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Call us today: 01823 480 338 | Email: info@hatchgreencoaches.co.uk
Hatch Green Coaches | Hatch Green Garage, Taunton, Somerset, TA3 6TN

www.hatchgreencoaches.co.uk

Private Coach Hire

Hire one of our luxury coaches to take 
your club or group on a day out or to a 

professional drivers look forward to wealth of knowledge to ensure your 

PLEASE CONTACT US TO BOOK TODAY

M.O.T. Service

Day Trips from Hatch Green Coaches



3

Editorial

While the editor welcomes material for publication in the CBO News, it is not guaranteed that any item will be 
included or will appear in a particular edition. Th e right to edit or shorten any items which are used is reserved. 

Publication is in good faith and does not imply accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed.

Dear Readers,

Suddenly, it seems that the weather has turned and a warm autumn has 
moved on to, what this morning feels to be a harsh reminder of the winter 
to come.

CBO News is still with us however and it is wonderful to see ‘spring’ pushing 
through the earth as our favourite groups and societies resume their act ivities.

Th omas Hardy was born in Dorset (almost Somerset!) but this beautiful 
poem is no less appropriate.

Christmas Eve, and twelve of the clock.
“Now they are all on their knees,”
An elder said as we sat in a fl ock
By the embers in hearthside ease.
We pict ured the meek mild creatures where
Th ey dwelt in their strawy pen,
Nor did it occur to one of us there
To doubt they were kneeling then.
So fair a fancy few would weave
In these years! Yet, I feel,
If someone said on Christmas Eve,
“Come; see the oxen kneel,
“In the lonely barton by yonder coomb
Our childhood used to know,”
I should go with him in the gloom,
Hoping it might be so. Th omas Hardy

Until next year and with all our best wishes for the season

Jon, Josh & Dave
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Blackdown Benefi ce Services - December 2021

All are Benefi ce services

5th December 1030 Otterford - Holy Communion (CW)
Second Sunday 1630 Christingle Service - Churchinford Village Hall
of Advent (P)

11th December 1800 Angels Festival & Christmas Tree Lighting

12th December 1030 Churchstanton - Holy Communion (CW)
Th ird Sunday 1500 Birchwood Chapel - Carol Service *Places limited to 40 
of Advent (P) 1800 Corfe - Lessons & Carols - Choir of St Mary Magdalene

15th December 1830 Buckland St Mary - Community Carol Service

17th December 1000 Churchstanton - Christmas Tree Festival - concludes after   
   Midnight Carols on Christmas Eve 
  
19th December 1030 Pitminster - Holy Communion (CW)
Fourth Sunday  
of Advent (P)

24th December 1600 Otterford Crib Service
Christ mas Eve 1700 Pitminster - Nativity Play
(P-W)  2330 Churchstanton Midnight Mass (CW)
  2330 Pitminster Midnight Mass (CW)

25th December 1030 Buckland St Mary - Holy Communion (CW)
Christ mas Day (W) 1030  Corfe - Holy Communion (CW)

2nd January 1030 Corfe - Holy Communion - (CW)
Second Sunday 
of Christ mas (W)

*To book your place at Birchwood Carol Service please email revfallon@btinternet.com  We hope you 
will underst and the need to rest rict  numbers this year, in this the smallest  of our buildings.
Mulled wine & mince pies will be served after the service.

Please wear a mask. In case you forget masks are available in our churches.
Details of our services and Zoom links for 5pm Evening Worship each Sunday  can be found on 

our website, http://www.blackdownbenefi ce.org
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Th e Chapel Missionary Off ering on 12th December is for Torch Trust

5th December 1030 - Speaker John Woolham (C)

12th December 1030 - Speaker David Needle

19th December 1500 - Carol Service - Speaker Jonathan Hillman

  Followed by tea together

For further details please contact  
Chris Sussex - 01460 234270

Bishopswood Chapel

Jim’s Thought
I like those jokes that conjure up impossible pict ures. You might remember 
this one:

How many elephants can you get in a mini? Answer: Four. Two in the front 
and two in the back. 

Here is another:

An elephant was swimming in the river. On the shore, there was a mouse 
watching him, the mouse was agitated clearly upset about something.
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“Come out of the water at once!” shouted the mouse repeatedly.

“Why should I?” replied the elephant. 

But the mouse kept on shouting, and so in the end the elephant came out of 
the river for the sake of peace and quiet.

Th e elephant stood over the mouse and said in an angry tone,

“Why did you want me to come out of the river?”

Th e mouse replied, to see if you were wearing my swimming costume!”

What an impossible pict ure to get our minds around. An elephant wearing 
a mouse’s swimsuit!

Yet in some ways it might be easier to understand an elephant in a mouse’s 
swimsuit than to understand the real mystery of Christmas.

How can we understand that this helpless baby who entered our world was 
the Prince of Glory?

How can we begin to understand this Jesus who came to serve and to not 
to be served?

How can we understand this Jesus who was prepared to give his life that we 
might really live?

How can we understand that this child’s hands were the same hands that 
fashioned the whole universe?

How can we ever understand how much we are loved by this God of ours?

Here is a real mystery. God present amongst us, his people.

We may not understand, but will we, like the shepherds and the wise men 
be prepared to meet the one in whom God’s love is made real?

And having met him will we be prepared to grow in our relationship with 
him.

Will we welcome him and ask him to stay with us? 

As we sing each year in the carol, O little Town of Bethlehem.

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray.
Cast  out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.
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Thoughts from Bishopswood

We hear the Christ mas angels, the great glad tidings tell.
O come to us abide with us Our Lord Emmanuel.

On behalf of the Blackdown Benefi ce Ministry Team, may you know 
Christ’s blessing this Christmas and throughout 2022.

Jim

Th e fi nal preparations are being made for the launch of the James Webb 
telescope which is due to succeed Hubble. It will have cost ten billion 
dollars and will explore the origin of the universe. It is a remarkable piece of 
equipment and been many years in the making.

Now let’s think about Christmas. Th ere are a lot of fairy tales that have 
been added to the Christmas story, for example, and this is something that 
surprises many long standing Christians, there is no donkey let alone oxen, 
reindeer or Santa Claus. Th ere is simply a baby, a helpless new born baby 
who was placed in a manger because there was no room in the inn. Th ere 
were also some shepherds who came to see the baby.

What are we told about that baby? Th is is where the link with the James 
Watts telescope comes in. “Without him was not anything made that was 
made,” and “He is the image of the invisible God, the fi rstborn of all creation. 
For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 
were created through him and for him,” and, “He upholds the universe by 
the word of his power.” No wonder, after the shepherds had seen the baby 
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God.

We have diffi  culty understanding the universe having been given it, 
completed on a plate, so to speak. Imagine the task of designing and 
construct ing the universe from scratch out of nothing. When you look at 
the baby in a crib this Christmas it should speak to you of the one who did 
just that and made the universe out of nothing. I cannot put it better than 
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A letter from Bishop Ruth

Charles Wesley, “Our God contract ed to a span, incomprehensibly made 
man.” Th at’s the babe of Bethlehem.

So why did God become a baby? Th e answer is summed up in the message 
the angel gave to Mary, “You shall call his name Jesus for he will save his 
people from their sins.” It makes you and me incredibly important. No one 
is worthless indeed everyone is of immense worth because the creator of 
all things became human in order to save human beings like me and that 
entailed him dying, nailed to a cross that he might pay for all the things 
I have done wrong. We forget the cross at Christmas but that fi rst Easter 
was in the mind of God that fi rst Christmas. So, as we cannot have Easter 
without fi rst having Christmas we cannot have Christmas without there 
being an Easter and it will soon be Easter. Easter is the Christmas present of 
all Christmas presents but like all Christmas presents it has to be accepted.

I would exhort you as you see the baby in the crib this Christmas, ponder 
a while on who this is, the sacrifi ce he made for you and say, “Th ank you,” 
that you, like the shepherds on seeing the baby might fi nd yourself glorifying 
and praising God.

Nyall

Th e heart of Christmas

What is at the heart of Christmas for you? Is it the feasting and festivities? 
Th e carols and the candles? Th e stockings and the gifts? Or the presence of 
those you love?

Th is Christmas we may fi nd ourselves investing more in our preparations, 
as last year Christmas’ plans were curtailed and for some even cancelled. 
A year ago we were to have had all our family gather for Christmas at our 
house and then just before, my husband Howard had a positive Covid test. 
Everything changed and in fact  neither of us felt well enough to enjoy a 
special meal together let alone welcome others. So, this year I want to pull 
out all the stops! 
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crimestoppers-uk.org

Speak up to stop 
rural crime. 

Campaign 
partners Partner logo

Criminals gangs exploit our local wildlife, 
environment and communities. 
Your voice can make a difference. 

Have information on rural crime?
You can speak up and remain 
100% anonymous. Always.
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Avian Flu

Th e children and grandchildren will be with us and Howard tells me 
that Father Christmas will be paying a special visit! However, we are also 
wanting to make sure that we don’t get carried away with all the tinsel and 
trappings and forget the heart of the story. So, we shall limit our spending 
on pressies but make sure that we really value the presence of one another 
and particularly of the Christ child at the heart of it all.

Th is year as you anticipate Christmas, through the stories told through 
Advent windows, or carol services in your church, or Nativities on the move, 
how might you prepare your heart for the coming Christ child? Th e wonder 
of Christmas is that God has never given up on us and in fact  loves us so 
much that he wants to spend time with us. Th e birth of Jesus, God’s Son, 
into a humble human family, brought God into our very midst, into the 
heart of our homes. Th is Christmas let’s make space for Him once more and 
listen to the words of love, hope and joy He wants to share with us. And may 
that inspire our faith in the future, for ourselves and our world.

Wishing you much joy and peace this Christmas!

+Ruth Taunton

Avian Infl uenza Prevention Zone (AIPZ)

Heart of the South West Trading Standards Service have advised us that 
as of 5pm on the 3 November 2021 an Avian Infl uenza Prevention Zone 
was declared across Great Britain. Th is means that all bird keepers in Great 
Britain (whether they have pet birds, commercial fl ocks or just a few birds 
in a backyard are required by law to take a range of bio-security precautions:

Schedule 1 - Minimum biosecurity measures applying to all keepers

• Keep domestic ducks and geese separate from other poultry.

• Ensure the areas where birds are kept are unattract ive to wild birds, for 
example by netting ponds, and by removing wild bird food sources.

• Feed and water their birds in enclosed areas to discourage wild birds.

• Minimise movement into and out of bird enclosures.
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• Cleanse and disinfect  footwear and keep areas where birds live clean 
and tidy.

• Reduce any existing contamination by cleansing and disinfect ing 
concrete areas and fencing off  wet or boggy areas.

• Keep free ranging birds within fenced areas, and ponds, watercourses 
and permanent standing water must be fenced off  (except in specifi c 
circumstances, e.g., zoo birds).

Schedule 2 –Enhanced biosecurity measures for premises with over 500 
poultry or other captive birds 

Keepers with more than 500 birds will need to restrict access for non-
essential people on their sites, workers will need to change clothing and 
footwear before entering bird enclosures and site vehicles will need to be 
cleaned and disinfected regularly to limit the risk of the disease spreading.

Full details of what is required can be found on the government website:

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/
uploads/attachment_data/fi le/1030990/aipz-declaration.pdf

To assist all bird keepers in complying with the new rules, the biosecurity 
guidance and self-assessment checklists: have been updated and all the latest 
information can be found at 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-infl uenza-bird-fl u#biosecurity

Remember that if you have poultry it is your responsibility to keep updated 
on any outbreaks and an easy way to do this is to sign up for text notifi cations 
- register with the APHA alerts service.

Neroche Woodlanders
Climate-aware Conservation Volunteering with Neroche Woodlanders

• Do you wish you could do something pract ical to help wildlife and wild 
places? 

• Do you feel worried or confused about the climate and biodiversity crises?

• Do you have some spare time to off er? 
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LISTENING CHAPLAINCY PHONELINE
Serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire

We are a faith-based service offering chaplaincy support 
for people of all faiths and none in mes of emergency

Are you recently bereaved or concerned about end of life issues?
Are you a key worker overwhelmed by what you are facing or dealing with at work?

Are you worried about someone who is seriously ill, especially if you can’t visit them?
Are you anxious about the effect that the COVID 19 crisis is having on your life? 

Maybe you would just like someone from the faith communi es to talk to.

If you live in the Bristol, Somerset or South Gloucestershire area: 

Call 0330 229 1700 ● 8am-11pm ● 7 days a week

CARING and CONFIDENTIAL 

The Faith Communi es Major Emergencies Team serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire

0330 229 1700
8am-11pm

7 days a week
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If your answer is yes to these questions then there is a new opportunity 
coming up which may interest you, starting in January.

Neroche Woodlanders are running a short introduct ory programme in 
January & February 2022, to welcome new volunteers into the woods, while 
at the same time helping them learn more about climate and nature. 

Th e programme involves four woodland-based learning days fortnightly 
on Wednesdays, during which we will explore the complexity of climate 
issues through discussion, interspersed with a real introduct ion to pract ical 
conservation work. 

Th e pract ical conservation work, which will take place at Young Wood, just 
outside Staple Fitzpaine, will include coppicing, tree planting and scything. 
Alongside that pract ical work, the discussion topics for the four sessions will 
be:

Wed 12th January

COP26, Net Zero, 1.5 degrees, and other jargon – getting your head round 
the basics

Wed 26th January

Trees and carbon – understanding how hard they work for us

Wed 9th February

Meat, livestock, grass and soil – exploring the complexities

Wed 23rd February

Personal act ion for the climate – what can we usefully do as individuals?

All those taking part will also be invited to join conservation volunteering 
sessions in between and beyond this introduct ion – these take place every 
Wednesday, both at Young Wood and on other local nature reserves. 
Neroche Woodlanders also have opportunities for volunteers wishing to 
help out on wellbeing sessions run for families and vulnerable adults from 
Taunton, which take place on Tuesdays, Fridays and some Saturdays.

Our existing volunteers come from all backgrounds and age groups. Th ere 
is no obligation to come every week, and volunteers attend as often as they 
wish. Neroche Woodlanders provide all the tools and instruct ion.
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To take advantage of this free off er, please contact  Gavin Saunders at Neroche 
Woodlanders, by emailing gavin@nerochewoodlanders.org or phoning 
07760 665378. For more background about Neroche Woodlanders, visit 
www.nerochewoodlanders.org. 

Cop out?
I am writing this on the last day of COP26, the international conference on 
Climate Change, and the fi nal agreement has been published. Th is conference 
has been called our last chance to avoid runaway climate catastrophe, Boris 
Johnson said it was one minute to midnight on the doomsday clock, Alok 
Sharma, the Chair, shed tears but did the agreement deliver a habitable 
world for humanity?

As the UK’s longest lasting patch of snow ironically disappeared for only the 
eighth time in 300 years, the conference got off  to a reasonable start with 
commitments to end deforestation, reduce methane emissions and direct  
fi nance towards clean energy and supporting developing nations. However, 
world leaders were reminded what was at stake by the updated Climate 
Act ion Tracker, which estimated that with current policies and pledges we 
are still on course for a 2.4° C rise in global temperature. Th e target, set at 
a previous COP in Paris is 1.5° C, thought to be the maximum rise we can 
experience whilst preventing the most dangerous impact s of climate change.

According to António Guterres, Secretary General of the United Nations, 
the fi nal agreement is ‘a compromise, refl ect ing the interests, contradict ions 
& state of political will in the world today, it is a step in the right direct ion 
but it is not enough.’ One of the main sticking points was the ongoing use 
of fossil fuels, notably coal. India and China forced the watering down of 
the agreement, resulting in the ‘phasing down’ rather than the ‘phasing out’ 
of coal.

Th is may all sound like semantics but it matters. Th e target of 1.5° C is 
almost out of reach, the act ions taken by governments and corporations 
between now and 2030 will determine if we stick within this limit. But with 
a predict ed rise of 2.4° C on the cards, the UK government making domestic 
fl ying cheaper, Barclays Bank funding fossil fuel companies to the tune of 
£4.1 billion this year alone and Shell planning on increasing gas extract ion 
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by up to 20% by 2030, as well as trying to open new oil fi elds in the UK, the 
pledges and rhetoric all count for nothing if serious and meaningful act ion 
is not act ually taken. Th e next few years will determine what kind of future 
we are going to face.

If you are wondering how you can support climate act ion in your own life 
then there are a number of things we can all do:  

1. Transport accounts for 27% of our emissions nationally, living in a rural 
area we all rely on our cars but there may be times you can minimise 
journeys. Reducing the number of fl ights can make a huge diff erence to 
your personal carbon footprint. It can all save you money as well.

2. Th ink about what you eat, local pasture fed meat and dairy means your 
food isn’t resulting in the cutting of tropical rain forests to grow soya 
as animal feed and it can also support our excellent local businesses. 
Also, minimise food waste and what you do produce put it in the brown 
bin, not the black one, food in landfi ll produces substantial amounts of 
methane.

3. Where do you put your money? Some banks are far more environmentally 
ethical than others who may invest heavily in fossil fuel industries, think 
about who you bank with, where your pension investments go and who 
your mortgage is with.

4. Energy used in buildings accounts for about 17% of emissions. Having 
a well-insulated home cuts down on energy requirements and switching 
to a green energy supplier who uses lots of renewables really helps. Using 
appliances less, turning heating down and switching off  lights all makes 
a big diff erence.

5. Buy less stuff . Every time we buy something, every time we throw 
something away and replace it, we add to our carbon footprint, we all 
need to buy things but question your purchases, do you really need it, 
can you last a bit longer with your old stuff , can you buy second hand 
or buy better quality so it lasts longer. Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
in that order.

6. Write to your MP. Marcus Fysh is our local MP, according to 
theyworkforyou.com he, ‘Almost always voted against measures to 
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with MindfulnessUK
Take control of your wellness

MindfulnessUK is a 
leading mindfulness and 
compassion teacher training 
organisation, teaching 
accredited courses online.  

  

Mindfulness-Based Stress 
Reduction (MBSR)

Our 8-week evidence-based course 
is a good introduction to mindfulness 
and compassion.  This course will give 

you the tools you need to manage 
stress, anxiety, and pain.

Compassionate Mindful 
Resilience (CMR)

This unique 4-week online course 
will teach you simple practices 

and techniques to develop resilience 
and enhance wellbeing.

Mindful Yoga
Join Karen Atkinson, who has over 
30 years of yoga and mindfulness 

experience, every Tuesday from 
9.30-10.45am (via zoom).  Tune 

into your body, practice meditation 
techniques and create a feeling of 

relaxation and ease. 

Online courses to 
relieve stress:

and techniques to deve
and enhance wel

Mindful Yogg
Join Karen Atkinson, w
30 years of yoga and m

experience, every Tue
9.30-10.45am (via zo

into your body, practice
techniques and create

relaxation and e

For more information and to enrol 
go to www.mindfulnessuk.com or 
give us a call on 01823 697890
Email info@mindfulnessuk.com

aa

All 3 courses are open to everyone, 
and no prior mindfulness 

experience is needed.  

MWC0379 CK MIndfulness Combined advert A5.indd   1 06/09/2021   16:56
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Friends Of Otterhead Estate

prevent climate change’. 
Perhaps if enough constituents 
said they were concerned about 
climate change he may listen.

No one is perfect  and no one is 
suggesting we go back to living 
in caves but with changes to 
international and national policy 
and changes to our own everyday 
lives we can live happily and 
healthily on a planet that can 
continue to sustain us.

A seasonal highlight, the redwings, have returned to Buckland St Mary! 
Th ese birds are the smallest of the thrush family and are migrants, fl ying 
here each winter across the choppy North Sea from Scandinavia. It is easy 
to feel a bit overawed by the magnitude of climate change but taking time to 
notice and appreciate what we have, and the remarkable resilience of nature, 
can encourage us to look after it.

Wilder Buckland
wilderbuckland@gmail.com

Welcome to Autumn - it’s been quite a damp and muddy one so far!

We’re delighted that Mal Squance answered our request to help with 
fundraising and hopefully this will enable us to bring forward a whole list of 
proposed restoration and improvement project s at Otterhead.

We have now raised all the funds needed to progress the micro hydro-
elect ric project , which aims to bring permanent zero carbon elect ricity to 
the Coach House. Th is should enable the building to be used for a wide 
variety of community act ivities and events, as well as making life easier for 
Forest School. Eight funders in all have been involved and local volunteer 
David Jackson is making great progress clearing out the ancient mill leat 
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which will provide the fl ow to the turbine. We’re particularly grateful to 
Blackdown Hills for coming in to complete the funding, and to both local 
Parish Councils for their support in securing the funding from Somerset 
County Council. We still await the go-ahead from Wessex Water, and after 
fi ve  years in project  development we really hope that this will be granted 
soon

Practical habitat management

We have had two tasks at Otterhead so far this autumn. In September 
we helped to improve the access by clearing the vegetation alongside and 
hanging above the main circular route. 

In Oct ober we raked up the cut grass from the 
meadow that had been cut in September and 
made a start on clearing back brambles from 
the wildfl ower bank below the walled garden 
and along the edges of the main track.

Raking up the cut grass is important to 
help reduce the fertility of the soil, as many 
wildfl owers require this to thrive. Where the 
grass has been cleared, small gaps are also 
created within the sward and seeds of the yellow 
rattle plant will be sown into these gaps. Yellow rattle is often used as a 
conservation tool as this plant parasitises the roots of grasses, reducing their 
dominance and consequently allowing the growth of other less competitive 
fl owering plants such as black knapweed, eyebright, and devils-bit scabious. 

Many thanks to John, Val, Matt, Mal, Beccy, Mike, Jean, Liz and Sylvia for 
their help. Th ere’s plenty more work to do and the next task is planned for:

Saturday 11th December 9.30 to 12.30

(Please book using the contact  details at the end of the newsletter)

Wildlife

Ivy is a common evergreen plant seen scrambling up the stems of the trees. 
Th e ivy doesn’t parasitise the tree, but just uses it for support and is of great 
value to wildlife - the yellowy green dome shaped clusters of fl owers are a 
good source of autumn nect ar and pollen for hornets, bees, hoverfl ies, and 
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red admiral butterfl ies when there are few other plants in fl ower on which 
to feed. 

Th e dense growth provides cover for bats and many insect s will use it 
to shelter under especially over the winter. After the ivy has fl owered it 
produces black berries and these are eaten by many birds including thrushes, 
blackbirds and woodpigeons.

In folklore ivy was traditionally associated with fi delity and it is still 
customary for bridal bouquets to contain a sprig of ivy.

Autumn is a great time to look for fungi. Th e living part of the fungus is 
called the mycelium made from a web of tiny fi laments called hyphae which 
are hidden within the soil, in wood or whatever substrate the fungus is living 
on. Th ese hyphae produce enzymes that digest food and then it is absorbed. 
Th e fungi remain hidden until they develop mushrooms (toadstools) often 
at this time of year. Th e mushroom part of the fungus is the reproduct ive 
part and release seed called spores.

Th e fungus opposite is common in the woodland 
at Otterhead and is called Sulphur Tuft where it 
can grow in large clumps on stumps, dead roots 
or on the rotting trunks of broadleaved trees.

Treecreepers spend their days walking up tree 
trunks using their beaks to pick out insect s from 
the bark and crevices. When they get to the top 
of the tree, they fl y down to the base of another 
tree trunk and begin another upward climb!

Treecreepers are common birds at Otterhead but they are hard to spot as 
when they are disturbed they will freeze and their mottled brown colouration 
provides good camoufl age against the tree bark.

Goldfi nches are one of the UK’s most striking and easily recognisable birds 
and one of my favourites. Th ey are sociable birds, usually seen in fl ocks (a 
group of goldfi nches is called a ‘charm’) and will often overwhelm a garden 
bird feeder!
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The following Blackdown Support Group services continue to be 
available for anyone in the Blackdown Hills who needs them: 

# Transport to medical appointments (including Covid vaccination 
appointments) for anyone who doesn’t drive or have other means of 
transport. 
 
# Prescription delivery, shopping support/errands for anyone 
shielding, high risk or with limited mobility. 
 
# Telephone support for those living alone or struggling to cope. 
 
# Advice and guidance on other support services available. 
 
If you know someone in need or if you would like to support us as a 
volunteer please contact us:  
 
01823 681 036  
d-ccg.bsgadmin@nhs.net 
 
Please note our volunteer telephone befrienders can work from 
home. Shopping/delivery volunteers are out in the community. 
Medical Transport volunteers use their own car to transport 
passengers to important appointments; PPE and infection control 
guidance are provided. Transport volunteers also require a DBS check.  
Thank you. 
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Th eir long, fi ne beaks allow them to access otherwise inaccessible seeds 
from thistles and teasels but will also feed on the seeds of alder, birch and 
dandelions.

Eared pond snail are abundant in freshwater lakes, ponds and slow-moving 
rivers. Th ere are more than 30 species of freshwater snail in the UK, and 
they are largely divided into the ‘pulmonates’ which breathe air using lungs 
(such as the eared snail) and ‘operculates’ which obtain oxygen from the 
water using gills. Th e operculate snails also tend to have separate male and 
female individuals whereas the pulmonates are hermaphrodite meaning that 
both the males and females can produce eggs after fertilisation.

Th e eared pond snails feed on detritus and algae, scraping at their food using 
a muscular, rasp-like tongue called a radula and are an important component 
of the lake ecosystem helping to prevent the build up of decaying organic 
matter

Th is sleepy ball of fl uff  is a dormouse! Although 
their populations are declining nationally 
Somerset and Devon are still a stronghold for 
them and they are occasionally seen in peoples’ 
gardens stealing bird food from the feeders or 
their round woven nests can sometimes be found 
inside bird boxes.

Dormice are noct urnal, are agile climbers and 
mostly live in the tree canopy and scrubby 
woodland edges and hedges and so are rarely 
seen. One way of surveying for their presence in the late summer and 
autumn is to look for fallen hazelnut shells on the woodland fl oor and paths. 
Many animals will eat hazelnuts including squirrels, birds, bank voles and 
woodmice but only dormice will leave an almost perfect ly round hole with a 
very smooth inner rim and neat angled toothmarks on the outer rim.

Forest School

As usual the staff  and volunteers at the Forest School have been very proact ive 
in keeping the paths clear and clearing the reserve of litter as well as emptying 
the dog bins and organising the cutting of the glades by a local farmer. Th ey 
have also organised a series of walks for the Men’s Mental Health Walking 
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Somerset Bus Partnership

Group which are running from 4th November for 10 weeks. 

Friends Of Otterhead 

Th e Otterhead Estate Trust is a not-for-profi t organisation run entirely by 
volunteers. Whether you use the reserve regularly or appreciate it from afar 
(!) we would love to have more Friends Of members. It costs £10 a year; the 
money helps with the upkeep of the site and also means you have say in how 
the site is run and can attend the Friends Of only events.

If you’d like to know more about the Friends Of group please contact  Jackie 
Gage. 07966 402391 Friendsofotterhead@gmail.com

Th e Friends Of Otterhead has a new Twitter account so you can now follow 
our act ivities at https://twitter.com/FrdsofOtterhead

Th e future is suddenly starting to look a lot brighter for bus services in 
Somerset.

Over the past decade, public transport has not been an economic and 
developmental priority for Somerset County Council. Residents of this 
large, mainly rural county have been encouraged to rely on cars to get them 
to work as well as to shops, hospitals and places of entertainment and bus 
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travel has dwindled accordingly. Bus journeys in the County have fallen by 
43% over the past decade, we now have the second lowest bus journeys per 
head in the country and our bus services have the lowest satisfact ion score. 

But the Government’s Bus Back Better strategy has prompted a major 
rethink with £3 billion of funding for bus improvements to be shared out 
between transport authorities across England (outside of London). Somerset 
County Council has responded and developed a highly ambitious Bus 
Service Improvement Plan (BSIP) and is asking the Government to fund 
the Somerset BSIP with an eye watering £163 million grant. You can read 
the 184pp document that Somerset has submitted justifying this bid here 
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/transport-strategy (the 
BSIP document can be found under the National Bus Strategy Sect ion).

Even if the full amount of the Somerset bid is not granted, it is a recognition 
by Somerset County Council that its bus services need major improvement. 
Transport is the biggest emitter of carbon emissions in Somerset accounting 
for 44.1% of Somerset’s total emissions. Given COP26, we must now make 
sure Somerset pursues the initiatives outlined in the Somerset Bus Service 
Improvement Plan that encourage a switch to public transport and away 
from single occupancy private cars. Th is will reduce our carbon footprint.

Somerset Bus Partnership was set up so that the voices of bus users from 
across Somerset are heard. We now have over 80 “bus representatives” from all 
parts of the county who ensure we understand and refl ect  the needs of towns 
and parishes across the county. We still need some more representatives. 
Could you be your parish bus representative? Check if your parish still needs 
a representative: https://www.somersetbuspartnership.co.uk/representative 

We are also looking for support with the Somerset Bus Partnership’s core 
team. Have you had management experience of the bus industry or in a 
transport department within a Council? Please do get in touch if you have.

Somerset is now entering into an Enhanced Partnership with local bus 
service operators to implement the Somerset Bus Service Improvement Plan. 
Somerset Bus Partnership has been invited to attend the launch of the Bus 
Advisory Board in late November. Th is is Somerset’s fi rst step in establishing 
a partnership arrangement with local bus companies.
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Otterford Community Defi brillators

Located at Th e Candlelight Inn and at the Parish Hall, both in Bishopswood, 
and at Th e Holman Clavel Inn at Culmhead. In the event of an emergency 
you must telephone 999 fi rst, to request assistance from the Ambulance 
Service. Th en either go to collect  the nearest defi brillator from the box (the 
code is C123X), or ‘phone PETS – see below – to ask someone to do it for 
you. 

Otterford ‘Parish Emergency Telephone System’ (PETS)

Th is is a community run system available to residents of Otterford parish 
only, which, in an emergency (whether a cardiac arrest or other), enables a 
number of local residents to be contact ed to ask for assistance - in particular 
collect ion of a defi brillator - pending the arrival of the emergency services. 
If you live in Otterford parish and need this assistance, the number to dial 
is 01460 455155. At the moment PETS volunteers cannot enter other 
people’s homes. 

Otterford Certifi cated First Aiders 

Tanya Hetherington 01460 234706 Penny Hart 01460 234639
John Matthews 01460 234062
(Th e above have First Aid Kits)
Philip & Nicky Needham 01460 
234101

Edwina & George Wakely 

01460 234477

Somerset Bus Partnership will continue to work with bus users and will hold 
Somerset County Council to the ambitious and worthy goals now espoused 
in the Somerset Bus Improvement Plan.

If you would like to get in contact  with us drop us an email: 
somersetbuspartnership@gmail.com or follow us on Facebook: or via our 
website: https://www.somersetbuspartnership.co.uk  

John Hassall 
Co Chair – Somerset Bus Partnership

Otterford Snippets
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Mark C Kemp 
 

 BEFORE   AFTER 

 Bishopswood Maintenance 
Property and Garden Services 

 The Firs - Bishopswood – Chard – Somerset – TA20 3RU 
Tel: 01460 234076 

E: mark@avtgroup.biz 

Hard Landscaping 

Transforming Your Outdoor Living 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

WE ONLY HAVE ONE REPUTATION! 
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Kathy Shovelton 01460 234958

Books About Otterford 

Hist ory of Otterford (£10). Th e history of the Parish up to 1900

View from the Milking Stool (£8). An autobiography by Frederica Tyrrell, 
detailing life in Otterford and the Blackdown Hills 60+ years ago. We are 
now down to the last 12 copies – buy now if you want one. 

Otterford Remembered (£5). Detailing the lives of Otterford men who fought 
and died, or came home, in World War I.

All books are available from Otterford Parish Council - Contact  Penny Hart 
on 01460 234639.

Otterford Amble

Our Amble was fi nally held (two years after we fi rst attempted it in non-
stop rain, and various COVID restrict ions) on Saturday 9th Oct ober. A 
glorious day saw fourteen walkers start, with three walking part way and the 
remainder completing the route.

Our next Amble – taking in Royston Water, Otterhead Lakes and St Leonard’s 
Church – will be held on Th ursday 2nd June 2022 (a Bank Holiday) 

Parish Litter Pick

Our 22nd Pick was held on Saturday 13th November – with 27 volunteers 
(23 picking). 

We collect ed 35 sacks (a few full to bursting), two tyres, a television, more 
plastic sheeting, as assortment of metal, and lots of car body parts – including 
this licence plate. If you know who it belongs to please ask them to collect  it. 
We’d love to ask why it (and all the car body parts around it were not picked 
up at the time!). 
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Shelly’s Care
Local Microprovider with 30 years care experience.

Are you looking for help that is tailored to your needs? 
Shelly’s care may be just what you’re looking for. I’m off ering 
support for people with a learning disabilities or the elderly. 
I have a DBS, insurance, and car business insurance. 

I off er the following services:
Personal care, shopping, cooking, sitting service, support 
to appointments, company and much more. For more 
information contact Michelle Reed: 07853281411
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 Th ree more volunteers – Penny Hart, Peter Southcott, and Edwina Wakley 
– reached 20 Picks, and were awarded a Bronze Hubcap and chocolates.

Christmas Turkey Bingo

A reminder that the Christmas Turkey Bingo is cancelled again this year!

Otterford Repair Café  

Th e next Otterford Repair Café will be held on Sunday 9th January, between 
11am and 2.30pm. See separate advert for full details.

New Year’s Quiz

A welcome return for the New Year’s Quiz which will be held on Saturday 
29th January, starting at 7.30pm. See full details in advert in Pink Pages. 

Welcome to BioDOtt
On the 1st November 2021 BioDOtt – the Biodiversity Diary for Otterford 
Parish, went live to coincide with the opening of COP26 in Glasgow.

Th e project  is sponsored by Otterford Parish Council and aims to showcase 
over the coming seasons the incredible Biodiversity in this area of the 
Blackdown Hills. 

Otterford Parish is an unspoilt and biodiverse location within the Blackdown 
Hills AONB (Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty). Climate change is 
possibly one of the most important threats to our wildlife and creating an 
awareness of what we have and what we might lose is becoming increasingly 
important.

Our idea is to have ‘mobile’ information points located within the Parish 
that would ‘showcase’ the wildlife that is present around us and help the 
local community discover the rich range of wildlife habitats to be found and 
to enjoy the local animal, bird, fi sh, insect  and plant life.

Th e fi rst ‘info’ hub is located just uphill from the Candlelight Inn and we 
intend to renew the information on a weekly basis. At present the weekly 
pages are being created by a local wildlife conservationist but it is that 
hoped others, especially local students, will also become involved in their 
product ion. 
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Th e idea is for passing people to open the box 
and look at the information fi les inside. Th e 
fi rst issue showcased ‘hedgerow berries’ that are 
important as food for wildlife over the coming 
winter period and it has been followed by a 
detailed look at a local Sparrowhawk resident in 
the nearby gardens (with photographs!). Over 
the next few weeks owls and winter moths will 
be looked at.

Where possible, we have also included QR 
codes so ID/info. guides can immediately be 
downloaded using a smart phone.

Our mascot is a multicoloured OTTER known as ‘Harley’ and can be 
found on top of the ‘hub’ box .

To make contact : email: biodott@btinternet.com

Otterford Parish Council

OPC met in Otterford Parish Hall on Tuesday 9 November. Attending 
were OPC Councillors Mike Canham (Chairman), Charlie Field (Vice 
Chairman), Lucy Montgomery, SCC Councillor John Th orne, and the 
Clerk. Th is was a very short meeting.

Report from County Councillor

Extract s from SCC Councillor Th orne’s report: 

• COVID - Th e infect ion rate in Somerset recently soared by 33 per cent 
in a month and reached record highs (nearly 900/100k) but has now 
begun to fall again. Somerset is still above the South West’s 545.9/100k 
and England’s 411.6/100k. Sixty per cent of cases in Somerset are in 
‘educational settings’, although the numbers are now said to be stabilising. 
We have the highest rate among 10-14-year-olds of any county in the 
South West. 

• Th e Taunton Racecourse vaccination centre is now closed and has 
relocated to a site at Firepool, in Taunton. It will continue to take walk-
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ins from the age of 16 and is open seven days a week 8.30 – 7.30.

• Climate change website – County has launched its new climate emergency 
webpage which can be found here https://www.somerset.gov.uk/
climate-emergency. It provides a hub for anybody wanting information 
about their work towards tackling climate change and includes the latest 
environmental news for Somerset, information and tips for individuals 
and organisations on how they can reduce their carbon footprints, and 
details about the act ions Somerset’s local authorities are taking.

• Rowbarton traffi  c lights – Work to replace 40-year-old traffi  c lights at the 
junct ion near the railway station has fi nished and the new traffi  c lights 
were switched on last week. Traffi  c should be able to fl ow much more 
effi  ciently and there is also greater safety for cyclists and pedestrians.

Planning Matters

29/21/0010 Erect ion of a porch to the front of the detached garage/store at 
Hillview Cottage, Bishopswood (retention of works already undertaken). 
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Th e Council had no comment on this application.

Climate & Th e Environment Project

Th ere are still some free compost bins (for Otterford parishioners) needing 
a home if anyone wants one. Th ere was no further news on SCC’s extended 
Climate Grant. Th e Biodiversity Diary Project  has now been launched – 
take a look at the information on the roadside outside Neates House in 
Bishopswood (near the Candlelight).

Community Broadband 

Th ere was no further news. 

AOB 

Th e Clerk would report some more potholes. Th e fl y tipping in Anders Lane 
had fi nally been collect ed. 

Date & Time of next meeting: Tuesday 14 December at 7.30pm in the 
Wright Room, Otterford Parish Hall. 

NB: Th is is not a comprehensive note of the meeting but a summary of 
discussions and matters thought to be of interest to readers. A full copy 
of the minutes will be on the website (otterfordparishcouncil.org) after the 
December meeting. 

Penny Hart

Blackdown Ladies
Th e reward for leaving fi resides and cosy homes was a fascinating and 
inspiring account of a mother’s love for her son Oliver ‘who happens to have 
Down syndrome’.

Wendy O’Carroll was advised soon after his birth that Oliver was a ‘fl oppy’ 
baby for whom the prognosis was bleak. He would have poor muscle tone, 
be limited in what he could achieve physically and intellect ually and she 
would be his life-long carer. Th is, she told us, was the darkest moment in her 
life, her dreams were shattered.
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However being the person she is she set out to prove ‘them’ wrong. In pre-
internet days libraries were the only source of information available. Having 
been a librarian she had little diffi  culty in accessing the information she 
needed. She latched onto any positive signs of development – early recognition 
that he responded to her voice and changes in light levels. When he was 21 
months old she and his sister Anna developed their own sign language to 
use with him. He went to pre-school where he was loved and looked after 
by the other children.

Wendy set up a charity ‘Up the Downs South West’. She wanted to help 
other families with Down syndrome children. She had been in a dark hole 
and come through; she wanted to tell them that it would be all right. She 
raised money by jumping out of an aeroplane, walking on fi re and abseiling 
off  a church tower. 

Mike came into their lives when Oliver was nine. He supported Oliver’s 
sporting act ivities and fostered a love for wild life and the sea. He was also 
a keen photographer and Oliver naturally wanted to join in. Because of 
the support and encouragement Oliver received he developed an unusual 
approach to photography, something that has enabled him to become a 
professional published photographer serving a worldwide market. Th e 
predict ed  ‘no hoper’ has certainly fl ourished and lives his life to the full. A 
large part of his success story must be due to his very determined, sometimes 
diffi  cult and always charismatic mother. 

Th e meeting concluded with hot drinks and biscuits and of course plenty 
of chat. 

Our next meeting will be on Th ursday 2nd December at 7:30 in Otterford 
Parish Hall Bishopswood. Robert Garrett will talk about the history of 
Honiton Pottery and the Blackdown Hillbillies will provide entertainment.  
Wine and soft drinks will be provided; you are invited to bring festive fi nger 
food plated and covered in cling fi lm. Please bring your own glass/mug. 
Members, husbands, partners, friends and visitors are all invited to what we 
hope will be a special occasion.  

Janet Grabham 
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Somerset West and Taunton Council fund 
a not-for-profit loan scheme for homeowners 

and landlords*.

We understand the expense of maintaining 
your home and we work with you to take the 

stress out of funding repairs, improvements or 
adaptations.

We see you as an individual, not a credit score. 
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide 
you through the process of applying for a home 

improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment 
or more information visit 

www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility
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Otterford Church 100 Club – Winners for October 2021
92 Maggie Powel £20
47 Linda Knowles £15
20 Emma Wood £10
99 Gary Dawes £5

Churchstanton Parish Council
Finance – Balance of Accounts as at 2nd November 2021 - £16,827.85

Th e Quarry – Th ank you to all those who attended our site meeting at 
the quarry on Sunday 7th November. It was a very valuable meeting at 
which the Outdoor Space Management Group (OSMG) were able to gather 
the views and / or concerns of those present about the future use of this 
community space. 

Th ere was a lot of very positive feedback, comments and ideas for the 
development of this space including:

• Ensure no misuse of area or unauthorised access.

• Signage to cover various health and safety aspect s, personal 
responsibilities, litter, postcode location etc.

• Gates on entrance & Height restrict ing barrier

• Potential for 12 allotments

• Installation of posts into the Quarry to restrict  access for bikes and 
pedestrians only

• Picnic areas

• Meditation area

• Make safe the bike jumps

• Make pedestrian steps/ramp on steep areas

• Woodland clearance working parties

• Forest School
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• A further public consultation will take place in Churchinford village 
hall.

Co-option to Parish Council – Th e Parish Council are delighted to welcome 
two new Parish Councillors, Scott Nicholls and Paul Carter who have both 
recently been co-opted to the Parish Council. We look forward to working 
with both Scott and Paul in the future. Th e vacancies arose due to the 
resignation of Helen Humble and Dan Prettejohn due to personal family 
and work commitments. Th e Parish Council would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank both Helen and Dan for their time and commitment 
to the parish council over the past two years.

Planning – None this month

Trustee to Village Hall Committee – Th e parish council are still looking 
to appoint a trustee to join the Village Hall Committee. If you might 
be interested in this position, please contact  the parish clerk for more 
information.

Highways – A small number of people have now expressed an interest in 
setting up a Community Speedwatch Group in the parish. If you would like 
to join them and help to establish a new group in our parish, please contact  
the parish clerk.

In the meantime, the parish council continue to make enquiries regarding 
grant funding for the provision of a Speed Indicator Device on Taunton 
Road as you approach Churchinford.

Somerset Bus Partnership - Th e Somerset Bus Partnership are looking for 
a representative from the parish with whom they can liaise regarding our 
local priorities for bus services in the parish: where the buses need to go, how 
frequently, at what times including whether in evenings and at weekends. 
If you think this may be of interest to you, please contact  the parish clerk.

Julie Wardle
Parish Clerk
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Churchinford Weather
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DATE ACTIVITY TIME VENUE PINK 
PAGE  

Wed 1 Churchinford & District Cinema Club - The Father.  2.30pm (doors open 
2.00pm)  and 7.30pm (doors open at 6.45pm) 

1430/ 
1930 CVH v 

Tue 14 

Otterford Parish Council Meeting 
At the moment it is intended the meeting will be held in the main hall in 
the Parish Hall. If you plan to attend please check with the Parish Clerk 
(see Otterford Diary Dates) before travelling. 

 OPH iv 

Wed 15 Smeatharpe Women’s Institute . Please see  details below this diary 1930 CVH - 

Thur 17 
Please note Otterford Christmas Turkey Bingo - CANCELLED. 
We hope our Bingo evenings will return in 2022.    

Fri 17 - 
Fri - 24 

The Christmas Tree Festival will be open from 10am - 4pm for 
public viewing, during which time tea and coffee will be 
available. 

1000/ 
1600 CC viii 

 

The Pink Pages 
A DIARY OF MONTHLY 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES IN 

DECEMBER 2021 

Key to venues:   CVH = Churchinford Village Hall: SVH = Smeatharpe Village Hall: BC = Bishopswood Chapel:  
OPH = Otterford Parish Hall: BVH = Buckland St Mary Village Hall: CC = Ch’stanton Church: BSMC = BSM 
Church: BSMS = Buckland St. Mary School: CCP = Churchinford Cricket Pavilion: VSC = Village Shop Café. 
 

Smeatharpe Women’s Institute  The decision has 
been made to hold Smeatharpe WI’s Christmas meeting 
in Churchinford Village Hall not Smeatharpe as           
advertised in this magazine last month. Being larger, it 
is likely to be more Covid friendly.  
 

The switch over of venues will now happen in January. 
 

The December meeting on Wednesday, 15 December 
will be a ‘Taste Test Challenge’ Christmas social.  
The meeting will commence at 7.30pm 

NB: secretaries, clerks, scribes, administrators, notetakers 
etc.etc. 
The monthly diary in these Pink Pages is available for reminding 
all who read the CBO News about community activities. BUT,  
unless you inform us of your forthcoming activities we cannot  
insert the details to encourage supporters to attend your       
functions. 
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Below is a directory of clubs & societies who meet & activities 
which take place each month in & around the parishes of 

Churchinford, Buckland and Otterford. 
NB. Whilst every effort is made to ensure these details are accurate we do advise to 

double check with the organisers before attending an activity for the first time. 

MONDAY 

Buckland Nursery School 01460 234251 9.00-2.55 BSM Primary School 

Churchinford Pre-School Pre-School staff 9.00am-3.00pm closed Friday. Phone for details. 
Churchinford Pre-School Building 

Soft Tennis, Table Tennis 
and Badminton 

Cindy Beaumont  
01460 234351 

5.30pm-7.30pm (soft tennis , table tennis) 
7.30pm-10pm Badminton – Otterford Parish Hall 

Steel Band 
Jane Garlick 
01460 234221 

Kids 6.00pm-7.15pm, Adults 7.30pm-9.00pm  
Churchinford Cricket Club Pavilion  

Short Mat Bowling Penny Powe 01460 234150 1pm Otterford Parish Hall 
Morning Coffee, charity 
fund raiser & informal get 
together 

Linda Knowles  
01823 602742 

10am - 12.00noon every Monday except Bank 
Holidays - Charity changes weekly 

Iyengar Yoga  
(Level 2 Class) 

Tanya Devonshire-Jones 
07903 079939 Otterford Parish Hall 10.00 - 11.30am 

TUESDAY 

Buckland Nursery School 01460 234251 9.00-2.55 BSM Primary School 

Churchinford Pre-School Pre-School staff 9.00am-3.00pm closed Friday. Phone for details. 
Churchinford Pre-School Building 

Line Dancing  
Intermediate) 

£4 per session. 
01460 65007 

7.00pm-8.30pm BSM Village hall  

Country Dancing 
Cathy Popham  
01823 602859 

7.30pm-9.00pm  Churchinford Village Hall  

Otterford PC Meeting  Clerk to PC - Penny Hart  
01460 234639 

7.30pm Otterford Parish Hall - 2nd Tuesday 
every month 

Board Games Club 
(Informal) 

Ruth Strange 01823 601565 
Jill Fussell 01823 601654 

Suspended until further notice due to Covid 
virus. 

WEDNESDAY 

Buckland Nursery School 01460 234251 9.00-2.55 BSM Primary School 

Churchinford Pre-School Pre-School staff 9.00am-3.00pm closed Friday. Phone for details. 
Churchinford Pre-School Building 

Fitness for Fun 
Heather 07561498365 
01823 601282 

9.30am-10.30am Otterford Parish Hall 

Tea & Cake Party - free 
with Post Office 

Jon Mayled 
01460 234181 1.45pm-3.45pm Buckland St Mary Church 

Blackdown Hills 
Wednesday Club 

  

Blackdown Hills 
Gardening Club  

Tim Allen 
01823 601022 

7.30pm Churchinford Village Hall - 3rd 
Wednesday in the month 

Churchstanton Parish 
Council Meeting  

Clerk: Julie Wardle 
cpc@csemail.co.uk 

7.30pm Churchinford Village Hall - 2nd 
Wednesday every month 

Pilates Class Frances Aitken 
Tel.: 07970 872449 

Weekly from 1815-1915hrs. In Churchinford 
Village Hall 

Iyengar Yoga  
(Level 1 Class) 

Tanya Devonshire-Jones 
07903 079939 Otterford Parish Hall 5.30pm  -  7.00pm 

Smeatharpe Women’s 
Institute.  

Secretary: Carole Long  
01823 601382 

7.30pm Smeatharpe Village Hall on the 4th 
Wednesday in each month. 

The Club is suspended & will be re-opening in the springtime. 
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THURSDAY  

Buckland Nursery 
School 01460 234251 9.00am-2.55pm BSM Primary School 

Blackdown Ladies 
meeting 

Rosemary Viant - Chair. 
01460234734  

Otterford Parish Hall 7.30pm -10.00pm 1st 
Thursday of each month 

Churchinford Pre-School Pre-School staff 9.00am-3.00pm closed Friday. Phone for 
details. Churchinford Pre-School Building 

Buckland St Mary Baby 
& Toddler Group . 

Melanie Tuffill 
01460 234325 

9.00am - 11.30am Otterford Parish Hall - 
(Bishopswood) - 2nd & 4th Thurs. monthly 

Yarty Garden Club (3rd  
Thursday of each Month) 

Pauline Bartlett - Chair 
01460 234778 

7.30pm Alternate months at Buckland St Mary 
Village Hall and Otterford Parish Hall 

Steel Band Jane Garlick 01460 234221 Adults 7.30pm – 9.00pm C’ford CC Pavilion 

Pregnancy Yoga Helen Humble 01460 602702 Otterford Parish Hall, 5,15-6.30pm 

Yoga  Helen Humble 01460 602702 Otterford Parish Hall, 7-9pm. Most Thursdays 

Buckland St Mary Parish 
Council meeting  

Clerk to the PC Veronica 
Moore 01823 442109 

8pm BSM Village Hall - 1st Thurs. of the month 
except Aug & Dec 

Pilates Class Frances Aitken 
07970872449 

Weekly from 6.15pm - 7.15pm   
Churchinford Village Hall 

FRIDAY 

Buckland Nursery 
School 01460 234251 9.00am -2.55pm  BSM Primary School 

Samba Band Jane Garlick 01460 234221 
7pm– 9.30pm  
Churchinford Cricket Club Pavilion 

Iyengar ® Yoga (Level 1) Tanya Devonshire –Jones 
07903 079939 10am - 11.30am Otterford Parish Hall 

Pilates Class Frances Aiken 
07970 872449 

Weekly from 9.15am - 10.15am & 10..45pm  - 
11.45    Churchinford Village Hall. 

SATURDAY  

Churchinford Village 
Market Colvin Parry 01823 601224 1st Saturday in each month at Churchinford 

Village Hall. 10.00am - Noon 

Buckland St Mary Coffee 
Morning 

Margery Harkness 
01460 234599 

2nd Saturday in each month in the Church in 
Buckland St Mary 10.30am - Noon 

and in CORFE VILLAGE HALL …  

MONDAYS Sewing Group:  
Quilting:  

9.30am - 12 noon 
2pm - 4pm Contact Sue Ford on 01823 421769 

TUESDAYS Parish Council:  6.00pm bi monthly – see Parish Notice Board for details 

WEDNESDAYS 
Pilates:  
Sewing Group:  
Gardening Club:  
  

10am. Contact Alison on 07850507489  
7pm (Weekly except 1st Wednesday in month) 
7pm on 1st Wednesday in month. Contact: Sheila,  
Email: s.andrews808@btinternet.com or text 07880 793066 

THURSDAYS Toddler Group: 9.30am 

FRIDAYS Short Mat Bowling 
 

10am  - 12.30pm. Contact: Chris Bradbeer 01823 421513 
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We have now added most of our 2022 social activities and events.  If organising events/
activities yourself – please try to avoid clashing with our dates. 

Any offers of assistance with preparation or during an activity, would be most        
welcome. Please email: Mike Canham: mike.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk 

DATE 
OTTERFORD DIARY - EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 

2021 & 2022 

14 December 
Otterford Parish Council Meeting 
It is intended the meeting will be held in the Wright Room in the Parish Hall. If you plan 
to attend please check with the Parish Clerk (see bottom) before travelling. 

17 December 
CANCELLED 

Christmas Turkey Bingo - CANCELLED. 
We hope our Bingo evenings will return in 2022. 

 
9 January 2022 

  

Otterford Repair Café 
Free admission, donations welcomed for repairs, Refreshments 
Venue: Otterford Parish Hall, in Bishopswood – from 11.00am to 2.00pm 

11 January 2022 
Otterford Parish Council Meeting 
It is intended the meeting will be held in the Wright Room in the Parish Hall. If you plan 
to attend please check with the Parish Clerk (see bottom) before travelling. 

29 January 2022 
  

New Year’s Quiz 
Tables of 6 (maximum of 14 tables – book early!), £6 per person, to include a light 
Ploughman’s Supper.   PAY BAR 
To book contact Marian Spon on otterfordphbookings@gmail.com or 01460 234606 
Venue: Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood: starts 7.30pm 

 
19 March 2022 

  

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-third 
We hope to meet at the Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am, pick for a maximum of 
two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie alternative) and a hot 
drink. 
But this is COVID dependent. Keep watching updates in CBO News and Otterford 
Update emails. 

 
26 March 2022 

  
BISHOPSWOOD BIG BREAKFAST – PROVISIONAL     More details to follow. 

 
2 to 5 June 2022 

  
Platinum Jubilee Celebration Weekend (Possibly jointly with BSM PC) 
More details follo0w 

 
16 July 2022 

  

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-fourth 
We hope to meet at the Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am, pick for a maximum of 
two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie alternative) and a hot 
drink. 
But this is COVID dependent. Keep watching updates in CBO News and Otterford 
Update emails. 

 
26 November 2022 

  

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-fifth 
We hope to meet at the Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am, pick for a maximum of 
two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie alternative) and a hot 
drink. 
But this is COVID dependent. Keep watching updates in CBO News and Otterford 
Update emails. 

Parish Council meetings are usually held on the second Tuesday of every month in The Wright Room at the 
Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Everyone is welcome: please contact the Parish Clerk (01460 234639) if disabled 
access required. Community Time is at 7.30pm: meetings start by 7.50pm at the latest. 
PLEASE NOTE FACE TO FACE MEETINGS ARE CURRENTLY BEING HELD. WE MAY NEED TO REVERT TO 
ONLINE ‘ZOOM’ MEETINGS IF GOVERNMENT ADVICE CHANGES. 

mailto:mike.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:otterfordphbookings@gmail.com
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Wednesday, December 1 at 2.30 pm (Doors open at 2 pm) 
and 7.30 pm (Doors open at 6.45 pm) 

 

The Father (12A) 
 

A man refuses all assistance from his daughter as he ages. As he tries 
to make sense of his changing circumstances, he begins to doubt his 
loved ones, his own mind and even the fabric of his reality.              
Admittedly not the cheeriest of subject matter, but a must-see for 
Hopkins’s Oscar and Bafta winning performance. Olivia Colman was 
Oscar-nominated as well. 
 
 

Why not have a take away from The York – fish and chips or 

something else to enjoy before the show with a drink from our 

bar. 

 

 

The new programme of films for January 2022 has yet to be announced 
to the Club organisers, so we are unable to give readers any advance   
information. It is a case of watch this space next month! 

Churchinford and District 

Village Hall’s Cinema Club  

Presents the following films: 
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WE 
ARE 

GOING 
TO HAVE 

A CHRISTMAS 
TREE FESTIVAL. 

CHURCHSTANTON 
CHURCH, DECEMBER 

17-24TH. INDIVIDUALS, 
FAMILIES &  BUSINESSES 

ARE  WELCOME TO  JOIN IN. 
WE PROVIDE A TREE ABOUT 1M 

TALL FOR WHICH  WE CHARGE £10. 
YOU PROVIDE THE POT AND DECORATE 
THE TREE EITHER FOR FAMILY FUN OR 

TO  ADVERTISE  YOUR BUSINESS AS YOU 
WISH. TREE LIGHTS  MUST BE WHITE, NON  

FLASHING & BATTERY OPERATED. TREES WILL 
BE AVAILABLE TO DECORATE 15-16TH DECEMBER. 

 

The Christmas Tree Festival will be open 17 - 24     
December, 10am - 4pm for public viewing, during which 
time tea and coffee will be available. 
 

For full details & to book a tree, please call: 
Jayne - 01823 421757, Shirley - 01823 601347 
or Alice - 01823 601300, as soon as possible. 
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OTTERFORD PARISH HALL COMMITTEE 
 

THE RETURN OF OUR ANNUAL 
 

NEW YEAR’S 
 

 
 

Saturday, 29
th

 January 2022 
Starts at 7.30pm 

 
Table of 6, £6 per person 

(includes a light Ploughman’s Supper) 
 

Pay Bar  
 

Call or email Marion Spon to reserve table 
 01460 234606, or otterfordphbookings@gmail.com  

  

LIMITED TO FOURTEEN TABLES –  
 

BOOK EARLY ! 
 

VENUE: 
 

OTTERFORD PARISH HALL 
IN BISHOPSWOOD, TA20 3RS 
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 Churchstanton Annual 

 

 followed by lunch of 

Soup & Rolls + Pudding 

(served at approximately 12.30 pm) 
 

Saturday, 8th January 2022 

meet at Churchinford Village Hall 

10.30 am 
 

 £6.00 per person 

(£3.00 per child) 
 

Do wear stout shoes! 
 

 All welcome 

 

If you can’t walk, 

just come and have lunch! 
 

All proceeds to 

Churchstanton Church funds 
 

For further information please contact: 

Alice Hodges: 01823 601300 
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By Timothy Tocher 

Santa needs new reindeer. 

The first bunch has grown old. 

Dasher has arthritis; 

Comet hates the cold. 

Prancer's sick of staring 

at Dancer's big behind. 

Cupid married Blitzen 

and Donder lost his mind. 

Dancer's mad at Vixen 

for stepping on his toes. 

Vixen's being thrown out— 

she laughed at Rudolph's nose. 

If you are a reindeer 

we hope you will apply. 

There is just one tricky part: 

You must know how to fly. 
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Churchinford Community Shop
Well, here we go again …

Unfortunately we have felt it necessary to re-instate some Covid restrict ions 
in the shop.

So for the safety of all please:

… Wear a mask

… Do not enter if the red light is on. Th is indicates that the maximum 
number of four customers is already inside the shop.

If you are isolating due to Covid, we can help with grocery shopping. Please 
contact  us, we are happy to help.

You may be aware that 2021 marked the tenth birthday of your Community 
shop, and we were very sad to feel it necessary to cancel our planned 
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birthday celebration (again). However, volunteer and member views must be 
respect ed, and many people felt that a large gathering would be inappropriate 
at this stage. We are hoping to hold a large summer event next year to make 
up for this.

Your shop is once again crammed full of seasonal goodies and is open until 
5pm on Christmas Eve for those last-minute items.

Full opening times can be found on p.9.

We wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 2022, 
hopefully next year will bring back some normality to our lives … Hopefully.

The Wednesday Club

After a lot of thought and worry, we decided to cancel the meetings for 
November and December. Th e numbers of COVID cases in the area are 
high and many members have been understandably nervous about coming 
to the meetings in the Hall. It seemed best to put the meetings on hold again 
and see what happens over the winter. 

We are very keen to look at the situation at Easter and start again then. We 
are so sorry about it, I know this has been very disappointing.  

As far as Christmas goes, we are going to repeat what happened last year 
- our helpers will be taking a free turkey dinner to all our members on 
December 8th so, although we won’t be having the companionship of lunch 
in the Hall, we will all be having a hot meal with lots of good wishes and 
knowing that we shall all be thinking about each other. I would like to wish 
you all a very Happy Christmas and a much better 2022.

Sally Milnes
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Blackdown Hills Gardening Club
On 20th Oct ober members of the Blackdown Hills Gardening Club gathered 
at the Churchinford Village Hall for the fi rst presentation for a very long 
time. Th e talk was presented by Jonny Hartnell, our very own club treasurer. 
Jonny is also the current chairman of Th e Nerine and Amaryllid Society 
and has a large collect ion of specimen plants. He provided an interesting 
talk illustrated with photographs of some wonderful fl owering bulbs in the 
amaryllid family. 

He was able to give valuable information on the diff erence between the 
hardy pink outdoor types and those which require winter protect ion in a 
greenhouse but come in a much wider range of colours including dark reds 
and oranges as well as some interesting blue bi-colours. His talk also covered 
some other species in this large family, and included some extremely rare 
snowdrops. Some tips on cultivation and common pests were also covered.

On the 17th November we had our pre Christmas-Social Evening with a 
talk from Duncan Small of Charlton Orchards. 

We do not have a December meeting but the Committee will be busy 
preparing a new programme for the New Year. During the winter months 
we normally have talks from local speakers on various gardening subject s. 
In the spring and summer a number of outings are arranged to notable 
gardens, both public and private, which prove an ideal opportunity to see 
what grows well in other people gardens and also enjoy a cream tea.

We will be circulating details of a new Programme for the fi rst six months of 
2022 in future CBO News publications and hope that we can re-enrol many 
existing members as well as attract  new members for a busy new year. For 
further details please contact  Tim Allen on 01823 601022.
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We work with our clients to 
understand their needs, support 
them effectively and deliver the 
best possible legal advice.

Whether it’s commercial or 
personal matters you need help 
and advice with, the only thing 
that really matters is you.

WELLINGTON
T: 01823 666622

TAUNTON
T: 01823 625800

Call one of our nearby offices 
and let’s have a proper chat.

www.porterdodson.co.uk

We’re all about listening, 
understanding and 
advising



54

Smeatharpe W.I.
On 27th Oct ober Smeatharpe WI met at Churchinford Village Hall.

Carole Long, our President welcomed everyone and after the formal part of 
our evening, Alex Leger, our guest speaker, was introduced to us. Alex spoke 
to us about, “Adventures Behind Th e Lens-Hot Rocks And High Places”.

Alex gave an interesting, entertaining if not scary experience of his times 
working at the BBC Television Centre as Direct or for Blue Peter. Alex showed 
us slides of John Noakes jumping out of an aeroplane and also climbing up 
Nelson’s Column in 1977. He also showed us slides of Mount Etna erupting 
in 1983. We also saw interesting slides of Th e Solomon Islands in 2001. Alex 
told us that he had learnt during his time at the BBC:

• be passionate about your work;

• try new ways of doing things;

• that change is coming, get used to it;

• make change fi t your expect ations;

• always listen to local advice.

Alex then off ered to sign his book Blue Peter Behind Th e Badge which he was 
selling during the evening. He also brought along Golden Age In Film by his 
colleague, Henry Farmer, also for sale.

Th e next meeting of Smeatharpe WI is on Wednesday, 24.11.21 at 7.30pm 
at Churchinford Village Hall. Our speaker will be Andy Lucker, speaking 
on “Catching Baggage Th ieves At Heathrow Airport”. Lady visitors are 
welcome to join us at our meeting (£4.00).

More information from:

Carole Long, President Tel: 01823 601382

Linda Sandy, Secretary Tel: 01823 602876
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Yarty Gardening Club
With the COP26 Climate Conference happening at the end of 
the month, it seemed a good time to invite Jolyon Chesworth, 
Head of Engagement with the Somerset Wildlife Trust to our 
Oct ober meeting, to give us an overview of recent changes to 
the climate and environment in our area and to suggest what 

we, as individuals, might be able to do to help look after nature in our own 
gardens.

We all know that global temperatures are rising due to the increased 
concentration of greenhouse gases in the Earth’s atmosphere caused by 
human act ivity. Jolyon began by sharing some statistics about changes in 
the levels of one of these gasses, CO2 (Carbon Dioxide). Since the church 
at Buckland St Mary was built around 1860, CO2 levels have increased by 
about 70%. Th ese levels are one of the reasons why there has been a 1.1-
1.2°C increase in temperature over pre-industrial averages with 19 of the 
hottest years occurring since 2000, and the warmest six years since 2015.

We have about 10 years to decrease our CO2 emissions to keep global 
temperature increases below 1.5°C. Th is is important because this is about 
the point where we will be likely to see many natural systems begin to cross 
dangerous points of no return, triggering lasting changes and transforming 
life as we know it. 

We are already seeing:

• More frequent and severe weather events - snow storms, cyclones, dust-
storms, wildfi res and fl oods.

• Rising sea levels - estimates of a rise by 2m by the end of the century 
(which would fl ood large areas of Somerset)

• Th e Siberian Arct ic experiencing temperatures of 48°C this summer. 
Th is is causing the permafrost to melt, releasing even more Carbon 
dioxide and methane into the atmosphere.

Sadly, with the current policies and promises in place we will be likely to 
exceed the all-important trigger temperature by 2050 which is why there is 
such an urgency for everyone to do their bit.
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THE YORK INN 
 

Honiton Road, Churchinford. TA3 7RF 
01823 601 333 

NOW AVAILABLE: UPSTAIRS FUNCTION ROOM WITH 
WIFI, PROJECTOR & SCREEN 

IDEAL FOR MEETINGS, PRIVATE PARTIES 

Country Pub offering a warm welcome 

Log Fire. Large selection of Ales including local brews, 
Games Room, Large screen TV. Monthly Meat Draw. Lots 

of Special Events. Good wholesome food using local 
ingredients lunchtime & evenings. Specials board & 

Homemade Pie Board. Takeaway. Sunday Roasts. 
Saturday Breakfast. Parties catered for. PPatio Area.  

Dogs Welcome 

 

Email:theyorkinn@yahoo.com 

www.yorkinn.co.uk 
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HEATHER SPARKS 
TEL/TEXT: 07561 498365 

EMAIL:  
fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk 

www.fitness4fun.wix.com/heather 

Looking for a keep-fit class …? 
Come along, socialise, meet new friends  

and have fun getting fit! 

WEDNESDAY 

9.30-10.30am 
The Village Hall  

Bishopswood  

Nr Chard, TA20 3RS 

THURSDAY 

9.30-10.30am 
Trident  Hall  

Galmington  

Taunton, TA1 5NN 

WEDNESDAY 

6 - 7pm 
West Monkton Village Hall  

Monkton Heathfield  

Taunton, TA2 8NE 

£6  per class      
Term Time Only 

No membership fees. 

RSA/OCR   Qualified Instructor 
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Alongside our climate crisis there is also an ecological emergency which 
is eight times less reported on. We are entering the age of the 6th mass 
extinct ion where species are going extinct  100 times faster than they would 
naturally and up to 1 million species are threatened with extinct ion within 
a decade. Between 1970 and 2016 there was a 68% global reduct ion in the 
population sizes of mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles, and fi sh.

We were shocked to hear that the UK is one of the world’s most nature-
depleted countries (189th out of 218). In the UK 1 in 7 species faces 
extinct ion including water voles, hedgehogs, puffi  ns, adders and eels. It is 
no wonder that many of our young people in particular are suff ering from 
Eco-anxiety.

Although it might be easy to become depressed about the state of the 
environment, it is important for our well-being to get out and see what we 
have on our doorstep now. 

Th ere are many ancient broad-leaved woodlands and wet woodlands close 
to us which we can enjoy, despite the problems we see with ash dieback-
associated felling along roads and footpaths. Th e pattern and number 
of hedges in this area remains mostly unchanged from the time of the 
enclosures and hedgerows are important for storing carbon, managing water 
and off ering wildlife food and shelter. Local grasslands such as Jan Hobbs 
and Bishopswood Meadows also store carbon but are also great paces to 
explore for wildfl owers and fungi. We are also lucky to have the beautiful 
Otterford Lakes on our doorstep and freshwater habitats too in the Rivers 
Yarty and Otter. 

Sir David Attenborough said that “no one will protect  what they don't care 
about; and no one will care about what they have never experienced”. Jolyon 
encouraged us to explore our local natural environments and explained that 
the Somerset Wildlife Trust is hoping that many more people will act  locally 
for nature’s recovery as small things add up to make a diff erence.

So, what can we as gardeners do:

• Get to know the wildlife in your garden and share any exciting fi ndings 
e.g. with the Somerset Environmental Records Centre;

• Plant fl owers and herbs for pollinating insect s, remembering to provide 



60



61

a night-time feast for moths too by planting some night-scented fl owers;

• Leave some areas of grass uncut to create a mini jungle for beetles and 
other small creatures to wander and where sparrows and goldfi nches can 
come to feed on the seeds.

• Plant a hedge or manage existing hedges sensitively by trimming once 
a year, preferably in winter and defi nitely not in the nesting season. 
Maintain an A shape, broad at the base and grow a variety of plants 
along the hedge bottom, e.g. dog’s violet, garlic mustard and hedge 
woundwort. It will become a wildlife haven;

• Don’t tidy up too much – leave leaf litter and seed heads to attract  
hedgehogs, birds, small mammals, and insect s;

• Create homes for wildlife by putting up bird and bat boxes, creating log 
piles or beetle bumps and providing water, either by digging a pond or 
planting up half a barrel or a washing up bowl;

• Avoid using pesticides and composts containing peat;

• Save water in water butts and be careful about what goes down the 
drain;

• Share your love of wildlife with other people perhaps by supporting 
Wilder Buckland or joining an act ivity organized by the Somerset 
Wildlife Trust;

Th e next meeting of the Yarty Gardening Club is on Th ursday 9th December 
at 7.30 pm in Otterford Parish Hall, Bishopswood. Th is will be our 
Christmas Social preceded by a short AGM. Please come along, (with a plate 
of something delicious to eat and/or share) as we celebrate the Christmas 
season as well as the joy of returning to Gardening Club.

Pauline Bartlett
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Your local, 
established, 
renewable 

energy installer

www.lightworkenergy.co.uk
patrick@lightworkenergy.co.uk
01460 234930      07909 111629

Elm End, Hare Lane, Buckland St. Mary, TA20 3JS

SOLAR PANELS & HEAT PUMPS
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Buckland St Mary 100 Club Winners – October 2021
Amount Number Name
£20 4 Andrew Bell
£15 7 Colin Board
£10 19 Elizabeth Farmer
£5 47 Sam Pillay

Upcoming Concerts
All these Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra Concerts are held in the Great 
Hall at the University commencing at 7:30pm.

21st January 

Prokofi ev: Lieutenant Kijé Suite 
Rachmaninov: Symphony No.2 
Conduct or: Kirill Karabits

10th February

Wagner: Tannhäuser Overture 
Beethoven: Piano Concerto No.4 
Dvořák: Symphony No.8 
Conduct or: Case Scaglione
Piano: Federico Colli

24th February

Beethoven: Th e Creatures of Prometheus Overture
Sibelius: Violin Concerto
Tchaikovsky: Symphony No.6 Pathétique
Conduct or: Gergely Madaras
Violin: Simone Lamsma

7th April

Karayev: Suite from 
Th e Seven Beauties
Ali-Zadeh: Cosmology 
(world première)
Shostakovich: Symphony 
No.12 Th e Year 1917
Conduct or: Kirill Karabits
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Guitar Lessons 

Electric, Acoustic, Bass, Classical and Ukulele lessons available 

Lessons from a London College of Music Guitar Examiner, professional guitarist and 
contributor to Guitar Techniques Magazine  
 
Taught from dedicated space in Buckland St. Mary 

harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com 

01460 234829.   07928 590269 

www.harrisonmarsh.co.uk

Our thatching life …

featuring Ferrari the Th atcher, Daisy his apprentice and animals various …

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas in Northay at the moment, as the 
clients’ dogs were out today in their Christmas jumpers. Th e spaniel in a 
Christmas tree number complete with baubles, and the long-suff ering collie 
in a panda outfi t. Perhaps I need to get a Santa costume for myself, and how 
about Daisy as an Elf? Turns out she used to be an elf at LEGOLAND, but 
I’ll let you ask her about that! Th at aside, the usual dash to the Christmas 
fi nish line has been somewhat dulled by the damage caused from the heavy 
rain showers. By now many of you will have fallen foul of the road through 
Northay or at Moorhayne; each of them just washed away overnight, with 
great sheets of tarmac just fl oated into the banks and hedges, and great 
heaps of rubble mounded up faster than a team of road workers with two 
shovels and ten cups of tea could manage. Seeing that, you can imagine 
what the rain is doing to roofs. It’ll partly be that this just happens to be a 
year when all our clients’ roofs have reached a certain age at once, but there’s 
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no doubt in my mind that the weight of the rainstorms has hastened leaks 
to many. We’ve worked overtime to both patch or cover people’s leaks and 
continue on the job we are on, but we still haven’t got to everyone yet. I will 
say it’s the fi rst time in ages that I have felt a bit under pressure! For now, we 
just get up a bit earlier and keep ploughing on.

A friend of ours is helping Daisy with the cider selling, so after a couple of 
months of no Daisy at all, I am beginning to see her back helping me, which 
has pleased us both. Mind you, the cider selling has brought fame at last 
… blink and you’ll miss it, but there she is in James Crowden’s book Cider 
Country and mention of her as a thatcher too!

We did steal a day to pour the concrete fl oor in Daisy’s barn, helped by my 
Tom and Daisy’s Lulah with friends Gus and Stuart too. It looks almost 
perfect  but for the four neat paw prints of a cat who leaped in, thought better 
of it, and leaped out again. Th e cows have been watching with interest, the 
calf now looking very well and the most beautiful dark mahogany colour; 
his coat so thick that ducking under the elect ric fence didn’t seem to trouble 
him. Lucky we didn’t fi nd his four paw prints in the concrete!

When it’s too dark to thatch, I’ve been working on the trailer and the 4x4 
getting ready to take the piglets to market next week. Th ey were a funny 
lot, slow to start and not so curious as the Gloucester Old Spot crosses but 
they’ve taken on a good size now.

So there we are, we are dug in for the dash to Christmas, hoping to get 
everyone dry, and the Northay house fi nished; Daisy will be hoping to get 
the masses buying a bottle of Bollhayes for their Christmas tipple; I’m hoping 
for snow as that’s got to be better than the rain. Whatever the weather, here’s 
to you and yours this winter, may you stay warm and dry!
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Jon Dagger 

Cooker / Kitchen 

Appliance Engineer 

Based in Hemyock 
Over 35 years experience with  

many manufacturers  
inc. Rangemaster, Hotpoint, 

Cannon and most others 
 

Repairs to range-type or 
built-in or freestanding cookers, 
washing machines, dishwashers 

 
07725 852322 
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Suitable for young or old, stiff or flexible, fit or not!

 IYENGAR ® YOGA
Classes at Otterford Parish Hall

with

Tanya Devonshire-Jones
® yoga

® used with permission of BKS IYENGAR, Trade Mark Owner.
TM

Mondays:
Wednesdays:
Fridays:

Please bring a folded blanket and a yoga mat. Other equipment is available. 
Please pay via my website or contactless on the door. 

www.tanyayogateacher.co.uk
Please phone or email me if you have any queries.

07903 079939   tanya.yogateacher@gmail.com
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Yarcombe & District Young Farmers

Oct ober has certainly been a very busy month for young 
farmers. Th e start of the month we had our new offi  cers 
meeting, thanking the past year’s offi  cers and welcoming 
in the new offi  cers for the year. We have had several 
meetings in village halls, discussing upcoming events.

Competitions have started back again, two teams from 
the club participated in the Brainstrust speaking competition on the 7th 
of Oct ober. An intermediate and senior team were entered, well done to 
the Senior team who came 4th and the 
intermediate team coming 6th. Some 
members participating in their fi rst 
speaking competition. Will Vining, Moly 
David and Adam Burrough went onto 
the county round on the 29th Oct ober to 
represent in the East Devon team, coming 
fi rst, congratulations.

We held our new members meeting on the 
18th Oct ober at Yarcombe village hall where 55 people turned up. It was 
fantastic to see a busy hall again for a meeting and getting back to normal 
times and young farmers doing what they do best. A great evening was had 
by all meeting new members, learning about young farmers, and having fun 
playing games, a lot of laughs was had by all.

Sports competitions have started back again. On the 26th Oct ober the club 
took two teams to the county ten-
pin bowling competition, at Exeter. 
A fun and competitive evening was 
had by all and well done to those 
who took part. Also, on the 7th 
November two teams played sports: 
girls team playing netball and boys 
team playing football, well done to 
all those who took part.
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Th e next couple of months are looking to be busy ones again, pract ising for 
pantomime, several balls coming up and other social events and competitions 
to all get involved with as a club.

If anyone would like to get involved in Yarcombe Young Farmers, we would 
love you to join in our act ivities and become a member.

If anyone has any further questions and would like to become involved with 
Young Farmers, please contact  our Chairman Jack Tomlinson on 07712 
479384, or our Secretary Emily Dunster on 07368 654447. We have our 
club meetings every other week in either Yarcombe or Upottery Village hall 
8pm start.

Natalie Sampson
Press Secretary

Somerset NHS Foundation Trust

Clinicians who care for patients with dementia and delirium are now able 
to access additional support, thanks to a new specialist dementia nurse role 
introduced across Somerset NHS Foundation Trust. Th e new specialist 
role covers Musgrove Park Hospital and Somerset’s community hospitals, 
providing clinicians on wards with clinical advice.

Becky Furzer, who was previously 
ward sister on a care of the elderly 
ward – Eliot ward at Musgrove 
Park Hospital – has been appointed 
to the role and is looking forward 
to developing exciting project s to 
improve the care of patients with 
dementia and delirium.

“I’m really excited to have started 
this fantastic new role,” she said. “I 
have so many exciting project s in mind to improve the care of people with 
dementia and ensure they get a better experience of our services.
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“One of the fi rst areas I want to focus on is helping to ensure that our patients’ 
privacy and dignity is respect ed while they are in our care. It would be so 
much better if we encouraged our patients to get out of their hospital bed 
and get dressed. Th is will not only help them to remain in a better physical 
condition, but also give them a better sense of themselves as a person rather 
than a patient in hospital. I’m confi dent that with small changes like this 
we can help to reduce patients’ length of stay in hospital, as well as the stress 
level of the patient and their family or carers.”

Becky has been a nurse at Musgrove Park Hospital for just over 10 years, 
mainly on care of the elderly and stroke wards.

“Most recently I was the ward sister on Eliot ward, so over the years I 
have developed a wealth of knowledge about patients with dementia and 
delirium,” she continued.

“Th roughout my nursing career I’ve had a keen interest in the care of elderly 
patients as I love the challenges that can present.

“While the role doesn’t involve one-to-one care with individual patients, 
I provide advice on diff erent cohorts of patients, particularly if they 
are experiencing behavioural diffi  culties or struggling with the hospital 
environment; for example, if they’ve had to be isolated due to infect ion 
control.

“We know that the involvement of a patient’s carer(s) is key to meeting their 
needs so I’m also available to support carers if they have any questions or 
need advice.

“As the proposed merger with Yeovil Hospital takes shape, I’ve also been 
linking in with my dementia colleagues in Yeovil to share best pract ice and 
learn from each other about how we care for patients with dementia and 
delirium.

“It has been fantastic to work so closely with Yeovil Hospital colleagues and 
has led us to jointly develop the fi rst ever dementia strategy that covers the 
whole of Somerset’s NHS community.

“It really feels that we are very much part of a bigger team and because of 
this we can learn from each other to make improvements to delirium and 
dementia care.
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BIRD TABLES & 
GARDEN PLANTERS

Free local 
delivery 

Planters & Troughs 
Bat Boxes 

Bird Tables & Boxes 
Hedgehog Houses 

Log Stores
www.blackdownwoodcrafts.co.uk 

01823 601116 / 07711 504791
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“Another important part of the role is promoting continuity of care across 
our trust, which can only benefi t our patients who may be seen in a variety of 
diff erent settings. Again, we link in with Yeovil Hospital colleagues on this, 
particularly for patients in our southern and eastern Somerset community 
hospitals.”

Bracken Birthing Centre

Th e League of Friends at Musgrove Park joined with the hospital’s midwives 
on Friday 5 November to declare the new Bracken Birthing Centre offi  cially 
open.

During the COVID-19 pandemic the centre underwent a £300k upgrade, 
funded by the League of Friends, to give parents-to-be in Taunton and 
Somerset access to modern, state-of-the-art birthing facilities.

It was thanks to a unique Toad Trail fundraising campaign run by the 
hospital’s League of Friends in the summer of 2019 that captured the 
imagination of people in Taunton and the surrounding area.

Th e Toad Trail raised £50,000 with a further £250,000 coming from legacy 
donations left to the League of Friends for the benefi t of patients.

Since the upgraded centre reopened in Oct ober 2020, midwives have 
welcomed over 530 babies into the world – three in fi ve of who were born 
in one of the two new birthing pools. And many other women also chose to 
use the pools for support and comfort during their labour.

Th e birthing centre upgrade is one of the fi rst parts of Musgrove 2030 – the 
ambitious programme to transform the hospital’s facilities and ensure people 
are cared for in the right place to meet their health needs – to be completed.

Over the last year colleagues in Musgrove’s maternity team have received 
very positive feedback from families about the centre in its fi rst year since 
the major refurbishment.

One new mum said: “Th ank you to the Bracken midwives for my second 
amazing birth experience at the centre. Our midwife was incredible and 
so caring and accommodating, making the birth experience amazing. 
Alongside my husband, she was best support ever, listening to my every word 
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and keeping everything exact ly how I wanted it. I would 100% recommend 
Bracken and waterbirth to any lady – thank you a million times over.”

Another family who used the centre said: “Th ank you to the amazing team 
at Bracken for the safe birth of my second little boy – he was born in one 
of the beautiful pools. I always wanted a water birth but sadly didn’t get 
one with my fi rst. We enjoyed wonderful uninterrupted time after the birth 
to relax and bond while the midwives supported us. Despite the current 
COVID climate I couldn’t fault the team at Bracken Birthing Centre and 
their care.”

And another mum said: “My experience in Bracken Birth Centre was above 
and beyond my expect ations. I don’t have enough words to describe the 
amazing treatment I had from everyone and how confi dent they made me 
feel walking into the birth centre. In such diffi  cult and uncertain moments 
for a woman and her family, this is defi nitely what you want to fi nd.”

Philippa Quinn, sister responsible for Bracken Birthing Centre, said:

“A year on from re-opening during the pandemic we are delighted to have 
cut the ribbon to offi  cially open the new Bracken Birthing Centre. We are 
delighted to have supported over 500 births in our modernised birth centre 
since we have reopened. We look forward to many more wonderful births 
in the future.

“Many women tell us that they love the experience of a water birth, so we 
listened to this feedback and set out to create more choice for women in 
the area by adding another birthing pool. We didn’t stop there as thanks to 
the amazing support from our League of Friends and its donors, we were 
able to completely refurbish Bracken Birthing Centre, giving women and 
their families a better experience in a more homely environment. Women 
in Somerset now have access to six birthing pools – two on Bracken, two at 
our Mary Stanley birthing unit in Bridgwater and one on each of the labour 
wards at Musgrove Park and Yeovil hospitals.

“We wanted to create a ‘home from home’ feel at Bracken so we now have two 
birthing rooms, complete with a pool, act ive birth couches, en suite shower 
rooms, temperature control and mood lighting. We also have a dedicated 
Woodlands assessment room where women can be seen for appointments 
before and after the birth.
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“We want to again extend a huge thank you to our League of Friends for the 
amazing Toad Trail fundraising campaign, which proved a real hit a couple 
of years ago. Without the League’s support we wouldn’t have been able to 
achieve this upgrade so soon.”

Peter Renshaw, Chairman of the League of Friends, said: “I’m delighted 
that the League was able to fully fund the refurbishment of the Bracken 
Birthing Centre as part of our 60th Anniversary. Th e League of Friends 
Musgrove Park Hospital are grateful for the continued support from the 
public through donations and legacies.”
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Taking care of your loved ones with the dignity and respect that they deserve

Culmstock Road, 
Hemyock, EX15 3RJ

07860 390002
24 hours a day

50 Fore Street, 
Cullompton, EX15 1LB

01884 32855
9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

pringandson@aol.com

Proud provider of Golden Charter Plans www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk

1895 - 2020

4th Generation
Independent Family Business

A complete personal service to suit your wishes, 
arrangements can be made in the comfort 

of your own home.

Serving the Blackdown Hills and Culm Valley

Hemyock Funeral Directors
Est 1895
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22 November 2021 : Council news, Community, Housing news 

Green Homes Grant Scheme 
Residents across Sedgemoor and Somerset West and Taunton council areas can 
benefit from free energy efficiency improvements worth up to £10,000 thanks to 
receiving a share of a multi-million pound Government-funded programme, led by 
West of England Combined Authority, working with E.ON and Happy Energy 
Solutions. 

Under the Green Homes Grants Scheme, owner occupiers will benefit from energy 
efficiency installations up to the value of £10,000 with nothing for them to pay 
towards the costs of works. 

Tenants of rented properties can also access grants of up to £5,000 for energy 
efficiency upgrades, but the landlord will be expected to contribute at least one third 
towards the cost of works. 

Nigel Dewbery, Director of Residential Solutions at E.ON, said: 

“We’re really pleased to be working with the South West Energy Hub to give eligible 
residents the opportunity to install a range of energy efficiency measures on their 
properties. 

“This demonstrates E.ON’s commitment to helping improve the energy efficiency of 
housing across the UK and reducing individual homeowners’ impact on the 
environment, all helping to support our net-zero targets”. 

To be eligible for the grants the residents of the property must have a low income 
(receive benefits or have a household income below £30,000 per annum) and the 
EPC for the property must be rated D, E, F or G. If there is no EPC for your property, 
you can still apply - it doesn’t matter who your energy supplier is. 

If you’re struggling to keep your home warm and you think you might be eligible for 
some help, you can submit an application at heatsomerset.co.uk. 
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Guillaume Dijon Telephone: 01823 421 049 
Ringborough House Mobile: 07892 406 096 
Churchinford, Taunton TA3 7EB Email: gdijon@consultant.com 

RINGBOROUGH DESIGN AND PLANNING 
 

Helping you build 
your dream home 
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Valid until 31.12.2021
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Maths Tuition 
GCSE and A level Maths Tuition from Maths Post Graduate with Ten Years 
Experience in One To One Tuition. 

All Lessons Tailored to the Individual, taught in a dedicated teaching space in 
Buckland St. Mary. 

DBS Checked. 

01460 234829   07928 590269 

harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com

Subscription Information
Even though we have now returned to print, a signifi cant number of our 
readers have said that they like having CBO News sent direct ly to their 
emails.

Please go to the website www.cbonews.org.uk and click on ‘Subscriptions’.

Th is will take you to a page where in the left-hand column you need to click 
on ‘Register for CBO News’

Remember: CBO News online is free and in full colour
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CBO News 

TO PAY SUBSCRIPTIONS ONLINE

We have introduced BACS payments for those who wish to use this facility to pay 
their subscriptions. Th is is up and running and is merely an additional method of 
paying, it does NOT REPLACE CASH OR CHEQUES for those who still prefer 
to use them.

TO MAKE A BACS PAYMENT

Using your own bank’s online facilities, pay £10 into the account detailed as below. 
Th is is a single payment for 12 months and not a direct  debit mandate. 

When making a payment, please use the following format as the reference number 
so that we know it is you who has subscribed:

XXXPOSTCODE

Where XXX is your three letter parish code followed by your postcode: 

• CHU  for Churchinford and Churchstanton
• BSM  for Buckland and Blackwater
• OTT  for Otterford and Bishopswood
• PIT  for Pitminster and Corfe 
For example: for someone living in Churchinford, their payment reference would 
typically be as follows: CHUTA37RD
For someone living in Buckland it would typically be like this: BSMTA203SJ
For someone living in Otterford it would typically be like this: OTTTA203RS
For a Pitminster subscriber it would typically be like this: PITTA37AZ

If you are making payment for someone else or for more than one subscription, 
please tell your distributor that you will be doing so, as there is not the facility 
to add this extra detailed information to an online payment. Of course, we 
will continue to accept cash and cheques. It is just that for ease of processing, 
cheque or BACS/online payment is preferable, with cash payment being the more 
time-consuming method to process. Th e intention is to make subscribing more 
convenient for everyone who is comfortable using whatever means they prefer.

Our account details for payments are as follows:

Lloyds Bank Account name: CBO News

Sort code: 30-98-97 Account No: 74317260
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Advertising in the CBO News - Scale of Charges
Size of advertisement in millimetres Monthly Annually

B/W   Colour

Pink Pages 

(no commercial 

advertisements)
(1/4 x A5 Size) 124w x 44h (Landscape) £7 £47      £80 N/A
(1/4 x A5 Size) 61w x 91h (Portrait) £7 £47      £80 N/A
(1/2 x A5 Size) 124w x 91h (Landscape) £16 £78      £150 £2
(A5 Size) 124w x 185h (Portrait) £23 £125    £280 £4
The CBO News accepts no liability for:
     1.  Any claims made by advertisers.
     2.  Any errors or omissions in the advertisement as submitted by the advertiser.
     3.  Any legal action as a result of the advertisement.
Acceptance of an advert into the Pink Pages is at the discretion of the CBO News
editorial team. We seek to uphold the purpose of the Pink Pages - namely to support 
local charities, community groups and clubs, fund-raising activities, and non-commercial 
activities, either taking place in the CBO parishes, or in the wider area where they may 
be deemed to be of interest to our readers - by charging a nominal advertising fee that 
is refl ective of the non-commercial nature of the event taking place.

Copy deadlines for the January 2022 issue: 

Adverts: noon, Tuesday 7th December 2021

Editorial: noon, Tuesday 14th December 2021

Editor:    Jon Mayled - 1 Stephens Cottages, Buckland St Mary, TA20 3SL  
   email: editors@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234181

Advertising Manager &  Josh Strickland - Beech House, Bishopswood, TA20 3RS
Treasurer:  e-mail: adverts@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234144

Pink Pages:   Dave Jefferies - email: pinkpages@cbonews.org.uk

Subscription Managers:  Churchstanton - Pat Stenning - 1 Lambpark Court, Churchinford, TA3 7PL
   Tel: 01823 602926

   Buckland St Mary - Bill Butt - Old Post Offi ce, Buckland St Mary, Chard,
   TA20 3SJ Tel: 01460 234225

   Otterford - Penny Gale - Lower Fyfett Barn, Otterford, Chard, TA20 3QP
   Tel: 01823 601577

Cover Photo:  © Oliver Hellowell 2021
       https://www.facebook.com/OliverHellowellPhotographer/

The CBO News team is nominated by the Parish Councils & Parochial Church Councils of 
Churchstanton, Buckland St Mary & Otterford. The Editor’s decision to publish is fi nal. 

Opinions expressed are those of the contributors not the editorial team.
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The Blackdown Practice
Hemyock      Surgery & DIspensary       Churchinford   Dunkeswell
Monday:      08.00 - 18.30*  15.00 - 18.00   08.30 - 12.30
        15.00 - 18.00
Tuesday:      08.00 - 18:30*  08.30 - 12.30   08.30 - 12.30
    15.00 - 18.00     
Wednesday:    08.00 - 18.30*  08.30 - 12.30   08.30 - 12.30
         15.00 - 18.00
Thursday:      08.00 - 18.30*  08.30 - 12.30   08.30 - 12.30
    15.00 - 18.00 
Friday:      08.00 - 18.30*  08.30 - 12.30   08.30 - 12.30

Saturday:      08:00 - 11:00
    
 * Hemyock dispensary is closed between 1.00 and 2.00.

Hemyock:    Appointments & enquiries  01823 680206
    Dispensary    01823 680007
    Fax (Repeat prescriptions)  01823 680680
Churchinford:   Appointments & enquiries  01823 681700
Dunkeswell:   Appointments & Dispensary  01823 681720
Blackdown Support Group:   Elizabeth McNabb   01823 681036

Church View Surgery
Monday:     8.00 - 6.30
Tuesday:     8.00 - 6.30
Wednesday:   8.00 - 6.30 
Thursday:     8.00 - 6.30
Friday:     8.00 - 6.30
    
    Appointments & enquiries  01460 55300
    Dispensary   01460 55511

Hospitals: Musgrove Park 01823 333444 Chard & District  01460 238220
 Honiton & District 01404 540540 St Margaret’s Hospice  01823 259394
 Yeovil & District 01935 475122

Police
Buckland St Mary

(Chard Rural)

Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant:  Rob Jameson
Chard Rural PC:   Alan Hollick
Police Community Support Offi cers:  Michelle Haines (Supervisor)
    Gareth Hallington 
    
Neighbourhood Watch:  Neil Arnold - neil.j.arnold@gmx.co.uk

Churchstanton & Otterford
(East Taunton & Rural)

Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant: Charmaine Dyne
Police Community Support Offi cers: Tony Wearmouth 07889 655312
    Steve Chapman steve.chapman@avonand somerset.police.uk
Partnership Support Offi ce:  Emma Tyson

Non-urgent reporting: 101 - if something is URGENT (burglary / fi ght in progress etc.) ring 999
0800-55111 To report suspicious activity and intelligence matters anonymously through Crime stoppers
Email: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact-us/
Website: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk 
Letters: Taunton Police Station, The Deane House, Belvedere Road, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1HE
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Useful Contact Details

Please contact us if you have any changes you would like us to make to this list.
Churchstanton: http://www.churchstantonpc.co.uk

Somerset West & Taunton District  Councillor – Ross Henley   01823 665988 
                                   Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Ian Firth         Cllr.I.Firth@churchstantonpc.co.uk 0781 3214535
Clerk to the Parish Council - Julie Wardle clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk  01823 299788
Village Hall bookings - Linda Knowles     07956960661
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris                    01823 421395
Churchstanton Primary School: Head Teacher - Claire Halstead                    01823 601354
             SCH.105@educ.somerset.gov.uk
Churchinford Community Shop      01823 601026
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper      01823 601347
Tower Captain - Ian Hooper      01823 601347

Buckland St Mary: http://www.buckland-st-mary.org.uk

South Somerset District Councillors – Jenny Kenton     07921 574019  
                       jenny.kenton@southsomerset.gov.uk
          – Martin Wale                     01460 65190
                                                                      martin.wale@southsomerset.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Keith Every     01460 234620
Clerk to the Parish Council - Veronica Moore                vmmoore21@hotmail.co.uk
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board                     01460 234200
Neighbourhood Watch - Neil Arnold      01460 234693
Buckland St Mary C.E. Primary School: CEO - Suzanne Flack    01460 234251
Executive Head of School - Steve Morton               http://www.bucklandstmaryceprimaryschool.sch.uk
Tower Captain - Keith Every                       01460 234620

Otterford: http://otterfordparishcouncil.org

Somerset West & Taunton District  Councillor – Ross Henley   01823 665988 
                                    Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Mike Canham     01460 234639
            mike.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Clerk to the Parish Council - Penny Hart                    01460 234639
Village Hall bookings - Marian Spon     01460 234606
            otterfordphbookings@gmail.com 
The Hub - Communications - Peter Naylor                     01823 601106
Churchwarden - David Ruthven      01823 601455

General:
Somerset County Councillor (Buckland St Mary) - Amanda Broom   01460 62102
Somerset County Councillor (Otterford & Churchstanton) - John Thorne  01823 663146 
                    JBThorne@somerset.gov.uk

Bishopswood Chapel
Chris Sussex       01460 234270

Blackdown Benefi ce
Rector - Revd Jim Fallon  revfallon@btinternet.com  01823 421757
Curate - Revd Nick Jerrett  nickjerrett@yahoo.co.uk  07919 577250

Blackdown Hills AONB - Katherine Findlay     01823 680682
                            katherine.fi ndlay@devon.gov.uk 
TDBC Health Response Unit      01823 356337
Wessex Water                      0845 6004600
Bristol Water       0800 373501
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The forward-thinking independent school creating caring, 
ambitious and well-educated boys and girls.

A Centre of  Excellence for Performing Arts 
At Queen’s we pride ourselves on achieving 
production quality far above that which is  
normally associated with the ‘school play’.
•  Dedicated teachers and practitioners with  

professional industry experience
• In-house artistic director
• 570 seat theatre – the largest in the region
• Full blackout drama studio
• Large, well-equipped dance studio

Performing Arts and Music scholarships 
available.

Contact our friendly admissions team

01823 340830
admissions@queenscollege.org.uk 

www.queenscollege.org.uk

N U R S E RY  •  P R E - P R E P  •  P R E P  •  S E N I O R  •  S I X T H  F O R M

“Queen’s truly nurtures talent  
and it has instilled within me a love  

of performing and music that is sure  
to last a lifetime.”
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