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BOCLAND SANCTE MARIE 

1. 

There is a legend which tells that Buckland St. Mary was the last place in Somerset where 
the red-coated Fairies were seen, and that they fought a great battle with the Pixies who wore 
Green. The outcome was victory for the latter, which must be regarded as unfortunate, as 
according to “Somerset Folklore” (ROL, Tongue) the Pixies were red-headed, with pointed ears, 
short faces, turned up noses and often cross-eyed. To establish the truth is beyond our skill, but 
there is little doubt that this area of the Blackdown Hills was fought over more than once in times 
long past, by Early Britons, Romans, and Saxons in their day.  

According to Chamber’s Dictionary, the word “Buck” applies to the males of deer, goats, 
hares and rabbits, and the flesh of these might well have formed a substantial part of the diet of the 
early dwellers in our area. This abundance of meat, which seems to have existed hereabouts from 
ancient times, might have been considered a strong argument for the siting of the village in the 
position it occupies. It would be in a veritable “BUCK-LAND”, contrasting sharply with the 
adjoining Somerset levels where eels, fish and web-footed fowl would be the main foods.  

Such a natural derivation, however, is not accepted by the Rev. J. Collinson in his great 
book on Somerset written in 1791. He says the word BUCKLAND is of Saxon origin, 
BOCLAND in that language; signifying such lands as were granted by the Saxon kings to their 
thanes or nobles; these territories were so called because, being hereditary, and exempt from vulgar 
services, they were conveyed by charter, and committed to a BOOK, (Bocland, Boukland, etc.). It 
was surveyed for the Domesday Book (1067) under the title of lands belonging to the King’s 
thanes, or personal attendants – “Brictric and Ulwarde hold of the King BOCHELAND”. The 
same held it in the time of King Edward and gelded for one hide and a half. In the days of Edward 
I we find this manor, with the advowson of the church, possessed by the family of Meriet, who had 
great estates in these parts. (In 1067 Hardimus de Meriet, the greatest of the Somerset Anglo Saxon 
thanes was killed defending the coast against the Danes.) Other lands in Buckland belonged in the 
same reign to the family of Russell. 

This theory, in turn, is challenged by D.J. Pring, who says “BUCKLAND” does not 

necessarily denote land that is in copyhold. The first syllable may come from “BEAC” or “BEOC” 
which is Saxon for a Beech tree, Thus ”BEOCAN-LONDE” could mean the “Land of Beeches” 
which Buckland certainly is today. Since, however, there are two different points in the 

Blackdowns known as “Buckland Hill” it still leaves the matter in some ambiguity. 

We are told in the Anglo Saxon Chronicle that Ine, leader of the West Saxons or men of 
Wessex, defeated Geraint, the prince of Devon, at Buckland; and it seems likely that the river Yarty 
became the border of Wessex, with Taunton, founded by Ine, as his western stronghold. In his 
book “The Saxon Conquest of Somerset” published in 1933, D.J. Pring goes on to say “That the 
Saxon advance was on more than one line of road is highly probable, They had already found the 
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advantage of utilizing the old Roman roads, and there seems to be some evidence of them having 
used the “Old Way” that runs past Ilton, and is still marked as such on the Ordnance map. 
Following this the Saxon soldiery would have crossed the Ile near Ilton Bridges, just below 
Puckington. Less than two miles further to the West along this road we find the name “Cad 
Green”. Now “Cad” is the Early British for “slaughter” so Cad Green plainly indicates a battle of 
some sort. The road then passes to Broadway, a name which is certainly indicative of a Roman 
road. Further on in the direction of Buckland we come to a spot known as Plyers Hill, apparently 
derived from “PLEGA” which is another Saxon word connected with fighting and bloodshed. 
Beyond this we are confronted by the name “DOMMETT” applied to a steep bluff of rising 
ground of considerable natural strength and of a fair extent in area. Proceeding westwards past the 
foot of Buckland Hill an invader of the British Territory would have been brought to a halt by the 
great hill fortress of Neroche. Whether these mighty ramparts defending its eastern slope were ever 
manned by Geraint and his warriors may be open to argument, but at least it is clear that these 
earthworks exactly correspond to the direction from which the Saxon onslaught was to be 
expected”. 

According to Burrow (“Ancient Earthworks and Camps of Somerset”) Castle Neroche with 
its tremendous trenches and its outer keep is very largely a Norman work, and it is reasonable to 
suppose that they adapted some of the more imposing hill fortresses left as a heritage by their 
predecessors. No traces of Roman occupation have been found, but the Normans seem to have 
been responsible for the massive fortifications which have been built and rebuilt on the site. In the 
face of such great strength it is surely a trifle quaint that the parish boundary appears to ignore the 
whole site except where it runs along a small part of the south-eastern outer rampart, between the 
Castle Inn, (now known as Neroche House) and the gate to the present car park. Parish boundaries 
are ancient, dating tack to 960 A.D. which suggests that the line may have been fixed prior to the 
Norman fortifications. Beyond the car park gate it plunges down through woodland to the North 
of Castle Farm, but the slope of the ground has probably been altered by land-slips. Indeed, the 
Celtic words for “a new ridge formed by a landslide” have been suggested as a basis for the name 
Neroche. 

The line of the inland cliff running from Castle Neroche nearly to the Eagle Tavern, seems 
to have been part of the natural western boundary of the Forest of Neroche, mentioned in 1245 as 
one of the five Royal Forests in the County. It is said to have contained 800/900 acres, and 
extended to “the parishes of Broadway, Bickenhall, Beer Crewcombe, Ilton, Barrington, Ashill, 
Ilminster, White Lackington, Curland:, Donyatt, Isle Abbots, Hatch Beauchamp, and the tithing 
of Dommett in the parish of Buckland St. Mary”. Otherwise described as “an extensive territory of 
uncultivated ground kept in virgin condition for the wild beasts of the forest, beasts of chase, and 
beasts and fowls of warren”. Royal Forest or not, it seems to have been the source of many a good 
feast in the village, and in 1371 (Close Rolls) we learn that “John de Foxle, keeper of the King’s 
Forest, this side Trent, in his representative in the Forest of Racchich, received an order to deliver 
to bail Peter Whyte, parson of Bokeland St. Mary, and Adam Swyft, taken for an alleged trespass 
of venison in the said forest for which they are indicted”. 
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In 1615 “Wm. Robins came into Forest Neroche with crossbow in his hand purposing to 
kill a deer. He said he was entreated so to do by his brother – a Mr. Boobier had requested him to 
provide a deer on reward”. 

From the 1616 Quarter Sessions Records – “Complaint that Nicholas Warren of Buckland 
St. Mary hath newly erected a cottage upon the forest which is suspected to be much prejudiced 
unto His Majesty’s game in the Forest of Neroche by harbouring and receiving idle fellows. 
Nicholas Warren said it is an ancient dwelling house, NOT newly erected. Sir George Speke and 
Christopher Preston Esq., to view, and if found to be new, pull it down. Should Warren be 
obstinate, bind him over to next Sessions”. 

Laws against poaching were made even more severe in the eighteenth century, as the 
following extract shows: – “That after the first day of June 1723, whatever persons armed with 
offensive weapons and having their faces blackened, or being otherwise disguised, are found in any 
forest, park, or grounds enclosed with any wall or fence, wherein deer are kept, or in any highway, 
heath or down, or do unlawfully hunt, kill or steal any red or fallow deer, or maliciously break 
down the head of any fish pond… shall be deemed guilty of felony, and without benefit of clergy 
shall suffer pains of death as felons so convicted”. (“Immortal Turpin”.) 

2. 

From various sources we now attempt to record a few events in Buckland up to the end of 
the 17th century. 

From the Register of John de Drokensford, Bishop of Bath et Wells, 1309-1329. “Roger de 
Acton Burnell, instituted Rector of Bokeland St. Mary, vice Richard Molyns, resigned. Patron 
Margaret de Meriet”, 

From the Register of Walter Giffard, Bishop of Bath et Wells, 1265/6 and Henry Boweth 
1401-7. “5th March 1408 the Vicar General at Wells instituted Sir John Lemyngton, priest, to the 
church of Bokeland St. Mary vacant by the death of Sir Peter Whyte the last Rector, at the 
presentation of Edward, Duke of York.” 

From “Notes on the history of Dillington” by Mr. Vivian Neal, it is recorded that in 1444 
there died Sir John Speke of White Lackington, who had at one period given support to the 
insurrection led by Perkin Warbeck, for which misdemeanour he was heavily fined by Henry VII. 
However, not long afterwards, while the instalments of the fine were still being paid, he was 
appointed one of the three gentlemen of Somerset who were to meet the Spanish Princess 
Katherine of Aragon when she passed through the county on her way to her marriage with Prince 
Arthur, which was to prove so disastrous. But on the day when she and her retinue may have 
wound their way down the hill through Marsh, to be received as they splashed through the Yarty, 
and then escorted along the crude road (now known as “the longest lane in Somerset”) towards 
Ilminster, it can surely be imagined as an hour of colour and excitement for all good persons of 
Buckland St. Mary who could make their way to the roadside. 
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Two indentures dated 1582 have survived (now in the Public Records Office) one whereby 
Wm. Sellwood of Blindmoor, gent. sold to Wm. Everie of Chard, merchant, the manor of 
Westcomland with all hereditaments, and the other whereby Elize Bevyn of Ilton, gent. sold to 
John Wadham of Merifield his tenement in Buckland Marye called Ridnes, now in the tenure of 
Rich. Trenigan. 

We know, too, that between 1660 and 1688 various Quakers in Buckland were punished 
for attending Meetings, refusing to swear, and withholding tithes. In Hare Lane there is still a 
corner of land known as “Quaker’s Burial Ground” (a spot with a marvellous view) and we should 
like to know more about this. 

There is also a document dated 1658 whereby Francis Hann releases his interest in The 
Rectory to Alex. Popham of Littlecote, (Wilts.). 

There is a memorandum in one of our Church Registers stating that in 1638 Wm. Piers, 
clerk, Archdeacon of Bath and Rector of Buckland St. Maria, did on Sunday Feb. 10th read the 
Book of Articles of Religion publically at the time of Divine Service in the presence of Richard 
Prigge (Rector of Ivelchester), H. Kymer, Leonard Trott, J. Gollop and six others. He was also 
Vicar of Kingsbury Episcopi, and in 1660 petitioned to secure the profits of both livings. “A 
Compleat History of Somerset” dated 1742 relates that “Mr Wm, Piers, Bishop Piers’ son, was an 
eminent sufferer, for during the Rebellion as he was sequestered from all his preferments, so he was 
driven to such straits that for a mere subsistence he was forced to marry an ordinary woman with a 
very small estate, and turn farmer, or rather day-labourer, upon it; the value of it being so little that 
he was forced to thrash in the barn and go to market to sell cheese, which he was seen to do in 
Ilminster market. And because this did not sufficiently maintain him and his ‘tis said that he used 
to travel up and down the country with a little paultry horse to sell tobacco. But this is certain, that 
he often went to Taunton market with a horse load of apples to sell them there, that he might have 
money to buy provisions, and often he begged a pitcher of whey to keep him from starving. In 
these afflictions he had several other companions, all sequestered clergymen, who sometimes 
meeting together had no other repast but a piece of bread which they ate with salt, and a little 
water for drink. 

But this was not terrible enough, as the prevailing powers then thought, this gentleman 
must be imprisoned for no crime, but because, being Godfather to a friend’s child, he gave it the 
name Charles. 

Out of them all God delivered him by the restoration of King Charles II, when he became 
Doctor of Divinity at Oxford, Archdeacon of Taunton (1643) Prebendary of Wells, and Rector of 
Christian Malford in Wiltshire, which he enjoyed for many years, not dying till the year 1682, 
gaining by then a good estate in money and lands.” 

In his published will property left included “all my farms at West Bradley, Baltonsborough, 
Huntspill and St. Andrews, Wells, and my Manor House at Walthamstowe, Essex, and at Mile 
End near London”. 
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The succeeding Rector of Buckland, Francis Hathway (1661-1677) appears to have been 
involved with troubles of a different nature according to the reports of Court Sessions in 1664. 
Examined by “Henry Walrond Esq,, one of H.M. Justices of the Peace for Somerset” various 
witnesses, including Hathways “second daughter, Elizabeth” who was then a child, gave their 
accounts of an attack by the Rector’s “spaniel bitch, which did draw out the throat of a man who 
did bleed so much that he died”. The body was then buried in a pit, “but who made the pit and 
who buried him she did not know”. Asked what happened to the dog, “her father caused it to be 
hung on an apple tree and gloves made with the skin”. Another witness, Agnes Colsery, stated that 
she had been told that “Mr. Hathway did beat Betty his wife for speaking about the dog that bit 
the man” but Robert Baker (for the defence?) stated that “ever since Agnes Colsery came into the 
Parish she had been a very great enemy to all Ministers, especially those that had been loyal to His 
Majesty and observed the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of England”. 

1665 (Tailpiece). An order by John Buckland and Peter Rayner Esquires, Justices, touching 
the maintenance of Francis, a base child of Mary Hopkins – Francis Hathway being the reputed 
father. 

Another note from the Court Sessions in 1670 – Hugh Robins sayeth he saw Hercules 
Manning of Dommett take away a turkey cock from his dog and take to his own house. On going 
to said house found him stuffing a bolster and pillow with feathers, which feathers compared with 
those seen before. 

In 1679 “James Wale of Buckland St. Mary in this county husbandman being sworne saith 
that yesterday being Sunday the 22nd instant, William Dollond, Joseph Dolland, taylors, and 
Robert Trenchard, husbandman, all of the said parish of Buckland St. Mary, did trespass in 
unlawful fashion on the Lord’s Day by playing at ffyves about the span of two hours against the 
wall of the church, and strooke their ball into this informant’s garden and unlawfully went into his 
garden and trodd down his cabbage plants and other things there growing up which this informant 
forbade them so to do: notwithstanding which they continued their exercise and strooke in their 
ball again, upon which this informant took it up to prevent further mischife, upon which without 
other provocation the said William Dollond and Joseph Dollond came into this informant’s 
garden and fell upon him and beat him much, and ye said Joseph strooke him with a stone in his 
hand and hurted both his eyes, and the said Robert Trenchard stood by looking on, and refused to 
assist this informant”. 

At the end of the 17th century there is a comment in the Lambeth Palace Manuscripts 
“Buckland St. Mary: Presentation F. Popham. Value four score pounds p.a. I can’t find any 
augmentation at any time nor anything that is worthy of remark! Present Rector, Joseph Barker”. 

We have little information of the other Rectors in this period. Richard Bettye was buried 
here in 1578, so was John Bowbeare in 1636, so it would appear that some of the earlier clergy 
may have been more faithful to their Parish. It must be remembered that the clergy could then 
hold several livings simultaneously, residing mainly in the most “civilized” area whilst the grossly 
underpaid curates did the work in the less fashionable districts. 
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A glance at our earliest registers (from 1538) show that the most repeated surnames are 
Collins, Gollupe, Horsye, Robins and Wyatt. North starts in 1592 and Billing in 1610. Aplin is 
prominent in the early days, but gets lost in the 18th and early 19th centuries, before returning. 
Violetts were here, also Churchill, Boobye, Hill, Moore and Trenchard. There are several mentions 
of a family called “Herne” of The Grange circa 1572, and in 1610 a pathetic burial record “An 
aged woman in a house at Dommett”. Unfortunately, the registers 1642-1705 are missing. 

The Grange, now known as The Old Manor, is a very old foundation, but we have no 
information of any family connections. In a report of the Charity Commissioners mention is made 
in “Gilbert’s Returns, 1786” of a sum of £40 given by Arthur Hearn, but if this was ever received 
we do not know. 

3. 

Returning to Collinson’s description of the Parish in 1791 we read “It extends nearly five 
miles from East to West, and contains three tithings and hamlets: – 

Buckland – 24 houses near the Church. 
Westcombland – 28 houses (18 farms).  
Dommet – 20 houses (15 farms). 

There are about 30 single houses and cottages. In the whole about 100 houses and 540 
inhabitants”. Today the name “Westcombland” is rarely used, but it appears on the Ordnance 
Survey maps to the North West of Birchwood and Blindmoor, by Hornsey Lane. From the 
numbers of houses in the three tithings it would seem that in 1791 Westcombland was a much 
more thickly populated area than at present. Population figures for the parish are : – 

1791 – 540  inhabitants. 
1801 – 418  “ 
1851 – 758   “ (maximum for 100 years) 
1901 – 474  “ 
1961 – 500  “ 

Further extracts from Collinson (with our comments in brackets) state that “The situation is 
pleasant, being under the North ridge of the Blackdown Hills, and agreeably varied with eminenses 
and vales. A fair for cattle and toys is held here on the Wednesday and Thursday after the 20th of 
September” (maybe in the field known as ‘Old Fair Close’). “The manor is chiefly dismembered, 
what little remains is the property of Isaac Elton Esq., of Bristol. The Church is a neat structure, 
eighty feet long and forty-five feet wide. It consists of a nave, two side aisles and chancel, all leaded 
except the last.” (This would have been the Church demolished when the present one was built.) 
“In the Churchyard are nine tombs, and a stone cross with the top of the pillar broken off. Here 
also is a large yew tree, whose trunk is four yards circumference at four feet above ground. There is 
a considerable quantity of common land in this parish on which the poor are privileged to cut fuel” 
(suggesting the origin of the name ‘Coal Furze’ a small piece of common land until enclosed). 
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“Several brooks run through the parish containing trout and eels” (and salmon above Bishopswood 
Bridge, we are told by those who should know!). 

Overseers of the Poor – Accounts 1767-1779 and 1782-1788 and the Churchwardens Accounts 
1792-1860.  

From a study of the above records it is possible to gain much information on the 
conditions in the parish around 200 years ago. The accounts, containing hundreds of entries, are 
written by many hands, (both the Overseers and Churchwardens being elected on an Annual basis) 
and remain today, some bold, some almost too faint to be seen, in an assortment of penmanship 
from “copper plate” to almost unreadable. Both Overseers and Churchwardens were responsible 
not only for their disbursements, but for the levying and collection of Poor Rates and Church 
Rates to defray their expenses.  

Something of what this entailed may be gauged from the following random Extracts: – 

Overseers of the Poor Accounts: –        s.  d. 

4 yds. of Cloath for Isaac Domott and Treming and Makon.    10. 6. 
John Robins in time of need.       2. 0. 
Wm. Silvester in sickness.       5. 0. 
A Shroud and Coffin and Grave for Thos. Harvey.     11. 6. 
Rachel Wyatt for a Bottol of fesech for S. Domott.    1. 0. 
A man and horse for going to the Doctor for Betty Eliot when 

she broke her arm several times.     4. 0. 
A pair of shoes for Hitchcock’s Boy.      1. 10. 
Two yards of Lincey for Sylvester’s Child.     2. 2. 
Paid ye Taylor for making the Coats and Jackets.     1. 6. 
Mending Hitchcock’s Maids shoes.       5. 
Nath. Dommett bleding and fesick.      3. 0. 
A shift for Sylvester’s wife.       3. 4. 
Churchill’s daughter in sickness, and a shift.     5. 0. 
Petter Rowswill a pare of shoos.      5. 0. 
For 9 quorts of Drink for a Parish Meeting.     2. 3. 
Sam Street cloth for a waistcoat.      4. 0. 
A pair of Breeches for Vicory’s Boy.      2. 0. 
Mercah Dommett when the smallpox was in the house.    4. 6. 
For a coffin for Geo. Street.       8. 0. 
Paid for the bier and grave.       2. 0. 
Paid for a shirt and shift for Hitchcock’s children,  

and a Shirt for Sam Street’s children.     5. 4. 
Paid Symon Paul for making a waistcoat and other things.   1. 4. 
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“At a Public Vestry held at Buckland St. Mary 27th of October 1775 it was then and there 
agreed that for ye future every Estate in ye said Parish of ye yearly value of 36 pounds per annum, 
as charged to ye poor rate, shall be obliged to take a poor child or a parish apprentice, and all 
estates over and under that yearly value to contribute in proportion at ye rate of 5 pounds for every 
apprentice so bound, Signed by: – Leonard Trott, Daniel Violett, John Dummitt, Jn. Standerwick, 
Arther Turner, Daniel Wyatt, Wm. Wyatt, Thos. Lutley and John Wyatt.” 

“At a Vestry held the 21st day of April 1778 it was resolved that Thos. Willey and Henry 
Bale, succeeding Overseers of the Poor of Buckland St, Mary, should forthwith proceed to Build 
and Erect a House at a certain spot to be chosen and appointed by such inhabitants of the said 
Parish as shall meet at a future Vestry to be held upon due Notice given for that purpose, and to 
lay out and expend the sum that shall at such Vestry be apportioned and thought needful, and tis 
further ordered that the said Overseers shall forthwith sell at the most advanced price the House 
and backside (late Joan Street) near Blackwater, and the House (late Sam Street) in a certain place 
called Silver Street, in order to reimburse the said Overseers of the said sum so apportioned. 
Signed: – Jacob Hayes, Isaac Standerwick, D. Violett, John Wyatt, Dan. Wyatt, Sam Parsons and 
John Dummett.” 

“14th June 1778. At a Vestry Meeting held this day it was resolved that Thos. Willey and 
Henry Sale should forthwith build and erect a house for the use of the Poor on a certain spot of 
ground near the Church now used or occupied by paupers of the Parish by the appointment of the 
Overseers for the time being – and that the said Overseers should build the same length, breadth, 
and form as they should think proper and most expedient for the Poor’s comfortable abiding – 
provided the Expense shall not Exceed the sum of fifty pounds – and further it is agreed that the 
said overseers shall be reimbursed the expense by a Rate, or out of the Poor Rate to be made for the 
relief of the poor for this year.” 

“Memorandum the 8th day of August 1778 – contracted with T. Roben, Churchwarden, 
and Thos, Willey and Henry Bale, Overseers, to build the Poor House in the said Parish at one 
shilling and sixpence per hour and to turn an Arch over Every Door, window and chimney – and 
the said building shall be compleat and finished on or before the Twentieth Day of October next, 
ensuing under the penalty of five pounds.” 

From this it will be seen that country folk of those days were quite capable (and allowed!) 
to run their own affairs. We are so far unable to trace the location of this Poor House, but think 
that it might have been where the present Lych Gate stands. The story continues: – 

“At a Vestry on the 9th Day of October 1778, upon due notice given for Sale of a Cottage 
within the Parish late Sam Street, it was agreed that the said Cottage is sold unto Jn. Robens for 
the consideration of twenty one pounds to be paid to the Churchwardens and Overseers on or 
before the 25th day of March 1779, at which time they shall make and produce a good Title to the 
same, they being the proprietors. Mr. Peter Hallett came and paid unto the Churchwardens and 
Overseers fourteen pounds, in part of the sum to twenty two pounds being the consideration 
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money agreed to be paid for the House and Garden at Blackwater, now in the occupation of John 
Tottom, the property of the said Churchwardens and Overseers”. 

Accounts.        £. s. d. 
Nov. 1778. Paid T. Rabins for walling 

  the Poor House, 122 hours at 18 pence.  9. 3. 0. 
Paid for thatching the Poor House.    1. 10. 0. 
Paid the Carpenter’s bill about the Poor House.  6. 15. 6. 
Paid the Mason’s bill.       7. 0. 
Paid Mr. Wyatt for nails.     1. 15. 0. 

“At a Vestry Meeting the 27th day of May 1785 it was agreed to pay Jane Wooley 2d. per 
month for washing the Poor’s Linen in the House, it is also agreed for the Overseer to buy a Ketel 
for the use of the Poor House.” 

“On 4th of May 1787 it was agreed at a Public Vestry held in the Church by the majority 
of the payers there present, that Anna Dimont, a poor woman of the Parish, being ill and not able 
to work, and having been recommended thereto by her surgeon in Taunton, shall be sent to Bath 
Hospital for relief at the Expense of the Parish of Buckland St. Mary.” 

“At a Vestry held Sept. the 21st 1787 it was agreed to bind Edward Churchol an apprentice 
unto William Rider for three years to learn the trade of a Cordwinder, and the sd. Wm. Rider to 
give him the first year sixpence per wick, the second year one shilling per wick, and the third year 
one shilling and sixpence per wick for his Works!” 

Churchwardens Accounts. Extracts from the Accounts of Phillip Wyatt and John Trout, 
Churchwardings for the Parish in 1792: – 

£.  s.  d. 
Pd. for Communion Table Cloth.       2.  6. 
Pd. for Bread and Wine to  Easter.       3.  0½. 

“ “  Whit Sunday.      2. 11. 
“ “  Michelmas.      2.  9. 
“ “  Christmas.      2. 11. 

Pd. the masons for Pointing the Church Windows  
and finding materials.       2. 0. 

Pd. the Ringers at Five November.       10. 
Pd. the Glazier and Plomer Bill.     5. 13. 11½. 
Pd. the Ringers at King’s Crownation Day.     2. 6. 

1793.  
Pd. the Plomer’s Bill for New Casting the lead, etc.    9. 15. 6. 
Pd. Robert Hore the Smith’s bill.      10. 1. 
Pd. for carting the lead of the Church to North 

Curry to have new cast and re-carting.    1. 1. 0. 
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Pd. for a Bow and String for the Bass Violin.     10. 6. 
Pd. for five bell ropes.       1. 3. 0. 
 

June 23rd 1796. “We whose names are underwritten in Vestry met do agree to repair the roof of 
the Church in the following manner, viz: to put as many new Couples as shall be found to be 
wanting, and also to place a plate entirely throughout the Southern Wall, and to repair that on the 
opposite, and to employ George and Joshua Mutter of Otterford to execute the said work, who 
have agreed to execute the same in a good workmanlike manner at the following prices (viz) at 
three pounds for each pair of couples, and at sixteen pence per foot running for the wall-plates, and 
also to find scaffolds and ladders for the sum of three guineas and the old materials taken down, 
the Parish to find all ironwork and to pay for any extra labour not mentioned above. The couples 
to be five inches square in the middle, and the wall-plates to be eleven inches by four, and the 
whole to be of the best Heart of Oak, and the work to be subject to the Inspection of a proper 
judge when executed, and the whole to be completed before the middle of November, and scaffold 
not to remain in the Church longer than one month from the time of its erection. Signed by J. 
Templeman (Rector) Robert Batten and Thos. Willie (Churchwardens) George & Joshua Mutter, 
and 11 others.” 

In March 1797 a Church Rate was made by the Churchwardens of “fifty single rates to 
discharge the repairing of the Church and other articles”. 

Churchwardens Accounts (cont.)       £.  s.  d. 
1796/1802.  Pd. King’s Crownation money.      2.  6. 

Pd. for a Prayer for Fast Day.       1.  6. 
Pd. for a Book concerning the dearth of corn.     1.  6. 
Pd. for a Book for the Recovery of the King in 

his sickness.        1.  6. 
1802/7.  Pd. for Painting the Church.      1. 10.  6. 

Pd. the Mason’s Bill for Plastering the Church 
and finding materials.      12. 16.  6. 

Pd. the Clerk for cleaning the Church 
Six times       11. 0. 

Pd. for Pluming done at Buckland Church by 
Thos. Chick.      40. 1. 9. 

 Pd. for a Prayer for the King.      1. 6. 
 Pd. Mr. Violett bill for Boxing the Bells 

and timber.     2. 0. 9. 
Pd. for four hundred feet of pavement stone  

for the Church at 3½d. per ft. 
Pd. for carriage of four loads of pavement  

for the church.      4. 4. 0. 
Pd. for laying the pavement.     5. 5. 6. 
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Pd. the carpenter for repairing the seats in  
the church and belfrie door.    15. 16. 11. 

In 1803 it was agreed to have a new pair of stocks (£2. 2. 0.) and to have the ten 
Commandments erected in the Church. Renewal of “oke” timber cost £12. 2. 3. and the Church 
was “Ruff Caste”.  

We conclude this chapter with a few more extracts from the accounts – one of the amusing 
items we noticed was at least eight different ways of spelling “surplice” three of which are 
illustrated below! 

        £. s. d. 
1808/25 Pd. for a prayer for Thanksgiving.    3. 0. 

 Pd. for 1 doz. ½ hatpins.     6. 0. 
 Pd. for washing the Sarpilace 7 times.    17. 6. 
 Pd. Mr. Clark for copping of the Register.   2. 6. 
 Pd. for leather to repair the bells.    1. 6. 
 Pd. for painting and whitewashing the Church 
  and Tower.     1. 11. 6. 

Pd. for a proclamation for the Encouragement  
of Piety.      2. 6. 

 Pd. for a Book of articles and presentment.   9. 6. 
 Pd. Bassone for the use of Singing, to 
  Belong to the Parish.    5. 5. 0. 
 Pd. for a Padlock to the Stocks.    1. 2. 
 Pd. for Reed and Strings for the Bass.    15. 0. 
 Pd. for washing the Surplis.     10. 0. 
 Pd. for one journey to Ilminster after the 
  Plumer to repair the Church after the 
  high wind.      3. 0. 
 Pd. Mrs. Lutley for washing the sarplice.   10. 0. 

These are more extracts from the very detailed accounts. It becomes obvious that the 
Church was now in a poor state, and there are many references to the continual repair. However, 
before we come to the demolition and rebuilding we must return to record some earlier days. 

4. 

“The Old Parsonage House” We think that the original Parsonage House was always 
situated on the site of the present School, and that in these early days there was no dividing road 
between the grounds and the Churchyard. On a map dated 1809 the road is shown to the East of 
the Church, i.e. cutting through the grounds of Buckland House (then non-existent) and coming 
out opposite the entrance to Roses Farm. The first reference we have found is a “true inventory” 
dated 1572: – 
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“Richard Bettye, parson there, John Moore, Raffe Horsye, John Paulle (the elder) and 
Robert Horsye of the same Parish, agree to the name of the fields - Lower Ward, Higher 
Ward, Patrons Plot with piece lying in between it and Parsonage House. Rough Meadow, 
Weilimead. 2 fields East of Church. New Church Lands. Piece called Donne Close becos it 
joineth to the pasture Barrow Close. Elneys. The Paddock. Ground lying between Church 
and Parsonage House. Garden plot. Court lying beside south side of Parsonage Barn”. 

 

The next terrier is 1622: – 

“Parsonage House. One hall on right side of entry. One parlour within. One chamber over. 
One buttery. One chamber over study. One chamber over entry. One kitchen. One courtyard 
before kitchen. One green court walled round before hall door. Plot of ground without the gate to 
the church. Plot of ground The Paddock. The Church/Churchyard”. 

Another terrier of 1639 is much the same with addition of: – 
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“One Paddock being for the recreation of parishioners of Buckland paying 6d yearly and 
repairs to gate. One Parsonage House with other houses thereunto belonging. One Green 
Court with another Court celled the Swyne Barton, and one garden”, 

It would appear that the Rev. Francis Hathway lived here in 1664, but during the latter 
years of the Rev. H. Gapper’s ministry, and most of Rev. E. Cooper’s, the Reverend Mr. John 
Shire, curate, was taking services, certainly from 1757-1772, thus querying the occupancy of The 
Parsonage House. This Reverend J. Shire (a real local name!) was married to a Mary, and had two 
sons, Page (or Parge) baptized in 1742 and John, baptized 1750. In the old church there was a slab 
with the inscription “Here lieth the body of Parge, the son of John and Mary Shire, who died the 
24th day of August 1748 aged 7. Also here lieth the body of the Rev. Mr. John Shire, father of the 
above Parge”. Reverend Shire died in 1772 – we think he lived at “Shire’s Farm”, and we know 
that he also officiated at Otterford, travelling to and fro on horseback. It is at Shire’s Farm where 
there is an interesting outbuilding with a lanced window, which may have been a Tithe Barn 
belonging to Forde Abbey, who at one time held most of the property in Blindmoor and to whom 
tithes had to be paid instead of to Buckland. The Rev. Henry Gadder was also assisted for a time 
by one Abraham Capper, who appears to have been a licensed curate to both Buckland and 
Pitminster! 

We have recently had some information about the Reverend Edward Cooper, Rector 1764-
1782. Born in 1728 he married one Jane Leigh in 1768, who was an Aunt of Jane Austen. As 
mentioned above he was not often in Buckland, and in 1782 became Rector of Whaddon, near 
Melksham, where both he and his wife are buried. 

There is no mention of the Reverend George Popham (a relation of the patron?) who we 
believe lived in Taunton, but curates James Knott, John Farthing and Robert Westcott were active 
until the arrival of the Reverend John Thomas, who seems to be fairly consistent with the help of 
Thomas Hopkins, Curate. In 1789 we read of forty hundredweight of good ashwood, and one 
hundredweight of faggots delivered to the Parsonage House as Tithe of Mr. Burridges’ coppices. 
Also – “Received of Mr. Staple, Exr. of the late Rev. Mr. Thomas, the sum of £16 being an 
allowance for dilapidations on the Parsonage, estimation of two master builders. John Templeman, 
Rector”. 

Reed for thatching part of the dwelling house and barn.  5. 6. 6. 
Thatcher.        1.  8.  1½  
Reed and thatcher.        13.  0. 
RUFF CAST, pointing, partition between Hall and Parlour.  4.  2.  6. 
Repairing Parlour. Timberwork, New rack and manger. 

Painting, glazing.      3. 12. 0. 

In 1776 the Glebe was rented to a Mr. Turner for £28, which increased to £61 in 1811. 
Further evidence of our non-resident Rectors are several entries in the accounts for “Paid the 
Parson dinner 5/-”, but the Reverend Templeman had an eye to business, as the following 
Memorandum shows: – 
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“Heretofore, according to report, the outside little pasture called Little Enley forms a part 
of the glebe lands belonging to the Rectory, but was given up to some other of the Estate thereto 
adjoining, by the then Rector, for the lower part of the garden (viz) western half below the Green 
Walk adjoining the Parsonage House. This appears to have been but an indifferent exchange for 
the Rector, and if not effected upn legal grounds cannot be considered as binding upon any future 
Rector who might be disposed to surrender the said half of the garden and reclaim the field called 
Little Enley. 
Signed – J. Templeman, Rector, N.B. It is surmised by some that the above exchange took place 
when a F. Capper was Rector”. 

Between 1804 and 1808 we have licences from the Bishop allowing the Reverend 
Templeman to “reside in a mansion house belonging to you in your benefice of Lopen” because of 
the dilapidated state of the Parsonage House here. It is a curious coincidence that although by now 
our Patrons were the Pophams, at one time the manor of Lopen was held by the Meriets and their 
relations the Bonevilles, our Patrons until 1477. We have not discovered the actual date of Rev. 
Templeman’s departure, He took a marriage service in 1794, after which we have the curate, 
(Hopkins) until 1821; the Reverend W. Palmer takes over until 1830, although he was not the 
incumbent. 

We have just referred to the old road to the East of the Church, and there are one or two 
others of interest. The original road from the site of the Eagle Tavern to Buckland swung left 
before Hill Cottage, coming out into the existing drive opposite Dunn’s Castle, then a sharp turn 
right up to the present crossroads. Again, from Dommett Cross the road ran straight down to the 
village, but the most interesting of all is the old road from Chard which inclined to the right 
behind the Beehive, going past St. Mary’s Cottage to Castle Neroche and, in the very early days, 
directly down into Curland. Thus the original Castle Inn was the house now known as Old Castle 
Farm. We are told that one wing of this house is much older than the other, which is dated 1742, 
and from the Overseer’s Accounts we have a reference to “Old Castle Inn” in 1768, whilst the 
following year a Mr. Bragg paid for “New Castle”. Now, of course, there is no Castle Inn at all 
(since about 1968) and the property is now named Neroche House. This building was originally 
much smaller, and was run as an Inn and small-holding. Names connected in the early 1800s are 
Gillingham, Dummet, and Knight. 

Combesbury is one of the oldest houses in the parish, and White’s Farm, Dommet, bears 
the date 1699. In 1768 a Mr. Standerwick was responsible for the Poor Rates of Grange, Westhay, 
and Owlshayes – the latter a house adjacent to the existing farm which was built in 1873. Also in 
1768 Mr. Cook was paying for Higher and Lower Colley, originally known as Blindmoor Manor, 
and said to date from 1640. In 1776 it was “Richard Combe Esq.,” for Magin, and Mr. Sam 
Parsons for Holmes, and in 1778 we find Mr, G. Trout of Hisbeers, John Robins of Little Hill, 
and T. Willie of Moresick – this being “part of Mr, Burridge’s Estate”. Dunn’s Castle has the 
reputation of being the home of a highwayman who was eventually hanged. There is old property 
in Birchwood which consisted of more houses than there are today. The charmingly named “Build-
a-Seat” by the stream has nearly vanished, and Lakes Farm near Owlshayes has also disappeared. 
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This little hamlet at one time boasted of a blacksmith/wheelwright, a baker, “Rowsells Rake and 
Gate Manufactery”, and also a tiny shop. 

The Lamb and Flag, in the centre of the village, was first licensed in 1837. The original 
building may have been erected by a member of the Kymer (or Keymer) family, and it included the 
present “Laurel Cottage”. These buildings are listed in the Tythe Book of 1839 under the heading 
of “South Field House, Garden, and Barton”, the homestead for the Keymer Estate of 87 acres 
which reached down to Buckland Bridge and lay between there and Pound Lane. In a Will dated 
1639, Ellis Keymer of Preston Plucknett leaves “lands in Buckland St, Mary to my son Harrison 
Keymer and his heirs”, and in 1659 Henry Keymoor of Pendomer bequeathes “all my goods to my 
cousin Gilbert Keymer, son of Harrison Keymer of Buckland St. Mary”. (This Henry had 
inherited the “Manor of Buckland St, Mary” from his Aunt, Ursula Sydenham of Leigh.) Now in 
1701 Gilbert Keymer married a Miss Rosa Fownes (at South Petherton), and it was this lady who 
presented a flagon to the Church. Gilbert died in 1711, and in his will requested to be buried at 
Buckland St. Mary “near my Mother”. Rosa died in 1739, and their names, together with a 
Maximilian Kymer, gent. probably his brother, were recorded in the old church. Round about 
1770 the house was in the hands of an Elizabeth Laver, who in 1771 married Mr. Daniel Violet, 
one of the Overseers of the Poor. We think there was a fire just before it was licensed, when 
alterations took place, A photograph shows a plain, square built structure with ham stone mullion 
windows. This in turn appears to have been badly damaged by another fire in 1890, which resulted 
in considerable rebuilding, with the gabled roof as at present, but with a first storey wooden 
balcony overlooking the road, which has now disappeared, The facia of cedar shingles is modern. 
in the yard used to be held, in living memory, regular sales of livestock and produce, and the skittle 
alley was formerly detached from the buildings, and was entered through a doorway in the far 
corner of the yard. 

The first reference we can find of the “Eagle Tavern” is in 1847 when a parcel of land of 
some six acres was purchased by a Mr. Daniel Beall, a baker from Combe St. Nicholas, from the 
Inclosure Commissioners,. The mortgage then states: “The said Daniel Beall hath since erected a 
messuage or dwelling house now used as an inn and commonly known by the name or sign of 
‘Eagle Tavern’ and other buildings on one of the said pieces or parcels of land”. It appears that at 
that time he acquired a mortgage of £400 from Mr. John Dampney who is described as a county 
gentleman and lived at Horton near Ilminster. 

We do not know the date of The Mill. In 1783 a Mr, Weaddon was there, followed in 
1784 by Mr. Scading who stayed for quite a time, Those of us who can remember, of course, think 
of this in connection with Mr. Jenkins who ground corn for cattle feeds, etc., until the last war. 
The overshot wheel (15/16ft. diameter x 3 ft. wide) can be seen in position on the south side. 
Deliveries of his products were made by horse (“Queenie”) and light cart, and the following notice 
is still readable: – 

If you want cake, corn or meal  
Come to Jenkins at The Mill, 
And all kinds of poultry food  
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Prices are right and quality good.  
So send a card to him today 
You’ll be supplied without delay. 

Here was also formerly a cream separator and dairy, run by Mr. Hooper which gave rise to 
the other name for the buildings – “The Milk Factory”. We understand that the cream was taken 
to Hemyock, and the whey used by the local farms for calf rearing, etc. Mr. Hooper evidently left 
some of his equipment on the premises, as we have learnt from Mr. Jenkins’ nephew how it was 
eventually used, He tells how, once a year, the millpond sluice was lowered and the water run off. 
It was then easy to wade into the muddy bed (sinking to just above the knees) and extract from the 
ooze a hidden harvest of eels – some as thick as a man’s wrist – sufficient to fill a row of milk 
churns! 

At the cross roads on the A303 above Bishopswood Bridge, and just outside the parish 
boundary, is the Toll Bar Cottage, whose owner has kindly given some details. In spite of the loss 
of certain documents which were destroyed by fire in Chard, it seems according to old maps that 
there was a building on the site which in 1804 was converted to a Toll House by the Honiton / 
Ilminster Turnpike Trust. It continued in this capacity until 1876 when it was sold to Samuel 
Phillips for £25, the Deed giving permission for use as a dwelling. Since then it has passed through 
many ownerships, at one period being used as a motor cycle repair depot, and has now been 
considerably enlarged and modernised. 

In the Records Office there is an interesting lease of glebe, dated 1801. This refers to land, 
later described as “mostly sogs and gorse’ at the bottom of Dommet Hill which apparently 
belonged to the living of Kingston St. Mary. The indenture is between the Rev. Aaron Foster of 
Kingston St. Mary and Robert Batten (yeoman) of Buckland for about 30 acres which by 1859 was 
commonly called “Browns”, and had then passed to Mr. James Woodrow. This glebeland was sold 
in 1917, the then Vicar of Kingston (Rev. Shattock) being “anxious to sell and rid of the 
responsibility”. 

We have mentioned our Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor, and as a final note for 
this chapter we record the fact that on Sept. 8th 1782 was buried “Thomas Tratt, who was clerk of 
this Parish upwards of 50 years”. 

5. 

Some documents of interest have been rescued recently, from an attic, relating to the 
Parish. They are the original Award under the ‘Inclosures Acts 1846/7”, with two large maps, and a 
Tithe Book dated 1841. The field numbers on the maps and in the book are in agreement in most 
instances and taken together give the position, acreage, name, owner and occupier, and use (“state 
of cultivation”) for most of the large number of fields in the Parish. 

The Award, on several large pages of parchment, dated May 10th 1850 is signed by 
William Summers of the Parish of Broadway, in the County of Somerset, Land Surveyor; and 
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authorises the enclosure of common land at Buckland Hill (with Buggsmoor) 180 acres, Coal 
Furzes 6 acres, Castle Plain 3½ acres, Little Hill 2 acres, and Roads 11½ acres. 

 

Details are then given of three “public carriage roads or highways” to be closed, (one would 
like to know the reason why), shown on the sketch map on Page 17, and five, of the width of 
twenty feet, to be “set out and appointed”. A further eight “private carriage or occupation” roads 
follow and finally three public footpaths. Towards the maintenance of these roads a “piece or 
parcel of land” at the top of Folly Lane was directed to be appropriated and used as a Public 
Quarry; two pieces of land, each containing two acres, as allotments for the “Labouring Poor of the 
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Parish of Buckland St. Mary”; and another two acres “as a place for Exercise and Recreation for the 
Parish and neighbourhood”. 

Then follows a list of 17 purchasers of parts of the said Common for the purpose of raising 
money to defray the expenses incident to the said Inclosure. 

Further lands were set out, allotted, and awarded to the several Lords of the Manors of 
Beercrocombe, and Hidcock, and Oldbury; of Domett and Grange; of Buckland St. Mary South 
Tithing (Robert James Elton of Whitestaunton) “inclusive of rights and interest in all mines, 
minerals, stone and other substrata under the land”. 

Finally a list of over forty “persons interested in all the remainder of the said Hill Common 
and Wastlelands”. “And I the said William Summers do hereby order direct and appoint that the 
several hedges, banks, fences and ditches for inclosing the several allotments hereinbefore described 
not already set up and made shall be raised, set up and made respectively within the space of three 
months from the Confirmation by the said Inclosure Commissioners of this my Award.” 

Accompanying the Award are two large maps of the area, showing the location and 
numbering of fields, and position of roads, farms, buildings, etc. An isolated small enclosure in the 
180 acres of Buckland Hill Common is on the site of what is known as Buckland Clump or “Fir 
Pound”, a suitable place for the “pinder” of the Manor to impound straying cattle, numerous 
before the land was hedged and fenced, 

TITHE BOOK 1839 

“Now we, Robert Pym of Buckland St. Mary in the County of Somerset, and John Blackmore of 
Churchstanton in the County of Devon, having been duly appointed valuers to apportion the total 
sum agreed to be paid by way of Rent Charges in lieu of Tithes amongst the several lands of the 
said Parish of Buckland St. Mary, do hereby apportion the Rent Charge as follows: – 

Gross Rent Charge payable to the Tithe owner in lieu of Tithes for the Parish of Buckland 
St. Mary in the County of Somerset, Three hundred and fifty six pounds. 

Field names in the book: – 

Hither Outlands.   Yonder Outlands, 
Nappy Orchard.   New England. 
Healthy Hill.    Thousand Acres (actually under one acre), 
Puxey Plot.    Starve Acre. 
Squirrel Close.    Coal Furze. 
Squibbs.    Hoopey Land. 
Dry Buggs – Round Buggs –  Long Buggs. 
Lace Hayes.    Doctors Copse. 
Side of the Hill.   Shelves. 
Mallock Ham.    Adder Gardens 
Cuckoo Plot.    Viddle. 
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Long Brooms.    Garlands Plot. 
Withy Plot.    Little Winnowing Sheet. 
Nan’s Meadow.   Aunt Ellen’s Close. 

The Book itself is a massive volume of nearly 50 pages of parchment, roughly 24” x 18”, 
beautifully hand written, and towards the end is an interesting note referring to three farms, North 
Blindmoor, Higher Blindmoor and Lower Blindmoor. “The undermentioned lands of the said 
Parish are and have been, under the undermentioned circumstances, exempt from the payment of 
Tithes, that is to say, having been parcel of the possessions of the Abbey of Forde one of the 
monasteries dissolved by the Act of Dissolution of Monasteries and Abbeys and so enjoyed by the 
Abbey and Convent at the time of the Dissolution.” 

6. 

Having now reached the early 1800s we pause to consider the situation. Buckland St. Mary has 
never had the benefit of a “Manor House” or any well known family living in the Parish, and now 
the Church living is vacant also. Nevertheless the local farmers, as always, carried on working for 
the community who were happy to exist living their own peaceful lives in the beautiful hill 
countryside. The Churchwardens and Overseers were active, and the next excitement was the 
murder, in 1823, of Betty Trump. We quote from “The Taunton Courier of February 26th”. 

“A dreadful murder was committed on Thursday last on Betty Trump, a female just turned 
14. The deceased had left Buckland, where she resided with her grandmother to visit 
friends at Winsham, and on her return through Chard had purchased sundry articles. At a 
lonely place called Coppice Burrows between Combe St. Nicholas and Buckland, not more 
than half a mile from the spot where the unfortunate girl resided, some villain attacked her, 
it is believed for the purpose of committing an outrage, and her resistance induced the 
murderer to cut her throat, so as to completely sever the windpipe. The poor girl’s umbrella 
and other articles were found lying by her side, and her pockets were unrifled. The 
situation where the bloody deed was done was a gunshot distance from the road, among 
some firs, so that her body was not discovered until Sunday last.” 

We read that a man was committed to Ilchester gaol, but tradition has it that the wrong man was 
accused, proved by a deathbed confession some years later. 

We now jump to 1830, when we read “A true and correct account of the horrid and 
barbarous murder of John Lane, age 12. The inquest was held before Mr. Caines and a respectable 
Jury at the Castle Inn, Neroche Hill. The father, a small farmer living at Deadmans Post had 
treated the lad with extraordinary cruelty. He was last seen planting potatoes. Two other persons 
John Bell and George Bryant of Curland saw the blow inflicted and the boy thrown into the ditch. 
One said “Farmer Lane, you have used this boy cruelly bad. I think he’ll die before morning”. The 
father said “I hope to God he does”. The boy, who did not move after the blow, was taken home 
like a dead dog and bundled into bed with two other children. The Jury returned a verdict of wilful 
murder, and Lane was committed to Ilchester gaol. The investigation lasted 8 hours”. 
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So, at last, we come to the year which was to change Buckland for ever – the arrival of the 
Reverend John Edwin Lance. Before we relate some of his activities we are indebted to his youngest 
daughter, the late Miss Clara Lance, for the following story: – 

“About the middle of the 18th century a Mr. Lance married a daughter of Sir John 
Temple, cousin of the Marquess of Buckingham. They were called Bodewin-Temple, and were 
supposed to be descended from Baldwin, King of Jerusalem at the time of the Crusades. Mr. Lance 
had two sons – David, and one who my father called “My uncle Lance” a clergyman who had the 
family living of Netherton in Worcestershire. David, my grandfather, went to China, I believe in 
the Civil Service, and brought back a good fortune, the yellow shrub Keria, and the first Chinaman 
brought to England. David married Miss Fitzhugh, and had four children: – 

William, who went to India and died there. 
Emma, died at 17. 
Mary, married late in life the Rev. W.H. Turner and died in 1866.  
John Edwin, born Dec, 28th, 1793. 

David Lance had a place near Southampton called “Chessel” and there is still a quay called ‘Lance’s 
Quay’. After his death his widow lived at Paris with her daughter Mary, and died there. 

My father went to Winchester in 1800, when he was 7 years old. It was very rough, and all 
the washing was done at the pump. He went to Cambridge (Corpus Christi) and travelled a great 
deal abroad with his parents, speaking French very well. (He became B.A. 1817, M.A. 1820, 
Deacon 1817 and Priest 1818) On June 17th 1815 he was present at the Duchess of Richmond’s 
Ball at Brussels, and saw the Duke of Wellington and the Guards called out. In 1822 at St. 
George’s, Hanover Square, he married Madeline Louise, daughter of Mr. Josias Dupre Porcher, of 
Winslead, Devon, and on the same day his great friend Henry Porcher married Miss Sarah Pearse, 
my mother’s sister. My father lived near Reading, but they must have travelled a great deal as: 
William was born at Rome in 1823, and James at Boulogne in 1829. 

In 1830, General Popham, of Littlecote, said to my father, “Go and grub at Buckland till 
your family living is vacant”. By the time it was vacant, Buckland was much too dear to be left. 
When he came there had not been a resident clergyman for 50 years, only a Dr. Palmer who came 
over from Ilminster and took five services every Sunday at different places. It was a very wild place, 
A girl of 14 had been murdered a few years before, and the first Sunday after my father arrived a 
man killed his son of 12 years old, He asked where the man lived, and was told “out to Dead 
Man”. Encouraging altogether! They wanted a strong clergyman and they got one. There were two 
fields where our home stands, and three trees in them. My father said “I will make this a place that 
people will come to see”. While the house was being built they lived at Avishayes, near Chard, In 
1839 Mrs. Madeline Lance died of smallpox, and was buried with her baby on Easter Day. She had 
ten children, three of whom died in infancy. In 1841 my father married Miss Clara Pearse, the 
youngest daughter of Mr. John Pearse, M,P., of Chilton Lodge, Wilts. She had one daughter, the 
illustrious writer of these words. 
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My father bred horses at one time. They were all called by Indian names: Sutlej, Lahore, 
etc. But having to appear in a Court of Justice about some horse that he had sold, he thought it 
was not a nice position for a clergyman to be in, so he gave it up. 

When I was quite a little girl we had rather a large establishment – a butler, a footman in 
livery (blue and yellow), a coachman, a pair of horses and several Exmoor ponies. But about 1850 
it was discovered that half of Mrs. Madeline Lance’s fortune was to go to her children as they came 
of age, and as some of them had been of age for some years there must have been arrears to make 
up. The horses and servants were put down, and we had a pair of ponies and a pony carriage. I 
don’t think my father had anything else to ride until 1857, when Aunt Sarah gave him 
Sulhampstead after Uncle Henry’s death. We had a parlour maid which was rather unusual in 
those days, and she and the housemaid had a uniform of brown and white mousseline de laine, in 
which they used to wait at dinner parties. We were always going up and down after that; very 
down in 1869, when we went to live at Dinan for a year, to save; then Aunt Sarah died and we 
came home. We were permanently up after Uncle Turner died, about 1874, as all Aunt Mary’s 
money came to my father for his life. 

By father was a very hardy man. Till he was about 61 he used to break the ice in his bath in 
the winter. He ate no luncheon, and in Lent ate no meat except on Sundays, and on Good Friday 
nothing till the evening, He rode to Honiton and back, 22 miles, the day before he died at 91. 
Charles is the only one of his sons like him in this respect. The reason that five of his sons went to 
India was that Uncle Henry was a Director of the East India Company, and gave them their 
appointments. If it had been a case of competitions I doubt if India would have known so many 
Lances.” 

Thus we set the scene for “the Lance era”. We should give much to know the general 
feeling of Buckland folk at that time. From the speed at which matters started moving it must have 
been a source of much gossip. Was there any resentment? Were the new activities welcomed? There 
is nothing to tell us. The fact we must remember that 1830 was a time of great social activity in 
England, thus Buckland was playing its part in the general structure. From the few official 
Government forms we have seen it is obvious that the Reverend Lance did not take kindly to state 
interference – it would be interesting to have his re-actions today! For example, in an early School 
Return of 1873, in answer to the query “If any Assistant Teachers fulfil the conditions of Article 
79, state for each of them” he replies – “myself, two daughters and a young man to whom I give 
3/- weekly are the Assistant Teachers, and if Article 79 refers to a conscience clause I have acted 
upon the requirements of that clause for 42 years”. 

We return now to our records to find: – 

“At a Parish Meeting held in the Parish Church on 20th May 1830 it was agreed that the 
Churchwardens and Overseers are directed to make a new Poor Rate of the whole Parish as 
soon as convenient, and it is further agreed that for an equitable adjustment of the same, 
the Parish shall be measured, and a map made, by John Blackmore. Signed: – Robt. Pym 
and John Hake Billing, Churchwardens”. 
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Mr. Blackmore undertook to measure the Parish at the rate of 6d per acre, and make a map 
for £5. The Reverend Lance agreed to pay one third of the expense. These entries are the first we 
have in the distinctive writing of the new Minister, which is to dominate the Registers for the next 
50 years. 

We should imagine that whilst this was going on the parishioners were viewing with 
amazement the erection of “The New Rectory” (now, of course, Buckland House), In August 1832 
an enquiry into the Revenues of all Ecclesiastical Benefices asked “Whether there is a Glebe House 
fit for the Residence of the Incumbent, and if unfit, why?”. The reply was “I have lately erected a 
Glebe House which is perfectly fit, and where I always reside”. This form reveals that the 
population was 645, the old Church accommodated 300 persons, and the Benefice was valued at 
£390 p.a., but in a note at the end: – “From the conversation I had with the Farmers when I last 
received my Tithe, I could perceive there was a general feeling that the valuation made since my 
induction is considered rather too high, I may therefore expect a diminuation of about £20”. 

The house itself consisted of a spacious hall, Library, Double Drawing Room with Bay 
Window, Dining Room, and Parish Room. Also spacious kitchen, larder, pantry, Butler’s pantry 
and Butler’s bedroom with good cellarage under. 9 bedrooms on the first floor, dressing room, 
linen room, and 4 large attics. The outbuildings were extensive, and the small Park was 6½ acres. 
Glebe land was 37 acres. 

We do not know just when the Rector and his family moved in. In 1831 he lost his little 
daughter, Harriet, at the age of 7 months, but in 1832 there is the baptism of Henry, to be 
followed by Ellinor and Frederic, then the sad death of his wife and newly born son in 1839, 
“Madeline” could only have seen the grounds in their early, raw state. 

In Feb. 1832 we collect £63 in rates to defray the expenses of measuring the parish, in 
1835 appoint John Hayes as Sexton at a salary of one shilling per week, and agree to stop up the 
South entrance into the Churchyard, and to make but one entrance, that to the West opposite the 
Belfry – there were 9 signatures to this agreement. Church repair expenses rise continually, and in 
1844 we have the first hint of what was in the mind of the Rector. “At a parish meeting held 11th 
April 1844 it was resolved that the sum of £42 instead of being paid annually for ten years to the 
Rev. Lance should be paid annually into Messrs. Stuckey’s Bank at Chard, and paid over to the 
Rev. when he commences rebuilding the Church, Signed, J.E. Lance, John Wyatt, John Wyatt, 
(Churchwardens, John Doble, Wm. Wyatt.)” 

The first meeting recorded at The Lamb & Flag (as opposed to the Church) was also in 
1844, but life seems to be carried on as usual, except that in the Autumn of 1846 it appears that 
the Rector might have been away for a few months, as meetings are called and held without his 
signature, one of which to “take into consideration what measure to adopt for the repair of the 
Tower, for the Bells and Bell cage, and repair of the Boundary Wall of the Churchyard” and the 
inevitable Rate followed – but at last, we come to the triumphant notice: – 
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“We the undersigned, Churchwardens, convene a meeting of Ratepayers of the Parish of 
Buckland St, Mary, to be held at The Lamb and Flag Public House on Thursday, May 5th, at four 
o’clock in the afternoon, to take into consideration the important subject of taking down and 
rebuilding the Parish Church. April 30th 1853, John Pyle, John Wyatt”. 

“It appearing to the Meeting that the Parish Church is in a very dilapidated state, yet having been 
represented by the Rector, the Rev. J.E. Lance that he is willing and desirous to take down and 
rebuild the Church at his own expense, aided by voluntary contributions, it was moved by Mr. 
Pyle and seconded by Mr. S. Pym that the very liberal and generous offer of the Rector be 
accepted, and that the thanks of the meeting be given him for the same. And that Messrs. Pyle and 
John Wyatt, the Churchwardens, be authorized to apply to the Ecclesiastical Court for a Faculty 
for taking down and rebuilding the said Church, and such other proceedings as may be necessary 
for carrying out the proposed works, And we the Ratepayers undertake to pay the Rev. J.E. Lance 
£504 by annual instalments of £42 to commence this year 1853.” Amongst the signatures to this 
note two John Wyatts, two William Wyatts, James Wyatt, Walter(?) Wyatt, James Lutley, John 
Grabham, Dan and Samuel Pym, John Doble, Lambert Stone, Matthew Dummett, John Hake 
Billing, John Billing, John Perham and William Manley. 

 

“THE OLD CHURCH” 1848. 

From a watercolour by W.W.Wheatley. (1811 – 1885) 

In April 1854 it was agreed to pay John Hayes (the Sexton) one pound for extra services in 
keeping in order Church and burial grounds through the alterations now going on – so no time 
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was wasted. A year later John retired from infirmity, and was succeeded by his son, Joseph, who in 
1861 is recorded as being also Blacksmith and Post-master. 

We note that the ringers fees continue to be paid, and in 1858 Mr. Boswell is instructed to 
inspect the Church bells, to report on their condition and value, and advise on the best manner of 
rehanging. A meeting was held on April 8th at “eleven o’clock in the forenoon, to consult as to 
what bells are best adapted for the new Parish Church, and what amount of Rates are necessary in 
order to defray the expense”. It was decided that the Churchwardens should borrow a sum not 
exceeding £200 for the purpose of rehanging, the interest and capital to be paid out of the Church 
rates. After various references to recasting, at twelve o’clock in the forenoon of July 4th 1861 we 
make a rate of tenpence in the pound to assist in defraying the expense of putting up the bells 
immediately. 1862 “Payment to Messrs. Mears for Bells as per agreement £130. Paid Mr. Cattle 
for hanging the Bells £36. Paid Railway Carriage up £6.1.1.” 

Whilst all this Church activity was going on, the Overseers of The Poor, now with the 
Rector as Chairman, were continuing their work, still being appointed annually, with Waywardens 
for the various tithings, and in l851 Mr. Dames Wyatt of Hisbeers, Mr, James Grant, together 
with one of the Churchwardens (Mr. John Wyatt of Moorsick) were chosen as Allotment 
Wardens. The allotments were held by the labourers to whom they have been alloted for a term of 
5 years, at the nominal rent of 6d for each garden. 

In 1851 it was decided that £20 should be advanced to John Pinney to assist him, together 
with his wife and 6 children in emigrating to America, the sum to be raised by instalments to be 
levied in one year After the publication of an Emigration Order this was raised to £30, which was 
borrowed from Mr. James Lutley, later repaid with interest. 

1859 was the year a Pound was to be erected in the Parish, the expense to be paid out of 
the rates for repairing the roads. Mr. Samuel Pym to superintend the work, Mr. B. Knight to be 
the Reeve. Mr. Lutley agreed to build it of the same dimension as that in the Parish of Broadway, 
the walls not to exceed seven feet in height, cost £5. 

7. 

The Building and Early Days of our Church 

We think this to be third Church built on the same site: There are no records of the 
original Norman building; which was demolished dated from Henry VII, and coins of Edward II 
were found in the foundations, 

The Architect appointed by the Rev, J,E, Lance was B. Ferrey of London, and the builder 
H. Davis of Taunton (who was also responsible for the rebuilding of St. Mary’s Tower in that 
town). It was the Rector’s ambition that no Sunday should pass without the customary services, 
hence the old church was divided, a temporary gallery erected, and whilst the new Chancel and 
Transept, and part of the Nave were being rebuilt, services were held in the Old West end. In 
about 1857 the congregation was able to move into the new part while the rest of the building was 
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completed. The style is 14th century decorated Gothic, the first stone laid on July 26th 1853; and 
the Church consecrated on August 28th 1863. 

We have some delightful reminiscences about the actual building operations in a little 
booklet, printed in 1913, by Walter Wyatt, whose father worked on the timber. This was bought 
as early as 1845, all local oak, and large piles of the newly cut rafters and beams were put to soak in 
ponds of water near the School house, so as to be well seasoned by the time it was required. The 
saw pit and large workshed where the carpenters did most of their work was in the glebe field called 
“Wards”. We also hear of the tragic death of John Hill who was killed on Ham Hill whilst hauling 
stone from the quarry in April 1555 (Mr. Hill lived at Meanwood), and there was nearly another 
shortly afterwards when a massive stone fell from the Tower as it was being winched into position, 
but luckily the Rector, who was watching operations, had just moved from the danger zone. There 
was also a romance – one of Mr. Davis’s workmen who were “strangers in the neighbourhood” got 
acquainted with and married a Buckland lady, one of the Miss Hills who lived at ‘Build-a-seat” in 
Birchwood, 

Amongst the Ham stone carvings on the outside of the church are a stag and a bull, being 
the crests of the Popham family (then patrons of the living) and the Lance family. The male and 
female head at the lower end of the scrolls on the window to the left of the south porch are reputed 
to portray the sculptor, one Mr. Gahagen, and his wife. Mr. Gahagen was also responsible for the 
corbels over the pillars of the nave where a swallow is to be seen both nesting, and leaving the nest. 
This was a sudden inspiration of the Rector, seeing the swallows flitting about inside the Church. 
The figure of Our Lord over the South door is carved in Caen stone by Mr. Forsyth, and inside is a 
companion figure of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The Font was presented to the Church by Mr. Davis, the builder, and the carved wood 
canopy was made from oak taken from the old Church. Mr. Davis also presented the window 
opposite the South entrance. 

The interior of the Church would not have looked quite the same as today, as various 
Lance memorials have been added. The chief difference we would mention is the reredos which we 
think consisted partly of the alabasters now each side of the Chancel steps. However, the 
monument to the Rector’s first wife and her baby son, was in position – this was carved by Mr, 
Forsyth, the idea being taken from a monument near Berne in Switzerland. It will now become 
obvious that the Rector’s family were most generous with their gifts; for example the East window 
was given by his sister, Mary Turner, and the North Chancel window by Henry Porcher, 
Madelina’s brother, who also contributed £2,000 and together with his wife, is commemorated in 
two windows in the North Aisle. All three Chancel windows are by O’Connor, and the Lance 
graves will be found outside the South window. The three sedilia, of Ham stone and alabaster, are 
copied from Isle Abbotts. 

The West window, by Clayton and Bell, is “to some degree” copied from the famous glass 
in Fairford Church, Glos. This was given by his sister’s husband, the Rev. W.H. Turner B.D. “late 
fellow of Corpus Christi College, Oxford, and Rector of Trent, 1857”. Unfortunately this was the 
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worst possible period for glass, but the West window with the setting sun shining through is quite 
a picture, The tower window, another Clayton and Bell was presented by the Rector’s third son, 
Charles, in 1862. 

Returning to the Chancel the walls are most unusual, being carved in diaper on the Bath 
stone. In 1863 these would not have been coloured – this was done later, when the present reredos 
was erected. The screens between Chancel and Transepts are very handsome, of Ham Hill stone 
with marble columns and white lias capitals – the present Lady Chapel was originally used as a 
Vestry. The choir seats are of oak, beautifully carved, typical of all the materials used in the 
Church. The seats in the nave are also solid oak. The columns of the Chancel arch are in stone 
from the Quantock Lodge quarry, which bear a polish to look like marble. 

The organ, another gift of the Rev. W.H. Turner, was built by Mr. Sweetland of Bath. (It 
is of interest that this instrument, needing very little attention over the years was dismantled and 
rebuilt in 1972, and fitted with an electric blower, for the sum of £1,200 by Messrs. Osmonds of 
Taunton.) 

The outstanding feature of the Nave is the carved figures of the Apostles in the clerestory. 
These figures, “the gifts of friends” are in Caen stone, by Mr. Earp. It is a pity that they cannot be 
seen to better advantage. We note that the Pulpit was to become a model for that in St. Mary 
Magdalene, Taunton. 

As regards the roof, timber for which has been mentioned elsewhere, we quote from the 
only Guide Book for the Church, printed in 1899: – “The Church is roofed throughout with oak, 
seasoned for several years, and to secure it being free from sap, only three rafters were cut from each 
tree. The hammer beams in the nave and the cornice are richly carved, and exceedingly massive. It 
is said to be one of the best modern roofs in England”. 

The Tower is 71 feet high, and this brings us back to the bells. According to Mr. Walter 
Wyatt’s book they were formally “opened” in 1861, but could not be rung regularly until the 
masonry was properly set. He tells us that the principal ringers were Messrs. J. and D.V. Lutley, 
John Doble (mole-catcher), Joseph Hayes (Sexton), D. Waterman (wheelwright), James Gillard 
(labourer), John Billing (mason) and Mark Knight (of the Castle Inn). Joseph Hayes, the Village 
Blacksmith and Church Sexton is reputed to be able to handle and ring any of the six bells with 
equal facility. Four of the five bells in the old Church were recast, and the 12½ cwt. Tenor bell 
added. The inscription on the fifth bell is “Come when I call both great and small. John Tratt, 
Clement Richards, wardens, 1707,” and on the other bells, “G. Mears & Co., founders, London. 
John Pyle, John Wyatt, churchwardens 1861”. 

Mr. Wyatt records the fact that in 1862 on October 28th, “our unfinished and organless 
church was utilised for the holding of a Choral Festival. As a help to make it successful, the Rev. 
W. Turner of Trent, lent his hundred-guinea harmonium”. 

We come now to 1863 - what a year for Buckland1 The first excitement was celebrations 
on March 10th to honour the marriage of H.R.H. Albert Edward, Prince of Wales. Again we 
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quote from Mr. Wyatt: – “It was arranged to have a bonfire and jollification on Buckland Hill, 
with football and other games in ‘Buckland Hill Field’. On the way to the bonfire field I met Mr. 
D. Newton, shopkeeper, who halted to tell me that he had just delivered fifty loaves of bread, 
another man had arrived with several big cheeses, and yet another cart had come with one or more 
hogsheads of cider. The weather was favourable, and most of the parishioners were present. Whilst 
the bonfire was burning, the ear-piercing instruments of the local musicians were made to emit 
their shrillest and liveliest notes, and Mr. John Dyer (then a resident of Blackwater) thumped his 
very loudest on his old tambourine. The Rector then called for silence, as he wished to propose a 
toast, even the ‘Health of the Happy Bridegroom, Albert Edward, Prince of Wales, and his 
charming Bride, the amiable Princess who had crossed the water from Denmark to make this 
England her future home’”. Mr. Wyatt continues the story – “A few weeks after the wedding a 
meeting of Buckland Farmers and parishioners was held as it was considered that a fitting time had 
come when they should present a Testimonial of some kind to their beloved Rector. It was agreed 
to canvass the parish for subscriptions, which was done, and at a second meeting it was agreed that 
they should expend about £40 of the money in the purchase of a handsome piece of solid silver 
plate in the form of a salver, with a suitable inscription engraved thereon. This article was soon 
afterwards supplied by Mr. Jos. Bunston, Jeweller, of Chard, and in due time it was handed over to 
the Rector. He tendered his grateful acknowledgements for the same in a printed letter, a copy of 
which was forwarded to every subscriber”. 

Early in August 1863 there was another Choral Festival. The preacher was the Vicar of St, 
Mary’s Taunton, the Rev. William Robinson Clark, and the Organist the former Miss Mary 
Portman, now Mrs. C.E. Lance. 

The Consecration of the Church, on Friday, August 28th, 1863, is described in three 
tightly printed columns of the Somerset County Gazette, The Lord Bishop of the Diocese, Lord 
Auckland, took the service, and we still have a copy of the booklet printed for the occasion. 
Evensong was at 3.00 p.m. when the Reverend H.P. Liddon, Canon of St. Paul’s was the preacher. 

The “cold collation, including wines and dessert” for about 800 people was provided by the 
Rector, who had the Bishop on his left, and the Countess of Poulett on his right. 

Mr. Wyatt tells us more of this great day. The Choir of Sherborne Abbey, with their 
Organist, Mr. Herbert took a leading part in the musical portion of the Church Services, and the 
Rector sent invitations to all the adults living in the Parish to partake of a dinner after the Morning 
Service, the caterer for the same being Mr. D.V. Lutley, of the Lamb and Flag Inn, whilst the 
famous confectioner Mr. Wickenden, of Taunton, was engaged to provide a grand spread for the 
gentry. The two or three marquees required were erected on the upper part of the big lawn of the 
Rectory grounds. The meal, and speeches, filled the time until the Afternoon Service – our Mr, 
Wyatt, then, of course, quite a small boy, found a place of advantage outside “the gentry’s” tent, 
and heard the Rector proposing the health of Baron Auckland, Lord Bishop of the Diocese, who 
apparently in his reply said he felt that he had Consecrated a Cathedral rather than a Parish 
Church. 
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The Rector acknowledged by name all his friends and relations who had contributed so 
generously towards the building, mentioning (apart from those we have already noted) the Rev, 
F.B. Portman of Staple Fitzpaine, and his friends Mr. Fitzhugh, who had given an “Apostle” and a 
door. Unfortunately Mr. Wyatt does not record any other names, apart from the Rev. W. 
Marshall, Vicar of Ilton, who presented a black book of Common Prayer, and also compiled and 
“caused to have printed” the Consecration Service Book, This Mr. Marshall “knowing that the 
unsurpliced (male) members of Buckland Choir would have to walk in procession from the 
Rectory to the Church with the surpliced Clergy and the Sherborne Abbey Choir, considered it 
would be more seemly if the Buckland Choir were enrobed in white, and undertook to provide 
such surplices, So, he bought, borrowed, or begged sufficient garments, had the same done up in a 
parcel – but on arriving at Buckland on the festal morn was exasperated to find that, through an 
oversight on the part of somebody, the precious bundle had been left behind at Ilton!” A man was 
despatched forthwith, and although it was too late for the actual Consecration Service, at Evensong 
the “male members of our Choir were able to deck themselves in white raiment”. 

Amongst the entertainments there was a Punch & Judy – apparently a novelty in 
Buckland. 

8. 

Amongst the entries in the Churchwardens’ Account Books we note that in 1862, a list of 
voluntary contributions include the names of Mrs. Elmslie and a Mr. Wheadon, now remembered 
by the money they left for charity. Two other well known names are Lady Egremont and Mr. 
Gore-Langton. In 1872 Mr, John Wyatt retired as Churchwarden after 30 years service; he was 
presented with a large Bible and a silver tea-pot from the parishioners. He was succeeded by his 
youngest son, Jabez, destined to serve even longer, his first fellow Warden being Mr. James Lutley, 
his second Mr. John Perham. 

Time has not permitted a proper search of newspaper cuttings, but from Chard and 
Ilminster News we spotted the following: – 

1877. “Easter Day. The Church bells rang for one hour this morning. The Church was 
decorated, and about 120 received Holy Communion. The venerable Rector, lately 
suffering a slight attack of gout, was present.” 

Later that year we read of a “Foreign Mission” at which a letter was read from the Reverend John 
Perham (a native of Buckland) who was writing from Krian. We also found a paragraph headed 
“BLINDMOOR”. This records a meeting at the Chapel in connection with the erection of a tablet 
in memory of the Founder and Pastor the Venerable Reverend S. Hallett. He built the chapel, and 
gave the land, dying in 1859, age 92. There was sufficient money over to repair the damage done 
by the recent hurricane. The Rev. J.E, Lance kindly added his name to the list of subscribers”. This 
Reverend Hallett was a resident of Blindmoor. 
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1878.  “The Buckland Fair is fast diminishing. 40 years ago this was well patronised. But this year 
P.C. Strickland apprehended a character wanted by the police for the last 8 years, after 
poaching on Mr. C. Elton’s land.” 

1879. “A cottage in the village completely destroyed by fire. A thatched property of John North, 
labourer.” 

1882. October – bad floods – “the water never known so deep before at Keats Mill”. 

1884. Harvest Thanksgiving. “The church had been chastely decorated with cereals, flowers, and 
plants. The work of adorning the edifice had been carried out by the Misses Lance and the 
Rev. C. Hotham. The musical part of the service conducted by Miss Lance, who presided 
at the organ”. 

Later that year, an entertainment by Mr. G. Manning of Lydeard St. Lawrence, – “Egypt 
and its great River, illustrated with capital views”. During the evening several hymns were 
sung by the audience, with Mr. Symes (Headmaster) at the harmonium. Juveniles were 
admitted for 2d each, the expense defrayed by the worthy Rector”. 

1885. A fire at South Hill Farm, in occupation of Mr. R. Cousins. Totally destroyed. Also this 
year “the old custom of placing oak boughs to the doors of houses, and ringing the church 
bell in the early morning still retains its popularity in the village on the 29th of May”. 

In 1883 Mr. J.J. Every was appointed Sexton, the start of 40 years of service – this is 
practically the last entry we have written by the “venerable Rector” now 90 years of age. 

Mr. J.J. Every was born in Marsh in 1853, and for a time followed his father’s trade of boot 
and shoe maker. However in 1874 he came to Buckland and built the present Post Office, 
presumably taking this work over from Mr. Hayes, and also providing a general shop for the 
village. He recalled that his first consignment of stamps consisted of £1 worth of 1d postage, and 
5/- worth of receipt stamps. There was no parcel post, and letters carried round the Parish three 
days a week. John Lovel did the principal delivery, walking from Chard, through Wadeford, 
Combe St. Nicholas, Whitestaunton, Northay, Newton and Buckland, then on to Bishopswood 
where he rested awhile before his return, Mr. Every had three sons, one of whom, George, 
succeeded him in the business, and one daughter. As well as acting as Sexton he became Captain of 
the Ringers for over 50 years, and was followed by his son-in-law, Mr. Victor Grabham. He retired 
in 1929, going to live “across the road’ at Church House, This house has had quite a variety of 
owners, (and we would like to trace the origin of the name), including a blacksmith, and in more 
recent years, a baker, both carrying on their trade on the premises. 

Returning to the Reverend J.E. Lance – we know that he built the School, and in 1876 he 
erected the drinking fountain at a cost of £100. In this year too, it was decided to build a bridge 
over Waterhayes River. The Act to abolish compulsory Church Rates came in 1862; thereafter 
Rates were voluntary, but with the new Church expenses dropped, and it was not until the very 
end of the century that the effect was felt. In 1875 the first Curate was appointed, the Reverend 
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C.G. Townley, whose name appears often in the School log book, but this did not mean that the 
Rector relinquished many of his duties! But he did take the occasional holiday to London and 
Bournemouth. Rev. Townley was succeeded by the Rev. James Hill (1882) and the Rev. Charles 
Hotham in 1884. On May 7th, 1885 the Reverend John Edwin Lance died. The account of his 
death in the Chard & Ilminster News is written in the typical flowery language of the day, which 
although somewhat exaggerated (for instance it is compared with the death of Moses!) is none the 
less sincere. “Tidings have just reached us of the sudden decease of the Rev. J.E. Lance, The 
melancholy event has awakened feelings of deepest regret throughout the immediate locality. The 
beautiful church, the Rectory and its surroundings, indeed the entire aspect of the place will be a 
standing memorial of his loving care, his almost princely munificence. It was only the day before 
that he had travelled to Honiton on horseback, returned to a hearty meal, and although not too 
well in the morning there seemed little to worry about. However in the afternoon he died in 
slumber.” There is a long description of the funeral which was conducted by the Hon. and Rev. 
F.B. Portman, the lesson being read by the Curate, Rev. C.H. Hotham. The bier was covered with 
white and pink rhododendrons, the coffin “oak medieval”. It is interesting to note that the choir of 
the mission Chapel, Chard, led by the Rev. C.R. Elrington attended, and after the service sang 
Hymn No. 140 at the graveside. 

It is in the same newspaper that we noted the sorrow when “the Misses Lance” left the 
Rectory later that year. Miss Lance was presented with an inkstand, and a paperknife in a sheath 
from Haddon & Franklin, Taunton, and Miss Clara Lance had a writing cabinet supplied by Mr. 
Abraham of Taunton. The presentation was made by Mr. Symes (the Headmaster). Also from the 
parishioners they received two dozen engraved silver spoons, two silver sugar sifters, two silver 
cruets, and a framed address. 

Before passing on to the Rev. William we say farewell to the “feudal” days with the 
following story which is remembered by the Lance family – how true it is will remain a mystery. 
The Rev. John was a staunch Tory, and expected his parishioners to vote likewise. There came a 
day when a report arrived at the Rectory (at lunch time) that a Liberal speaker was in the village, 
attracting quite a crowd. The Rector quietly finished his lunch, asked for his horse to be saddled, 
and rode slowly down the drive. Arriving at the scene he said nothing, but walked his horse round 
the little gathering three times. The third time round all that was left was the speaker – the 
“villagers” had apparently found urgent tasks elsewhere. 

Another story refers to the shaft of the Norman cross, eventually to be placed in the 1914-
18 War Memorial. It is said that this was found in the Rectory grounds by the Rev. John’s 
grandson, marking the grave of a horse. 

 

9. 

We come now to the Rev. William Lance, eldest son of the former Rector, inducted July 
30th 1885. For twelve years he was an officer in the Indian Army in the 74th Regt. Native 
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Infantry. He retired in 1856 to take Orders, studying theology at King’s College, London, and 
became a Theological Associate of Kings. Ordained Deacon in 1858, Priest in 1859, when he was 
Assistant Curate of Bishop’s Lydeard. From 1860 to 1885 he was Curate in Charge of Thurlbeare 
and Stoke St. Mary. Married to the former Miss Mildred he had 5 sons and 2 daughters. 

From 1886 onwards we see that meetings are now held in the School as opposed to the 
Lamb & Flag, and we have one meeting only for all the Parish Appointments, i.e. Churchwardens, 
Overseers, Guardian and Waywarden. The next item of interest is the building of Birchwood 
Chapel, the lease of the land dated 1887 – a complicated affair between Mr. James Grabham (and 
others) of Owlshays and the Rev. W.H. Lance for “430 superficial yards” and the right of way on 
the strip of land from the road, the width of ten feet (more or less) to “pass and repass either on 
foot, horseback or otherwise, with or without carriages”. The Bishop’s permission for the Chapel to 
be used for Divine Service and administration of the Holy Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was 
received the same year. 

1888 was the year the present Reredos was erected, in the Parish Church, in remembrance 
of The Rev, J.E. Lance. This is described as being of different kind of alabaster with Italian, 
Devonshire, and Welsh marbles. It was designed and executed by Mr. Forsyth, and cost £300. A 
note in the Vestry book states: – “The new Reredos was erected, the front part of the chancel 
lowered one step, marble steps and pavement placed inside the altar rail, a stall on each side added 
for the clergy, the wall diaper work re-coloured, and the top part of the old reredos, with the 
addition of Welsh marble coping and buttress was made into a chancel screen in place of the old 
one. The whole expense was £771.13.3. of which Miss Clare Lance paid £600, the remainder 
contributed by the Lance family and parishioners. 

We have no interesting records of the first four curates who came to Buckland to be trained 
by the Rector, namely Douglas Davys (1885), Francis Terry and Charles Rochfort Davies (1888) 
and George Peake (1891), but in 1893 we find the Reverend Alexander Edward Fiennes-Clinton 
Davenport, who was already priested and came via Falmouth, Bromsgrove, and Porlock; he lived at 
Newtown until 1897 during which time he had three children – a daughter who died aged ten 
months, and two sons. 

In 1893 the Churchwardens were asked to look into the matter of the Parish Recreation 
ground, so the rights of the parishioners would not be lost, and 1894 it was reported that 
contractors were taking stone from ground belonging to the Parish. It was agreed to make a charge 
for this – Mr. J. Hockey to collect. This year is the last time that Overseers were appointed, namely 
Wm. Wyatt, Fred. Grabham, Peter Matravers, Wm. Quick and H. Doble, with J. Hockey as 
Waywarden. In 1897 it was decided that the Church should be declared free, to commemorate the 
long reign of Queen Victoria. In 1898 Mr. J.J. Every was having difficulty in obtaining Ringers, 
and proposed that a chiming apparatus be fixed in the Belfry at a cost of £4. He offered to pay the 
expenses, and suggested that each Ringer be paid £l per year, and be fined ld. each time he was 
absent, the fines to go to the Bell Expense Fund. However, a year later Mr. Every handed over 
3/7d. in fines saying the Ringers objected to paying into the Fund, and in future fines were paid to 
those who attended most regularly! 
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From 1897 the Rev. William has two curates; first came the Rev. E. Parry Liddon, joined a 
year later by the Rev. W. Moberly who was from Kidderminster. The Rev. Liddon who stayed 
until 1904 owned the cottage now known as “Keymer” (much altered) for his last four years. This 
property was enclosed from Common Lands in 1849 to Mr. J.W. Hickman (gardener) and his 
Trustee the Rev. J.E. Lance for £91, so presumably Mr. Hickman built the cottage and made the 
necessary hedges. It was purchased by the Rev. Liddon in 1900 for £400, and sold by him in 1904 
for £460. Incidentally “Keymer” has no connection with the old “Kymer” estate – it is a 
coincidence that a later purchaser came from the parish of Keymer in Sussex, and named the 
property. 

In 1900 there was a Sunday School Teachers Meeting of the Deanery at Buckland and a 
Service when 30 Clergy and 300 teachers attended. Special services were held for the Queen’s 
funeral in 1901, (the Dead March in Saul being played) and in 1902 the Rev. Moberly held a 
Thanksgiving Service for peace with the Boers. 

By now the Rev. William’s eyesight was giving trouble, and he resigned in 1904, going to 
live at Bagborough. Rev. Moberly had left in 1903, so Rev. Liddon was taking most of the services, 
together with Rev. Davenport who returned for a few months. Also the Rev. J.A. Smart, after 
making his declaration at Birchwood in June, and the Hon. H.N. Waldegrave are mentioned. The 
Rev. William Lance died in 1911 – Rev. Liddon coming from Northants to take the funeral 
service. A quick lock at the accounts for 1904 show that Church expenses were £61, Support for 
the Poor (including both a Coal and Clothing Club) £66, and £24 given to various Missions. 
There were 88 children on the Sunday School Register. 

Before turning to the next Lance, the family had made another change in Buckland. It was 
decided that The Rectory and grounds were becoming too expensive to run, and should be sold, 
together with glebe land. A valuation dated January 1905 for the house and 42 acres was 
£3686.11.4. The Valuers were afraid this might be considered low, but pointed out that it was a 
somewhat lonely part of the world, being 5 miles from a Railway Station. However, if (as they 
understood) a gentleman was desirous of purchase, he might be induced to give a slightly higher 
figure. So it came about that the first occupants of “Buckland House” were the Langhornes. 
Meanwhile the present Rectory was being built ready for the Rev. Arthur Porcher Lance, shortly to 
be married. 

The Rev. A,P. Lance was inducted in February 1905. Previously he had been Assistant 
Curate at Upton Park, London (1896) then Chaplain of St. George’s Hospital, London (1901). In 
January 1906 the Banns were read of the Rector and Miss Harriet Agatha Housemayne du Boulay 
of the Parish of Compton, destined to become the second Mrs. Lance to move to a Rectory at 
Buckland. 

There was a gap between the sale of the old Rectory and the occupancy of the new, during 
which time the Reverend Arthur lived at Hill Cottage with his sister. This, too, was later sold to 
the Langhornes. 
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Whilst the Langhornes were at Buckland St. Mary they made local history by having the 
only wedding so far from “Buckland House”. Although the Reverend J.E. Lance’s sister, Mary, was 
married here, this would have been in the old church, and due to “advancing years” was probably a 
private ceremony. Thus on December 18th, 1907, Miss M.E. Langhorne was married to Mr. G.C. 
Pope. Her sister, Miss H.S. Langhorne, who many years later returned to live at “Church House” 
tells us that because it was a winter wedding (and Buckland churchyard can be cold!) an awning 
was erected outside the church, viewed with wonder by the populace! 

After the Langhornes came the Reverend A.P. Pott and family, followed by the 
Debenhams, both of whom took a great interest in the life of the Parish. Then, in turn, came the 
Tatham-Warters, (Mr. Henry de Grey Tatham-Wafter is buried here) and Mr. and Mrs. C. 
George, who were here for over twenty years until Mr. George’s death in 1954. Writing in 1974, a 
gentleman who used to live in a neighbouring parish says “The ‘George’s Era’ began in opulent 
and tranquil days. They were splendid people – generous without ostentation. It is a hackneyed 
cliché ‘we shall not see their like again’ but it is perfectly true”. Then came the war, and whilst Mr, 
George found time to help “prepare the defences of the village”, Mrs. George’s hospitality, 
especially to the air men from nearby aerodromes, will long be remembered. 

However, we have gone too fast, and must return to 1909 when we see “Church 
Government” as we know it today. Sidesmen were appointed for the first time to assist the 
Churchwardens (Mr. Jabez Wyatt and Mr. R. Doble, the first being Messrs. Diment, Watts, Akers 
and John Wyatt. 

In 1911 the Lady Chapel was made from the former Vestry, the Reverend A.P. Pott 
presenting the lovely carved wooden Altar. It was about this time that the Diocesan Board of 
Finance was formed, and we have the first Parochial Lay Representatives to the Rural Decanal 
Conference. 

1913. In August we celebrated our Jubilee 1863-1913, and the Reverend C.G. Townley, 
sometime Assistant Curate, returned. A copy of his sermon has survived, when he refers to the 
£500 “raised in this country parish with no wealthy residents and with a sparse population” 
towards the building of the Church. He also speaks of “the most treasured of my possessions, the 
bag with vessels and linen for private celebrations of the Holy Communion which the parishioners 
gave me when I left 32 years ago, together with a list of the donors”. This was a real “Buckland 
Week”. A Service on August lst (Friday) to prepare us for our Festival – 8.00 p.m. with a sermon 
by the Rev. P.M. Taylor, five Services on Sunday, the Evening Preacher being the Vicar of 
Ilminster (the Rev. Preb. Street), then on Wednesday, Holy Communion at 7.45 starts the day; at 
1.00 p.m. “Dinner at The Rectory for all Parishioners who were present at the Consecration in 
1863”, followed at 3.00 with a Short Service of Thanksgiving at which the Preacher was the 
Rector’s brother, the Rev. Preb. Edwin Lance. From 3.30 to 9.30, Tea. Sports and Dancing in The 
Rectory grounds. 
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1914 sees two new windows in the Church, that in the Lady Chapel in memory of the 
Reverend W.H. Lance, and the one in the North Aisle to Lt. General Sir Frederick Lance, his 
brother. Both of these are by Kempe. 

Expenditure in 1916 on Church Heating Apparatus amounted to £172, and we cannot 
resist quoting from a Vestry Meeting of 1918 – “The Rector read a notice from the Rural Dean 
stating that in consequence of our expenses having risen from £70 to £77 the quota due to the 
Finance Committee had gone from £7 to £7.14.0. It was agreed the Rector should write to the 
Rural Dean explaining the rise was due to a heavy bill for repairs, and the Vestry considered the 
quota high in relation to the size of the Parish. They hoped some other basis might be arrived at in 
allotting the Quotas”. In 1974 our Quota is £158! 

1919 – Mr. Jabez Wyatt retired after 45 years service as Churchwarden, and succeeded by 
Mr. John Wyatt. This is also the year when Parochial Church Councils were formed, and ours 
included two ladies – Mrs Jabez Wyatt and Mrs. S. Dummett. In an “Ecclesiastical Inquiry” dated 
1922 the Rector’s comments are of interest to us today (and also show how little notice is taken of 
the ‘men on the spot’): – Query – “Is any adjustment of boundaries desirable?” Answer: – “About 
11 houses now in Combe St. Nicholas representing a population of about 40 people, ten minutes 
walk from Buckland Church, and three miles from Combe, should certainly be added to 
Buckland”. Query – “Is the union of this Benefice desirable?” Answer – “I think not”. 

1920 saw the placing of the clock in the Tower, and the erection of the War Memorial 
Cross. By 1924 there were complaints that the lighting of the Church by candlelight was deficient, 
also on some Sundays the Church was not warm enough! 

In 1926 the Reverend A.P. Lance resigned – and here we must mention the loving work of 
Mrs. Lance in the Parish. A fully trained Nurse she ran her own little “surgery”, and was in 
constant demand in times of sickness. We are also told of her contribution to the music in Church, 
her encouragement of both young organists and choir. Those were the days when the youngsters 
came to sing at the Early Service, had breakfast at The Rectory, Children’s Service, followed by 
either Matins or Holy Communion, home for lunch, then Sunday School in the afternoon and 
back to sing for Evensong. All our local farmers can recall this with pride – these days we seem 
unable to strike the happy medium! 

So, the Reverend Lance goes to Wootton Courtenay leaving Buckland without a member 
of the family for the first time in 96 years. But not quite – three sons were born in The Rectory, 
two taking Holy Orders. The eldest, John du Boulay, remained in the Bath and Wells Diocese, 
being at St. Andrews, Taunton, and later Bishop’s Lydeard. For a time he was the Diocesan School 
Inspector, eventually becoming Archdeacon of Wells, resigning in 1973 and now living “next 
door” in Corfe. To Buckland people he is always remembered as “Jack” and one, Mr. Fred 
Crandon, is still proud to relate that he was baptised in the same water as the Rector’s son! 

To conclude the “Lance Story” we must mention that Miss Clara Lance, the Reverend 
John’s youngest daughter, became known for her Missionary work in Taunton, and died in 1932, 
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aged 87. The Reverend Arthur came back to Buckland for the occasional service, and died in 1957, 
age 86, whilst his wife lived to be 98 and died in 1971. They are all recorded in our Churchyard. 
Sadly, two of their sons have also died, Mr. Michael Lance in 1954 and The Reverend Hugh Lance 
in 1973. 

 

10. 

THE SCHOOL 

We have been unable to trace the exact date of the first School, but it would appear that at 
some stage the Old Parsonage House, in which the Rev. Mr. Templeman refused to live, was used 
as a place of education, probably in the early 1800s. The National Society tell us: – 

“The 1833 Education Enquiry Returns record a day and Sunday School connected with 
the church. The school was supported by voluntary contributions and the children’s pence; 
there were about 30 boys and 36 girls attending daily, and 50 boys and 53 girls on 
Sundays. The school is also recorded in the Returns to an Enquiry made in 1840 by the 
newly formed Bath & Wells Diocesan Board of Education, but no particulars about the 
building are given. At the time of the National Society’s Church School Enquiry 1846/7 
the school was held in a virtually secured schoolroom and a teacher’s residence was 
provided. The children were instructed by a Master and Mistress who received a joint 
salary of £45 p.a. The total cost of maintaining the school was estimated at £55 p.a. and 
this sum was raised apparently entirely by subscription”. 

In Kelly’s Directory for 1859 we read “There is a small school for girls” and in 1866 after 
the reference to the new Church “A neat school, also erected and supported by the Rector, the 
Master, Joseph Wilby, the Mistress, Mrs. Mary Ann Wilby”. Again quoting the National Society: – 

“By 1875 it use registered as a Public Elementary School, thus qualifying for an annual 
government maintenance grant. In 1902 the Rev. W. Lance wrote to the Society concerning the 
school building which he said was situated on the glebe and had originally been the Parsonage 
House. With the Bishop’s consent Mr. Lance agreed to convey the premises for educational 
purposes, and the deed is dated 30th June 1903. 

Mr. W. Hawken 1873(?) – 1880 

The earliest Register and log book we have date from January 1874. The Log Book opens 
with the words: – 

“Wm. Hawken, the Teacher of this School, went to Exeter on the 9th December 1873 and 
sat at the Diocesan Training College in order to obtain a Government Certificate of Merit”. The 
School was reopened after the Christmas Vacation on January 5th 1874”. 
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“THE OLD RECTORY IN USE AS A SCHOOL” 

From a watercolour by W.W.Wheatley dated 1848. 

On this date 68 children were entered on the Register ranging in age from 7 to 17. The 
surnames are those traced from past generations and still known today, such as Board, Doble, Pym, 
Wyatt, Willey, Shire; amongst the Christian names for boys we have Shadrach, Job, Levi, 
Meshach, Obadiah and Ishmael, whilst the girls have to be content with those in favour exactly 
100 years later, i.e. Emma, Lucy, Rebecca. During this period the staff consisted of Mr. Hawken 
and one Pupil Teacher, but the Rector (Rev, J.E. Lance) visited at least twice a week, the Curate 
(Rev: Townley) three times, and constant references to Miss Chard (Sewing Mistress) and also 
“The ladies at the Rectory”. 

It is interesting to note that the whole of Mr. Hawken’s Log Book revolves round “The 
Rectory”. Obviously the Rev. J.E. Lance and his family not only supported the School financially 
but took a keen interest in it – there is hardly a page where the name “Lance” does not appear, 

1877 – Nov. 16th. Mr. Lance has not been able to make his usual visits in consequence of 
a fall from his horse. Mr. Townley attended. 

1878 – Oct. 25th. The Rector and Family returned from Bournemouth and re-
commenced their usual visits to the School. 

It must be remembered that in 1877 the Rector was already 83, and it be seen that he 
continued his visits up to about three months before his death in 1885. We have the school 
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accounts for only the last two years of his life – which tell their own story – in 1863/4 the 
Government Grant was £65.0.6., School Fees amounted to £14.2.11., Interest on funds 
bequeathed by Mrs. Elmsley £5.0.0., Voluntary Contribution Rev. J.E. Lance £198.2.9. The 
following year the Grant was slightly higher, and the Rector’s Contribution down to £96.5.5., thus 
it is obvious that he “Balanced the books” each year, apart from salaries, coal is the largest recurring 
expense. 

To return to Mr. Hawken’s Log Book we will let the following speak for themselves: – 

1874 – April 10th. Attendance very small this week owing to the rapid spread of the measles. 

May 15th. The whooping cough has become very prevalent. 

Aug. 8th. Harvest holidays commenced for 4 weeks. 

Sept. 22nd. Half  holiday given for Buckland Fair. (This continued up to 1914.) 

Nov. 13th. Lewis Hawkins received reproof and chastisement from the Rector. 

1875 – Feb. 8th. Extract from the Annual Report from the Master to the Manager. “Rev. & 
Dear Sir, Now the New Act has come into force I urge that pressure be 
employed to induce the parents of the irregular children to send them more 
regularly. I most earnestly beg that you either by a pastoral, or from the 
pulpit, or by any means your discretion may appoint, bring your influence 
to bear on this most important subject.” 

April 12th. Workmen commenced to build the new classroom, the concrete foundation 
of which was laid in the Autumn of 1874. 

1875 – April 15th.  43 of the children were presented with a shilling by the Rector for 
successful passes in the recent examinations. After this week there are to be 
no free scholars. 

July 9th. Very small attendance this week – haymaking general throughout the 
parish. 

Oct. 18th.  School re-opened after extended holiday. The brick tile floor has been 
removed and a substantial wooden floor laid down. The partition between 
the two rooms removed. A new patented slow combustion stove has been 
erected. The enlarged room has been furnished with the National Society’s 
convertible desks, and a spacious cupboard erected. 

Nov. 26th  The Master absent from duties having went into Devonshire to bring his 
wife and family home. Mr. Townley took charge of the school. 

1876 – April 7th.  The School this week has been badly attended. The children mostly 
engaged in assisting in the gardening. 
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Sept. 22nd. This week Mrs. Lance and other ladies of the family visited the sewing 
department twice. 

Oct. 13th. Learnt a new school song this week – “Scatter seeds of kindness”. 

Nov. 24th.  Shadrach Board and John Matthews after repeated cautions had been given, 
received corporal punishment. 

1877 – July 13th.  The number of children of school age has been ascertained to be 135 
between the ages of 5 and 14 of whom 75 have their names on the 
Registers. 

Oct. 5th. The newly appointed “Attendance Officer” visited the School for the first 
time. 

1878 – Sept. 27th.  Walter Doble and John Matthews chastised for stealing apples (during the 
recess). 

Oct. 18th. The Pupil-Teacher (Wm. Dicker) finished working through the 1st Book 
of Euclid. 

1879 – Feb. 7th.  Admonished Wyndham Hayes for inattention, He signed a paper (in the 
presence of Mr. Townley) by which he promised to amend for the future. 

May 30th.  May was a very cold month indeed with scarcely any sunshine. The 
orchards destitute of blossom. 

July 4th.  Very wet and stormy all week. On July 1st the classroom and schoolroom 
were inundated with water owing to the tremendous downpour. 

July 25th.  Mrs. Lance very dangerously ill. (She died on July 28th – “a great friend to 
the children”.) 

Aug. 15th.  Annual School Treat. 125 day and Sunday scholars were present. Wm. 
Crabb and Camilla Hayes won the writing prizes. 

Oct. 17th.  New entrance made to the School Premises. Evening School commenced 
on the 14th. 

Nov. 7th.  The Pupil Teacher Mr. Dicker informed from Exeter Training College that 
he has been elected to a Queen’s Scholarship. 

Dec. 5th.  Gave corporal punishment to several boys for unpunctual attendance, 
having gone away to slide on the ice. Commenced arithmetical problems 
with the third standard. 

Oct. 8th.  Pupil Teacher (Wm. Crabb) obtained leave in the afternoon to visit 
Ilminster to inspect Wombwell’s Menagerie. 
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Nov. 12th.  John Matthews reported to the Managers for igniting gunpowder near the 
school during play time. 

There is a wonderful account in the Chard & Ilminster News about the School Treat on 
August 21st 1880. Space does not permit us to print it all, but it tells how “One day in every year 
is of utmost importance to both young and old in the parish of Buckland St. Mary. When Bishop 
Aukland once travelled across country to Buckland he jocularly remarked that he did not see any 
signs of civilisation – not even a gallows! So much the better that it fell to our lot to have had 
present for 50 years our Rector, who in half a century has worked wonders. The untameable, bold 
peasantry are defunct; successive generations have improved morals and manners; revellings and 
broils are things of the past. Before he came, the one Sunday service conducted by a non-resident 
minister was often performed with “maimed rites” and indecent haste – this has been altered to 
more frequent and decorous services”. Returning to the subject the correspondent tells us “The 
children all marched into Church with banners, after which prizes were given, and the Rector 
addressed the parents on careful home training. Coming out they were met by the Churchinford 
brass band, and taken over to the School for a roast beef and plum pudding dinner. After this they 
went to The Rectory grounds for games – and joined by the Rev. W. and Mrs. Lance from 
Thurlbeare, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lance from Stoke St. Mary, Mrs. Mildred and family, the 
Misses Lance from Southsea, and Miss Pearse of London”. One of the amusements was a lofty 
pole, and from 4 crossbars on the top were suspended large pieces of beef, a leg of mutton, bacon 
and cheeses which had to be climbed for. “Farmers’ wives were regaled with tea, and the farmers 
invited to a claret cup with the Rector. There was an assemblage of several hundred visitors from 
Chard, Ilminster and Taunton. All seemed to enjoy the scene, the grassy slopes looked so fresh and 
verdant, and the numerous flower beds so gay.” 

Mr. Hawken left at Christmas 1880, and was succeeded by 

Mr. Jesse Symes, 1881 – 1894. 

The first thing we notice is that there are now far fewer references to corporal punishment. 
Instead we find: – 

1882 – Sept. 26th. Cautioned the children against the evil of stone throwing. Some of them 
have been teasing Mr. Lutley’s dog throwing stones at it.  

1888 – Oct. 24th.  First lessons delayed half an hour while Master was lecturing the children 
on respectful manners, he having had a complaint the day before. 

The Log Book continues in much the same style as that of Mr. Hawken with greater 
emphasis on the attendance. 

1881 – Aug. 5th.  A very good attendance during the past week. Rev. J.E. Lance, Rev. C.G. 
Townley and the Misses Lance have daily visited the school. 

1882 – Nov. 27th.  Admitted Harriet Thomas and Thuza Spurle, both under 7 and never at 
school before. 
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1883 – Jan. 15th.  Bessie Cook (under 5 years) left for the winter on account of the distance. 

July 6th. School Inspection. 112 present – “The infants are improving in their work 
in which the new classroom will be a welcome aid”. 

1884 – June 9th.  Mrs. Symes, having given birth to a son on Sunday is unable to attend the 
sewing for a time. 

July 30th.  No school on account of so many children attending the grand meet of 
volunteers in Staple Park. H.M. Inspector’s Report reads: – “A pleasing 
school, admirably organised and furnished, and in spite of the scattered 
nature of the population a highly satisfactory examination has been passed”. 

1885 - May 8th.  THE REV. J.E. LANCE died yesterday, aged 91. The school has lost a 
good friend. (His last recorded visit was in December, and he had been 
teaching regularly in 1884.) 

June 29th.  The Misses Lance leave today. 

1887 – June 28/29.  Jubilee Festivities in the village. 

1888 –  The following Kindergarten exercises will be taught to infants for H.M. 
Inspector’s Inspection July 1889 – Age 5/6, Matweaving and pricking. 
Below that age, Feather making and threading beads. 

1892 – June 6th.  Infants transferred to another room, and gallery enlarged. 

1893 – May 9th.  125 present 

1894 – June 7th. Holiday today and tomorrow on account of anniversary of the Village 
Club, by permission of the Managers. (The first mention of this, which 
continued, one day only up to 1913.) 

It is significant to note that on the death of the Rev. J.E. Lance, the founder of Buckland as 
we know it today, a subtle change takes place. We no longer have the almost daily reports on the 
activities of “The Rectory” and in August 1885 there is a Meeting of the Ratepayers to consider the 
best means of providing for the School Expenses. It was agreed that it be carried on as a Voluntary 
School, and a rate of 3d. in the pound be raised. In following years this was reduced to 2½d. up to 
1903 when the system was abolished. The children paid 1/- per quarter or 2d. per week. With the 
advent of “Government Grants” it is understandable that the Rev. William Lance felt that the 
parish as a whole should help, but he continued to balance the hooks with varying amounts up to 
£50 until 1898, from which date the deficits were carried forward as “due to the Treasurer, the 
Rev. W.H. Lance” who hoped to be repaid from the following year’s receipts. In 1886 Mr. Symes 
received £85 p.a. one third of the Grant (in that year £24.9.0.) and 8 tons of coal for his house and 
School. The Pupil Teachers (a four year period) about £113 p.a. and from 1889 various 
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“monitors” had a small salary. Amongst those responsible for collecting the rates are the following 
names: – 

Buckland Tithing   –  Joel Knight.  Edward Savidge. 
Westcombeland Tithing –  Henry Doble.  R. Doble. 
Dommett Tithing   –  Walter Webber. Samuel Perham. 

In May 1894 Mr. Symes resigned, and we come to Mr. W.A. Strong, former Master of 
Fifehead Magdalene, Gillingham. 

Mr. W.A. Strong, 1894 – 1900  

We now have the appointment of an Assistant Mistress, the first being Miss E. Clements, 
and the second Miss Sarah E. Browne, who received £40 p.a. Mr. Strong had £100 plus a free 
house, and Mrs. Strong is the official Mistress. During this period the attendance fluctuates 
tremendously between 60 and 112. Mr. Strong’s Log Book is very formal, but we do find: – 

1894 – Nov. 22nd.  Several boys punished for smoking cane in the schoolyard. 

1895 – Dec. 20th.  During the week hot dinners at a charge of 2d. have been provided, and 
will be continued after the holiday. These were arranged by Miss Lance. 
(Speaking to a lady who remembers these, the children were not very keen; 
and when possible the ½d. spent in the village shop!) 

1898 – Aug. 29th.  Blackberry picking has commenced – attendance fell to 86. 

1899 – May 9th.  While the school bell was ringing it fell and struck Edwin Maddock, 
cutting his head in three places. These were stitched up by Dr. Stokes of 
Chard. The boy will, necessarily, be unable to attend school for a time. (He 
returned on May 29th!) 

Nov. 17th.  On Wednesday evening the majority of the children were treated to a 
Magic Lantern entertainment. Sixty pictures illustrating Canada were 
shown, Several parents were also present. 

Mr. Strong resigned in March 1900 to become Head Master of Somerton Free School, 

There were eleven applications for the vacancy, the successful candidate being Mr. T. 
Johnson 1920-1906. Now, Mr. Johnson seems to have been a real “live wire”. As regards 
Education he had most advanced ideas, ambitious for his pupils, keen to provide new equipment, 
and going to trouble to work out interesting lessons. A strong personality he waged a continual 
battle with parents for not sending their children, and the failure of the Attendance Committees to 
enforce the law. For example: – 

1901 –  Visit from Attendance Officer. Complained of the low percentage attendance, but 
with Chard School Attendance Committee and Magistrates complaints are 
practically useless, one of the Magistrates on the bench remarking when monthly 
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returns are presented “These papers are all moonshine” and another one swearing 
he would never see a parent fined – and the Attendance Officer himself 
acknowledging that the forms when filled were “not worth twopence” as he was not 
backed up properly by his Committee. 

He was also critical of the new Education Authorities. Here we have a typical comment – 
this was after the County had refused to supply certain nature study books which he felt well 
adapted to a country school – “We shall now return to our old three “Rs” system, and await the 
next craze, having survived “Varied Occupations” “Musical Drill” “Brushwork Daub” “The 
Newest Physical Exercises” “more New Physical Exercises” etc.” Let his Log Book speak for itself; – 
we note the “Scheme of Work” for each class is set out in full, and his first term started two weeks 
late – the school being closed “owing to the prevalence of measles”. 

1900 – July 27th.  Walk to Castle Neroche for Geography lesson. These occasional walks hold 
out an inducement for better Friday attendances. 

Aug. 17th.  A walk to illustrate valley, river, water parting, watermill. Went up the hill 
beyond the mill, returned round Bishopswood. Children took extra lunch 
and attended very well to lesson on the way. 

Nov. 16th.  Weather and sickness (whooping cough) against us this week. Many 
children walk from two to three miles, and rain most days. 

Dec. 7th.  The School Attendance Committee have obtained seven summonses against 
parents for sending irregularly. This is the only way to remedy the bad state 
of attendance at this school. 

Note – in the winter the children who had made full attendances during 
the week were shown Lantern Slides – mainly educational, but ending with 
a few comics. 

1901 – April 15th.  Have had a very ugly corner of the playground consisting of a heap of 
building rubbish levelled down, bordered with laurels and sown with 
grasses. 

The population of the Parish has decreased from 586 to 474 according to 
the last census and numbers on books have decreased accordingly. Only 99 
at present on Register compared with 124 in 1899. 

June 25th.  Emily Elliott commenced work as Candidate for Pupil Teacher. She left 
this school two years ago for Ilminster Girls Grammar School, and appears 
to be forward in her studies. 

Sept. 6th.  Attendance poor – many absent picking blackberries and mushrooms for 
sale. 
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Dec.   Mrs. Johnson (certified Teacher) appointed as Infants Mistress. 

1902 – June 2nd.  Peace declared in South Africa. Children treated, through kindness of the 
Rector and Family, to a Show of Wild Animals and Birds (counted as 
Object Lesson). After the visit to the Menagerie they were given tea in the 
Rectory grounds, followed by games and fireworks in the evening. 

June 5th.  School closed. Choir Boys and Teachers attending Choral Festival at Wells 
Cathedral. 

1903 – July 9th. The New Committee for the School under the New education Act consists 
of: – 

  The Rev. W.H. Lance (Chairman) & Mrs. Lance 
  Messrs. Jabez Wyatt, Robert Doble, 
  F. Aplin and J. Knight 

During this month cricket matches with Chard Grammar School, and 
Combe St. Nicholas School. Our team coached by Captain Mildred, who 
has been staying at the Rectory. (Mrs. Lance’s brother.) 

Nov. 3rd. A very sad accident happened today. Mr. Hubert Lance was preparing a few 
fireworks when an explosion took place, and he was severely burnt on head, 
face, and arms. Some rooms at The Rectory also burnt out. He was brought 
to the School House as he must be kept perfectly quiet and the School is 
closed until Monday next. 

1904 – Sept. 26th.  The School and the Parish suffer a great loss in the removal of the Rector 
(Rev. W.H. Lance), who is resigning, and Mrs. Lance and family, For the 
past 75 years the Rector and his Father have held charge of the Parish, and 
only old age and the loss of the valuable services of the Rev. E.P. Liddon, 
who has accepted the living of Staverton, Northampton, have induced the 
Rector to resign. The loss to the Parish and the School is incalculable. 

Dec.  Have commenced to get up a Juvenile Operetta, Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs, with the upper classes. (The stage was fixed in Feb. 1905, 
and the show produced twice.) 

1905 – Feb. 3rd.  The new Rector, the Rev. A.P. Lance was inducted into the living, and 
school used for tea afterwards. 

May 31st. Several first class boys and girls allowed part of the afternoon to decorate 
archway to School for Club Festival tomorrow. 

During the Summer Holidays of 1905 Mr. Johnson resigned, and for the rest of the year 
Mrs. Johnson took charge, assisted by Miss Elliott (now out of apprenticeship). 
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Although the Rev. W.H. Lance is not mentioned as much as his father had been, it would 
appear that as now, the Rector took the Scripture classes. The two curates, the Revs. Liddon and 
Moberly were also much in evidence – apparently Rev. Liddon was the more strict of the two and 
believed in a judicial use of the cane. 

Mr. H. Carratt 1906 – 1915  

With the advent of Mr. Carratt we return to the rather dull log book method, although as 
will be seen we can continue with the history of the School. We remember, too, that we start to be 
in the iron hand of the County Education Authorities, with the inevitable forms to be returned. 

Unfortunately we cannot trace the School Manager’s Minute Book of this period, but in a 
Vestry Meeting of 1906 the Rev. A.P. Lance stated how much he disapproved of the Education 
Bill then before Parliament, and that three petitions from Parents and Ratepayers had been sent to 
the House of Commons. We also have the first mention of regular medical inspections, and in 
1913 “Dentist visits School”. Mr. Carratt suffered from continual change of staff, but Miss Elliott 
remains loyal, and he continues his predecessor’s complaints about the inefficiency of the 
Attendance Officers and Committees. A lady in our Parish remembers the following ditty which is  
one of many local variants: – 

Mr. Car-ratt he’s a nice young man, 
He tries to teach us all he can. 
Reading writing and arithmetic, 
But he doesn’t forget to give us the stick,  
When he does he makes us dance 
Out of Spain and into France. 

1908 – Feb. 14th.  Large tree felled in School Yard. 

1909 –  (A Report.) The needlework is in good hands but gathering is not a strong 
point. 

1910 –   School gardens inspected – (these were started by Mr, Carratt). 

1911 – June 7th.  A swarm of bees in the infant room has necessitated the removal of the 
infants. 

1912 –  (A Report.) The removal of the gallery has greatly improved the Infants 
Room. 

1913 –  (A Report,) Infants – the use of slates should be discontinued. Housecraft – 
the girls might, with advantage, put their lessons into practice by keeping 
the Schoolroom tidy and clean. 
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There are frequent references to the Rev. A.P. Lance visiting and teaching in the school. Of 
course, by now the two curates had left, but owing to increased staff this was not such a loss as it 
might have been. 

Mr. J.E. Owens 1915 – 1921 

Mr. Owens’ first term was difficult with staff’ problems and Mrs. Owens was appointed 
Supplementary Teacher, also taking Sewing. Early 1916 was renowned for heavy snowfalls in mid-
February, and the School was closed for a week. 

1916 – May 24th.  This being Empire Day the children were assembled in the playground at 
10 a.m. and listened to a Patriotic Address by the Rector (Rev. A.P. Lance) 
3 songs were sung, there was a march past, and the Union Jack saluted. 

1916 – June/July.  Epidemic of whooping cough and the school closed for a month. 

1917 – Oct. 15th.  In connection with the Cooking Classes hot dinners are being provided 
three days a week. 

Dec. 14th.  About 900 dinners have been supplied to the scholars to date. It is 
estimated that there has been a saving of 400 lbs. of bread. Both parents 
and visitors are constantly reminding us of their appreciation for the efforts 
being made for the comfort of the children, and the benefit to the nation 
during a period of unprecedented scarcity. 

1918 – March 14th. Dinners – for the most part rice is being served, as on account of the great 
scarcity of meat and rabbits it is well nigh impossible to make soup. 

March 27th. At the close of school Miss E. Elliott was presented with a very fine marble 
clock on the occasion of her leaving to be married. She has been connected 
with the School as Teacher and Scholar for 25 years. 

Sept. Acting in accordance with the Scheme for Blackberry picking organised by 
Divisional Food Commissioners the older children spent several afternoons 
gathering berries. They were paid at the rate of 3d. for lb. and picked 
1,000lbs. 

1918 – Oct.  Influenza – school closed for 2 weeks. 

1920 – May 21st. Empire Day celebrated this afternoon. The children paraded before the 
newly erected flagstaff, and visitors included Lord Rothes, Mr. and Mrs. 
Debenham, Capt. and Mrs. Benson, Rev. A.P. Lance and the Misses 
Debenham and Bridgwater. The Union Jack was hoisted by Miss 
Debenham, and an inspiring address delivered by Capt. Benson R.N. A 
pleasing and effective ceremony. 



- 46 - 
 

June 18th. School closed for a month – measles epidemic – and the following year we 
all have chicken-pox. 

In August 1921 Mr. and Mrs. Owens leave to commence a new post at West Monkton, 
and Miss Mary Kerry begins her duties as Head-mistress. She writes: – “Families are leaving the 
Parish and not being replaced. Numbers down to 44”. In 1923 we hear speeches of the King and 
Queen on a gramophone, and in 1925 the gardening class went on several occasions to Buckland 
House “to be instructed in the art of pruning by the gardener”. Miss Kerry leaves in 1924 and is 
followed by Miss M.E. Walters. 

Our final note is dated April 1937 – “As from today this is to be a Junior School. 21 
Seniors were conveyed to Combe St. Nicholas by ‘bus”. 

In May 1939 Miss Walters resigned – and this, we think, is the place to stop, leaving the 
next “historian” to commence with the war years which, in some respects, link very closely with 
those of 1914-18. It is fitting that we should end with the Diocesan Inspector’s Report in July 
1935. We quote his last paragraph, with Miss Walters’ explanatory note. 

“May I add that it has given me a special personal joy to find that Buckland School is in 
the most worthy sense the best that I have visited and to know that Miss Walters will he able to 
take her well earned rest with the knowledge of a remarkable achievement behind her. (signed) J. 
Du Boulay Lance, Diocesan Inspector.” (The Rev. J. Du Rowley Lance is the eldest son of the Rev. 
A,P. Lance, a former Rector of Buckland St Mary, who left here in 1926.) 

 

THE SCHOOL TODAY 

11. 

To bring our Church History up to date we will record only the main items of interest. 
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The next occupants of the Rectory were the Rev. & Mrs. G.G. Hickman who stayed for 
five years before moving to Ilminster, and they were followed by the Rev. J.A. Molony, 1931-4. 
Then came the Reverend & Mrs. J.H.H. Doorbar (from Kewstoke) who quickly settled down to 
Buckland life, and stayed for fifteen years. During this time we note: – 

1937 –  A faculty to remove the lead spirelet on the Tower, replace with a flat leaden roof, 
provide a flagstaff and lightning conductor. Total cost £174. To install Bottogas 
removing the present oil lamps, £53. (Four of these went to Birchwood.) 

1938 –  Mr. Jim Every appointed Verger – strangely no relation to the “Post Office family”. 

The war years came and went - Buckland “did its bit” what memories of Home Guard, 
Civil Defence, Digging for Victory, Polish Airmen, National Savings (Salute the Soldier!) – these 
could make a book alone. 

1950 – 1963, the Rev. W.H. Simons; and glancing through P.C.C. Minutes of these years we note 
that no history of our Church would be complete without mentioning the work of the Rev. P.C. 
Shore, a retired priest living at Birchwood House, whose services were great in the various absences 
of the Rector. 

1958 –  A notice received from the Bishop stating that Michael Francis Buller, of Downes, 
Crediton, a Captain in her Majesty’s Army, and Eric Tremayne Buller Leybourne 
Popham, of Robin Hood House, Little Gaddesden, Herts, a Major in Her 
Majesty’s Army, intend to transfer the Advowson or Perpetual Right of 
Presentation of and to the Benefice of Buckland St. Mary to the Bath & Wells 
Diocesan Board of Patronage, by way of gift. 

1963 –  At last estimates are accepted for heating and lighting the church by electricity – 
£485 and £270 respectively. (It must be remembered that it was only about this 
time that electricity became generally available in Buckland – many of the houses 
relying on various types of generators until now.) Considerable difficulty and extra 
expenses followed, and it was not until the end of 1964 that the heaters were 
working. 

1964 –  Induction of the Reverend A.R. Colledge in January. 

1966 –  Faced with finding over £2,000 to restore the Tower, and unable to ring the bells 
until this was done, Buckland rose to the occasion. The usual money raising events 
were run, culminating in 2Buckland Week” in May 1968. There was something on 
every day, with the famous grand finale on the Saturday – our Auction, organised 
by local farmers, which brought in about £700. We could then accept the estimate 
of Messrs. W.S. Stansell (£2,658) and the bells pealed triumphantly on Easter 
Sunday, 1969. 

Here we must mention our present Ringers – a very faithful band: – Mr. H. Spiller 
(Tower Master, taking over from Mr. A. Hooper in 1957), Messrs. W. Board, J. 
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Every, W. Jeffery, D. Hounsell, C. Jenner, and two apprentices, Messrs. Tony 
Board and Keith Every. 

1969 –  It was in this year, too, that the Churchyard was levelled, and a dead tree felled – all 
done voluntarily. 

1972 –  This was organ re-building year, and due to an electric blower being installed this 
meant the last of a long list of organ blowers – the last of all Mr. Alan Hounsell, 
who served so well for many years. 

During the last ten years the main gifts to the Church include carpeting, new Altar Rails 
and kneeler (Birchwood), the Churchyard Mower – and our pride and joy, the beautiful Festal 
Altar Frontal which converts to Lenten array. 

 Incumbent Patron 
1318. Richard Molyne. Margaret de Meriet. 
1328. Roger de Acton Burnel. 

Peter Whyte. 
“ 

1349. Black Death began in Somerset – names 
omitted. 

 

1408. John Lemyngton. Ed. Duke of York for Wm. Bonneville 
(Minor). 

1414. John Bosham. Wm. Boneville. 
1415. John Taylour. “ 
1424. John Alampton. “ 
1425. William Lane. “ 
1429. Thomas Warre. “ 
1434. John Kech. “ 
1440. John Sloge. “ 
1477. William Pichel. 

Walter Cock. 
Thos. Marquis of Dorset. 

1545. John Webbe. Henry Marquis of Dorset. 
1554. Bernard Edward. 

Richard Bettie. 
Frances, Duchess of Suffolk. 

1579. John Bowbeare. The Bishop. 
1600. “ Queen Elizabeth. 
1636. Wm. Piere. The Bishop. 

Frances Popham. 
1661. Francis Hathway. Alex Popham. 
1667. Joseph Barker. Exrs. of F. Popham. 
1723. Edmund Hemming. Francis Popham. 
1732. Henry Gapper. “ 
1764. Edward Cooper. Edward Popham. 
1782. George Popham. Dorothy Cooper. 
1784. John Thomas. “ 
1788. John Templeman. “ 
1830. John Edwin Lance. Ed. W. Leybourne-Popham. 
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1885. William Henry Lance. Francis W. Leybourne-Popham. 
1904. Arthur Porcher Lance. Trustees of F.W. Leybourne-Popham. 
1926. Gerald G. Hickman. “ 
1931. J.A. Molony. “ 
1934. John H.H. Doorbar. “ 
1950. W.H. Simmon. 1958 – Diocesan Board of Patronage. 
1964. A.R. Colledge. “ 
 

For information which has been used herein we are greatly indebted to: – 

County Records Office. 
Somerset Archaelogical and Natural History Society. 
Taunton Public Library. 
Taunton Local History Museum.  
Chard Public Library. 
Chard and Ilminster News.  
The British Library. 
The Bath & Wells Diocesan Board of Finance. 
The Church Commissioners.  
The Public Record Office.  
The National Society. 
Messrs. Courage (Western) Ltd. 

and to the many helpful people of the Parish of BUCKLAND ST. MARY, for whom this little 
book is made. We should be most grateful for any further details which might be used at a future 
date. 

J.A. HIND      J.M. COLLEDGE 

MAY 1974 
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