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EDITORIAL 
Welcome to the December CBO Newsletter and to the end of our 
first year as your editors. It does not seem that long ago that we 
were wondering how we would get our first edition out in January 
and it feels much the same twelve months later. However, we need 
not worry about lack of material and yet again, thanks to you, we 
have more submissions than our 64 pages will allow. 
Writing this editorial towards the end of November we suddenly ap-
pear to be having some sunny days and respite from the rain – a 
little late but nevertheless welcome as the nights continue to draw 
in and the temperature drops. Christmas of course is a time for giv-
ing and sharing and remembering old and new friends. There are 
plenty of events and opportunities to celebrate with your neighbours 
throughout the Newsletter. Also, December is traditionally a time for 
reflecting on the year that is passing, both the good and the bad. Of 
course, you would have to be in solitary isolation somewhere not to 
see the preparations for the festive season. Surprisingly, perhaps, 
mince pies only get four mentions this month but are found else-
where masquerading as ‘seasonal bites’ and ‘refreshments’. At least 
Penny gives us a break from mincemeat and plum puddings with a 
very welcome recipe for Tarte Tatin. 
Now, a reminder to you all: in the Pink Pages you will find subscrip-
tion renewal forms – we, of course, hope you will be resubscribing 
and maybe can even persuade someone else to take out a subscrip-
tion to the area’s essential publication.  

The holly in the windy hedge  
And round the Manor House the yew 
Will soon be stripped to deck the ledge, 
The altar, font and arch and pew, 
So that villagers can say 
‘The Church looks nice’ on Christmas Day. 

(John Betjeman) 
Finally, our very best wishes to all our readers, have a peaceful 
Christmas and, we hope, a good New Year. See you in 2009. 

David Bleloch & Jon Mayled  

While the editors welcome material for publication in the ‘CBO News’, they do not guarantee that any item will be included or will 
appear in a particular edition.  They reserve the right to edit or shorten any items which are used.  Publication is in good faith and 
does not imply accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed. 

 

DEADLINE DATE 

Edition Closing date 
January Wed 10 December 
February Fri 16 January 
March Fri 13 February 
April Fri 13 March 
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GRAHAM’S  

GARDENING SERVICES 
 hedge cutting - mowing - strimming 

and general garden maintenance 
sheds and fences painted 

competitive rates 
call:  

01460 57531 evenings (after 8pm) 
or 

07941 196989/07904 178325 anytime. 
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THINKING ALOUD … 
 

Thoughts from the Blackdown Benefice Churches 
www.blackdown.org.uk 
Whatever your take on the American presidential 
election – total indifference, or as a distant sup-
porter of either the Obama/Biden or McCain/Palin 
ticket, we are all aware that something new and 
momentous has happened on the other side of the Atlantic. Presi-
dent-elect Barack Obama is a politician whose like we have not seen 
in a long while. He is also to be the first black president of the Unit-
ed States, something which would have been considered impossible 
until a few years ago because of racial prejudice. 
So, what has made this change of heart possible for the American 
people? I would argue that one of the big factors in this shift of per-
ception has been through film and television. 
The first time a black man was portrayed as president was the 1972 
film The Man, starring James Earl Jones as Douglass Dilman. In 
those days, a black man could only become president by a series of 
improbable deaths which make Kind Hearts and Coronets look real-
istic. Dilman was a man of integrity thrust into the spotlight and 
growing into the job. The film raised little interest. 
In more recent times, we have seen black presidents played by the 
kind and beneficent Morgan Freeman in Deep Impact, and by the 
tough and decent Dennis Haysbert of 24 playing David Palmer. Fi-
nally, in the last two series of television’s West Wing we have seen 
art preceding life as Hispanic American Matt Santos (Jimmy Smits) – 
a character based on Obama himself  - makes a successful run for 
the White House. 
Slowly, our perceptions have been changed by 'seeing' what is not 
yet true. We have learnt to think differently and our mental map of 
the world has been changed. There is, of course, another set of sto-
ries which tells of a world which does not yet exist – the stories of 
the Bible. Stories which look forward to justice, to a world without 
poverty, or hunger, or war. Maybe, this Christmas, we need to 
spend more time with those stories, and let our vision of what is 
possible be changed – changed for the better. 

Sue 
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CHURCH SERVICES – December – 2008 
  
7 December 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Advent 2 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
 1830 Pitminster Service of Light, with Choir 
 
14 December 0800 Corfe Holy Communion (BCP) 
Advent 3 1030 Churchstanton Morning Worship (CW) 
 1030 Otterford Family Service 
 1030 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW) 
 1500 Birchwood Carol Service 
 1700 Churchstanton Christingle Service, in Village Hall 
 1830 Corfe Compline (CW) 
 
18 December 1830 Buckland St Mary Carol Service with the School 
Thursday 
 
21 December 0830 Pitminster Holy Communion (BCP) 
Advent 4 1030 Corfe Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Morning Worship (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (CW) (Sunday School) 
 1800 Corfe Carol Service 
 1900 Churchstanton Carol Service 
 1830 Otterford Compline (CW) 
 
24 December 1600 Otterford Crib Service 
Christmas Eve 1700 Pitminster Nativity Service 
 2330 Buckland St Mary Midnight Holy Communion 
 2330 Pitminster Midnight Holy Communion 
 
25 December 0830 Pitminster Holy Communion (BCP) 
Christmas Day 1030 Corfe Family Service and Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion 
 
28 December 1030 Otterford United Family Holy Communion (CW) 
Holy Innocents 
 
4 January 2009 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Christmas 2 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
   
Readers and Sidesmen for Buckland St Mary and Birchwood 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
7 Dec 0830 Vicki Bell 2 Peter 3:8-15a Gordon Board 
  Jean Watkis Mark 1:1-8 Ann Hales 
14 Dec 1500 To be notified personally Mike Fortune 
21 Dec  1100 Bill Butt Romans 16:25-end Ian Cumming 
  Roy Harkness Luke 1:26-38 William Kennard 
24 Dec 2330 William Kennard Hebrews 1:1-4 Ian Cumming 
  Del Wiggins John 1.1-14 Gordon Board 
4 Jan 0830 Pam Hull Ephesians 1:3-14  
  Jean Hine John 1:10-18  
Readers for Otterford 
  Readers 
14 Dec 1030 David Ruthven Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-end  
  Claire Bleloch John 1:6-8, 19-28  
28 Dec 1030 Richard Morgan Jeremiah 31:15-17  
  Adam Green Matthew 2.13-18  
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SERVICES AT BISHOPSWOOD CHAPEL 
Family Worship     
 10.30 am - 11.15 am  
Refreshments     
 11.15 am onwards 
Communion + Evening Service    6.30 pm - 7.45 
pm 

Readers and Sidesmen for Churchstanton 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
7 Dec 1030 Bill Morris Isaiah 40:1-11 Sandra Aldworth 
  Joyce Lockyer Mark 1:1-8 
14 Dec 1030 Daphne Morris Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-end Stephen Higgs 
  Charlotte Gill John 1:6-8, 19-28  
25 Dec 1030 Gill Dennis Isaiah 52:7-10 Shirley Hooper 
  Sandra Aldworth John 1.1-14  
4 Jan 1030 David Dobinson Jeremiah 31:7-14 Claudia Gill 
  Christine Bradbeer John 1:10-18 
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BISHOPSWOOD LADIES 
Cindy Beaumont, newly returned from her trip to Aus-
tralia, welcomed members to the November meeting, 
which commenced with reports from our special interest 
groups.   

The Ramblers enjoyed a six mile walk through and around Cricket St 
Thomas park, which rewarded them with lovely views, on a fine but 
windy day. This group has expanded recently, and every month sees 
ten or more walkers out.  
The skittlers continued their winning run and won by a large margin 
over Smeatharpe, and by five pins over Ilminster WI.   
The Bells already have five bookings for Christmas and are busy 
practising their repertoire of carols. 
Both the Howley Inn and Monkton Court have been suggested as 
venues for the annual dinner, due to good reports of both. 
Most members will be going on the outing to Spillers of Chard in De-
cember, and car sharing was suggested for the visit.  
Our speaker, Mrs Jean Field, then shared with us her great enthusi-
asm for alpacas, an animal which is a pleasure to own, and the 

Oddjobs 
General Household/ Building Repairs 

Plumbing – Heating – Electrical Repairs 
Eg Dripping Taps, Radiator Repairs/Replacement 

Defective Sockets, Power Shower Repairs/
Renewals 

 

Outside Maintenance, Gardening/Fencing. 
Many other tasks undertaken 

No Job Too Small 
Call Edward: Action Line 01460 234339 

No VAT charged on Labour Costs 
Public Liability Cover 
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fleece of which is a pleasure to wear. Alpacas are natives of the An-
des and related to llamas.  Mrs Field brought along many samples of 
alpaca fleece, which is delightfully soft. It is a hollow fibre, warm in 
winter and cool in summer, and very durable. Because alpacas come 
from very dry areas their fleece contains no lanolin and thus does 
not cause the allergies associated with wool. Unfortunately the cost 
of shearing is considerably more than the price of the resulting 
fleece, so keeping alpacas can only be a hobby. 
The evening ended with the usual chat over copious tasty refresh-
ments  provided by Dene Manning, Suzette Webber and Anne Robin-
son. 

 

Blackdown 
Property maintenance 

 

Repairs to houses/sheds/guttering 
Patio laying/drain clearing 
Basic plumbing and electrics 

small building works 
Tiled and laminate flooring 

Stables (partitioning & maintenance) 
Field Shelters & poultry houses built 

Land/garden maintenance  
including fence repairs 

Also 
Plans etc. drawn up for 

consent/approval 
 

Ring/fax: David Lowe 
01823 601048 / 07855346843 

There is a meeting of the Blackdown Hills AONB management group 
at the Half Moon Inn at Clayhidon on Thursday 11 December at 
10am. Members of the public are welcome to attend and observe. 
For more information, please contact jackie.vaughan@devon.gov.uk 
or call 01823 680682. 
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Technical takedowns 
Crown reductions/ crown lifting 
Pruning and dead wooding 
Tree planting 
Hedge trimming / hedge laying 
Emergency work / 24 hour callout 
NPTC qualified 
FOR SALE Woodchip Mulch 

For free quotations and professional advice 
Please contact Paul Durman: 

Tel: 01823 353302    Mob: 07815 146343 
Email: ashculmetreesurgeons@yahoo.co.uk 

 

SARAH HAWKER 
BSc (Hons.) M.Ch.S.S.R.Ch 

 

REGISTERED PODIATRIST 
 

 Gait Analysis 
 Corrective Foot Care 
 Routine Chiropody 

 
Please ring to make an appointment. 
Available evenings and weekends. 

 
Telephone: Hemyock on 

01823 680713 
or 

Clinic Mobile: 07772 914541 

 



9 

Friends of Churchstanton 
School 

After a lull in the summer, the last couple of 
months have been very busy for us. 
In October we held a race night in Churchinford Village hall. A great 
time was had by all who attended and our thanks must go to the 
local businesses that sponsored the races – many of whom advertise 
in the CBO News. The generous contributions of Peter Radice, All 
Day aerials, David Bridewell Computers, Colvin and Pam Parry, Pete 
Grainger Countryside Management, Scott Nelmes Photography and 
Framing, Otter Brewery and Jacqui Rees Farm Deli meant that the 
evening’s costs were covered before racing began. 
Not to rest for a moment, we have also been planning our Christmas 
Gift Fayre to include the appearance in Churchinford of one Father 
Christmas and a high quality range of gifts and stocking fillers for 
Christmas. 
But it’s not all about the removing of money from people’s pockets. 
Oh no! We have arranged for the whole school to go to the 
Brewhouse to see The Jungle Book, including an exciting behind the 
scenes autograph session. We felt it was really nice for the Friends 
to pay for something which the whole school could enjoy together. 
In December we have a Christmas get together at the very end of 
term with raffle and refreshments. If he’s not too busy then FC will 
be putting in another appearance. And why not? We really have 
been very good little bunnies at Churchstanton this year! 
Thank you to everyone who has supported our fundraising efforts 
during 2008 and we look forward to tempting you with more in 2009 

Jan Cunningham, Claire Bleloch, Lottie Francis, Julia Hamilton, Scott Nelmes 

SEWING MACHINE SERVICING                                   TELEPHONE  - 01823 601465 
DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL                                                           or  01823 601347 
 

IAN HOOPER 
SOUTH WEST REGIONAL SERVICE CENTRE 

 
COME TO THE REAL EXPERTS 

 
ALL MAKES REPAIRED                                                        FULL GUARANTEES 
FREE ESTIMATES                                                                          PROMPT SERVICE 
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Friendly reliable service covering: 
 

 Buildings – Agricultural, Equestrian, Stable 
Blocks, Garden Sheds etc.  

 Fencing – Residential and Agricultural 
 Landscaping – Garden walling, Patios, 
      Decking etc. 
 Hedge Laying, Scrub Clearance, Drainage 
 Lakes, Ponds and Water features 
 

   A wide range of  
   household maintenance 
 

For free estimates contact: 
Russ:  07815 059823 
Billy:  07971 582320 
Tel / Fax: 01823 602711 
Email:  everreadyltd@tiscali.co.uk  

No job is too big or small 

Inside or Out! 
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OTTERFORD  
PARISH COUNCIL 

The November meeting of Otterford Parish Council, 
was held in the Parish Hall, Bishopswood, on Tues-

day 11th November 2008. There were four Councillors, one Police 
Constable, five parishioners and the Clerk in attendance. 
The major item of interest was a Planning Application to provide six 
permanent short stay sites for gypsies alongside the existing 
gypsy site at Culmhead.  This application is to replace the temporary 
permission for six sites which expires on the 18th November this 
year.  The Council and the parishioners present were horrified by the 
high concentration of permanent building works projected on this 
sensitive site, which is of course in the middle of an AONB and in a 
very conspicuous location. The proposals include the removal of 
some ninety feet of established hedgerow, large locking gates to the 
site and six separate bath and utility buildings – one for each indi-
vidual site. Over the past year a further three temporary sites have 
been approved alongside the existing main gypsy site (at the oppo-
site end to this current application). If granted, this latest applica-
tion will give a total of twenty three separate sites – each of which is 
envisaged to consist of two mobile homes and two motor vehicles. 

Garden Design 

 

Green Leaves 
Home: 01404881539 
Mob:  07812045805 

E-mail:  
Sue Betteridge 

All aspects of garden maintenance,  
Hedging, Mowing, Pruning, Clearance 
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Such development would provide a ludicrous imbalance of popula-
tion in the area of Culmhead. The Council decided to engage the 
services of a professional Planning Consultant to assist it in its ef-
forts to have this application refused. If any of you feel similarly 
strongly about the proposals, please write with all haste to Mrs J 
Moore,  Development Management, The Deane House, Belvedere 
Road, Taunton TA1 1HE, or by e-mail to 
j.moore@tauntondeane.gov.uk quoting reference number 
29/2008/015. Further information can be found on TDBC’s web site: 
www.tauntondeane.gov.uk. 
PC Maria Jennings had come to the meeting to ask for the PC’s sup-
port in organising and supporting the new ‘Police and Communities 
Together’ initiative (PACT). This envisages regular quarterly meet-
ings between the Police, the Parish Councils and the Community to 
address some of the problems that are being faced in the outlying 
parishes of Taunton Deane. The Police would like each parish to 
bring one topic for discussion to each of the meetings. The Council 
felt that this initiative could prove valuable. Several topics were sug-
gested at the meeting – traffic speeds on our highways, damage to 
the verges by large vehicles, inconsiderate parking alongside prop-
erty, whether or not the ‘blanket’ 50mph speed limit on the A303 
towards Honiton is really necessary etc. The Council will shortly be 
deciding which topic to put forward for the February PACT meeting – 
do YOU have any suggestions? It doesn’t have to be confined to 
strictly Police matters. 
The Council learned that the OLP Bank Account has now been closed 
and the monies returned to this Parish Council. This is because the 
Parish Council has taken the OLP finances back entirely under its 
wing – no one else seemed to want to take responsibility for them. 
Heathfield Garden Services has been given the contract for the cut-
ting and care of the grass in the OLP field for next year. The Coun-
cillors were unanimous in their congratulations to the company for 
the high quality of the work carried out during this past summer.  
Many parishioners have commented on how neat and tidy it has 

GRAHAM ROBOTHAM 
 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

FLOOR & WALL TILING 
BLOCK & STONE WALLING 

PATIOS, PONDS & WATER FEATURES 
GARDENING & MAINTENANCE 
HOUSEHOLD MAINTENANCE 

 

FOR A FRIENDLY, RELIABLE SERVICE, CALL GRAHAM ON 
HOME:- 01823 602729 

MOBILE:- 07881 578937 
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been and I am assured that, as a result, more children than ever 
have played there. Whilst on an almost agricultural note, the Council 
also thanked Councillor Wright for organizing the hedge cutting 
around the perimeter of the OLP Field. 
The Council expressed its regret at the demise of the proposed 
Community Shop in Churchinford. 
Dismay was expressed at the suggestion from Central Government  
that the rules governing the dispensing of medicines are likely to be 
changed and that these changes will be to the detriment of rural 
communities. The Clerk was asked to write and register the Coun-
cil’s opposition to the proposals.  Any parishioner may register his or 
her opposition too by writing to; 
Gillian Farnfield, MPI – Community Policy, 4th Floor, Skipton House, 
80 London Road, SE1 6LH,  or e-mailing PWPCONS@dh.gsi.gov.uk 
The suggested wording of support is – 
 “I am in favour of Option One – keeping things as they are, as the 
answer to Question 25 in Chapter 4 of the consultation document” 
Following a large amount of ‘noted’ correspondence this lengthy 
meeting was brought to a close at approximately 21.30. 
The next scheduled meeting of the Parish Council will be on Tuesday 

 

JOHN BOYS 

 

ELECTRICAL 
& 

PLUMBING 
SERVICES 

 

ALL TYPES OF 
INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN 

 

“The Retreat” 
Brimley Hill 

Churchstanton TA3 7QH 
 

Home  – 01823 601146 
   Mobile – 07596 106071  
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9th December at the usual time and in the usual place – there may 
well be some refreshment (it’s nearly Christmas!), why not join us? 

Barbara Simpson 
Clerk to Otterford Parish Council 

CHURCHINFORD PRE-SCHOOL AND 
DAYCARE 

We are proud to offer: 
 

 
 

Caring and experienced staff 
Bright and inviting premises 
Happy, lively environment 

Large secure outside play area 
Flexible sessions 

We are open 9-3 daily during term time for 2 year olds and above 
For our prospectus, please telephone: 

Lesley on 01823 601309 or 07815 440757 or visit us at the rear of Church-
inford Village Hall. 

www.churchinfordchildcare.co.uk 

Churchinford Preschool  
The children at Churchinford Preschool would like to 
say a huge thank you to Eamonn Leniston, our com-
munity support officer who came to visit them. They 
especially enjoyed exploring his police car. We have 

been learning all about road safety using a great pack called 'Brum's 
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little learners'. 
This half term our topic is light and dark and we are going to be 
making all sorts of weird and wonderful things using CDs, torches 
and boxes etc. Keep your fingers crossed as we're hoping to make a 
volcano [yes it's going to erupt!]. 
We are looking forward to a visit to Hollybank House soon, where we 
can show off our carol singing talents. 
Raffle tickets for our Luxury Christmas Hamper are now on sale… 
you have to be in it to win it! 
We also welcome Carla to our group, as our newest member of staff. 

Lesley 

Carols under the stars  
in the Blackdown Hills 

The whole family can get in the Christmas spirit by 
singing carols under the night sky at a special free 

event at Castle Neroche in December. 
The outdoor sing-song will gather round a bonfire at the ancient site at 7pm on 
Thursday 11 December. The voices of the Blackdown Community Choir will 
lead everyone through all the Christmas favourites, while Bickenhall WI will 
provide delicious mince pies. 
People are encouraged wrap up warm and bring lanterns and torches for a 
magical evening.  
Carols Under the Stars is organised by The Blackdown Hills AONB and the 
Neroche Scheme as part of the Countryside Events programme. To find out 
more about the arrangements and to book a place, call 01823 680682. 

Colin Layzell, Furniture & Joinery 
 

Makers of Furniture & Kitchens, 
Specialist Joinery for Listed & Period Buildings, 
Quality Joinery suppliers to the Building trade, 

 

Telephone: 01404 891815. WWW.colinlayzell.co.uk 
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Mark Farmer 
for 

LOCAL PURPOSE-MADE 
HIGH QUALITY 

JOINERY 
 

…..Windows, doors 
 fitted wardrobes etc. 

 

Ullcombe Joinery 
Telephone: 01404 861421 

After 6.00p.m. 
 

when you can’t buy it  
“off the shelf” 

 

Listed properties a speciality 
 

ULLCOMBE JOINERY 

 
AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 

 
Based in the Blackdown Hills 

 
House and Farm Clearance 

 
Individual or Collective items 

Purchased 
 

Entries for our regular auctions 
welcomed 

 
Mac Davison or Richard Pitcher on 

01460 234793 or 07754 754629 
www.davisonpitcher.co.uk 

 

DAVISON PITCHER 
& ASSOCIATES LTD 

dp 
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RAINFALL REPORT October 2008 
Buckland St Mary reporting Station 

Another mixed month. October proved to be a month of 
three parts – it started with several days of rain then 
we had a few days dry before fog and mist on the 11th 
and 12th. On the 20th, we had 16.9 mm (0.67 ins.) of 
rain before the first frost on the 22nd. Strong cold 
winds then ensued. On the 29th we had the wettest 

day of the year. With the ground now saturated, there was some 
localised flooding. 
Total rainfall for October was 125.1 mm (4.93 ins.) The wettest day 
was the 29th with 37.5 mm (1.48 ins.; 29.98% of the total), fol-
lowed by the 6th with 17.3 mm (0.68 ins.; 13.83%), followed by the 
20th with 16.9 mm (0.67 ins.; 13.51%). The wettest period was the 
25th/29th with 49.2 mm (1.94 ins.; 39.33% of the total) followed 
by the 1st/7th with 43.0 mm (1.69 ins.; 34.37%). 

1999: 91.6 mm (3.61 ins.) 
2000: 212.0 mm (8.35 ins.) 
2001: 180.7 mm (7.11 ins.) 

2002: 217.0 mm (8.54 ins.) 
2003: 71.1 mm (2.80ins.) 
2004: 197.8 mm (7.79 ins.) 

2005: 170.2 mm (6.70 ins.) 
2006: 197.6 mm (7.76 ins.) 
2007: 52.4 mm (2.06 ins.) 

View from the Chair 
So, you're stuck with me for another year! The best 
thing about the SGM and committee meetings in gen-
eral is meeting new people and getting fresh ideas 
both for fundraising and for the setting as a whole. 

My strengths lie in making the space function well for our children 
and staff and I can shuffle paperwork well enough, but I’m fairly 
hopeless at generating ideas for fundraising and fêtes. This year’s 
AGM provided a wealth of ideas and enthusiasm for which I am eter-
nally grateful. 
Thanks also to Lee Gibbs who has built a fine ramp up to the front 
door and to Helen for our new Hoover.  
Bag2school was awesome this time with £141 raised, thank you 
soooo much especially as we need to replace some well loved toys. 
This months ‘WANTED PLEASE’ list is for: a toy cooker/kitchen unit 
suitable for outdoor use, a toy fold up pushchair, a toy fort, farm or 
garage and some sticklebricks… thank you 
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Quality Bespoke Joinery 

 
From bookcase to staircase 

 
For Free Estimates Contact 

 
Richard Bradbeer 
07969229909 

Unit 36a Fox Moor Nurseries Haywards Lane 
Wellington Somerset TA21 9PH 

Yarcombe & District YFC 
Last time around I was able to report on a very busy 
September… Well, the pace doesn’t seem to be slow-
ing yet! In between dragging the maize (and mud!) 
out of the fields, we’ve been very busy at Yarcombe 
YFC. 

12th October saw our Dairy Heifer and Young Beef show hosted by 
the Broom family, with an excellent turnout of Belgian Blue beef 
calves and pristinely presented dairy heifers, the judging panel of 
local experts certainly had something to think about. Awards were 
given for the best presented animals, best first time exhibitors and 
best in junior & senior age categories, but the headlines were 
grabbed by Tom Aplin (overall best dairy heifer) and Samuel Dyer 
(overall best beef calf). Well done chaps! 
19th October it was time to dust off the hockey sticks and whack 
some shins in the County hockey tournament. Yarcombe YFC man-
aged an excellent 2nd place in their group, narrowly missing out on 
the finals. 
22nd October brought the East Devon Group Junior Public Speaking 
competition, with speeches including the history of the Massey Fer-
guson! This new team more than held their own against an experi-
enced field so we’re expecting great things in the future.  
28th October brought the Senior East Devon Group debating compe-
tition held at Cotleigh Village Hall with hot topics such as Global 
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Community Shop 
As readers of the CBO News will know, Church-
inford Village Stores has recently been taken over 
by new management. The result of this news is that 
the Community Shop project can no longer go 
ahead. 

The project was far advanced.  By the end of September all the 
grant providers had indicated their whole-hearted willingness to sup-
port the project; the Community Interest Company (who would have 
owned and operated the shop) had been registered and the planning 
application for converting the barn had been made and permission 
was expected shortly. 
I would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank my fellow 
committee members and those members of the community who 
have supported us with their time during the recent months, and 
their pledges of money and support in the future. Through the time 
which they gave (in total over 400 hours), and in some cases paying 
from their own pockets for some of the preliminary work, this pro-
ject became possible. 

My thanks to you all. 
Richard Badman, Chairman 

Churchinford Community Shop Committee  

Warming and the Credit Crunch. Yarcombe YFC achieved 2nd place. 
On Friday 31st October Yarcombe YFC held its (in)famous Wine & 
Wisdom with around 30 teams entering on a chilly evening at 
Yarcombe Hall.  Once again this was a great success, special thanks 
go to Jonathan & Pam Rich for preparing the questions. 
Diary Date—6th December, Whist Drive at the Manor Rooms, Upot-
tery.           Alex Stevens, Press Secretary 
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For more information pop into your local Age Concern at: 

Motor Insurance & Breakdown 

People over 50 
trust Age Concern 

products & services 

Home Insurance Travel Insurance 

Funeral Planning 

Gas & Electricity Supplies 

Age Concern Somerset 
The Market House 

Fore Street 
Taunton, TA1 1JD 

Open Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm 

01823 423496 
 

Please quote ref:ALL700 
Age Concern Enterprises Ltd. (ACEnt) is  
authorised and regulated by the Financial  
Services Authority. If you contact an Age  
Concern office, you will be dealing with an  
Appointed Representative of ACEnt. 

A46V3DEC05-MC213 
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Buckland St Mary  
Church of England  

Primary School 
www.bsmprimaryschool.co.uk 
01460 234251 
What a busy half term we have 

just had at Buckland St Mary Primary School, with just as busy half 
term leading us to the Christmas holidays. 
Ash Class, comprising of reception children and years one and two, 
have all settled in well to the term.  They have all participated in the 
annual harvest festival, with large colourful painted fruit and vegeta-
bles, as well as joining in all of the songs.  The reception children 
continue with their weekly welly walks around the lanes and fields of 
the village with the Pre School children, often exploring the woods 
and gardens of Buckland House. 
Oak Class, years three and four, have been busy exploring the fruits 
of the harvest and following the growth of a field of corn planted last 
autumn, to it being harvested and milled into flour. The children 
then had the hands on experience of making lovely things to eat out 
of the flour, using all local produce and giving each dish that they 
made its own passport with food miles. 
Years five and six of Beech Class had a fantastic and exciting week 
away at Barton Hall PGL activity centre.  All the children worked had 
together all week, climbing, building and supporting each other 
when the going got tough. Their co-operation and sense of compas-
sion for each other helped them all to overcome each task as they 
tackled it, from jumping off of a forty five foot pole to grab a tra-
peze, abseiling, the zip wire and raft building to name but a few.   
The annual harvest celebration took place at the beginning of Octo-
ber.  The message of the celebration was that we must be grateful 
for all that we have, and to remember those who have less than 
ourselves. 
The most memorable part of the afternoon was of the whole school 
singing with such passion and enthusiasm, “In My Trolley” and “The 
Big Red Combine Harvester”. 
Looking forward towards Christmas, the football teams have some 
fixtures lined up, Let’s Get Cooking will have had their winter warm-
er lunch and the building work should have been completed, not for-
getting the Christmas party on the last day of term. 
May we invite you all to attend our Christmas Carol service on the 
18th December at 6:30pm in the Church.  We look forward to seeing 
you there.   
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Jo Salter  
Buckland St Mary Primary School Community Governor 

SMEATHARPE W.I. 
The newly elected President, Gill Dennis, opened the No-
vember meeting by thanking the retiring President, Pam 
Parry for all her hard work over the past years and pre-
sented her with a gift from the members as a token of 
their appreciation. Several visitors were welcomed and 
the meeting was reminded that from next January £2 

would be the charge for each visitor. 
Jenny Grabham, the Secretary, read out the minutes for the last 
meeting and listed the names and responsibilities of the new com-
mittee members. The Big Breakfast and the Group Meeting were 
both outstanding successes and the participants were thanked by 
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the President.  The Treasurer, Pernelle Rowe summarized the Finan-
cial Statement, which included many incomings and outgoings due 
to end of year expenses and membership fees. The Art and Craft 
group were asked to consider a suitable project for some surplus 
money that was still available. The Assistant Secretary, Gloria Dob-
inson reminded everyone that details of events arranged by Devon 
Federation W.I. could be found in a folder prepared by her. Ann 
Salmon, the Outings Organizer, informed the members of several 
interesting musical events that were happening locally and also re-
minded everyone that they would be very welcome at Churchinford 
Garden Club’s Christmas Party. The Shoe Box Appeal was well under 
way, with over 80 boxes already filled with gifts for children in East-
ern European countries and as the local organizer Ann Salmon 
thanked those who had contributed items and money. Two other 
fund raising events were mentioned by Pernell Rowe: the 
Churchstanton School Bazaar on 29 November and the Christmas 
Market in Churchinford Village Hall from 7pm to 9pm on 22 Decem-
ber. 
A Magistrate from the Local Justices Area, Mr. V. Macey, gave an 
informative talk on his life as a policeman in central London and a 
Magistrate in Somerset. He outlined the local justice system from 
arrest to sentencing and gave his opinion on the future of law en-
forcement.  He was thanked by Claudia Gill. 

  

Applications For Planning 

Scale Drawings 
 

Personal and Professional                  
Service 

 

Call Katy on: 01823 601359 

 
 

e-mail:  
kjpartridge@btinternet.com 

Stephen D Sparks         Steven P Dodge 
Specialising in Extensions and 
Renovations 
Carpentry and Joinery 
Alterations and Conversions 
Roofing and Loft Conversions 
Replacement Windows and 
Conservatories 

     Free Estimates  
      All work guaranteed   

30yrs experience 
Middle Willand Farm 
Churchstanton 
TAUNTON 
Somerset TA3 7RL 
Tel: 01823 601219 
Mobile: 07778 743698/ 
              07786217911 
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The competition was won by Anne Nicholls with the most words 
made out of ‘Magistrate’, and the Flower of the Month by Sue Little’s 
pink rose. Anne Nicholls was presented with the ‘Stella Cup’ for  win-
ning the monthly competition the most number of times during the 
past year, with Fleur Layzell coming Second and Meg Sparks and 
Elizabeth Badman tying for Third place. 
The December gathering of Smeatharpe W.I. will take the form of a 
Christmas meal at a local hotel, so the next proper meeting will be 
on 8 January 2009 in Smeatharpe Village Hall at 7.30pm when all 
will be very welcome. 

 

     TEL: 01460 62140 (EVENINGS) OR MOBILE: 07887 572908  

    W INDOW S AND DOORS MADE & FITTED 
KITCHENS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
TIMBER & LAMINATE FLOORS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
W ARDROBES BUILT & FITTED 
ALTERATIONS/REPAIRS “NO JOB TOO SMALL” 
LISTED BUILDING JOINERY W ORK 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY by LANCE WALLIS  

 
FREE ESTIMATES  

&  
ADVICE 

BLACKDOWN HILLS  
MUSIC GROUP 

We are planning to start an orchestra in January but 
not like one you’ve ever known before!  This will be for 

any age or stage of player, never mind if you haven’t got 
out that flute or recorder for years & years or if you can only 

play four notes – we will arrange the music to suit your ability (or 
lack!!).  We want this to be fun so root around in the attic or cup-
board for your old instruments or let us know what you need so we 
can try & get hold of it for you. 
Pass the word around to all your friends & family & give us a ring as 
soon as possible so we can get started & banish those winter blues! 

Jane Garlick  
01460 234221 
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CHARTERED SURVEYORS AND 
ESTATE AGENTS  

Specialising in country and equestrian properties 

If you are thinking of selling and are seeking 
 

Personal service – over 30 years’ experience 
Access to the best buyers worldwide 

with the help of our London office and the internet 
  

you should consult 

PETER RADICE FRICS 
at Churchstanton on 01823 602985 

Mobile: 07813 010151   Email: info@peterradice.co.uk 
website: www.peterradice.co.uk   London Office:  20 Berkeley Street, Berkeley Square  

      
      RUTH & NICK STRANGE 

Telephone: 01823 601565 
Email: beechhayes@aol.com 

HOME OF THE BLACKDOWN BANGER. 
GLOUCESTER OLD SPOT PORK. 

NATIVE BREED GRASS FED BEEF. 
HOME BRED, GRASS FED LAMB & MUTTON. 

FREE RANGE HEN, DUCK & GOOSE EGGS. 
CHRISTMAS POULTRY IN SEASON. 

See us in Churchinford Village Market on the first Saturday 
in every month & Churchinford ‘Square’ on all other 

Saturday mornings. 
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Hollybank House 
In addition to the usual array of activities 
going on at Hollybank, the residents got 
an extra treat in October as we headed 
out to the Ferne Animal Sanctuary in 
Chard.  With a glorious amount of sun-
shine in place, the day proved to be a 
great success as the residents got to 
wander along their nature trail and meet 
with a whole variety of farm animals. 
Our open day on Saturday 25th October 
also proved to be a great success, especially with Sharandys Birds 
Of Prey booked in.  This gave visitors the opportunity to try having 
one of the birds perched on their arms.  Other activities including a 
raffle were also set up to help make the day a fun one for all.  With 
the Churchinford General Store now staying open, proceeds from 
the day are now being donated to the Devon Air Ambulance; a per-
sonal choice of one of our residents. 
Now, as with everyone else, the thinking is heading more towards 
Christmas and we are looking forward to a whole variety of events 
taking place. Churchinford Pre-School are already booked in for a 
visit and hopefully to perform some Christmas Carols for us. We 
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Walk this way for  
new foot care service 

Research has shown that having poorly looked after 
feet is a major cause of concern for older people.   
Addressing that issue, Devon County Council, Dev-
on Primary Care Trust, and agencies from the vol-
untary sector are setting up foot care services 

across Devon.  Toenails left uncut or untreated can become painful 
and lead to poorer mobility, lack of confidence, and a greater chance 
of falling.  The new foot care services are for older people, who can-
not care for, or possibly even reach, their own feet.  If they have no 
relatives or friends nearby or able to help them, their only option is 
to pay privately for podiatry, which can be too expensive for many 
people. 

would be grateful to hear from anyone else in the local area who can 
help us out with our entertainment during the Christmas period.  

Andy 

RICHARD 
BROWN 

 

ELECTRICIAN 
 

Prompt Professional Service 
 

Sockets 
Lighting 
Rewiring 

Upgrading Fuse Boxes 
 

Part “P” Registered 
 

( 01823 680389 
Mobile: 07721089209 

DRY LOGS FOR 
SALE 

 

For details please telephone 
 

Nigel Hodges 
 

Mob.: 07912213535 or 
01823 601408 

NOSE TO TAIL  
DOG GROOMING 

 
ALSO AVAILABLE HOUSE SITTING 

AND EQUINE SERVICES 
  

nosetotaildoggrooming.co.uk 
 

PLEASE CALL JO ON 
07900891159 OR E MAIL 
 jobright@hotmail.co.uk 
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So far services have been set up in Mid Devon and Exeter areas, but 
a wider spread of services is needed, so the County Council and Pri-
mary Care Trust are inviting more voluntary sector organisations to 
set up services in East Devon, North Devon and West Devon. Setting 
up the schemes is funded by the Department of Health, which in-
cludes meeting the cost of recruiting volunteers, who are then 
trained and fully supported by NHS podiatrists. 
Trained volunteers are providing straight forward foot care and toe 
nail cutting. They will also look out for other foot problems which 
might need more specialist foot care and they have a hotline to an 
NHS podiatrist who will be able to give instant guidance.  A session 
costs £5.50.  Devon PCT will continue to provide the more specialist 
foot care services for more complex cases, and they aim to help in-
crease access for straightforward services equally accessible across 
Devon. 
The Mid Devon foot care service is provided by the Mid Devon 
Healthy Living Community stretching from Crediton to the Black-
down Hills.  People in these areas requiring support with their foot 
care can simply call the services to request appointments.  The Mid 
Devon service can be contacted on 01823 681036. The scheme will 
also help people with their hand care at a cost of £1.50 extra. 
If you would be interested in becoming a volunteer for the Mid Dev-

 

Wilton House 
TAUNTON 

Retirement Home for the Active Elderly 
 

Homely, sociable atmosphere 
Resident staff 

All rooms en-suite 
Telephone and TV points in each room 

Comfortable lounges, dining and TV room 

Adjacent to Vivary Park and close to town centre 
 

Wilton House, Upper High Street, Taunton TA1 3PX 
Telephone: 01823 254339 or 01823 275950 
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on foot care service please contact Barbara Starkiss at Mid Devon 
Healthy Living Community on 01823 681036. 

“PLANNING PERMISSION NOT REQUIRED” 
FROM OCTOBER 2008 

PLANNING FOR SMALL EXTENSIONS (UP TO 2 STOREY)  
AND LOFT CONVERSIONS WILL NOT REQUIRE LOCAL AUTHORITY 

PLANNING PERMISSION FROM OCTOBER 2008 
RING FOR YOUR VERY COMPETETIVE FREE QUOTE 

KITCHENS – BEDROOMS – BATHROOMS 
OPEN UP YOUR POTENTIAL IN THIS VERY DIFFICULT MARKET 

PLACE BY ADDING AN EXTENSION 
 

 
 NOW IS THE 

TIME!  
FOR ALL YOUR 

BUILDING NEEDS 
CHOOSE YOUR LOCAL 
BUILDING SPECIAL-

ISTS 
SW SERVICES LTD 

01823 601340   wpwellsburr@aol.com    CALL 07801 072263 

Barn/Folk Dancing 
The current season, which has seen several new 
members join us, finishes with our pre Christmas 
Party on Tuesday December 2 when we will again 
be joined by Brian Heaton and his piano accordion. 
For those of you who have been before when Brian 
has been playing and calling for us, you will know it 

is always a great evening. All we ask is that you pay £2 for the 
evening and bring a plate of food. Wine and soft drinks provided 
free. It starts at 7.30pm, in Churchinford Village Hall. 
Dancing will start again in the New Year at 7.30pm on Tuesday Jan-
uary 13, 7.30pm in Churchinford Village Hall. 
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Churchstanton Bells  
Armistice Day—On Tuesday, 11th November Churchstanton bell 
ringers together with guest ringers from Corfe, Hilfarrance and 
Pitminster joined together to ring with muffled bells in remembrance 
of all those who lost their lives through war. At 11.00 a.m. the bells 
were gradually stilled and two minutes silence was held followed by 
further slow ringing.  Prayers were then led by Geoffrey Berry and 
the names of the dead were read out from The Battle of Inkerman 
1854, the 1914 – 1918 and the 1939 – 1945 wars. It was a truly 
emotional event and our thanks to Geoffrey for arranging such mov-
ing service. 
New Members—Congratulations also to the three new band mem-
bers who were elected to membership of the Bath and Wells Dioce-
san Association of Change Ringers at the Annual Meeting on Satur-
day 8th November at West Monkton. Well done Jackie Carpenter, 
Richard Badman and John Milnes. There is room for one or two more 
learners in this tower under the tuition of Reg Colman, tower captain 
at Hillfarrance and they would be made very welcome. 

THE GOLDEN AGE CLUB 
Wednesday November 12th found the members at a morning meet-
ing. This was our Bring & Buy Coffee morning and was open to eve-
ryone and anyone. Thank you to all that came-members bearing 
items to be sold, clothes, cakes, plants and bric-a-brac and that co-
vers a multitude of things! Thank you too to all who came to support 
us and enjoyed a cup of tea or coffee along with a variety of home-
made cakes. From my vantage point on the clothes stall it seemed 
we were well attended and friends various finally went home bearing 
new treasures to be used, we hope with pleasure.  
 
Funds raised go towards our Christmas Dinner which this year will 
be enjoyed on Wednesday December 10th when all the baking and 
preparations come together in a splendid event. 
NOW, all you lovely senior people who came and supported the 
Bring and Buy, why are you not yet Golden Age members? We meet 
on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of every month except August, at 
2.30pm in Churchinford Village Hall. Why not give us a try? You re-
ally might enjoy yourselves. Good Speakers and a really good tea. 
We are all friendly and would be glad to see you. Perhaps 2009 will 
be the Year you decide to join us – perhaps a New Year Resolution!? 

Chris Panton 
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CHURCHSTANTON  
TWINNING  

ASSOCIATION 
I was intrigued to learn from an 
article published in the September/
October issue of “Parish Pump”, 

the Parish magazine for Hemyock, Culmstock, Clayhidon, etc - in 
other words, the Culm Valley area - that their Twinning Association, 
involving several villages in the Loire valley in France, has only this 
year formalised the arrangement by signing and exchanging official 
charter documents. 
The article, entitled “Marriage - It’s Official” is all the more interest-
ing because their Associations have been exchanging visits for ap-
proximately the same length of time as we have with Le Mesnil-
Vigot. 
Of course, their Associations are much larger than ours on both 
sides of the channel. For the official “marriage” ceremony earlier this 
year, no fewer than 200 people travelled to France to participate.   
Imagine the logistics of arranging accommodation for everyone!   
We, on the other hand, originated with a visit by members of the 

 
 

HEATHFIELD 
GARDEN 

CONTRACTORS 
 

General & Heavy Garden 
Work 

Garden Clearance & all 
Groundworks 

Garden Landscaping, 
Rockeries, Pools, Lawns,  
Patios, Drives & Pathways 

 

Post & Rail & Stock Fencing 
 

Mini Digger Hire 
 

JR HAWKER 
Tel.: 01823 680713 (Home) 

07989 549021 (Mobile) 

Free Quotations 

FLEXI-STORE 
 

Secure Containers &  
Free Standing Storage 
Household-Business-

Leisure 
 

01460 234309 
Situated at 

Buckland St. Mary 



A roundup of events and adverts 

of what’s on locally in DECEMBER 

Weekly & Monthly Event Round Up 
Please double check the time and venue with the organisers 

SUNDAY 
Blackdown Hills Petanque Club              Peter Kirk                      11.00am—1.00pm 
                                                    01823 601491               Churchinford Cricket Ground 
MONDAY 
Buckland Pre School 
(Mon/Tues/Wed/Thurs/Fri) 

Pre School 
01460 234303 

9.00am - 12 noon except Tuesday 9.00am -  
2.50pm Classroom in grounds of BSM 
Primary School 

Churchinford Pre School 
(Mon, Tues, Wed. and Thurs.) 

Lesley Winter 
07815 440757 

9.00am – 3.00pm closed Friday. Phone 
Lesley for details.  Churchinford Pre School 
Building 

Soft Tennis, Table Tennis and 
Badminton 

Emma Lupton 
01460 234120 

5.30–7.30pm (soft tennis , table tennis) 
7.30–10pm Badminton –Otterford parish hall 

Brownies Sandie Potts 01460 234514 6.00 pm - 7.45 pm   BSM village hall 

Steel Band Jane Garlick 
01460 234221 

Kids 6.00 – 7.15pm,  Adults 7.30 – 9.00pm 
Churchinford Cricket Club Pavilion 

Guides Elaine Jennings 01460 221797 6.45pm - 8.15 pm.  BSM village hall 
Christian Discussion Group Claire Bleloch  01823 601117 7.30 pm “Southdown”  Churchinford 

Yoga Class Karen Atkinson 
01823 601527 

7.15pm - 8.45pm 
Churchinford Village Hall 

TUESDAY 
Bishopswood Chapel Frog Club 
(5 – 11 years) 

Kath Chaplain  01460 234748 6.00 – 7.00pm Chapel.  Bishopswood 

Line Dancing £2 per session.  01460 234200 7.00 - 8.30pm  BSM village hall 

Barn Dancing Elizabeth Badman 
 01823 601264 

7.30 – 9.00pm  Churchinford Village Hall 

WEDNESDAY 
Fitness for Fun Heather  01823 601282 9.30 -10.30 Otterford Parish Hall 
Golden Age Club 2nd and 4th Weds of month 2.30pm  Churchinford Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowling Margaret Bollen 
01460 62782 

7.30pm  Otterford Parish Hall 

Freestyle Fitness Yoga Alison Roberts 
01823 423122 

6.30 - 7.30pm Churchinford Cricket Club 
Pavilion 

Blackdown Hills Gardening Club 
third Wednesday of each month 

Pam Tutcher 
01823 601304 

7.30pm Churchinford Village Hall 

Coffee & Chat.  
1st Wed. of each month 

Brian Chaplain 01460 234748 Bishopswood Chapel 10.30am -till noon 

“Inspire” (discussion group for 
women)  Monthly 

Kath Chaplain 01460 234748 "Bethany" 10.30 coffee, 12.30 lunch 

i 

Please note 
Our Diary Dates etc. are only as good as the information you supply. Informing us after the event that we have got the 
date or venue wrong when the information supplied to us is inaccurate, is no good.  Please remember that if you give 
us advance notification and subsequently, detailed changes occur for some reason, unless we have been informed the 
details published here will be incorrect.  Please let us know so that we can hopefully rescue the situation. 



Parish Diaries 
 

Churchstanton Diary Dates for DECEMBER 
(Events at Churchinford & District village hall unless otherwise stated) 
Thursday 4 Smeatharpe WI Annual Christmas Dine out. Lakeside Manor (was Fishponds) 7.30pm for 8pm. Best 
 Bib and Tucker Ladies! 
Saturday 6 Churchinford Village Market 10am  -  noon 
Wednesday 10 Churchstanton Parish Council Meeting. 7.30pm 
Wednesday 10 Golden Age Club Christmas Lunch - 12.30 for 1pm 
WEDNESDAY 10 CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF COPY FOR JANUARY CBO NEWS - 12 NOON. 
 Blackdown Hills Gardening Club.  No meeting this month. 
Saturday  13 Christmas Coffee Morning, 10-11:30am. See pink page xv. 
Sunday 14 Christingle. 5pm. See pink page v. 
Monday 22 Christmas Market, 7pm-9pm Churchinford Village Hall 
Wednesday 24 Stapley Carolers. 6pm. See pink page xiv. 
 
Buckland St Mary Diary Dates for DECEMBER 
(Events at Buckland St Mary village hall unless otherwise stated) 
Thursday 4 Parish Council Meeting 8pm 
Saturday 6 BSM Church Christmas Fair.  
WEDNESDAY 10 CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF COPY FOR JANUARY CBO NEWS - 12 NOON. 
Saturday 13 Community Church Christmas Coffee Morning in BSM Church. 10.30 -12 noon.  
Thursday 18 School Christmas Carol Service, 6.30pm BSM Church 
Thursday 18 Yarty Gardening Club, 7.30pm Bishopswood Village Hall. Party Night 
Sunday 21 Carol Service, 3pm Bishopswood Village Hall 

ii 

THURSDAY 

Buckland Toddlers Melanie Tuffill 01460234325 10 am – 12 noon  Otterford parish hall 

Afternoon Tea Dance 2nd Thursday of month 2 - 4.30pm  Otterford parish hall 
 

Afternoon Whist Drive 3rd Thursday of month 2.30pm  Otterford parish hall 
 

Yarty Garden Club (every 
third Thursday in Month) 

Jean Watkis  01460 234226 7.30pm Alternate month at Buckland St Mary  village 
hall and Otterford Parish hall 

Steel Band Jane Garlick  01460 234221 Adults 7.30 – 9.00pm C’ford Cricket Club Pavilion 

FRIDAY  
Samba Band Jane Garlick  01460 234221 7 – 9.30pm Churchinford Cricket Club Pavilion 

Bridge Club John Gale  01823 601577 7.00 –10.00pm Otterford parish hall 

SATURDAY   

Churchinford Village Market Nick Strange 
01823 601565 

1st Saturday in each month at Churchinford Village 
Hall. 10am - Noon. 

Buckland St. Mary Coffee 
Morning 

Ian Cumming 
 

2nd Saturday in each month in the Church at       
Buckland St Mary. 10.30am  - Noon 

Note to Secretaries or nominated contacts.  
If any of the above information changes for any reason, please let us 

know and we will amend it for you. 
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Monday 22 Bishopswood Chapel Carol Singing followed by mince pies, 6.30pm at the Chapel 
Otterford Diary Dates for DECEMBER 
(Events at Otterford Parish hall unless otherwise stated) 
Wednesday 3 Coffee & a Chat recommences at the Chapel. 10.30am - noon. 
Thursday 4 Bishopswood Ladies 7.30pm 
Friday 5  Christmas Whist Drive. Otterford Village Hall 
Tuesday 9 Otterford Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm.  
WEDNESDAY 10 CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF COPY FOR JANUARY CBO NEWS - 12 NOON. 
Friday 12  Christmas Turkey Bingo. Otterford Village Hall 
Thursday 18 Yarty Gardening Club, 7.30pm Bishopswood Village Hall.  Party Night 
Sunday 21    Carol Service followed by a Christmas tea. 3pm Bishopswood Village Hall. See pink page vi. 
Monday 22   Carol Singing and mince pies. 6.30 pm Bishopswood Chapel . See pink page vi 

 

DRIVER AWARENESS COURSES are being offered by  
Somerset Road Safety Partnership for the community on 27     Jan-
uary 2009 in Bishopswood Parish Hall. 
Each course lasts for 2 hours with a short refreshment break half-
way through.  
Admission is free and the organisers will be bringing a simulator 
with them which will be available from 6.30-7pm.  
An experienced driving instructor will be on hand to deliver the 
course which will run from 7–9pm.  
All are welcome to attend. 

 

Get Ready 
 
Save your unwanted Books, CD's, or DVD's for a "Swop Shop" over coffee and cakes in Febru-
ary, details TBC. Be part of the Free Economy and get some new entertainment. 
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CBO COMMUNITY BUS 

OUTINGS AND THEATRE TRIPS 
 

NB. Please book early for outings since advance booking may some-
times attract a discount. 
 

Departure times are from Churchinford Village Hall. Pick up at Otterford 
Village Hall 10 minutes later & BSM Village Hall a further 5 minutes later. 
 

Children 12 years old and under may travel at half price when             
accompanied by  a full fare paying adult, unless otherwise stated. 
 

Call  077 62 81 39 67 
to book a place on any of the outings shown or to book the bus for 
Group hirings. There is an answerphone should no one be available to 
take your call in person; please leave your name and a contact           
telephone number and we will return your call. 

ENJOY THE CINEMA BUT DON’T WANT TO BE OUT AT NIGHT? 
WELL HERE’S A POSSIBILITY! 
September to December (excepting half term) the Wellesley Cinema , Wellington 
commence ‘SILVER SCREEN’ viewings each Tuesday afternoon, commencing 
9th Sept. at 2.15pm. £5 for film, raffle & tea & biscuits. Bus departs Churchinford 
at 1.30pm. fare £3. Anyone wishing to register an interest in this activity, please 
call 077 62 81 39 67 in the first instance. 

 

Thursday. 4 December. EXETER FOR YOUR 
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING Bus fare £6. Depart 09.30. 
Leave 15.30 for return by 16.30. 
 

Friday 5 December.  DUNSTER BY CANDLELIGHT 
Bus fare £6 + £2.50 for the mandatory Park & Ride to & from 
Minehead. Depart Churchinford 15.00. Leave Dunster 20.30, 
thence Minehead 21.00, return by 22.00. 
 

Thursday. 11 December. BATH – NACHTSMARKT 
(GERMAN MARKET) & CHRISTMAS SHOPPING.  
Bus fare £10. Depart Churchinford 09.30am. Leave Bath 
15.30pm for return to Churchinford by 17.00pm. 
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Saturday 13 December. PANTOMIME  
“THE SLEEPING BEAUTY”. Northcott Theatre,     
Exeter. Dep. 12.30pm. Please book early. Bus fare £8. 
Theatre from £12 to £20. 
 

Saturday 3 January. PANTOMIME 
“THE SLEEPING BEAUTY”. Northcott Theatre, Exe-
ter. Dep. 12.30pm. Please book early. Bus fare £8. The-
atre from £12 to £20. 

 

* * * * * * *  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Sunday December 14th 2008 
At 5 p.m. 

In Churchinford Village Hall 
Everyone very welcome  
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Churchstanton Church 

 

Winter Walk 
3rd January 2009 

S tarting at C hurchinford Village Hall at 10:30 
£4 per adult, £3 per child  

to include Light lunch of hot soup and a roll 

STANCHESTER QUIRE 
For those of you who enjoyed our concert at 
Buckland St Mary a couple of years ago, and would 
like to hear more, or others who were unfortunate 
enough to miss it, our nearest concert this year will 
be at St John’s Church, Tatworth, on Saturday 

December 6th, at 7.45pm. Tickets priced at £5 (£2 for children 
under 12), are available from Rob Allen on 01460 221553.  

The Quire will also be singing at Ilminster Minster on Saturday 20th 
December at 7.45pm. Tickets priced at £5 will be available from the 
Ilminster Pharmacy. 

The concert will consist of a new selection of Christmas songs, old 
carols which were sung in Thomas Hardy’s day from the West 
Galleries in churches and seasonal readings, all from the south west 
of England.  

The Neroche Scheme: - Butterfly Conservation winter work parties 
New volunteers are invited to join us make better habitats for 
threatened butterflies and moths of the area.  
Sunday 14th December 2008–Mount Fancy Farm (BC reserve) 
Saturday 17th January 2009–Wych Lodge  
Sunday 1st February 2009–Buckland (between Forches corner and 
Chelmsine) 
Sunday 8th February 2009–Mount Fancy Farm (BC reserve)  

For further details of these free events please contact:  Diane 
Garland  or John Davis at Butterfly Conservation on 01929 400209 
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TO ALL OUR VALUED SUBSCRIBERS 

RENEWAL & PRIZE DRAWS 

Thank you for subscribing to CBO News in 2008; we trust you 
have enjoyed reading the magazine and have found it useful. 
We hope you will continue as a subscriber in 2009. 

The subscription rate for 2009 is unchanged - just £7 for 12 
copies, an annual saving of £1.40 on the cover price, and 
hand delivery by our team of dedicated local distributors is in-
cluded. If you wish to renew, as we hope you will, please en-
sure you fill in the form over the page and let us have your 
subscription as soon as possible. 

As an added incentive, and as a thank you from us, we will 
put all completed forms into a hat. The first name drawn from 
the hat will receive the ‘Subscribers of 2008’ prize. The date 
of the draw is Wednesday 21st of January 2009. 

We have also provided some slips for you to pass to friends or 
neighbours who do not currently subscribe to CBO News. If 
they decide to subscribe, and we receive their new subscrip-
tion before December 17th 2008, your friend will be entered 
into the ‘New Subscribers’ draw and you will be entered into 
the ‘Best Friends’ draw. The more new subscriptions we re-
ceive with your name on, the more chances you have of win-
ning so don’t forget to put your name on the back!  

Postal subscriptions are also available for people outside the 
hand delivery area and these are £16. 

We know we are coming up to a busy time of year and so nor-
mally give a couple of months grace and continue to deliver 
the magazine on the expectation you wish to renew. But 
please try and return your payment as soon as possible. 

If you have decided not to renew your subscription you need  
to tell us as soon as possible and thereby avoid being charged 
for any magazines delivered on the expectation of receiving a 
renewal. You can email editors@cbonews.org.uk or leave a 
message on 01823 478001. 
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I wish to renew my annual subscription to News and 
enter the ‘Subscribers of 2008’ prize draw (to be drawn 
on January 21st 2009).  
 
 Name:  _____________________________ 
 

 Address:  _____________________________ 
 

    _____________________________ 
 

    _____________________________ 
 

 Telephone: _____________________________ 
 
Please enclose £7 in cash or a cheque made payable to 

NEWS for the sum of £7.  
 
Please hand this completed form together with your pay-
ment to your magazine distributor or take/send them to 
one of the following (please don’t send cash via the 
post):  
 
Churchstanton subscribers   
Mrs. Linda Knowles, Ford Cottage, Church Road, Church-
inford. Taunton, TA3 7RA  
 
Buckland St. Mary & Otterford subscribers:  
Mrs. Penny Gale, Lower Fyfett Barn, Otterford, Taunton, 
TA20 3QP  

Thank you.  

Put your name on the back 

and give these to a friend. 

This is your subscrip-
tion renewal form. 

See page vii for de-
tails. 



ix 

I am a new  subscriber. Please include me in the ‘New Subscribers’ 
prize draw (closing date December 17th 2008). I have enclosed £7 
(or £16 for postal subscription). I understand this is for 12 issues. 
 

Name: ____________________________Tel:______________ 
 

Address: _____________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________ 
(please take or post to Penny or Linda as per the reverse) 

I am a new  subscriber. Please include me in the ‘New Subscribers’ 
prize draw (closing date December 17th 2008). I have enclosed £7 
(or £16 for postal subscription). I understand this is for 12 issues. 
 

Name: ____________________________Tel:______________ 
 

Address: _____________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________ 
(please take or post to Penny or Linda as per the reverse) 

I am a new  subscriber. Please include me in the ‘New Subscribers’ 
prize draw (closing date December 17th 2008). I have enclosed £7 
(or £16 for postal subscription). I understand this is for 12 issues. 
 

Name: ____________________________Tel:______________ 
 

Address: _____________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________ 
(please take or post to Penny or Linda as per the reverse) 

I am a new  subscriber. Please include me in the ‘New Subscribers’ 
prize draw (closing date December 17th 2008). I have enclosed £7 
(or £16 for postal subscription). I understand this is for 12 issues. 
 

Name: ____________________________ Phone: __________ 
 

Address: _____________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________ 
(please take or post to Penny or Linda as per the reverse) 



If you live in Churchstanton, please send to: Mrs. Linda Knowles, 
Ford Cottage , Church Road , Churchinford, Taunton. TA3 7RA 

If Otterford or Buckland St Mary, please send to: Mrs. Penny Gale, 
Lower Fyfett Barn, Otterford, Taunton. TA20 3QP  

 

CBO News was recommended by: ___________________________ 
 

Address: _____________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________ 

x 

If you live in Churchstanton, please send to: Mrs. Linda Knowles, 
Ford Cottage , Church Road , Churchinford, Taunton. TA3 7RA 

If Otterford or Buckland St Mary, please send to: Mrs. Penny Gale, 
Lower Fyfett Barn, Otterford, Taunton. TA20 3QP  

 

CBO News was recommended by: ___________________________ 
 

Address: _____________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________ 

If you live in Churchstanton, please send to: Mrs. Linda Knowles, 
Ford Cottage , Church Road , Churchinford, Taunton. TA3 7RA 

If Otterford or Buckland St Mary, please send to: Mrs. Penny Gale, 
Lower Fyfett Barn, Otterford, Taunton. TA20 3QP  

 

CBO News was recommended by: ___________________________ 
 

Address: _____________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________ 

If you live in Churchstanton, please send to: Mrs. Linda Knowles, 
Ford Cottage , Church Road , Churchinford, Taunton. TA3 7RA 

If Otterford or Buckland St Mary, please send to: Mrs. Penny Gale, 
Lower Fyfett Barn, Otterford, Taunton. TA20 3QP  

 

CBO News was recommended by: ___________________________ 
 

Address: _____________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________ 
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YORK INN CHURCHINFORD 
 
 
 Open   Lunch              12 -  2 
  Dinner           6:30 – 9 
 

WINTER SPECIALS 
 

Served Monday – Thursday 
 

2 X Rump Steaks (Local Beef) 
+ 

2 X Sweets       £23-50 
 
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

Any Main Course (Excl Steaks) 
+ 

Sweet   £10-00 
 

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

Sunday Roast 
 

Choice of Joints (Local Meat) 
 

Local Seasonal Vegetables 
 

Roast £7-95 
 

Roast & Sweet £10-00 
 

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

Children Welcome 
 

Log Fire 
 

Take-away menu now available 
 

Rated 5 Stars for Food Hygiene 
 

FOR BOOKINGS CALL MIKE OR JANE 
ON 01823 601333 
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3:00pm Sunday December 21st  
Bishopswood Village Hall 

followed by a 
BUFFET TEA 

Everyone Welcome 

Carol Singing 
Around the Christmas Tree 

in front of Bishopswood Chapel 
6:30pm Monday 22nd December 

followed by tea, coffee and mince pies 
in the Chapel 

Everyone Welcome 

Proceeds to “SIGHTSAVERS” 

Bishopswood Chapel 

Christmas Day Family Service 
10:30am - 11:15am 

Followed by refreshments 
Everyone Welcome 
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Don’t miss out  
– the last “event” of 2008 

 

Buckland St. Mary Church  
Christmas Fair 

 

Saturday 6th December 
2.30 p.m. 

 

Father Christmas in his Grotto. 
PLUS: 

Brownies; Cakes; Crafts; Produce; 
This That & the Other; 
The Unwanted Gift; 

Birchwood; Bottle Stall; 
Games & Quizzes;  
Teas; Room Raffles; 

Friends of Buckland St. Mary School 
 

Grand Christmas Draw 
will take place during the 

afternoon. 
 

All Proceeds to Church Funds 
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THE STAPLEY  

CAROLERS 
 
 
 
 
 
GATHERING at Marlpit -  
Maureen Johnson’s cottage 
at  6pm on Christmas Eve for 
hot drinks and seasonal bites! 
 
Ending at Ivy Cottage by 
kind invitation of  the Seatons. 
 
Do join us– or be ready to  
welcome us at your door to 
sing a carol of  your choice 



Christmas 
Coffee Morning 

 
Saturday 13th December 

10-11.30 a.m. 
Churchinford Village Hall 

 
Tombola Stalls 

Raffle 
 

Proceeds to St Peter and St Paul,  
Churchstanton 

xv 



IF YOU WISH TO ADVERTISE IN THE CBO News Pink Pages, 
please complete below and attach to it:  

1. The advertisement on a separate sheet, cd or floppy disk. Please make sure the details 
of your advert are clear and if handwritten, legible. Misspelling is not such a problem, our 
computer has a spellchecker and if all else fails we have a dictionary. Looking up a word 
is tricky though when we can’t read the word to start with! 

2. Check the details to make sure nothing is missing, eg time, date, venue, function etc. 
2a. Recheck the details to make sure nothing is missing, eg time, date, venue, function etc. 
3. The lolly, dosh, spondulex, cash, call it what you will. We call it a fee.  (CHEQUES    

PAYABLE TO: CBO News please) This is vital to keep the magazine buoyant and if it        
accompanies the advert it saves Gary money and time having to chase you for it later. 

4. Now get it to the ADVERTISING MANAGERS by post, E-mail, or personal delivery by the       
appropriate deadline date which is shown at the foot of the editorial page each month. 

4a. Now get it to the ADVERTISING MANAGERS by post, E-mail, or personal delivery by the       
 appropriate deadline date which is shown at the foot of the editorial page each month. 
3.  The Advertising Managers are Gary & Lynda Smith, 4, Woodcroft Meadows,              

Bishopswood, Chard, TA20 3HA. Tel. 01460 234603 or 
 E-mail: gary@cbonews.org.uk 
 

Name of individual, group, club or organisation for whom the advertisement is being  submitted: 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of person submitting the advertisement: _______________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________ 
 
     __________________________________ 
 
     __________________________________ 
       Post Code __________________ 
 
Contact telephone number (please include area code):__________________________ 
 

Size of advertisement required: tick box as appropriate 

 1/2 x A5 - (124mm wide x 91mm tall) @ £4.00 per month  
 

 Full A5  -  (124mm wide x 185mm tall) @ £8.00 per month  
 

Which month do you want the advertisement to start: _____________________ 
 
For how many months do you wish this advert to appear: __________ 
 

If you are producing your own advertisement it may be freehand or if computer generated it must 
be in Microsoft WORD or PUBLISHER and forwarded to the Advertising Managers on CD, 
Floppy Disk or by Email. Remember simplicity is the key, too much information is as bad as not 
enough. Avoid using too much clip art or fancy fonts.  Thank you. 

xvi 
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Churchstanton Branch of the Royal British Legion visiting our mem-
ber, Bill Baker and his wife Marie-Jo, who had emigrated to France 
some years earlier, during which visit, Bill, who had undoubtedly 
discussed the matter beforehand with his French neighbours 
(particularly members of Les Combatants - their equivalent organi-
sation of the Legion) suggested the formation of the Twinning Asso-
ciations. Bill, sadly, died earlier in the year (although his wife sur-
vives in spite of very poor health) but he lived long enough to see 
his idea come to fruition. 
As we are a much smaller group it is vital for the continuing success 
of Churchstanton Twinning Association that we increase our num-
bers. People of all ages are welcome to join and would find that our 
French friends in Le Mesnil Vigot are very similar to ourselves, com-
ing from a rural community just like ours. We always have a lot of 
fun together, whether we are visiting them or when they come over 
here, which they will be doing next year. 
It would be great to have more young people and families involved 
and, although those speaking only a little French are able to get by, 
it is certainly a great chance to improve one’s French. In the Menil 
Vigot area there are a few English couples who have moved to 
France. They have integrated into the community really well and 
have been made very welcome, and are part of the Twinning Associ-

S  
B  C  

A Home From Home 
Luxury heated apartments 
Quiet & Picturesque Rural Setting 
Proprietors Resident 
Inspection Welcome 
Long or Short Term 
Convenient forA303 Road Links 
NO DOGS BOARDED 
Open 9am – 12.30pm – other times by 

appointment 
Proprietor: Angela Pitcher 

Batstone Farm 
Sticklepath 

Combe St. Nicholas 
Somerset TA20 3HL 

Tel: 01460 234574 or 07932 394368 
 

This project is supported under the England Rural Development 
Program by the Department of Environment, Food & Rural Affairs & 
the European Agricultural Guidance & Guarantee Fund. 
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ation. If you live outside the 
Churchstanton Parish you would 
also be welcome to join. 
Some of you may know that 
Churchstanton has a Boules or 
Petanque court up on the cricket 
pitch site, which was used last 
summer on most Sunday morn-
ings. Recently Hemyock has 
opened its own court at the 
Longmead sports complex and 
this, it seems to me, will provide 
an ideal opportunity for a display 
of “entente cordiale” between our 
villages. Hopefully, next year, we 
can arrange a convivial evening’s 
entertainment and a friendly 
game of Boules together. 
For more information please ring 
Mike Taylor on 01823 601562. 

M. Taylor. 
Hon. Secretary 

Marti Spencer M.I.P.T.I. 
 

Holistic Health 
Therapist 

20 years experience 
 

AROMATHERAPY 
STRESS CONTROL 

NUTRITIONAL ADVICE 
 

Buckland St. Mary 
Tel: 01460 234 614 

 

Pure essential oils are 
extracted from various parts 
of flowers, herbs and resins 

and have properties that help 
enhance physical and mental 
wellbeing, activate the body’s 
natural healing process and 

strengthen the immune 
system. 

 

STRESS – Not all stress is  neg-
ative – it can be 

stimulating – but it is 
recognised that in excess it 

can cause:- 
INSOMNIA, FATIGUE, 

DEPRESSION, ANXIETY 
PANIC ATTACKS, MIGRAINES 

DIGESTIVE & 
CARDIOVASCULAR PROBLEMS 

 

A treatment can help relieve 
stress and promote deep 

relaxation 
 

AROMATHERAPY can safely be 
used in conjunction with most 

conventional medical 
treatments 

 

Experienced 
Painter & Decorator 

Coving, tiling and  
handyman jobs around 

the home. 
 

John Martin 
07999 919698  
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Buckland St Mary  
Parish Council 

I would like to firstly start by apologising for the 
confusion over our entry in the September’s edition 

of the CBO news. I had some how managed to e-mail a previous 
edition’s entry.  
At our September meeting of the Council, we had to elect a new 
Chairman of the Council as the then Chair of the Council, Cllr Mrs J 
Salter, had tendered her resignation. The Council elected Cllr Linus 
Surguy to the Chair. I have since received his resignation for the 
position of Chairman which I will present to Council at our next 
meeting on the 6th November. The Council faces the dilemma of 
electing a new chairman and are required to do so under the Local 
Government Act 1972 ss15 and 34.  
Also under discussion at our September meeting was the idea of an 
Orchard in the allotment site adjacent to the village hall, this was 
deferred until our January meeting. The Council’s fax machine was 
also an agenda item debating the council’s use for it. The Council 
resolved that it was no longer needed and should be given free of 
charge to any member of the public within the Parish of Buckland St 

 

A.C. POTTER 
 

GENERAL 
BUILDING 

 

HOUSEHOLD 
MAINTENANCE 

 
Telephone: 01823 601405 

 
Mobile: 07970 840173 

 

“Simply Massage” 
with  

Trudi Farmer I.T.E.C. 
Aromatherapist 

 
Stiff neck? 
Aching shoulders? 
Headaches? 
Back pain? 
Anxiety and stress? 

 

Massage relieves tired,    
aching muscles,  releases 

tension and gives a profound 
sense of well-being. 

 

TEL: 01404 861421 
for an appointment   
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Mary. If any member of the public who is interested please feel free 
to contact me on 01460 245266 or e-mail council@buckland-st-
mary.co.uk. Names will be drawn out of a hat by the Chairman of 
the Council at our November meeting.   
P.S Please note the new address of the Parish Council: Bungalow, 
Mounters Hill, Wambrook, Chard Somerset TA20 3EQ Tel: 01460 
245 266     

Regards 

David      

MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE 
SELF DRIVE OR DRIVER AVAILABLE 

4 BUCKETS - TRAILER - DELIVERY 
HOME EXTENSIONS - DRIVES - GARDEN WALLS 

2 TONNE DUMPER ALSO AVAILABLE 
 

SW  SERVICES LTD 
CHURCHSTANTON 

H ello everyone 
At this time of year we are all looking forward to the 
festive season and many of us will be invited to 
Christmas social functions.  I’d like to offer a timely 
reminder that should you enjoy some ‘Christmas 
spirit’ during the evening you could still be over the 

drink drive limit the following morning.  There will be stop checks in 
your area. 
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I would also like to remind you all to please be vigilant in checking 
that you have not left windows insecure. There has been a recent 
spate of burglaries across the district where offenders have targeted 
houses with insecure rear windows and doors. Vulnerable premises 
are easily identified during dark evenings. At 5.00 pm tonight look 
down your street and see how many houses are unoccupied – if you 
were a burglar where might you strike? Leave a light on when you 
go out or use a timer, both very cheap and preferable to the trauma 
of cleaning up after an unwanted visitor. 
I would like to wish you all a very Happy and safe Christmas. 
If you wish to contact me you can reach me on Voicemail 01823 
363287 and 70106 at the prompt.  

Regards until next month.     

PCSO 9240 Donna Langdon  

CLOSURE OF  
1st BUCKLAND SCOUT GROUP 

Sadly, after 32 years in being, I have to report that the Executive 
Committee and Leaders of 1st Buckland St. Mary Scout Group have 
taken the painful decision to close. The reason for closure is one of a 
general lack of young people in the area. Numbers dwindled to four, 
making it impossible for the youngsters to benefit from the true 
aims of Scouting. 
There are many in this district who will have fond memories of the 
Scouting activities and skills they gained as a result of their involve-
ment with the Group. 
Looking back at the list of activities which were packed into the pro-
gramme down the years, it does make one aware of the commit-
ment both Leaders and young people had to Scouting. The essential 
element was to have fun, whilst at the same time and unwittingly, 
youngsters learned to exploit their natural talents and abilities. I 
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have never ceased to be amazed during my time with the Buckland 
Group how individuals change from being often shy, introverted, 
awkward, troublesome and/or lacking in confidence to become well 
rounded, self assured and able young people, not just by being giv-
en the opportunity to make their own decisions and to be them-
selves, but also to have responsibility for their pals. In modern par-
lance it is called team building. A comparatively recent term for 
something the Scout Association has been doing since its formation 
over 100 years ago. 
The fun side of our activities has included camping, jamborees, pa-
rades on St. George’s Day and Remembrance Sunday, challenges of 
all sorts, football competitions, moorland hikes and letterboxing, ex-
peditions, caving, carnival floats, treasure hunts, parties, pioneer-
ing, international activities even the dear old Bob A Job, sadly now 
defunct, but stories of which are legendary and will still be resur-
rected by the old timers when they get together over a social pint! 
The Queen’s Scout Award is the highest youth award achievable in 
the Scouting movement in several countries. The Queen’s Scout 
Award is actually conferred by the monarch via Royal Warrant; you 
are not awarded the Queen’s Scout Award, rather you become one. 
Buckland St. Mary Scout Group, has over the years, produced many 
young people who have achieved this honour. 
The Cub pack was started in 1976 by Jackie Gay and Dave Cob-

Female Helper 
Painting/Decorating/Spring Cleans 

From a single room to a whole house 
Let my helping hands help you. 

Call Maggie North on 01460 234 309 
(Answer phone or after 6pm) 
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bledick, Pack Leader and Assistant Leader respectively. These two 
were later to marry. The late Ken Gay, known affectionately to all as 
“Woozie” was the Group Scout Leader. 
The Scout Troop started in January 1978 and both Cub Pack and 
Scout Troop grew in numbers. In 1989 there were 24 Scouts. Jane 
and Willie Orchard joined the group as Leaders and in 1982 the Ven-
ture Scouts section was formed and run by Ken Parsons. 
The Group thrived, winning the District St. George’s Day Shield, for 
the best turned out Group and the Venture Scouts winning first prize 
in Chard Carnival. 
In 1984 Jenny Gay became assistant Venture Scout Leader, fell for 
the Leader, and a year later, tied the knot and became Mrs. Jenny 
Parsons. Readers will observe there is a thread of wedlock running 
through this potted history. Even the Venture Scouts, in recent 
years have entered into matrimony from within their ranks! 
The Group continued to flourish, with new blood taking the place of 
retiring leaders and executive committee members until the early 
part of 2002, when again, lack of intake forced the Cub Scout Sec-
tion to close. This cut the intake of Cubs which fed the Scout Section 
and sounded its eventual and inevitable death knell and consequent-
ly the Group too. 
The Executive Committee decided that the Group would close on a 

Digital TV and Satellite 
Specialists 

 

Aerial and Satellite systems 
installed and upgraded. 

Freeview, Sky Digital, Sky TV. 
TV, FM, DAB, Digital, Terrestrial. 

Multipoint viewing. 
 

Free quotation and installation 
advice. 

01823 680190 
07766 522336 
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high. To that end on Sunday 19 October, Leaders Ken and Jenny 
Parsons, together with Young Leader Ben Ridgers, took a party of 
Scouts Go-Carting before returning to Griggs Farm where they were 
joined by past leaders, parents and friends of the Group for a final 
barbeque. Thanks to Jean Gibson and Emma Lupton for the delicious 
food they prepared and Bob Hollick and Alan Kemp who cooked the 
bangers and burghers. 
Space does not permit me to list everyone who has, over the years, 
helped to make the Buckland Scout Group the success it undoubted-
ly has been, but they will know who they are and to them I extend 
my sincere thanks.  
Special gratitude must be expressed to Ken and Jenny Parsons, Ben 
Ridgers, Jean Gibson our Treasurer and Alan Kemp who made a sec-
ond appearance down the years to head the Group Executive Com-
mittee in the position of Chairman. 

David Jefferies 
Group Scout Leader 

Churchstanton Church  
Fun and Fundraising 

To say Christmas is one of the busiest times of year 
for the Church is no word of a lie… 

By the time you read this we will have held our annual quiz and no 
doubt I will still be reeling from some of the challenges… Not to be 
deterred, I am already working on the now infamous “Church chal-

 

PENNY PRICE FURNITURE 
 

DESIGNER & MAKER OF HIGH QUALITY FURNITURE 
Individually Designed to Your Specifications 

CONTEMPORARY AND TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
 

Phone 07881 785517 for a chat about your requirements 
or visit our website www.pennypricefurniture.com 

Unit 1c  Chelston Enterprise Centre  Castle Road  Wellington  Somerset TA21 9JQ 
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lenge” which will be available from the beginning of December. You 
know the kind of thing – 100 questions which you would like to be 
able to ignore but end up driving you mad over the entire festive 
season. Christmas just wouldn’t be the same without it! 
On the 13th December we are holding our Christmas coffee morning. 
There will be a cake stall, garden produce stall, Christmas stall, 
White elephant, tombola and raffle. All that plus coffees, teas, bacon 
butties – well worth a visit. Full details are available in the pink pag-
es. 
On the following day, Sunday the 14th, we are holding a Christingle 
in Churchinford village hall. This is a beautiful, candlelit, family 
friendly service.  The candles add just that edge of anticipation – will 
Billy set fire to his hair, will the village hall curtains survive intact?! 
Seriously though, the Christingle is a lovely way to ease into the 
Festive period. Other service details are included at the front of the 
CBO. 
And then… when it’s all over, and to work of the Christmas excess 
we have a Winter Walk at the beginning of January. A light lunch at 
the village hall follows the walk. 
We hope that some (or all!) of these things will tempt you. 
In any event, the congregation of St. Peter and St. Paul 
Churchstanton wishes everyone in the community a blessed and 

Sandringham Conservatories 
With 

Quality Installations 

We are a local family specializing in the design and installation 
of : 
  Custom designed Conservatories (Hardwood/UPVC)  
  Made to measure blinds. 
  Replacement windows- fascias- gutters etc. 
  Eco log Cabins 
  Small Farm Buildings/ Stables etc. 
 

Phone: 
Philip Partridge:       07860 538688 
Jonathan Partridge: 07980 655312 
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peaceful Christmas. 

Claire Bleloch 

 

MARK STAPLE 
 

CARPENTRY 
 

Professional 
Kitchen Fitter 

 
Supply and fit or fit only 

 
All aspects of carpentry 

and 
home improvement work 

undertaken 
 

Tel: 01823 413663 
Mob: 07798 830365 

Phillip Wright 

01460 53613 
incl. evenings & weekends 

computers 

MONKEYPUZZLE 

Professionally qualified 
Computer repair &        

upgrade 
Virus removal &           

prevention 
Home tutoring 

Small business support 
Jargon-free explanations 

Extremely competitive rates - 
please call  

Buckland St Mary  
Churchyard Clean Up 

Thank you to all who turned out on Saturday, 1st November, in re-
sponse to our S.O.S. for help. “Many hands make light work” and we 
had more hands than ever before to help with the over winter tidy-
up. 
There’s always a great spirit of camaraderie on these occasions and 
thanks go to Val Jeffery for providing the welcome coffee break. 
We hope to see you all again in the Spring when we put out the 
Wake Up Call. 
We also extend our thanks to South Somerset District Council for 
supplying two field officers and some spring flowering bulbs on 4th 
November. The bulbs were planted either side of the pathway lead-
ing up to the main door to the Church and should look very pretty in 
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the Spring. Thank you too to the working party of villagers who 
helped on the day. 

Ian Cumming and Bernard Gready 
Churchwardens, The Church of St. Mary the Virgin 

COMMON (or rather, RARE)  
BIRD OBSERVATIONS 

October – November 2008 has been one of the best 
ever periods for rare birds in the U.K. 
Sadly much of Somerset, particularly this area, is 
not geographically well placed to host many of 

these species.  Most of the rarities have been brought in by the pro-
longed period of E or NE winds.  Five cattle egrets were at Meare 
Heath and two more at Yatton.   
The nearest place to see rare birds is Portland Bill, Dorset. A corn-
crake and a grey cheeked thrush have both been seen there recent-
ly. Large numbers of waxwings have been recorded in eastern coun-
ties of the UK, and if there is some hard winter weather they could 
be pushed westwards. Last year they got as far as a supermarket 
car park in Frome. 
During the present mild spell bird numbers in gardens have de-
clined, but this will soon change in a cold snap. A few redwings and 
fieldfares have been recorded near Bishopswood. 
A wheatear spent all day near Wetherhays Farm hawking for insects 
in late October. 

Richard Ward-Smith 

W.H. BERRY & SON 
BROOKFIELD, COX’S HILL, CHURCHSTANTON, TAUNTON, TA3 7RL 

Telephone/Fax: Churchstanton (01823) 601386 
Independent Family Funeral Directors for three generations, 

Being established by James Berry in 1906. 
We offer a 24 hour personal and caring service. 

Visits to your home to make arrangements as always. 
The only Funeral Director based in the Blackdown Benefice. 
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Friends of Buckland St Mary School 
(FOBS) 

Friends of Buckland St Mary School is an army of parents/family 
members/staff who set out to raise funds for the Primary School.  
The money raised pays for the annual school trip and coach travel 
and supports the clubs which this school provides, and many other 
projects. This year it’s main aim is to raise funds for an outside area 
for key stage 1 children so they can move freely from the classroom 
to outside. 
On October 24 a spooky disco was held in Buckland St Mary village 
hall and this was well supported. Around £90 was made from this 
enjoyable event. Thank you to Louise Webb, Alisha Lanham and Ali 
Smith for organising the exciting event and also to their families and 
spouses who assisted on the night to make the disco a success. 
On 17 November Sophie Layard has arranged a skittles evening in 
Pitminster for parents and staff and also she has organised a fun 
session at Brewsters in Taunton on 13 December. Thank you Sophie 
for organising these events. 
Bags2School has been arranged for 3 December (thank you Kirsty) 
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and on 6 December FOBS will have a stall at the Buckland St Mary 
church fair selling ‘crafty’ items. Also a paper quiz is being organized 
for Christmas. Hopefully a hamper will be the prize! 
I am sure that any of you who have had any dealings with Buckland 
St Mary C of E Primary school will agree with me when I say this is a 
truly wonderful school which has such a happy atmosphere and is 
run by caring and dedicated staff. Please feel free to come along and 
to any FOBS event (which will be advertised in CBO News) and sup-
port this village school. 

Lynda J Smith 
Chair of FOBS 

Have a Merry  
Green Christmas 

Here are top 10 Green Christmas tips that’ll help 
you to save money, reduce your Christmas carbon 

footprint and have a more eco friendly and sustainable noel. 
Don’t forget to turn off your fairy lights  
15% of household electricity is wasted by leaving TVs, Hi-Fis and 
other appliances on standby – costing each of us an average of £37 
per year – use energy saving light bulbs or solar powered fairy 
lights, so you can still sparkle and be carbon free 
Christmas cards 
Every Christmas an estimated 1.7 billion cards are sent in Britain, 
the equivalent of 200,000 trees, and around 1 million Christmas 
cards are thrown away. You could make your own, or send texts or 
e-cards instead. Make sure you take old cards to a Woodland Trust 
recycling point. Buying recycled Christmas cards from charities helps 
those less fortunate at the same time.  

          Flying Chefs             Heavenly Food  Flying Chefs 
 

Let us do the hard work for you 
 

             corporate events       weddings 
             christenings       funeral teas 
            dinner parties       celebrations 
 

    any occasion catered for 
 

Quality catering at affordable prices 
 

Telephone:01823 331968 or Email: janecollard@tiscali.co.uk 
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Recycled wrapping paper 
There’s no point recycling rubbish if you don’t buy recycled prod-
ucts! It's estimated that 83 square kilometers of wrapping paper end 
up in our rubbish each year. Use recycled wrapping paper and wrap 
presents with ribbon or string instead of sticky tape.  
Candles 
Paraffin candles are made from petroleum residues so are harmful  
to your health and the environment. Soy, beeswax or natural vege-
table-based candles biodegrade, are smoke-free, and so much more 
eco and user friendly. 
Deck the halls with real holly  
Rather than spending money on artificial Christmas decorations that 
won’t biodegrade, let nature decorate your home. Home decorations 
can be made from recycled and scrap materials. Try CDs , popcorn, 
cinnamon sticks, bows, gingerbread, holly, seasonal berries and ev-
ergreen branches – once finished they can go on the compost. 
Christmas trees  
If you’ve been wondering which is better, the simple answer is that 
real trees are the more eco friendly choice. Artificial trees last for an 
average 6 years they are usually made in China or Taiwan from 
metal and derivatives of PVC. There is all the carbon in the manu-
facture and transportation plus the creation of harmful by-products 
such as lead. When finished they will pollute a landfill site for many 
years.  
Tree Buying Tips 
Buy from a small-scale sustainable grower and/or make sure the 
tree has Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) accreditation, you can go 
to www.soilassociation.org/christmas for a list of producers. 
Choose a tree with roots so it can be replanted. If replanting isn’t an 
option go to your local council or www.letsrecycle.com. In 2006, out 
of six million real Christmas trees only 10% were recycled and fewer 
than 5% planted to be re-used next year. 
Or why not start growing your own?  
Be battery wise 
Families can get through a lot of batteries, particularly at Christmas. 
Batteries contain toxic chemicals, don’t biodegrade and are difficult 
to recycle (but East Devon and Somerset council will take them for 
recycling). Instead use rechargeable ones or try a new battery wiz-
ard; it’ll charge even ordinary batteries.  
Buy an organic turkey 
10 million turkeys are eaten every Christmas. If you can, try to 
make sure it has been reared in humane conditions. Buying Christ-
mas food locally, means low food miles and CO2 emissions, reducing 
dependence on oil whilst boosting rural jobs.  



47 

Recycle your unwanted presents 
Rather than hanging on to them, recycle to charities or local hospi-
tals and hospices who may welcome unused smellies to give to pa-
tients.  
Give a charity or environmentally friendly gift 
Sponsor a child, an animal or give a membership to a charity or en-
vironmental organisation for Christmas. There is an enormous 
choice of ethical gifts. You could buy eco friendly lights, decorations 
or gifts from www.greeningengland.co.uk, www.smartplanet.com or 
www.nigelsecostore.com  
Wishing everyone a wonderful Green Christmas Celebration, rather 
than a homage to consumerism and waste. 

Mrs. B Green 
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The 2008 Poppy Appeal 
The Poppy Appeal Collection, carried out by the Buckland 
St. Mary & District Branch of the Royal British Legion, 
totalled £2,720.41p this year. 
Thank you to everyone who gave so generously and es-
pecial thanks to all those collectors who gave up their 
time, turning out in all weathers, to support this excel-

lent cause. Within this total figure is the Buckland St. Mary Remem-
brance Service Collection of £311.73 – a record. 

Hilary Cumming 

HEMYOCK VETERINARY SURGERY 
 

29A STATION ROAD, HEMYOCK (Just below the Spar) 
 

A mixed practice, providing friendly advice and service to all sectors 
of the community, from hammy hamsters to prize dairy herds. 

 
We are here to help. 

 
SURGERY TIMES 

 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 4.00 PM - 6.00 PM 

TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY 10.00 AM - 10.30 AM 
AND 4.00- 6.00 PM 

 
For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, 

please call (01404) 42750 or (01823) 681067 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
 

CHURCHSTANTON CHURCH FLOWERS 
Once again it is my privilege to thank all the people who unfailingly 
decorate the Church so beautifully not only for the special occasions 
but week by week giving great pleasure to everybody who visits. 
Many people do judging by the comments in the visitors book. 
This year the team has been joined by Gill Dennis and we would 
welcome anyone else who enjoys arranging flowers. Do please get in 
touch with me on 01823 601451. 
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BUCKLAND ST MARY TODDLER GROUP 

Toys and equipment suitable 
for newborns and upward 

Ride-on toys and slide 
Tabletop activities 

Refreshments 

Thursday mornings 10.00-12..00 at 
Otterford Parish Hall (Bishopswood) 

For more details please ring Melanie Tuffill  
01460 234325 or just pop in! 

Finally special thanks to Claire Bleloch who kindly printed the rota 
for me and to Daphne Morris who took the harvest produce to the 
“Hollies” in Taunton, no mean task following everyone’s generosity! 

Chris Hopcraft  

THE YARTY GARDENING CLUB 
At the last meeting of the Yarty Gardening Club, mem-
bers were reminded that it is Christmas Party night on 
Thursday, 11th December at Bishopswood. 
There will be a ‘Bring and Share’ supper and games – 
no, not the sort that make you feel silly! Do come 
along and support the club and bring a visitor with you 

– everyone is most welcome. 
Chairman Jean Watkis announced that the 2009 day outing would be 
to the Malvern Spring Show in May. Date and details to be an-
nounced at the next meeting. 
Who wanted a rose from Rosemoor? Sid Painter of the Ding Garden-
ing Club has got one for you, but doesn’t know who you are! 
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Carol Lane has seed catalogues available. Do remember that buying 
through the Club could save you a considerable percentage. 
Jean then introduced the evening’s speaker, Ray Warner from Pud-
dlebridge, aka ‘Thomas Etty Esq.’. 
Ray’s Talk was entitled The Roots of Vegetables and was based on 
Mr Etty’s Guide to the Origins of Vegetable Varieties – a dissertation 
produced by Ray himself.   
His list of ‘Heritage’ vegetables is available from Seedsman’s Cot-
tage, Puddlebridge, Horton, Ilminster, TA19 9RL, where he and his 
son order, pack by hand, advertise, distribute – and everything else! 
Packets of seeds with wonderful names like the lettuce ‘Drunken 
Woman’, or the ‘Mortgage Lifter’ tomato – or how about the dwarf 
French beans ‘Lazy Housewife’ and ‘Nun’s Belly button’! 
He took us through the history of vegetables introduced into this 
country, from the Romans with their cabbages, beet, leeks aspara-
gus and artichokes, through to 1633 and the introduction of the 
Scarlet Emperor runner bean. In the 18th century Swiss chard, 
sprouting and white drumhead cabbage came onto the scene, while 
the Victorians introduced long green bush marrow and hollow crown 
parsnip. 
Some introductions were viewed with suspicion – like tomatoes 
which were thought to be either poisonous or an aphrodisiac! Red 
cabbages were thought to be green ones that had been watered 
with red wine. Orange carrots were introduced in Holland for William 
of Orange – their original colours were purple, white and yellow. 
Since 2002 in the UK, some varieties are no longer available be-
cause people have stopped buying them, so the message is – if you 
want to keep these old varieties (which taste better and are more 
resistant to pests and diseases) alive, buy them and grow them.  
For instance, Stuttgarter onions are not available this year and Lion 
leeks could go the same way. 
Members went away clutching copies of this fascinating seed cata-
logue, fired with enthusiasm.  Write or phone Ray if you would like a 
catalogue (tel. 01460 57934). 
Don’t forget – 18th December is Party night!  7.30 p.m. in Bishops-
wood Village Hall – and it includes a free glass of mulled wine! 
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Good home produce that  
won’t cost you the earth 

 
Come in, pay us a visit at our new Farm 

Deli at Kedget Barton Farm 
Churchstanton.  

 
From our serve over the counter you can find 

local and European cheeses and meats 
home made products including quiches, pasties 

sausage rolls, scotch eggs, steak pies, chicken pies 
curries, lasagne, chilli, cottage pie 

Salad counter, olives 
Puddings and cakes 

Fresh bread baked daily 
Homebred beef and local free range chickens and eggs 
Orders taken with free delivery within 10 mile radius  

 

See me at Churchinford Village Market every first Saturday in the 
month, Trull Market 3rd Saturday in the month  

or call me with your requirements. 
Also catering for special occasions. 

 
Telephone 01823 601099 or 07989 802042 

www.jacquirees.co.uk 

Farm Deli 
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Churchill & Co 
Chartered Accountants 

Not all  
accountants  
are the same! 
 

Let us lift the burden of financial  
administration with prompt,  
proactive services and expert advice.  
 

- Chartered Accountants  
- Business Advisors 
 
Taunton office 01823 321177  
Honiton office 01404 43360  
Email mail@churchill-co.net 
Web www.churchill-co.net 

Churchstanton  
Parish Council 

What a turn-out! On a cold and frosty November 
evening, a full hand of Councillors plus eight civilian 

guests and two police persons. Now, be honest, when did you last 
see two representatives (one with the high office of Sergeant) of the 
constabulary together in Churchinford – out of a car? But, whatever, 
it was very good to see them. 
TDB Cllr Thorne opened proceedings with his monthly digest of what 
is happening in the corridors of power or the corridors (and meeting 
rooms) of Deane House anyway. He touched upon the fact that 
TDBC is near the top of the local authority heap for recycling and 
composting (even though the world has as much recycled material 
as it needs right now); the rubbish free bush shelter at Culmhead 
Cross; the activities of TDBC in connection with gypsy accommoda-
tion; recycled tyres passing through the Parish on their way to 
Dunkeswell; noise abatement in East Devon; the National Free 
Swimming Programme and Vote for the Boat. 
Enter the Constabulary! It would appear that Central Government 
wants the Public to guide all agencies/service providers, e.g. Police, 
Highways, Health, Social Services etc., on what is actually needed. 
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To assist in achieving this objective PACT (Partners And Communi-
ties Together) Meetings are to be held. On a quarterly basis, your 
Parish Council will consider local problems, prioritise them and sub-
mit them to the Police together with its ideas on possible solutions. 
For starters, it was suggested that easier contact in an emergency 
(other than ringing 999) would be handy and seeing representatives 
of law and order more frequently in the area would be welcomed. It 
turns out that improvement in communications is being tackled and 
two of our boys and girls in blue had been on the “patch” earlier that 
day! Sharing information with adjoining forces was also recommend-
ed but that is already happening also. But, nonetheless, it was 
agreed that publicity (how to get in touch) and visibility (yes, that 
was the Police just passing) are to be the watchwords. Exit Sergeant 
West and PC Jennings with your Council’s thanks ringing in their 
ears. 
On Neighbourhood Watch, Mr Badman said that monthly statistics 
are fairly static at four reported incidents per month. On the Com-
munity Shop front, the same parishioner reported that the project 
has now been laid to rest. He said that there isn’t room for two 
shops in the Village and that funding grants relied on a sole trading 
situation. There is still a problem of approximately £2,500.00 of out-
standing expenses to deal with but it is hoped that a solution will be 
found. The Chairman thanked Mr Badman and all the members of 
the Committee who had given of their time and effort so unstintingly 
over the past few months. In turn, Mr Badman said how gratified he 
and his colleagues had been by the support provided by so many 
fellow parishioners. 
Still on Community Time, Mr Phillips said that he had now received 
TDBC’s permission to carry out the works applied for at Timberlands 
Farm. He went on to say that he felt the PC in general and the Clerk 
in particular had not handled his Application in an appropriate man-
ner. The Chairman said that the PC had followed its usual proce-
dures in dealing with the Application but he offered his apology to 
Mr Phillips if he (Mr Philips) felt that those procedures are inade-
quate. The Chairman promised to review the way in which the PC 
deals with such matters when a similar Application is next received. 
Still, still on Community Time – Mr Smith of West of England Devel-
opments answered questions on the proposed development at New-
bery Farm, Churchinford. Proposals are to build five “market” units 
together with three “affordable” units, the latter being available to 
rent via Falcon Housing. It was noted that the Application is 
“outline” only but Mr Smith said any proposal to increase the total 
number of units would require a completely new Application. 
After further discussion, your PC decided to support this Application. 
Minutes of the previous Meeting were accepted as a true record but 



54 

the Clerk said he had provided some “duff” information to that Meet-
ing regarding motor sport activity at Smeatharpe. The correct infor-
mation had been publicised in last month’s CBO News (of course) 
and he would add a note to this month’s Minutes rectifying the mat-
ter.  
Matters Arising seemed to cover more subjects that we get in six 
months and touched on Parish Allotment tenancies; the Blackdown 
Hills Parish Network AGM (on 01 December 2008 in Churchinford 
Village Hall); the “saving” of Stapley’s telephone kiosk; the closure 
of the Footpath T6/30 case; TDBC’s Planning Enforcement enquiries 
into work at Northdown House and Hunters Lodge Barn; an explana-
tion of “Demand Responsive Bus Services” and waste tyre recycling 
at Dunkeswell. 
The remaining Planning requests involved the retention of a shed at 
Vencroft Farm, the placing of a mobile home at Fairfield Stables and 
the installation of a replacement temporary classroom at 
Churchstanton School. Your Council felt that it needed additional in-
formation on the first two but that there was little to be said with 
regard to the classroom. 
Correspondence, as ever, mainly fell into the “noted” category. One 
or two exceptions were the need to “register” parish owned land; 
the well received new pay scales for Clerks and the revelation that 
any new development at Newbery Farm will bring a cash windfall to 

 

CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST 
 

STEPHEN WAPLINGTON, 
MSSCh, MBChA. HPC Registered 

 
 

EXPERT FOOTCARE IN YOUR OWN HOME 
AT NO EXTRA COST 

 

For friendly and professional treatment 
please call: 

 

01404 861328 
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be spent on recreational facilities in the Parish. 
Finances look quite good but Unforeseen Business, in keeping with 
everything else on the Agenda, seemed longer than ever! It included 
comment on improvements in the Village Hall heating arrange-
ments; lost drivers in Stapley looking for “the chalets”; the erection 
of the School Cycle Route signs; the theft of a silage maker at Buck-
land St Mary; the culinary prowess of Cllr Mrs Papworth’s daughter 
and the PPLO’s annual report on your behalf to SCC. I bet you didn’t 
even know what a PPLO is, or that you had one. Answer next 
month! 
That was it for November but it was nearly ten o’clock by the time 
we finished. Perhaps things won’t be so fraught at the next Meeting 
which will take place at 7.30 pm on Wednesday, 10 December 2008 
in the Village Hall, Churchinford. It will be the last one of 2008 so 
you won’t want to miss it ……….. will you?!? 

Brian Simpson 
Clerk to the Council 

Recipe of the Month 
As there seems to be an abundance of apples this 
year I am giving you my version of a recipe for Tarte 
Tatin. 
This warm caramelized apple upside-down tart is well 
known throughout France, but is said to have origi-
nated in a hotel in Lamotte-Beuvron near the Loire 

river. The two sisters Tatin, who ran the hotel had great imagina-
tion. One version of the legend behind their famous tart is that one 
day, by mistake, one of the sisters put the apples she had cooked 
for a tart into the dish before she had lined it with pastry. Instead of 
tipping the apples out and starting again, she put the pastry on top 
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and inverted the tart after cooking. The fame of their tart quickly 
spread. 

French Apple Tart 
1oz (25g) butter, 1teaspoon cinnamon, 4oz (110g) soft brown sug-
ar,  4 large apples - I like to use a mixture of desert apples for the 
base layer as they keep their shape well, and then Bramleys for fla-
vour, before placing the pastry on top. 
For Pastry crust: 5oz (150g) plain flour, ½ teaspoon salt,           
4oz (110g) butter, slightly softened, 1 egg, lightly beaten, 2 table-
spoons cold water. 
1. Make pastry crust mixing ingredients with a fork as the dough 

will be very soft. Chill before rolling out to make it easier to han-
dle.  

2. Butter an 8/9 inch sandwich tin and line the bottom with a circle 
of buttered greaseproof paper. Sprinkle with cinnamon and 
brown sugar. 

3. Peel, core and slice apples thinly. 
4. Cover bottom of dish with concentric circles of apple slices, 

pressing them down firmly, and continue to fill tin with more lay-
ers of apple slices pressed well down. Top with rest of butter in 
flakes. 

5. Roll pastry out to a circle large enough to fit the tin and press 
lightly on top. 

6. Place tin on a baking tray and cook at 200ºC for about 25-30 
minutes until nicely browned and apples cooked through. 

7. Invert the tart onto a serving plate and serve warm, with cream. 

Penny Gale 

DAVID GARROD 
 

QUALITY CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
 

Cupboards, Kitchen cabinets, 
Wardrobes, Shelving, Doors etc. 

 

Tel/Fax 01404 890135 
Dunkeswell, Honiton, EX14 4QH 
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Buckland St Mary 
Pre-school 

 
We offer a caring, friendly, happy environment, where your child can play, 

learn  and  socialise. 
We give individual attention and stimulation within the group to encourage            

development at each child’s own pace. 
 

The Pre-school has its own building within the grounds of Buckland St 
Mary Primary school, in which we offer a vast array of toys and equipment.  
We have a quiet book corner, a home corner and an activity area for paint-
ing, cooking etc.  We also have access to the school’s facilities and use their 
hall, outdoor play equipment and safe playground. 
 

We take children from 2.5 - 5 years old. 
We are open Monday 9.00-12.00 Tuesday 9.00-2.50, Wednesday 9.00-12.00 

and Friday 9.00-12.00. 
 

For more information and a prospectus please ring 01460 234303 
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Lower Colley Farm, Livery 
Yard 

Friendly, family run yard with owners living on site. 
Outdoor school, all year turnout, secure, well lit yard. 

Part or Full liveries, Schooling or Breaking. 
Does your horse need a holiday? 

 

Contact Carey for details. 
Mobile 07977 545470   Home 01460 234026 

E-mail careycollett@btinternet.com 
Lower Colley Farm, Buckland St Mary, Chard, 

TA20 3QD 

 Buckland St Mary  
Pre-school & Toddler Group 

As promised in last month’s CBO, I am able to give you the good 
news that all the vacant positions on the committee were filled at 
our AGM. Celia Gilbert and Lucy Hine have taken over as joint chair-
men, with Sharon Wright as treasurer and Julie Farmer as secretary. 
Presents and thanks were given to Helen, Louise and Alisha in 
recognition for all their hard work over the past years. Louise, hav-
ing relinquished her role as treasurer is keen to stay involved with 
the Pre-school and has joined us as a deputy supervisor and we 
wish her all the best in her new job!!  
At pre-school we have been busy with autumnal activities and, by 
the time you read this, we will not doubt have started preparing for 
Christmas, with Nativity scenes plus the usual twinkliness 
(apparently not a word according to spell checker!!) that accompa-
nies this time of year. We will also be welcoming Finlay whose family 
is moving to Bishopswood and also Daniel whose family is moving to 
Buckland St Mary. We will end the term with a Christmas party on 
Friday 19th December. 
The toddler group is a smaller and more select bunch at the moment 
but none the less lively. If you would like to join us please see our 
advertisement elsewhere in the magazine for times etc. Toddlers will 
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BLACKDOWN HILLS  
GARDENING CLUB 

At the recent meeting of the Blackdown Hills Gardening Club in 
Churchinford Village Hall our Chairman Mr. Graham Salmon intro-
duced our speaker Mr. David Bailey & his wife Jennifer, whose talk 
illustrated by slides, was entitled ‘One hundred and seventy three 
and a half miles from Paddington’. 
Mr. Bailey informed us that he was  a keen amateur photographer 
and had been a trustee of the Somerset Wildlife Trust for fifteen 
years but was now a volunteer with the West Somerset Railway As-
sociation and interested in the wild flowers that grow along the 
banks of the railway track. He warned that care should be taken 
when admiring or photographing wildlife near railways particularly 
when accompanied by dogs which should always be kept on leads!  
The West Somerset Railway starts at Bishop’s Lydeard and finishes 
at Minehead. At 23 miles it is the longest privately owned passenger 
rail line in the UK. It operates using heritage steam and diesel loco-
motives and provides transport for the community as well as a lei-
sure attraction. It is flanked by wild flowers and trees for most of 
the way, and in order to keep the plants prolific, a flail mounted on 
wheels cuts the vegetation almost to ground level once a year. Many 
species have made their habitat along it’s banks and members were 
treated to some beautiful slides of specimens including orchids, 
cornflowers, deadnettles, the snow-like wood anemone, dog violets, 
coltsfoot, fragrant winter heliotrope, golden saxifrage, and butter-
cups (reminiscent of soldiers buttons) not to mention the spring 
flowers daffodils and primroses -  in fact we were shown a stunning 
close-up photo of a primrose that grows exactly one hundred and 
seventy three and a half miles from Paddington - hence the title of 
the talk! The route boasts the most photographed walnut tree in 
Britain, and a variety of ferns as well as species of rare plants such 
as Mentha Smithiana (mint) and Ransomes (wild garlic) both having 

have their somewhat lower key Christmas party on Thursday, 18th 
December, having made their own share of sparkly bits and pieces.  
Finally, if you are reading this before 29th November, don’t forget 
our Christmas Fair, on 29th at Bishopswood Village hall, 2.00-4.pm 
lots of exciting stalls and of course Father Christmas in his gorgeous 
grotto!!  
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

Melanie Tuffill 
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culinary properties. The terminal at Minehead has 130 different spe-
cies of wild plants. Mr. Bailey also showed several slides of nesting 
swallows, buzzards in flight, and feeding Canada geese as well as 
close-ups of dragon-flies, a hornet, and a wasp, advising us that the 
last creature really was the gardener’s friend as it habitually feeds 
on aphids. We also saw the shining phosphorus light of a glow-worm 
apparently a ’come and get me’ signal to the opposite sex! The West 
Somerset Railway line is not without it’s human interest - the station 
mistress at Stogumber is the oldest volunteer at around ninety 
years of age and at Dunster the station masters are twins distin-
guishable only by their shoes! - one pair of feet being differently 
shaped from the other! One of the last slides was a photo of Friesian 
cattle standing by a stream bringing to mind an image of a Consta-
ble painting. Mr. Bailey finished his talk by saying that the railway 
actually helps to keep the wildlife alive. 
The speaker was thanked  for his interesting and enlightening talk 
by Ann Salmon. The raffle was organized by Rita Bachelor and 
Maureen Johnson. Teas were served by Chris Panton and Gill Den-
nis. 
There is no meeting in December but the AGM takes place on Janu-
ary 21st - there will also be a mystery speaker.  Why not make a 
New Year’s resolution to join us on the third Wednesday of every 
month at 7.30pm in Churchinford Village Hall?   

 
D&M  

Construction Ltd  
Buckland St Mary 

p: 01460 234 517 m: 07912 113 944 
e: chrismarshall_home@btinternet.com 

 

Carpentry, Joinery 
and  

Small works specialists 
 

Call Chris today for a  
friendly and professional service, with free no obligation quotes. 
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Buckland St. Mary Church 100+ Club  

Winners for the Month of  
  Amount  Number  Name of Winner 
   1st Prize - £20.00  70  Del. Wiggins 
   2nd Prize - £15.00  71  Frank Aplin 
   3rd Prize - £10.00  38  Jean Reed 
   4th Prize - £5.00  67  Sandra Aplin 
Drawn by Bernard Gready at Roses Farm in the last week of the month.   

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year everybody! 

Gill Dennis 

Councillor at Large 
I have had an update from Somerset County Council regarding my 
applications for local initiatives funding for various projects in the 
Blackdown’s area and have had some great news. My applications 
for funding for improved heating at Churchinford village hall and for 
a grant towards the cost of the replacement building to hold the af-
ter school club at Churchstanton School have both been approved. 
This means that I will be able to present cheques of £3000 each to 
both projects. Both Churchstanton School and Churchinford village 
hall are vital parts of the Blackdown community so I am delighted to 
be able to grant £6000 to these groups. Best wishes. 

Ross Henley 
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Christmas i Your Heart 
SOMETHING HAPPENED IN BETHLEHEM WHICH SET THE BELLS 
RINGING AND THE CHOIRS SINGING; WHICH SET PEOPLE TO 
BUILDING CHURCHES, SCHOOLS, ORPHANAGES, CHRISTIAN 
HOMES AND HOSPITALS;  
The Old Testament says someone is coming.  
The New Testament says someone is here.  
God spoke to Abraham and revealed the nation (Israel) through 
which our Lord would come (recorded in Genesis 12). He spoke to 

ENDPIECE  

Otterford Church 100 Club 
Winners  

Mr & Mrs Sumption  87 £20 

Alice Hodges  52 £15 

Mr E Goddard  74 £10 

Mo Sparks  102 £5 

 

Furniture Making Classes 
 

with Tom Kealy 
 

One to one guidance and tuition.  
Tailored to suit beginners and more experienced woodworkers 

 
To find out more you can visit his website, 

or you can phone Tom to discuss what projects  
& woodworking techniques you would like to cover 

 
Tom runs his own furniture making business and tutors regularly  

at West Dean College in Sussex and at  
The Centre for Furniture Craftsmanship in America 

 
01460 234272  Email: tom@kealy.co.uk   www.tomkealy.com 
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Jacob and revealed the tribe (Judah) of the Saviour's ancestry 
(Genesis 49). He spoke to Isaiah and revealed the family (Jesse) 
into which Christ would be born (Isaiah 11). He spoke to Micah and 
re-vealed the place (Bethlehem) of Jesus’ birth (Micah 5). He spoke 
to Daniel and revealed the time of Christ’s appearing (Daniel 9).  
Then, “in the fullness of time”, He came!  
Shepherds in the fields learned of the birth of the Good Shepherd 
and oriental kings came to worship the Great King. He was the 
Light: God seen. He was the Word: God heard. He was the Life: God 
felt. Wherever He would walk, men would see the footprints of God; 
when He reached out His hand to touch leprous skin, blind eyes, 
crippled limbs, or fevered brow, men would feel the touch of God. 
When He spoke, men would hear the voice of God.  
If He had not come, the prophecies would be unfulfilled; there would 
be no Saviour for humanity; the character of God who loves us and 
cares for us as a Father would be unknown; the secret of peace for 
the soul would be unrevealed; the world would be without the mar-
vellous example of a sinless life; we would be groping our way with-
out His matchless teaching; we would have no assurance that God 
hears and answers when we pray; the blessing of freedom as we 
know it would not have been experienced, and eternal life would still 
be a fond hope instead of a great conviction and an eager expecta-
tion.  
The quietness of God was over the Judean hills when the curtains of 
heaven were parted and the announcement was made: "Unto you ... 
a Saviour" (Luke 2:11).  
He was born for you. This greatest night of history is for you and me 
a night of destiny.  
The child was born, the Son was given, the Saviour has come. Rea-
son puzzles, analysis resists, yet faith exclaims, "God with 
us" (Matthew 1:23). Life that may seem worth-less can be changed 
into a life of infinite worth by the transforming power of the Lord Je-
sus Christ.  
If you have faith, let your heart praise God for His incomparable gift. 

Your Editors, Dave & Jon 
(this article was adapted from a tract by Dr Paul S. James) 
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PLEASE MENTION CBO NEWS WHEN CONTACTING 
ADVERTISERS -THANK YOU. 

INDEX OF REGULAR COMMERCIAL ADVERTISERS 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE   COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE 

     

Accountant 52  Garden Design & Maintenance 11 

Aerial Erector 39  Garden Machinery Service & Repair 19 
Age Concern 20  Garden Machinery Sales & Service 47 
Arboriculture/Estate Management 16  Garden Maintenance 5 
Aromatherapy  34  Gardening Services 32 
Auctioneer & Valuer 16  Handyman 6, 12 
Bed & Breakfast - Stapley 37  Household Helper 38 
Builder - General 29, 35  Joinery 16, 18 
Builder - Rural, listed, Eco 52  Kitchens, Bathrooms and Accessories 31 
Builders & Carpenters 23  Land Management 5 
Building & Construction 8, 10  Livery Stables 58 
Carpentry/Joinery 24,56,60  Logs for Sale 27 
Carpenter/Kitchen fitter 42  Massage 35 
Catering 45, 51  Mini Digger Hire 36 
Cattery 33  Odd Jobs 6 
Chartered Surveyor 25  Painter & Decorator 34 
Chiropodist/Podiatrist 54  Photographer 39 
Computer Repairs & Services 33, 42  Planning Apps. Draughtswoman 23 
Conservatory Installation 41  Plumbing Services 13 
Dog Grooming 27  Podiatrist 8 
Driving School 13, 44  Pre-School - Buckland St. Mary 57 
Electrical Services 13  Pre-School & Day Care Churchinford 51 
Electrician 27  Property Maintenance 7 
Estate Agents 25  Retirement Home 28 
Farm Meats 25  Rubbish Collection 22 
Fencing 5  Self Catering Accommodation 61 
Forestry Services 26  Sewing Machine Service 9 
Funeral Directors 43  Steam Cleaning (Domestic) 2 
Furniture Maker & Joinery 15  Storage-Secure containers 32 
Furniture Making Classes 62  Toddler Group BSM 49 
Furniture Designer & Manufacture 40  Tree Surgeon 8, 57 
Garden Contractor 2  Veterinary Surgeon 48 
     
     
     



For routine or non urgent matters you may contact 
 
 
 

Churchstanton & Otterford Community Beat Officer: PC MARIA JENNINGS 
PC Maria Jennings’ email: ssntauntonrural@avonandsomersetpolice.uk  

 

Buckland St. Mary Community Beat Officer: PC MARK EDGINGTON 
PC Mark Edgington’s email– mark.edgington@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 

 

Sgt Andy Lloyd - andy.lloyd@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk  

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES: 
FIRE, POLICE, AMBULANCE:  999. 

 

IF YOU SEE A CRIME BEING COMMITTED OR WISH TO    
REPORT A CRIME WHICH HAS BEEN COMMITTED &/OR 
YOU NEED A CRIME  NUMBER TO SATISFY AN INSUR-

ANCE CLAIM, TELEPHONE 
CRIME REPORTING: 0845 456 7000 

THE BLACKDOWN PRACTICE 
Opening Times. 

 

   Hemyock           Churchinford  Dunkeswell   

Monday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  3.00 -   6.00 
 

Tuesday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  4.00 -   6.00 
 

Wednesday:  8.30 - 1.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
   2.00 - 6.00     3.30 -   6.00 
 

Thursday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

Friday:   8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

NB  Hemyock surgery - EMERGENCIES ONLY Saturdays 9.00 - 11.00am. 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

HEMYOCK:    Appointments & enquiries  01823 680206 
    Dispensary     01823 680007 
    Fax. (Repeat prescriptions)  01823 680680 

CHURCHINFORD:  Appointments & enquiries  01823 681700 

DUNKESWELL:  Appointments & Dispensary  01823 681720 
 

BLACKDOWN SUPPORT GROUP: Barbara Starkiss  01823 681036 
 

HOSPITALS:   MUSGROVE PARK   01823 333444 
    CHARD & DISTRICT   01460 63175 
    HONITON & DISTRICT  01404 42362 
    ST. MARGARET’S HOSPICE 01823 259394 



Useful Phone Numbers 
 

Please contact us if you have any phone number changes or  
additions  you would like us to consider making to this list.  Thank you. 

 

Churchstanton 
Taunton Deane Borough Councillor – John Thorne    01823 663146 
            email. Cllr.j.thorne@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
               Blogsite  www.johnthorne.blogspot.com 
Chair of the Parish Council - Nick Strange     01823 601565 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Brian Simpson     01823 601694 
Village Hall bookings - Sylvia Pike      01823 601236 
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris    01823 421395 
Churchstanton Primary School - Head Teacher: Simon Mills   01823 601354 
Neighbourhood Watch - Richard Badman     01823 601264 
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper      01823 601347 
 

Buckland St Mary: www.buckland-st-mary.co.uk 
South Somerset District Councillor – Ros Roderigo    01460 62081 
           email ros.roderigo@southsomerset.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Josephine Salter     01460 234703 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Gill Horner     01460 234256 
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board      01460 234200 
Neighbourhood Watch - Jean & Chris Watkis     01460 234226 
Buckland St Mary Primary School:  Head Teacher - Simon Billington  01460 234251 
Tower Captain - Keith Every       01460 234620 
Churchwarden - Ian Cumming       01460 234460 
 

Otterford 
TD Borough Councillor John Thorne. See entry in Churchstanton section above. 
Chair of the Parish Council - Rosemary Viant        01460 234734 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Barbara Simpson     01823 601694 
(Please leave a message if Barbara’s answerphone is on during the day) 
Village Hall bookings - Cindy Beaumont      01460 234351  
Neighbourhood Watch - Peter Naylor      01823 601106 
Churchwarden - David Ruthven      01823 601455 
 

General 
CBO Community Bus Booking - Mike Weir     01823 601333 
Somerset County Councillor - Ross Henley     01823 665988 
Bishopswood Chapel - Pastor Brian Chaplain     01460 234748 
Rector - Revd. Sue Green   email: suegreen@summit.me.uk 01823 421232 
Assistant Priest: Revd. Doris Goddard      01823 601594 
Blackdown Hills AONB - Corinne Matthews     01823 680682 
TDBC Health Response Unit       01823 356337 
Wessex Water         0845 600 4 600 
Bristol Water         0800 373501 
 

NB: For Blackdown Medical Practice information (including the Support Group),    
hospital, Police emergency telephone number and Community Beat Officer’s contact 
details for routine or non urgent matters please see overleaf. 


