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Private Coach Hire
Hire one of our luxury coaches to take
your club or group on a day out or to a
sporting fixture. We offer air conditioned
coaches with at-seat USB charging. Our
professional drivers look forward to
taking you to your destination.

M.O.T. Service
Book a Class 4, Class 5 or Class 7 M.O.T.
at our purpose-built workshops. We can
accommodate large camper vans too.
Our experienced mechanics offer their
wealth of knowledge to ensure your
vehicle is safe & legal to drive.

Day Trips from Hatch Green Coaches

COACHES

Explore the west country on one of our day trips. From coastal towns to historic cities,
we offer a range of destinations for you to enjoy. Local pick-up points make it even
easier for you to enjoy a day out. View our website for the latest destinations and dates.

PLEASE CONTACT US TO BOOK TODAY

www.hatchgreencoaches.co.uk
Call us today: 01823 480 338 | Email: info@hatchgreencoaches.co.uk
Hatch Green Coaches | Hatch Green Garage, Taunton, Somerset, TA3 6TN
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NEW
This is placed right at the front of the magazine this month so that you don’t
miss it!
For the time being, given the pandemic regulations, we are still unable to
produce a printed magazine. We are constrained by a number of factors:
primarily we need to serve as many of our subscribers as we possible can and
the distribution of a printed magazine is not possible given the health risks
involved. This is therefore the 15th CBO News to be available on line.
We do appreciate that this is causing a real problem for some of our regular
subscribers. At the moment all subscriptions are frozen until we see what the
future brings.
In order to help those people who are not on-line, can we please urge you
to print off the pages, such as Parish Council reports, which might be of
particular interest to them.
However, we hope that this month’s change will help you to have more
ready access to the magazine.
We are working towards a plan for August in the hope that we are out of
lockdown.
Please go to the website www.cbonews.org.uk and click on ‘Subscriptions’.
This will take you to a page where you will see this, on the left-hand column:

Click on ‘Register for CBO News’
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Click on ‘Register’

The Password is entirely your choice.
Once you have completed this you will receive every new copy of CBO News
by email as soon as it is published.
We are bound by all GDPR legislation and will only store that data which
you provide and guarantee that it will not be sold to or used by any other
organisations.
We hope that this new service will help you to benefit as much as possible
from the magazine while we await future developments.
Any questions please contact us.

Jon, Josh & Dave
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Editorial
Dear Readers,
[Last month] Hopefully, we are almost there and out of lockdown!
For 14 months CBO has been online only and the editorial team has been
planning for the future. We hope (Covid permitting) to return to print for
July.
Initially we hope we can go back to a full print run but it will always be
available for free on the website. Where we go from there will depend on
our readers.
It seems that Nostradamus might be a more accurate predictor of the future!
“Hot July brings cooling showers,
Apricots and gillyflowers.” Sara Coleridge
“The Summer looks out from her brazen tower,
Through the flashing bars of July.” Francis Thompson
“Do what we can, summer will have its flies.” Ralph Waldo Emerson

Until next month

Jon, Josh & Dave
While the editor welcomes material for publication in the CBO News, it is not guaranteed that any item will be
included or will appear in a particular edition. The right to edit or shorten any items which are used is reserved.
5 of content or agreement with views expressed.
Publication is in good faith and does not imply accuracy

Blackdown Benefice
The churches of the Blackdown Benefice are closed for communal worship
because of the pandemic.
Most churches are still open for private worship or visits. If you do go to any
of the churches please remember that all Covid-19 restrictions are still in
place. You must sanitize your hands on entering and leaving, wear a mask if
you are not alone, and practice social-distancing.
Sunday services are continuing by Zoom. To check the details visit the
Benefice website: https://www.blackdownbenefice.org.uk or join our
Facebook group.
It is hoped that, dependent on government guidance, our churches may
reopen in August.

Bishopswood Chapel
All Chapel Services and Bible Study meetings are cancelled until further
notice.
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Jon’s Thought
For those who remember the The Hitchiker’s Guide to the Galaxy there was a famous
line where, faced with disaster, a character says, ‘Well, the best laid plans of mice
and men’ and gets the response, ‘What’s it got to do with men’. [For the poetry
scholars amongst you, the first quote is an anglicised version of a line from To a
Mouse by Robert Burns:

‘But Mousie, thou art no thy-lane,
In proving foresight may be vain:
The best laid schemes o’ Mice an’ Men
Gang aft agley,
An’ lea’e us nought but grief an’ pain,
For promis’d joy!]
June certainly saw how Covid-19 alpha, beta, gamma, delta, delta+ … can
easily thwart human ambitions.
Since then we have encountered sausage wars, horrendous traffic daily on
the A303 as people on stay-cations have rushed to Devon and snapped up
the rooms in Cornwall vacated after the G7 summit, and regrettably the
cancellation of the Buckland St Mary Picnic and delay for the Churchstanton
Village Event.
It seems that we just have to live through this day by day. Yesterday it was
reported (it is difficult to know on what evidence) that the camaraderie
of the first lockdown was rapidly evaporating as people returned to being
complainers and moaners about everything.
If this is true then it is very unfortunate that people’s memories of others
kindness is so short-lived. When we set up village groups to help those
housebound by the pandemic there was a huge ground-swell of assistance
and concern. This may have now bated somehow but there are still people
who, through disabilities, loneliness or fear, need help. I hope these acts of
kindness will not completely dissipate.
“It is a far, far better thing that I do, than I have ever done; it is a far
far better rest that I go to than I have ever known.” The Tale of Two
Cities – Charles Dickens
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Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for
his friends. (John 15:13)

Jon

Thoughts from Bishopswood
I was amazed to see so many people in London demonstrating against the
Covid vaccine when hundreds of protesters took over Parliament Square.
Many in the crowd claimed the coronavirus pandemic is a hoax while others
protested against the idea of vaccine passports. There were placards that
read: “My body, my choice”. Several people set off smoke bombs and one
launched a firework. One anti-lockdown protester said he was protesting
“because I want to be free and I want you to be free and the government
are lying to us”. Another woman said she was attending the protest because
the press “are lying to us”. Many of the demonstrators had travelled from
other parts of the country. I don’t know what these people hope their
demonstration will achieve but, for some reason they do seem to want to
impress their beliefs on others.
I do know someone who is vehemently opposed to ‘getting the jab.’
“I’m not prepared to be a guinea pig,” he said.
“Not even the 33 millionth one,” I replied.
As the conversation continued he became more and more vociferous, less
and less logical, claimed that he had proof having watched some you tube
videos and I ended up thinking that he must simply have needle phobia.
It seems to me that people believe what they want to believe and don’t
wish to be confused by the facts. When emotions clash with facts emotions
usually win.
That makes my life, as an ambassador for Jesus Christ, very difficult. When
I look at it I find the evidence for there being a God who sent his son, Jesus
into the world in order rescue us overwhelming. Unlike the anti-vaccination
crowds I have a good reason to tell others but I know I am up against, in the
words of one protester, “I want to be free and I want you to be free and the
government are lying to us”.
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Keeping connected!
As we continue to move through the Covid-19 pandemic, we are
looking at new ways to keep people informed of what is happening
and also to offer support in any way in which we can.
On our website CBO News you will find the latest edition and also
more Covid-19 information. You can also join us on Facebook at
CBO News.
With have been planning for the future and hope that soon we will
be able to consult our readers on plans for the way forward.
The Blackdown Benefice website contains details of online services
etc. There is also a new Benefice Facebook group.
The Blackdown Support Group is also on Facebook
On WhatsApp there is a Bishopswood / Otterford group.
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How many deaths do we have to see before that man will believe? The
worldwide figure is approaching 34 million. How many cases? The figure
is put at 172 million. How much suffering is required? How much will
governments spend? Yet these people will go out of their way, spend their
time and money getting there to protest that this is all a hoax. You only have
to look at the data, to use an in expression.
So where is my data when it comes to my role as an ambassador for Christ?
Where are the records telling us how Christianity arose? What is the
character of the founder? What did he teach? Are his teachings good or
bad? Does he appear good or bad or mad? If we embodied those teachings
into our beliefs would the world be a better place. I’m thinking of: turn the
other cheek – go the extra mile – love your neighbour as yourself – love your
enemies.
The death rate for the human race isn’t a mere 172 million. These teachings
tell us how, while we might die, we can live. Even their claims make them
important, they are readily available, yet rather than read them people would
prefer to pick up their ideas from you tube.
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live.”

Nyall
Letter from Assistant Bishop Trevor
God’s gift to humankind
The leaves of the trees will be for the healing of the nations. (Revelation 22:2
A few days spent recently in the Lakes gave us a much-anticipated opportunity
to visit the new RHS garden, Bridgewater, near Manchester. Created in the
ruins of the much-overgrown walled garden of a long gone great house, the
garden is the result of co-operation between the RHS and the City Council.
While the Paradise Garden with its pools and flowing water reminded me of
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the river of life in the Revelation, it was the therapeutic garden which captured
my imagination. A number of charities working in inner Manchester with
people whose lives are deeply affected by issues of mental health and social
deprivation had approached the RHS to explore the possibility of creating
a working garden to be grown and maintained by the various communities
involved. The result is stunning both visually and mentally.
To aid the development the partners decided to allocate some of their limited
financial resources towards the appointment of a full time occupational
therapeutic gardener. Talking with her and reading the display boards
around the garden we discovered that for many of those involved not only
was this their first experience of gardening but more importantly the physical
work and interaction is giving them a hope and purpose in life in ways that
nothing else had been able to achieve.
The Revelation speaks of a world transformed and made new by God; the
very stuff of the earth, trees and water, bringing new life to what was tired
and old. The Scriptures remind us that the earth is God’s gift to humankind
to be tended and cherished; to be used for the good of all.
But let the last word be that of the therapeutic gardener “we can care for
others; we can care for the earth. All we need is a vision and the will.”
With my blessing

+Trevor
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Churchinford & District Community Shop
Before you go to town, try the Churchinford Community Shop
Over 2000 items in stock & competitive pricing!

Daily deliveries of quality Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
Milk & other Dairy
Bread, Cakes, Sandwiches & Pasties
Fresh Local Meat, Free Range Eggs
Beers, Wines & Ciders
News and Stationery
Plants and Compost
Over 25 local suppliers

Post Office
Mon – Fri 9am-3.30pm
Mail, Banking, Withdrawal & Deposits, Health Lottery, Bill Payment
Mini Rural Information Centre
Why not enjoy a Coffee/Tea & Treat offer in our coffee shop with
indoor and outdoor seating.
FREE use of Community Computer & Wi-Fi
Book Exchange, Local Art, Cards
Open Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.30pm Sat 8.30am-2pm Sun Closed
Churchinford & District Community Shop
Churchinford
TA3 7DJ
Tel: 01823 601026
Email: shopmanager@churchinfordshop.co.uk
www.churchinfordshop.co.uk
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Moths Matter
Cast into the shade by their largely nocturnal habits and their showy relatives
the butterflies, moths are a rather unloved and under-appreciated group of
insects. To some, they are the annoying things that flap around the lights at
night if you have left your windows open, to others they spark fear that their
wardrobe will be under attack.
Of the approximately 2,500 moth species in the UK, only a couple are
interested in your textiles (and these are the larvae rather than the flying
adult), most moths would rather be outside where they are hugely beneficial.
Moths are important pollinators, you may not see them but at night they
are busy in our gardens and fields helping to pollinate the flowers and crops.
They also provide an incredibly valuable food source for birds and the
caterpillars particularly are a favourite for many who rely on them to keep
their chicks fed. Bats rely on the adult moths as an important part of their
diet and an arms race has developed. Bats use echolocation to catch prey in
the dark, emitting high frequency clicks to locate and hone in on the moth.
To combat this, some moths have developed highly sensitive hearing so they
can detect the clicks and drop from the sky to avoid being eaten, others have
evolved their own clicks to confuse the bats and jam their echolocation.
Besides their ecological importance, coming in a huge variety of sizes,
shapes and colours, moths are actually rather beautiful when you see them
up close. With a wing span of up to 6cm, the elephant hawk-moth is bright
pink, yellow and fluffy all over. The buff-tip is a master of disguise, looking
perfectly like the broken twig of a birch tree. Some are speckled white,
others bright green, some the colour of burnished brass. They also have the
most fantastic names; scarlet tiger, rosy footman, deaths head hawk-moth,
feathered gothic, setaceous Hebrew character to name just a few.
Like many insects, moths are not faring well. A report published earlier
this year by Butterfly Conservation found that larger moth species had
declined by 39% across southern Britain over the last 50 years, the reasons
given including habitat loss, changes in land management and pesticide
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use, climate change and light pollution. With declines in moths, along with
other insect species, there are also declines in some of the species that rely
on them for food.
However, there are things we can do to support our local moths. You can plant
night-flowering, nectar-rich plants, which have specifically evolved to attract
nocturnal insects including Nicotiana (tobacco plant), evening primroses
and night scented stocks. Summer-flowering jasmines, honeysuckles will
also attract moths. Day-flying moths, such as the silver-Y and the impressive
hummingbird hawk moth, can be lured with lavenders and buddleia.
As well as planting, consider leaving areas of your garden and verges a little
bit wilder, longer vegetation offers adult moths and caterpillars a chance to
hide from predators or to overwinter and many ‘weeds’ such as nettles are
vital food sources for moth caterpillars, as well as butterflies. Pesticides are
also bad news for moths and other insects so avoiding the use of these will
also be very beneficial.
With the warming weather we have been using our moth trap in the garden,
this humane trap attracts moths during the night with a bright lamp where
they fall into a box underneath, in the morning we have a look to see what
treasure the night has brought. Below are a few pictures of some of the
moths we have seen. After marvelling at them, we hide them in a quiet
corner so they fly off again in the evening.
If you are interested in marvelling at the mighty moths for yourself, the
Friends of Otterhead Lakes are hoping to run
a public moth trap later in the summer and
we will advertise the event so you can come
along.

Jolyon Chesworth

Elephant hawk-moths
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Coronavirus

Wash your hands
more often
for 20 seconds
Use soap and water or a hand sanitiser when you:
• Get home or into work
• Blow your nose, sneeze or cough
• Eat or handle food

CORONAVIRUS

PROTECT
For more information and the Government’s
Action Plan go to nhs.uk/coronavirus
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YOURSELF
& OTHERS

Leopard moth

Buff-tip moth

Poplar hawk-moth
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0330 229 1700
8am-11pm

7 days a week
LISTENING CHAPLAINCY PHONELINE
Serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire
We are a faith-based service offering chaplaincy support
for people of all faiths and none in times of emergency
Are you recently bereaved or concerned about end of life issues?
Are you a key worker overwhelmed by what you are facing or dealing with at work?
Are you worried about someone who is seriously ill, especially if you can’t visit them?
Are you anxious about the effect that the COVID 19 crisis is having on your life?
Maybe you would just like someone from the faith communities to talk to.

If you live in the Bristol, Somerset or South Gloucestershire area:

Call 0330 229 1700 ● 8am-11pm ● 7 days a week

CARING and CONFIDENTIAL
The Faith Communities Major Emergencies Team serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire
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A Wonderful Wildlife Garden
There has been a 45% decline in numbers of invertebrates since the 1970s
and by creating areas of wildflowers in our gardens we can help to stop this
loss of biodiversity. With this in mind, I decided to turn my garden lawn
into a wildflower meadow. I cut the grass as low as possible at the end of the
summer, scarified it thoroughly to create bare ground and sowed it in the
early autumn with a mixture of wildflower seeds and grasses collected and
sold by Goren Farm, near Stockland. Although the ground over the winter
obviously looked very bare, by this summer it has been transformed into
an array of plants. Yellow rattle has been particularly abundant with other
wild plants such as cuckoo flower, red clover, ox- eye daisies, common sorrel,
crested dog’s tail, black medic, yarrow, bush vetch, meadow buttercup and
germander speedwell all in the mix. Some ‘plugs’ of devil’s bit scabious
plants have also been added to the meadow this year. Once the plants have
finished flowering, some of the seeds will be collected and used to re-seed
grasslands elsewhere. Yellow rattle is semi-parasitic on grasses and as such is
a good plant to sow when establishing meadows as it helps to suppress the
growth of some of the more vigorous and potentially dominant grasses and
allows space for the germination and growth of other plants.
The bees, butterflies and hoverflies have all
been making use of this abundant nectar
source. Here is one of the many bumble
bees feeding on the yellow rattle. These
insects along with moths and flies in turn
help to pollinate other plants, including
many of our commercial crops and also,
most importantly, my own fruit and
vegetables!
Many of these insects and their larvae
also act as a food source for other animals
higher up in the food chain such as blue and great tits, whilst the plant seeds
are food for goldfinches and chaffinches.
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21st OTTERFORD
PARISH LITTER PICK
(PICKING - THE ‘NEW NORM’ WAY)

SATURDAY 17th JULY 2021
Final confirmation and details will be worked up in early July – after
assessing government restrictions/guidelines (and applying
common sense!)- but (as for the last three Picks) prior registration is
required, there will be no use of the hall, car sharing and picking
should only be with household members (a few singles can be
accommodated), and kits will be delivered to you before the Pick.

JOIN US TO ADD TO THE 859 SACKS ALREADY COLLECTED: AND
8,450 DRINKS CANS, 6,567 PLASTIC BOTTLES, 1,333 GLASS
BOTTLES/JARS, METAL, & PAPER/CARDBOARD ALREADY RECYCLED
We’ll email final details, a week or so before the Pick, to everyone
who has picked with us before: if you haven’t picked before, but
would like to do so this time, please notify Penny Hart in advance –
01460 234639, or penny.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
NUMBERS ARE LIMITED – PLEASE BOOK EARLY
PLEASE DO NOT JUST TURN UP ON THE DAY
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The long grass and plants create homes for beneficial insects such as ladybirds,
lacewings and spiders which help to control pests in gardens.
I built this ‘bug hotel’ using pallets, bricks,
pipes, straw and canes, all donated by local
people, and allowed a nice green roof to grow.
The various nooks, crannies and tunnels
provide homes for many different insects:
dead wood and loose bark is enjoyed by
beetles, woodlice and centipedes and small
holes and tubes provide homes for solitary
bees. Dry leaves and sticks or straw attract
ladybirds and other bugs and beetles.
Larger holes also provide cool, damp places for frogs and toads and if it is
frost-free they may spend the winter there too.
My pond was dug out and lined five years ago
and has been allowed to fill and develop with
additional plants such as ragged robin and
yellow flag iris sourced locally from friends in
the village. The pond at its deepest is about 18
inches deep but most of the pond is shallower at
about 8-10 inches in depth. In hindsight I would
have made more of the pond deeper, in order to
reduce the blanket weed that seems to favour the
shallow areas and could potentially de-oxygenate the pond without regular
clearance. Common newts abound and two this year were pregnant.
At the back of my garden, I have left this
bank to flourish with hedgerow plants such as
meadow buttercup, red campion and earlier
in the summer, bluebells and cowslips. As well
as providing the nectar sources, these areas of
long vegetation provide hiding places for slow
worms, birds’ nests and potentially dormice.
In one corner of the bank, I have placed a
mound of stones, covered in turfs to attract
21
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reptiles and amphibians while in the opposite corner there is now a wellestablished stumpery – excellent habitat for stag beetles.
If anyone is interested in finding out more about my garden or helping
wildlife and the wider environment generally, please feel free to contact me:
trishacomrie@gmail.com
There is also a wonderful booklet called Gardening for Wildlife – produced
by Transition Town Wellington
Email community.ttw@gmail.com
Website www.ttw.org.uk

Trisha Comrie

Churchstanton Parish Council
UPDATE – July 2021
Finance – Balance of Accounts as at 1st June 2021
The parish council were delighted to ratify the vote taken at the Annual Parish
Meeting to approve the award of a grant of £1,300 from the Churchstanton
Community Fund to the Outdoor Space Management Group (OSMG)
towards the cost of grass cutting.
The next window for applications to the Churchstanton Community Fund
will close on 30th September, 2021
Planning
•

10/21/0016 Replacement of bungalow with a two-storey detached
dwelling at The Beeches, Taunton Road, Churchinford – Cllr. Rifath
left the room whilst this application was discussed and a vote was taken.
The parish council support this application.
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•

10/21/0020 Change of use of land to domestic curtilage with erection
of detached double garage on land to the rear of Sylvan View, Honiton
Road, Churchinford - The parish council support this application

•

10/21/0018 Replacement of windows and doors – Full Planning
Permission - The parish council support this application

•

10/21/0019/LB Replacement of windows and doors – Listed Building
Consent - The parish council support this application

Details of all recent planning applications and the responses of our
Parish Council can be found on the parish council website. You can also
review all of the applications in full on the SWT website. https://www2.
somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/asp/webpages/plan/plapplookup.asp
Parish Party – Unfortunately due to the ongoing Covid restrictions, the
parish party has had to be temporarily postponed.
The good news is that the event will now take place on Saturday 21st August,
2021. Adverts for this exciting event will be displayed around the parish.
Take Art – The two productions by Take Art will still go ahead as planned
on Churchstanton Community Field on Saturday 17th July, 2021 at 3pm
Highways – Due to the rejection by Somerset County Council Highways
to the parish councils’ request to reduce the speed limit in Churchinford to
20mph, the parish council made six ‘20 is plenty’ signs and attached one to
each of the 30 mph signs on the approach roads into the village. The parish
council continue to look at alternative measures for addressing the speed of
traffic through the village for example, installing Speed Indicator Devices
and setting up a Community Speedwatch Group. If you are interested in
getting involved, please contact the parish clerk.
Vacancy on Parish Council – A vote will take place at the next parish
council meeting on Wednesday 14th July to co-opt a new parish councillor
on to the parish council.
Full details of our Parish Council meetings can be found in the minutes
displayed on the Parish notice boards in Churchinford and Stapley as well
as on the Parish website www.churchinfordpc.co.uk. If you would like to
speak to one of our Parish Councillors, please contact the Parish Clerk who
will arrange this for you.
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The following Blackdown Support Group services continue to be
available for anyone in the Blackdown Hills who needs them:
# Transport to medical appointments (including Covid vaccination
appointments) for anyone who doesn’t drive or have other means of
transport.
# Prescription delivery, shopping support/errands for anyone
shielding, high risk or with limited mobility.
# Telephone support for those living alone or struggling to cope.
# Advice and guidance on other support services available.
If you know someone in need or if you would like to support us as a
volunteer please contact us:
01823 681 036
d-ccg.bsgadmin@nhs.net
Please note our volunteer telephone befrienders can work from
home. Shopping/delivery volunteers are out in the community.
Medical Transport volunteers use their own car to transport
passengers to important appointments; PPE and infection control
guidance are provided. Transport volunteers also require a DBS check.
Thank you.
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If you would like to contact the Parish Clerk regarding any of the above you
can do so by email to clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk or alternatively you can
call 01823 299788.

Julie Wardle
Parish Clerk

Churchinford Weather
CHURCHINFORD

Total Rainfall for May
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For local weather go to www
.wunderground
.com/personal-weather-station/ dashboard
?ID=ITAUNT
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Temperatures for May
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Wind Gusts for May
32.4

Wind Gust MPH

27.5

27.5

27.5 27.5
22.4

01

02

03

24.8
19.9

17.417.4

15.0
12.3

17.4

19.9
15.0 15.0

12.3

04

05

06

07

9.8

08

09

27.5

24.8

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

29

17.4

17.4

15.0 15.0

12.3 12.3

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

17.4
12.3

27

9.8 9.8 9.8

28

29

30

31

30

setting and achieving high educational standards through a creative, ambitious enquiry-based curriculum supporting our children to
reach their full potential.
fully exploiting our rural setting to inspire creativity and embrace outdoor learning opportunities.
providing an exciting and inclusive environment for our children to learn and develop, nurturing their health, emotional and social
well-being.
empowering children for the next step of their learning journey.
collaborating with children, staff, governors, parents and friends to become positive members of our wider community.

If this sounds like the start in life you want for your child, then do book a visit with Ms Coles in the school office on 01823 601354. More
information and details about our curriculum can be found on our website - www.churchstanton.somerset.sch.uk. We look forward
to hearing from you. Mrs C Halstead, Headteacher.










We work together to support our children to become Respectful, Responsible, Resilient, Risk-takers with a caring attitude to the
world around them; each with an enquiring mind setting them ready to be educated citizens. We achieve this by:

“A unique Place to begin your child’s education.”
Our School Vision and Values

Churchstanton Primary School

Pavilion Bonus Ball
1st				14
8th				15
15th				50
22nd				 7
29th				44		Elsie Taylor

Buckland St Mary Parish Council
10th June 2021
Matters Arising
The dog litter bin recently installed, would now be emptied during normal
SSDC rounds, on a Wednesday, not a Thursday.
County Councillor and District Councillor reports
District Councillor Kenton had issued her report previously, and this had
been circulated to Councillors. The main points covered were:
Over 350 planning applications were determined over the month of April.
Reporting of enforcement cases has quadrupled since January 2020 and a
triage process is being set up to ensure non-enforcement cases were weeded
out before they get to specialists. Enforcement issues must be reported
through the SSDC website.
South Somerset are planning to employ 30 young people on six months
contracts through the Government Plan for Jobs campaign, giving young
people an opportunity to gain experience locally and learn new skills.
Somerset Waste Partnership issues – there was a shortage of HGV drivers
causing missed bin collections.
Result for the vote on the Unitary Council was 35% for One Somerset , 65%
for two unitary authorities. The decision of the Minister is now awaited.
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The Somerset Bereavement
Support Service is here if
you’ve been bereaved and
need emotional support or
someone to talk to.

How we can help
Marie Curie Companions can provide bereavement support for
people across Somerset who are over the age of 18. This service
provides telephone support calls with compassionate
volunteers. They’ve all completed specific training, including how to
support people in sensitive situations and dealing with difficult
subjects, such as death, dying and bereavement.
In addition, a further six sessions of one to one bereavement
counselling can be provided by experienced bereavement support
workers at Mind in Somerset specialist bereavement service. Mind in
Somerset support adults and children aged 12+.

We are here to help and welcome your call.
9am to 5pm, Monday to Saturday.

Call us on 0800 304 7412
In partnership with

Charity reg no. 207994 (England & Wales), SC038731 (Scotland) F446e
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Ben Gold/Marie Curie

Bereavement support

Boundaries for Councillors for the next election is awaited.
Environment issues – SSDC have made a commitment to recognise climate
change and to be carbon neutral by 2030.
County Councillor Broom had also issued her report previously, and this
had been circulated to Councillors. Main points covered were:All SCC councillors will remain in post until May 2022 due to the pandemic.
This may be extended to May 2023 and may coincide with elections for the
new Unitary authority.
J25 opening work has been mainly completed.
Plant based school meals – a resident had written to SCC, regarding the
opportunity for SCC to support schools moving towards more plant based
school meals. As a result, SSE have arranged a meeting with ProVeg to
discuss plans and hope to include information and links on ProVeg within
the Support Services for Education website to help raise awareness of their
services to schools.
Donate a toothbrush and create a healthier smile – during National
Smile Month (17 May-17 June), SCC were encouraging everyone to give
toothbrushes and toothpaste when donating to Foodbanks.
The Chair asked if County Councillor Broom would ask for the removal of
road signs which had been left in the hedge at Hornsey Cross, following a
caravan fire some weeks ago.
Planning
(i)
Application No.
21/01044/FUL
Applicant
Proposal
Change of use of land from agriculture to Sui Generis (dog
exercise/walking area)
Location
Land at Hare Lane, Buckland St Mary
After full consideration, there were no objections.
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(ii)
Application No.
21/01393/HOU
Applicant
Proposal
Proposed erection of extension to dwelling
Location
Waltham, Little Hill, Buckland St Mary, Chard
There were no objections to this application, which was supported.
Community Bring your own Picnic – 3rd July 2021
Councillor Parsons reported that toilets had been booked. Councillor
Barton reported that FOBS had wanted to hold a raffle, and it was thought
most of these tickets would be bought at school.
Gazebos were being lent and six people were needed to help with erecting
these the night before. It was suggested that people bring chairs if they
preferred.
Councillor Barton offered to put up posters, but there was a possibility that
the event would not happen if the lockdown was continued.
(Please note: following the meeting, because of the continuation of lockdown
restrictions, the Picnic has been postponed)
Temporary Road Closures
Temporary road closures had been notified:(i)
Ding Road, Buckland St Mary – road closed from 30th June 2021
for 10 days.
(ii)
Broomfield Lane – date had changed to commence on 10th August
2021 for 2 days.
Finance – accounts for payment
Outstanding accounts for payment were agreed.
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Shelly’s Care
Local Microprovider with 30 years care experience.
Are you looking for help that is tailored to your needs?
Shelly’s care may be just what you’re looking for. I’m offering
support for people with a learning disabilities or the elderly.
I have a DBS, insurance, and car business insurance.
I offer the following services:
Personal care, shopping, cooking, sitting service, support
to appointments, company and much more. For more
information contact Michelle Reed: 07853281411
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Matters for report
Hilary Cumming had asked if the PC could take over the Liberator crash
site, details of which were on ‘Vanished Lives’ website. This was agreed.
The Chair asked the Clerk to chase up the repainting of the low cost housing
in the village which was promised last year.
Compost bins – there were 4 left out of the 10 purchased. Councillor
Spencer asked if one could be given to the school, and she would check with
them.
The Clerk reported a phone call she had received about signposting on the
bridleway in Manning Lane and this would be reported to SSDC.
Date and time of next meeting
The next meeting will be held in the Village Hall on Thursday 1st July 2021,
at 8.00 pm.
(These are notes from the meeting. Full minutes will be posted on website
when agreed after the next meeting on 1st July 2021)

Veronica Moore

Buckland St Mary Village Field
As reported in previous issues of CBO News, thanks to the Parish Council
a section of the field behind Buckland St Mary village hall has been left to
grow long over the spring and summer with a view to establishing it as a
wildflower meadow that supports increased wildlife.
We visited the village hall field at the
beginning of June and it was great to see
the impact the change in management is
starting to have. The remainder of the field
had been recently mown and the difference
between the two areas was very noticeable.
The area that has been left to grow had
a good diversity of tall grasses present
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Tired of feeling blocked, emotionally or physically?

Are you ready to make changes?

Maybe you're Stressed, Worried, or have Problems Sleeping? Do
you need to improve your Circulation, General Wellbeing? or ...

'Fantastic firm confident pressure, energising & relaxing at the same time.' Julia
'This is my first ever reflexology session. It was the most deep and mindful experience I've
had for years. Emma has the most reassuring & therapeutic manner.' Tony
By massaging specific areas on the feet and hands, this non-invasive complementary
therapy can relieve stress and tension, aid sleep, uplift moods, promote good
circulation, improve and unblock nerve impulses, enhance general well-being and
encourage restoration of your body's natural balance: helping us to feel 'well'. And,
most importantly, Reflexology gives us time and space to be heard

When the body is in harmony, it is best placed to do its own
healing, restoration, repair and rejueventaion
I work from The Healthy Living & Activity Centre in Hemyock
Additional clinics in Honiton & Dunkeswell
Home Visits also available - travel costs may apply
For more information, or to book an appointment, contact:

Emma Finch IIR MAR
m: 07957 161748 / 01404 891351
e: info@meaningfulsoles.com
www.meaningfulsoles.com
fb: facebook/meaningfulsoles
your health, your life, your choice
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including Yorkshire-fog, meadow foxtail, sweet vernal grass, cocksfoot and
rough meadow-grass. A number of wildflowers were also present including
creeping buttercup, white clover, common mouse-ear, hogweed, ribwort
plantain and dandelion. The habitat was providing good structure for a
range of wildlife and pollen and nectar for insects. We noted white tailed
bumblebees, rustic sailor beetles, common froghopper, silver Y and brown
silver-line moths and a number of different flies and solitary bees on our
visit. The grass was not too dense, suggesting it may support a wider range
of wildflower species over time as they prefer poor soils. The flowers and
insects noted in the long areas were largely absent from the cut section,
demonstrating how a simple change in management can quickly start to
have positive benefits for wildlife, although some areas are required to be cut
for various purposes.
We will assess the field as the summer progresses and aim to over-sow a
small amount of native wildflower seed, purchased locally from Goren farm,
into the existing grassland towards the end of the summer. The seed would
then be left for a few weeks to bed in, and then the meadow area will be cut
back, which helps the wildflower seed make contact with the soil. The plan
is to cut the area using scythes, assuming permissions are granted, and the
arisings will be raked off. We hope to run this scything day as a public event
with members of the community participating and learning this traditional
management craft, more details of how you can get involved to follow. If
you have visited the field let us know what you think.

Joanna Chesworth

Common froghopper
Philaenus spumarius

Rustic sailor beetle
Cantharis rustica
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Buckland St Mary Flower Show
It’s Time to be Together
Remember when our community used to come together to celebrate
important events, share cups of tea, put our brains together for quizzes
and support our schools and churches? It seems like a long, long, distant
memory…
We are hoping that those memories will soon be a reality once again when,
on the 22nd August we plan to stage the ‘2021 Buckland St Mary Flower
Show’. We’ve been avidly watching the news, checking government guidance,
asking questions like ‘is it on? is it off? is it sensible? would people come?’
Well, we’ve decided that it’s definitely on. It’s what we all need and people
are keen to be involved. We may have to do things a little bit differently but
in reality we probably won’t know exactly what that means until a few days
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before the show happens. We’ve realised that we’ve got to learn to be flexible
and adaptable in these crazy times and that’s just what we’ll do to bring our
community together again.
We know that for many of you cash may be a thing of the past, and it is
something we are trying to make easier, but we may not be quite there by the
time the big day comes around this year. We’ll be trialling paying for entries
by bank direct credit as a way of trying to make cash handling less necessary,
for anyone who wants to. Our bank details will be available on the entry
forms and the website. It’s proving a little challenging at the moment so
please do try and bring some cash along to support our charity.
Schedules are now available in Buckland St Mary Church, Otterford Village
Hall and Churchinford community shop. You can also find an e-version on
our website www.bucklandflowershow.com. Unfortunately we can’t place
them in some of the normal places as they aren’t open for people to pick up.
We’d love as many as you to enter as feel able and we’d love to see many
more people supporting us on the day. We’ll do whatever we can to make it
safe and an event that you can all enjoy.
Kids, we’d love to see you entering too but doubt we’ll be able to come into
school this year to tell you all about it. Have a look on the website and you’ll
see all the fabulous fun classes we’ve put together for you to enter over the
school holidays, when you’ve got some time on your hands to get creative.
This year is all about ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and ‘Food Glorious
Food’. Have a look and you can join in the fun and win some prizes!
This year’s charity ‘Taunton Food Bank’ is one that has suffered as a result
of the pandemic. More local people are living in crisis, with 1 in 5 of the
UK population living below the poverty line. As well as trying to raise some
funds for local people who need our help we’ll be asking you to bring along
a non-perishable tin or packet of food to place in our ‘food tub’ so that we
can donate this too.
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present

THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS
Saturday

31 JULY 4.00pm

Churchinford Cricket Club (TA3 7QJ)
Tickets: Adult £14 Child (Under 16) £8.50
Family £38 (2 adults + 2 children)
Available from Churchinford Community Shop or online

www.thepantaloons.co.uk

* Gates open 3pm *
* Bring a picnic, warm clothes & something to sit on! *
* Refreshments will be available if COVID restrictions allow *

All proceeds to Macmillan Cancer Support
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We hope that you’ll be able to support us by taking part or coming along to
see people’s achievements on the day.
We’ll keep you updated but the thing we want you to remember is that, we
plan for it to be on this year!

Julie, Kathy, Lena and Sal

F.O.B.S.
The Buckland Picnic on 3rd July has
of course been cancelled because of
Covid-19 regulations.
However, F.O.B.S. raffle to raise
money for the school is still going
ahead!
Tickets are £1 each in books of five.
Please ask any member of the
F.O.B.S. Committee.
Contactless purchase is also
available.
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Your Post Office Outreach
Keeping services and communities alive

BUCKLAND ST MARY OUTREACH

THE POST OFFICE IN THE CHURCH
Every Wednesday 1.30m t o 3 . 3 0 p m
Make t h e m o s t o f t h i s i m p o r t a n t local f a c i l i t y

J o i n y o u r neighbours t h e r e
f o r tea, cake and a chat

Churchinford & D i s t r i c t C o m m u n i t y Shop & Post Office
For i n f o r m a t i o n contact Ruth 01823 601026
shopmanager@churchinfordshop.co.uk
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Yarty Gardening Club
How lovely it was to get together with club members and
actually visit a garden again. About half of our membership
enjoyed a beautiful sunny afternoon at Forde Abbey towards the
end of May. Due to the late spring this year, the development
of vegetables in the kitchen garden seemed a little slower than
usual, but there was promise of much produce to come.
Several of us visited the bog garden which has been developed quite a bit
over the past couple of years. The candelabra type primulas were flowering
well, Primula bulleyana with burnt orange flowers and Primula beesiana with
purple-red flowers. There were a number of Primula japonica in a range of
colours nestled at the edge of the stream which has been created through the
area. We were also impressed with the size of some of the Rodgersia pinnata
and Zantedeschia aethiopica, as well as the Gunnera manicata, obviously
relishing the rich damp conditions.
The meadow at Forde Abbey was definitely several weeks ahead of ours,
with the yellow rattle just coming into flower. It was a splendid mix of
buttercups, orchids and red clover interspersed with other flowering plants
and grasses.
The herbaceous borders were mid-season and being planted up for the late
summer and autumn but there was still plenty of colour from the alliums
and irises as well as the first roses and some lupins. It is always interesting to
see the variety of supports that gardeners use for the herbaceous perennials
and shrubs. I was quite taken with the use of woven hazel arches to which
long branches of species and climbing roses had been tied down to encourage
the development of more flowers. A useful tip to adopt!
We had a lovely afternoon and there were plenty of benches on which to
just soak up the views in the sunshine, enjoying the spectacle of the huge
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The Blackdown Support Group aims to relieve sickness, loneliness and isolation by
connecting local people in need with local volunteers who can offer them practical support.
Those who are suffering from physical or mental ill health, who have disabilities or learning
difficulties, or who are experiencing bereavement or the effects of old age can find
themselves cut off in rural areas like ours, without access to transport, support services and
social opportunities.
The BSG has over 300 people registered with us for support. We can help anyone who is a
patient of the Blackdown Practice. The services our volunteers provide include:‐








Driving – to medical appointments, social and well‐being events, generally enabling
greater independence
Befriending ‐ visiting those who may be unable to leave their own home or have
limited social contact with other people, relieving feelings of loneliness and isolation
Social events ‐ lunch clubs, coffee mornings, carers groups, providing opportunities
to meet friends and enjoy a home cooked nutritious meal
Mentoring ‐ trained volunteers provide a structured support programme for those
who are struggling to re‐integrate back into the community, perhaps after
bereavement, an accident or long period of ill health
Advocacy – providing support with filling in forms and paperwork to ensure people
have access to the services or financial support they need
We also offer footcare services, short‐term wheelchair loans and a disabled access
vehicle for hire.

If you’d like to find out more please get in touch, whether you would like to help as a
volunteer or you may know someone who needs help, who is alone, feeling isolated or
struggling to care for a loved one. Either way we’d love to hear from you.
Contact Elizabeth McNabb
01823 681 036
d‐ccg.bsgadmin@nhs.net
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centenary fountain in the Mermaid Pond and chatting to old friends.
We will be visiting another garden on Thursday July 15th, so keep the date
in your diary, details to follow in an email to club members.
•

This is the month where we should all try to take time out to just enjoy
being outside appreciating our own gardens. However here are a few
things to help you potter if you have a mind to:

•

Thin out apples once the midsummer fruit drop is over, selecting the
smallest fruits and any that are misshapen. Aim for two or three fruits
per cluster on an eating variety and one or two on a cooking apple.

•

Deadhead dahlias every day to keep new blooms coming.

•

Water agapanthus every week & every 2 weeks add tomato fertilizer to
improve flowering.

•

Deadhead lupins and delphiniums & you’ll get a second flowering later
in the season.

•

Plant bulbs of autumn crocuses, colchicums and sternbergias for a
colourful autumn display.

•

Collect seeds from garden plants in paper bags/envelopes. Put aside to
dry in a cool place out of direct sunlight, then clean & store.

•

Pick lavender for drying when there are only a few open buds on a stem.
Hang upside down in bunches in a dry garage/shed for a few weeks.
Knock the blooms off the stems to use in decorative lavender bags or for
cooking. The blooms will come off easily once ready!

•

Cut back the tired foliage of spring flowering perennials such as
pulmonaria.

•

Cut back low growing perennials that have flowered and collapsed;
alchemilla, centaurea and geraniums will shoot again within a couple of
weeks, providing more foliage and flowers.

•

Thin shrubs like philadelphus and weigela to improve next year’s
flowering.

•

Look out for rusts on summer plants. Cut down or pick off affected
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Somerset West and Taunton Council fund
a not-for-profit loan scheme for homeowners
and landlords*.
We understand the expense of maintaining
your home and we work with you to take the
stress out of funding repairs, improvements or
adaptations.
We see you as an individual, not a credit score.
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide
you through the process of applying for a home
improvement loan.
For a no-obligation assessment
or more information visit
www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099
Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility
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parts and dispose of them. Water the plants thoroughly to help them
fight this disease.
•

Garden centres and nurseries are selling off the last of the summer
flowers now at bargain prices. Choose hardy perennials for next year
then trim them down low and soak thoroughly. Repot or plant out and
keep watered while they get established.

						

Pauline Bartlett

Buckland St Mary 100 Club Winners – May 2021
Amount
Number
Name
£20
57
Edward Sherman
£15
22
Mark Fortune
£10
9
Marion Board
£5
24
Ann Hales

Otterford Church ‘100 club’ - May 2021
48			Judy Cross			£20
88			Julie Campbell			£15
23			David Ruthven			£10
6			Sylvia Pike			£5
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Bishopswood Maintenance
Property and Garden Services

BEFORE
Mark
C Kemp

AFTER

Hard Landscaping

Transforming Your Outdoor Living
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
WE ONLY HAVE ONE REPUTATION!
The Firs - Bishopswood – Chard – Somerset – TA20 3RU

Tel: 01460 234076
E: mark@avtgroup.biz
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BSM Parish Council think it would be good to have a community event to help us pick
up the threads and get back together again. The Nortons have kindly offered the use of
their garden. Rather than have the usual fête we decided:

TO HOLD
A NEW EVENT

THE
BUCKLAND ST MARY

COMMUNITY PICNIC
TO CELEBRATE COMING OUT OF LOCKDOWN

*

BRING YOUR OWN PICNIC
TO BUCKLAND HOUSE GARDEN
JULY 3 FROM 2PM
SUPPORTED BY FOBS, THE CHURCH AND
THE PARISH COUNCIL
WE HOPE FOR GOOD WEATHER, A GOOD TURN OUT,
PLENTY OF FUN
AND A RELAXING AFTERNOON!
*FINGERS CROSSED THAT THE ROAD MAP WILL BE FOLLOWED,
ALLOWING US OUT ON JUNE 21!

WATCH NOTICE BOARDS FOR MORE INFO THIS MONTH
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A S Plumbing & Heating
Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel
Oil Boiler Servicing
Oil Tank Replacement
Full Central Heating Systems
Bathrooms
Telephone – 01823 681402
Mobile – 07812 218233
Log Burner Installations
Wet/Dry Systems
Log Burners Supplied
Chimneys Lined
Rigid Flue Systems
Servicing and Maintenance
Electric AGA Conversions
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OTTERFORD
PARISH HALL COMMITTEE
WE NEED NEW WORKING COMMITTEE MEMBERS
SUPPORT THE HALL, OR RISK LOSING IT

1977

2021

It takes work behind the scenes to run a parish hall - just like any other business!
Several of our existing Committee members are stepping down in August, because
of increased employment and other commitments - leaving us with insufficient
bodies to undertake all the necessary tasks.
We must run the hall sensibly and safely, and these forthcoming departures will
have an immediate impact on hall use – for the moment we will not be able to
accept any new regular or one-off bookings.
Can you help to maintain the Hall, and rebuild availability and usage postCOVID19? We are urgently looking for a minimum of three new Committee
members - including a new Secretary and a new Bookings Organiser. All
Committee members have a specific role which includes the need for some work
outside the quarterly meetings. If you think you might (or know someone else who
might) be able to help, please contact Mike Canham (01460 234639, or email
Michael.canham@hotmail.co.uk) for more information or to talk through - or talk to
Nick Hutt (01460 234144) our current Chairman.
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Otterford Parish Council
OPC met in Otterford Parish Hall on Tuesday 8 June. Attending were OPC
Councillors Mike Canham (Chairman), Charlie Field (Vice Chairman),
Lucy Montgomery, John Marsden, SCC Councillor John Thorne, SWATDC
Councillor Ross Henley and the Clerk.
Reports from County Councillor
Extracts from SCC Councillor Thorne’s report: SCC have un-pedestrianised
East Street to relieve the traffic jams in Taunton caused by road junction work
in Mary Street/Paul Street ; East Street will revert to being pedestrianised
once these works are finished.
Planning Matters
New Applications: 29/21/0004, Installation of ground mounted photovoltaic
solar panels on land at Hayne House, Honiton Road, Corfe.
29/21/0002, Erection of a timber storage shed at The Annexe, Otterhead
House, Whatley Road, Churchinford
29/21/0003, Erection of a BBQ lodge and additional room for ancillary
accommodation at Underdown Cottage, Royston Road, Bishopswood. The
Council had no comment on these 3 applications.
Climate & The Environment Project
We are still looking for a compost champion – please let the Clerk know if
you are interested. And we still have a few bins left for Otterford parishioners!
We agreed to provide some start-up funding to the Otterford Repair Café.
Community Broadband
The Blackdown Hills Parish Network (BHPN) of which Otterford PC is a
member, have been lobbying MPs Neil Parrish and Rebecca Pow about poor
broadband in the hills and ‘Project Gigabit’ and will be holding a meeting
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We work with our clients to
understand their needs, support
them effectively and deliver the
best possible legal advice.

We’re all about listening,
understanding and
advising

Whether it’s commercial or
personal matters you need help
and advice with, the only thing
that really matters is you.
Call one of our nearby offices
and let’s have a proper chat.
WELLINGTON
T: 01823 666622
TAUNTON
T: 01823 625800

www.porterdodson.co.uk
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with them and the DCMS Digital etc., Minister, Matt Warman, on 11 June.
There is still no firm news about rollout plans from Airband.
Otterford Playing Fields
The equipment in the field had its annual inspection recently and
unfortunately the two-seater swing was condemned. We have dismantled it
but will replace it with a new one as soon as we can.
Otterford Amble
We hope to hold the second Otterford Amble later this summer, weather
and COVID permitting. Watch this space!
Fingerposts
You may have noticed some of our fingerposts have been sporting red marks
recently, or have been completely ‘whited out’. The fingerpost team have
been carrying out some running repairs where there have been signs of
rust or wear. They have also started to replace the Corfe Hill fingerpost
(demolished 4½ years ago by a car, and fully restored by the Team last
autumn) – it might be finished by the time you read this. Its pole has been
repaired and it’s had two new arms fitted. It will be lovely to see it back in
its place again.
Date & Time of next meeting:
Tuesday 13 July 2021, at 7.30pm, at Otterford Parish Hall.
NB: This is not a comprehensive note of the meeting but a summary of
discussions and matters thought to be of interest to readers. A full copy of
the minutes will be on the website (otterfordparishcouncil.org) after the July
meeting.

Penny Hart
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Land management
for non-farmers

•
•

Hedging, ditching, draining and all
types of fencing
Unwieldy gardens, hedges and fences
restored
pasture management (topping,
spraying, rolling, liming & re-seeding)
groundworks, drives, gateways,
concreting yards
welding repairs and steel fabrications
storage, containers and yard

We have the machinery and expertise to
tackle most estate management
problems - both big and small - from five
practical farmers. Just ring for free quote.

Five Farmers
Countryside Management Ltd

07850073625
www.fivefarmers.co.uk
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Otterford Snippets
Otterford Community Defibrillators
Located at The Candlelight Inn and at the Parish Hall, both in Bishopswood,
and at The Holman Clavel Inn at Culmhead. In the event of an emergency
you must telephone 999 first, to request assistance from the Ambulance
Service. Then either go to collect the nearest defibrillator from the box (the
code is C123X), or ‘phone PETS – see below – to ask someone to do it for
you.
Otterford ‘Parish Emergency Telephone System’ (PETS)
This is a community run system available to residents of Otterford parish
only, which, in an emergency (whether a cardiac arrest or other), enables a
number of local residents to be contacted to ask for assistance - in particular
collection of a defibrillator - pending the arrival of the emergency services.
If you live in Otterford parish and need this assistance, the number to dial
is 01460 455155.
Otterford Certificated First Aiders
Tanya Hetherington 01460 234706
Penny Hart 01460 234639
John Matthews 01460 234062
(The above have First Aid Kits)
Philip & Nicky Needham 01460 234101 Edwina Wakely 01460 234477
Kathy Shovelton 01460 234958
Books About Otterford
History of Otterford (£10). The history of the Parish up to 1900
View from the Milking Stool (£8). An autobiography by Frederica Tyrrell,
detailing life in Otterford and the Blackdown Hills 60+ years ago. We are
now down to the last 12 copies – buy now if you want one.
Otterford Remembered (£5). Detailing the lives of Otterford men who fought
and died, or came home, in World War I.
All books are available from Otterford Parish Council - Contact Penny Hart
on 01460 234639.
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THE YORK INN
Honiton Road, Churchinford. TA3 7RF
01823 601 333

NOW AVAILABLE: UPSTAIRS FUNCTION ROOM WITH
WIFI, PROJECTOR & SCREEN
IDEAL FOR MEETINGS, PRIVATE PARTIES
Country Pub offering a warm welcome
Log Fire. Large selection of Ales including local brews,
Games Room, Large screen TV. Monthly Meat Draw. Lots
of Special Events. Good wholesome food using local
ingredients lunchtime & evenings. Specials board &
Homemade Pie Board. Takeaway. Sunday Roasts.
Saturday Breakfast. Parties catered for. P a t i o A r e a .
Dogs Welcome

Email:theyorkinn@yahoo.com
www.yorkinn.co.uk
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Otterford Repair Café
The inaugural Repair Café was due to be held in the Parish Hall in
Bishopswood on Sunday 11th July. Because of continuing COVID-19
government restrictions this has been postponed – the provisional new date
is Sunday 8th August.
Check August CBO News, Otterford group email, and noticeboards!
DATE

OTTERFORD DIARY - EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 2021

Otterford Repair Café (from 10am ’til 2pm) – a date for your diary, more
Postponed details follow. Still subject to confirmation, depending on any COVID19
restrictions.
11 July

13 July

Otterford Parish Council Meeting
Please read the Personal COVID19 checklist before attending – if you
haven’t seen one, please ask the Parish Clerk to send you a copy. Starts:
7.30pm Venue: Otterford Parish Hall, in Bishopswood.

17 July

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-first – we think this will be
organised like the last three – picking mainly in household groups, with
no transport sharing, and no community refreshments afterwards. See final
details in next month’s CBO News.

8 August

Otterford Repair Café (from 10am ’til 2pm) – a date for your diary, more
details follow. Still subject to confirmation, depending on any COVID19
restrictions.

NEW

10 August Otterford Parish Council Meeting
Please read the Personal COVID19 checklist before attending – if you
haven’t seen one, please ask the Parish Clerk to send you a copy. Starts:
7.30pm Venue: Otterford Parish Hall, in Bishopswood.
14 Sept.

Otterford Parish Council Meeting
Please read the Personal COVID19 checklist before attending – if you
haven’t seen one, please ask the Parish Clerk to send you a copy. Starts:
7.30pm Venue: Otterford Parish Hall, in Bishopswood.

13 Nov

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-second – meet at the Parish Hall
(in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum of two hours, then back
to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie alternative) and a hot drink.

17 Dec

Christmas Turkey Bingo. Our ever-popular Christmas event – with a fresh
turkey for each full house winner. PAY BAR Venue: Otterford Parish Hall
in Bishopswood. Doors open 7.00pm; eyes down 8.00pm
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Looking for a keep-fit class …?
Come along, socialise, meet new friends
and have fun getting fit!
WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

9.30-10.30am

6 - 7pm

9.30-10.30am

The Village Hall

West Monkton Village Hall

Trident Hall

Bishopswood

Monkton Heathfield

Galmington

Nr Chard, TA20 3RS

Taunton, TA2 8NE

Taunton, TA1 5NN

Wear loose comfortable clothes & trainers or non-slip shoes
Bring a mat or towel and a drink,15 minutes registration, followed by
45 minutes of aerobic based exercises for all levels of fitness.

£6 per class
Term Time Only
No membership fees.
RSA/OCR Qualified Instructor

HEATHER SPARKS
TEL/TEXT: 07561 498365
EMAIL:
fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk
www.fitness4fun.wix.com/heather

Looking for a keep-fit class …?
Come along, socialise, meet new friends
and have fun getting fit!
WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

9.30-10.30am

6 - 7pm

9.30-10.30am

The Village Hall

West Monkton Village Hall

Trident Hall

Bishopswood

Monkton Heathfield

Galmington

Nr Chard, TA20 3RS

Taunton, TA2 8NE

Taunton, TA1 5NN

Wear loose comfortable clothes & trainers or non-slip shoes
Bring a mat or towel and a drink,15 minutes registration, followed by
45 minutes of aerobic based exercises for all levels of fitness.

£6 per class
Term Time Only
No membership fees.
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HEATHER SPARKS
TEL/TEXT: 07561 498365
EMAIL:
fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk

SOME REGULAR ACTIVITIES IN THE HALL HAVE
ALREADY REOPENED, OTHERS MAY FOLLOW SOON
So far all three of Tanya’s Yoga classes (Monday morning, Tuesday
evening, and Friday morning), Helen’s Yoga Class (Thursday evening),
and Heather’s Keep Fit (Wednesday morning) are open.
Parish Council meetings are usually held on the second Tuesday of every month in
The Wright Room at the Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Access via the rear (kitchen)
door. Everyone welcome: please contact the Parish Clerk (01460 234639) if disabled
access required. Community Time is at 7.30pm: meetings start by 7.50pm at the latest.
PLEASE NOTE FACE TO FACE MEETINGS ARE HELD IN THE MAIN HALL,
WITH ENTRANCE THROUGH THE FRONT DOOR. WE MAY HAVE TO
CONTINUE WITH ONLINE ‘ZOOM’ MEETINGS UNTIL GOVERNMENT
ADVICE CHANGES.
We have now added most of our 2021 social activities and events. If organising
events/activities yourself – please try to avoid clashing with our dates.
Any offers of assistance, with preparation or during an activity, would be most
welcome. Please email Mike Canham – mike.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk

Our Thatching Life …

featuring Ferrari the Thatcher, Daisy his apprentice and animals various …
Having all but finished the water reed re-thatch in Rawridge (just the
porch to do now that the scaffold is down) we are now out at Tatworth
re-thatching a lovely little cider barn in wheat reed. Not quite so lovely are
the Tree Bumblebees nesting in either end of the old thatch, mad as hell
that I’ve disturbed them and landing several good stings. Luckily another
customer who lives nearby, is a bee keeper, so on the hottest two days of the
year so far I could be found looking a lot like Buzz Lightyear, in a heavy
white canvas suit with mesh visor. Filled with new confidence I was back on
the roof, but the bees kept coming with a tick tick tick as they each hit the
visor. Pretty disconcerting for all I was protected, if melting inside the suit. I
was later told that you’ve got to calm your breathing, and this, together with
the fastest bit of thatching on those ends that I could manage with reduced
vision and heavily gloved hands did seem to calm me and the bees down a
bit. I’m all for saving the wildlife, but that was all a bit much!
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Not quite so wild are Daisy’s cattle. The new calf and his mother are doing
well, although he was less than pleased to have had some items removed
from his person and flippy flappy ear tags fitted … cue much shaking of
the head followed by sulking amongst the bluebells. The pigs are well and
fine, with one of the sows in pig again and the yard cat is proving to be a
successful hunter, although he’ll still run to the gate when he hears the vans
for his morning snuggle. If you try and forego the snuggle, you’ll have a
near permanent attachment to your feet and ankles as he winds his insistent
purrs around you. It’s quicker and safer for cat and man just to pick him up
and give him some time.
We’ve been spending every spare hour building Daisy’s pole barn. It’s in a
sheltered spot and funnels cool air through it which has been a mercy on the
hotter days. The roof is on and the back wall built, so we are not far off being
able to find some hay and get it stored ready for winter. Casting the concrete
floor might take a while as it seems there is a national cement shortage. I
hope it ends soon as Daisy has started talking about ‘doing things the old
fashioned way’ and ‘… maybe we could cobble it’. As nice as that would look,
we’ll be tied up till Christmas if we start cobbling floors. Mind you, I’ve just
been given, without doubt, the strangest gift in my 30 years of thatching....
to help with time management. The Rawridge people made me a spread
sheet, showing all the hours worked, the rainy days, the days off (we do have
them occasionally!) in the hopes that I would be better able to manage my
time and improve productivity. The chap who created it is clearly a talented
man, valued highly in his place of work and I do believe that I will frame his
spreadsheet and put it on my wall; but I’ll be honest there isn’t much that
will move me from my pattern of work: I’ll get there when I do, and once
I’m there I’ll remain until I’m done. It has served me well all my life and I
see no reason to change. The Tatworth customers went to Otter Valley Ice
Cream for the first time and brought me back my favourite combination …
chocolate and vanilla in a cone … I’ll leave the reader to decide which of my
customers gifts pleased me the most.
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SOLAR PANELS & HEAT PUMPS

Your local,
established,
renewable
energy installer
www.lightworkenergy.co.uk
patrick@lightworkenergy.co.uk
01460 234930 07909 111629
Elm End, Hare Lane, Buckland St. Mary, TA20 3JS

ACCOMMODATION
REQUIRED
Local man seeks property
for long term rent in the
area; annexe, flat or house.
I don’t smoke and have no
pets or kids. I’m a gardener/
handyman so also need a
garage or shed for tools,
equipment and a motorbike.
Anything considered!
Martin Hill
07410 957900
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Guitar Lessons
Electric, Acoustic, Bass, Classical and Ukulele lessons available
Lessons from a London College of Music Guitar Examiner, professional guitarist and
contributor to Guitar Techniques Magazine
Taught from dedicated space in Buckland St. Mary
harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com
01460 234829. 07928 590269
www.harrisonmarsh.co.uk
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Jon Dagger

Cooker / Kitchen
Appliance Engineer
Based in Hemyock
Over 35 years experience with
many manufacturers
inc. Rangemaster, Hotpoint,
Cannon and most others

Repairs to range-type or
built-in or freestanding cookers,
washing machines, dishwashers

07725 852322
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IYENGAR ® YOGA
Classes at Otterford Parish Hall
with

Tanya Devonshire-Jones
Certified teacher of IYENGAR® yoga

Suitable for young or old, stiff or flexible, fit or not!

Mondays:
Tuesdays:
Fridays:

9.30 - 11.00am

Intermediate class

5.00 - 6.00pm

Beginners class

10.00 - 11.30am

General class

£10
£8
£10

Please bring a folded blanket and a yoga mat if you have one. Some mats available.
All other equipment provided. No need to book, just drop-in and pay per session.

Please phone or email me if you have any queries.

07903 079939 tanya.yogateacher@gmail.com
TM

® used with permission of BKS IYENGAR, Trade Mark Owner.
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BIRD TABLES &
GARDEN PLANTERS
Free local
delivery

Planters & Troughs
Bat Boxes
Bird Tables & Boxes
Hedgehog Houses
Log Stores
www.blackdownwoodcrafts.co.uk
01823 601116 / 07711 504791
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1895 - 2020

Taking care of your loved ones with the dignity and respect that they deserve

Hemyock Funeral Directors
Est 1895

4th Generation
Independent Family Business
A complete personal service to suit your wishes,
arrangements can be made in the comfort
of your own home.
Serving the Blackdown Hills and Culm Valley

07860 390002
24 hours a day

Culmstock Road,
Hemyock, EX15 3RJ

pringandson@aol.com

Proud provider of Golden Charter Plans

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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01884 32855

9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

NVQ Qualifkation
Housekeeping
Shopping
Personal \:arc at home
Meal Prep
Companionship
Dog Walking
Sillmg Service

50 Fore Street,
Cullompton, EX15 1LB

www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk
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RINGBOROUGH DESIGN AND PLANNING
Helping you build
your dream home

Guillaume Dijon
Ringborough House
Churchinford, Taunton TA3 7EB

Telephone: 01823 421 049
Mobile: 07892 406 096
Email: gdijon@consultant.com
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� Buckland St Mary

� Church of England Primary School & Nursery
"An Outstanding Pre-School" Ofsted 2015
We offer a caring, friendly, happy and stimulating environment with
highly trained staff who tailor a personalised education for every child
from 2.5 years old. Now situated in our beautiful new premises nestled
in the Blackdown Hills and with access to all school facilities and
resources.
Open Monday- Friday 9am - 2.55pm (Thursdays by arrangement)
Wrap around care offered from 8am-5:30pm daily
To arrange a visit or for a prospectus please visit
www.bucklandstmaryceprimaryschool.co.uk or call 01460 234251

Buckland St Mary Baby & Toddler Group
Toys and equipment suitable for newborns and upward
Ride-on toys, a slide, table top activities and refreshments
2nd and 4th Thursday mornings 9:00am -11:30am
at Otterford Parish Hall (Bishopswood)
For more details please ring Melanie Tuffill on:
01460 234325 or just pop in!
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Valid until 31.12.2021
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Maths Tuition
GCSE and A level Maths Tuition from Maths Post Graduate with Ten Years
Experience in One To One Tuition.
All Lessons Tailored to the Individual, taught in a dedicated teaching space in
Buckland St. Mary.
DBS Checked.
01460 234829 07928 590269
harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com
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Advertising in the CBO News - Scale of Charges

Size of advertisement in millimetres

Monthly

Annually

Pink Pages

B/W Colour (no commercial
advertisements)
(1/4 x A5 Size) 124w x 44h (Landscape) £7
£47
£80
N/A
(1/4 x A5 Size) 61w x 91h (Portrait)
£7
£47
£80
N/A
(1/2 x A5 Size) 124w x 91h (Landscape) £16
£78
£150 £2
(A5 Size) 124w x 185h (Portrait)
£23
£125 £280 £4
The CBO News accepts no liability for:
1. Any claims made by advertisers.
2. Any errors or omissions in the advertisement as submitted by the advertiser.
3. Any legal action as a result of the advertisement.
Acceptance of an advert into the Pink Pages is at the discretion of the CBO News
editorial team. We seek to uphold the purpose of the Pink Pages - namely to support
local charities, community groups and clubs, fund-raising activities, and non-commercial
activities, either taking place in the CBO parishes, or in the wider area where they may
be deemed to be of interest to our readers - by charging a nominal advertising fee that
is reflective of the non-commercial nature of the event taking place.

Copy deadlines for the August 2021 issue:
Adverts: noon, Wednesday 7th July 2021
Editorial: noon, Wednesday 7th July 2021
Editor: 			
			

Jon Mayled - 1 Stephens Cottages, Buckland St Mary, TA20 3SL		
email: editors@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234181

Advertising Manager &
Treasurer:			

Josh Strickland - Beech House, Bishopswood, TA20 3RS
e-mail: adverts@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234144

Pink Pages: 		

Dave Jefferies - email: pinkpages@cbonews.org.uk

Subscription Managers:
Churchstanton - Pat Stenning - 1 Lambpark Court, Churchinford, TA3 7PL
			Tel: 01823 602926
			
			

Buckland St Mary - Bill Butt - Old Post Office, Buckland St Mary, Chard,
TA20 3SJ Tel: 01460 234225

			
Otterford - Penny Gale - Lower Fyfett Barn, Otterford, Chard, TA20 3QP
			Tel: 01823 601577
Cover Photo:		
			

© Oliver Hellowell 2021
https://www.facebook.com/OliverHellowellPhotographer/

The CBO News team is nominated by the Parish Councils & Parochial Church Councils of
Churchstanton, Buckland St Mary & Otterford. The Editor’s decision to publish is final.
Opinions expressed are those of the contributors not the editorial team.
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The Blackdown Practice
Hemyock
Surgery & DIspensary
Churchinford			
Dunkeswell
Monday:
08.00 - 18.30*		
15.00 - 18.00			
08.30 - 12.30
								15.00 - 18.00
Tuesday:
08.00 - 18:30*		
08.30 - 12.30			
08.30 - 12.30
				15.00 - 18.00					
Wednesday: 08.00 - 18.30*		
08.30 - 12.30			
08.30 - 12.30
					 			15.00 - 18.00
Thursday:
08.00 - 18.30*		
08.30 - 12.30			
08.30 - 12.30
				15.00 - 18.00
Friday:
08.00 - 18.30*		
08.30 - 12.30			
08.30 - 12.30
Saturday:
08:00 - 11:00
				
* Hemyock dispensary is closed between 1.00 and 2.00.
Hemyock:				Appointments & enquiries		01823 680206
				Dispensary 			01823 680007
				Fax (Repeat prescriptions)		01823 680680
Churchinford:			
Appointments & enquiries		
01823 681700
Dunkeswell:			
Appointments & Dispensary		
01823 681720
Blackdown Support Group: 		
Elizabeth McNabb			
01823 681036
Church View Surgery
Monday: 				
8.00 - 6.30
Tuesday: 				
8.00 - 6.30
Wednesday:			
8.00 - 6.30
Thursday: 				
8.00 - 6.30
Friday: 				
8.00 - 6.30
				
				Appointments & enquiries		01460 55300
				Dispensary			01460 55511
Hospitals: Musgrove Park
Honiton & District
Yeovil & District

01823 333444
01404 540540
01935 475122

Chard & District		
St Margaret’s Hospice		

01460 238220
01823 259394

Police
Buckland St Mary
(Chard Rural)
Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant:
Rob Jameson
Chard Rural PC:			
Alan Hollick
Police Community Support Officers:
Michelle Haines (Supervisor)
				Gareth Hallington
				
Neighbourhood Watch:		
Neil Arnold - neil.j.arnold@gmx.co.uk
Churchstanton & Otterford
(East Taunton & Rural)
Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant:
Charmaine Dyne
Police Community Support Officers:
Tony Wearmouth 07889 655312
				Steve Chapman steve.chapman@avonand somerset.police.uk
Partnership Support Office:		
Emma Tyson
Non-urgent reporting: 101 - if something is URGENT (burglary / fight in progress etc.) ring 999
0800-55111 To report suspicious activity and intelligence matters anonymously through Crime stoppers
Email: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact-us/
Website: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk
Letters: Taunton Police Station, The Deane House, Belvedere Road, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1HE
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Useful Contact Details

Please contact us if you have any changes you would like us to make to this list.
Churchstanton: http://www.churchstantonpc.co.uk
Somerset West & Taunton District Councillor – Ross Henley			
01823 665988
			
		
Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Ian Firth
Cllr.I.Firth@churchstantonpc.co.uk
0781 3214535
Clerk to the Parish Council - Julie Wardle clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk		
01823 299788
Village Hall bookings - Linda Knowles					
07956960661
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris 		
01823 421395
Churchstanton Primary School: Head Teacher - Claire Halstead
		
01823 601354
						
SCH.105@educ.somerset.gov.uk
Churchinford Community Shop						01823 601026
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper						01823 601347
Tower Captain - Ian Hooper						
01823 601347
Buckland St Mary: http://www.buckland-st-mary.org.uk
South Somerset District Councillors – Jenny Kenton 				
07921 574019
					
jenny.kenton@southsomerset.gov.uk
			
– Martin Wale
		
01460 65190
			
martin.wale@southsomerset.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Keith Every					
01460 234620
Clerk to the Parish Council - Veronica Moore		
vmmoore21@hotmail.co.uk
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board				
01460 234200
Neighbourhood Watch - Neil Arnold					01460 234693
Buckland St Mary C.E. Primary School: CEO - Suzanne Flack			
01460 234251
Executive Head of School - Gareth Nation
http://www.bucklandstmaryceprimaryschool.sch.uk
Churchwarden - Jon Mayled						01460 234181
Tower Captain - Keith Every					
01460 234620
Otterford: http://otterfordparishcouncil.org
Somerset West & Taunton District Councillor – Ross Henley			
01823 665988
			
Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Mike Canham					
01460 234639
					
mike.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Clerk to the Parish Council - Penny Hart				
01460 234639
Village Hall bookings - Amanda Williams					
01460 234264
						 bookings@otterfordparishhall.co.uk
The Hub - Communications - Peter Naylor			
		
01823 601106
Churchwarden - David Ruthven						01823 601455
General:
Somerset County Councillor (Buckland St Mary) - Amanda Broom 		
01460 62102
Somerset County Councillor (Otterford & Churchstanton) - John Thorne		
01823 663146
						
JBThorne@somerset.gov.uk
Blackdown Community Bus		
blackdownbus@gmail.com		
07762 813967
Bishopswood Chapel
Chris Sussex							01460 234270
Blackdown Benefice
Rector - Revd Jim Fallon		

revfallon@btinternet.com		

01823 421757

Blackdown Hills AONB - Katherine Findlay 				
01823 680682
					
katherine.findlay@devon.gov.uk
TDBC Health Response Unit						01823 356337
Wessex Water						
0845 6004600
Bristol Water							0800 373501
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Taunton & Pickeridge Golf Club, Corfe, Taunton TA3 7BY
Telephone: 01823 421537
mail@tauntongolf.co.uk www.tauntongolf.co.uk

Hope to see you soon. Follow us on

Our dedicated staff guarantee a friendly, safe, warm welcome and excellent service to customers old and new.

For the more active, our 2021 membership is now open with flexible categories from only £199
but if your summer is just about reconnecting socially, this is a beautiful place to do it.

■ After your daily walk, treat yourself to a refreshing drink ■ Let our experienced team host that special family
and snack or a homemade pub classic served in the bar
re-union, celebration or the wedding you’ve been waiting
or on the sunny patio.
for, just the way you want it, in our stunning clubhouse.

■ Make our club your new home and book our light
and airy conference room from just £30 for local
business, community and activity groups.

More than just a Golf Club

■ Enjoy Sunday and Midweek carveries with unrivalled
countryside views. Choose 1, 2 or 3 courses from
£11.95. Booking essential. Starts 23 May.
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