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Call us today: 01823 480 338 | Email: info@hatchgreencoaches.co.uk
Hatch Green Coaches | Hatch Green Garage, Taunton, Somerset, TA3 6TN

www.hatchgreencoaches.co.uk

Private Coach Hire

Hire one of our luxury coaches to take 
your club or group on a day out or to a 

professional drivers look forward to wealth of knowledge to ensure your 

PLEASE CONTACT US TO BOOK TODAY

M.O.T. Service

Day Trips from Hatch Green Coaches
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Editorial

While the editor welcomes material for publication in the CBO News, it is not guaranteed that any item will be 
included or will appear in a particular edition. Th e right to edit or shorten any items which are used is reserved. 

Publication is in good faith and does not imply accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed.

Dear Readers,

Our second print edition this year! We hope you’re enjoying having a ‘real’ 
copy of the magazine once more.

Subscriptions are now due and must be paid by 12th Oct ober at the latest 
if you wish to receive the November issue. We have decided to extend the 
deadline to 12th Oct ober and are doing everything we can to ensure that 
this edition reaches you early. From November we will only be printing 
suffi  cient numbers based on payments to avoid unnecessary waste and 
money.

Th e copy price will increase to £1 (£10 for a year) and subscriptions can be 
paid by cash, cheque or BACS. Full details are on pp. 90-91. Also, on p.90 
are details of how to have each edition sent to you free by email. Alternatively 
you can follow the download link on the webpage https://www.cbonews.
org.uk.

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness, 
   Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun; 
Conspiring with him how to load and bless 
   With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run; 
To bend with apples the moss’d cottage-trees, 
   And fi ll all fruit with ripeness to the core; 

      To Autumn - John Keats
Until next month

Jon, Josh & Dave
IMPORTANT NOTICE

We are still urgently seeking a Treasurer and Advertising Manager for 
CBO News. If you are looking for a fairly straightforward post(s) with the 
delight of being unpaid, please contact us at editors@cbonews.org.uk or 
on 01460-234181.
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Th e Chapel Missionary Off ering on 3rd October for Harambee for Kenya

3rd October 10.30 - Speaker Ray White (C)

10th October 10.30 - Speaker Trevor Goss

17th October 10.30 - Harvest Service - Speaker Alan Blake

24th October 10.30 - Speaker Simon Edser

31st October 10.30 - Desmond Gahan

  Tea together 5.00pm Speaker Desmond Gahan at 6.00pm

Macmillan Coff ee Morning at the Chapel 
10.30am-12.00 noon - Saturday 9th Oct ober

For further details please contact  
Chris Sussex - 01460 234270

Blackdown Benefi ce Services - October 2021

Bishopswood Chapel

All are Benefi ce services

3rd October 1030 Pitminster - Harvest Service with Holy Communion
Trinity XXIII (G)

10th October 1030 Corfe - Holy Communion
Trinity XXIV (G) 1900 Buckland St Mary - Harvest Festival with cheese & cider supper

17th October 1030 Otterford - Holy Communion
Trinity XXV (G)

24th October 1030 Churchstanton - Holy Communion
Trinity XXVI (G)

31st Oct ober 1030 Birchwood - Holy Communion
Trinity XXVII (G)

Evening Worship by Zoom continues on Sundays at 5pm. 
For a weekly link contact Rev Jim Fallon
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Jim’s Thought

As our lives slowly return to some form of normality and once more we can 
enjoy meeting with friends and enjoying good company, I want to off er a 
refl ect ion on hospitality in the bible.

Much of the landscape that Jesus travelled was rugged and unforgiving: 
rocky hills with little water, forbidding desert, scorching temperatures for 
most of the year. 

Travel could be dangerous, so hospitality to the traveller was an ongoing 
need and a sacred duty. 

Th e New Testament is full of images and stories of hospitality and receiving 
guests, both those already known as friends and those strangers who are 
taken in and transformed into guests. 

Among nomadic tribes, the guest comes under the protect ion of the host. 
Th e important elements of hospitality include the opportunity for cleansing 
dusty feet, scented oil to soften dried skin and mask odours of the road, 
food, shelter, security, and companionship, the latter incidentally in biblical 
times meant literally someone with whom we break bread!

When Jesus sends out disciples on mission, they are to lodge in the houses 
where they are welcomed. Jesus’ vision of mission is impossible without this 
reciprocity, the reception of those who are sent by those who receive them 
(Matt 10:11, Mark 6:10, Luke 9:4). 

In the case of hospitality refused, the disciples are to move on.

Th e many stories of banquets in the Gospels presuppose the pract ice of 
hospitality, for example, the great dinner (Matt 22:1-10; Luke 14:15-24) or 
the celebration of the return of the younger son (Luke 15:22-32). 

Th ese banquets in biblical perspect ive open horizons toward the kingdom 
of heaven. How is ultimate happiness imagined—as a banquet in which 
everyone is happy and fulfi lled (Luke 22:30), or as the celebration of a 
marriage (Rev 19:9)?

Jesus is himself the important guest in the Gospels. Th ere is a wrong way 
to receive him, typifi ed by Simon the Pharisee, who treats him poorly by 
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off ering neither water for foot washing nor oil for anointing nor gesture 
of welcome, while the “sinner” woman who enters uninvited receives him 
correct ly (Luke 7:36-50). 

Later, Paul and other itinerant missionaries rely on the hospitality of those 
who receive them as they journey from city to city. 

Th e Lord’s Supper was celebrated primarily, though not exclusively, in 
private homes that would become centres of hospitality and evangelization. 

At Philippi, Lydia, a merchant of purple cloth, is mesmerized by Paul’s 
preaching and insists that he accept her hospitality in her home that will 
become a centre of faith (Act s 16:14-15, Act s 16:40). 

In the miraculous noct urnal delivery of Paul and Silas from prison in Philippi, 
the jailer, himself saved from suicide by Paul’s quick act ion, responds by 
taking them into his own home, where in the middle of the night he and 
his household give the apostles medical attention and food (Act s 16:29-34). 
Here, hospitality is the expression of a desire to repair the damage of the past 
and continue the relationship.

Th e hearers of the Letter to the Hebrews are warned of the importance 
of pract icing hospitality: some have in this way received angels without 
knowing (Heb.13:2; compare Gen 18:1-15). 

At the very end of the Bible, hospitality is still an issue: Laodicea, one of 
the seven cities featured in Revelation, is asked to receive the risen Jesus as a 
guest who will come for dinner (Rev 3:20). 

Wherever you journey, I hope you travel well and are greeted warmly, and 
I do hope my thought will encourage you to ask yourselves once more, are 
we a welcoming community and even more importantly are we ready and 
willing to receive Jesus into our lives? 

Jim

(Taken in part from Carolyn Osiek, Hospitality in the New Test ament)
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Thoughts from Bishopswood
Last month I explained a little of what many Christians’ favourite verse in 
the Bible means. Nowadays it is about the only verse that you can guarantee 
that they will know. Remembering back to the days when I was a new 
Christian there were a number of verses that we were expect ed to know. It 
again was the Gospel in a nutshell but this time in taking four verses from 
the Bible it was meant to be more thorough and convince more people.

First we had: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

Th en we had: Th e wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Th irdly: For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is 
not your own doing; it is the gift of God,

And fi nally: Th ere is therefore now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus.

Th e purpose of knowing these was that we should be able to reel them out 
to explain the message of Christianity to someone who knew little about 
Christianity. 

Since then even though the Christian message remains the same much has 
changed. I can’t give a precise date to this but I know where I was living and 
that makes it more than 25 years ago. A cartoon in Th e Telegraph Saturday 
magazine showed a big queue of people on a road with volcanoes and fl ames 
on either side depict ing the road to hell. One of those people was saying 
to another, “Th ere must be some mistake. What I did isn’t sin anymore.” 
Th ings had changed a lot by then and have continued to do so such that 
nowadays I guess it would read, ‘I thought they had shut this place down as 
there isn’t such a thing as sin anymore.’

Th at means that the above quotations from the Bible are meaningless.  ‘All 
have sinned’ has little meaning, there is nothing to be saved from and that 
there is no condemnation for anyone. Th e world should be a more care free 
and happier place and there should be no fear in death.
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Churchinford & District Community Shop 
 

Before you go to town, try the Churchinford Community Shop 
Over 2000 items in stock & competitive pricing! 

 

Daily deliveries of quality Fresh Fruit & Vegetables 
Milk & other Dairy  

Bread, Cakes, Sandwiches & Pasties 
Fresh Local Meat, Free Range Eggs 

Beers, Wines & Ciders 
News and Stationery 
Plants and Compost 

Over 25 local suppliers 
 

Post Office 
Mon – Fri 9am-3.30pm 

Mail, Banking, Withdrawal & Deposits, Health Lottery, Bill Payment 

Mini Rural Information Centre 
Why not enjoy a Coffee/Tea & Treat offer in our coffee shop with 

indoor and outdoor seating. 
FREE use of Community Computer & Wi-Fi 

Book Exchange, Local Art, Cards 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.30pm Sat 8.30am-2pm Sun Closed 
Churchinford & District Community Shop 

Churchinford 
TA3 7DJ 

Tel: 01823 601026 
Email: shopmanager@churchinfordshop.co.uk 

www.churchinfordshop.co.uk 
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A letter from Assistant Bishop Trevor

Made for a purpose

Whenever I listen to one of Jesus’ searching questions to his listeners I fi nd 
myself thinking “What would I do in these circumstances?”

If I were casting my nets, and Jesus said “follow me”, would I do it? I imagine 
many of us would be hoping that we never have to fi nd out.

All too often it’s assumed that being called is just about the religious life to 
a particular ministry, lay or ordained in the life of the Church. Of course, 
it is about that for some of us, and thank God for that, but in the New 
Testament, vocation or calling has a much wider understanding.

St Paul talks to the Corinthians about this more general call when he writes 
“Now there are varieties of gifts but the same spirit; and there are varieties 
of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of working but it 
is the same God who inspires them all in everyone. To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

Every one of us is called to use the gift or gifts we’ve been given to help build 
up the body of Christ. Th at “building up” can never be confi ned to what 
we do on Sunday. Building up is about using the whole of life, including 
Monday to Saturday. Th e very act  of working or being at home, school, 
work, leisure is vocational. Our daily behaviour becomes a sacrament and 
an off ering. 

Th e realisation that we are being called comes in many diff erent ways. For 
some, it’s like a sudden fl ash of light as came to St Paul on the Damascus 
road. But for others, it’s just not that clear. In my earlier work as a Direct or 
of Ordinands and Vocation, I listened to many people who described their 

Th e world has changed, people’s ideas have changed and what was wrong 
is now all right. How do you think that the God who once said, “I am the 
LORD, I change not,” copes with this?

Nyall
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crimestoppers-uk.org

Speak up to stop 
rural crime. 

Campaign 
partners Partner logo

Criminals gangs exploit our local wildlife, 
environment and communities. 
Your voice can make a difference. 

Have information on rural crime?
You can speak up and remain 
100% anonymous. Always.
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sense of calling as a feeling of discomfort. “Like having a toothache” someone 
said - their “yes” a moving towards a sense of peace and clarity.

Perhaps, as you read this, you know what God is calling you to do. Perhaps 
you’re still searching. But remember, God has made you for a purpose. And 
God will work that out, but in his own time, not yours. Th is month’s Manna 
is focused on our forthcoming Archdeaconry Days which will take place 
early next year, February 6 to 12, with the theme of “God calls … everyone, 
everywhere”. One thing I can guarantee: if you book in, you won’t be alone 
and you’ll have a great day.

With my prayers and blessing

+ Trevor

Friends Of Otterhead Estate
Th anks very much to everyone that has become of Friend of Otterhead 
- your support is much appreciated. We’ve also had a generous donation 
from Otterford Parish Council, and they have become our fi rst ‘Corporate’ 
supporter. Otterhead continues to be very well visited and we ran two public 
events in August – a bat walk and a moth morning and we’re hoping to 
continue running some more events and pract ical task days this autumn 
and winter.

Edward Wells from Somerset Bat Group led a walk around Otterhead on 
a warm, still August evening. Th ere are 17 species of bat in the UK, and 
they account for more than 25% of the mammal species in this country. 
Th e woodland is important for many of these bats for either their insect  
food source, roosting and hibernation sites under bark or in holes or along 
with hedgerows, navigational aids to fi nd their way across a landscape. Bats 
hunt for insect s using echolocation. Th eir calls are pitched at too high a 
frequency for us to hear but they can be heard using a bat detect or. Each 
bat species emits calls at diff erent frequencies and so diff erent species of 
bats can be identifi ed. We walked from the car park along the paths down 
to Royston lake armed with detect ors and recorded fi ve species of bats – 
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PROTECT 
YOURSELF
& OTHERS

CORONAVIRUS

Wash your hands 
more often 
for 20 seconds
Use soap and water or a hand sanitiser when you:

• Get home or into work

• Blow your nose, sneeze or cough

• Eat or handle food

Coronavirus

For more information and the Government’s 
Action Plan go to nhs.uk/coronavirus
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Common Pipistrelle, Soprano Pipistrelle, Daubenton’s bat (feeding over the 
lake) Serotine and the UK’s largest bat – the Noct ule.

On the same evening Rob Grimmond from the Somerset Moth Group and 
others set up some moth light box traps in diff erent areas of Otterhead.

Moths are an important part of the ecosystem act ing as herbivores and 
pollinators and providing food for other animals including the bats. Th ere 
are over 2500 species of moth in the UK and over 30 diff erent species were 
caught in two hours using the light traps including Brown China - mark, 
Drinker, July Highfl yer, Bordered Beauty, Rosy Footman, Black Arches and 
Smoky wainscot.

Th e traps were emptied the following morning and people came down to 
listen to Rob’s very interesting talk about moths and to see the moths that 
had been caught, before they were released.

Th e Forest school have broken up for the summer holiday but before this 
they continued to be busy cutting and raking the glades and clearing the 
paths.

As well as their work with children they have also joined up with Spark 
Somerset to help run a series of walks around Otterhead Lakes for men as 
part of the Men’s Mental Health campaign.

Th e Forest School have also been 
working with people with Dementia 
and the planters that were built and 
planted with vegetables and insect  
friendly plants by this group are 
growing well. A partner of one of the 
group has also construct ed this lovely 
sign post.

Th e woodlands of Otterhead are home 
to many species of breeding birds 
including blackcaps, song thrushes, 
chiff chaff s, great tits, blue tits, greater 
spotted woodpeckers, blackbirds, tree 
creepers and nuthatches.
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LISTENING CHAPLAINCY PHONELINE
Serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire

We are a faith-based service offering chaplaincy support 
for people of all faiths and none in mes of emergency

Are you recently bereaved or concerned about end of life issues?
Are you a key worker overwhelmed by what you are facing or dealing with at work?

Are you worried about someone who is seriously ill, especially if you can’t visit them?
Are you anxious about the effect that the COVID 19 crisis is having on your life? 

Maybe you would just like someone from the faith communi es to talk to.

If you live in the Bristol, Somerset or South Gloucestershire area: 

Call 0330 229 1700 ● 8am-11pm ● 7 days a week

CARING and CONFIDENTIAL 

The Faith Communi es Major Emergencies Team serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire

0330 229 1700
8am-11pm

7 days a week
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Nuthatches are common in broad-leaved woodlands where they forage for 
insect s by climbing along tree trunks and branches, often upside down. In 
the autumn and winter, they also eat nuts and seeds, and any surplus are 
hidden in gaps in the tree bark. Later, they hack at the nuts to get them out 
of their hiding place, and it is this act ion that gives these birds their name.

Swans mate for life and 
this year the pair at 
Otterhead had seven 
cygnets. Th is lovely photo 
by local photographer 
Jim Scott was taken early 
in the summer not long 
after hatching.

Th e young swans will 
remain here until the 
late autumn and their 

plumage has turned white, and they will be driven off  the breeding territory 
by the adults. Th e young birds won’t usually breed themselves until they are 
two years of age.

Jim also managed to capture a rare 
sighting of an otter earlier this year.

Otters are members of the Mustelid 
family, which also includes badgers, 
mink, weasels, pine martins 
and stoats. Th eir diet consists of 
approximately 80% fi sh, but they 
will also eat birds, small mammals 
and frogs if they can’t fi nd enough 
fi sh.

Otters were driven to near extinct ion in the UK between the 1950s and 
1970s but thanks to improvements in water quality and legal protect ion 
they have thankfully made a great comeback.
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Th ere are thought to be 18 beaver families now on the whole of the River 
Otter. Th ese animals were native to the UK but were hunted to extinct ion 
400 years ago. Th ey fell small trees and use the branches to build their dams 
– this then raises the water level and ensures that the entrance to their lodge 
is submerged and therefore safe from potential predators. Th e deep pools 
and ponds that are created by the dams in turn create habitats for other 
wildlife such as amphibians and nursery areas for many fi sh species.

Th is strange looking fi sh with its 
large head and fi ns and tapering 
body is a European Bullhead. It 
lives in fast fl owing stony streams 
and lakes with stony bottoms where 
it hides during the day and comes 
out at night to feed on invertebrates 
such as mayfl y and caddisfl y larvae 
and fi sh eggs.

It breeds in the spring – the male bullhead digs a shallow hollow and batches 
of eggs are laid in the hollow by several females. Th e male fi sh then guards 
the nest until the eggs hatch.

Th e yellow fl owers of Common Bird’s-Foot Trefoil, a member of the pea 
family, are abundant within the glades at Otterhead. Its seed pods which 
develop after fl owering look like birds’ feet, hence the name. It is also the 
food plant for the caterpillars of the Common Blue butterfl y.

Th e white fl ower head is Hemlock water-
dropwort and is common alongside the 
streams, lakes, and ditches and although 
poisonous to mammals its nect ar attract s 
many insect s and the plant shown here 
was alive with hoverfl ies.

Th e Otterhead Estate Trust is recording, 
conserving and where possible, restoring 
elements of the formal gardens that 
were planted during the Vict orian 
times, including the surviving varieties 
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with MindfulnessUK
Take control of your wellness

MindfulnessUK is a 
leading mindfulness and 
compassion teacher training 
organisation, teaching 
accredited courses online.  

  

Mindfulness-Based Stress 
Reduction (MBSR)

Our 8-week evidence-based course 
is a good introduction to mindfulness 
and compassion.  This course will give 

you the tools you need to manage 
stress, anxiety, and pain.

Compassionate Mindful 
Resilience (CMR)

This unique 4-week online course 
will teach you simple practices 

and techniques to develop resilience 
and enhance wellbeing.

Mindful Yoga
Join Karen Atkinson, who has over 
30 years of yoga and mindfulness 

experience, every Tuesday from 
9.30-10.45am (via zoom).  Tune 

into your body, practice meditation 
techniques and create a feeling of 

relaxation and ease. 

Online courses to 
relieve stress:

and techniques to deve
and enhance wel

Mindful Yogg
Join Karen Atkinson, w
30 years of yoga and m

experience, every Tue
9.30-10.45am (via zo

into your body, practice
techniques and create

relaxation and e

For more information and to enrol 
go to www.mindfulnessuk.com or 
give us a call on 01823 697890
Email info@mindfulnessuk.com

aa

All 3 courses are open to everyone, 
and no prior mindfulness 

experience is needed.  

MWC0379 CK MIndfulness Combined advert A5.indd   1 06/09/2021   16:56
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of rhododendron that were cultivars of Rhododendron maximum, the 
state fl ower of West Virginia. Unfortunately, the more invasive Asiatic 
Rhododendron ponticum was also planted at Otterhead and this needs to be 
controlled.

Th e Otterhead Estate Trust is a not-for-profi t organisation run entirely 
by volunteers. Whether you use the reserve regularly or appreciate it from 
afar(!) we would love to have more Friends Of members. It costs £10 a year, 
the money helps with the upkeep of the site and also means you have say 
in how the site is run and can attend up to two events a year free of charge.

You can join up direct ly via our website www.otterheadestate.org

If you’d like to know more about the Friends Of group, please contact  Jackie 
Gage. 07966 402391 Friendsofotterhead@gmail.com

Oliver Hellowell
Some of you may have noticed that the cover images for the CBO News 
magazine are provided by a Bishopswood resident named Oliver Hellowell. 
Oliver is a young man fast achieving his dream of being a professional 
Landscape and Wildlife Photographer despite the many obstacles he has 
overcome in his life so far.

Born on 5th July 1996 Oliver was diagnosed with Down Syndrome and 
at three months old underwent open heart surgery, recovering well despite 
medical professionals fearing he might not survive to even reach surgery.

At 18 months Oliver was described by physiotherapists as having ‘severe 
hypotonia’ (extremely poor muscle tone) and his mother was told he would 
fi nd physical act ivity diffi  cult and was unlikely to ever take part in any 
sports. It was also noted by specialist professionals that Oliver laughed and 
cried without sound and by the age of three years he was diagnosed with 
verbal dyspraxia. His mother was informed that his speech would never 
reach a point where he could be understood by an unfamiliar listener.

Fortunately, Oliver’s mother Wendy describes herself as an ‘extremely diffi  cult 
woman’ who when told by anyone that Oliver couldn’t do something, always 
immediately set out to prove them wrong! And with research, patience, hard 
work and love, she did just that.
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Despite many further challenges along the way, Oliver blasted all predict ions 
and stereotypes out of the water and proved that when surrounded by love, 
optimism and encouragement, almost anything can be achieved.

Mike O’Carroll came into Oliver’s life when Oliver was nine years old and 
quickly became the father fi gure Oliver had missed out on since his father 
left when he was fi ve. Mike and Oliver bonded fi rstly as best mates and 
soon evolved into father and son in every sense of the word. Mike was a 
photographer and Oliver decided he wanted to take pict ures too. He started 
with a bridge camera but was soon dissatisfi ed and wanted a large SLR 
with big heavy lenses like Mike’s! He adopted Mike’s spare Canon 5D and 
continued using it until sales and exhibitions of his work enabled him to 
buy his own. 

In 2015 Oliver published the fi rst ever book of photography by a person 
with Down Syndrome, and won the UK National Diversity Award for 
outstanding role model. He has appeared live on BBC’s Th e One Show twice 
and was also featured on BBC’s Countryfi le. He has a following of over 
65,000 on Facebook and a website which sells prints, books, greetings cards, 
and calendars to fans of his work all over the world. Copies of his new 2022 
calendar have already been packed up and sent to Australia, Canada, USA, 
Germany, Belgium and the Netherlands as well as destinations all over the 
UK.

Oliver lives a fulfi lling, interesting and wonderful life. He does not ‘suff er’ 
from Down Syndrome, it is an important part of the random, hilarious, 
brilliant individual he is. He continues to be surrounded by those who enjoy 
and value him for exact ly who he is and whose lives are infi nitely enhanced 
by having him in them.

Oliver’s Annual exhibition and 
sale will this year take place at 
Churchinford Village Hall on 27th 
& 28th November from 10am-4pm. 
We do hope you will come along and 
support this amazing young man. 

www.oliverhellowell.com
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The following Blackdown Support Group services continue to be 
available for anyone in the Blackdown Hills who needs them: 

# Transport to medical appointments (including Covid vaccination 
appointments) for anyone who doesn’t drive or have other means of 
transport. 
 
# Prescription delivery, shopping support/errands for anyone 
shielding, high risk or with limited mobility. 
 
# Telephone support for those living alone or struggling to cope. 
 
# Advice and guidance on other support services available. 
 
If you know someone in need or if you would like to support us as a 
volunteer please contact us:  
 
01823 681 036  
d-ccg.bsgadmin@nhs.net 
 
Please note our volunteer telephone befrienders can work from 
home. Shopping/delivery volunteers are out in the community. 
Medical Transport volunteers use their own car to transport 
passengers to important appointments; PPE and infection control 
guidance are provided. Transport volunteers also require a DBS check.  
Thank you. 
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Churchinford Weather
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The Wednesday Club
Well, after 19 months, it fi nally happened and the club met once again on the 
8th September in the village hall. All precautions were in place: everything 
had to be wiped down with sanitizer and hands wiped, too; chairs and tables 
a metre apart and windows and the doors wide open to let lots of fresh air 
in. We were lucky that it was a warm day! We welcomed back many of our 
regulars and a few new people as well which was very gratifying and we 
were very pleased with the turn-out. Of course, people had come to hear 
the Blackdown Hillbillies who always give us a wonderful afternoon with 
a select ion of songs from hits by the Everlies and the Beatles to folk songs, 
traditional and more modern. Th ey started the concert by accompanying 
the whole room singing Happy Birthday to Shirley and remembering Meg 
who was celebrating turning 90 that day. After the concert, we were back in 
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the swing of it, serving tea, sandwiches, cakes and cream scones. All in all it 
was a very happy day.

Our next meeting will be on Oct ober 13th and it will be a games afternoon 
– lots of diff erent games and amusements. Why don’t you come along? 
Churchinford Village Hall at 2 for 2.30pm

Sally Milnes
Country Dancing is back!

Hopefully, by the time you read this article we shall have re-commenced 
our Tuesday evening sessions at Churchinford Village Hall. Our new start 
time will be at 7pm fi nishing at 9pm.

We were a little apprehensive about whether there would be suffi  cient support 
to make the classes viable but so far the feedback has been overwhelmingly in 
favour and we were aiming to have our fi rst session on the 14th September.

We shall keep the subscription at £2 which will include a drink and biscuit.

Th e format will be much the same as before. Joan Griffi  th has agreed 
to continue as our caller with David Ruthven stepping in when she is 
unavailable.

Hand sanitiser will be provided for those who wish to use it between dances 
and masks will be optional.

Any new members will fi nd a very warm welcome. If you have any queries 
you can contact  Cathy Popham on 01823 602859 or Joan Griffi  th on 01823 
421184.
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Smeatharpe W.I.

Winners of the Cricket Pavilion Bonus Ball in July and August
3rd July 23 Derek Tucker
10th July 01 Jane Garlick
17th July 01 Jane Garlick
24th July 59 
31st July 48 
7th Aug  58 
14th Aug 58 
21st Aug 51 
28th Aug 41 Brian Burton 

Smeatharpe WI emerged from hibernation on Wednesday for its fi rst proper 
meeting since March 2020. Th e village hall in Smeatharpe is yet to reopen 
so we enjoyed the facilities of Churchinford Village Hall instead. Members 
were greeted with a glass of fi zz and the meeting opened with a glorious 
recording of the choir of King’s College Chapel singing Jerusalem. For those 
that don’t know, although the WI is a non-religious and non-partisan society 
it adopted Jerusalem as its anthem in the 1920s because it had been the 
anthem of the National Union of Suff rage Societies, and at mass gatherings 
was often used as a rallying cry for women’s rights. Th e WI adopted it as a 
public celebration of the achievement of the suff rage movement.

We greeted some new friends and said farewell to some old, and then with 
a certain amount of groaning addressed a ‘Fun with Flags’ table quiz. Th e 
challenges of the evening then increased as each group was given 20 pieces 
of spaghetti, a metre of string and a metre of sticky tape and asked to build 
a struct ure capable of supporting a giant marshmallow. Th e highest tower 
construct ed in the time available reached 45cm in height; a fair eff ort. 
Everyone deserved the tea and cake that followed.

Special mention must be made of the sunfl ower growing competition. 
Everyone had been sent three seeds back in March but very few germinated 
successfully. Moira won the prize for tallest sunfl ower at 2.8 metres and 
Andrea the prize for widest bloom. Ann arrived with an absolutely vast 
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CHURCHSTANTON COMMUNITY FUND

The Autumn window for grant applications from the Churchstanton Community Fund 
is now open.  

The Churchstanton Community Fund has been established with funding from 
Anesco following the successful installation of the solar panel farm at Culmhead 
Aerodrome. 

The fund will support projects that benefit the inhabitants of Churchstanton Parish, in 
consultation with Churchstanton Parish Council or their nominated representatives. 
Preference will be given to local charities, voluntary groups and social enterprises 
based within the parish.  

Average grants are likely to be £500 - £1,000. Normally only one grant per year will 
be awarded to an organization. 

While the fund is deliberately broad in scope, there are a number of exclusions: 

 Individuals
 Promotion of religion (although projects that benefit the community organised 

by faith-based organisations are eligible.)
 Animal welfare (although projects that use animals to provide benefit to local 

residents are eligible)
 Activities that are a statutory responsibility or are otherwise not charitable.

Applications should be made using the online application form available at 
https://www.somersetcf.org.uk/churchstanton 

Closing Date: The deadline for application submissions to this round is  

30th September 2021. 

Successful applicants will be required to send monitoring and evaluation forms at the 
end of their funded activity.
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fl ower grown from her own seed which, though it had no petals left, was 
still an extraordinary half a metre across. It wasn’t within the rules of the 
competition but still earned Ann a well deserved prize. We had never seen 
anything quite like it.

Th e programme of events for the rest of 2021 was revealed to members. 
Meetings in September, Oct ober and November will be held in Churchinford 
and we hope to be back in Smeatharpe for the Christmas meeting. Our next 
meeting on Wednesday 22 September at 7.30pm will feature Stuart Raine 
giving a talk on ‘Th e Real Life and Times of Jane Austen’ and how diff erent 
life really was from the England depict ed in her books. On Wednesday 
27 Oct ober at 7.30pm we will be visited by Alex Leger with a talk titled 
‘Adventures behind the lens - hot rocks and high places’. Alex joined the 
Blue Peter programme in 1975 when the presenters were John Noakes, Peter 
Purves and Lesley Judd, and was a producer on the show for 36 years. 

Guests are always welcome. Th e guest fee for this year is £4.50. For further 
information contact  Carole Long on 01823 601382

Wilder Buckland
“We do not inherit the earth from our ancest ors, 

we borrow it from our children.”

In August the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change released its 
latest report with the headline that it is unequivocal that human infl uence 
has warmed the atmosphere, ocean and land and that the scale of change is 
unprecedented over thousands of years. Th is year has seen record breaking 
temperatures, raging wildfi res and devasting fl oods and the increases in 
extreme weather events are a result of human induced global warming. 
Alongside climate change, there is also an ecological crisis, with habitats 
being damaged and species declining, up to 100 times faster that they 
would be expect ed too naturally, with up to one million species threatened 
with extinct ion. 

Watching the reports on TV can make it feel distant, like we are spect ators 
watching a disaster movie, or it can make it seem like someone else’s problem, 
too big an issue or like we are helpless. It is easy and comforting to turn the 
TV off  and get on with our busy lives, after all, what can one person, living 
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Shelly’s Care
Local Microprovider with 30 years care experience.

Are you looking for help that is tailored to your needs? 
Shelly’s care may be just what you’re looking for. I’m off ering 
support for people with a learning disabilities or the elderly. 
I have a DBS, insurance, and car business insurance. 

I off er the following services:
Personal care, shopping, cooking, sitting service, support 
to appointments, company and much more. For more 
information contact Michelle Reed: 07853281411
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in a lovely corner of rural Somerset do to change the world? Th e answer is 
‘something’, we can all do something, even it that feels insignifi cant, lots of 
people doing something is better than no one doing anything, and all these 
individual and collect ive act ions can make a very real positive diff erence.

With all this in mind, a small group of Buckland St Mary residents recently 
banded together to create Wilder Buckland, a community group that aims to 
help do something for the natural world by carrying out pract ical act ions to 
support wildlife and the wider environment in our area and raise awareness 
of the issues and how others can contribute to solutions. Although a new 
group, we have already been busy.

Th e Parish Council recently purchased the village phone box and working 
with them we have refurbished it, turning it from a rather unloved relic to a 
shiny new community resource. Members of our group have built shelving 
inside the phone box and we plan to use it as a book swap and eco-info hub 
which will develop over time. We have wildlife gardening leafl ets in there 
for people to take and plan to also use it for seed swaps. We also hope to 
create a local nature trail leafl et which will guide you around some of the 
great wildlife spots in our parish. If you have books you no longer need 
please do pop them in the box for others to read and if you have any other 
ideas for the box please let us know, it is your community resource.

Another of our act ivities 
has been to change the 
management of a sect ion of 
the fi eld behind the village 
hall. With the support of 
the Parish Council, an area 
was left to grow up over 
summer to support more 
wildfl owers and insect s. 
In August we organised 
a scything course with 
Somerset Scythe School 
and a number of locals 
came along to learn the 
ancient art of scything and 
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Buckland St Mary 100 Club Winners – August 2021
Amount Number Name
£20 61 Judith Wakefi eld
£15 64 Gary Webber
£10 56 George Rolff e-Silvester
£5 4 Andrew Bell

Buckland St Mary Parish Council

help cut and rake the area. It was hard going, and we made our way through 
about half of it. We are very grateful to Cllr Farmer who fi nished the job 
off  with his tract or and baler. We will now sow the area with a local mix of 
native perennial wildfl owers and slowly, over the coming years, we hope to 
create to a beautiful wildfl ower meadow.

Of course, you don’t have to be a member of a group to do something positive 
for the environment, I’m sure many of us quietly try to make a diff erence 
in our own lives, but if you do want to be part of Wilder Buckland or have 
ideas for things we can collect ively do, then please get in touch.

‘Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change 
the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.’ – Margaret Mead

2nd September 2021

County and District Councillor reports

County Councillor Broom submitted a written report which was circulated 
to Councillors, and which is covered in full in the minutes.

District  Councillor Wale updated Councillors on the new swimming pool 
in Chard which is progressing rapidly. Th is will open in November and 
includes a large children’s play area, Spinning room, and other keep fi t 
facilities.

Very little planning act ivity taking place at the moment.
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Planning
Application 
No.

21/02257/FUL

Applicant -
Proposal Change of use of land from agricultural to equestrian use 

and the formation of a new outdoor 40m x 20m manège
Location Brook Farm Hare Lane Buckland St Mary

After full consideration, there were no object ions.

Platinum Jubilee – 2nd and 3rd June 2022

Councillor Barton reported that Otterford were interested in holding an 
event jointly with Buckland St Mary, preferably on the Saturday 4th June 
2022. It was agreed that everything that had been put on hold for the event 
on VE Day would be set up for this date.

Councillor Barton off ered to contact  Mr Norton to see if he would be happy 
to allow his grounds to be used.
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Th is would be discussed further at the parish council meeting on the 7th 
Oct ober 2021.

Finance – accounts for payment

Th e Clerk reported that the external auditors had granted the AGAR 
certifi cate for 2020/21.

Annual Accounts for 2020/21 were circulated to Councillors together with 
half yearly accounts for 2021/22.

Outstanding accounts for payment were agreed.

Matters for report

District  Councillor Wale would enquire from SSDC when the drains were 
due to be cleared at Buckland St Mary as part of the bi-annual maintenance 
and cleaning.

It was reported that some of the parish footpaths were becoming overgrown. 
Th e Chair would speak to the Footpath Offi  cer to see if she needed any help 
in resolving this.

Jolyon Chesworth had contact ed the council about the AONB grant and 
it was agreed that, for the time being, the parish council had given enough 
with the purchase of the phone box and paint, provision of ground, seeds 
etc.

Th e Clerk had received a letter from the Clark Foundation about community 
grants. It was agreed that this would be discussed at the next meeting.

A letter had been received from SALC, seeking views on when the next 
parish and town council ordinary elect ions should be held. Th e parish 
council agreed that this should be kept to 2023 and the Clerk would inform 
SALC.

Th e Manager of the Blackdown Hills AONB had circulated a letter 
regarding a proposed new Blackdown Way that runs north-south through 
the Blackdown Hills AONB, using existing rights of way and minor roads) 
from Axminster to Staple Hill. Feedback was sought, and it was agreed that 
this would be discussed at the Oct ober meeting.
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Date and time of next meeting

Th e next meeting will be held in the Village Hall on Th ursday 7th Oct ober 
2021, at 8.00 pm. 

Veronica Moore
Th ese are notes of the meeting. Full minutes will appear on the website after 
the next meeting on 7th Oct ober 2021

Yarty Gardening Club
A good number of club members were able to enjoy some 
lovely sunshine when we met for a visit to Barrington Court in 
August. Gardens can sometimes fl ag at this time of year, but 
we were greeted by the beautiful, South Border fi lled with late 
summer perennials. Th e butterfl ies enjoying the pink and orange 

echinacea in particular. 

Th e orchard had just been mowed and was full of mini round hay bales. 
What was even more interesting was the sheer number of dragonfl ies 
hawking over the newly cut grass, hunting for the myriad insect s recently 
disturbed. 

Having visited Barrington Court pre-pandemic, it was sad to see the extent 
to which lockdown and furloughing had aff ect ed these lovely gardens. Of 
course, this garden, as with many National Trust properties, needs a huge 
army of gardeners, mostly volunteers to keep on top of the management, 
planting and weeding and if this army is disbanded for a season, the garden 
becomes less manicured. Th e gardeners we met also explained how the 
weather this year has played havoc with the timings and growth of many 
plants. Despite these diffi  culties, they have concentrated on the seasonally 
important tasks and we came across volunteers pruning the espaliered fruit 
and cutting back the growth from early summer in the fl ower borders.

Many annuals supplemented the perennial plantings and colour was zinging 
from tithonias, calendula and borage as well as penst emons and agapanthus. 
Th e lily garden had lots of colour from blocks of dahlias, crinums, rudbeckias 
and heleniums as well as the water lilies. Th e white garden had been well 
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Somerset West and Taunton Council fund 
a not-for-profit loan scheme for homeowners 

and landlords*.

We understand the expense of maintaining 
your home and we work with you to take the 

stress out of funding repairs, improvements or 
adaptations.

We see you as an individual, not a credit score. 
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide 
you through the process of applying for a home 

improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment 
or more information visit 

www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility
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looked after and was looking very pretty with blocks of white phlox, cosmos, 
antirrhinums, mallows and penst emons set off  by the soft grey foliage plants 
and dotted with pink accents from st achys and gaura as well as a pretty, white 
cosmos with a fi ne edging in pink.

A walled vegetable 
garden is always a great 
draw for me on any 
gardening visit and I 
was curious to see how 
the one at Barrington 
had fared. Pragmatism 
had prevailed and one 
corner of the garden 
was full of wonderful 
produce and some rows 
of pumpkins and later 
squashes were promising roasted vegetable and soup dishes for the coming 
months. Th is should give encouragement to the volunteers to expand their 
endeavours into the rest of the walled garden as they gradually get time to 
tackle the weeds which sadly must have seeded over the shut-down.

Stumbling across the wonderful old Magnolia grandifl ora, we couldn’t 
help hunting for some low fl owers to press our noses in and drink in the 
wonderful lemon fragrance, a joy at this time of year. 

Th e visit to Barrington was an interesting one, not only to see some beautiful 
plants but also to take time to consider how the gardeners have concentrated 
their eff orts in key areas but let other areas become wilder to fi t with the 
amount of labour available. Th is has given the garden a wilder feel but has 
benefi ted the wildlife as was evident from the number of bees, hoverfl ies and 
butterfl ies as well as other insect s and nesting birds and fl edglings that we 
saw during our visit. A lesson we could all take away with us as we ran to 
our cars for cover as the rain hammered down in yet another summer storm.

Pauline Bartlett
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BUCKLAND ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL

COMPOST BINS
330 LITRE BLACKWALL BINS

LIGHT AND EASILY TRANSPORTED

WITH ADVISORY SHEET ON COMPOSTING

Th ere are TWO of these FREE COMPOST BINS left

TO ORDER EMAIL THE PARISH CLERK

VERONICA MOORE vmmoore21@hotmail.co.uk

OR PHONE COUNCILLOR ROSANNA BARTON 07976027998

BUCKLAND ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL

THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 

JUNE 2–5 2022

Th e 70th anniversary of the Queen’s accession to the throne in 1952 
will be held next year.

Th e Jubilee weekend will be launched with two Bank Holidays, 
on Th ursday and Friday 2 and 3 of June, with all sorts of National 
junketings – some compensation perhaps for the very tricky two years 
we will have suff ered by then.

BSM and Otterford plan to combine forces as we did for the Diamond 
Jubilee in 2012, with free entry for parishioners to the joint events. 
BSM’s main contribution is planned for Saturday the 3rd in Buckland 
House gardens (thanks once again to the Nortons) with a marquee, an 
afternoon fête, an evening hog roast and band - details yet to be fully 
worked out.

If any of you have ideas for what we should do across the whole weekend 
from Th ursday onwards, do please let us know. We plan to make this a 
weekend to remember!



45

Otterford Parish Council
OPC met in Otterford Parish Hall on Tuesday 14 September. 

Attending were OPC Councillors Mike Canham (Chairman), Charlie Field 
(Vice Chairman), Lucy Montgomery, and Phil Wright, SCC Councillor 
John Th orne, and the Clerk. 

Report from County Councillor

Extract s from SCC Councillor Th orne’s report: 

• Local government restruct uring - the New Somerset Council now has 
a website where you can fi nd details of plans for the changeover: www.
newsomersetcouncil.org.uk 

• COVID rates in Somerset have been very high recently, hitting a peak 
of 480.8 per 100,000. It has fallen subsequently but remains high in 
the Bridgwater area. Somerset is consequently on a national watch list 
along with Cornwall and Torbay. However, Somerset also has one of 
the highest rates of vaccinations in the country, with 86.4% of the 
population having had both vaccinations. Taunton Vaccination centre 
is moving to a new site at Firepool in Oct ober and it, Boots Pharmacy 
and the Tourist Information Centre in Taunton are off ering ‘walk-in’ 
vaccinations.

• Councillor Th orne has been lobbying hard to improve safety at the 
crossroads at Chillander Cross (at the top of Corfe Hill) and has 
succeeded in persuading SCC offi  cers that the accident statistics there 
support intervention. Th e plan is to upgrade signs and markings, lay 
a high-frict ion road surface and install new kerbs, as well as clearing 
vegetation. You can view the plan here: www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-
and-transport/small-improvement-schemes-direct ory. SCC is also 
considering extending the 40mph speed limit up the B3170 from Corfe 
to just beyond the junct ion.
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Mark C Kemp 
 

 BEFORE   AFTER 

 Bishopswood Maintenance 
Property and Garden Services 

 The Firs - Bishopswood – Chard – Somerset – TA20 3RU 
Tel: 01460 234076 

E: mark@avtgroup.biz 

Hard Landscaping 

Transforming Your Outdoor Living 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

WE ONLY HAVE ONE REPUTATION! 
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Planning Matters

Applications granted by SWATDC: 29/21/0006/AGN Application for 
prior notifi cation for the erect ion of a general purpose agricultural storage 
building on land at Otterford. Th ere were no new or refused applications.

Climate & Th e Environment Project

Th ere are still some free compost bins (for Otterford parishioners) needing 
a home if anyone wants one. Th ere was no further news on SCC’s extended 
Climate Grant. We will shortly be issuing a questionnaire to recipients of 
bird/owl boxes, bee hotels and compost bins. Th e Biodiversity Diary Project  
should be launched shortly.

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations

Th e Council discussed a fi rst draft programme for the Jubilee: this will now 
be worked up in more detail. 

Community Broadband 

Th ere is no signifi cant progress to report. A parishioner is currently visiting 
households in Bishopswood to gauge interest in community broadband, and 
the Parish Council has contact ed Gigaclear regarding its current privately- 
funded work to expand the network in the Blackdown Hills. 

Dog Waste Bins

Th e Council has just agreed to pay for a dog waste bin emptying service from 
SWATDC after a number of years of this being carried out by volunteers. 
Th e Council is hugely grateful to the volunteers, past and present, who have 
been emptying the bins on a rota basis without complaint. It has become 
more diffi  cult recently to fi nd replacement volunteers as our population ages, 
and with the introduct ion of a three weekly waste collect ion in November, 
it was felt that it was reasonable to pay for the service as do neighbouring 
parishes. 

Otterford Amble

Th e second Otterford Amble will take place on 9th Oct ober, weather 
permitting (16th if 9th very wet). 
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Th e Blackdown Way AONB project

Th e AONB are proposing to have a way-marked trail from Axminster to 
Staple Hill, using existing footpaths and minor roads. Part of the route will 
run through Buckland St Mary and Otterford.

Date & Time of next meeting: Tuesday 12 Oct ober at 7.30pm in Otterford 
Parish Hall. 

NB: Th is is not a comprehensive note of the meeting but a summary of 
discussions and matters thought to be of interest to readers. A full copy 
of the minutes will be on the website (otterfordparishcouncil.org) after the 
Oct ober meeting. 

Penny Hart

Otterford Snippets
Otterford Community Defi brillators

Located at Th e Candlelight Inn and at the Parish Hall, both in Bishopswood, 
and at Th e Holman Clavel Inn at Culmhead. In the event of an emergency 
you must telephone 999 fi rst, to request assistance from the Ambulance 
Service. Th en either go to collect  the nearest defi brillator from the box (the 
code is C123X), or ‘phone PETS – see below – to ask someone to do it for 
you. 

Otterford ‘Parish Emergency Telephone System’ (PETS)

Th is is a community run system available to residents of Otterford parish 
only, which, in an emergency (whether a cardiac arrest or other), enables a 
number of local residents to be contact ed to ask for assistance - in particular 
collect ion of a defi brillator - pending the arrival of the emergency services. 
If you live in Otterford parish and need this assistance, the number to dial is 
01460 455155. At the moment PETS volunteers cannot enter other people’s 
homes. 
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DATE ACTIVITY TIME VENUE PINK 
PAGE  

Wed 6 Churchinford & District Cinema Club - Nomadland. 2.30 (doors open 
2.00 pm) and 7.30 (doors open at 6.45 pm) 

1430/ 
1930 

CVH v 

Thur 7 Blackdown Ladies Meeting 1930 OPH vi 

Sat.9  
  

Otterford Amble. Meet at the Parish Hall Car Park 9in Bishopswood) at 
9.30am.. Walk will be re-scheduled fto16th October if heavy rain on 9th! 

0930 OPH Car 
Park 

viii 

Sat 9 Charity Coffee Morning in aid of “MACMILLAN” 1030 
–

1200 

BC vii 

Wed 12  Otterford Parish Council Meeting 
At the moment it is intended the meeting will be held in the main hall in 
the Parish Hall. If you plan to attend please check with the Parish Clerk 
(see bottom) before travelling. 

 OPH iv 

Sat 16 Community Coffee Morning in aid of Ark & Pelican cancer charities. 10.30 BSMC ix 

Wed 20 Blackdown Hills Gardening Club. See advert. for full details 1930 CVH x 

Wed 27 Smeatharpe Women’s Institute. Normally held in Smeatharpe Village 
Hall, on this occasion it will be in Churchinford & District Village Hall. 

1930 CVH - 

 

The Pink Pages 
A DIARY OF MONTHLY 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES IN 

OCTOBER 2021 

Key to venues: CVH = Churchinford Village Hall: SVH = Smeatharpe Village Hall: BC = Bishopswood Chapel: 
OPH = Otterford Parish Hall: BVH = Buckland St Mary Village Hall: CC = Churchstanton Church: BSMC = BSM 
Church: BSMS = Buckland St Mary School: CCP = Churchinford Cricket Pavilion: VSC = Village Shop Café. 

 

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 
Churchstanton Church 17th-24th December 
Open to individuals, families or businesses 

who wish to decorate a tree  
to advertise their business  
or just for Christmas fun.  

For full information please contact either: 
Jayne - 01823 421757 or 
Shirley - 01823 601347 or  

 Alice - 01823 601300 
 

For £10.00 we provide a 3ft tree for 
YOU to decorate as you wish. 
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Below is a directory of clubs & societies who meet & activities 
which take place each month in & around the parishes of 

Churchinford, Buckland and Otterford. 
NB. Whilst every effort is made to ensure these details are accurate we do advise to 

double check with the organisers before attending an activity for the first time. 

MONDAY 

Buckland Nursery School 01460 234251 9.00-2.55 BSM Primary School 

Churchinford Pre-School Pre-School staff 9.00am-3.00pm closed Friday. Phone for details. 
Churchinford Pre-School Building 

Soft Tennis, Table Tennis 
and Badminton 

Cindy Beaumont  
01460 234351 

5.30pm-7.30pm (soft tennis , table tennis) 
7.30pm-10pm Badminton – Otterford Parish Hall 

Steel Band 
Jane Garlick 
01460 234221 

Kids 6.00pm-7.15pm, Adults 7.30pm-9.00pm  
Churchinford Cricket Club Pavilion  

Short Mat Bowling Penny Powe 01460 234150 1pm Otterford Parish Hall 
Morning Coffee, charity 
fund raiser & informal get 
together 

Linda Knowles  
01823 602742 

10am - 12.00noon every Monday except Bank 
Holidays - Charity changes weekly 

Iyengar Yoga  
(Level 2 Class) 

Tanya Devonshire-Jones 
07903 079939 Otterford Parish Hall 10.00 - 11.30am 

TUESDAY 

Buckland Nursery School 01460 234251 9.00-2.55 BSM Primary School 

Churchinford Pre-School Pre-School staff 9.00am-3.00pm closed Friday. Phone for details. 
Churchinford Pre-School Building 

Line Dancing  
Intermediate) 

£4 per session. 
01460 65007 

7.00pm-8.30pm BSM Village hall  

Country Dancing 
Cathy Popham - 01823 
602859 

7.00pm-9.00pm Churchinford Village Hall  

Bridge Club John Gale 01823 601577 7.00 pm-10.00pm Otterford Parish Hall  

Otterford PC Meeting  Clerk to PC - Penny Hart  
01460 234639 

7.30pm Otterford Parish Hall - 2nd Tuesday 
every month 

Board Games Club 
(Informal) 

Ruth Strange 01823 601565 
Jill Fussell 01823 601654 

Suspended until further notice due to Covid 
virus. 

WEDNESDAY 

Buckland Nursery School 01460 234251 9.00-2.55 BSM Primary School 

Churchinford Pre-School Pre-School staff 9.00am-3.00pm closed Friday. Phone for details. 
Churchinford Pre-School Building 

Fitness for Fun 
Heather 07561498365 
01823 601282 

9.30am-10.30am Otterford Parish Hall 

Tea & Cake Party - free 
with Post Office 

Jon Mayled 
01460 234181 1.45pm-3.45pm Buckland St Mary Church 

Blackdown Hills 
Wednesday Club 

2nd & 4th Wed of month 2.30pm Churchinford Village Hall 

Blackdown Hills 
Gardening Club  

Tim Allen 
01823 601022 

7.30pm Churchinford Village Hall - 3rd 
Wednesday in the month 

Churchstanton Parish 
Council Meeting  

Clerk: Karen Collings 
cpc@csemail.co.uk 

7.30pm Churchinford Village Hall - 2nd 
Wednesday every month 

Pilates Class Frances Aitken 
Tel.: 07970 872449 

Weekly from 0915-1015hrs. In Churchinford 
Village Hall 

Iyengar Yoga  
(Level 1 Class) 

Tanya Devonshire-Jones 
07903 079939 Otterford Parish Hall 5.30pm - 7.00pm 
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THURSDAY  

Buckland Nursery 
School 01460 234251 9.00am-2.55pm BSM Primary School 

Blackdown Ladies 
meeting 

Rosemary Viant - Chair. 
01460234734  

Otterford Parish Hall 7.30pm -10.00pm 1st 
Thursday of each month 

Churchinford Pre-School Pre-School staff 9.00am-3.00pm closed Friday. Phone for 
details. Churchinford Pre-School Building 

Buckland St Mary Baby 
& Toddler Group . 

Melanie Tuffill 
01460 234325 

9.00am - 11.30am Otterford Parish Hall - 
(Bishopswood) - 2nd & 4th Thurs. monthly 

Yarty Garden Club (3rd  
Thursday of each Month) 

Pauline Bartlett - Chair 
01460 234778 

7.30pm Alternate months at Buckland St Mary 
Village Hall and Otterford Parish Hall 

Steel Band Jane Garlick 01460 234221 Adults 7.30pm – 9.00pm C’ford CC Pavilion 

Pregnancy Yoga Helen Humble 01460 602702 Otterford Parish Hall, 5,15-6.30pm 

Yoga  Helen Humble 01460 602702 Otterford Parish Hall, 7-9pm. Most Thursdays 

Buckland St Mary Parish 
Council meeting  

Clerk to the PC Veronica 
Moore 01823 442109 

8pm BSM Village Hall - 1st Thurs. of the month 
except Aug & Dec 

FRIDAY 

Buckland Nursery 
School 01460 234251 9.00am -2.55pm BSM Primary School 

Samba Band Jane Garlick 01460 234221 
7pm– 9.30pm Churchinford Cricket Club 
Pavilion 

Iyengar ® Yoga (Level 1) Tanya Devonshire –Jones 
07903 079939 10am - 11.30am Otterford Parish Hall 

Pilates Class Frances 07970 872449 9.15am - 10.15am Churchinford Village Hall 
SATURDAY  

Churchinford Village 
Market Colvin Parry 01823 601224 1st Saturday in each month at Churchinford 

Village Hall. 10.00am - Noon 

Buckland St Mary Coffee 
Morning 

Margery Harkness 
01460 234599 

2nd Saturday in each month in the Church in 
Buckland St Mary 10.30am - Noon 

and in CORFE VILLAGE HALL …. 

MONDAYS Sewing Group:  
Quilting:  

9.30am - 12 noon 
2pm - 4pm Contact Sue Ford on 01823 421769 

TUESDAYS Parish Council:  6.00pm bi monthly – see Parish Notice Board for details 

WEDNESDAYS 
Pilates: 
Sewing Group: 
Gardening Club:  

10am. Contact Alison on 07850507489  
7pm (Weekly except 1st Wednesday in month) 
7pm on 1st Wednesday in month. Contact: Sheila,  
Email: s.andrews808@btinternet.com or text 07880 793066 

THURSDAYS Toddler Group: 9.30am 

FRIDAYS Short Mat Bowling 
 

10am - 12.30pm. Contact: Chris Bradbeer 01823 421513 

Smeatharpe Women’s 
Institute.  

Secretary: Carole Long  
01823 601382 

7.30pm Smeatharpe Village Hall on the 4th 
Wednesday in each month. 
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We have now added most of our 2021-2022 social activities and events. If organising 
events/activities yourself – please try to avoid clashing with our dates. 

Any offers of assistance with preparation or during an activity, would be most wel-
come. Please email: Mike Canham: mike.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk 

DATE OTTERFORD DIARY - EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 2021 

9 October 
 NEW 

Otterford Amble 
Meet at the Parish Hall Car Park 9in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. 
Walk will be rescheduled for 16th October if heavy rain on 9th! 

12 October 
Otterford Parish Council Meeting 
At the moment it is intended the meeting will be held in the main hall in the Parish Hall. If 
you plan to attend please check with the Parish Clerk (see bottom) before travelling. 

9 November 
Otterford Parish Council Meeting 
At the moment it is intended the meeting will be held in the main hall in the Parish Hall. If 
you plan to attend please check with the Parish Clerk (see bottom) before travelling. 

13 November 

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-second – 
We hope to meet at the Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am, pick for a maximum of 
two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie alternative) and a hot drink. 
But this is COVID dependent. Keep watching updates in CBO News and Otterford Update 
emails. Once you’ve volunteered we will keep you fully updated. 

14 December 
Otterford Parish Council Meeting 
At the moment it is intended the meeting will be held in the main hall in the Parish Hall. If 
you plan to attend please check with the Parish Clerk (see bottom) before travelling. 

17 December 
Christmas Turkey Bingo. Our ever-popular Christmas event – with a fresh turkey for each 
full house winner. PROVISIONAL – TO BE UPDATED CLOSER TO THE TIME—PAY BAR 
Venue: Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Doors open 7.00pm; eyes down 8.00pm 

11 January 
Otterford Parish Council Meeting 
At the moment it is intended the meeting will be held in the main hall in the Parish Hall. If 
you plan to attend please check with the Parish Clerk (see bottom) before travelling. 

19 March 2022 
NEW 

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-third 
We hope to meet at the Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am, pick for a maximum of 
two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie alternative) and a hot drink. 
But this is COVID dependent. Keep watching updates in CBO News and Otterford Update 
emails. 

16 July 2022 
NEW 

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-fourth 
We hope to meet at the Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am, pick for a maximum of 
two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie alternative) and a hot drink. 
But this is COVID dependent. Keep watching updates in CBO News and Otterford Update 
emails. 

26 November 
2022 
NEW 

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-fifth 
We hope to meet at the Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am, pick for a maximum of 
two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie alternative) and a hot drink. 
But this is COVID dependent. Keep watching updates in CBO News and Otterford Update 
emails. 

  

Parish Council meetings are usually held on the second Tuesday of every month in The 
Wright Room at the Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Access via the rear (kitchen) door. Eve-
ryone welcome: please contact the Parish Clerk (01460 234639) if disabled access re-
quired. Community Time is at 7.30pm: meetings start by 7.50pm at the latest. 
PLEASE NOTE FACE TO FACE MEETINGS ARE CURRENTLY BEING HELD IN THE MAIN 
HALL, WITH ENTRANCE THROUGH THE FRONT DOOR. WE MAY NEED TO REVERT TO 
ONLINE ‘ZOOM’ MEETINGS IF GOVERNMENT ADVICE CHANGES. 

mailto:mike.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
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Wednesday , October 6 at 2.30pm (doors open 2.00 pm) 
and 7.30 (doors open at 6.45 pm) 

Nomadland  (PG) 
Following the economic collapse of a company town in rural Nevada, Fern 
(Frances McDormand) packs her van and sets off on the road exploring a 
life outside of conventional society as a modern-day nomad. The third 
feature film from director Chloé Zhao, Nomadland features real nomads 
Linda May, Swankie and Bob Wells as Fern’s mentors and comrades in 
her journey of exploration through the vast landscape of the American 
West. Winner of 3 Oscars and 4 Baftas, and nominated for as many more, 
Nomadland boasts a stellar performance by Frances McDormand and 
spectacular cinematography which showcases both the splendour and 
the squalor of present day America. 
 

Wednesday November 3 at 2.30 pm (Doors open at 2 pm) 
and 7.30 pm (Doors open at 6.45 pm) 

 

The Last Bus (12A) 
80-something Tom, whose wife has just passed away, uses his free bus 
pass to travel from John O’Groats to Lands End where they first met, 
using only local buses. It’s a nostalgic trip, but he’s also carrying his 
wife’s ashes in a small suitcase, ‘taking her back’. In the course of his 
travels he interacts with local people, and by the end of his trip he has 
become a celebrity. 
 

Why not have a take away from The York – fish and chips or 

something else to enjoy before the show with a drink from our 

bar. 

Churchinford and District 

Village Hall’s Cinema Club  

Presents the following films: 
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It’s so good to be back together and meeting up in person! 

We hope you are all keeping well.  

There will be new residents in the area who have never 

heard of us, and wish to meet new people.  

Blackdown Ladies is a friendly, lively, group of women, 

mainly living in the rural areas.  

We meet at 7.30 pm on the first Thursday of each month 

where we have an interesting speaker, followed by light 

refreshments and a chance to chat!  

We have occasional special outings or events and enjoy 

other activities, although some are curtailed now due to 

Covid. 

We should be delighted if you would join us at our next 

meeting on: 

Thursday, 7th October, 7.30 pm* 

Otterford Hall, Bishopswood 

     TA20 3RS 

Just come along – alone or with a friend. You can be 

assured of a warm welcome! Look forward to meeting you. 

 

* For October’s meeting, please bring your own 
refreshments – again, due to Covid! 
 

Blackdown Ladies 
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Saturday, 9th October 

10.30 am ‘til 12 noon 
 

Every slice of cake and cup of coffee helps us 
make a huge difference to people facing cancer 

 

All donations of cakes and 
raffle prizes will be welcomed 



viii 

 

OTTERFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

OTTERFORD AMBLE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SATURDAY 9th OCTOBER 
(IF VERY WET ON THE MORNING, 
WALK WILL BE ON 16th OCTOBER) 

 
MEET AT THE PARISH HALL CAR PARK 

(IN BISHOPSWOOD)  
AT 9.30am 

 
WEATHER & COVID RESTRICTIONS PERMITTING, 

WE PLAN TO WALK ALONG THE RIVER YARTY 
VALLEY TO HOWSTEAD (NEAR THE HEAD 

WATERS), BEFORE CROSSING THE RIVER & 
RETURNING ON PATHS IN BUCKLAND ST MARY  
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COMMUNITY 

COFFEE MORNING 
 

WITH REFRESHMENTS 

AT 

BUCKLAND ST MARY 

CHURCH 

SATURDAY, 16TH OCTOBER 

10.30 AM - 12.00 NOON 

 

 
PROCEEDS TO ARK AND PELICAN CANCER 
CHARITIES WHICH SUPPORTS RESEARCH INTO 
CANCER & HELPS THOSE WHO HAVE CANCER & 
THEIR FAMILIES. 
 

https://www.pelicancancer.org/ https://www.arkcancercharity.org.uk/ 

https://www.pelicancancer.org/
https://www.arkcancercharity.org.uk/
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 Blackdown 
 Hills 

 Gardening Club 
 

Programme for 2021 
 
Wednesday 20 October : 

Nerines and other Amaryllids. Jonny Hartnell 

will give a talk on the cultivation of Nerines and 

other interesting species in this diverse family of 

flowering bulbs.  
 

Wednesday 17 November : 

Christmas social and talk TBA. 

 

Meetings take place at Churchinford Village 

Hall, starting at 7.30 pm.  
 

Contact Tim Allen on 01823 601022  

Or 

E-mail:  

twallen@btopenworld.com 
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22
nd

 OTTERFORD PARISH LITTER PICK 
 

 
 

SATURDAY, 13
th

 NOVEMBER  
 

We are not yet sure how we will structure this Pick – 
that is, whether we will continue to distance pick (as for 

the last four) or return to use the hall as a base. This 
will, at least in part, be guided by any reintroduced 

government COVID19 guidelines  
 

Final confirmation/details will be worked up in early 
November 

Whatever we decide, prior registration is required.  
  

 
 

If you would like to join us please notify Penny Hart 
(Parish Clerk) – 01460 234639, or  

penny.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk  
 

NUMBERS ARE LIMITED – PLEASE BOOK EARLY 
 

PLEASE DO NOT JUST TURN UP ON THE DAY 

 

JOIN US TO ADD TO THE 856 SACKS ALREADY COLLECTED: AND 
THE 8,558 DRINKS CANS, 6,636 PLASTIC BOTTLES, 1,355 GLASS 

BOTTLES/JARS, METAL & PAPER/CARDBOARD 
ALREADY RECYCLED 

mailto:penny.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
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 2021-2022 CBO News Annual Subscriptions 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  

Annual subscriptions to CBO News are now due 

What with holidays looming, paying a subscription is the last 
thing on the mind, however it is essential if we are to continue to 
produce our community magazine - we need your £10.00. The 
work undertaken at every stage, from the Editorial Team, to the 
magazine distribution, so that the magazine arrives through your 
letterbox regularly every month, is all undertaken by volunteers. 
However, we do have invoices to pay when it comes to printing. 

If you haven’t yet paid your subscription, may we respectfully 
request that you do so by 12th October. We can accept payment 
in cash, cheque or you can use our BACS/online payment 
method if you prefer. 

Please pay £10.00 in cash or cheque for £10 made payable to 
CBO News to your magazine distributor or take / send it to one of 
the distributors listed at the bottom of this page.  

 

Name: __________________________________________ 

 

Address: ___________________________________________ 

 

  ___________________________________________ 

 

   ___________________________________ 

 

Churchstanton subscribers 
Pat Stenning -1 Lampark Court, Churchinford, TA3 7PL  
 

Buckland St Mary subscribers 
Bill Butt - Old Post Office, Buckland St Mary, Chard, TA20 3SJ 
 

Otterford subscribers 
Please pay to the person who delivers your CBO News. 
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Otterford Community Defi brillators

Located at Th e Candlelight Inn and at the Parish Hall, both in Bishopswood, 
and at Th e Holman Clavel Inn at Culmhead. In the event of an emergency 
you must telephone 999 fi rst, to request assistance from the Ambulance 
Service. Th en either go to collect  the nearest defi brillator from the box (the 
code is C123X), or ‘phone PETS – see below – to ask someone to do it for 
you. 

Otterford ‘Parish Emergency Telephone System’ (PETS)

Th is is a community run system available to residents of Otterford parish 
only, which, in an emergency (whether a cardiac arrest or other), enables a 
number of local residents to be contact ed to ask for assistance - in particular 
collect ion of a defi brillator - pending the arrival of the emergency services. 
If you live in Otterford parish and need this assistance, the number to dial 
is 01460 455155. At the moment PETS volunteers cannot enter other 
people’s homes. 

Otterford Certifi cated First Aiders 

Tanya Hetherington 01460 234706 Penny Hart 01460 234639
John Matthews 01460 234062
(Th e above have First Aid Kits)
Philip & Nicky Needham 01460 
234101

Edwina & George Wakely 

01460 234477
Kathy Shovelton 01460 234958

Books About Otterford 

Hist ory of Otterford (£10). Th e history of the Parish up to 1900

View from the Milking Stool (£8). An autobiography by Frederica Tyrrell, 
detailing life in Otterford and the Blackdown Hills 60+ years ago. We are 
now down to the last 12 copies – buy now if you want one. 

Otterford Remembered (£5). Detailing the lives of Otterford men who fought 
and died, or came home, in World War I.

All books are available from Otterford Parish Council - Contact  Penny Hart 
on 01460 234639.
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Otterford Repair Café

News from Sue following the fi rst Café on 12th September, which had fi ve 
repairers and six helpers.  Th ere were a steady stream of visitors and 37 items 
for repair.  Most repairs were fi nished on the day: some elect rical items and 
books are being worked on at home after the cafe.  No repairs were turned 
away or deemed unfi xable.

Th e next Café will be on Sunday 9th January from 11am until 2pm – in the 
Parish Hall.

Nook the date!

Otterford Amble

A reminder that this will be held on Saturday 9th Oct ober, setting off  from 
the Parish Hall at 9.30am. If heavy rain, will be rescheduled to 16th.

Christmas Turkey Bingo

Th e Christmas Turkey Bingo is cancelled again this year!

Blackdown Ladies
Th ere was a buzz of happy chatter when the Blackdown Ladies met in early 
September for their fi rst meeting since the beginning of the pandemic in the 
very smartly redecorated Otterford Parish Hall. After an explanation of the 
necessary sanitising rules for the use of the Hall by Amanda Williams from 
the Hall Committee, members settled down for a talk with slides by Peter 
Isaacson about the Medical Detect ion Dogs Charity. 

Th e charity utilises the ability of dogs, who have a very sensitive sense of 
smell, to detect  human illnesses. Th ey are able to pick up diff erent cancers, 
Parkinson’s and Malaria from samples of perspiration/urine in laboratory 
conditions. Th eir dogs are also used to detect  Covid amongst airport 
passengers by walking amongst new arrivals. Th e Charity also provides dog 
for individuals who suff er from life threatening chronic diseases. Th ese dogs 
can provide early warning of imminent and potentially fatal episodes for 
people with Type 1 Diabetes, Epilepsy, PoTs and Addison’s Disease.
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We work with our clients to 
understand their needs, support 
them effectively and deliver the 
best possible legal advice.

Whether it’s commercial or 
personal matters you need help 
and advice with, the only thing 
that really matters is you.

WELLINGTON
T: 01823 666622

TAUNTON
T: 01823 625800

Call one of our nearby offices 
and let’s have a proper chat.

www.porterdodson.co.uk

We’re all about listening, 
understanding and 
advising
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It costs £29000 to train these dogs, training which is based on a reward 
system. Th e dogs are all kept in private homes. 

Sniffi  ng out diseases in the early stages is totally non-invasive and means 
patients are diagnosed early. Th is in turn saves the NHS a great deal of 
money.

If you would like a chance to meet other women for a chat at a relaxing 
social evening out do come along to our next meeting on Th ursday 7th 
Oct ober in Otterford Parish Hall (Bishopswood) at 7:30pm.

Janet Grabham

Otterford 100 Club
August
34 P Naylor £20
61 G Rowbotham £15
69 J Grabham £10
96 M Fortune £5
September
55 M Reed £20
49 G Hawkins £15
39 E Wakley £10
1 J Garlick £5
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OTTERFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

WANTED 
 

 

 

THROUGHOUT THE SPRING AND THE SUMMER (AND CONTINUING) OUR TEAM 
OF VOLUNTEERS HAS BEEN RESTORING – AND IN ONE CASE, RE-INSTATING – 

THE SERIES OF MILEPOSTS ALONG THE B3170 AND THE HOLMAN CLAVEL ROAD. 
 

BUT THIS ONE – NEAR THE B3170/WATERHAYES LANE JUNCTION - IS MISSING. 
 

WE KNOW IT WAS DEMOLISHED BY A VEHICLE SOME YEARS AGO 
DID YOU PICK IT UP AND STORE IT FOR SAFE-KEEPING? 

WE’D LOVE TO HAVE IT BACK – TO RESTORE AND REINSTATE 
 

PLEASE CONTACT PENNY HART (OUR PARISH CLERK) ON 01460 234639, 
OR LET PHIL WRIGHT KNOW – WE WILL ARRANGE COLLECTION 
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Upcoming BSO concerts

7th Oct ober 7.30 University Great Hall, Exeter

Bizet – L’Arlésienne Suite
Ravel – Piano Concerto in G
Prokofi ev – Autumnal Sketch
Mussorgsky (arr. Ravel) – Pict ures at an Exhibition
Kirill Karabitz – Conduct or, Louis Schwizgebel – Piano

19th November 7.30 University Great Hall, Exeter

Mozart – Divertimento in D K.136
Mozart – Horn Concerto No.4
Bruckner – Symphony No.0 (“Die Nullte”)
Kirill Karabitz – Conduct or, Felix Kleiber – French Horn

17th December 7.30 University Great Hall, Exeter

Christmas Crackers
Conduct or – Pete Harrison 

Tickets: £35, £28, £22, £17, £12
www.bsolive.com
01202 669925

Your Music Correspondent
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THE YORK INN 
 

Honiton Road, Churchinford. TA3 7RF 
01823 601 333 

NOW AVAILABLE: UPSTAIRS FUNCTION ROOM WITH 
WIFI, PROJECTOR & SCREEN 

IDEAL FOR MEETINGS, PRIVATE PARTIES 

Country Pub offering a warm welcome 

Log Fire. Large selection of Ales including local brews, 
Games Room, Large screen TV. Monthly Meat Draw. Lots 

of Special Events. Good wholesome food using local 
ingredients lunchtime & evenings. Specials board & 

Homemade Pie Board. Takeaway. Sunday Roasts. 
Saturday Breakfast. Parties catered for. PPatio Area.  

Dogs Welcome 

 

Email:theyorkinn@yahoo.com 

www.yorkinn.co.uk 
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Our thatching life …

featuring Ferrari the Th atcher, Daisy his apprentice and vehicles various …

Th ere is no such thing as a perfect  vehicle. I have one for off  road and 
towing the cattle trailer (thirsty but eff ect ive), one for day to day (no real 
complaints), one for old school class (no brakes) and one for glamour (only 
goes four miles before fl atly refusing to go any further). Daisy has either 
end of the green spect rum; one old elect ric car, run off  her solar panels and 
Tesco’s free charging, and the old VW van, an all diesel fume emitting shed 
on wheels. Her van was off  at the mechanics for some while and they gave 
her a little red roller skate of a thing as a courtesy car. To her great surprise 
she got all her cider stock for the market into it, got it to the market for a 
fract ion of the fuel cost and was allowed to park illegally against a lamp post 
for the day as it didn’t take up any space at all. 

On her thatching days, tea breaks are now littered with comments and 
comparisons between engine sizes, fuel types, mpg and CO2 emissions and 
wondering whether she ought to replace the van. Her daughters won’t let 
her sell the van as it’s been the centre of their whole lives to date so who 
knows what she’ll end up driving next. It does make you wonder what we 
will all be driving in ten years’ time, not so much to work and back, but 
the lorries that deliver our reed; what we’ll use to tow the cattle about; the 
tract ors and heavy machinery needed to grow and harvest the reed, never 
mind the ships which bring the water reed in from afar. Seems like there is 
a lot of change to come in a short space of time.

Some things are timeless tho’, rats in your wheat reed roof being one. When 
a Yarcombe resident phoned me with a desperate plea to sort out several that 
were carousing in her attic all night long, it seemed like a good time for my 
youngest, Tom, to make good use of his air rifl e. Turns out he’s quite a good 
shot with many rats dispatched cleanly and a peaceful night’s sleep for the 
home owner resumed.

Another timeless thing returned, for now at least, has been the ability to 
gather together. I’m so glad for Derek Burrough’s family that they were 
able to have a funeral not limited by Covid; to see the church full up and 
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HEATHER SPARKS 
TEL/TEXT: 07561 498365 

EMAIL:  
fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk 

www.fitness4fun.wix.com/heather 

Looking for a keep-fit class …? 
Come along, socialise, meet new friends  

and have fun getting fit! 

WEDNESDAY 

9.30-10.30am 
The Village Hall  

Bishopswood  

Nr Chard, TA20 3RS 

THURSDAY 

9.30-10.30am 
Trident  Hall  

Galmington  

Taunton, TA1 5NN 

WEDNESDAY 

6 - 7pm 
West Monkton Village Hall  

Monkton Heathfield  

Taunton, TA2 8NE 

£6  per class      
Term Time Only 

No membership fees. 

RSA/OCR   Qualified Instructor 
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many more outside to see that a person’s passing mattered to the whole 
community.

Daisy fi nally had her 50th birthday party (only a year late), a joyful gathering 
together of lifelong friends with smiling faces and dancing feet. Neither of 
us are the most sociable people around, but there are defi nitely times when 
it really matters to gather. As we go into Autumn let’s hope for a gentler time 
than last year for all our sakes.

Daisy’s Dairy

Th ank you to everyone who has so far visited and supported our new vending 
venture. It’s been lovely to see so many of you.

On-farm vending machines have in recent years become more popular, 
mainly as a way to reduce food miles and deal direct  with consumers, whilst 
boosting farm incomes in times of volatile milk prices. Spurred on by a 
family members success of their milking vending venture in North Somerset, 
we decided to take the plunge and invest in the necessary equipment to 
establish our own.

All of our milk comes from our cows grazing at South Waterhayne. We 
divert the required volume of milk during milking into a pasteuriser, where 
it is gently pasteurised and cooled to four degrees, ready for consumption. 
Th e majority of our milk is still sold to our milk buyer (Saputo Dairy UK - 
best known for Cathedral City cheddar).

When doing our market research, it quickly became obvious that making 
your own milkshakes on-farm was very popular, and so we added milkshake 
syrups and a dispensing shed to our shopping list. We are currently selling 
eight diff erent fl avours: four core fl avours - banana, strawberry, chocolate 
and vanilla, and four guest fl avours - white chocolate, cappuccino, raspberry 
and salted caramel. Th e guest fl avours will change regularly, while the core 
fl avours will remain at all times.

Like many other sites, we have opted for glass only bottles, which are washed 
after each use and can be reused countless times, signifi cantly reducing the 
number of plastic milk bottles ending up in household recycling. Slightly 
diff erently from a lot of other vending sites however, we decided to off er 
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two diff erent size bottles and milk volumes (500ml and 1l) which has 
proved very popular, both by parents/grandparents purchasing milkshakes 
for young children, or for single persons or couples who prefer a smaller 
quantity of fresh milk.

We are also off ering fresh eggs from another local farm and we are hoping 
to be able to off er a few more product s in the near future, so please look out 
for more information.

Our contact  numbers are available in the vending shed, adjacent to the paper 
towel dispenser. Please don’t hesitate to call us should you have a query, one 
of us will never be far away.

Lorna, Jim, Christina and Reg 
South Waterhayne Farm, Yarcombe, EX14 9AX

Yarcombe & District Young Farmers

August has been a very busy month with getting back into 
young farmers act ivities. It has been great to see members 
having fun and socialising with friends again.

At the start of the month we played rounders and had a 
BBQ night against Axminster YFC on the 3rd August, 
nine members played. A good time was had by all and it 

was nice to be socialising with other clubs again.

Honiton show was held 5th & 6th August, where members entered various 
club classes. It was fantastic to see a brilliant display of entries showcasing 
members’ talents. Well done to all those who helped with entries and setting 
up (including members’ parents). We did very good with our entries gaining 
2 fi rsts, 1 second, 4 thirds and 3 fourths, all competing against fi ve other 
clubs in East Devon YFC. Classes included club promotion board, club 
cubicle, hamper of British produce and many other various entries. A few 
members then went to the Honiton show after a disco held by Honiton 
young farmers in the showground members’ marquee on the Friday night.
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Your local, 
established, 
renewable 

energy installer

www.lightworkenergy.co.uk
patrick@lightworkenergy.co.uk
01460 234930      07909 111629

Elm End, Hare Lane, Buckland St. Mary, TA20 3JS

SOLAR PANELS & HEAT PUMPS

ACCOMMODATION 
REQUIRED

Local man seeks property 
for long term rent in the 

area; annexe, fl at or house. 
I don’t smoke and have no 

pets or kids. I’m a gardener/
handyman so also need a 
garage or shed for tools, 

equipment and a motorbike. 

Anything considered!

Martin Hill

07410 957900
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We held a club meeting on the 9th August at Yarcombe village hall and a 
meeting at the Sidmouth Arms on the 23rd August. Th ese meetings where 
both well attended seeing some new faces, and lots of things discussed 
including the busy social events that are going on and being planned.

We fi nished the month off  with the most enjoyable day, a raft race from 
Whitford bridge to Colyford. Yarcombe YFC held the race on bank holiday 
Monday 30th August with three teams entered. Well done to the team of 
six girls who completed the race in the quickest time and winning the best 
fancy dress element. A good afternoon was had by all, and it was lovely to 
see families out watching the race.

Further club meetings are in the pipeline, and we will look to be discussing 
and arranging more social events.

If anyone would like to become involved in Young Farmers, we would 
love you to join our club and encourage you to contact  our Chairman or 
Secretary for more information. If anyone has any further questions, please 
contact  our Chairman Dan Olive on 07811744714, or our Secretary Natalie 
Sampson on 07775591324.

We hope you all stay safe and well.

Natalie Sampson
Secretary - Yarcombe and District  Young Farmers
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Guitar Lessons 

Electric, Acoustic, Bass, Classical and Ukulele lessons available 

Lessons from a London College of Music Guitar Examiner, professional guitarist and 
contributor to Guitar Techniques Magazine  
 
Taught from dedicated space in Buckland St. Mary 

harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com 

01460 234829.   07928 590269 

www.harrisonmarsh.co.uk

Voyage of Recovery

People in Somerset who have experienced fi rst episode psychosis are getting 
the chance to take part in a unique sailing voyage around the southern 
coast.

Ten patients from Somerset will take part in the six-day voyage, which 
begins in London on 19 September and ends in Poole in Dorset on 24 
September.

Th ey’ll join ten other crews from early intervention of psychosis (EIP) 
services across the UK, who will also embark on separate six-day voyages.

Th e voyage is being organised by colleagues from Somerset NHS Foundation 
Trust’s (Somerset FT) EIP service, in partnership with the Cirdan Sailing 
Trust – a charitable organisation that provides disadvantaged young people 
with the opportunity for self-development and recovery by sea-based 
voyages, learning to live aboard and sail a large vessel.
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It’s all part of a unique approach to working with young people and adults 
who have experienced psychosis by giving them an opportunity to take part 
in an adventure therapy programme.

Psychosis is a mental health problem that causes people to perceive or 
interpret things diff erently from those around them. Th is might involve 
hallucinations or delusions, which can cause severe distress. Psychosis 
can happen to anyone and aff ect s between one and three per cent of the 
population, which is higher than diabetes in young people.

Th e ten patients will be joined by up to fi ve colleagues from Somerset FT’s 
mental health service, as well as the resident crew of the Cirdan Sailing 
Trust. 

Dr Estelle Rapsey, Somerset FT’s clinical psychologist and clinical lead for 
early intervention psychosis, said:

“Our Somerset Team for Early Psychosis (STEP) is always looking for new 
and innovative ways to support young people and adults in their recovery.

“Th ere is growing evidence that adventure and outdoor therapy has a really 
positive impact  on people with mental health conditions, particularly those 
experiencing psychosis for the fi rst time.

“Psychosis is quite an isolating illness and there is unfortunately a lot of 
stigma attached to it. If a person experiences psychosis it can be terrifying 
and confusing, so people tend to withdraw from everyday life.

“Th e aim of this exciting sailing voyage is to integrate challenging, experiential 
learning act ivities as part of a struct ured therapeutic environment. Th is 
encourages the transfer of these experiences into the more challenging 
areas of our patients’ lives that could otherwise prevent their recovery from 
psychosis.

“Th ey will learn how to sail and navigate working towards recognised sailing 
qualifi cations and will also be able to brush up on core life skills, such as 
cooking, cleaning and working as part of a team.

“To prepare for this exciting and challenging journey, we have been 
developing a programme of adventure act ivities designed to give our patients 
that higher self-esteem and confi dence, while pushing them out of their 
comfort zones.
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Jon Dagger 

Cooker / Kitchen 

Appliance Engineer 

Based in Hemyock 
Over 35 years experience with  

many manufacturers  
inc. Rangemaster, Hotpoint, 

Cannon and most others 
 

Repairs to range-type or 
built-in or freestanding cookers, 
washing machines, dishwashers 

 
07725 852322 
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“Our patients are really excited for this adventure of a lifetime and we’re 
equally excited too!”

Our Somerset Team for Early Psychosis embarked on a series of fundraising 
act ivities over the last year, including a 95 mile cycle ride by colleagues from 
the team itself.

Th ey raised over £5,000 on their Just Giving page, a £5000 grant from 
the National Lottery and £3,500 from Trust charitable funds. Th e Cirdian 
Sailing Trust also kindly donated £6,000 towards our costs.
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Suitable for young or old, stiff or flexible, fit or not!

 IYENGAR ® YOGA
Classes at Otterford Parish Hall

with

Tanya Devonshire-Jones
® yoga

® used with permission of BKS IYENGAR, Trade Mark Owner.
TM

Mondays:
Wednesdays:
Fridays:

Please bring a folded blanket and a yoga mat. Other equipment is available. 
Please pay via my website or contactless on the door. 

www.tanyayogateacher.co.uk
Please phone or email me if you have any queries.

07903 079939   tanya.yogateacher@gmail.com
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Somerset Wildlife Trust

Ilminster/Chard group 

Friday 22nd Oct ober illustrated presentation by 
Colin Ryall:  ”World of Cuckoos & other brood 
parasites”  Th is talk will consider the varied and 
surprising world of brood parasitism among birds. 
Of the 130 members of the Cuckoo family, about 
40% have evolved to be brood parasites, with a wide 
range of hosts and various parasitic strategies. In 
addition, we will look at the more than 40 species 
of brood parasitic birds which are not Cuckoos.  

Th e meeting starts at 7.30pm at the Parish Hall, North St, Ilminster TA19 
0DG, roadside parking (subject  to availability), Tesco or public car parks. 

Suggested donation: Adult members £3, non-members £4, no charge for 
children. Th e meeting will take place within current Covid-guidance. 
Enquiries: Valerie 01460 234551

November’s meeting will be Friday 26th when Robin Morrison, local 
Wildlife photographer will give an illustrated presentation (details later)

Somerset Wildlife Trust

Somerset Wildlife Trust is pleased to launch a new 
appeal which will help to support the Large Blue 
butterfl y. Th e Large Blue Butterfl y Appeal has been 
launched to help this rare and iconic butterfl y, which 
was declared extinct  in the UK in 1979. Th anks to 
donated eggs from Sweden it was reintroduced to 
south west sites in the 1980s - the Trust’s Green 
Down Nature Reserve being one - which is now 
home to the UK’s largest population of Large Blue 
butterfl ies. Th eir future however is under threat once 
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more due to the increasingly unpredict able weather due to our changing 
climate. 2018’s drought meant fewer red ant grubs and less Wild Th yme, 
the Large Blue caterpillar’s food plant, resulting in a steep fall in numbers in 
2019 – from approximately 9,500 adults in 2018 down to only 3,800. Th is 
spring’s cold snap will likely aff ect  the Large Blue too, though it will be 2022 
before we know the full impact .

Th e appeal is raising funds to support important monitoring of populations 
at Green Down, and to carry out habitat work to provide the conditions that 
this rare butterfl y – and the species it relies upon to complete its complex 
lifecycle – needs. Th is includes controlling tree and scrub growth, carrying 
out conservation grazing, and fence and infrastruct ure repairs. 

Th e appeal’s ambition is to help build the population suffi  ciently, so the 
Large Blue butterfl y can withstand climate shock and can also naturally 
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colonise, or be introduced to, other nearby nature reserves in the Polden 
Hills.

Mark Green, Reserves Manager, South Somerset said “Th e story of the Large 
Blue butterfl y is a fascinating one and an incredible conservation success 
story here in Somerset. But whilst our Green Down reserve has proved to 
be a safe haven for this wonderful creature so far, it is going to take a great 
deal of eff ort to ensure that the habitats they rely on for their fragile lifecyle 
are resilient enough to cope with now unpredict able weather conditions. 
Monitoring is critical, but with support we can work to grow its population. 
We hope people get behind the appeal and help ensure the Large Blue has a 
future here in the county.”

An amazing lifecycle:

Th e Large Blue butterfl y exists parasitically with a tiny red ant – Myrmica 
sabuleti – which is deceived into taking the butterfl y’s caterpillar into its 
brood chamber, where the caterpillar feeds on ant grubs before pupating 
and emerging as a beautiful butterfl y the following year. With such a niche 
lifecycle, as well as the butterfl y historically being a target for collect ors, and 
having been negatively aff ect ed by changing agricultural pract ices, it’s no 
wonder that Large Blue’s populations have always been fragile. 

In addition to the Large Blue butterfl y, the Large Blue appeal will also benefi t 
other species in the area, including the Shrill Carder Bee, one of the UK’s 
rarest bumblebees; cut-leaved selfheal, a perennial herb now only found in 
a few scattered locations in southern England; and the lesser whitethroat, 
a shy summer migrant that lives in the dense hawthorns and blackthorns 
around the edge of our Green Down reserve. Th ese species also rely on the 
important conservation work we do on our Green Down reserve for their 
survival too. 

If you can, please give today to help us protect  this amazing butterfl y into 
the future. Every donation, whatever the size, will make a real diff erence. 

You can donate to the appeal by visiting our website: https://www.
somersetwildlife.org/largeblueappeal, by telephoning 01823 652429 and 
speaking to Zoë, or by sending a cheque made payable to Somerset Wildlife 
Trust to 34 Wellington Road, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 5AW. Please specify 
that your cheque is for Large Blue Appeal.
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BIRD TABLES & 
GARDEN PLANTERS

Free local 
delivery 

Planters & Troughs 
Bat Boxes 

Bird Tables & Boxes 
Hedgehog Houses 

Log Stores
www.blackdownwoodcrafts.co.uk 

01823 601116 / 07711 504791
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Taking care of your loved ones with the dignity and respect that they deserve

Culmstock Road, 
Hemyock, EX15 3RJ

07860 390002
24 hours a day

50 Fore Street, 
Cullompton, EX15 1LB

01884 32855
9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

pringandson@aol.com

Proud provider of Golden Charter Plans www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk

1895 - 2020

4th Generation
Independent Family Business

A complete personal service to suit your wishes, 
arrangements can be made in the comfort 

of your own home.

Serving the Blackdown Hills and Culm Valley

Hemyock Funeral Directors
Est 1895
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Guillaume Dijon Telephone: 01823 421 049 
Ringborough House Mobile: 07892 406 096 
Churchinford, Taunton TA3 7EB Email: gdijon@consultant.com 

RINGBOROUGH DESIGN AND PLANNING 
 

Helping you build 
your dream home 
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Valid until 31.12.2021
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Maths Tuition 
GCSE and A level Maths Tuition from Maths Post Graduate with Ten Years 
Experience in One To One Tuition. 

All Lessons Tailored to the Individual, taught in a dedicated teaching space in 
Buckland St. Mary. 

DBS Checked. 

01460 234829   07928 590269 

harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com

Subscription Information
Even though we have now returned to print, a signifi cant number of our 
readers have said that they like having CBO News sent direct ly to their 
emails.

Please go to the website www.cbonews.org.uk and click on ‘Subscriptions’.

Th is will take you to a page where in the left-hand column you need to click 
on ‘Register for CBO News’

Remember: CBO News online is free and in full colour
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CBO News 

TO PAY SUBSCRIPTIONS ONLINE

We have introduced BACS payments for those who wish to use this facility to pay 
their subscriptions. Th is is up and running and is merely an additional method of 
paying, it does NOT REPLACE CASH OR CHEQUES for those who still prefer 
to use them.

TO MAKE A BACS PAYMENT

Using your own bank’s online facilities, pay £10 into the account detailed as below. 
Th is is a single payment for 12 months and not a direct  debit mandate. 

When making a payment, please use the following format as the reference number 
so that we know it is you who has subscribed:

XXXPOSTCODE

Where XXX is your three letter parish code followed by your postcode: 

• CHU  for Churchinford and Churchstanton
• BSM  for Buckland and Blackwater
• OTT  for Otterford and Bishopswood
• PIT  for Pitminster and Corfe 
For example: for someone living in Churchinford, their payment reference would 
typically be as follows: CHUTA37RD
For someone living in Buckland it would typically be like this: BSMTA203SJ
For someone living in Otterford it would typically be like this: OTTTA203RS
For a Pitminster subscriber it would typically be like this: PITTA37AZ

If you are making payment for someone else or for more than one subscription, 
please tell your distributor that you will be doing so, as there is not the facility 
to add this extra detailed information to an online payment. Of course, we 
will continue to accept cash and cheques. It is just that for ease of processing, 
cheque or BACS/online payment is preferable, with cash payment being the more 
time-consuming method to process. Th e intention is to make subscribing more 
convenient for everyone who is comfortable using whatever means they prefer.

Our account details for payments are as follows:

Lloyds Bank Account name: CBO News

Sort code: 30-98-97 Account No: 74317260
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Advertising in the CBO News - Scale of Charges
Size of advertisement in millimetres Monthly Annually

B/W   Colour

Pink Pages 

(no commercial 

advertisements)
(1/4 x A5 Size) 124w x 44h (Landscape) £7 £47      £80 N/A
(1/4 x A5 Size) 61w x 91h (Portrait) £7 £47      £80 N/A
(1/2 x A5 Size) 124w x 91h (Landscape) £16 £78      £150 £2
(A5 Size) 124w x 185h (Portrait) £23 £125    £280 £4
The CBO News accepts no liability for:
     1.  Any claims made by advertisers.
     2.  Any errors or omissions in the advertisement as submitted by the advertiser.
     3.  Any legal action as a result of the advertisement.
Acceptance of an advert into the Pink Pages is at the discretion of the CBO News
editorial team. We seek to uphold the purpose of the Pink Pages - namely to support 
local charities, community groups and clubs, fund-raising activities, and non-commercial 
activities, either taking place in the CBO parishes, or in the wider area where they may 
be deemed to be of interest to our readers - by charging a nominal advertising fee that 
is refl ective of the non-commercial nature of the event taking place.

Copy deadlines for the November 2021 issue: 

Adverts: noon, Thursday 7th October 2021

Editorial: noon, Thursday 14th October 2021

Editor:    Jon Mayled - 1 Stephens Cottages, Buckland St Mary, TA20 3SL  
   email: editors@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234181

Advertising Manager &  Josh Strickland - Beech House, Bishopswood, TA20 3RS
Treasurer:  e-mail: adverts@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234144

Pink Pages:   Dave Jefferies - email: pinkpages@cbonews.org.uk

Subscription Managers:  Churchstanton - Pat Stenning - 1 Lambpark Court, Churchinford, TA3 7PL
   Tel: 01823 602926

   Buckland St Mary - Bill Butt - Old Post Offi ce, Buckland St Mary, Chard,
   TA20 3SJ Tel: 01460 234225

   Otterford - Penny Gale - Lower Fyfett Barn, Otterford, Chard, TA20 3QP
   Tel: 01823 601577

Cover Photo:  © Oliver Hellowell 2021
       https://www.facebook.com/OliverHellowellPhotographer/

The CBO News team is nominated by the Parish Councils & Parochial Church Councils of 
Churchstanton, Buckland St Mary & Otterford. The Editor’s decision to publish is fi nal. 

Opinions expressed are those of the contributors not the editorial team.
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The Blackdown Practice
Hemyock      Surgery & DIspensary       Churchinford   Dunkeswell
Monday:      08.00 - 18.30*  15.00 - 18.00   08.30 - 12.30
        15.00 - 18.00
Tuesday:      08.00 - 18:30*  08.30 - 12.30   08.30 - 12.30
    15.00 - 18.00     
Wednesday:    08.00 - 18.30*  08.30 - 12.30   08.30 - 12.30
         15.00 - 18.00
Thursday:      08.00 - 18.30*  08.30 - 12.30   08.30 - 12.30
    15.00 - 18.00 
Friday:      08.00 - 18.30*  08.30 - 12.30   08.30 - 12.30

Saturday:      08:00 - 11:00
    
 * Hemyock dispensary is closed between 1.00 and 2.00.

Hemyock:    Appointments & enquiries  01823 680206
    Dispensary    01823 680007
    Fax (Repeat prescriptions)  01823 680680
Churchinford:   Appointments & enquiries  01823 681700
Dunkeswell:   Appointments & Dispensary  01823 681720
Blackdown Support Group:   Elizabeth McNabb   01823 681036

Church View Surgery
Monday:     8.00 - 6.30
Tuesday:     8.00 - 6.30
Wednesday:   8.00 - 6.30 
Thursday:     8.00 - 6.30
Friday:     8.00 - 6.30
    
    Appointments & enquiries  01460 55300
    Dispensary   01460 55511

Hospitals: Musgrove Park 01823 333444 Chard & District  01460 238220
 Honiton & District 01404 540540 St Margaret’s Hospice  01823 259394
 Yeovil & District 01935 475122

Police
Buckland St Mary

(Chard Rural)

Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant:  Rob Jameson
Chard Rural PC:   Alan Hollick
Police Community Support Offi cers:  Michelle Haines (Supervisor)
    Gareth Hallington 
    
Neighbourhood Watch:  Neil Arnold - neil.j.arnold@gmx.co.uk

Churchstanton & Otterford
(East Taunton & Rural)

Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant: Charmaine Dyne
Police Community Support Offi cers: Tony Wearmouth 07889 655312
    Steve Chapman steve.chapman@avonand somerset.police.uk
Partnership Support Offi ce:  Emma Tyson

Non-urgent reporting: 101 - if something is URGENT (burglary / fi ght in progress etc.) ring 999
0800-55111 To report suspicious activity and intelligence matters anonymously through Crime stoppers
Email: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact-us/
Website: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk 
Letters: Taunton Police Station, The Deane House, Belvedere Road, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1HE
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Useful Contact Details

Please contact us if you have any changes you would like us to make to this list.
Churchstanton: http://www.churchstantonpc.co.uk

Somerset West & Taunton District  Councillor – Ross Henley   01823 665988 
                                   Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Ian Firth         Cllr.I.Firth@churchstantonpc.co.uk 0781 3214535
Clerk to the Parish Council - Julie Wardle clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk  01823 299788
Village Hall bookings - Linda Knowles     07956960661
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris                    01823 421395
Churchstanton Primary School: Head Teacher - Claire Halstead                    01823 601354
             SCH.105@educ.somerset.gov.uk
Churchinford Community Shop      01823 601026
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper      01823 601347
Tower Captain - Ian Hooper      01823 601347

Buckland St Mary: http://www.buckland-st-mary.org.uk

South Somerset District Councillors – Jenny Kenton     07921 574019  
                       jenny.kenton@southsomerset.gov.uk
          – Martin Wale                     01460 65190
                                                                      martin.wale@southsomerset.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Keith Every     01460 234620
Clerk to the Parish Council - Veronica Moore                vmmoore21@hotmail.co.uk
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board                     01460 234200
Neighbourhood Watch - Neil Arnold      01460 234693
Buckland St Mary C.E. Primary School: CEO - Suzanne Flack    01460 234251
Executive Head of School - Steve Morton               http://www.bucklandstmaryceprimaryschool.sch.uk
Tower Captain - Keith Every                       01460 234620

Otterford: http://otterfordparishcouncil.org

Somerset West & Taunton District  Councillor – Ross Henley   01823 665988 
                                    Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Mike Canham     01460 234639
            mike.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Clerk to the Parish Council - Penny Hart                    01460 234639
Village Hall bookings - Amanda Williams     01460 234264
        bookings@otterfordparishhall.co.uk 
The Hub - Communications - Peter Naylor                     01823 601106
Churchwarden - David Ruthven      01823 601455

General:
Somerset County Councillor (Buckland St Mary) - Amanda Broom   01460 62102
Somerset County Councillor (Otterford & Churchstanton) - John Thorne  01823 663146 
                    JBThorne@somerset.gov.uk
Blackdown Community Bus  blackdownbus@gmail.com  07762 813967

Bishopswood Chapel
Chris Sussex       01460 234270

Blackdown Benefi ce
Rector - Revd Jim Fallon  revfallon@btinternet.com  01823 421757

Blackdown Hills AONB - Katherine Findlay     01823 680682
                            katherine.fi ndlay@devon.gov.uk 
TDBC Health Response Unit      01823 356337
Wessex Water                      0845 6004600
Bristol Water       0800 373501
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The forward-thinking independent school creating caring, 
ambitious and well-educated boys and girls.

A Centre of  Excellence for Performing Arts 
At Queen’s we pride ourselves on achieving 
production quality far above that which is  
normally associated with the ‘school play’.
•  Dedicated teachers and practitioners with  

professional industry experience
• In-house artistic director
• 570 seat theatre – the largest in the region
• Full blackout drama studio
• Large, well-equipped dance studio

Performing Arts and Music scholarships 
available.

Contact our friendly admissions team

01823 340830
admissions@queenscollege.org.uk 

www.queenscollege.org.uk

N U R S E RY  •  P R E - P R E P  •  P R E P  •  S E N I O R  •  S I X T H  F O R M

“Queen’s truly nurtures talent  
and it has instilled within me a love  

of performing and music that is sure  
to last a lifetime.”
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