Charity School in
1769. Date stone of 1863 with
name of S. Shire on gable end
when house was extended. It
was then a small farm with the
barns and dairy sited opposite,
now demolished.

Yalham Farm c. 1954 First
mentioned in 1367 as a croft of the
Prior of Taunton. Originally cross
passage in plan. Farm buildings
converted c.1990.

Source : Frank Grabham

The domestic quarters at the rear
used to have its own staircase and
fireplace. The beam above the
latter has a cut-out into which a
long barrelled firearm or shotgun
could fit, and be easily concealed.
Underneath are two secret cellars,
reached from outside. They are
half below ground, the access door
only 3' 6" high, and a further
cellar is reached by a tiny 3' high
access hole. A small shute connects
the room upstairs to the cellar.

The farmhouse was
originally thatched, the
old roof line still visible
on the chimney stack.
Datestone of 1815 when
roof was most probably
slated. Formerly called
Rill, John Combe of Rill
buried 1594.

Rull Farm with enclosed courtyard
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19. St. Leonard's Fair

Evidence of a fair being held at Otterford has been found as early as 1409-10
when the Winchester Pipe Rolls recorded the income under ‘Perquisites of the
Fair’ “And for 1s 4½d for the moiety of the profits of the fairs of St Leonard this
year”.1 It is written in the plural, so perhaps it was held twice a year. It was
traditional for the church to hold a fair on their saint day and for Otterford it was
November 6th. This day would be sanctioned for holding a feast or fair holy day
(from which comes our holidays) and the day would be set aside for celebrations.
It was also usual to hold the fair near to the church, or in the churchyard itself,
and the sale of Church Farm in 1651 indicated that there was indeed a ‘Fair
Close’, to quote: “two closes called Court Barton and Faire Close, with the barn
thereon”.2

The fair seemed to attract people from surrounding towns and villages. An extract
from the Quarter Session Papers of 1618 reported that “men ride through
Pitminster from Otterford Fair on Leonards Day”. A further reference to the fair
was made a hundred years later in 1719 which described an incident that had
occurred there and which led to the examination on the following day of a certain
John Calway “who say that he lived in Wellington and is a weaver and that he
went to Otterford Fair with Phillip Lane to buy a fatt hogg and was at the house
of one Mathew Billing who kept a publick house there and drank a pint of ale &
that the skillett which Samuel Dunman & Joan Leath found by him is not his
neyther knows he how itt came there”.3 This statement was signed with a cross,
the mark of John Calway.

It was the Bishop of Winchester who collected the revenue for the fair, the licence
for which was usually granted by Royal consent. Even in the early 19th century
the Reeve of Otterford had to collect 6s 8d for “Issues of the Fair”. By this time
too the fair was reported to be held the last Wednesday in November (Bragg’s
Directory 1840) and the venue for the fair is suggested by the 1843 Tithe
Apportionment as being near the Holman Clavel Inn, listing an adjacent 2 acre
plot as “Fair Close”. Part of this plot was sold by the Parish and now forms the
gardens of the adjoining properties.

The last reference to the fair is given in 1880 by the Rev. J. Jackson in The
Otterford Book where he writes that “At Holmin Clavil, a place consisting of an
inn and a couple of cottages, a yearly cattle fair is held about October 29th”. It has
been suggested that this fair continued until the beginning of this century, yet no
recollections or stories have been handed down, only Sam Blackmore (b.1910)
can remember his father telling him of a Gooseberry Fair being held, and that on
the Recreation Ground opposite the Holman Clavel Inn.

                    [1]  M. Page ed. (1999 forthcoming) The Pipe Roll of the Bishopric of Winchester                  
             1409-10,  Hampshire Records Series 16.

                    [2]  Sale of Otterford Farm 1651/2  DD/X/WA C392a No.12, S.R.O.

                    [3]  Examination of John Calway 1719    Quarter Session Records 290/6.  
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Higher Fyfett Farm Turn of the century photograph of Thomas and Jane Westlake
with daughter Annie. The maid at some distance portrays the distinct social divisions of the
period. Farmhouse datestone records ‘built 1677 restored 1861’, although S.A.N.H.S survey
indicates that earliest parts date from late C15. House retains two winder staircases. Family
history relates that cheeses were made here. Grade II Listed.

Sherds of jars, dishes and pitchers of red
earthenware, dating from late C18 to early
C19, found in old orchard, and made
locally. Thought to be from either Donyatt
or Clayhidon potteries.

Track at rear of farm buildings. A higher
farm track was used by locals at the time of
the Browndown turnpiked road in order to
avoid paying the tolls.
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20. Mills of Otterford and district

Otterford is bounded on the west by the River Otter and on the east by the River
Yarty and it is along the associated spring lines that the older farmsteads are
situated. A number of mills can also be found within these river valleys, which used
to harness the power of the rivers, milling corn for both flour and animal feed
(wheat, oats, barley, and rye). In the 13th century there were two mills on the
“headwaters”1 of the Otter and Yarty rivers, one was described as being at
Otterford (Church Farm) the other at Watlegh (Otterford Mills) together worth
£4 6s 2d in 1251-2. It is evident that at some time there was also a mill at
Underdown on the Yarty (Mill Leat). What is surprising is that along these two
rivers existed other mills in close proximity - at Bishopswood there was Keats Mill
over the border in Yarcombe parish, and another mill only a mile away at
Buckland Saint Mary. In the Otter valley there was Churchinford Mill, and further
south on its own tributary was Stout Mill. Today, some of these mills retain their
machinery, cogs, millstones and millwheels.

Generally speaking, the mills were never used continuously, the miller would
sometimes be a smallholder in his spare time in order to supplement his income,
with bakehouses being added to the premises as yet a further source of revenue.

Otterford Mills (formerly Watlegh/Whatley Mills)

In the survey of 1680 this mill is described as a “Griest Mill late William Grigg and
foretime Thomas Gooddens” (Article 13). It makes its first appearance on the
1822 Greenwood Map, and the 1843 Tithe Map illustrates a long millpond across
the lane fed by a leat from the River Yarty. The force of the water operated an
overshot millwheel which worked two pairs of millstones, both of French burr.
They came from a site near Paris, and so important were the mills to the economy
of the country that even during the Napoleonic Wars imports of these stones were
allowed to continue. Much of the external building is late 18th century, with
internal alterations before mid-19th century. The metal machinery was probably
installed in 1896, the date stamped on the 14 ft high millwheel. At this time too,
the wheel was covered in, and a new bakehouse built with two circular ovens. The
central chimney stack of the mill had (until recently) a wide fireplace with a rear
stone-built oven backing on to it, about 8 ft high, with a domed roof, which could
be fuelled from what was the outside. It is thought to have been a proving oven,
the size of it suggesting that it was of a commercial scale. Evidence of even earlier
occupation is shown by pitching stones (ribbed floor stones) near the wheel, which
is an indication that animals were housed there. Unusually, the workings of the
mill and the miller’s accommodation are both combined within the same building,
a dangerous combination because of fire hazard. Blackened timbers reveal that at
some stage there has been a fire. The mill was held by the Grigg family during the
17th century, in 1688 it was inherited by the Newberry’s who held it until c.1792.
The Pym family then held the mill during the first half of the 19th century,
followed by William Manley, who went on to Stout Mill. The last millers were the
Spiller family from c.1914, Victor Spiller continued to grind corn for local farmers
on a sporadic basis until 1959.
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Otterford Mills prior to sale
1989 and subsequent renovation.
Roofs originally thatched. External
structure late C18. View of north-west
elevation. Grade II Listed.

Scaled plan of Otterford Mills showing position of the great
spur wheel, the water wheel, and the new ovens c.1896.

©Crown copyright NMR

Reproduced by kind permission of the owner

View from the south Source : Happy Wright
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8 arm overshot wheel, 40 wooden
buckets, wood sole, and round iron
axle, stamped 1896.

Source : Christine Ross

Tithe Map 1843 showing long mill-
pond which fed an overshot wheel.

Painting by Frederica Tyrrell 1948 when mill
was still working. It reveals that the crown
wheel in the centre also controlled the pulley
wheel at the rear, enabling ancillary operations
such as barley grinding.

Otterford Mills Pair of loose millstones on floor, which when in use would have been

covered by a wooden tun and hopper, as shown in the painting below. Reproduced by kind
permission of the owner.
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Church Farm, Otterford

In 1301-2 the Pipe Rolls of the Bishop of Winchester recorded “£1 11s 6d for the
farm of the mills of Otterford and Wateleghe” (Church Farm and Otterford Mills),
which was of very little value when compared to the lucrative mills of Taunton.
The farm of the hamlet of Otterford (now just a farm and a church) was the
demense land for the Bishop of Winchester. The 1843 Tithe Map shows the farm
situated on a leat running from the River Otter, and a mill pond was shown on the
O.S. Map of 1887. In the late 19th century the mill was used to generate power for
a creamery by use of belts running through holes into the building. In the 1919
Sale Particulars of Otterhead Estate the mill was described as follows: “Mill House,
with Mill Loft and separate Store House adjoining, has a powerful 14 ft. overshot
Water Wheel with 4 ft. breast and good water power, and 2 pairs of stones; [and] is
a valuable adjunct to the Farm, enabling grinding, pulping, and other work to be
done, and thus saving horse and other labour.” Its last use was for grinding barley
for cattle feed, and the dilapidated wheel could still be seen in the 1940’s.

The Pipe Rolls of 1301-2 also record the item of “£2 13s 4d for the farm of the
fulling mill which John Fullo holds this year”. John Fullo held this mill between
c.1296 and 1323, it was used for washing and thickening of newly-woven woollen
cloth, the trade on which the wealth of Taunton Deane was based. A tucking
(fulling) mill was still in existence in 1651-2 when Otterford Farm was sold.

Underdown, Bishopswood (now Mill Leat)

The feature of this old mill is the very long leat, about 260 yards, constructed to
take water from the River Yarty, where only a few years ago, remains of a weir
could still be seen. The line of the leat disappears as it approaches the house, in the
vicinity of the old lime pits whose workings crossed its course. The embanked part
of the leat enabled the water to enter the mill at overshot height, where circular
score marks show where the waterwheel had turned. The millstones (now incor-
porated into a wall) are of French burr, and these would have been built up in
segments and held together with an iron hoop. Burr was made of hard stone and
very expensive, and did not need to be ‘dressed’ as often as Peak stone. This mill
did not appear in the 1680 Survey of Otterford nor is it shown on the 1782 Day
and Masters Map, so it can only be assumed that the mill was in operation
sometime between these two dates. Beside the residence a second weir was built
and another leat, nearly a quarter of a mile long, started its course here suppying
the water to Keats Mill. The O.S. Map for 1902 calls this a ‘Mill Stream’ and
records show that the parish was carrying out repairs to it in 1838. Over the years
parts of the leat have been built over or filled in.

Keats Mill, near Bishopswood

The name should really be given in the plural, eg. Keates Mills (its older name)
when there is more than one set of millstones, in this case Peak stones, one set for
flour and one for animal feed. The building which houses the mill is unusually
small, some say the smallest they have ever seen. It seems to be a converted cottage,
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Underdown (Mill Leat) in early C20. At one time a water mill with French burr
millstones, during C19 it became a foundry under Wm Batt, millwright. Source: Mary Pleeth

Keats Mill Shown on 1765 Benjamin Donn Map of Devon as Cates Mill, in operation
until 1946 the last millers being the Goodland family.

Millwheel at far end of building in delapi-
dated state, made of oak and cast iron and
impressed with name of W. STONE
NEWTOWN.

Dwelling converted into mill.
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because there is an old fireplace - not a thing to be built into a mill because of the
high fire risk. The nearby farmhouse is dated 1865, and probably replaced the old
miller’s house, which stands in a dilapidated condition near the river. The millweel
was replaced sometime around 1850 and is made of oak and cast iron and has the
name W.STONE NEWTOWN cast into it. W.Stone was the proprietor of the
nearby Smithy at Newtown, and although he would have made the wooden
patterns for the wheel, the casting in iron would have been carried out by the
nearest foundry, probably at Chard. It would have been cast in segments and
bolted together on site, making a size of 12 ft 8 in diameter. The Dyer family
(previously of Otterford mills) worked the mill from c.1865, the Goodland family
inherited the business and worked it until 1946.

One or two comments can be made here, especially as ‘Keates Mills’ is shown on
the 1782 Day and Masters Map, and Underdown is not marked. The evidence of
a leat to a rival mill suggests that Keats Mills superceded Underdown, either
because the old mill needed expensive replacements (there is evidence of a fire in
the wooden beams and lintels), or more likely, that the extraction of stone for lime
was of greater importance financially than retaining the old mill. It seems odd
however that the mill stream should cross the parish and county boundary into the
separately owned Manor of Sheafhayne.

The Mill, Buckland Saint Mary

This mill stands on a small tributary of the Yarty, and in order to harness the
power of the water a large mill pond had to be created. The size is quite con-
siderable, nearly a quarter of an acre, and when emptied to clear the silt, it gives a
harvest of eels. The pond fed an overshot wheel, made of oak and cast iron 18 ft. x
3 ft. 4 in. with a sturdy 16 inch oak shaft. The buckets are made of elm (which
lasted a long time when kept in a wet condition) and the cast iron spur wheel has
114 applewood cogs driving one pair millstones. The metal sections of the



43

machinery date them as post 1850. However, the mill building and millers house
opposite are of an earlier date, given as late 18th century and early 19th century
respectively in the Grade II listings, where the observation is made that it is quite
likely that there has been a mill on this site for many centuries. The most recent
miller was Mr Jenkins who ground corn for cattle feed until the last war. An old
bakery at the rear of the miller’s house contains a large bread oven.

Churchinford Mill, Churchstanton

This mill is sited near the junction of the parishes of Otterford, Yarcombe,
Upottery, and Churchstanton, north of an old ford that used to be called
‘Oteriford’ in A.D. 854. In the perambulation of 1367 to settle the boundary
dispute (Article 8) this was the name was conferred on the mill, to quote “the
ancient watercourse on the south side of Otriford Mill”2. Like the other mills the
buildings and machinery have been altered and repaired over the years. The pit
wheel and wallover (the main gearing mechanisms) are made of cast iron and are
19th century, while the remainder is made completely of wood in the old
traditional fashion of centuries, and could be 18th or even 17th century. There are
two pairs of millstones. The spur wheel is made of oak with cogs of applewood,
this being the best wood and longest wearing for that purpose. The millwheel itself
has rotted away, just the 15 inch diameter oak shaft remaining, such a shaft is
reckoned to last a hundred years in operation. The wheel was worked by water
passing from an overhead leat coming from the River Otter. The mill building
retains its bread oven which can be seen from the outside as a large semi-circular
shape. The mill ceased operating in 1906.

* * * * *

Unlike its neighbouring parishes, the parish of Otterford came under the
jurisdiction of the Manor of Taunton Deane. This made a difference in that it was
incumbent on Otterford tenants to have their corn ground at the ‘customary mill’,
and for which the Bishop as Lord of the Manor received payment. This manorial
monopoly was called ‘multure’ and was quite jealously guarded, the tenants could
not avoid this obligation and were not allowed to use handmills “under the pain of
6s 8d”3. This system must have been disliked by the tenants and was open to
corruption as can be seen in 1540 when a 4d fine was imposed on Thomas
Goodwin miller of Otterford for taking excessive tolls. The compulsion to use the
Lord’s mills did not apply to neighbouring parishes and perhaps this was the
reason for competitive mills at such close quarters.

We are indebted to the owners and occupiers of the mills and to Derek Warren of Somerset Industrial
Archaeological Society for technical information.

             [1]     T.J.Hunt 1962  Medieval Customs of the Manor of Taunton Deane  S.R.S. Vol.66.

             [2]     J.Bridge Davidson  1882 Proceedings  SANHS.

             [3]     H.P.Palmer 1925   Old Somerset.

             [4]     M. Page  1996  The Pipe Roll of the Bishopric of Winchester 1301-2   Hampshire                
                                                Record Series 16.
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21. The Disposal of the Manor of Taunton Deane

The scope of this huge manor was set out in Article 5 where it showed the
comprehensive impact on the lives of those living under its jurisdiction like those
in Otterford, and how a succession of Bishops of Winchester ruled as lords of the
Manor for nearly a thousand years until the early part of the 19th century.

From an historical point of view the records relating to the manor are without
parallel as archive glories and were originally kept in a room called the Exchequer.
This was over the gateway to the Inner Bailey at Taunton Castle, they are now
kept at the Record Office in Taunton. Duplicate records were also kept at
Winchester, although neither Taunton nor Winchester have complete records.
The collection arose because 'custom' demanded that all transactions should be
recorded by the Steward of the Manor, such as a change of tenancy whether by
sale, or deed of gift, or a mortgage, and these entries were virtually the title deeds
of the property. Similarly all accounts were recorded on ‘Pipe Rolls’ covering dates
from 1208 to 1711, and contain the rents, fines, land transactions, surveys and
expenditure, and the produce from demesne farms.

Archivists have noted that with the passage of time, the power of the Lord receded
and the privileges and freedoms of the tenants grew. The tenants were able to
control the disposal of their holdings, they could sell either by absolute surrender,
or dispose of their property by dayne-surrender in return for a fixed annuity for
life. Conditional surrenders were usually employed as marriage settlements or for
mortgages, and dormant surrenders for the purposes of a will. This latter
document was very important because the inheritance customs of the manor were
different from the laws of England, in that it was the youngest male heir who
inherited, or in default, to the youngest female.

The tithingman continued to bring cases to court, but these had diminished over
the years into petty tribunals, small debts and petty assaults. The obligations of
‘Suit of Court’ were burdensome to tenants. It meant attendance at the three-
weeken Courts and on the two chief law-days each year (Turnus de Hoche and
Turnus de St. Martin). Over the years tenants sought to exempt themselves from
these obligations by purchase, in this way the current Lord of the Manor was able
to enrich himself by heavy fines at the expense of his successors but with
consequent impoverishment to the estate. When eventually the Manor was sold in
1822 it realised very little more than what used to be its annual income. The estate
was bought by the eccentric Thomas Southwood of Pitminster, who willed it to
his servant Robert Mattock. Following Mattock's death in 1859, the great estate
was split up and sold, including the title which is now held by Mr John White
who still presides over the Taunton Court Leet. This court is held every year to
appoint officers - in a nominal capacity only. The actual freehold possession of the
land took some time to finalise, and today in Otterford there is little evidence of
the former ownership, other than the name Bishopswood, and the retention of
mineral rights held by the Bishop of Winchester.

                               Wm. Arthur Jones 1872  Customs of the Manor of Taunton Deane,                               
             S.A.N.H.S.  (Proceedings).
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22. Parish Poor Houses

The rent roll for Otterford of 1792 indicated that certain ‘poor houses’ were then
in existence in the parish. At that time responsibility for the support of the poor
was in the hands of elected parish Overseers the expenditure for which came out of
a levy charged on the parish called the Poor Rate .

On the death of a pauper, who (by definition) had received support from the
parish, their goods and possessions would be seized and sold to reimburse the
parish funds. In this way some property may have come to be owned by the
parish, however there is evidence that property was handed over (in trust) in
return for an undertaking that the pauper and wife would be supported for the rest
of their lives. For example, there is an Indenture Tripartite dated 1767 whereby
one Samuel Wyat, a pauper inhabitant, “by reason of the largeness of his family, is
become so very necessitous as to be unable to support himself and them, and....is
become so very burthensome and chargeable to the parishioners. Being desirous to
reimburse the said parishioners all such moneys....release and convey the same to
Richard Combe and Thomas Smith upon the trusts and purposes for maintenance
and support of Samuel Wyat and family....in consideration of five shillings....that
Cottage or Dwelling-house, Garden and 2 plots Ground thereunto....known by
the name of Hoaming Clavel....containing in the whole four acres”.1

The parish minutes of 1818 show that at a public parish meeting it was agreed to
“buy John Every house and plots of ground and to give him £10 and to have his
abiding as long as they (him and his wife) both shall live for paying 2s 6d per year
as rent and keep it in repair”. At the same meeting Richard Hearren also agreed
under the same terms to “assign off his house and plots of ground to the parish
and to have 12s per month and to have his abiding in it as long as he shall live”. 2

By 1837 there were several properties owned by the parish - “part of Holmin
Clavel house” occupied by Robt Pope, and “the other part of Holmin Clavel
house” occupied by Betty Every. There were also three cottages in Bishopswood
occupied by G. Doble, John Every, and Jane ‘Herring’ (the wife of Richard
Hearren above), and a property called Knackers Hole in the south west corner of
the parish “containing about three acres been in the possession of the parish time
out of mind”.3 This was eventually sold, along with the Bishopswood cottages
c.1837, under the regulations of the 1834 Poor Law Act. The land attached to the
latter was retained and rented out, for example the ‘Herrings’ plots were rented
out at £4 and £6 15s a year. The income derived in this way was formalised into a
charity in 1897, and when the land was sold in 1923 for £120 the money was
invested in War Stock, and divided into Hearrens Ecclesiastical Charity and
Hearrens General Charity. It is only recently that these charities have been wound
up, and it is interesting that they should be the last legacy of a pauper.

                                          [1]  Vellum Deed  (D/P/OTT/5/1/1)  S.R.O.

                                          [2]  Vestry Memoranda 1818-1840   (D/P/OTT/9/1/1)  S.R.O.

                                          [3]   Parish Council Correspondence  1965    
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Knackershole/Fry’s Cottage (in derelict condition 1999). It contained 3 acres of
land and had been “in the possession of the parish time out of mind”, and used as a Poor
House until 1837 when it was sold by the Parish. Single storeyed and originally thatched, its
fully pegged roof structure, earthen floor and roughly shaped timbers suggests a building of
some age, and its simplicity suggests self-build, according to a Survey carried out in 1974
(SRO). Lived in by the Batten/Keitch family from 1932 and from where the children walked
each day to Cox Hill School (Churchstanton School). Last occupied c.1960.

Poor Houses in Bishopswood O.S. Map 1888 1:2,500 (reduced) showing :

(61) One cottage in two dwellings adjacent to Sumption’s shop (Littlefields Studio)
formerly “Bussells and Everys”, sold by the Parish in 1839 and demolished by 1902.
(63) Jane Herring’s house, a Poor House in 1818 (at the end of Bailey’s Lane).

Poor House lived
in by Hearren family :

1818 John Hearring
to have a shirt and a
pair of ground hog
brushes.

1822 3 yds of calico
given to Richard
Herring (out of poor
rate).

1830 John Herring
given notice to quit.
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Holman Clavel Inn Pen and ink sketch mid C20, somewhat glamourised by the
artist. The gates on the left led to a small garden, the site of the old well, and the outside
toilets were in the building to the right. Source : Bernard Hellyer

Extract from ‘Holman’s Clavel’ poem by
A. B. Blackmore from The Bells of
Kentisbeare

Just think of the stories a man might unravel
In a place with a name like Holman’s Clavel;
Wrestling bouts on moonlight nights,
Quarter-staves, bare knuckle fights,
With a cautious cock-fight now and again;
And the muffled tread of a packhorse train
Bringing its bounty of brandy and lace
From Branscombe or Beer or some such place;
(And if with these games you are breaking the law
It only adds spice to the sport, to be sure).

Reproduced by kind permission of Rota Press Printers

In 1821 a new well was sunk fitted with a lead pump. “Mr. Thomas Smith to sink the
well and to wall up the same for £2-0-0d. Jacob Westlake to digs the stone and hall the
same for 15s. 0d for the well and to hall the lime of any wanted for the well and to
complete the same by Christmas next and also to put in a grate in the foreroom at
Holmin Clavel”. During the 19th century the parish minutes reveal many requests for
repairs to the inn, for rethatching, and complaints regarding the water supply. The
thatch was replaced by slate in 1910.
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23. The Holman Clavel Inn

It is very unusual that a parish has title to its own inn - the Holman Clavel - the
rent of which has been used in the past to reduce the rates and poll tax. For a long
time it has been an intriguing mystery as to how this came about. Searches for the
title deeds have taken place over decades, judging from the comments in the parish
minutes, and led to the signing of a ‘Declaration of Possessory Title’ in 1876. The
document claims that the Holman Clavel Inn (its house, premises and lands of 2½
acres) was “vested in the Churchwardens & Overseers of the Parish of Otterford”1,
and the 1875 minutes of the parish show the Inn to be let at £27 per annum and
the rent applied in aid of the poor rates. In fact, for a period, part of the Holman
Clavel Inn was used as a poor house and in 1838 Grace Every gave birth to a “base
child” Noah at “Holmin Clavel Poor House”. Because of this connection with the
poor, the parish had to apply for permission from the Workhouse Guardians of
the Taunton Union each time they agreed a tenancy for letting it as an ale house
(as in 1877, 1884, 1895 and 1910).

The previous article related how a certain Samuel Wyat conveyed title of the
Hoaming Clavel to the Overseer of the Poor in 1767 although no mention was
made of it being an inn. However the licensing of premises has been traced back to
1753 when the Wyatt family kept “a common Ale-house”2 in Otterford. For
example, Ffrancis Wyatt is shown as the Victualler for 1753 to 1761, Mary Wyatt
for 1762, none for 1767, then in 1768 the inn was registered under the name of
the “Hare and Hounds” with Richard French as the Victualler. In 1771 the name
was changed to the “Cog Wheel”, and this continued to be the official registered
name until well into the 19th century (under William Oaten in 1776-1790, and
Henry Hutchings from 1795-1841). No other written references to these names
have been found.

It would seem that the name Holman Clavel is firmly fixed in the minds of the
locals as referring to the inn itself, whereas several historical sources use this name
to refer to the hamlet, and over the years many different versions and spellings
have occurred, such as Holmen and Holmin. There are also many theories
abounding as to the meaning of the name, one relates to the beam in the old
kitchen as reputedly being made of holly. The termination ‘en’ comes from the
Saxon as in oaken, wooden, beechen, hence ‘holmen’, (holm meaning holly), and
‘clavel’ the overmantle to an open fireplace. According to Pring “Holmen Clavel
has come to be used as a sign of an ancient hostelry on the Blagdons
[Blackdowns}. But it is something more, since the name is applied to the locality.
‘Clavel’ apparently means the heavy beam forming the overmantle to an open
fireplace which in this case, being of holly, has given the inn its name. But the
term ‘clavel’ may have a somewhat extended meaning and apply generally to the
hearth, in the sense we speak of ‘hearth and home’. Clavel may thus simply
indicate a ‘settlement’ or ‘habitation’.....Holmen Clavel may therefore be
understood either as ‘the settlement in the hollywood’, or ‘the estate of a clan
claiming descent from the holly’.”3

                            [1]  Correspondence Taunton Union Workhouse   (D/G/TA 57/19)  S.R.O.

                            [2]  Ale House Recognizances  (Q/RLA 19)  S.R.O.                                

                            [3]  D.J.Pring 1933  The Saxon Conquest of Somerset   Wessex Press.
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24. Plan for Pauper Children 1831

At a Parish Meeting held April 21st 1831 a plan was drawn up for placing out
children of Paupers of the Parish of Otterford. Extract “Every child of the age of
nine years to be placed out provided such Child is in good health and to continue
at his or her place until such child is seventeen years old. Every occupier of land
within the said Parish is to take a Child or Children according to the proportion
of his Poor Rate, and maintain such Child or Children for the time above
proposed.... The children to be collected for, but if an occupier take a second
child, he is to have the choice for such other child.

A book to be kept for entering the name and age of such Child or Children so
placed out, which book is to be signed by the majority of the Overseers on the one
part, and the Occupier with whom the child is placed on the other. The Children
so placed out to be produced every year at the Lady Day Parish Meeting. The
children when discharged to have the same proportion of clothing as when first
placed with his or her Master. No children to be discharged from their places at
the Lady Day meeting unless by the consent of the majority of the Overseers and
Churchwardens. No person to be required to contribute to the above plan unless
his Poor Rate amounts to the class of two pounds Annual value.

Every occupier of land is to provide every thing necessary for such child or
children so placed with him except Medical Assistance which is to be provided by
the Parish. All disputes arising between any Master and Overseer respecting the
case of such Child or Children placed with him to be settled by the Revd. J. Gale
whose decision is to be final, or in his Absence by the nearest Magistrate.... The
tribute money, or Sum to be contributed shall be one shilling and sixpence in the
Pound, and paid according to the Rates. Of the sum to be paid with the child one
half shall be paid at the time of placing and the other half in two years. Clothing
proposed for the Children:

Males Jacket Females 1 Frock
Waistcoat 2 Coats (top and under)
Breeches 2 Shifts
2 Brin Shirts 2 Pair of Stockings
2 Pair Stockings 1 Pair of Shoes
l Pair Shoes 3 Aprons (1 Barr...l Check,
Hat 1 Woollen)

1 Bonnet or Hat

The above plan approved by us: John Studley (Churchwarden), William Westlake,
John Marks, David Barton (Overseers), John Wale, Thomas Smith, Jacob
Westlake, Robert Aplin, Robert Pym, Samuel Shire, Richard Willie, Robert Lock,
John Lock, William Spiller.” End of Extract

 Vestry Memoranda 1818-1840   (D/P/Ott 9/1/1)  S.R.O.
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A Inmortory of Bety
Smith Cloths, taken 26th Day
of September 1807

9Lining Gowns

2 Stuf- Gowns

3 Quilted Coats

1 Slack- Coat

2 Under Coats

1Bead Gown

5 CheekAprons

8WhiteAprons

2 pair of Stays

6 CotenHankerchief

7White - Do

2 Silk - Do

3 pair of Shoes

3 Shifts

2 Cloth Cloaks

1 Silk - Do

3Bonets

1 Silk hatt

3 pair of Stockings

3 pair of Gloves

19 Caps

Smith Family Papers   1681-1853  DD/MA14

Table of Population
1801-1991

Year Total

1801 239

1811 286

1821 366

1831 406

1841 491

1851 461

1861 476

1871 457

1881 405

1891 391

1901 328

1911 319

1921 281

1931 289

1941 n/a

1951 343

1961 281

1971 264

1981 343

1991 346

Victoria History of Somerset Vol. II

Census Returns
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Lower Rull at the turn of the century, viewed from the south, the original entrance to
the property. The two ladies taking tea are thought to be Mrs Jane Hill and Miss Eva
Dummet (Mrs Jack Sparks from 1914). Jane the widow of Henry Hill (Higgler) continued
the carrier business to Taunton after his death. She also kept a shop selling groceries,
tobacco, and butter which was made on the premises. Jack Sparks (nephew to Jane)
eventually took over and ran the business until 1920, after which he became a smallholder.
(Shop c.1881-1920) Source : Mike Fortune

Above: brick backed inglenook built
during Victorian alterations.

Side: Stone fireplace with collection of
cooking utencils, some of them
belonging to previous occupants.
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25. Apprentices

        27 Nov 1831 Notice given of meeting for the purpose of binding poor        
        Apprentices and all paupers having children between the age of eight       
        and thirteen chargeable to the said parish and requested to attend.

There was an obligation on parishioners rated at more than £2 a year (poor rates)
to take a proportion of apprentices. There were sixteen apprentices in the parish in
1831, at the time of the ‘plan for children of paupers’, described in the previous
article. These comprised poor Apprentices as well as children of paupers between
the ages of nine and thirteen. Perhaps the plan may have been necessary because
the previous system had degenerated in that the apprentices were being allocated
year by year, for example in 1829 “Robt Lock to keep Mutters boy to Lady Day
1830 for 10s.” and in 1830 “To allow Mr. Studley £1 10s to keep John Richards
the next year and find him cloths” and again “Moses Board to keep Mary Every
and to find her in clothes for the year insuing for £1 10s”.1 To cover these costs a
rate of 3s in the £ was levied on parishioners.

Formal apprenticeships had been going on for many years. Amongst the Smith
family papers there are several indentures which show that Thomas Smith of
Waterhayes had taken in several youngsters. In 1793 he took John Hill aged 9, “a
poor child of the said parish”.2 The parish registers show John to have been
illegitimate. Born on Christmas Day 1784, he was not baptised until he was ten
years old, no doubt due to the influence of Thomas Smith. In 1796 he took
Thomas Hutchings, in 1806 Frances Radford aged 9, in 1817 Robert Jennings
aged 12, and in 1829 John Buttle aged 12.

For these apprentices proper Indentures were signed by the Churchwardens and
Overseers of the Poor, and these set out the conditions: Frances Radford was “a
poor child of the said Parish aged 9”, she lived at Rull Moor (Lower Rull) and was
taken on “for the Business of Huswifery”. She had to “faithfully serve in all lawful
Business, according to her Power, Wit, and Ability; and honestly, orderly, and
obediently, in all Things, demean and behave herself towards her said Master”
....whilst the Master had to “allow the said Apprentice, meet, competent, and
sufficient Meat, Drink, and Apparel, Lodging, Washing, and all other Things
necessary and fit for an Apprentice....until the said Apprentice shall accomplish her
full Age of Twenty-one, or Day of Marriage.”2

At the above parish meeting in 1831, an entry shows parents and guardians
signing consent to the apprenticeship scheme which allowed a parent to apprentice
their own child and thus receive the parish rate of one pound: “We the
undersigned do agree to keep our children at the above agreement”, And this was
signed by Robert Mutter for Maria Mutter, whilst the others signed with a cross:
Simon Foxwell for John, Wm Hutchings for William, Allis Billing for Betty Hill,
William Spiller for Mary, and John Buttle for William Foxwell.

                                        [1]  Vestry Memoranda 1818-1840   (D/P/OTT/9/1/1) S.R.O.

[2]  Apprenticeships (DD/MA 1-6)   S.R.O.                        
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26. Paupers and the Workhouse

The early years of the 19th century were a time of great hardship, the French wars
caused prices to rise steeply and many of the poor had to rely on parish relief. This
became very burdensome on the parish because the costs came out of the Poor
Rate. The Vestry minutes contain many accounts of relief given, either as regular
amounts of money, or in housing, clothing and other necessities. For example, in
1818 monthly payments were made to to William Billing of 6s, Richard Hearren
12s, Maria Every 10s, and Betty Vincent 8s. In 1819 the Vestry Minutes show
approval for “William Billing to have a smock, Henry Doble to have his house
thatched, Hannah Valentine to have a change, Grace Foxwell to have a pair of
shoes, Isaac Wooley wants a shirt, William Wyett to have a bag of potatoes”1.
There were as many as 30 recipients of poor relief, not counting children, the
parish even paid £6 19s 10d in shoemakers bills.

The 1834 Poor Law Act changed the whole way that parish poor relief was
distributed and introduced a new system of workhouses which had the effect of
dramatically reducing the cost to the parish, for Otterford it was £228 before the
Act, and only £10 10s by 1840. With the coming of the Act monetary relief was
excluded and ‘out-door relief’ as it was called could only be given in kind.
Otterford came under the Taunton Union, and had to make their contribution to
the new Union Workhouse, built near Holy Trinity Church in 1837 for 400
occupants. In these institutions families were seperated from each other, the
regime was severe in discipline and the conditions were harsh, for example, the
average weekly amount spent on food and clothing for each pauper was
pathetically small. In 1899 the Master of the Taunton Workhouse underwent a
public enquiry before being dismissed, accused of irregularity and misappro-
priation of stores, cruelty to inmates and serving up stinking food. The workhouse
closed in 1929 and eventually became the Trinity Hospital.

Several paupers from Otterford must have been transferred to the workhouse
because the parish registers show that Noah Every who was born at the Holmin
Clavel Poor House died in the workhouse at the age of 12 in 1848. Two brothers
Henry ‘Dinham’ aged 6 and Thomas Denham aged 9 also died in the workhouse
in 1863 within months of each other. They were the sons of William Denham of
Housestead (Howstead), the family appeared on the 1861 census although no
mother was shown. The father himself died in 1862 which explains the reason for
the boys being in the workhouse. It is not known why two pauper women were
transferred from the workhouse in 1857. Mary Every was ‘delivered’ by the Master
of the Taunton Union workhouse to Otterford as being “chargeable to your said
Parish as her last legal place of settlement”.2 In the case of Martha Coles, her
transfer was delayed for nine years because of ill health, however £76 19s 10d was
charged to the Churchwardens or Overseers of the Poor as the sum incurred by
the suspension of the order.

                                  [1]   Vestry Memoranda 1818-1840    D/P/Ott 9/1/1  S.R.O.                        

                                  [2]   Bastardy & Settlement   D/G/TA 57/9   S.R.O.

                                  [3]   Register of Burials 1813-1975  D/P/OTT 2/1/6  S.R.O.                                             

                                  [4]   Robin Bush  1977  The Book of Taunton   Barracuda Books. 
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Walland Farm c.1895 Isaac Sparks and Jane his wife with three of his ten children
from his second marriage, he also had six children from a previous marriage to Jane’s sister,
Mary. Walland was reputedly famous for its butter making. Source: Joan Derriman

Cider making 1986 at Walland Farm with Cecil
Spiller pressing the apple juice through straw.

Source : James Fraser-Harris

Cider barrels Door to barn
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Part of broad sheet of 1830 describing in full the murder of John Lane. SRO : DD/X/LV.3

Based on 1843 Tithe Map of Wallens (Walland Farm) whose fields border Buckland St. Mary
parish. N.B.The Robin Hoods Butt shown on map was lost when the new road was built
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27. Crime and Punishment

In the northern part of our parish near the source of the River Yarty lies Deadman
Common, now part of Walland Farm. The Tithe Map of 1843 shows fields
around the Common called Deadman, Deadmans Plot, Higher Deadmans and
Yonder Deadmans, and nearby is a four acre field called Hangings. Unfortunately
we have no clues as to how these names came into being.

A cottage in the vicinity called Deadman’s Post (now Staplewynds) in the parish of
Buckland Saint Mary carried that name before the “horrid and barbarous murder
of John Lane” had occurred in 1830. His father James Lane, a smallholder, living
at Deadman’s Post, treated his twelve year old son with “extraordinary brutality”
such that John had “to beg for sustenance and protection among the neighbours;
he was very diminutive, and looked languid”. His father was seen to throw him
into a ditch, and when he could not get up “the ruffian then struck him a violent
blow on the forehead - deceased never spoke afterwards”. An eye-witness was
reported to have said “Farmer Lane, you have used this boy cruelly bad, and I
think he’ll die before the morning.” He was dragged and carried home and thrown
on the floor “in the most brutal manner” and bundled into bed by his mother
with two other children, where he died the next morning. An inquest was held at
the Castle Inn, Neroche Hill before a “respectable Jury” who returned a verdict of
Wilful Murder.1 James Lane was later tried in Wells, given a manslaughter verdict
and sentenced to transportation for life. According to records he was “Removed to
the Captivity Hulk at Devonport Sept 1830.” (Q/AGi 14/4 Page 119 Ilchester
Gaol Register.)

The early nineteenth century was renowned for the brutality of the penal system,
when death by hanging was quite common even for relatively minor crimes, in fact
over 300 offences carried the death sentence. 1835 saw the reduction of the death
sentence for capital offences and other crimes. Stealing a peck of wheat was
considered a minor crime, as was stealing a pack of cards, a bonnet, or some straw,
it was also possible to be accused of “being an incorrigible rogue”. Maria Pope,
married, of Otterford aged 21, was accused of “stealing 3 pecks of meal, the
property of George Chard”.2 The sentence given for stealing two buns worth 2d
was solitary confinement for 2 days followed by 14 days hard labour, women
killing their bastard child were given 6 months hard labour, on the other hand
sheep stealing was considered a major crime and it would receive the sentence of
transportation for life. Botany Bay was the eventual destination of sheep stealers
living in adjacent cottages (now called Meetings) “near where two tracks meet....on
a high and particularly deserted part of a common known as Brown Down”.
Farmers found it almost impossible to catch such culprits as the sheep were often
grazing the commons far away from the farm. It was widely suspected that the
hard-living inhabitants kept the salted mutton under floorboards. “After many
requests from the farmers, the reluctant police-force closed in on the building and
found that indeed it was a hide-out of sheep-stealers.”3

                                  [1]  Broadsheet  for 1830  DD/X/LV 3  S.R.O.          

                                  [2]  Quarter Session Papers  QS/CA and QS/CS  S.R.O.

     [3] Ronald H. White  1964  Strength of the Hills   Paternoster Press.
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28. The Otterford Tithe Map

The origins of the Tithe System are very ancient indeed it being first mentioned in
A.D.747. This system was the means by which the local parish church such as St.
Leonards was financially supported and was instituted under Canon Law (law of
the church). Parishioners were obliged to give one tenth of their income as
payment in kind, for example, in crops and produce, in labour, stock, or other
trade products.

Until the dissolution of the monasteries in the 16th century the tithes of Otterford
would have been paid to Taunton Priory (in fact the Rector). Afterwards the
tithes were sold into lay hands, and it is known that by 1785 the great and small
tithes were held by Mrs Combes near Ilminster. Indeed records show that Joan
Smith of Waterhayes paid Henry Combe £2 2s 6d for a half year’s tithe in May
1742 and same amount to Richard Combe in June 1758. Privately held tithes
could be bought or sold as ‘capital’, and by the time of the Tithe Map they were in
the hands of 19 other interested parties.

These tithes were both the ‘Rectorial’ Tithes due to the Rector, as well as the
‘Vicarial’ or ‘Little’ Tithes usually paid directly to the incumbent. This medieval
system, which could still insist on payment in kind, was greatly disliked and often
inconvenient, and by the 19th century was seen to be in serious need of reform.
The 1836 Tithe Commutation Act attempted to solve the problems by com-
muting the tithes payable by property-holding parishioners into a monetary rent
charge. Commissioners were appointed to obtain professional and fair land
valuations, and large scale Tithe Maps with an attached schedule called The
Apportionment were produced, those for Otterford are dated 1842/3/4 and can be
viewed at the Records Office in Taunton.

The map and schedule tell us a great deal about our parish at this time, and is a
good starting point for local historical research. The map shows such features as:
buildings, fields, acreages, boundaries and commons. The actual Tithe Awards are
set out in the attached schedule and this lists all properties with the owners and
occupiers, and also the tithe impropriators (tithe owners). For example, Edmund
Acland was shown as the owner of Hayne Farm and Susannah Andrews owner of
Beggars Land (opposite Warrens Farm), Samuel Shire was owner/occupier of
Higher Whatley, and Jacob Westlake was required to pay £15 in tithes for Higher
Fivehead as owner/occupier of 85 acres. In the schedule every field can be
identified by name, such as Hither Pig Lake, Old England Orchard, and Stone
Burrow, and their acreage and useage denoted. Under the Act common land
amounting to 1006 acres 2 roods 16 perches was exempt from tithes, as were
parish property such as the Holman Clavel Inn, and various other properties with
little acreage. Tithes continued to be very unpopular and the Tithe Acts of 1936
and 1977 eventually saw their complete demise. The last property on which tithes
were paid was Church Farm when the obligation was redeemed by a one-off
payment in the early 1970’s.

                              [1]  1843 Otterford Tithe Map and Apportionments  S.R.O.

                                      [2]  Otterford Tithing Accounts  (DD/MA 11-34)  S.R.O.             
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Royston Water

Tithe Map 1843 showing the hamlet of Royston Water, each number cross referenced to the
Apportionment. Even the tithe free lands were detailed, such as those above, apart from
Cuckolds Pit Farm (Warrens Farm plot 271) with 45 acres, worth £8 p.a. for the widow
Catherine Wyatt, as tithe owner. The two properties opposite plot 256 were called Webbers
and Lazarus.

1841 Census
It is very useful to compare the 1841 census with information from the Tithe Appor-
tionment as the dates are so close together. The hamlet of Roystone, as the census names
it, housed 46 people. At Slade Palace (253, 254 of the Tithe Map) were the Burrow
family of 10, the two elderly 80 year olds classed as Paupers, in other words, in receipt
of Parish maintenance. This property disappeared under the new Royston Lake when
the Otterhead Estate was developed. John Gush lived on the farm with his four
children and a 12 year old Agricultural Worker. The other families were Silvester,
Trump, Buttle, Loosemore, Wyatt, and the Trott family of masons.

Later census returns for
Royston Water suggest that
employees of Otterhead lived
in the hamlet, such as a
gardener, shepherd, game-
keeper, needlewoman, and
laundress.

Royston Cottage c. 1954

Source : Ben Milligan
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Greenwood Map 1822 The hatched areas indicate the extent of common land

before enclosure. Below: taken 1990 from Yarty valley looking towards Browndown, showing
pattern of fields after enclosure.
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29. Inclosure Award of 1851

With the enclosure awards and the break-up of the Manor of Taunton Deane, the
huge tracts of commons and waste-land in our parish were split up and sold, and
eventually disappeared completely. The 1836 General Inclosure Act accelerated a
process that had been going on both officially and unofficially for centuries in the
rest of the country. In Otterford there were some 1006 acres of common land at
the time of the Tithe Map, of which there were 530 acres at North Common and
Challender, 387 acres on Brown Down, 38 acres at Deadman Common, 19 acres
at Slade (Royston Water), 14 acres at Frys Moor and some at Rull, Five Head
(Fyfett) and at Bishopswood.

Following the 1851 Inclosure Award land was purchased for between £8 and £20
an acre, for example Thomas Smith of Waterhays paid £100 for only 5 acres,
Reverend Slater paid £200 for 19 acres, Robert Pym of Otterford Mill paid £25
for 2 acres and John Lock of Bishops Wood paid £8 for 1 acre. Robert and
William Beadon paid £375 between them for 21 acres, presumably to add to the
Otterhead Estate. Each of the new owners had to hedge or fence their respective
plots, and the beech hedges that can be seen today are indicative of the land
enclosed at this time.

Not everyone was happy with these arrangements however, John Venn, a hawker
living on Pickeridge Hill was quoted in 1867 as saying “when the commissioners
came to inclose the Black Down, bits were allotted first to the lords of the manor,
thus all Pickeridge Hill, which he remembers common, is now inclosed by a
lawyer, Mr. Beadon; distant people even as far as Taunton Deane, who had rights,
were allowed a bit of land, but the rights of the squatters were not respected, and
they had to buy the land on which they had been settled for years, at about £10 an
acre, mere uninclosed common. It was advertised that in Taunton, sessions would
be held and claims admitted, but either the poor people never saw the
announcement, or did not understand the importance of it.”1

Special provisions were made by the Commissioners at this time: certain roads
were stopped up whilst others were designated and named. In Bishopswood 3
acres 19 perches were allotted for the site of a parsonage and garden, and 2 acres
were set aside “as an Allotment for the Labouring Poor”2 (which today is usually
let out as grass keep). There was also a public pond on Brown Down, near Ring-
borough House, used by gypsies until well into this century, until it was dropped
from public ownership by the Parish Council. Also awarded were two acres of land
opposite the Holman Clavel Inn “as a Place of Exercise and Recreation for the
Inhabitants of the Parish of Otterford and Neighbourhood”2. This plot was
inadvertently included when 267 acres of land was sold in 1933 to Taunton
Corporation for the purposes of water undertaking. In 1975 the Parish Council
were able to register this land as a Village Green, and at a later date to repurchase
it, and that is the situation today even though it is comprised within the tenancy
of the Holman Clavel Inn.

                    [1]  Agricultural Commission 1867 (Somersetshire)  S.R.O.                

                                      [2]  1851 Inclosure Award   Q/R De 165/2 and 165/D  S.R.O.
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30. Turnpike Roads

The condition of a typical country road in the eighteenth century would probably
be described as “a very bad road of stones and sand, over brookes, springheads and
barren-downs”1. In Otterford the terrain was described as “rough and hilly....full
of coarse yellow and reddish flints which render the roads very rough and dis-
agreeable”2. Improvements started to come about with the passing of the Turnpike
Acts, which provided for good toll roads, and in our area led to the towns of
Chard, Taunton and Honiton becoming centres of large Turnpike Trusts.

In Churchstanton the roads were controlled by Honiton Turnpike Trust and in
1765 improvements were taking place to the road which went via Red Lane
crossroads (where there was a toll house) in a straight line northwards through
Trickey Warren (A - see map page 13). The road from Churchinford to Hunter’s
Lodge was turnpiked in 1792 (B), and by 1799 the earlier road was diverted at
Glebe Farm to merge at Hunter’s Lodge (C). The road then curved around
Whitewall Corner (D) to meet a road coming up from Blagdon Hill (E). These
improvements linked in with the 1777 Chard Turnpike Trust toll road which ran
from Widcombe Moor through Holman Clavel, then eastwards to the ‘Blackdown
Gate’ near Dead Man’s Post (F), turning south at the old Castle Inn, and on to
Chard, via Street Ash Lane and Combe St. Nicholas. It was not until 1829 that
the main road of Otterford was turnpiked, this went from the top of Blagdon Hill
(Culmhead Cross) via Holman Clavel southwards through the open commons of
Brown Down (G) to ‘Stopgate’. A toll house was built along its length called
Brown Down Gate, occupied by Thomas Pavey in 1854, and the modern
‘Turnpike House’ was built on the site of the original. Tradition has it that people
avoided the tolls by looping around this turnpike via Fyfett.

A turnpike is a “horizontal tapering bar of iron or wood suspended from a rigid
perpendicular pillar upon which as an axis, they revolved”1, and the word ‘gate’ is
often used as an alternative. Toll houses looked more like the one on the A.303
near Bishopswood, called the ‘Somersetshire Gate’. There were regulations as to
the amount of tolls to be charged, as well as conditions relating to carts or carriages
using the highway. There were also seasonal conditions attached to the weight
carried, and even regulations on the type of wheel used. For instance the nails or
studs were not to project more than a quarter of an inch from the wheel.

                         Typical tolls c.1815

                         For every horse, mare, gelding, or other beast drawing any coach,     
                         Cariot, Barouche, Chaise, Curricle, Chair, Landau, Berlin, Calash,
                         Hearse or other such..........................................................................6d

                          For every horse, mare etc drawing wagon, wain, cart or other such
                          (drawn by two or more horses or other beasts of draught)................3d
        
                         any unladen beast...........................................................................1½d            
                         drove of oxen or cows (per score)....................................................10d            
                          drove of calves, hogs, sheep or lambs (per score)............................5d

         Candle carriage lamp owned by a parishioner
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Exemptions from tolls included vehicles carrying manure and agricultural produce
and horses engaged in farm work. Also persons going to worship, attending a
funeral or vicar going about his parochial duties. Mail carriages were exempt, as
were the military and the Royal Family.

Just north of the toll house on Brown Down (where the road now forks) is a
relatively new section of road. This was being mooted in the 1826 Parish Minutes
and, until it was constructed, the road down to Corfe went around Feltham. The
new section of road extended from the ‘Turnpike Road’ to Corfe and was called
Pickeridge Hill Public Road (H) now the B.3170. When completed in 1851 the
older stretch of road (Browndown) was disturnpiked.

The making and mending of roads created local employment for more than one
generation, which by 1851 was by contract. Under the old system it was the task
of the Parish Waywarden to employ local labour to keep the highways in good
repair. An example of this is recorded in the Parish Minutes of 1800...“Mr Robt
Willie you are hereby required to send Two Labours to work in Long Lane within
the parish of Otterford on Thursday and Friday the 18 and 19 days of September
next by Eight oclock in the morning Each day in order to perform Such Duty
upon the highways as shall be required by the Surveyor Pursuant to the act passed
in the 13 year of the reign of of his Majesty King George the third for the
amendment and preservation of the highways.”

The improved roads were made of cracked stones which had to be 9 inches in
depth. Infill work was required regularly because the iron-bonded cart wheels
would continually push the stones out of place. The hauliers collected chert stones
from local quarries, or from the farmers who took them off the fields and left them
by the roadside. The stones were sometimes piled up like a gable end, or leant
against a wall, in that way they could be measured for quantity. The stone-
breakers (who did the work by hand) were a familiar feature of roadsides until well
into this century and into living memory. They sat all day cracking the stones with
a special egg-shaped hammer, braking the stones down to a 2” size, and goggles
were worn made of fine wire mesh.

The first recorded road contractor for Otterford was Page Shire who lived in the
Holman Clavel area in 1861, where over the next few decades several other
families were involved, such as William Babb of Warren House, and Francis Clapp
and his son of the same name (1881 census), also William Hartnell with his son
William living at Mount Pleasant (1891 census). Francis Clapp lived next door in
accommodation above the stables where all the horse were kept. This later became
North Pole Farm where finds of old horse-shoes and stall partitions testify to its
previous use. Jim Sparks from Foxes Castle was a road contractor and haulier, and
his workbook dating from 1895 survives to this day. His job was to provide a
horse and cart, and where necessary hire additional equipment and men. The
workbook reveals that a steam roller was involved in road maintenance from 1896.
             

                    [1]  The Story of the Roads of Chard  Publication No. 2.

                    [2]  Edmund Rack 1785  Survey of Somerset by Parish  S.R.O.

                    [3]  Bentley & Murless 1985  Somerset Roads ‘The Legacy of the Turnpikes’   S.I.A.S.            
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The Sparks family of Fyfett have in their possession the above bill dated 1897/8 written by
Walter Sparks to The District Council Taunton for supplying and hauling flints on the
Hayne to Browndown Division of Main Road at 1s 11d per yd.

Stone cracker’s
hammer. Cost ls
in 1916 when
bought for Jack
Ashford (also
the Sexton).

Goggles made of
fine wire mesh.

Cup made out of horn and firkin cask, initialled JS, used by James Sparks
the Road Contractor. Source : Evelyn Sparkes
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Making Spars William Hartnell (b.1836) at Mount Pleasant, a stone haulier the latter
part of C19, before becoming a farmer, making spars for hayricks. Source : Betty Spiller
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31. Gloving

Before the introduction of the sewing machine into the manufacture of gloves
around 1870, the work of sewing gloves was mainly a cottage industry, and
continued into this century. The marriage registers for 1838 record three glovers
who married in our parish: Ann Vincent daughter of Thomas Vincent the
shoemaker; Mary Shire, daughter of John Shire, Labourer; and Sarah Board,
daughter of William Board, Labourer. The work earned by the females of the
family helped to sustain them during the terrible agricultural depressions of the
1830’s and 1870’s, when the men were earning miserable wages. In 1832 the trade
paid the dressers 4½d per dozen, cutters 10d, sewers 4s per dozen - needles cost 2d
a week, and carriage of gloves to London was 5s per 100 dozen. Over the
succeeding decades the earnings from stitching a dozen pairs of gloves actually
went down to two or three shillings a week.

The work involved a carrier from Taunton or Yeovil delivering and collecting the
gloves, or as Rachel Dinham (aged 14 from Staple Fitzpaine area) reported to the
Agricultural Commission in 1867: “The work is sent from Mrs. Stevens at
Ilminster, she always pays in money. I walk into Ilminster to her once a week, wait
two or three hours in a room”1, or as Jane Wembride aged 12 reported “Get gloves
from Mr. Yarde at Broadway, six miles, walk there to him”.1 The girls began to
learn the trade at seven or eight years of age, sometimes even earlier. Many
children went to school at daytime and worked at gloving at night. Girls were
learners for twelve months, the first three of which they received no pay. The
gloves were sometimes made of cotton but more often they were kid gloves
(actually lambskin). A little awl was used to make holes in the leather then stitched
with a special three cornered needle, otherwise a brass machine would be used
which held the glove in a vice, and which had a row of little holes close together
controlling the spacing of the stitches. A complaint was that “brass dazzles the eyes
in candlelight”. Any work with faults was returned and not paid for. The Reverend
J. E. Lance of Buckland Saint Mary reported “The boys and girls are both taken
from school early, the girls for gloving for which they get 2s 2d a dozen pairs sewn.
At first it is good work to do a dozen pair in a week, but a practised hand can
make two dozen. It makes them bad wives, for it is a kind of sewing useless for
needlework or repairing clothes.”1

The Otterford Census returns for 1851 show 18 females working as glovers, the
youngest being Mary Hays, aged 12, one of those living in the Hawksmoor area,
the others lived in Bishopswood. The Census for 1861 shows 19 females, and one
boy Mark Every aged 8, (son of Thomas Every, Boot & Shoe Maker). The 1871
Census shows 20 in the trade, mostly wives and daughters of agricultural
labourers, the youngest being Mary Collins aged 11. This is a different picture
than that painted by The Reverend R.A. St.Leger of Otterford to the Commission
in 1867 “no girls work; women only plant potatoes and make hay, seldom any
other work.”1

                              [1]  Agricultural Commission 1867 (Somersetshire), S.R.O.

                              [2]  Editor Wm Page 1969 Victoria History of the County of Somerset .
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32. Agricultural Workers in 1867

Agriculture has always been the major source of employment for the working men
of Otterford (until the latter half of the 20th century). One of the findings of the
Agricultural Commission of 1867 revealed that the living conditions of the
labouring class were less than satisfactory. The general rule in the area seemed to
be “bad cottages and good gardens”. A tenant could pay as little as 1s a week for
his cottage, or have it as part of his wages (a tied cottage or holding). The Rev.
R.A. St.Leger of Otterford reported “Cottages sufficient, but in a very bad state,
dirty, and dilapidated, several are a long distance from water, and that not over
pure, many without any at all”.

The wages for agricultural workers varied throughout the country, the average
being 10s a week but the Commission’s report from Rev. J.E. Lance of Buckland
St. Mary stated: “The wages are generally 9s, but some farmers only give 8s. House
rent is low. Mr. Lance remembers perfectly well when wages were only 7s. Could
never make out how people got on. The fact was they could not live on it, they
were always in debt. It is a parish from which there is a good deal of emigration;
can recollect 200 people going to the American States”. It was observed that the
wages of labourers were always low where gloving prevailed, “a circumstance
attributed to the money made in gloving by the labourers’ wives and daughters
being thought ample to supplement any deficiency”. Agricultural wages were often
supplemented by the employer providing, for example, 30 perches of land on
which to grow potatoes - worth 7d a week if given as part of his wages. An
allowance of one quart of cider was worth 6d a week, the cost of keeping a pig 3d a
week, and wheat could be bought at below market price (worth 7s a bushel).
Much of the agricultural work must have been piece work in Otterford as the
farmers employed few full time labourers (usually one man and a boy), the
exception was Otterford Farm which provided employment for five men and a
boy on 400 acres in 1871, and Hayne with 265 acres which provided employment
for 6 men and a boy. Casual labourers may only have been fully employed at the
busy times of harvesting, and haymaking.

Wives could earn 8d a day helping out on the farm, and children were expected to
work as soon as able, usually nine years upwards. Suitable work for girls was apple-
picking, potato picking or setting, stone picking, or assisting the women on the
farms. Work for the boys would be ‘keeping’ birds (scaring), or ‘mazing’ (keeping
pigs in the autumn), or a ‘Carters boy’ (helping the ploughman). Shepherd boys
worked on the moors, while dirty jobs around the farmyard earned the name of
‘scrub boy’. When a boy first started working he could earn 3d a day, and this
could rise to 6d by the age of 13. The 1871 census shows boys and girls living and
working on local farms, girls as general servants, and boys on outdoor work -

Henry Dommett aged 12, a ploughboy at Griggs Farm.
William Rowsell aged 10 of Housestead, a ploughboy.
Eli Phillips aged 12, a Miller’s Apprentice at Otterford Mill.
Anne Gould aged 12, an Indoor General Servant at Whatley.

 Agricultural Commission 1867  (Somersetshire), S.R.O.
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33. Lime Burning

The production of lime appears to have been the first real resource of Otterford
other than agricultural products. It also seems that it was worthwhile for farmers
to produce their own lime and, where feasible, to produce enough to sell for
industrial and agricultural purposes. Lime burning took place in three main areas:

Priors Park Wood opposite the Holman Clavel Inn, the lime kiln situated on

the northern boundary marked on the 1888 O.S. Map 1:2,500 (620 extant) near
Warren House (demolished, see page 20) home of the limeburners c.1841-c.1875.

Hayne Farm Thomas Westlake, and son Thomas, employed 20 men in 1861

for farm work and lime burning, and employed eight limeburners in 1881, the
kilns themselves were situated in Corfe parish. They were responsible for eight
kilns of the 16 known in the vicinity - to quote the Rev. Ainslie of Corfe in 1869,
“Walked up on to the hills, the sides of which are much covered with lime kilns,
and the lime burners are a very poor class”. (Agricultural Commission 1867)

Bishopswood Several lime kilns in the vacinity, some recorded on 1888 O.S.

1:2,500 Map : Lower Whatley (176 extant pair), Woodend (181 renovated), and
Hawthorne House (111 on land formerly known as Underdown - two ‘superior’
lime kilns on a 13 acre site owned at one time by Otterhead Estate). In close
proximity to Bishopswood were several more all accessible by footpath - in
Buckland St. Mary parish at Moorseek Farm (280) and Goodridge’s Copse (270
& 385 both extant) - in Yarcombe parish at Long Lye (496), and at Woodhayne
(plot 168) where Mary Webber was farmer and lime merchant c.1857.

Kilns would sometimes be in pairs, so that whilst one was being fired the other was
being cleaned or prepared for the next firing (e.g. Lower Whatley). Alternatively,
the kiln could have a continuous burning action such as the one still existing, and
recently restored, in Bishopswood Meadows Nature Reserve (formerly part of
Woodend). This is a double-arched kiln of about nineteen tons capacity, built of
stone, and originally lined with red shale or slate. The kiln is set into a steep bank
which enabled the cavity to be fed at the top and the lime to be raked out at the
bottom. Kilns nearly always faced in a westerly direction in this area because the
amount of draught was crucial to the efficiency of working. When a kiln was
prepared it was filled from above with pieces of calcareous stone about the size of
half a brick. In Bishopswood this was quarried from the outcrop of Lias limestone,
which was broken up and packed into the kiln with alternate layers of coal, two to
one ratio, typically 10" of limestone and 5" fuel. The fuel was nutty slack, called
culm, and probably came from South Wales via the canal system to Chard. When
the kiln was full to the top, a fire of brushwood was started in the lower entrance
to ignite the contents, the real chemical activity taking place in the centre of the
chimney-like structure, reaching a temperature of 900-1100°C. From time to time
the resulting lump lime was emptied from the bottom, not a pleasant job, as the
dust was pungent to the eyes and nose, and made asphyxiation a real hazard of
working the kilns. It was also arduous working outside in all weathers and
uncomfortable in the heat of the summer, especially as it was the busiest time of
the year when lime was required on the fields after harvest.
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The lump lime drawn from the limekiln was quicklime - the chemical which
makes short work of a burial. To produce a powder suitable for spreading on the
fields it had to be slaked (i.e. water added, which produces an extreme reaction,
creating steam). It was common practice for farmers to take lump lime straight
from the kiln to the fields. This had its dangers because if it started to slake, it
could set fire to carts or panniers. The lime would be dispersed in small heaps over
a field, often covered with earth and left to slake naturally, in due course falling
into a powder, which could then be spread on the soil. The action of the lime
neutralized the acidity and broke down heavy clay soils. Two tons of limestone
had to be burnt to produce 1 ton of quicklime, and a day’s yield might be 10-15
tons, only enough to lime 2-5 acres, which illustrates why it was such a thriving
industry. After the Enclosure Awards of 1851 there was initially a huge demand
for lime to spread on the newly enclosed commons.

Slaked lime was also used in the building industry as a white-wash, and as lime
putty, and when the slaked lime was mixed with sand it formed mortar and
plaster. Most of the traditional buildings in this area would have had lime used in
their construction, a superior product to modern cements in that it allowed the
building to breathe. The later part of the 19th century saw a growth of new
buildings as well as much construction work connected with the developing
railways. By the end of the century lime for buildings had been superseded by
Portland cement.

In 1841 there was only one lime burner in Otterford, Page Shire at Warren
House. He was followed by John Shire until 1875, employing three men and
supporting a wife and eleven children. The 1843 Tithe Map shows that at Under-
down in Bishopswood 4 acres were being quarried, adjacent to the site of one of
the known limekilns. These quarries were part of a 13 acre site owned by Otter-
head Estate pre 1864 and which contained “a valuable Blue Lias deposit, superior
lime kilns and quarries”. When the site with 2 lime kilns was put up for sale in
1864 it was described as “established and successfully worked for many years”.1

Certainly the 1851 census reveals a burst of activity in the lime burning trade. In
the village alone there were 6 men who were lime burners, as well as 12 other
‘labourers’. (Some of these labourers may have been the 8 men employed at
Underdown by William Saturley - too many for agricultural work on 60 acres.)
Part of Underdown must have been sold to William Beadon of Otterhead Estate
because in 1864 two limekilns and quarries on a 13 acre site were advertised for
sale. At some stage John Lock of The Poplars became the owner, employing four
men in 1881 and continuing the business until 1889. If the title deeds of The
Poplars are to be believed, there were as many as “five lime kilns and quarries”.
Kelly’s Directories confirm that lime burning was active all through the second
half of the 19th century, and this is supported by the Parish Minutes of 1898
which report that “large quantities of flint, gravel, lime and sand” were being
produced and were “in much request in the neighbouring lowlands”.

                        [1]  Otterhead Lakes Heritage Research (unpub.) Roy Coombs & Heather Wicks                       

                        [2]  Somerset Industrial Archaeological Society   Bulletins 47 & 69     

                        [3]  Richard Williams  1989  Limekilns and Limeburning   Shire Pub.     

                        [4]  Stella Dugdale  1987  Scrapbook of Corfe   Memories of a Limeburner. 
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Sketched by Peter Daniel

Bishopswood Meadows Lime Kiln before renovation Sketch Dennis Pearce
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Postscript

Various Ordnance Survey maps of Bishopswood from 1886 onwards reveal quite
extensive quarrying areas around the lime kilns, and it is possible even today to identify
the access roads which were used. The resulting hollows and spoil heaps from quarrying
have left their mark on the landscape, creating a large nature-rich pond at Hawthorne
House, and supporting an unusual range of flora on the calcareous hummocks amongst
the otherwise acid soils of Bishopswood Meadows Nature Reserve (some 24 acres of land
previously belonging to Woodend). There is much evidence to be found here of the
process of lime-burning which was carried out a hundred years ago. The whole picture
can be seen - the kiln, the distinctive keyhole shape of the quarry, the limestone itself,
the access lane used and the network of footpaths. It is possible to see what appears to be
an old trackway indented in the field in the direction of Rooks Farm. From here
Pitlands Inn would have been a very convenient point of call for thirsty lime burners
and during the 1997 renovation of the kiln some interesting old bottles were
unearthed.

Across the road from Lower Whatley is an old building (formerly a property called
Lake) thought to have been used for housing the ponies and carts for the limeburning
trade. Whilst at Woodend the donkeys used for the trade were looked after by Alice
Maud Sparks (born 1877), May Grabham’s mother. Maud was very fond of her
donkeys, her favourite was named ‘George’ and May thinks that the other one was
called ‘Keymer’. They were used where larger wagons could not go, hauling a two-
wheeler tip-up cart called a putt. Maud used to say that it was a slow job, and that the
donkeys did not have to be guided out, they knew what to do.

The last lime kiln to be worked in the area is thought to be at Woodhayne (in
Yarcombe parish), this has been voiced by several people. In the 1920’s Frank Board
(born 1908) and Jack Shire had to go all of twelve miles to Tolcis Lime Kiln near
Axminster to get lime for some new cowstalls being built at Lower Whatley. Frank and
Jack took two horses and a wagon, together with an extra horse to help get up the steep
hills of Membury. They used to set off after 8 am and arrive back about 4 pm. Frank
recalled his childhood at School Farm when their pigs caught swine fever and had to
be disposed of by order of the inspectors, Mr. Holly of Churchinford digging a big pit
and burying them in layers with quantities of lime.

Spoil heap left from limeburning at Bishopswood Meadows
Nature Reserve, formerly part of Woodend.
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34. The Victorian Church and Parsonage

After the dissolution of the monasteries Otterford became part of the diocese of
Bishop of Bath and Wells and from thereon seemed to be served by a series of
curates and visiting clergy. The local parishioners served as Churchwardens and
Sidesmen. Registers have been kept since 1558 for baptisms, marriages and burials,
unfortunately these are incomplete due to one churchwarden, who was a shop-
keeper in about 1810, using the older pages “to enfold his goods”.

The Combe family of Fyfet received the tithes normally due to the rector, and so
had certain responsibilities enshrined within the ownership, for instance, the
support of the clergy. A rectory was mentioned amongst family papers in 1603 and
1726, and the parsonage that used to be at Church Farm was last lived in by Mrs.
Ann Combe at the turn of the 19th century. As the Combe family sold off their
major properties in Otterford, these responsibilities were transferred at the same
time, such as, “the charge of providing a Minister for the care of the said Parish
and the expense of repairing the Chancel of the Church of Otterford”. Not a great
deal seems to have been done. When Edmund Rack surveyed the parish in 1785
(Survey of Somerset by Parish) he described the state of the church as follows:
“The whole roof is 21 ft. high and open to the tyles. The walls damp and green
and the church very dirty”. By the mid 19th century the Church of St. Leonard
was described as “a small and dilapidated structure” there was “no School or
Parsonage House, or any residence whatever for a clergyman”, and that “great
spiritual destitution” prevailed (printed appeal DD/DN 369). Fund raising efforts
were put in place the target figure being £1,300, the contributors list headed by
William Beadon of the new Otterhead House with a donation of £25. The project
was to provide the main population in Bishopswood with a Chapel of Ease, a
School Room and a Residence for a teacher, and the building of a Parsonage
House. There were endowments to the value of £200 private benefaction, £600
royal bounty, and £300 parliamentary grant (Bragg’s Directory 1840).

Eventually, all plans came to fruition, the Chapel of Ease was built c.1851/4, and
designed as a day school which could double up for Services and for Sunday
School, and part of the building was a teacher’s residence (now Holly Tree
House). A Parsonage was designed on the adjacent site, for the sum of £50 by a
well known ecclesiastical architect H.W.Bagster of Warwick Court, Grays Inn
(DD/CC E 1350). It was on a grand scale and somewhat cruciform in design. It
was built in 1857 by Honiton builders for £450, complete with coach house and
20 ft. well. As the living was worth approximately £70 a year, it was an ambitious
project, possibly designed to attract those with private means.

By 1861 the Church of St. Leonard had been enlarged with a new north aisle with
a three bay archade, the end responds of which are decorated by carved heads and
have remained unidentified. The masons markings or signatures were inscribed on
the bracket on the south wall. The stone octagonal font in Perpendicular style may
have been a Victorian replacement, as were new pews with numbered benches of
which some were free, individuals donating the stained glass windows. The
reopening after refurbishment was reported in the Pulman Weekly News and
attended by “the clergy, gentry, yeomanry, and peasantry of the neighbourhood”.
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The Vicarage Completed 1857. North Elevation of plans 1897 for extension and

mortgage approval. D/D/Bbm.284 S.R.O.

St. Leonard’s Mission Church (Chapel of Ease) doubling up as a school with
teacher’s residence attached. Day School open 1851-1876 with Sunday School. Regular
Services until 1967 then less frequently. Last service held Christmas Day 1973. Now Holly
Tree House.
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35. The Blackdown Hills Mission

The Blackdown Hills Mission has left a lasting legacy in this and nearby parishes
since it was started in 1863 by Exeter bootmaker turned evangelist - George
Brealey. Whilst he made Rosemary Lane in Clayhidon parish his Headquarters,
the sphere of its influence locally was from Uffculme in the west to Otterford in
the east, and two of the seven Mission Rooms were in this parish, Browndown and
Bishopswood chapels.

When George Brealey first visited the Blackdowns he found “gross ignorance and
superstition”, there was a belief in “witchcraft which was largely practised”, and
“drunkenness, which prevailed to a very great degree”1, in fact, there were places
where strangers were unwise to enter in! Here therefore, Brealey saw much work to
do and his plans for missionary work in the West Indies were diverted in favour of
working with the people of the hills. His primary work was to bring Christian
knowledge and understanding, however, he saw that there were many other ad-
verse conditions hindering progress. The hillsfolk he met were often ignorant of
the outside world, could not read nor write and were greatly deficient in “book
learning”. His son, Walter Brealey quoted his father as saying “From the first I saw
we must get the children taught if we would make real and continued progress”1.
George Brealey identified that education was in part a key to spiritual under-
standing and to many of the other problems inflicting the area, and that the
benefits of providing such education would be manifold. There were many
districts without any schools in the early years of the Mission so apart from
opening Mission Rooms he also established free day schools in three of them, one
being at Browndown which later moved to Bishopswood.

George Brealey’s visits throughout the area to homes and hovels of every
description also uncovered much destitution, “and if their spiritual and moral con-
dition was wretched, the bodily state of the poor was equally so”1. Unemployment
was high and wages low, with work where available being provided by small farms.
He found the average wage of ordinary farm workers to be as little as 6s a week. In
an effort to improve the conditions of at least some of the Blackdown inhabitants,
Brealey was responsible for sending 132 poor families to areas where prospects of
employment were better, to South Wales and the North of England and even
further afield to America, Canada and Australia.

It is a testament to this man that eventually the Blackdown Hills Mission had
seven Chapels (Rosemary Lane, Browndown, Bolham, Sheldon, Bishopswood,
The Lamb near Uffculme, and Stapley). By the 1890’s there were four Sunday
Schools, three day schools, a nightschool, three provident and clothing clubs, two
gospel tents, and a circulating library. Although in the early years the Mission was
helped financially and in many ways by individuals and other non-conformist
organisations, they have never been affiliated to other denominations such as the
Quakers or the Plymouth Brethren, the ability to be self-financing came quite
quickly and has remained so since.
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The seven chapels of the Blackdown Hills Mission, the last one was Stapley which opened in
1904. Illustrations for this article reproduced by kind permission of Rev. Ronald White.

Browndown Chapel
with Sunday School.
The main chapel room
was open to the roof
except for a gallery at
the rear for extra
seating. A day school
was held here until 1876
when it was transferred
to Bishopswood. The
chapel closed 1974.

Bishopswood Chapel built in

1874, the day school continued
here until 1947.

Bible inscription -
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The Blackdown Hills Mission School June 1911 at Otterhead, celebrating

the coronation of Georve V. The children were presented with medals and mugs.

The adults in the back row are Miss Catherine Wheeler, the Headmistress, and with her Mrs.
Morrant. Her husband Mr. Morrant at the end of the row preached at the Chapel. The tall
lady with the huge hat is Mrs. Black of Otterhead. Children include Dulcie Goodland, Doris
Willie, Lily Jones and her brother, and Bessie Singleton, Beattie Sumption and her sisters
Lily and Ivy, also sisters Gladys, Violet and Olive Goodland, and in front Bob Goth.

Bethany, the Mission’s house at Bishopswood, where the Mission
workers stayed and where Miss Wheeler lived when first appointed.

“Time and the Blackdown Mission mellowed matters” wrote W.H.Wyatt when
describing the turbulance of the lime burning years and the hostility to authority shown
by the burly Bishopswoodians to the local ‘bobby’ or the gamekeeper, settling into “a
well-ordered community of toiling folk obedient to the law”.

(1944 Obituary to Alfred Pitman)
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Browndown Chapel The first Mission Room was opened in 1864 in the
‘Holman Clavil’ locality of Otterford on a “high and particularly deserted part of a
common known as Brown Down”2. It had been two cottages, previously the
home of sheep stealers transported to Botany Bay. The rent was £6 a year until the
building was purchased in 1894 for £100. Apart from services, a Sunday School
was also held and a free day school established. An early teacher was the son of a
local farmer from Martins Farm, John Denning, who only had one arm. When the
school was transferred to Bishopswood, the Browndown Chapel continued to hold
services and Sunday School. During the Second World War the chapel was used as
a rest room for airmen and support staff from Trickey Warren Airfield. This was
run by Mr. and Mrs. Trenchard who provided tea and sandwiches (free on
Sundays) along with their Christian message, many airmen staying for the services.
At first the Trenchards slept on the gallery inside the chapel before moving into a
caravan outside. The chapel eventually closed in 1974 having seen over a hundred
years of active life and is now a dwelling called ‘Meetings’.

Bishopswood Chapel The census for 1861 shows a Baptist Chapel in Bishops-
wood, this was a room built on to the side of William Sumption’s house (the
grocer) and set aside for services (now an Artist’s Studio, at Littlefields) and when
this man died the Blackdown Hills Mission sent Joseph Bowerman to Bishops-
wood to work amongst its inhabitants. Apparently the village was noted for its
“footpads and wickedness”2 and for a long time remained a needy district. So
many were converted that it was decided to build a new chapel in the village which
was completed in 1874. By 1887 there were three services on Sundays, and it was
reported in 1902-3 by John Denning that the congregation had doubled in size,
he was working as an evangelist and preacher by this time.

The day school had moved from Browndown to these premises in 1876, initially
maintained free of expense by Messrs Muller and Wright of the Scripture
Knowledge Institution of Bristol. When their funding stopped in 1882 the
Mission funded the venture themselves augmented by an Education Department
grant. A teacher for many years was John Buckingham Radcliffe who lived at
‘Rooks’. He was considered a conscientious man and it was during his time that an
evening school for adults was started in 1891.

In 1898 it was decided to open a Mission House (part of which is now called
‘Bethany’) to house the Mission workers. Three cottages were converted at a cost
of £220 that had previously been used as “a pub, cobblers shop and a dwelling
house”2. A water supply was provided for the premises by the donation of £100
from a Mr Lock who had spent his childhood in the village.

Today three of the original chapels remain active - Bishopswood, Rosemary Lane,
and Bolham, the inheritance of twenty five years of missionary work by George
Brealey who died in 1888. Helped by his son Walter and grandson Douglas he has
left a legacy of an indigenous church in the Blackdowns, its own independent
homegrown church.

[1]  W.J.H. Brealey 1889  Always Abounding  John F. Shaw & Co.

[2]  Ronald H. White 1963  Strength of the Hills  Paternoster
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36. Schools

In the middle of the 19th century it was quite usual for children to leave school at
9 years of age, and the few that stayed on had left after the age of 13. Schooling for
children of the labouring class was a spasmodic affair and irregular attendance was
quite common. The 1870 Education Act provided education for children up to
the age of 13, however, even then it was not free of charge (that came later),
although the fee of one penny per week could be waived for those families who
could not afford it. Compulsory education came in 1878.

Otterford’s first official school was a “small neat” National School in Bishopswood
(now Holly Tree House) built in 1851/54. This was a Church of England School
and it doubled up for Services and for Sunday School. In 1866 Miss Emma Hodge
was Mistress, and in 1872 Miss Ellen Goodland.

The 1861 census indicates that there were 50 scholars in the northern part of the
parish, although no records exists as to where they attended. It is thought in the
parish that part of the Holman Clavel Inn was used before the Blackdown Hills
Mission opened a free day school at the Chapel on Browndown in 1864. One of
the first teachers here was John Denning the eldest of ten children from Martins
Farm. An early pupil was James Levi Grabham, born 1863, late father-in-law to
May Grabham. The good work of both these schools can be seen in the Marriage
Register for this period, when the ability of people able to sign their names is
evident, the trend starts about 1873 and increases with the years. The curriculum
at this stage would have been confined to the three ‘Rs’, Reading, Writing and
Arithmetic, as well as the fourth R, Religion.

In 1876 the school on Browndown was transferred to the new Blackdown Hills
Mission Chapel built in Bishopswood. This was now called the ‘British School’
with an average attendance of 35 rising to 47 in 1897. The Census for 1881 shows
that Carrie Denning, daughter of the shopkeeper at Hawthorne House, was a
pupil/teacher at 14 years of age, along with Miss Alice Vincent as School Mistress
(daughter of the bootmaker), followed in 1883 by Miss Elizabeth Vincent. After-
wards came a Schoolmaster, John Buckingham Radcliffe, who was a Certificated
Teacher. The curriculum by this time was wide and varied and in 1890 93% of its
pupils passed the national examinations. Radcliffe was a dedicated man to the
work of the Mission as well as to teaching, he died at his desk at school just after
dismissing the children (1897).

In the meantime, the Church of England School in Bishopswood closed (1876)
much to the consternation of the newly arrived incumbent Rev. J. Jackson. - it
being an Anglican school. He took the opportunity in his privately published
‘Otterford Book’ of 1880 to launch a vitriolic attack on the Blackdown Hills
Mission, or the “Plymouth Brethren sect” as he mistakenly called them, that by
instructing children free of charge they were inculcating their version of religion
on the rising generation of Otterford. He also accused the inhabitants of religious
indifference and of short-sighted economy by declining to raise the small sum
required for “enlarging the National School and carrying it on under the
Voluntary System”. In point of fact the Parish Minutes show that the parish were
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unable to raise the funding for the enlargement (to conform to the 1870
Education Act) because Bishopswood was in one corner of the parish and was too
far for many children to attend. Therefore a School Board was duly formed in
1876, with the Rev. J. Jackson himself appointed to the Board in 1879. The
Trustees purchased a corner of a field for ten shillings from Alfred Mellor of
Otterhead House, and by 1882 the new Board School had been built at a cost of
£300 situated next door to the Brown Down Chapel.

There is no information about where the children went to school in the locality of
Browndown between the removal of the Chapel School and the opening of the
Board School, whose Log Book started in 1880. A look at the census at this time
shows that in 1881 there were large farming families as well as robust communities
living at Yalham, Widcombe, Hawkmoor, North Down, Holman Clavel, Hayne,
Houstead, Fivehead and Waterhayes, and amongst them were numbered 42
scholars, with a Schoolmaster, Mr. George Packer lodging at Fivehead (Fyfett).
Thomas Westlake at Hayne had nine children, five of them scholars, and these
may well have had private education as he was a farmer of some substance,
however his eldest son was already working at the age of 13.

In Bishopswood the Church of England School (previously the National School)
was active again, according to Kelly’s Directory of 1889. The Mistress was Miss
Elizabeth Pugsley and she lived at the teacher’s residence attached. The school was
chiefly supported by the Rev. Charles Blissett Roberts who lived next door at the
vicarage. This resurrection cannot have had a long life, as no more entries appear
in subsequent issues. However the church continued to be active, calling itself
(confusingly) a ‘Mission Church’ with a banner above the door, the services being
held regularly until the mid 1950’s.

The Blackdown Hills Mission School (the British School) in Bishopswood
became a Public Elementary School c.1906 continuing to use the Chapel premises
until forced to close in 1947 because of the expenditure required by the 1944
Education Act. Miss Catherine Wheeler followed John Buckingham Radcliffe
from 1898, living accommodation being found for her at the new Mission House.
She presided over the school for 30 years becoming Mrs. Frederick Sumption
when she married during the First World War.

The Board School had a long life, the first teacher was Mrs. Cousins who taught
on average between 30 to 55 children of all ages from 1880 to 1906. Her husband
Thomas Cousins was the Attendance Officer, and three of her own children
became Teacher’s Assistants. A teacher’s residence was eventually built adjacent to
the school in 1911. Many who attended the school are still local residents. During
the last war the children grew vegetables on plots of land in the field opposite.
Empire day was celebrated every year, and the sports day was held on the
recreation field opposite the Holman Clavel Inn. Eventually the school numbers
dwindled and became one class before closing in 1967 and is now a private
residence called Six Gables.

[1]    Kelly’s Directories (N.B. many entries inaccurate).

                                          [2]    Ronald H. White  1963  Strength of the Hills  Paternoster 
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Board School on Browndown. “April 15th 1896 Mr. Finch Photographer (Taunton)
called at the school and took the likeness of children & teachers.” 66 children with Mrs.
Charlotte Cousins, Headmistress and her daughters Mary and Bessie. Mary commenced
1896, and Bessie left after marrying Walter Sparks in 1898. Source : Olive Jones

Mrs. Charlotte Cousins, Headmistress and
her husband Thomas Cuff Cousins the
Attendance Officer.

In 1884 the School Grant was £43 16s 9d which was used for slates for the
infants, some forms to sit on, and maps for the wall. The books the older
children worked from were the Royal Geographical Readers, History Readers,
Allens Arithmetic Books, Arithmetic Test Cards, and Composition Books.
Homework was done in ‘Home lesson books’.
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37. The Early Days of the Board School

Mrs Charlotte Elizabeth Cousins was the Head Mistress at the Board School on
Browndown for 29 years, teaching children up to 13/14 years of age, the
attendance varying from 15 in the winter to approximately 60 in the summer. She
taught them well by the standards of the day judging by the Inspectors’ reports,
although Arithmetic seemed to be the weakest subject. She retired in 1906 aged
65, two years before she died. Her gravestone in Otterford churchyard also
commemorates her husband who died in 1922, aged 80 years. He was Thomas
Cuff Cousins and the Attendance Officer for the School as well as being a farmer.
Thomas and Charlotte had originally come to Otterford to keep the Holman
Clavel Inn, they had three children at the time (1871 census). Mrs Cousins was to
have five further children, one born in 1880 and another in 1884 while she carried
on the job of teaching. This state of affairs seems unusual on two counts, firstly, it
was uncommon for a married woman to work professionally, and secondly, a
woman in a certain condition was expected to keep herself in confinement and out
of sight. The family home was somewhere on ‘Yallamb’ Road in the 1891 census,
from where she could walk to school across the fields. As the children grew up,
they became school assistants: Bessie Cousins was appointed Monitress in 1885 at
the age of 14 and stayed until 1898. Mary was appointed Monitress in 1896 at 16
years of age, and Kate the youngest was appointed 1898 when her sister left.

The School was one room, measuring approximately 25 ft. x 16 ft. and built in
1882 for £300 to accommodate 45 children. The stone is thought to have come
from Higher Fyfett Farm close by. A new well was built in 1887 following a report
from the Sanitary Inspector, and an extra room added on in 1894 allowing for 80
pupils altogether. In 1901 a ‘Boyland Patent Air Pump’ was fixed in the School
Room for ventilation (which appears to have been inadequate), and lavatories were
built for the boys.

The School Log Book kept by Mrs Cousins makes interesting reading, being
comments and reports from 1880-1915. There were many remarks about the
weather, usually to explain the absences from school. In November 1880 the snow
had “drifted so deep as to make the roads impassable”, and in March 1901 “The
weather has been most severe this week with snow storms, some little ones quite
unable to attend”. Once the snow drifted through the roof and dripped down on
the children. A few of the pupils came from the parishes of Pitminster and
Churchstanton, and the rest came from Buckland and Otterford in equal
proportions. Absence could be due to haymaking, potato picking, and ‘gardening’
- working in the vegetable plots and orchards. Then there were the illnesses, such
as Whooping Cough, Measles, Ringworm, Scabies, Bronchitis, Pleurisy, and
Influenza. There were five deaths amongst the school children caused by
Diphtheria in 1884, and the school was closed for eight weeks in 1888 following
an outbreak of Scarlet Fever. The children also attended seasonally, some only
attending from Spring to Autumn due to the weather conditions, for others it was
a way of life - to quote the Log Book “The four children of Mr Shepherd
Coachman to Mr John Mellor ‘Culmhead House’ left the neighbourhood for
London, where they reside through the winter.”
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There were also High Days and Holidays which kept the children from school, the
Militia Review at Leigh Hill Camp in 1884 was an example, as was the “Sham
Fight on Pickerage Hill” in the same year which accounted for half the school
missing - “Came to School in the afternoon found only 15 children present sent
them to see the sight, and closed the School.” In 1885 there was a Ploughing
Match between the united parishes of Otterford, Churchstanton and Clayhiden,
two children from the school won the 1st and 3rd prizes for the best bunch of wild
flowers. A yearly outing with Churchinford Club was popular “the greater part of
the children go to it with their friends”. In 1886 a photographer from Taunton
called and took their ‘likenesses’. Official holidays for schools have changed over
the years, in 1880 the Harvest Holiday consisted of three weeks in September, one
week at Christmas, one week at Whitsuntide, and only two days at Easter-time.
Despite a certain tendency to leniency, prosecution for poor attendance is evident
as in 1888: “Received forms from Mr Hawe to be filled up for the prosecution of
John Foxwell of Pitminster for the irregular attendance of his children Benjamin
and Albert at this school”.

In 1884 the Educational Grant was £43 16s 9d. the money spent on slates for the
infants, forms to sit on, maps for the wall and lesson books. The older children
had Royal Geographical Readers, History Readers, Allens Arithmetic Books,
Arithmetic Test Cards, and Composition Books. On December 4th 1884 the
children began learning a new song “I love the merry days of Spring”. Discipline
was meted out for breaking windows, throwing stones, disobedience, tearing
books, and inattendance during lessons. In 1881 “A complaint was made against
two boys, for calling a person names as she passed, during the dinner hour, finding
it to be correct punished them for it.” More fortunate was a child in 1892 “A pane
of glass in one of the windows was accidentally broken by Ernest Venn (Standard
IV) by a small bat slipping from his hand.” Physical Education took the form of
drill, for example in 1915 “Miss Brook-King (daughter of Chairman of Managers)
came and took boys and girls alternatively for Drill in the playground.”

The School had many visitors, including the members of the Board, which in
1880 consisted of George Brealey founder of The Blackdown Hills Mission,
Henry Hulme Esq JP of Widcombe, Reverend J. Jackson incumbent of Otterford,
Alfred Mellor Esq JP of Otterhead, and Thomas Westlake of Hayne. In 1885 Mrs
Alfred Mellor visited with an offer of ‘left-off’ clothes; in August 1886 she gave
them a ‘Tea Treat’ at Otterhead, and in December she sent a jar of cordial (honey
and vinegar) for the children’s coughs. When she moved to Royston House she
continued to take an interest, and in 1890 invited all the local schools to a Magic
Lantern Show in the Mission Room at Churchinford, followed by tea at Royston.
The school tea treat at Otterhead continued through the years with successive
owners, in 1915 the School Log Book reads: “The children gave a Patriotic
Programme and Mr Black a very interesting and instructive address on The
Empire.” Frank Board (born 1908) was one of the school children who walked
across the fields to Otterhead House each Empire Day May 24th for the sporting
events and tea on the lawn. The children from Churchstanton School came by
horse and brake.

   School Log Book 1880-1915  C/E Box 86 280/l  S.R.O
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Browndown

Mount Pleasant Farm
home of William Hartnell (see
page 64). He was a stone
haulier from c.1879 with sons
William and Jack, and his wife
kept a shop on the premises at
the latticed window until 1914

School Farm formerly
part of Otterhead Estate
and sold in 1919 for
£1,100 with 30 acres. Until
recently a dairy farm, hand
milking until 1958. This
property and the one above
have been built since the
1843 Tithe Map.

Brown Down Cottage
c.1940 on southern boundary.
Part of Otterhead Estate, sold in
1919 for £200. A tea room
before WW II under Miss
Fleming. Afterwards it was a
garage for 40 years under Mr.
David Haes, closing c.1981.

Source : Mike Fortune

Originally the farmhouse was just a
cottage with a stable block at the
rear where the horses were kept
used for hauling stone. The
premises at the rear were developed
as housing for the hauliers, first the
Clapp family C19 carters, then later
for Jack Hartnell, a road contractor
c.1923. Later still, the new premises
became a separate farm called North
Pole Farm.
Photo - Jack Hartnell b. 1874 with
the shire horses, and William
Keitch b. 1903 a road worker.

Source : Bill Keitch
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O. S. Map 1902 1:2,500 reduced

Woodend Late C16 to early C17. Tiny hamstone lancet stairlight. Grade II Listed.

Putlands Farm formerly Pitlands Inn from mid C19 to 1917.
Earliest mention in the 1367 Boundary Dispute. Source : Laurie Wright
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38. Bishopswood - Its Ancient Origins

The village of Bishopswood lies in the acute angle of land that is defined by the
River Yarty on one side, and the Somerset/Devon boundary on the other. There
are indications that some sort of settlement has been in existence from at least the
14th century but it is not known when the name of ‘Bishop's Wood’ first
occurred, it presumably refers to the ownership of the land by the Bishop of
Winchester from A.D. 854.

The boundary itself is certainly ancient, it is thought to have been a barrier
comprised of a bank and ditch thrown up by the Domnonians after their defeat by
Ine King of Wessex around A.D. 710 (Article 4). Within half a century the
Domnonians under King Geraint were completely subdued, however, the original
dividing line remained the same “between the Sumorsaetas and the Defnas as the
new settlers from the Yarty to the Tamar were called”. Today the boundary bank
can still be traced running westwards from the River Yarty over to the River Otter.

A perambulation of the boundary was carried out in 1367 (Article 8) and the
metes and bounds clarified and agreed. Beginning at Yertyngebregge (Yarty
Bridge) - which was only a ford in A.D. 854 - mention is made of various wells,
trees, ditches, and roads. Of the wells, two were newly made, and another had
been recently filled with stones, suggesting a growing settlement. Futhermore, the
number of roads named in the patent implies active use, such as Mere Weye,
Grosweye, Crosweye, and Landshoreweye, all in the vicinity of present day
Bishopswood.

Apparently, the boundary went “on the south side of Brodok” (dialect word for
Broadoak?) where a well was newly made, and “to the Head of Grosweye, in the
Wodeslade at Landshoreweyesend”. These names suggest their Saxon, French and
Old English origins. For example, we are given to understand that the West Saxon
word ‘slaede’ in ‘Wodeslade’ means wet passage or greensward and ‘wode’ means
wood, therefore Wodeslade implies a grassy strip in a wood. Could this be the
origins of the village - a strip of meadow in a wood where water was in plentiful
supply? Landshoreweye in the perambulation was also referred to as Lanse-
horesweye, which itself has interesting connotations, for example, if ‘ore’ is a
derivative of ‘ora’ (the Saxon word for a bank), then this road has taken its name
from the boundary bank.

Landshoreweye/Lansehoresweye was a highway that followed alongside the
boundary “to the south side of Putlands” (Putlands Farm, previously Pitlands),
passing three or four ancient tumuli, and onwards as far as “Suthchurchampford”
a ford on the River Otter. The antiquity of Putlands has been confirmed recently
by the discovery of a central floor hearth underneath the flagstones. Previously the
only known find of this kind was at a neighbouring property Old Woodhayne
Farm situated just over the boundary in Yarcombe.

 J.Bridge Davidson  1882  Proceedings Part II  S.A.N.H.S.
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39. Bishopswood - Portrait of a village c.1840

Bishopswood looked a very different place a hundred and fifty years ago, the 1843
Tithe Map shows the village to be comprised of about thirty well spaced cottages,
with areas of common land between, and sprinkled with some twenty-four
orchards. The sixteen acres of common land were open and unfenced, and criss-
crossed with access lanes, the main highway winding down through the village as it
does today. On the south side several access lanes served the series of dwellings
dotted along the Devon boundary, one went behind Providence (now
Springfields) an encroachment by Robert Mutter onto the common c.1822 about
the time of the sale of The Manor of Taunton Deane into private hands. The
small section of lane close to the county border is a remnant of the ancient road
called Landshoreweye and was still in use in 1843. However, portions of it were
being gradually appropriated and “the land thrown into the adjoining closes”1,
with stone walls being erected to prevent the customary right of way.

The small plots of land attached to each dwelling were tithe-free apart from those
held by Samuel and William Saturley as tenants and owners of Underdown, being
all the acreage from Mill Leat to Wood End bordering the River Yarty. A third of
the cottages were owner-occupied, the rest were tenanted and subdivided into two
or three dwellings. Houses were built of chert and the roofs invariably thatched
with combed wheat straw. (Slate for roofing started to be used mid-century with
imports from Wales once the Chard canal was completed in 1842.) The drift of
smoke from chimneys denoted a wood fire, or if wood was not available then
faggots of furze would be burnt, these were gorse stems collected from the
commons, and when left for six months were ready for burning and nicknamed
Black Jacks. It seems that turf was also burnt, for in 1834 the Parish decided that
“no parishioners (were) to have any Turf of the commons... that if they do cut any
that the Overseers get them to the poor of this parish”. The inglenook was
traditionally set to one side of an end wall, and the winder staircase in the space
alongside. Cooking was by open fire, and bread baked in the bread oven set into
the recess. A faggot of wood was burnt in the bread oven, and when warm enough
and the cast iron door hot, the ashes were raked out and the bread put in and left
to bake. Cast iron cooking ranges were available but it is unlikely that they could
be afforded. Facilities for baking were to be had at Whatley Mills (Otterford Mill)
which had a commercial sized stone oven - the fact that two new ovens were
installed in 1896 shows the amount of trade available.

Other facilities were also very basic. Water had to be collected from wells and
springs, unless a water pump was installed which could have been made of cast
iron, or of wood with a lead pipe connection. One water source was the spring
below Knapp (now running into a culvert and under the road), and a good
drinking source was to be found opposite The New Inn. The main artificial light
was by candle, although wax candles were expensive at around 7d a lb. and nearly
a day’s wages for a woman. So it is probable that tallow candles (called rats tails)
were bought or made, using animal fat and perhaps the common rush for a wick -
the plant that grows in profusion in our wet areas. Another plant that would have
been useful for the bed was fleabane, to keep away the fleas. It was inevitable that
infestation by various pests must have been common because of the type of
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farming going on around allowed the harbouring of rats and mice. The privy or
earth closet was usually outside, but could be within the house itself, when it was
full the soil was dug out and buried in the garden.

It was considered essential to have access to a plot of land to grow vegetables, and
perhaps a place to keep a pig. The 1851 Inclosure Award provided two acres of
land for allotments for the poor and many villagers purchased small plots for
themselves at this time. Even the Poor Houses had plots of land attached, in fact
Jane Herring (Hearren) had an orchard, two other plots, and a garden. Her house
now lies derelict near the boundary opposite Cleeve House. The other Poor House
(demolished c.1900) situated in the orchard of present-day Littlefields, was
occupied by the Every and Doble families. These houses “for the reception of the
poor” (quoted in title deeds) were a relic of the old system of Poor Relief. There
were also nine paupers living elsewhere in the village still receiving Parish Relief (in
kind only). A constant threat to the poor was the recently completed Workhouse
in Taunton, to which some were sent, and which was the new way of solving the
problem of the pauper.

Most of the labour force were engaged in agriculture, so although their wages were
very low, they probably had access to a better diet than the poor of urban areas.
Generally speaking, potatoes and bread were the staple diet of the labouring class,
there was little meat eaten other than pork, rabbit, or the occasional sheep that had
died. They had the benefit of home-grown vegetables of greens, swedes or turnips,
and easy access to milk, cheese and butter, and local honey. Tea, beer and the
cheaper cider were the usual beverages. The latter was traditionally given as part
payment of wages, and many small-holders and farmers made their own, as did
Lower Whatley in their own cider house.

Main thoroughfare through the village, showing Sunnyside (Cobblers), Charlock, and
Clematis Cottage as on the Tithe Map of 1843, Cleeve House was added later. The gardens
opposite the cottages were originally encroachments from the Common.
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The village would seem considerably active if we saw it today - people working in
their gardens or plots of land, chickens scratching in the orchards, the usual
farmyard noises including the cackle of geese, and the constant activity of labour-
intensive farming going on around. Many of those working would be apprentices,
from the age of nine upwards - simply used as an extra pair of hands, in fact a
third of the population of Bishopswood were under thirteen years of age (67
children), and no schools for them to go to. Literate families like the Vincents who
were Cordwainers (Shoemakers) must have been taught at home.

Added to the general picture of village life would be the coming and going of
horse-drawn transport, calling at the carpenters or blacksmiths as needs be. Any
vagrants passing through would be moved on quickly, the Parish did not want to
be responsible for ‘waifs and strays’ - a task for Samuel Shire Jnr of Higher
Whatley to carry out his duties as constable or tithingman, elected in 1831. The
marriage registers show that there were several ‘sojourners’ (journeymen) who
worked locally. These were craftsmen or workers hired by the day or week, not
legally settled and therefore not entitled to Poor Relief. Tinkers and tradesmen
selling their wares would be a common sight supplying essential goods, other
needs could be met by walking into Taunton, there and back in a day was quite
usual. The local farmers had their own transport to take their produce for sale into
Taunton, butter and cheese in particular, and animals to buy or sell. In the village
there is some evidence of stabling, at Rock House there were three small stables
and a cobbled yard, the odd donkey shoe suggesting some form of transport or
some connection with the lime burning business. It was this trade and the
enclosure of the commons that was to bring many changes to Bishopswood over
the succeeding decades.

[1]  J. Bridge. Davidson  1882  Proceedings II  S.A.N.H.S.

                                        [2]  Chard in 1851  Chard History Group   No. 5

Houses shown on the 1843 Tithe Map (and still in existence): Pitlands
(Putlands Farm), Higher Woodend (Higher Woodhayne) rebuilt 1973, The
Forge, Locks, Trefusis (Orchard Barton), Rock House (Rock Cottage), Knapp,
Providence (Springfields), Parish Poor House (derelict), King William (The Yews
and Horizon), New Inn (The Candlelight Inn), Underdown (Mill Leat),
Homecroft, Clematis, Charlock, Cobblers, Laburnum, The Old Mission House,
Bethany, Lake, Crossway (Fair View), Woodcroft (burnt down and rebuilt 1901).

Additional houses shown on 1st Edition O.S.Map 1888 1:2,500 :
Rose Cottage (Pax), The Nook, Littlefields and Baptist Chapel (burnt down and
rebuilt 1902 and called Coronation House), Sap Cottage (Green Pastures), Cleeve
House, Hawthorne House 1879, Blackdown Hills Mission Chapel 1874, Pitts
Lane Cottage (Pitch Lane Cottage), The Poplars, The Church School 1854 (Holly
Tree Cottage), The Vicarage and Coach House 1857.
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40. Trades of Bishopswood - 1841

1841 Population of Otterford 491
Population of Bishopswood 187, 46 dwellings (around 30 houses)

This is the largest population ever recorded in the census for Otterford, with many
more people living outside the village than in it. In Bishopswood two shoemakers
plied their trade, Robert Mutter at Providence (now Springfields) and John
Vincent (aged 35) at Rock House. This man was part of the Vincent dynasty
engaged in this trade for many generations. His father Thomas Vincent, also a
shoemaker, was one of only two in the village qualified for the Register of Electors
in 1832. The other being Robert’s father, George Mutter, an 80 year old carpenter
whose grandson John Buttle followed him into this trade. Another carpenter
Benjamin Vincent (aged 40) brother of John, had his Carpenter’s Shop and Saw
Pit opposite Knapp Cottage where he lived at this time. By 1843 the Tithe Map
shows that he had moved with his six daughters to Lower New Inn as a tenant-
situated behind Higher New Inn and no longer exists. The latter was kept by
Abraham Grabham father of nine and also a farmer.

An intriguing mystery concerns an Innkeeper shown in the middle of the village,
this was William Saturley, but the census gives no indication as to the whereabouts
of the inn. One can only conjecture that it was the building described as “a pub, a
cobbler’s shop and dwelling house” (‘Strength of the Hills’ by Ronald H. White)
later converted to a Mission House in 1898. Unfortunately Taunton Record
Office do not have the records for Public Houses for this period. However,
recognizances for The New Inn (The Candlelight Inn) go back as early as 1779 in
the days when a surety of £10 per year had to be paid by two people.

Bishopswood also supported a butcher (William Dyer), a thatcher (John Harris),
yet another carpenter (Robert Lock), and a tailor (John Hayes). All garments at
this time were hand sewn as the sewing machine did not become available until
1858, and not in general use until later in the century. The village supported two
blacksmiths, Francis Gaiter, and William Manning who married Ann Vincent in
1838 (daughter of Thomas, and sister of Benjamin and John).

    Recognizances  Q/RLA 19/7 & 19/9  S.R.O.

The New Inn c.1960 Source : Gwen Board
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41. Trades of Bishopswood - 1851

Population of Otterford 461
Population of Bishopswood 189, 46 dwellings, 7 uninhabited

The drop in population for Otterford appears to be in line with national statistics,
the offical report attributing this decline to “the depressed state of trade, and
consequent emigration of many of the inhabitants”. Emigration was taking place
to Australia, America, and New Zealand, with assisted passages advertised for
“persons of the working classes” including paupers. The late forties had been a
time of severe hardships caused by failed harvests and depressed economic
conditions, giving rise to the label ‘the hungry forties’. In 1846 the Chard diarist
Arthur Hull wrote “people half starved, want of potatoes corn so dear...they are
stealing turnips nearly every night 50 in a gang...”. There were also bank failures in
1847 and an outbreak of cholera in 1848. It seems probable that the rural
population might have fared a little better, however, the 1851 census shows
Bishopswood with thirteen paupers and twelve women engaged in ‘gloving’, giving
an indication of the depth of poverty experienced here.

It was fortunate that the Inclosure Awards had given an impetus to the lime
burning trade, with six lime burners shown living in the village. William Saturley
was now engaged in quarrying and lime burning, employing eight labourers on
land formerly known as Underdown. Abraham Grabham at Higher New Inn was
by this time also a lime burner, with three of his sons working as labourers. The
women’s occupations are represented by a dressmaker, a housekeeper (Ann, wife of
William Manning now a labourer), a charwoman, a labourer of 64, and a
staymaker (corsetry) who was Ann Mutter, wife of pauper John Mutter. The
village trades also included the chimney sweep (pauper William Hearren), a
mason’s labourer (aged 10), an errand boy at Pitlands (aged 14), a corndealer, a
porter (Henry Board aged 89), and a thatcher. Francis Gater was now the only
blacksmith and Benjamin Vincent the only carpenter. Benjamin also called himself
a builder and had moved into Sap Cottage with five of his ten daughters. Title
deeds suggest that “Benjamin Vincent’s new dwelling house” built by 1848 was
the property currently called Green Pastures and built in the garden of Knapp near
his Carpenter’s Shop and Saw Pit.

George Hockey at King William (The Yews) is a name which keeps cropping up -
in the 1852 marriage register he described himself as a horse doctor (he married a
widow Harriet Bennett of this parish, whose occupation was a roper), in the 1871
census he called himself a farrier, and in 1881 a cattle doctor. The Sumptions, a
well remembered family, had settled in the village and were to stay for several
generations. William Sumption set up his grocery business where today there is a
pottery and artist’s studio called Littlefields.

Thomas Vincent had joined his father John in the shoemaking trade,
(cordwainers) so along with Robert Mutter and Thomas Every, making four in all.
The number of shoemakers involved in the trade seems unusually high, however
an explanation comes from W. H. Wyatt of Keats Cottage (born 1880). As a
newspaper contributor later in his life, he wrote “the men of the hamlet were
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mainly limestone quarrymen and shoemakers. Many quarrymen made many
cobblers. The lime-merchants wore out and burned their boots, the leather
merchants made and repaired them”. These then were the pivotal activities of the
village, quarrying/limeburning and shoemaking/mending. The footwear worn by
labourers (and also the military) at this time were heavy work-boots called bluchers
- short ankle boots made of two pieces of tough leather, with iron horseshoes and
hob nailing, the precursor of the high ankled hob-nailed boots worn later in the
century. Wooden soled shoes called clogs were also common country wear
(according to the Curator of Northampton Shoe Museum). These were preferably
made from alder wood, which is soft enough to work with initially, then hardens
off in time. This is interesting as alder trees grow all along the River Yarty, and
coppiced alders can be seen at the bottom end of Bishopswood.

Sketched by Bob Page from ‘SHOES’ The Costume Accessories Series by June Swan 1982.
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42. Trades of Bishopswood - 1861

Population of Otterford 476
Population of Bishopswood 182, 43 dwellings, 55 households

Kelly’s Directory for 1861 reveals the diversification of occupations in the village:
for example, Abraham Grabham publican at the New Inn supplemented his
income by being a farmer, shopkeeper, and lime burner; William Bond was both
baker and farmer, Richard Shire a beer retailer and farmer at Pitlands. It was about
this time that the latter became licensed as an Inn possibly in response to the lime
burning trade. The Census for 1861 shows the Reverend St. Leger (aged 71), a
widower, resided at the new parsonage with his four grown-up ‘gentlewomen’
daughters together with a cook and two housemaids, one of whom was Mary Ann
Vincent, daughter of John the shoemaker. The other female occupations in the
village included seven dressmakers, nineteen glove sewers, two washerwomen, a
barmaid at the New Inn, and Ann Mutter the staymaker (now a widow).

The census shows a Baptist Chapel adjacent to the grocery business of William
Sumption. This was constructed by adding a room on to the side of the dwelling,
both house and chapel newly built since the 1843 Tithe Map. The water for the
baptisms came from a natural spring at the rear of the premises, feeding a 7' deep
pool for total immersion, and protected by a covered area. The chapel walls
survived a severe fire that destroyed the main house and had to be subsequently
rebuilt in 1902. William Sumption Jnr. was baptised here in 1873 (according to
Dr. Malcolm Bonnington in ‘Chard Baptists’), lending credence to the idea that
William Sumption Snr (61) was the preacher. Described later by George Brealey
as an ‘aged pilgrim’ he “seemed to become younger in his ways. In spite of abuse
and hurling of stones he started open-air meetings in the village, which was noted
for its footpads and wickedness.” (Strength of the Hills by Ronald H.White).

There were still four “boot & shoe makers” the son of one of them, Mark Every, a
glover at the age of eight. Walter Poole the new tailor, employed a boy - Walter
Wyatt (16), there was also a stonemason (Jacob Player), cattle dealer (William
Manning), a carter, contractor, and two limeburners. Twelve people were lodging
or boarding in the village some of whom were scholars, however six others shown
as agricultural labourers were most likely involved in the lime burning business.

The Dairyman at nearby Rooks was Benjamin Vincent (60), engaged in yet
another occupation with his wife and one remaining daughter Rhoda. Seven of his
daughters were already married locally. He kept up his earlier trade however for in

Littlefields Baptist Chapel Spring used for baptisms
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1866 he was listed as a wheelwright in Kelly’s Directory. When he died in 1871
his widow Grace and Rhoda continued with the Dairy. This was contract work
where the farmer supplied the cows, the pasture and the winter feed, as well as a
house and dairy in return for an annual rent per cow. The Dairyman made what
he could from the milk, butter and cheese. This practice was a particular tradition
in the Blackdowns and widespread in the Wessex area.

A foundry was in operation in the village with a millwright, William Batt. It has
been suggested by Derek Warren of Somerset Industrial Archaeological Society
that the foundry was making new bearings for the millwheels, because by this time
parts were being replaced with brass bearings. Worn bearings were replaced and
taken back as part payment to be melted down again. In any case there would be
plenty of work to do as six mills were in operation in the vacinity: Church Farm,
Whatley, Buckland, Keats, Churchinford and Stout Mills (see Article 20). The
deeds of Mill Leat (formerly Underdown) show that this was the site of the
foundry, and where it seems William Batt was also experimenting as an Engine
Maker - as he called himself in the 1862 Marriage Register. Also at the bottom end
of the village was Francis Gaiter still working as a blacksmith at the age of 65, as
was Edward Grabham (23) son of the publican. At the top end of the village we
find John Willie (57) and his son Eli (25) both blacksmiths, their Smithy shown
on the 1902 O.S. Map (Scale 1:2,500) now called The Forge. Here can still be
found John Willie’s name and the date 1815 inscribed in stone, and where the
new Police Constable had his lodgings. His predecessor had been Christian Dewey
who was attacked 27th May 1857 by Walter Wescombe and William Willey. This
incident was never forgotten and was related a generation later by W.H.Wyatt, son
of the tailor’s boy above, “The time is opportune to recall the earlier days when the
first policeman was stationed at the lawless hamlet of long ago. The quarrymen
decided that, if they killed the first Guardian of the Law the authorities chose to
send, they wouldn’t send another! Accordingly, one day, they waylaid the
constable appointed and, after brutally assaulting him, left him for dead in the
road (the exact spot is well-known to the writer). The unfortunate man in blue
recovered, however, and punishment of the evil-doers was duly meted out; they
were transported to Australia.” Records for Wells Assizes show that the sentence
was “Five years’ penal servitude each” (Q/Sca 64-90).

W.H.Wyatt (William Hector) wrote a booklet called ‘Wyatts of Keats of
Buckland’. His father, Walter, became a gifted writer and poet as well as working
as a tailor, and wrote a ‘Book of Buckland’. Grandfather William was a carpenter
and an Insurance Agent for Manchester Fire (1866 Kellys). Great-Grandfather
Philip 1770-1838 was a man of many parts - carpenter, stonecarver, poet, painter,
writer of broadsheets, and involved in conveyancing and wills. Around 1825 he
invented a horseless carriage the ‘Wyatt Seven’ which he drove and exhibited “to
all the towns in the Blackdown borderland”, with his young son William
collecting the 6d charge for viewing. Only the disordered remains of the
“velocipede” were remembered by Walter as a young man (republished in Pulman
Weekly News 1950) The family home was at Keats Cottage, adjoining the village
but lying across the river in Buckland St. Mary parish, and it is in their churchyard
that the family’s epitaph can be found, part of which reads “This corner holds the
honoured dust of many Wyatts of Keats of Buckland, toiling honest godly folk”.
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43. Trades of Bishopswood - 1871

Population of Otterford 457
Population of Bishopswood 179, 45 dwellings 49 households

John Denning (aged 27) who had been the teacher at the Browndown Chapel
School was living at Rooks and described as a ‘Baptist Minister’ although he was in
fact working for the Blackdown Hills Mission (perhaps making use of the Baptist
Chapel in the village until the new Mission chapel was built in 1874.) John was
followed in 1879 by another missionary worker Joseph Bowerman, also at Rooks
situated just outside the village.

The parsonage was still home to the Reverend St. Leger (now 81) with one
remaining daughter, a housemaid and a cook. There were fourteen glovers in the
village, two needle-women, also a nurse, a laundress, and a barmaid helping the
Innkeeper at Pitlands Inn. Betty Grabham at the New Inn at 70 years of age was
both shopkeeper and Innkeeper. Little Emma Dommett at eight years old was a
letter carrier, the Post Office did not open until c.1875, with John Hawkins as
Postmaster. The Foundry operated by William Batt the millwright (70) now
employed Joseph Batt his son (20) as a machinist, and was last referred to in 1875
(Kellys). Jacob Player the stonemason had moved on to the relatively new trade of
bricklaying with his two sons, and the fact that there were a further two masons in
the village suggests an increase in the building trade. Lodging with the masons
were Alfred and Frederick Denning (20 and 11) working as baker and apprentice,
brothers of John Denning above. There were also two gardeners, a farrier, fish
dealer, cattle dealer, and the blacksmith John Willy (67).

John Lock, the only limeburner to be shown in the census, leads to the conclusion
that some of the twenty agricultural labourers in the village may well have been
working in the limeburning trade. (The occupation of ‘quarryman’ is only found
once, and that was at Hawkmoor.) Bishopswood would seem to have been a much
more peaceful place as by this time the new policeman Job Perry no longer had
lodgings but lived with his wife and children in the village.

Another grocery shop had been opened by shoemaker George Denning (30), who
was responsible for Hawthorne House being built in 1879. In addition to George
Denning there were another six bootmakers: Oliver Grabham (17), John
Southwood (34), John Legg (32) who was disabled, plus the Vincent family. John
Vincent (42) had now joined his father together with his son John (16) as an
apprentice, thus making three generations of Johns in the business known as Old
John, Middle John and Young John. Old John was a widower and they all lived in
Rock House including two granddaughters Mary Ann and Bessie. An old photo-
graph (page 99) reveals that the house had three doorways, which on close
inspection can still be traced today. Granddaughter Alice Vincent (14) lived and
worked at the Provision Merchants run by William Sumption Junior. No more is
heard of Thomas Vincent who used to work as a shoemaker until he became
Innkeeper at the New Inn c.1897 to 1910. He died in 1923 at the ripe old age of
91 years and is buried in Otterford churchyard.
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South View (Springfields) when it actually faced south c.1932, tenanted at £12 p.a. by
Harold Peters ex Groom at Otterhead House. Access was from the back lane, the last
remnant of the ancient boundary road. Formerly an encroachment from the Common c.1822
and called Providence, home of Robert Mutter and son George, both Cordwainers mid C19.

Source : Owen Peters

Pitch Lane Cottage formerly Pitts Lane Cottage, a
reference to the lime burning trade, built by 1886.

Fair View c.1950 formerly Crossways of the 1843 Tithe Map when held by Grace Sparks,
shown as a pauper in 1851. She died two years later aged 74. Her son Peter Sparks worked
both as an Agricultural Labourer and a Limeburner, his wife and three daughters were Glove
Sewers. Source : Gwen Board
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Woodcroft

1988. Burnt down
and rebuilt, date-
stone ‘AS 1901’.
Name of Saturley
appears within the
house. Source :
Robert Parker

Homecroft home of the
late Frank Board 1908-1999,
who was a great help in pre-
paring this book.

Remains of buildings in the
garden of Homecroft shown on
1843 Tithe Map and other
O.S. Maps, evidence suggests
they were formerly dwellings.

The Poplars 1967
Site of tenanted cottage
in 1864 when owned by
Otterhead Estate, part of
13 acre limekiln site.
Owned by limeburner
John Lock late C19.
Present house thought to
be a C20 replacement.

Source : Alan Fradgley
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44. Trades of Bishopswood - 1881

Population of Otterford 405
Population of Bishopswood 122, 37 dwellings 5 uninhabited 

The seventies had been a time of profound agricultural depression which led to a
general drift of population to the towns and to emigration overseas, resulting in
serious rural decline. The census shows the parsonage to be unoccupied, and the
Foundry no longer in existence after William Batt had died - his son Joseph the
machinist had become a ‘thrashing’ machine proprietor. At the New Inn, Thomas
Grabham (50) was keeper of The New Inn, his son Joseph (20) working as a
blacksmith, whilst the Publican at the other inn Pitlands was John Doble. John
Willie (77) continued to work at his Smithy, and Walter Poole at his tailoring
business. It appears that William Sumption’s provision store was well able to
survive the competition from George Denning’s grocery shop. The carpenter
William Wyatt (possibly Uncle to W.H.Wyatt below) appears in Kelly’s as a
‘cowkeeper’ for the years 1883 and 1889, and yet a different policeman, Edwin
Fry, resided with his wife in the village.

Simeon Palmer was one of four bootmakers/cordwainers, the others being the
three generations of John Vincents. The eldest John had since remarried and had
bought Rose Cottage (now called Pax). John Vincent Jnr (Middle John) was
appointed Postmaster from c.1879 to 1897, carrying on shoemaking with
shopkeeping at Rock House. At 14 years of age Carrie Denning was assistant to
Alice Vincent (24) the schoolmistress at the Blackdown Hills Mission School. The
more traditional work of the women in the village continued to be dressmaking
(four of them), a needlewoman, charwoman, nurse, and two glove sewers, a
general servant and a housekeeper. Ann Mutter the staymaker had retired at 79
years of age, now unfortunately deaf, and shown as ‘formerly shopkeeper’. Two
paupers Mary Dyer (62) formerly the miller at Whatley Mills in 1866, and Sarah
Manning (75) seemed to have avoided being sent to the workhouse.

John Lock (the second) employed four men in the limeburning business, who may
have been Alfred Pitman and Peter Sparks both shown as limeburners.
W.H.Wyatt (in a 1944 obituary) tells an anecdote of Alfred Pitman of Clematis
Cottage on his death in his 86th year - “Let us recall the quarrymen of say, 60
years ago. They decided that ‘all work and no play’ was bad for their morale. So
one day, they walked to Chard Station and there entrained - so they thought - for
Weston-super-Mare, a rapidly growing resort they had never seen... Arriving at
Taunton, they were told to come back an hour later and join the Weston train.
This opportunity for liquid refreshment was not neglected by the thirsty
quarrymen, and they adjourned to an accommodating inn. Soon they started a
game of skittles, and one game led to another - and yet another! The result was the
delights of Weston never materialised - they had lost their train! In the evening, a
tired but happy body of Bishops-Woodians wended their weary way over Blagdon
Hill and Brown Down - and home! - stimulated, no doubt, by further draughts of
ale en route!”
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Sunnyside (Cobblers) 1971
former home of Alfie Vincent the
last of the shoe making dynasty.
His workshop was on the right, a
familiar figure to villagers, who
would often drop in for a yarn.

Source : Vicky Wiggins

The Lodge built by
1891, formerly two houses,
home of the tailor Walter
Poole.

Police Station (Lake Cottage) c.1895 P.C. Albert Peters with his wife Mary and
children. Before the advent of telephones, the Constable had to walk to a prearranged spot to
meet his Sergeant, submit his report and hand over any prisoners. Source : Dave Sparks
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45. Trades of Bishopswood - 1891

Population of Otterford 391
Population of Bishopswood 129, 35 dwellings 

The Reverend Charles Blissett Roberts the new incumbent at the Vicarage, with
his wife and six children, employed a manservant/groom, cook and nurse.
Adjacent to the vicarage was the active Church of England School with its resident
schoolmistress, Bessy Pugsley. The new teacher for the Blackdown Hills Mission
School, John Buckingham Radcliffe, lived outside the village at Rooks. The village
also had a third school, a Preparatory School run by Lilian Hillis (Kelly’s 1894),
although this cannot have been any more than a ‘Dame School’. Frederick
Sumption (21) now ran the grocery provision business, adding baking to his
services, the ovens sited in the back wall of the former Baptist Chapel (now
Littlefields Studio). When his son Reginald joined the business, this made four
generations in all. It is the legacy of this family that Fred Sumption gave the land
on which the first Parish Hall was built in 1929, and recently rebuilt in 1997.

Pitlands Inn had a new extension to its business, that of a butchery under James
Berry. The Innkeeper at the New Inn was Conway Grabham (26) son of Thomas,
having been a short time at Pitlands Inn as a pig dealer. Albert Peters, the new
Police Constable is shown in an old photograph (opposite) standing outside the
Police Station (Lake Cottage) taken c.1895, with his wife Mary and three children.
He had a small lock-up there, which was no more than a windowless cupboard
with a 4 ft. x 3 ft. seat and one shelf, built at the lefthand side of the fireplace, with
a lock to secure an arrest. Its only use seems to have been to confine a drunkard.

At the Forge, Eli Willie had taken over from his father, and continued working as
a blacksmith until c.1902, followed by his son John Willie to around 1927
continuing the family trade into a further generation. There were two more
blacksmiths in the village, John Bromfield and his son. There were also two
masons, a carpenter, a carter, two dressmakers, and three women grocers. One of
the three John Locks was a thatcher at 78 years of age. Joseph Batt used his
machinist and engineering skills on the thresher, for which he was also the engine
driver. The tailor Walter Poole, an agent for the popular Singer sewing machine,
became prosperous enough to build the new ‘Lodge’ at the bottom of the village.

George Denning worked as both grocer and bootmaker, like John Vincent (the
sub-postmaster). The senior John Vincent had finally retired, and the youngest
John had died in 1886. After keeping the Inn at Ashill, Thomas Vincent returned
to Bishopswood to become the publican at the New Inn c.1897 and it was his son
Alfred who carried on the family tradition. Alfie, as he was known, was the shoe
maker and repairer and remembered by many until 1946 (aged 70) working at his
bench at Sunnyside. His floor was always strewn with shoes and if someone came
to enquire if their shoes were ready, he would quickly pick them up and say he was
just working on them. He had no system, he could remember whose shoes
belonged to whom. “A clever craftsman and tireless worker, the older he grew the
better he did his job.” (W.H.Wyatt) Alfie was the last in the Vincent dynasty -
over a hundred years of shoemaking and mending in the village.
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Rock House (Rock Cottage) The Post Office c.1879-1897 under John Vincent Jnr, here
seen with the postman. Formerly three dwellings, home of three generations of Vincents.
Roof raised in 1910. Evidence of cobbled yard at rear with stables. Source : Barbara Gamm

Hawthorne House Post
Office until 1928. Date stone
G.D. 1897, built by George
Denning.

Old Post Office 1928-1990
built by Ben Clarke. A telephone
call office by 1930.

Source : Dave Sparks
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46. Postal Services

Letters for Otterford traditionally came through from Chard, a main centre since
1677 when England was divided into six ‘runnings’ or lines of communication.
The cost was 2d for a single sheet of correspondence for a distance of up to eighty
miles, and the mail was carried by horsemen at a speed of five miles per hour. By
1720 the direct routes to and from London were the only means of speedy transit
of letters. A major improvement came with the introduction of the ‘Penny Post’ in
1840 enabling a letter to be sent anywhere for 1d, and therefore affordable for the
populace, a great saving on the cost which had risen to 8d.

In 1874 Buckland Saint Mary opened their first Post Office with James John
Every (a shoemaker) as the Postmaster, followed by Bishopswood in 1875 under
John Hawkins, doubling up as grocer and draper. The postman - “John Lovel did
the principal delivery, walking from Chard, through Wadeford, Combe St.
Nicholas, Whitestaunton, Northay, Newton, and Buckland, then on to Bishops-
wood where he rested awhile before his return.”1

From around 1879 to 1897 the Post Office was run by John Vincent Jnr carrying
on shoemaking with shopkeeping at Rock House (6" O.S. Map 1887). A
photograph of this period (illustrated) shows the postman in his uniform complete
with post-bag, and the Postmaster John Vincent Jnr. The Post Office changed
venue when George Denning took over, he became the son-in-law of John
Vincent Jnr on his second marriage to Mary Anna Vincent in 1897. The new site
was Hawthorne House, which George had built in 1879, and shown as P.O. on
the O.S. Map for 1902 1:2,500.

In the early part of this century, postal orders could be issued in Bishopswood,
although the nearest telegraph office was at Buckland or Churchinford. There
must have been a Post Office at Culmhead in 1906 because the Parish Council
tried to get a Sunday delivery there, probably for the benefit of the gentry at
Otterhead, Culmhead, and Widcombe. Otterhead House always had their mail
especially directed from Taunton, and it was the task of Mary Ann Shire (born
1864) to collect their mail daily from Blagdon Post Office, then walk to Otterhead
House to deliver it. By the time she returned home to Mount Cottage, it was at
least a six mile round trip, for which she was paid 6d a week, one penny a day. She
did this for a few years after she was widowed in 19032. By 1914 Henry Ewins was
the sub-postmaster at Culmhead Crossroads (known as the Gamekeeper’s Lodge,
now High Beech Cottage). This man had been the gamekeeper at Widcombe, and
kept the Post Office until he died aged 78. For a short period this Post Office
moved to Ivy Cottage (1959-64), next door to the Holman Clavel Inn. In
Bishopswood ‘The Old Post Office’ was in fact the latest one, built by Ben Clarke
in 1928 and operating until its closure in 1990. Unfortunately bringing to a end a
whole way of life which in the past had been a vital source of community contact.

                                                [1]  Buckland Past and Present   Hind and Colledge 1974                                 

                                                [2]  Family history related by Betty Spiller

                                                [3]  Parish Minutes  from 1873

                                                [4]  History of Chard   Publication No. 4  Chard History Group
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47. Old and New Hamlets

The north of the parish has seen considerable changes in that a hamlet called
Hawk Moor or Hawksmoor is no longer in existence, whereas a relatively new
hamlet of Widcombe had been created from enclosure land in the 19th century.

Hawksmoor This was a hamlet of six or seven houses. The O.S.Maps from 1866
to 1933 show this community to be sited on the downside of the hill from
Feltham. Access to Hawksmoor was by the lane south of Feltham. Of the six or
seven families shown on the census returns for the late 19th century many are
local names: Hayes, Board, Burrow, Hayward, Manning and Foxwell. John
Hayward was a Cordwainer, a shoemaker, and the ‘Alder Grove’ close by implies
(if there was a connection) that he was probably making wooden soled shoes. The
demise of this hamlet was taking place by the turn of the century as revealed by
the O.S. Maps and its full decline may have been occasioned by the purchase of
267 acres of land in 1933 for the purposes of water undertaking. The dwellings
would not have been allowed to pollute the water courses, which ran straight into
the newly constructed reservoir in Priors Park Wood.

Hamlet of Hawksmoor O.S. Map 1888 1:2,500 (reduced)

Feltham
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Widcombe The 1871 census shows the existence of a completely new hamlet
called Widcombe. The name is an acknowledgement of its early origins as Widan

Cumbe (Wide Combe) in the 10th century Pitminster charter. In the Otterford
Book of 1880 published by Rev. J. Jackson the following description is given:
“The hamlet of Widcombe, near Holmin Clavil, in the northwest corner of
Otterford, is of recent settlement, and owed its rise entirely to the owner of the
spot, Henry Hulme, Esq. who has built and planted the whole, converting a
lonesome moorland into a picturesque abode of men. Near his residence rises the
Culme or Columb, whose waters gathered together into a lake not only to serve to
diversify the scene but also occasionally supply water-power for some agricultural
operations, as pulping turnips, threshing wheat, etc.”

The new houses were spaced out along the late 18th century turnpiked road from
Whitewall Corner to the new road coming up from Blagdon Hill. They comprised
Widcombe House, Widcombe Farm, Laurel Cottage, Five Oak (now Widcot),
and Fir Cottage (High Beech Cottage) and close by was Moor Cottage. In 1871
most of the householders were agricultural labourers, including one hired farmer
and his wife a dairywoman, and one bootmaker. By 1881 the occupations shown
are those of estate management, such as a farm bailiff, a gamekeeper (Henry
Ewins), his wife a dressmaker, a shepherd, an Engine Driver, two agricultural
labourers and two dairywomen, and a groom is shown on a marriage register for
1880. Henry Hulme was by this time a J.P. for Somerset, with a housekeeper and
a servant in his household.

The O.S. Map for 1888 shows Widcombe House as having three lakes in the
grounds of which only two remain today. The mixed woodland was planted by
this time, and a walled garden laid out. The main house was built in sturdy
manner typical of the period with seven bedrooms and the modern convenience of
bathrooms. The domestic offices had their own separate staircase and rooms. Two
cottages in the grounds housed other staff - one a gardener’s cottage and another
near the stables which later became the Chauffeur’s Cottage. A short distance away
was an underground ice house used for the storage of ice.

Widcombe House viewed from the south c.1970 Source : Pat Bailey
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48. Agricultural Association Dinner

On Thursday 5th November 1891 the Wellington Weekly News reported on the
annual meeting of the Agricultural Association for Churchstanton, Clayhidon, and
Otterford (including Blagdon Hill). Below is a general synopsis of the newspaper
article giving a flavour of the period and a hint of the concerns of the age.

This event was a dinner held at 5 p.m. in the barn of Church Farm, Otterford,
courtesy of Mr.W.H.Westlake. The building was decorated with bunting and
suitable mottoes, such as ‘God speed the plough’ and ‘May industry have its
reward’. An excellent caterer had been found in Mr. Doble, landlord of the York
Inn, who provided the dinner. Otterford was represented on the Committee by
Mr.W.H.Westlake of Church House, Mr.J.Sparkes, Mr.T.Westlake (Hayne), Mr.
Kerslake (Yalham). There were distinguished guests both during and after dinner,
including The Right Hon. John William Mellor of Culmhead (eldest of 11
children of the late Sir John Mellor of Otterhead), with his wife and daughters.
Other notable guests were Mr. Henry Hulme (of Widcombe), several represen-
tatives of the clergy, members of the committee, and judges of the competitions.
Apologies were received from people of the rank of Lord Sidmouth, The Bishop of
Bath and Wells, and the Bishop of Exeter.

It seems to have been an occasion of pomp and ceremony with no less than
fourteen toasts formerly proposed, each accompanied by eloquent speeches and
responded to by suitable courteous responses. The first toast was to ‘Her Most
Gracious Majesty the Queen’, followed by ‘the health of the Prince and Princess of
Wales and the rest of the royal family’. Next was ‘the clergy and ministers of all
denomination’ which was earnestly responded to by Rev.C.B.Roberts Vicar of
Otterford - the ‘cloth’ having been removed - who thought that at no time perhaps
had the clergy been in greater favour than they were now, and the Church was
much less in danger of disestablishment than it was a little while ago...He believed
such gatherings were exceedingly useful in bringing the clergy in touch with the
people. More speeches by the clergy followed including W.J.H.Brealey (author of
Always Abounding) speaking on behalf of the non-conformists. The next toast,
‘the Lords-Lieutenant and the magistracy of the counties of Somerset and Devon’
was replied to by Henry Hulme, a J.P. himself. A toast to the ‘Army, Navy, and
Reserve Forces’ was also proposed, the reply being given by Captain Allen. Then
to be honoured were ‘the members of Parliament, Sir William Walron, Sir John
Kennaway, and Mr. Elton’ who were toasted in their absence as three excellent
specimens of English members of Parliament, they were men who could be trusted
as conscientious, honest, and honourable English gentlemen.

The preliminaries over with, attention was turned to the work of the association
and the Chairman, Mr. Mellor proposed ‘Success to this Association’, saying that
it represented for that district the cause of agriculture, and he spoke of a desire to
encourage and promote and stimulate agriculture. They had had a most
remarkable year.....one of the coldest Winters and one of the latest Springs which
had ever happened in the West of England. He expressed concern about the
seriously diminishing population of rural districts, they were going to London and
other large places....and in those large places a restless and disappointed people,
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almost unable to get food to eat, was forming. Mr. Mellor also talked about the
difficulty of the butter market, butter being a feature of the Society’s show, having
to compete with imports from Denmark, France and Sweden, and he impressed
upon those present the importance of cultivating fruit, saying he did not see why
England should import so much fruit. Replying to the toast, Mr. McWilliam (for
the Committee) said that the Association had been 10 years in existence, and
during those 10 years they had been progressing very favourably, adding one thing
to another every year until it had become a Society of some importance. It had
been instituted to advance the working classes, and he proposed a toast to ‘The
Hon. John Mellor, President’ a more worthy gentleman...or a more well-wishing
gentleman and friend they could not find in the district. Although he had attained
a very high position in the country (Privy Councillor) he could make himself at
home in any cottage. He wanted to level up, not level down, and bring the people
up to a level. This was accorded musical honours.

Several more toasts followed until, eventually, the time came for the prizes to be
presented, and this was done by Mrs. Mellor. Those for the best harness included
prizes of whips, leading reigns, and leggings. The competitions included
ploughing, rickmaking, hedging, and thatching, whilst the other classes included a
dish of potatoes, and a plate of apples grown by cottagers, the best managed
garden not less than five perches, the best acre of mangold wurtzel and the best
acre of swedes. In the ploughing section, Otterford had a few winners in F.Greedy,
J.Loosemore, Walter Sparks, and James Board. And in the animal classes (bulls,
dairy cows, heifers, rams, ewes, lambs) W.H.Westlake and F.Greedy featured in
the prize winners. For the best three pounds of hand-made rolled butter, 1st was
Mrs. Babb (Warren House), and 3rd was Mrs. Aplin (Lower Fivehead). For a
bunch of wild flowers gathered and arranged by children attending school, the
three prize winners were all boys from Otterford: lst Ernest Venn (who lived on
Corfe Road, son of a Fish Hawker), 2nd Albert Foxwell (from Hawkmoor), and
3rd Willie Ewins (from Fir Cottage, son of the Gamekeeper).

Finally, ‘The Judges’ and ‘The Press’ were toasted, and after thanking Mr.
W.H.Westlake for the use of his fields and barn, the proceedings were brought to
a close at an early hour.

Early experiments with silage at Church Farm

Newspaper report on Mr. Mellor’s Silo. Mr. Alfred Mellor
of Otterhead, writes as follows:- “As I find that the fact of
my having built and filled a silo on Otterhead Church Farm
has excited considerable interest in this neighbourhood. I
write this to say that the silo will be opened before the
beginning of next week, and that any farmers or others
interested in the experiment can view the same any time
after next Monday by application at Otterhead Church
Farm, which is close to Otterford Church.”

Newspaper cutting from scrapbook 1894. Source : Gwen Board
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Agricultural Buildings

Walland Farm

/ Bull’s House, Fyfett Farm Stable remains at Foxes Castle

The old Smithy at Church Farm
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Anvil from The Forge at Birchwood, a C19 Smithy owned by the Grabham family. The anvil
moved with the family to Church Farm early C20, and to Yalham Farm by mid C20.

LH horseshore (part) C17 keyhole type found at Ringborough. RH collection of shoes found
at Howstead, the one at lower left thought to be C18, tongue type.

“Bullocks Walking In” 1985 at Lower Whatley, painting by Frederica Tyrrell.
Reproduced by kind permission.
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49. Farming in the 19th century

The earliest records available indicate that farming was vital to the economy of the
Otterford. Greenwood in 1822 records “55 inhabited houses, and 64 families, 54
of whom are employed in agriculture”1. From an external perspective the locality
was considered a very poor place for farming - for instance in 1851 ‘The Farming
of Somersetshire’ makes the following remark about the Blackdown Hills “the
farming of which little can be said that is favourable. The land is in the hands of
men of no capital, who employ hardly any labour”2. Mixed farming on a small
scale characterised the majority of the farms, which continued well into this
century. In the past there have been barometer swings depending on which stock
or type of agriculture was profitable at any one time. In the 16th and 17th
centuries income was derived from sheep, and in the 18th century great numbers
of cattle were reared here. The sale poster opposite reveals in detail the stock and
equipment required for a traditional mixed farm at the end of the 19th century.

Some of the land is steep and wet, and whilst the soil can be shallow with a clay
sub-soil, there are tracts of good land. Kelly’s Directory throughout the 19th
century reported that the chief crops were “wheat, oats and beans. The acreage is
2,387 acres”. In the latter half of the century there were only 3 farms over 200
acres, 8 medium sized farms, with 3 small farms under 60 acres, and at least 8
small-holdings. On average there were around 80 Agricultural Labourers and a
growing number of Dairymen and Dairywomen throughout that time.

The commons in Otterford were enclosed under the 1851 Inclosure Awards, and
thereafter improved with dressings of lime and manure, removing stones and
frequent tilling of the soil. An Agricultural Association was formed whose policy
was to stimulate the ‘cause’ of agriculture, to raise standards and to promote farm-
ing. Wealthy landed gentry were able to finance experiments in agriculture as did
Alfred Mellor of Otterhead when in 1894 he made silage as an alternative to hay
in his newly built silo. This was an innovative venture carried out at Church Farm.

Around 1890 the Culm Valley Dairy opened a creamery at Church Farm run by
William Cuff of Waterhayes House, in order to increase butter production at the
Dairy in Hemyock. This could be distributed quickly by the railways to the
developing towns and cities. Local farmers brought their milk to the creamery, as
did Alice Maud Sparks (born 1877) from Higher Whatley who used to take the
milk by horse and cart to Church Farm where it was separated, taking back the
skimmed milk for making into cottage cheese. Any waste wey was fed to the calves
and pigs. Later Albert Board (born 1876) took his milk in 17 gallon churns. The
Creamery separator, consisting of metal spinning disks, was powered by a water
wheel (see Article 20), and the cream then taken to Hemyock for the making of
butter, subsequently made famous by the St. Ivel name. When the Creamery
closed in c.1920 the milk was transported directly to Hemyock, which had
become a centre for liquid milk distribution.

                                           [1]  C. & G. Greenwood  Somerset Delineated  1822                                   

       [2]  Chard in 185l    Publication No. 5  Chard History Group
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Source : Frank Aplin
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50. Otterhead Estate

The Otterhead estate lies in the lovely valley of the River Otter, straddling the
parish boundaries of Churchstanton and Otterford. Dominating the estate during
its heyday was the manor house, traces of which are barely visible today, and about
which little is known. Of the estate itself, enough survives to make it a fascinating
place to explore particularly the lakeland areas which have become a nature
reserve. Curiosity is only heightened by the sight of the stable block and garden
terracing, the broken down weirs, the last vestiges of a boathouse, and the
overgrown walled-in garden.

From eye-witness accounts and details of the Sale Particulars of 1919 a picture
emerges of its former grandeur. For instance, there are many more conifer trees
today under the management of the Forestry Enterprise, than when the house
existed. The vista used to be very much more open, parkland in character, and
speckled with mixed deciduous timber, including ornamental trees and specimen
oaks. Purple beech trees were planted across the House Lake with its islands of
rhododendrons and shrubs, providing shelter for the rainbow trout and waterhens.
There were two boathouses, one for each of the large lakes. The ‘pleasure grounds’
near the house comprised of a range of terraced walks, lawns, flower gardens, and
included an alpine rock garden, rose pergola and ‘artistic’ summer house. Two
tennis lawns (the double one of which could be used as a bowling green) were cut
by a mower pulled by a pony wearing leather over-shoes in order to leave the grass
unmarked. Further away from the house lay the orchard stocked with a variety of
apples and some filbert nut trees, and on the Otterford side of the valley could be
seen the walled-in fruit and vegetable garden.

The house was approached from the Lodge down a carriage drive of chert stones,
with swathes of wild flowers to the left and right, snowdrops, small daffodils,
primrose, campion, gorse and so on through the seasons. The lane was flanked by
Portugal laurel hedge and sweet chestnut, it led over the stone bridge to the
wisteria-clad house, its large entrance bearing a carved otter on its stone portico.
The house was built c.1845 in Tudor Gothic style, a complex design made to look
as if it had been there for centuries. The date of 1751 inscribed on the north side
may have been part of the desire to stamp antiquity into its structure, as were the
mullion windows and internal decor of beamed ceilings and panelled dados.
Visitors were led into a large hall with a Minton tiled floor, a Dining Room of
grand proportions, and a Drawing Room with a double arch which could be
opened up for a ballroom. The inglenook in the Drawing Room was a feature at
17 ft. by 17 ft. where huge logs would be burned on the dog grate. Either side of
the fireplace hung twisted rope bell-pulls, coloured red and blue, to call the
servants. On the first floor were nine bedrooms each with their own dressing
room, two other bedrooms, two bathrooms, and a billiard room. On the second
floor were six servants bedrooms. House parties were able to enjoy the sporting
facilities, large bags being made of pheasants, partridges, wild duck, woodcock,
black game, snipe and rabbits. The Culm Valley Otter Hounds hunted the
district, as did the Taunton Vale Harriers and Fox Hounds.
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Otterhead House and grounds. 1904 O.S. Map 1:2,500. The main rooms surrounded
a fully enclosed courtyard, and the lounge overlooked the gardens and the House Lake.
Appended to the south wing were a range of buildings which included the Keeper’s Gun
Room, Game Larder and Beater’s Room. The carriage house, detached from the mansion, is
the only complete building left other than the Lodge. This latter was usually lived in by the
Head Gardener. The Bailiff’s House (or Coachman’s Cottage) is at plot 1030, of which only a
section of wall is left. The walled garden is currently in a dilapidated state, lying on the
Otterford side of the river. Two lakes remain out of an original seven, labelled ‘fish ponds’ on
O.S. maps, and called ‘pools’ by the Goschens who were the last tenants. Plot 1027 was an
orchard where the pigs were kept, and to the north is the silo, which today lies derelict.

Otterhead House and grounds
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Otterhead House from the south, the main entrance behind the rose garden. The
house was built of chert, with stone surrounds to the windows, probably hamstone like the
hamstone portico, described as ‘massive’ in the sale particulars. The 30 ft. lounge is to the
right, and the servants’ hall and kitchens are to the left. The maids had the attic rooms, the
higher staff having the better rooms above the drawing room.

This and the following four photographs are from the 1919 Sale Particulars (Greenslade)

View of the house across the lake from the access drive near the Lodge.
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The extensive domestic offices were housed in the south two-storied wing, the
servants having their own hall with a row of bells to summon them. There was a
butler’s pantry, housekeeper’s room, nursery, sewing room, laundry room, airing
room, lavatory inside and out. A huge Eagle range dominated the kitchen, where
there were various hot chambers, high pressure boiler, charcoal stove, and other
ovens. Leading off lay the scullery, larder, dairy, coal cellar, store and beer cellars,
boot house, and yet more cellars in the basement. Near the back entrance were
further buildings for storage, as well as the furnace to provide heat to the house,
then there was the keeper’s gun room, oil house, game larder and beater’s room.
Further south near the orchard stood the carpenter’s shop, timber store, timber
carriage house, implement shed, saw pit, piggery, and silage house. Today, the
only remaining building is the stable block with carriage house and its walled yard
from which a pathway used to lead to the ‘Coachman’s Cottage’, lived in by the
Bailiff latterly, the site now completely hidden by vegetation.

To maintain such an estate required a large number of servants such as
housemaids, parlourmaids, cook, butler, dairymaid, housekeeper, coachman,
gamekeeper, bailiff, plus other ancilliary workers some of whom appear to have
lived in the Royston Water area, judging by the census returns. Four gardeners
looked after the grounds, and the Head Gardener usually had the privilege of
living in The Lodge. The well stocked walled garden had fig trees planted against
the sunny wall, the 121ft. Orchard House produced nectarine, peach and apricots,
while the 48 ft. Vinery offered eleven choice vines made possible by water pipes
heated by a boiler. Two forcing houses and a forcing pit, potting and store sheds,
made sure it was a productive garden, and when the owner was residing in
London, the produce was sent by rail to his London house.

There was at one time a Fish House, described by Reverend J. Jackson in his
‘Otterford Book’ of 1880 as “an aquarium, where various kinds of trout swim in
an artificial rivulet running round three sides of a room, and may be scanned at
leisure through a bank of plate-glass.” The house had an acetylene gas plant in an
outbuilding by the back drive, which provided the house with lighting, the gas
being stored in a 4 ft. diameter holder. The water source was from a spring,
pumped up to the house by means of a 3 ft. mini waterwheel driven by a leat from
the river. The leat still remains, sited below the formerly ballustraded terrace
(S.I.A.S. archives). A separate supply of water was available for the gardens by
means of a hydraulic ram. At times the lakes were drained, the fish caught and put
into a hatchery, the bottom lake would then reveal the stumps of an old orchard.

The estate was conceived and built by William Beadon, a Surgeon connected with
Taunton Hospital. From one original lake, shown on the Tithe Map of 1843 he
developed two lakes and built the great house c.1841. The original farm called
Week or Wick on the Churchstanton side of the river was illustrated as a
substantial dwelling on the 1765 Benjamin Donn Map of Devon, but by 1837 it
seems to have been rated as a modest farmhouse, worth £5 rateable value. Over a
period of time William Beadon purchased farms and common land in the two
parishes and in the process acquired “The Manor, or Reputed Manor, or Lordship,
or Tything of Otterford”, which amounted to the rights of the lay rectorship of St.
Leonard’s Church, and the payment to such minister of a yearly rent-charge of
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£26 5s, and also “the obligation of keeping the Chancel of Otterford Church in
repair.”1 In 1861 William Beadon spearheaded the church renovation including
the building of a north aisle to the Church, and when he died in 1864 his children
erected a tablet to him in the chancel.

The 1861 census shows William Beadon employing 30 labourers on 600 acres (of
which 158 acres belonged to Otterhead itself, 85 in Churchstanton and 73 in
Otterford). He was a widower, aged 57 and had become an J.P., he had two
daughters and six resident staff. After his death Sir John Mellor (1809-1887), a
Knight and Judge, bought the estate and the lordship of the manor, the acreage of
the whole estate by 1866 had increased to 1,200 acres. Sir John retired in 1879
after an active public life and became a Privy Councillor. It seems that his family
resided here more than he did, first The Hon. Mr Justice Mellor (previously at
Culmhead House) and then Alfred Mellor J.P. In the census of 1881 Alfred
Mellor was shown as a widower at the age of 38 with seven daughters, and six
household staff, although he did marry again in 1881. By this time there was a
chain of seven lakes, created by means of a series of weirs and waterfalls (see 1st
Edition O.S. Map 1:2,500 of 1886, and 1919 map attached to the sale
particulars). In 1893 the estate was sold to Robert Lewis Lloyd Esq, also a J.P. He
was not to remain long as in 1905 he leased it to Arthur Reginald Bovill and leased
it again in 1909 to William Neil Black, whose daughter married here and whose
son John Neill Black died during the Great War, commemorated in both
Otterford and Churchstanton churches. Mr. Black left in 1915 and the following
year the house was leased to The Hon. Sir William Henry Goschen K.B.E.
(husband of Geraldine, daughter of Rt. Hon. J.W. Mellor, K.C. of Culmhead, and
granddaughter of Sir John Mellor above). Goschen negotiated a 21 year lease from
the Trustees of the late Robert Lewis Lloyd, the rent was £417 of which £339
related to the house, the rest being sporting rights over much of the estate - some
270 acres of rough pasture, plantation, arable, coppice, covert, moor, orchard,
wood, Grigg’s Common and Brown Down Common. Christmas and ‘the season’
were the usual times of visits by Sir William Goschen and his family of four
children, and later his grandchildren, the staff ratio increasing in proportion with
nannies, maids, grooms, and a coachman.

In 1919 there was an attempt to sell the whole estate (by now 1,700 acres),
however, in the event, all the farms were sold and only the house with its 158 acres
remained unsold (it was of course on long lease), withdrawn from the sale at
£9000 (the timber alone was worth £3,700). William Westlake, of Royston House
(in Churchstanton), was Steward/Agent of the Estate and chief tenant of five farms
which he supervised. He purchased Royston House with 271 acres for £6,850, he
also bought Newberry’s Farm with 80 acres for £1,775, two cottages in Churchin-
ford for £160, the Carpenter’s and Blacksmith’s shops for £180. His son Walter
Westlake bought Yalham Farm with 203 acres for £3,150. Mr G.Blay of New
Maldon bought School Farm with 30 acres for £1,100. He also bought Church or
Home Farm with 198 acres for £3,100, with a sitting tenant, Mr J.L.Grabham,
paying £115 19s 6d rent per annum. Tithes of £26 5s were also payable annually
out of this farm to the Minster of Otterford Church (the tithes were redeemed
some time later). Mr G.S.Morton of Maidenhead bought three farms: Martins
with 202 acres for £2,325, also Warren’s and Every’s (Warren Farm) with 110
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Otterhead House tennis
lawns and garden.

The Lodge Built with an
internal 83 ft. well, electricity did
not come until 1970’s.

The House Lake as viewed
from the gardens.
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Visiting nannies with resident Miss
Bulles, the baby is one of the Callar
children from the Bailiff’s Cottage c.1925.
Source : Lellen Rossiter (nee Callar) who
gave valuable assistance in the preparation of
this article.

The above statue was in the garden of
Royston Cottage until stolen pre 1943. It
may have been resited from Otterhead House
where a statue was shown in woodland on
1888 O.S. Map 1:2,500.

Source : Ben Milligan

Otterhead House during demolition c.1952. Note the deforestation carried out by
Taunton Corporation after their purchase in 1939. Even so the main house, the lodge and
the cottage were always visible to each other during ownership, the chimney in view is the
Bailiff’s Cottage. Source : Lellen Rossiter
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acres for £1,250, and Griggs with 114 acres for £1,575, he also bought land and
cottages at Royston Water and Brown Down. Trents Farm in Churchstanton was
tenanted by W.J.Martin, who bought it with 90 acres for £3,100.

After Goschen left c.1937, the house was sold in 1939 by the Public Trustees to
the Borough of Taunton, the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses, for the purposes of
water undertaking. This was the house with the estate, together with the Manor of
Otterford and the Lay Rectorship of the parish of Otterford, including the
agreement to repair the chancel and appoint the incumbent, and payment of £26
5s in respect thereof. The water from the lakes was used to supplement the supply
to Taunton and District, a certain amount being passed to East Devon. During
the 1939-45 War the Stable Block was used by the Red Cross for the storage of
equipment and the house left empty for fear of sewage pollution to the lakes. In
1947 the Corporation put out a tender for the demolition of the property,
reserving the lead and 1000 of the roofing slates. The fixtures and fittings were
salvaged where possible, such as the doors, panelling, windows, and reusable items,
then the house was finally demolished in 1952. Much of the ground floor and a
few outhouses were all that remained, and quite a lot of debris. Over the years
souvenir hunters have removed what was left and natural processes have covered
over the foundations. Fear of contamination was also the reason for the eventual
demolition of the last remaining cottage on the estate, the Bailiff’s or Coachman’s
Cottage. Anders Lane Farmhouse had fallen derelict and the small dwelling at
Royston Water had been burnt down accidentally. The Keeper’s or Woodman’s
Cottage had long since gone and only The Lodge remains today.

The estate is no longer in public ownership now that it is held by Wessex Water,
the successors (for water supply) of Taunton Corporation. Much of the land is
leased out to Forestry Enterprise, and 20 acres around the lakes managed by
Somerset Wildlife Trust as a nature reserve, with permissive pathways for the
public. The remaining two lakes are managed by Wessex Water, who use them as
a supplementary water supply, and who replenish the stocks of fish from time to
time. Today the old estate is rich with a variety of wildlife, birds of meadow,
woodland and water, plants of bog and marshy areas, four or five species of bats,
fish in abundance, altogether an interesting place from every aspect with the added
mystery of a once grand estate to stir the imagination.

               

       [1] 1919 Sale Particulars The Otterhead Estate  Greenslade & Co. Taunton

                              [2]  Report of Sale of Otterhead Estate  in Somerset County Gazette  1919

Source :
Lellen Rossiter



Appendix
Properties and Places

Anders Lane A derivative of Andrews Land which appears in the 1680 Survey of
Otterford, and which became part of the Otterhead Estate. In 1746 “Edwards
Land” existed in the same vacinity, a holding of 11 acres with 2 messuages, held by
the Every family.

Brown Down It is thought that this name derives from the British ‘bryn’
meaning a hill. (Pring, The Saxon Conquest of Somerset)

Church Farm (Illus. p.8) Called simply ‘Farm’ in medieval accounts, and later
‘Home Farm’, the demesne land for the Bishop of Winchester and also a mill

(Article 5). Sale of farm in 1651/2 (Article 10) included a tucking mill. The mill is
described in Article 20, and was used as a creamery late C19 (Article 49). Site of
parsonage or vicarage, last used early C19 (Article 34).

Feltham This hamlet situated on the boundary of Otterford was previously quite
a cluster of properties (illus. p.101), with most of the dwellings situated over the
parish boundary. The Saxon name of Filitham had geographical and historical
connections with ancient Hayne, whose earliest references appear as Haga and
Heggin. Both names appear in a small separate ‘Custumal’ in the Manor of
Taunton Deane accounts for 1251/2, and are considered to represent a late
enclosure from the lord’s woods and therefore not included under the usual
tithings. For example, each of the following persons had to provide services to the
lord - Richard, Hugh, Robert and Adam de Filitham (Feltham) and also John and
Henry de la Hegginge (Hayne) were obliged to “reeve, bedell or forester if he is
ordered; he cannot arrange the marriage of his daughter without a licence nor sell
horse, ox or young stock; he will pay pannage and hundredpenny; he will attend
the lord’s schotale like the others”. (T.J.Hunt, see Article 5)

Foxes Castle Derelict property now part of Walland Farm, formerly Deadman’s
Castle on the edge of Deadmans Common (map p.55). 1813 death of Wm
Foxwell at this property aged 96.

Fyfett Two properties, now Higher and Lower. Different spellings occur, referred
to as Five Head in 19th century and considered by archivists to mean ‘Five Hides’.
Other possible root names: John de Fyfid 1301-2, Waltero Fithude 1327, William
Ffivehede 1472 and Agnes ffifehed 1512.

Higher Fyfett Farm (Illus p.36) Chest tombs in the churchyard to the Willie
family from 1666 (illus p.12), memoral slab in nave of St. Leonard’s Church to
Richard and Agnes Willie of Fyfet dated 1640 and 1641. Their son Thomas
Willie appears in 1680 Survey.

Lower Fyfett (Illus. p.27) The ancestral home of the Combe family, now of
Earnshill (Article 15). Part of Lower ‘Five Head’ was run as an Asylum in 1820’s
specified in four burials, another 11 burials 1814-1828 appear to relate. Farm
buildings converted to residential use c.1992.
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Griggs Farm (Illus. p.24) Name derived from Grigg family who appear in
Calendar of Tenants from 1491 (DD/SP 317). O.S.Map of 1886 shows an
alternative SW trackway to this farm.

Hawksmoor (Illus. p.101) Few traces remain of this hamlet (Article 47).

Hawthorne House (Illus. p.99) Formerly a Post Office. A 20 ft. tunnel has been
found in the grounds, underneath the old access lane to the quarry and lime kiln.
It is 3' below ground, 10' wide and more than 6' high. No explanation has been
found for its existence (S.I.A.S. Bulletin No. 54).

Hayne (Illus. p.30) Other forms of this word are hay, hays, and hayes, and have
as their root word Haga meaning a substantial fence around woodland to prevent
game or swine from straying, eventually it came to mean the enclosure itself. The
Anglo-Saxon word Hege (seen in Heggin above) often appears as ‘hay’ in modern
usage, probably from the French word ‘haie’ meaning hedge. Therefore names that
appear locally as in Waterhayes, Weatherhayes, and Owlhayes, are considered
indications of an original ‘hedged enclosure’ (Article 16). Limeburning (Article
33). Size of 400 acres in 1851 employing 27 labourers, 260 acres in 1881, and 40
acres in 1999.

Holman Clavel (Illus. p.47) This parish owned property is frequently mentioned
in C19 Parish Minutes in respect of maintenance (Article 23). A poor house in
C19 (Article 22).

Knackershole (Illus. p.46) Its name when it was a poor house C19 (Article 22).
Known as Fry’s Moor in later census returns.

Knapp OE word meaning crest of a hill, or rising ground. It is the name of a
cottage in Bishops-wood, and also the name of a rise in the road near Holman
Clavel Inn known as Clavel Knapp.

Lake Former Police Station (Illus p.97) in Bishopswood, it has a holly beam
installed C20. The Tithe Apportionment of 1843 shows nearby land to be called
Pigs Lake, Yonder Pigs Lake and Hitherpigs Lake. Another property existed also
called Lake listed in tax returns for 1785 and held by Robert Willie, also appeared
in the 1680 Survey of Otterford, now part of Lower Whatley.

Martins Farm (Illus. p.24) Thought to be one of our oldest houses due to the
stud and partition wall in the hall, similar to Higher Whatley. The name of
Martins does not appear until 1784 in our researches when it was held by
Summerhays family.

Mount Pleasant Farm (Illus. p.82) Home of Wm Hartnell, stone haulier (p.64).

New Inn (Illus. p.88) Now The Candlelight. Ale house recognances from 1779.

Otterford Derived from the name Otriford or Oteriford, the ford over the River
Otter in 1368 when the mill south of Churchinford was called Otriford Mill. The
Manor of Taunton Deane refers to the ‘hamlet of Otterford’, a status which is
supported by C14 tax returns (Somerset Sites and Monuments Record).
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Otterford Mill (Illus. p.38) Formerly Watlegh Mill of 1251, the corn mill for the
Bishop of Winchester (Article 5), and more lately Whatley Mill (Article 20).

Otterhead House (Illus. p.111) Manor house c.1845, demolished 1952. Owners
were referred to as ‘lord of the manor’ (Article 50).

Pitlands Inn (now Putlands Farm) (Illus. p.83). Mentioned in the 1367
Boundary Dispute (Article 8) as Putland. Held by the Willie family in C17 and
C18. Became an public house in mid C19, thought to be in response to the lime
burning trade, and ceased 1917. Last publican Jack Goodland went to Keats Mill.

Rooks (Illus. p.34) In 1701 a branch of the non-conformist Warren family lived
here. John Boles left money for charity out of Rooks estate in 1769 (Article 18).
Non-conformists also lived here in C19 - an evangalist Joseph Bowerman, and
teacher John Buckingham Radcliffe (Article 35). The Tithe Apportionment
indicates that the ‘farm’ of Rooks was opposite, now demolished.

Royston Water (Illus. p.58) Hamlet named after Royston House of
Churchstanton. Two properties were known as ‘Webbers’ and ‘Lazarus’ (after
Lazarus Webber) in Tithe Map of 1843, and tithe-free. Three Webbers entitled to
vote 1832, therefore property greater than £50 p.a., related perhaps to Alexander
Webber Esq who had a ‘gentlemans seat’ in the parish (Edmund Rack 1785). New
bridge proposed to be built over River Otter 1819 (Parish Minutes).

Rull Farm (Illus. p.34) Formerly Rills or Rilland, an amalagamtion of three
messuages with bondland, one of which was called Owsley. Rills in ME means
small streams or rivulets. John Combe of Rill buried 1594. Title Deeds of 1810
state “acquitted from the charge of providing a Minister for the care of the said
Parish and the expense of repairing the Chancel of the Church of Otterford”.

Rull (Lower) (Illus. p.51) Home of ‘carriers to Taunton’ in C19.

School Farm (Illus. p.82) Part of Otterhead Estate when it had 30 acres.

Underdown (Illus. p.41) Now Mill Leat, previously a mill (Article 20). Site of a
Foundry with William Batt as a Millwright (Articles 42 & 43). Name also applied
to 60 acres of land, part of which became a limeburning and quarrying area
(Article 33).

Walland (Illus. p.54/55) Formerly Two Wallens, referring to North and South
Wallen, mentioned in 1745 court dispute, and 1785 taxation records. Combe
family held it 1759. Sheila Eckhart in ‘Browsing in the Blackdowns’ (1991)
reported that in living memory “women used to walk all the way to Taunton
Market from here with large baskets on their arms to sell butter”.

Warren House (Illus. p.20) Demolished dwelling. Shown in tax returns for
1785, and lived in by Lime Burners C19. Active non-conformist family by name
of Warren lived in parish from c.1597 to c.1679 although no connection to the
property has been made (Article 11).

Warrens Farm (Illus. p.20) Originally Warren’s and Every’s, and shown on the
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Benjamin Donn Map of Devon 1765 as Warrens. Called Cuckholds Pit in the
Tithe Apportionment of 1843.

Waterhayes (Illus. p.31) Hayes in OE means hedged enclosure (see Hayne
above). D.J.Pring says “It is safe to believe that practically all such names are of
ancient origin and have survived from quite early times.” 1646 Petition of George
Mutter and Petronell his wife re Water Hayes. Held by the Combe family 1680,
afterwards it was held by the Smith family for nearly 200 years (Smith Family
papers 1681-1853 DD/MA 14). The Smith family were involved in cheesemaking
in late C18 (Article 17).

Week Formerly Wick or Wyke. Origin of word is ‘wic’ OE for a dwelling,
building. Word appears in Old Saxon. Wykepol is named in the perambulation of
1368 (Article 8). Pol is OE for pool, pond or a pool in a river. Wykepol therefore
describes a dwelling by a pool. The 1843 Tithe Map contained ‘Part of Week’
which became part of Otterhead Estate (Article 50), the house itself built on the
site of old Week Farm in Churchstanton parish.

Whatley Two farms, Higher and Lower. The name first appears in 1251 as
Watlegh referring to the revenues from the mills for the Bishop of Winchester
(Article 20). Members of the Combe family held Whatley during the C16, and the
Willie’s during the C17 and C18.

Higher Whatley Farm (Illus. p.16) Samuel Shire held Higher Whatley from
1824, where his name has been inscribed in the porch over that of Robert Willie.
Farm of around 50 acres in C19.

Lower Whatley Farm (Illus. p.21) A medieval design with central passage. A
holding of around 50-60 acres in C19. Extant double lime kiln hidden under
vegetation (Article 33).

White Wall White Wall Corner is on NW boundary of parish, near Widcombe.
Earliest mention as ‘Whiteweye’ in perambulation of 1368 (Article 8).

Widcombe (Illus. p.102) Widcombe House and hamlet a creation of Henry
Hulme in 1870’s, only 36 acres attached to house by 1941. Widcombe is at the
head of the River Culm, the source of which lies behind the Holman Clavel.

Woodend (Illus. p.83) Originally three properties had this name: Upper or
Higher Woodend (now Higher Woodhayne), Middle Woodend (no longer in
existence sited opposite The Forge), and Lower Woodend. The latter farm adjoins
the village of Bishopswood, the antiquity of its building visible in the ground floor
architecture, and cross passage in plan.

Yalham Farm (Illus. p. 34) In OE ‘ewelm’ means springhead. The source of the
River Otter is on Yalham. A ‘croft’ of the Priory of Taunton is mentioned in the
1367 perambulation, close to Ewilme the springhead of River Otter (Article 8).
Yallome mentioned in court case of 1742. The farm extended to 203 acres in
1919. The present farmhouse, stables, and outbuildings form an enclosed
courtyard, which have been converted to residential use in 1990’s.
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Families

Combe Family had sizable holdings in Otterford in 1680 and considerably more
elsewhere. Name first appears in Calendar of Tenants in 1520, and the last of the
family in the parish was Ann Combe at the Parsonage c.1800. Epitaphs to several
of the Combe family in nave of St. Leonard’s Church (Article 15).

Drake The Parish Registers of 1617 to 1843 show members of this family lived in
Otterford, in 1843 shown at Upper Woodend (Higher Woodhayne).

Grigg Family name appears regularly in Calendar of Tenants 1450-1666. After
the Civil War two of the family Robert and William were brought to court in
1661 for having “not sworn to the King”. In 1680 Grigg family held a number of
properties, in 1688 Robert Grigg shown as Miller.

Lock Now a cottage named Locks after the large family who lived in
Bishopswood. 1784 John Lock held Woodend Whatley and Mill. In 1891 there
were three John Lock’s in the village.

Mutter 1646 George Mutter and Petronell his wife in court case. Family held
Underdown (Mill Leat) during C18, the site of a mill, although it is not known
whether it was in operation at this time. 1832 George Mutter, Carpenter, was on
Register of Electors. Son Robert was a Cordwainer.

Smith This family lived for generation upon generation at Waterhayes, and
married into Combe family. One Henry Smith appears in the Calendar of Tenants
in 1656, and the last Smith to be buried in St. Leonard’s churchyard was Henry
Smith in 1928. Smith Family papers in Record Office cover period 1681-1853
under DD/MA (Articles 17 and 25).

Sparks Anastace Sparks appears in 1680 Survey, in 1702 baptism of Joane
daughter to John Sparks, and in 1756 Fridayweed Summerhays married Edmund
Sparks. Sparks were at Walland in C19, and still in locality.

Warren Family who became non-conformists lived in the parish from at least
1597 when two married into the Fry family. Matthew Warren headed important
Acadamy in Taunton c.1687, surrendered his Otterford holdings in 1709. (Article
11).

Westlake The family appear in the Registers from 1754, the common family
name was William. In 1766 the family held Higher Fyfett, Yalham and Stone
Wall, in 1800 they held Higher Fyfett, Yalham and Pitlands, and in 1825 they
held Higher Fyfett, Yalham and Hayne. W.H.Westlake farmed at Church Farm
in late C19, and William Westlake was agent for the Otterhead in 1919.

Shire Name of Page Shire appears occasionally, e.g. 1770 Page, son of John and
Grace Shire baptised, and appears again in C19. In 1784 the Shires held
Woodend, Pitlands and Rull. From c.1824 Samuel Shire was at Higher Whatley.
The Shires of Lower Whatley settled early C20 and are of a different family.
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Spiller Marriage of an Agnes Spiller in 1639. John Spiller at Lower Fyfett in
1784, first as a tenant then in 1800 as purchaser. A widespread family today.

Willie Name also appears as Willy, and fill pages of the early registers dating from
1558. There are two memorial slabs in the nave of the church, and all the chest
tombs in the churchyard are to the Willie family of Fyfett (C17), Woodend
(C18), and Whatley (C19). 1739 Richard Willie was a Tallow Chandler (DD/SP
290). Family name survives in the locality, the last of the Willie’s in Otterford was
Victor Spiller’s mother at Otterford Mill.

Vincent Family name of shoemakers in Bishopswood in C19. One Thomas
Vincent first appears in Calendar of Tenants in 1569, another Thomas appears in
the lay subsidy returns for 1641/2, and the last Thomas Vincent was buried in St.
Leonard’s Churchyard 1923 aged 91. The last shoemaker was his son Alfie
Vincent who died 1946.

Abbreviations :

S.I.A.S. Somerset Industrial Archaeological Society

S.A.N.H.S. Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society

S.R.O. Somerset Record Office

S.R.S. Somerset Record Society

Illustrations used on pages iii & iv.

Arthur Wood shepherd at Hayne Farm c.1925 source : Betty Spiller.

Shire Horses at Higher Whatley Farm c. 1929 source : Frank Board.
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Written in 1944 by W.H.Wyatt
on the death of Alfred Pitman

“Today, not a quarryman is left
under the brownest of downs.
Alfred is no more; not a stone is
dug; not a kiln is lit; not a load of
culm is fetched: not a load of lime
is carted. A solitary shoemaker still
plies his hammer and his awl, but
not for the lime-men’s burned-out
boots. And for years past, the place
has been so complacent that no
policeman has been placed there!”






