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Private Coach Hire
Hire one of our luxury coaches to take
your club or group on a day out or to a
sporting fixture. We offer air conditioned
coaches with at-seat USB charging. Our
professional drivers look forward to
taking you to your destination.

M.O.T. Service
Book a Class 4, Class 5 or Class 7 M.O.T.
at our purpose-built workshops. We can
accommodate large camper vans too.
Our experienced mechanics offer their
wealth of knowledge to ensure your
vehicle is safe & legal to drive.

Day Trips from Hatch Green Coaches

COACHES

Explore the west country on one of our day trips. From coastal towns to historic cities,
we offer a range of destinations for you to enjoy. Local pick-up points make it even
easier for you to enjoy a day out. View our website for the latest destinations and dates.

PLEASE CONTACT US TO BOOK TODAY

www.hatchgreencoaches.co.uk
Call us today: 01823 480 338 | Email: info@hatchgreencoaches.co.uk
Hatch Green Coaches | Hatch Green Garage, Taunton, Somerset, TA3 6TN
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NEW
This is placed right at the front of the magazine this month so that you don’t
miss it!
For the time being, given the pandemic regulations, we are still unable to
produce a printed magazine. We are constrained by a number of factors:
primarily we need to serve as many of our subscribers as we possible can and
the distribution of a printed magazine is not possible given the health risks
involved. This is therefore the 13th CBO News to be available on line.
We do appreciate that this is causing a real problem for some of our regular
subscribers. At the moment all subscriptions are frozen until we see what the
future brings.
In order to help those people who are not on-line, can we please urge you
to print off the pages, such as Parish Council reports, which might be of
particular interest to them.
However, we hope that this month’s change will help you to have more
ready access to the magazine.
Please go to the website www.cbonews.org.uk and click on ‘Subscriptions’.
This will take you to a page where you will see this, on the left-hand column:

Click on ‘Register for CBO News’
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Click on ‘Register’

The Password is entirely your choice.
Once you have completed this you will receive every new copy of CBO News
by email as soon as it is published.
We are bound by all GDPR legislation and will only store that data which
you provide and guarantee that it will not be sold to or used by any other
organisations.
We hope that this new service will help you to benefit as much as possible
from the magazine while we await future developments.
Any questions please contact us.

Jon, Josh & Dave
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Editorial
Dear Readers,
Hopefully, we are now moving into the final stages of the pandemic and this
month will see a return to a more ‘normal’ way of life.
It is certainly sunny outside even if not all that warm yet.
For 13 months CBO has been online only and the editorial team can now
begin to plan for the future.
This is the smallest magazine for a long time and we hope that soon it will be
filled again with events and reports of our varied lives in the three parishes.
The spring is fresh and fearless
And every leaf is new,
The world is brimmed with moonlight,
The lilac brimmed with dew.
Here in the moving shadows
I catch my breath and sing—
My heart is fresh and fearless
And over-brimmed with spring.
Sara Teasdale
Until next month

Jon, Josh & Dave

While the editor welcomes material for publication in the CBO News, it is not guaranteed that any item will be
included or will appear in a particular edition. The right to edit or shorten any items which are used is reserved.
5 of content or agreement with views expressed.
Publication is in good faith and does not imply accuracy

Blackdown Benefice
The churches of the Blackdown Benefice are closed for communal worship
because of the pandemic.
Most churches are still open for private worship or visits. If you do go to any
of the churches please remember that all Covid-19 restrictions are still in
place. You must sanitize your hands on entering and leaving, wear a mask if
you are not alone, and practice social-distancing.
Sunday services are continuing by Zoom. To check the details visit the
Benefice website: https://www.blackdownbenefice.org.uk or join our
Facebook group.

Bishopswood Chapel
All Chapel Services and Bible Study meetings are cancelled until further
notice.
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Jon’s Thought
Well, Spring is here and (help) we have to start watering the garden again!
(Within seconds of writing that sentence it started to rain!)
Friends and family overseas have for decades told me that the British
moan and complain too much. In the past I always thought that this was
stereotyping but since the start of the pandemic I have come to change my
opinion.
I am really very tired of people complaining that they can’t drink inside their
local or that they can’t go on holiday. These are luxuries not necessities. Yes,
I did enjoy going out for Sunday lunch last weekend, helped undoubtedly
by the beautiful weather whilst sitting outside. It was a treat after a year.
Yes, I do feel desperately sorry for the people whose livelihoods have been so
affected by lockdown, you would be a very unfeeling person not to do so.
On the bright side, the roll out of vaccinations and the continued sterling
work by the NHS has seen infection rates and, thank God, deaths have
retreated rapidly. For this we can only be whole-heartedly grateful. The
country becomes a safer place to live day by day. I hate wearing a mask as
much as the next person, but this is a miniscule inconvenience compared to
the risks of the alternative.
I can have no sympathy for people, young or old, who consider that they
have the right to hold parties and flout the laws thus putting more of us at
risk. Yes, I am lucky that we have both had our second vaccinations and I
am very thankful for that.
However, read the news, today the Democratic Republic of the Congo has
sent back 1.3 million doses of vaccine, having only vaccinated 1,265 people
so far over fear of blood clots. India’s deaths have passed 200,000, oxygen is
running out, hospitals are turning Covid cases away because they are full.
Only 1.6% of the population has been vaccinated and this in a country
which has been central in producing the vaccine.
I very much doubt that any of these people are complaining about not
having a foreign holiday or having to sit outside at a bar.
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“Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and
the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and
everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door
will be opened.
“In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this
is the law and the prophets. (Matthew 7:7-8, 12)
This teaching is about love and compassion and the fact that we have the
necessary things to survive. The following verse teaches the essential truth
of what Christin love means and involves.
‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved
you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends (John 15:12-13)
Most importantly we must remember all those who have lost their incomes;
those who have suffered terrible loneliness and mental health problems and,
of course, those who have long Covid and the thousands who have died.
If we ever have to look at the difference between necessities and luxuries we
only need to consider the moaning in many of the Red Top papers and then
look to the developing countries and their struggles. Then we can do no
more than to be grateful for everything we have in our tranquil enclave of
the Blackdowns and do everything we can to help the less fortunate.
This is not the time to moan the temporary loss of a Martini and Claret
society.

Jon

Thoughts from Bishopswood
When I was a pastor, after a period of rotten weather, one of the congregation
asked me, “Can’t you do something about this weather?” My answer was,
“That’s management. I’m sales.” God is management. Christians are sales.
Perhaps life should be be thought of as a game of snakes and ladders. Covid
has produced some very long and nasty snakes in life for many people. Some
Christians appear to think that being a Christian means that you only land
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Keeping connected!
As we continue to move through the Covid-19 pandemic, we are
looking at new ways to keep people informed of what is happening
and also to offer support in any way in which we can.
On our website CBO News you will find the latest edition and also
more Covd-19 information. You can also join us on Facebook at
CBO News.
With have been planning for the future and hope that soon we will
be able to consult our readers on plans for the way forward.
The Blackdown Benefice website contains details of online services
etc. There is also a new Benefice Facebook group.
The Blackdown Support Group is also on Facebook
On WhatsApp there is a Bishopswood / Otterford group.
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on ladders. I recently heard an American evangelist actually telling people
that. He claimed never to be ill or have any problems and was offering that,
for any that put their trust in Jesus Christ.
Let me tell you, “He offers a false hope, a false promise, a false Jesus and a
fake message.”
The apostle Paul was not only the greatest evangelist, he wrote much of the
New Testament showing us what faith in Jesus does for us. Here is how he
described his life as he proclaimed the message, “I experienced great labours,
imprisonments, with countless beatings, and was often near death. Five
times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times
I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked;
a night and a day I was adrift at sea.” He found that the Christian life often
landed him on a snake. He didn’t find being a Christian gave him the easy
life often offered by many Christians today. They convince themselves by
being inconsistent in life, crediting God with the good and never the bad.
By speaking of the blessings but never the hardships.
I observe that many non-Christians can be similarly inconsistent in ignoring
the bad. Christianity has a heaven and a hell, eternal life and death and
right and wrong. If there is the slightest chance that these exist it is very
important to know. A friend once suggested that as you opened your mouth
to tell them people can produce three evasive manoeuvres before the first
word comes out. I find the same, a mere mention of anything Christian
is met with deliberate avoidance of the subject. The probability of having
to give account of our lives to God must be far greater that that of getting
blood clots from a vaccine yet society is far more frightened by the latter.
Whether we are Christians or not life brings the good and the bad. It is a
game of snakes and ladders. At the end of life there is a snake but whether
we land on it isn’t determined by the throw of a dice.
In the Old Testament Jacob had a vision of a ladder reaching up to heaven.
He exclaimed , “Surely the Lord is in this place and I didn’t know.” Jesus
used this vision of Jacob’s to present himself as the ladder to heaven.
Stepping onto the ladder now, avoids landing on the snake at the end of life.
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Nyall
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Letter from Bishop Peter
There are many things I shall miss when I retire. One is writing these brief
articles for parish magazines. After some 41 years of writing articles and
editorials you might think I would be pleased to stop. However, over the
years this is one way I have been able to keep in touch with people and
offer encouragement and support to all that is happening in the life of our
churches and communities.
In the ordination service for bishops the liturgy begins with the words:
‘Bishops are called to serve and care for the flock of Christ. Mindful of the
Good Shepherd, who laid down his life for the sheep, they are to love and
pray for those committed to their charge, knowing their people, and being
known by them.’ These monthly articles are one way in which I seek to ‘be
known’ across the diocese.
As I prepare to retire, I want to express my huge appreciation for the welcome
I have received in all the parishes and places that I have visited. It has been
an enormous privilege to join the churches of the diocese to see what you are
doing, to preach and to share in your worship. I am conscious that despite
getting out and about across the whole diocese there are still some churches
which I have not visited, and I am sorry about that.
Reading the ordination service, I see that as disciples we are all called to
‘witness to the resurrection and to preach the good news of salvation in
all the world.’ That is a calling and a privilege which will not stop as I lay
down the See of Bath and Wells. It is at the heart of what it is to be part of
the Body of Christ. So, as I say my farewells, I send you my blessing. Please
know that my prayers will continue to be with you.
Yours with the love of Christ,

Peter Bath: et Well:
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Coronavirus Testing
Since April 9th everyone in Somerset has been able to access free, regular,
rapid coronavirus testing.
Rapid testing has so far been available to those most at risk and people who
need to leave home for work, including frontline NHS workers, care home
staff and residents, and schoolchildren and their families. Now rapid testing
will be offered to everyone, with people encouraged to take regular tests
(twice a week) to help prevent outbreaks and reclaim a more normal way of
life.
One in three people with COVID-19 do not experience any symptoms and
may be spreading the virus unwittingly. Rapid testing detects cases quickly,
meaning positive cases can isolate immediately.
The expanded regular testing offer for people without symptoms will be
delivered through:
•

community testing on site at one of the testing sites, offered by all local
authorities

•

collection at a local test site to take away during specific test collection
time windows

•

workplace testing programmes, on-site or at home

•

testing on-site at schools and colleges

•

a home ordering service, which allows people to order lateral flow tests
online to be delivered to their home: About the people in your household
or bubble - Get a coronavirus test - GOV.UK (test-for-coronavirus.
service.gov.uk)

A new ‘Pharmacy Collect’ service has also launched which provides an
additional route to regular testing. People aged over 18 without symptoms
can visit a participating local pharmacy and collect a box of seven rapid tests
to use twice a week at home.
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Churchinford & District Community Shop
Before you go to town, try the Churchinford Community Shop
Over 2000 items in stock & competitive pricing!

Daily deliveries of quality Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
Milk, Dairy & Free-range eggs
Bread, Cakes, Pasties, Fresh Local Meat
News & Stationery
Over 25 local suppliers

Post Office

Mon – Fri 10am – 3.30pm
Mail, Banking, Withdrawal & Deposits, Health Lottery, Bill Payment

Shop

Mon 9.30am – 5pm
Tues 9.30am – 5pm
Wed 9.30am – 5pm
Thurs 9.30am – 5pm
Fri 9.30am – 5pm
Sat 9am – 2pm
Sun – Closed
Churchinford & District Community Shop
Churchinford
TA3 7DJ
Tel: 01823 601026
Email: shopmanager@churchinfordshop.co.uk
www.churchinfordshop.co.uk
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No Mo May
Spring brings some welcome warmth and an increase in daylight, which in
turn kickstarts the growing season in our gardens and on our verges. All
this vegetation and the blooming early flowers attract insects and the birds,
hungry for food to feed their young. It is a busy time for wildlife and also for
us as we get into the garden and undertake to manage this verdancy, often
reaching for the lawn mower or strimmer to get everything under control,
neat and tidy. For many people a neatly clipped, perhaps stripy, lawn is a
thing of beauty and the low hum of the mowers is a common soundtrack to
a sunny English Summer day.
Each year the charity Plant Life promotes its No Mow May campaign,
encouraging us to take it easy and do
a bit less, letting the lawns and verges
grow up, and when you do it is often
surprising what pops up. The humble
dandelion and daisy are the most
common on my lawn, far from being
‘weeds’ they support many species of
solitary and bumble bee and I have
watched bullfinches and gold finches
eating the seeds and petals, as well as
blackbirds and starlings picking out
worms and insects that prefer longer grass. Selfheal is another common but
pretty flower that pops up on my lawn, again it is great for pollinators, and
some people, sadly not me, are lucky enough to find rarities such as orchids
revealing themselves. Plant Life gathered data from members of the public
who have participated in No Mow May and discovered over 200 species
of flowering plants were growing in the nations lawns and 80% of lawns
supported the equivalent of around 400 bees a day through the nectar they
offer.
The longer the lawn or verge grows the more diverse the flower species are
and you may find ox eye daisy, scabious or knapweed appearing. However,
its often not practical to have everywhere knee deep, so, if you prefer to have
some shorter areas, Plant Life suggest mowing some of the lawn once every
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four weeks to around 1-2 inches in height. This will still allow dandelions,
white clover and birds foot trefoil to flourish. In more out of the way areas
leave the lawn uncut to allow a longer sward and a greater diversity of taller
flowering plants.
As well as being richer in flowers, longer lawns and verges provide more
refuges for insects, amphibians and reptiles and also help to keep the soil
cooler and more moist, meaning the grass is less likely to go brown in dry
summers and requires little or no watering. Best of all, it requires zero effort!
So how about this May you consider leaving the mower in the shed and
instead put your feet up and watch the flowers grow, and if you are really
keen you can then take part in Let it Bloom June and Knee High July!
For more info look up www.plantlife.org.uk

Jolyon Chesworth

Wrens (WRNS)
Do you have any Wrens in your family?
I’m not referring to the tiny, feathered variety
in the garden but the indomitable ladies who
joined the Women’s Royal Naval Service.
Specifically, ladies who joined up between 1946
and 1981 and did their basic training at Training
Depot Burghfield/HMTE Burghfield/HMTE
Dauntless/HMS Dauntless/Reading.
Dauntless Divisional Photos is a nationwide
project, in collaboration with the Association of
Wrens, to gather divisional photographs and memories from those training
days but also to reunite ladies with old friends, share anecdotes and relive
exciting moments.
So if you, your mum, granny, aunt, godmother or even next door neighbour
donned a blue suit and aimed for a life on the ocean wave, please get in
touch on either ddpwrens@gmail.com or 07765 435295/0771 990 9844.
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Coronavirus

Wash your hands
more often
for 20 seconds
Use soap and water or a hand sanitiser when you:
• Get home or into work
• Blow your nose, sneeze or cough
• Eat or handle food

CORONAVIRUS

PROTECT
For more information and the Government’s
Action Plan go to nhs.uk/coronavirus
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YOURSELF
& OTHERS
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0330 229 1700
8am-11pm

7 days a week
LISTENING CHAPLAINCY PHONELINE
Serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire
We are a faith-based service offering chaplaincy support
for people of all faiths and none in times of emergency
Are you recently bereaved or concerned about end of life issues?
Are you a key worker overwhelmed by what you are facing or dealing with at work?
Are you worried about someone who is seriously ill, especially if you can’t visit them?
Are you anxious about the effect that the COVID 19 crisis is having on your life?
Maybe you would just like someone from the faith communities to talk to.

If you live in the Bristol, Somerset or South Gloucestershire area:

Call 0330 229 1700 ● 8am-11pm ● 7 days a week

CARING and CONFIDENTIAL
The Faith Communities Major Emergencies Team serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire
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Vanished Lives

BUCKLAND ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL

Vanished Lives
Remembering the men of
Buckland St Mary
who fought in WWI
AN UPDATE
You’ll remember that Buckland St Mary was lucky enough to get a Heritage
Lottery Fund grant to pay for this history of the men from Buckland who
fought in WWI – we remembered them in 2014 and then again, adding
those who returned, in 2018. The fund has helped us to research further and
to publish the history as a book – a rather longer lasting and easier to handle
version of all those files in the Church.
BSM Parish Council and their helpers have been out in the parish delivering
a copy of Vanished Lives to every household. If you haven’t had a copy, or
would like an additional one, please let us know. They are £10 to the general
public.
There are already three updates to the book on our website: https://www.
vanishedlives.uk
20
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Bees, bats and lights
Previously Buckland St Mary Church News
And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out
of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey. (Exodus 3:8a)

We hope that by the end of June we may be back to live services in our
churches. In the meanwhile here are three things which may be of interest.
We have recently had a bat survey carried out in the Church, partly to
see if there was any way of keeping the bats out of the main body of the
church. Bats are very strongly protected by law and cannot be prevented
from being in the building. We had hoped that we might be able to keep
them to the bell chamber but it turns out that they are not nesting in the
22

The following Blackdown Support Group services continue to be
available for anyone in the Blackdown Hills who needs them:
# Transport to medical appointments (including Covid vaccination
appointments) for anyone who doesn’t drive or have other means of
transport.
# Prescription delivery, shopping support/errands for anyone
shielding, high risk or with limited mobility.
# Telephone support for those living alone or struggling to cope.
# Advice and guidance on other support services available.
If you know someone in need or if you would like to support us as a
volunteer please contact us:
01823 681 036
d-ccg.bsgadmin@nhs.net
Please note our volunteer telephone befrienders can work from
home. Shopping/delivery volunteers are out in the community.
Medical Transport volunteers use their own car to transport
passengers to important appointments; PPE and infection control
guidance are provided. Transport volunteers also require a DBS check.
Thank you.
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tower but entering the church under the eaves. We are now awaiting the full
inspection report.
A number of people have asked why there are lights on in the church during
the day. These are now on for Health & Safety concerns. The church gets
quite a lot of visits, particularly at this time of year. The light switches are
not accessible and we cannot risk people tripping or falling. The lights are
of the most economically viable types and cost only a few pounds a week to
run if that.
Finally, you may have read the new series of articles about wildlife in Buckland
(see page 18). As part of this initiative we are inviting local beekeepers to
utilise hives which will be placed by the north wall of the churchyard. The
PCC will supply the hives but after that it is down to the owners to take care
of the bees. However, they will be keeping the honey.

Jon Mayled
Churchwarden

Compost Bins
Buckland St Mary Parish Council has a number of compost bins for
parishioners’ use.
They are 330 litre black Blackwall bins. They’re light and easily transportable
and come with an advisory sheet on composting.
To place your order email the Parish Clerk, Veronica Moore: vmmoore21@
hotmail.co.uk
Or email or phone Parish Councillor Rosanna Barton: rosannabarton1@
gmail.com or 07976027998
24
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Buckland St Mary Parish Council
Buckland St Mary Parish Council meeting held on 8th April 2021
Matters Arising
Councillor Barton said there was a free copy of Vanished Lives for everyone
in the Parish but help was needed in the distribution of copies. Copies were
also available to buy for £10 a copy.
Councillor Marshall proposed a vote of thanks to Councillor Barton and to
Jon Mayled for all the work put into all the production of this book, which
looks amazing. This was seconded, and unanimous thanks were passed to
Councillor Barton.
The Clerk reported that SSDC intended to clear out all the gullies in the
parish as part of normal maintenance during the coming year.
District Councillor reports
District Councillor Kenton reported that it appeared SSDCouncil meetings
were likely to continue on Zoom for the time being.
District Councillors Kenton and Wale would be attending alternate
meetings of the parish council when meetings started again in person.
All five District Councils in Somerset have put together some workshops
giving business advice. Courses were free, lasted between 1-3 hours, and
allowed up to 15 people to participate.
A reminder there was a national online consultation available for anyone who
wants to have their say on the set up of the unitary authority for Somerset,
which would be open until Monday 17th April. The Government Minister
responsible would make a decision within the following two months.
Scooter hire being trialled in Chard has proved very unpopular.
District Councillor Wale reported on a fast broadband scheme funded by
government money for rural broadband which was being introduced.
Elections were being held on the 6th May for a new Police Commissioner.
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Planning
(i)
Application No.
Applicant
Proposal
Location

21/00220/FUL
Detailed application for the erection of a roof over an
existing concrete yard and lagoon
Lanes Farm Birchwood Road Buckland St Mary

There were no objections to this application.
(ii)
Application No. 21/00221/FUL
Applicant
Proposal
Detailed application for the erection of a roof over an
existing cow yard
Location
Lanes Farm Birchwood Road Buckland St Mary
There were no objections to this application.
(iii)
Application No. 21/00123/FUL
Applicant
Proposal
Detailed application for the erection of a silage clamp
on existing concrete yard
Location
Lanes Farm Birchwood Road Buckland St Mary
There were no objections to this application.
(iv)
Application No. 21/00124/FUL
Applicant
Proposal
Detailed application for the erection of a silage clamp
on existing concrete yard
Location
Lanes Farm Birchwood Road Buckland St Mary
There were no objections to this application.
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setting and achieving high educational standards through a creative, ambitious enquiry-based curriculum supporting our children to
reach their full potential.
fully exploiting our rural setting to inspire creativity and embrace outdoor learning opportunities.
providing an exciting and inclusive environment for our children to learn and develop, nurturing their health, emotional and social
well-being.
empowering children for the next step of their learning journey.
collaborating with children, staff, governors, parents and friends to become positive members of our wider community.

If this sounds like the start in life you want for your child, then do book a visit with Ms Coles in the school office on 01823 601354. More
information and details about our curriculum can be found on our website - www.churchstanton.somerset.sch.uk. We look forward
to hearing from you. Mrs C Halstead, Headteacher.










We work together to support our children to become Respectful, Responsible, Resilient, Risk-takers with a caring attitude to the
world around them; each with an enquiring mind setting them ready to be educated citizens. We achieve this by:

“A unique Place to begin your child’s education.”
Our School Vision and Values

Churchstanton Primary School

(v)
Application No. 21/00128/FUL
Applicant
Proposal
Detailed application for the erection of a silage clamp
on existing concrete yard
Location
Lanes Farm Birchwood Road Buckland St Mary
There were no objections to this application.
(vi)
Application No.
Applicant
Proposal
Location

21/00118/FUL
Erection of a roof over existing cow yard
Higher Blindmoor Farm Blindmoor Lane Buckland St
Mary

There were no objections to this application.
(vii)
Application
No.
Applicant
Proposal
Location

21/00119/FUL
Erection of a manure storage building
Higher Blindmoor Farm Blindmoor Lane Buckland St
Mary

There were no objections to this application.
(viii)
Application No. 21/00120/FUL
Applicant
Proposal
Erection of a manure storage building and adjoining
machinery store
Location
Higher Blindmoor Farm Blindmoor Lane Buckland St
Mary
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The Somerset Bereavement
Support Service is here if
you’ve been bereaved and
need emotional support or
someone to talk to.

How we can help
Marie Curie Companions can provide bereavement support for
people across Somerset who are over the age of 18. This service
provides telephone support calls with compassionate
volunteers. They’ve all completed specific training, including how to
support people in sensitive situations and dealing with difficult
subjects, such as death, dying and bereavement.
In addition, a further six sessions of one to one bereavement
counselling can be provided by experienced bereavement support
workers at Mind in Somerset specialist bereavement service. Mind in
Somerset support adults and children aged 12+.

We are here to help and welcome your call.
9am to 5pm, Monday to Saturday.

Call us on 0800 304 7412
In partnership with

Charity reg no. 207994 (England & Wales), SC038731 (Scotland) F446e
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Ben Gold/Marie Curie

Bereavement support

There were no objections to this application.
(ix)
Application No. 21/00358/FUL
Applicant
Proposal
Detailed application for the erection of a manure storage
building
Location
Colley Farm Colley Farm Lane Buckland St Mary
There were no objections to this application.
(x)
Application No. 21/00360/FUL
Applicant
Proposal
Detailed application for the erection of a manure
storage building
Location
Colley Farm Colley Farm Lane Buckland St Mary
There were no objections to this application.
(xi)
Application No. 21/00361/FUL
Applicant
Proposal
Detailed application for the erection of a manure storage
building
Location
Colley Farm Colley Farm Lane Buckland St Mary
There were no objections to this application.
(xii)
Application No.
Applicant
Proposal
Location

21/00272/HOU
Mr and Mrs A Marjoram
Proposed single storey sun room extension to dwelling
Dommett Hill Farm Hare Lane Buckland St Mary
TA20 3JS

There were no objections to this application.
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Community Phone Box - refurbishment
The Chair reported that he had received a quote for the refurbishment of the
door of the phone box which included rehanging the door, for £385. It was
agreed to accept this quote. Work should be completed by the end of June.
It was also agreed to make the glass safe by removing the rust and securing
with silicone based putty. The phone box could then be repainted but masks
would need to be worn as the existing paint would most likely be lead based.
The Chair would contact Jolyon Chesworth to see if his volunteers would
undertake the repainting of the phone box.
VE Day 2020 Celebrations
As reported at the March meeting, Councillors were concerned that people
might not want to get together for a rescheduled celebration for VE Day
2020 so soon after the proposed lifting of Covid restrictions. As it would be
the Queen’s 70th Jubilee for the Coronation in 2022, Councillor Barton had
spoken to Otterford PC and it was suggested there might be a joint event
with Otterford PC for this and the postponed VE Day Celebrations.
It was agreed this would be discussed at the next meeting and in the
meantime, Councillor Barton would find out if the Church were planning
to hold their Fête this year on 3rd July. Councillors were also asked to talk
to parishioners to see if there would be any interest.
Dog bin
After much discussion, it was agreed that the dog litter bin would be sited
near the grit bin, by the gate going into the cricket field.
Footpaths
Councillor Barton had received an email from the Somerset Ramblers Area
Footpath Officer, listing faults on CH 13/8. It was agreed to forward this to
the parish’s Rights of Way officer.
Correspondence
All correspondence had been emailed to Councillors. This included
notification from SALC that as from 7th May 2021, Parish Council meetings
will return to being held in person, in the Village Hall. If the situation
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changes, the Clerk will inform Councillors. It was reported that the Village
Hall was all marked for 2 metres distancing.
Date and time of next meeting
The next meeting will be held in the Village Hall on Thursday 13th May
2021, at 8.00 pm. This is the Annual Parish Council meeting, which will be
followed by the normal Parish Council meeting immediately after.

Yarty Gardening Club
This month sees our first garden visit as a club. We will be visiting
Forde Abbey Gardens on Thursday 20th May, meeting there at
2pm. This is a self-drive visit and will be subsidized for members.
I am really looking forward to seeing fellow gardeners again on
this, the first of several visits this summer. By now, most members
will have had at least one Covid vaccination and so I hope that you will feel
confident enough to venture out. We will be following the social distancing
rules and please bring your masks. It is particularly important to remember
to wear them if you are sharing a lift with anyone outside of your ‘bubble’.
May is a busy month in the garden. The days get ever longer, and the plants
respond with exuberance, promising a summer of colour, fragrance and
bounty. However, the weather can be fickle at this time of year. Temperatures
can soar but it can be shockingly cold too, sometimes on consecutive days.
So keep an eye on the forecast and some fleece handy, ready to protect
your precious plants; but enjoy the increasing warmth and spend more time
outside enjoying the garden.
Watch out for vine weevils; the ‘Pest of the Month’. At this time of year
adult vine weevils are looking for host plants to lay their eggs. As vine
weevil beetles don’t fly, they can often be spotted crawling up the sides of
a greenhouse and are easy to recognize with their dark grey/black body
and long nose. A tell-tale sign you have vine weevils is notches eaten
around the edge of leaves, but it’s the cream coloured grubs that do most
damage by eating the roots off many plants, especially those grown in pots.
Their favourite plants seem to be cyclamen, heucheras, primulas, sedums,
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Shelly’s Care
Local Microprovider with 30 years care experience.
Are you looking for help that is tailored to your needs?
Shelly’s care may be just what you’re looking for. I’m offering
support for people with a learning disabilities or the elderly.
I have a DBS, insurance, and car business insurance.
I offer the following services:
Personal care, shopping, cooking, sitting service, support
to appointments, company and much more. For more
information contact Michelle Reed: 07853281411
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sempervivum and strawberries. Keep an eye open for beetles over the next
few months and if found, the best way to deal with them is to squash them!
Most gardeners enjoy sharing their gardens with wildlife. This month is the
beginning of moth-flight season for many native species. Plant night scented
flowers now such as Nicotiana (tobacco plant) and Oenothera (evening
primrose) to attract moths in the summer months. Jasmine and honeysuckle
will fill the evening garden with fragrance too, attracting moths which in
turn will encourage bats at the start of their breeding season.
Adding wildflower plug plants to areas of existing lawn is one way to create
a mini meadow, but why not try ‘No Mow May’ this year.
Research undertaken by citizen scientists across the UK, who have taken
part in the largest-ever survey of the humble lawn, reveal that incredibly
simple changes in mowing can result in enough nectar for ten times more
bees and other pollinators.
•

The highest production of flowers and nectar sugar for pollinators
was on lawns cut once every four weeks. This gives ‘short-grass’ plants
like daisies, selfheal and white clover a chance to flower in profusion,
boosting nectar production tenfold.

•

Areas of longer unmown grass were, however, more diverse in their range
of flowers, with other nectar-rich plants like oxeye daisy, field scabious
and knapweed increasing the range of nectar sources for different
pollinators and extending nectar availability into late summer.

Why not become a citizen scientist and take part in Plantlife’s ‘Every Flower
Counts’ survey this month?
1. Simply leave your mower in the shed for No Mow May and let the
flowers grow.
2. From 23rd May to 31st May take part in ‘Every Flower Counts’ at https://
www.plantlife.org.uk/everyflowercounts/ by counting the number of
flowers in a random square metre of your lawn.
3. Enter your counts on the website and instantly receive your very own
Personal Nectar Score, showing how much nectar is being produced by
the flowers on your lawn and how many bees it can support.
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A few other things to do this month:
Pull out rampant pond weeds before they clog up the water. Blanket weed
is particularly invasive. Make sure that floating leaved plants cover no more
than 2/3 of the water surface.
•

Plant up aquatic baskets with water lilies and other pond plants.

•

Sow or turf new lawns before the weather gets hot and dry.

•

Repot pot-bound and top-heavy houseplants.

•

Lift and divide spring flowers such as primulas before it gets too hot.

•

Put up supports for herbaceous perennials & biennials before they grow
too tall & flop over.

•

Prune frost damage from evergreens cutting back to healthy growth.

•

Prune trained pyracantha - keep them close to the wall and shorten side
shoots.

•

Divide hostas as they are coming into growth.

•

Plant Clematis - up walls, through large shrubs or up obelisks/hazel
wigwams. Sprinkle blood, fish & bone in the planting hole and place
broken tiles over soil to prevent earth drying out too rapidly. Give plants
a good soak & ensure there is a support system for the plant.

•

Feed roses and shrubs.

•

Plant out tender annuals, such as Zinnia & Tithonia from mid-month.
Also, dahlia tubers and cannas once frosts have passed.

•

Give clumps of spring-flowering bulbs a generous drench of liquid feed
before the foliage dies down. This will help improve flowering displays
next year.

•

Begin feeding containers with a weekly liquid feed.

Plant out gladioli corms at 2 to 3 week intervals to extend flowering season
over the summer.								

Pauline Bartlett
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Tired of feeling blocked, emotionally or physically?

Are you ready to make changes?

Maybe you're Stressed, Worried, or have Problems Sleeping? Do
you need to improve your Circulation, General Wellbeing? or ...

'Fantastic firm confident pressure, energising & relaxing at the same time.' Julia
'This is my first ever reflexology session. It was the most deep and mindful experience I've
had for years. Emma has the most reassuring & therapeutic manner.' Tony
By massaging specific areas on the feet and hands, this non-invasive complementary
therapy can relieve stress and tension, aid sleep, uplift moods, promote good
circulation, improve and unblock nerve impulses, enhance general well-being and
encourage restoration of your body's natural balance: helping us to feel 'well'. And,
most importantly, Reflexology gives us time and space to be heard

When the body is in harmony, it is best placed to do its own
healing, restoration, repair and rejueventaion
I work from The Healthy Living & Activity Centre in Hemyock
Additional clinics in Honiton & Dunkeswell
Home Visits also available - travel costs may apply
For more information, or to book an appointment, contact:

Emma Finch IIR MAR
m: 07957 161748 / 01404 891351
e: info@meaningfulsoles.com
www.meaningfulsoles.com
fb: facebook/meaningfulsoles
your health, your life, your choice
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Plant Stall
Sat 15th May
In aid of FoBS
Honesty box

10 am onwards – pop along
any time in the day
Outside 1 Little Hill BSM
TA20 3SS

Please adhere to current social
distancing guidelines
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Buckland St Mary 100 Club Winners – March 2021
Amount
Number
Name
£20
45
Margaret North
£15
6
Barbara Board
£10
39
Les Manning
£5
51
Penny Powe
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Your Post Office Outreach
Keeping services and communities alive

BUCKLAND ST MARY OUTREACH

THE POST OFFICE IN THE CHURCH
Every Wednesday 1.30m t o 3 . 3 0 p m
Make t h e m o s t o f t h i s i m p o r t a n t local f a c i l i t y

J o i n y o u r neighbours t h e r e
f o r tea, cake and a chat

Churchinford & D i s t r i c t C o m m u n i t y Shop & Post Office
For i n f o r m a t i o n contact Ruth 01823 601026
shopmanager@churchinfordshop.co.uk
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The Blackdown Support Group aims to relieve sickness, loneliness and isolation by
connecting local people in need with local volunteers who can offer them practical support.
Those who are suffering from physical or mental ill health, who have disabilities or learning
difficulties, or who are experiencing bereavement or the effects of old age can find
themselves cut off in rural areas like ours, without access to transport, support services and
social opportunities.
The BSG has over 300 people registered with us for support. We can help anyone who is a
patient of the Blackdown Practice. The services our volunteers provide include:‐








Driving – to medical appointments, social and well‐being events, generally enabling
greater independence
Befriending ‐ visiting those who may be unable to leave their own home or have
limited social contact with other people, relieving feelings of loneliness and isolation
Social events ‐ lunch clubs, coffee mornings, carers groups, providing opportunities
to meet friends and enjoy a home cooked nutritious meal
Mentoring ‐ trained volunteers provide a structured support programme for those
who are struggling to re‐integrate back into the community, perhaps after
bereavement, an accident or long period of ill health
Advocacy – providing support with filling in forms and paperwork to ensure people
have access to the services or financial support they need
We also offer footcare services, short‐term wheelchair loans and a disabled access
vehicle for hire.

If you’d like to find out more please get in touch, whether you would like to help as a
volunteer or you may know someone who needs help, who is alone, feeling isolated or
struggling to care for a loved one. Either way we’d love to hear from you.
Contact Elizabeth McNabb
01823 681 036
d‐ccg.bsgadmin@nhs.net
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DATE
4 May
Date
Change

4 May
Date
Change

OTTERFORD DIARY - EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 2021
Annual Otterford Parish Meeting, followed by Annual Otterford Parish
Council Meeting The first meeting starts at 7.30pm, the second follows.
We are not yet sure whether these will be face-to-face meetings or online.
Further update next month.
Otterford Parish Council Meeting This meeting will follow the ARM and
the APCM (see previous entry) and will start at approximately 8.00pm8.15pm. It may be held on the ZOOM platform. If it is, please contact the
Parish Clerk if you wish to join us.

11 July

Otterford Repair Café (from 10am ’til 2pm) – a date for your diary, more
details follow. Still subject to confirmation, depending on any COVID19
restrictions.

13 July

Otterford Parish Council Meeting This meeting may be held on the ZOOM
platform. Watch for further update nearer the time.

17 July

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-first – meet at the Parish Hall (in
Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum of two hours, then back to
the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie alternative) and a hot drink.

13 Nov

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-second – meet at the Parish Hall
(in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum of two hours, then back
to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie alternative) and a hot drink.

17 Dec

Christmas Turkey Bingo. Our ever-popular Christmas event – with a fresh
turkey for each full house winner. PAY BAR Venue: Otterford Parish Hall
in Bishopswood. Doors open 7.00pm; eyes down 8.00pm

Parish Council meetings are usually held on the second Tuesday of every month in
The Wright Room at the Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Access via the rear (kitchen)
door. Everyone welcome: please contact the Parish Clerk (01460 234639) if disabled
access required. Community Time is at 7.30pm: meetings start by 7.50pm at the latest.
PLEASE NOTE FACE TO FACE MEETINGS ARE HELD IN THE MAIN HALL,
WITH ENTRANCE THROUGH THE FRONT DOOR. WE MAY HAVE TO
CONTINUE WITH ONLINE ‘ZOOM’ MEETINGS UNTIL GOVERNMENT
ADVICE CHANGES.
We have now added most of our 2021 social activities and events. If organising
events/activities yourself – please try to avoid clashing with our dates.
Any offers of assistance, with preparation or during an activity, would be most
welcome. Please email Mike Canham – mike.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
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Somerset West and Taunton Council fund
a not-for-profit loan scheme for homeowners
and landlords*.
We understand the expense of maintaining
your home and we work with you to take the
stress out of funding repairs, improvements or
adaptations.
We see you as an individual, not a credit score.
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide
you through the process of applying for a home
improvement loan.
For a no-obligation assessment
or more information visit
www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099
Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility
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Otterford Snippets
Otterford Community Defibrillators
Located at The Candlelight Inn and at the Parish Hall, both in Bishopswood,
and at The Holman Clavel Inn at Culmhead. In the event of an emergency
you must telephone 999 first, to request assistance from the Ambulance
Service. Then either go to collect the nearest defibrillator from the box (the
code is C123X), or ‘phone PETS – see below – to ask someone to do it for
you.
Otterford ‘Parish Emergency Telephone System’ (PETS)
This is a community run system available to residents of Otterford parish
only, which, in an emergency (whether a cardiac arrest or other), enables a
number of local residents to be contacted to ask for assistance - in particular
collection of a defibrillator - pending the arrival of the emergency services.
If you live in Otterford parish and need this assistance, the number to dial
is 01460 455155.
Otterford Certificated First Aiders
Tanya Hetherington 01460 234706
Penny Hart 01460 234639
John Matthews 01460 234062
(The above have First Aid Kits)
Philip & Nicky Needham 01460 234101 Edwina Wakely 01460 234477
Kathy Shovelton 01460 234958
Books About Otterford
History of Otterford (£10). The history of the Parish up to 1900
View from the Milking Stool (£8). An autobiography by Frederica Tyrrell,
detailing life in Otterford and the Blackdown Hills 60+ years ago. We are
now down to the last 12 copies – buy now if you want one.
Otterford Remembered (£5). Detailing the lives of Otterford men who fought
and died, or came home, in World War I.
All books are available from Otterford Parish Council - Contact Penny Hart
on 01460 234639.
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Bishopswood Maintenance
Property and Garden Services

BEFORE
Mark
C Kemp

AFTER

Hard Landscaping

Transforming Your Outdoor Living
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
WE ONLY HAVE ONE REPUTATION!
The Firs - Bishopswood – Chard – Somerset – TA20 3RU

Tel: 01460 234076
E: mark@avtgroup.biz
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Climate & The Environment Project
All bird boxes and bee hotels have now found new homes, but we still have
a few free compost bins (for Otterford parishioners) left.
And we are still looking for that elusive compost champion - role is
principally sharing knowledge about composting, and occasional contact
with Somerset Waste Partnership. You don’t need to live in Otterford to do
this.
Please contact Penny Hart (Parish Clerk) – see details above under ‘Local
Books’ – for a compost bin or to volunteer to be our compost champion;
Otterford Litter Pick
Our 20th Litter Pick on Saturday 27th March saw 25 volunteers fill 39 sacks;
and pick up timber, wire, hubcaps, a
gas bottle, and lots of car body parts.
After sorting we recycled 429 drinks
cans, 243 plastic bottles, and 71 glass
bottles/jars - plus metal, plastic food
trays and lids, foil, and cardboard/
paper. The first Bronze Hubcaps (and
chocolates) were awarded to Mike
Canham and Victoria Southcott for
taking part in all 20 Picks.
Please Don’t Park Across The Top Of The Bridleway (Just Outside
Bishopswood)
Following a fairly major land slip – and having been closed for nearly seven
years - the bridleway was repaired (at a cost of c£35,000) by Somerset
County Council in January 2020. The landslip was caused by water running
off Royston Road and down the bridleway.
Some months ago the Parish Council was concerned to note there was still
regular parking at the top of the bridleway, which was causing soil erosion.
In an attempt to stop that wooden posts were installed, but some people are
still parking part-on and part-off the road and churning up the ground.
Linked to Whatley Road and Royston Road the bridleway forms a fairly
gentle circuit from the village and is very popular with local walkers and
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A S Plumbing & Heating
Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel
Oil Boiler Servicing
Oil Tank Replacement
Full Central Heating Systems
Bathrooms
Telephone – 01823 681402
Mobile – 07812 218233
Log Burner Installations
Wet/Dry Systems
Log Burners Supplied
Chimneys Lined
Rigid Flue Systems
Servicing and Maintenance
Electric AGA Conversions
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dog-walkers. If it does collapse
again, it is very unlikely that the
County Council will find the
substantial funds needed to repair
it again in the foreseeable future
and it will have to remain closed.

OTTERFORD
Parishioners are invited to attend (on-line) the
OTTERFORD ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2021

Presentation of the Parish Council’s Annual Report; an update
from County and District Councillors, Avon & Somerset Police,
and Parish organisations

followed by the
OTTERFORD ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 2021
On Tuesday 4th May, starting at 7.30.
Please contact Penny Hart (Parish Clerk) for login
details if you would like to join us
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OTTERFORD PARISH HALL COMMITTEE
INVITES YOU TO OUR

ANNUAL MEETING
TUESDAY 1st JUNE 2021, STARTING AT 7.00pm
IN THE PARISH HALL (IN BISHOPSWOOD)

An opportunity to hear (briefly!) about the work of the Trustees
over the last year; our ideas for the coming year; and a chance
to air your suggestions regarding the hall and activities.
Maybe you could help run the hall??

6th
13th
20th
7th

Winners of the Pavilion Bonus Ball
15
20
Emma Prety
21
29
Stuart Pitman
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We work with our clients to
understand their needs, support
them effectively and deliver the
best possible legal advice.

We’re all about listening,
understanding and
advising

Whether it’s commercial or
personal matters you need help
and advice with, the only thing
that really matters is you.
Call one of our nearby offices
and let’s have a proper chat.
WELLINGTON
T: 01823 666622
TAUNTON
T: 01823 625800

www.porterdodson.co.uk
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Churchinford Weather
CHURCHINFORD
Total Rainfall for March
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For local weather go to www.
wunderground
.com/personal-weather-station/ dashboard
?ID=ITAUNT
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Temperatures for March
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Wind Gusts for March
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Churchinford Community Shop
At the time of writing the signs for a reduction in lockdown are good and
plans are afoot to move the shop forward into a new ‘normal’. As such we
plan to resume takeaway hot drinks in May and the supply of fresh local
sandwiches will recommence at much the same time. We cannot yet reopen
the coffee shop, but the book swap is still in action on the decking and has
been extended for a wider selection of reading and now includes a jigsaw
puzzle section in aid of Macmillan.
Our ‘garden centre’ has resumed trading, with a selection of composts
(including peat free if our supplier can cope with demand) and fruit and veg
plants. As the seasons progress the range of plants will include bedding and
perennials, as well as herbs and alpines. Hopefully something for everyone.
This year also sees the 10th birthday of your shop. Starting in a portacabin
in the village hall car park and then moving across the road into purpose
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Land management
for non-farmers

•
•

Hedging, ditching, draining and all
types of fencing
Unwieldy gardens, hedges and fences
restored
pasture management (topping,
spraying, rolling, liming & re-seeding)
groundworks, drives, gateways,
concreting yards
welding repairs and steel fabrications
storage, containers and yard

We have the machinery and expertise to
tackle most estate management
problems - both big and small - from five
practical farmers. Just ring for free quote.

Five Farmers
Countryside Management Ltd

07850073625
www.fivefarmers.co.uk
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built premises, the shop has gone from strength to strength and has played
an important role in the recent, ongoing pandemic. Thanks go to everyone
who has played a role in any way in starting the shop and keeping it healthy
and thriving. We continue to support local producers in any way we can and
pride ourselves in being able to find something to suit all (ok, most) tastes.
The original plan was to hold a celebration in May, but for obvious reasons
we have had to rethink. Hopefully we will be able to organise something in
some shape or form later in the year.

CHURCHSTANTON COMMUNITY FUND
The Spring window for grant applications from the Churchstanton Community Fund is
now open.
The Churchstanton Community Fund has been established with funding from Anesco
following the successful installation of the solar panel farm at Culmhead Aerodrome.
The fund will support projects that benefit the inhabitants of Churchstanton Parish, in
consultation with Churchstanton Parish Council or their nominated representatives.
Preference will be given to local charities, voluntary groups and social enterprises
based within the parish.
The maximum grant available is £1,000 although average grants are likely to be £500.
Normally only one grant per year will be awarded to an organisation.
While the fund is deliberately broad in scope, there are a number of exclusions:
•
•
•
•

Individuals
Promotion of religion (although projects that benefit the community organised by
faith-based organisations are eligible.)
Animal welfare (although projects that use animals to provide benefit to local
residents are eligible)
Activities that are a statutory responsibility or are otherwise not charitable

Applications should be made using the online application form available at
https://www.somersetcf.org.uk/churchstanton
Closing Date: The deadline for application submissions to this round is 14th May 2021.
Successful applicants will be required to send monitoring and evaluation forms at the
end of their funded activity.
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THE YORK INN
Honiton Road, Churchinford. TA3 7RF
01823 601 333

NOW AVAILABLE: UPSTAIRS FUNCTION ROOM WITH
WIFI, PROJECTOR & SCREEN
IDEAL FOR MEETINGS, PRIVATE PARTIES
Country Pub offering a warm welcome
Log Fire. Large selection of Ales including local brews,
Games Room, Large screen TV. Monthly Meat Draw. Lots
of Special Events. Good wholesome food using local
ingredients lunchtime & evenings. Specials board &
Homemade Pie Board. Takeaway. Sunday Roasts.
Saturday Breakfast. Parties catered for. P a t i o A r e a .
Dogs Welcome

Email:theyorkinn@yahoo.com
www.yorkinn.co.uk
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Yarcombe & District YFC
As the lockdown restrictions are easing the months are
passing very quickly and we seem to be flying through the
young farmer’s calendar. March has been a busy month
learning about the exciting new restrictions young farmers
are going to be able to do. As a youth organisation, we are
fortunate to be able to have members meetings outside
now and we are able to resume sports activities in small groups against
other clubs. As you can tell we are incredibly lucky to have this, and we are
planning ways to meet up safely and ensure social distancing is maintained
with activities.
We continue to host our regular club meetings via Zoom, where a lot of
discussion has been had about the exciting coming summer months in the
future young farmers calendar. This certainly appears to be more promising
and brighter for all. We are very much all looking forward to the brighter
months ahead and being able to fundraise as much as we can for our charities
of the year, as well as having fun and catching up with much missed time
together as a club with friends.
As the restrictions do start to ease and normality appears to be in sight, we
hope to be able to share with you details of our events in the near future. I’m
sure many members are looking forward to being able to meet up with one
another and plan activities outdoors rather than on zoom.
On Saturday 3rd April six members participated in hockey at Axminster
sports grounds, this being our first sports activity of the year. Well done to
those who all took part and came 3rd.
As I am writing this report, we are busy preparing for our charity duck race,
which is going to be held on Sunday 11th April and will be live streamed on
our Facebook page. We have a fantastic array of prizes to be won and most
have been kindly donated. Please look out in next month’s report to see how
we got on. We also have the annual Young Farmers show & sale coming up
on the 14th April online, a report on how members stock got on will be in
next month’s report.
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If anyone would like to become involved in Young Farmers, we would
love you to join our club and encourage you to contact our Chairman or
Secretary for more information. If anyone has any further questions, please
contact our Chairman Dan Olive on 07811744714, or our Secretary Natalie
Sampson on 07775591324.
We hope you all stay safe and well.

Natalie Sampson

Secretary, Yarcombe and District Young Farmers
Blessed are those that can give without remembering and take without
forgetting. One day a florist in Ottawa went to a barber for a haircut. After
the cut, he asked about his bill, and the barber replied, ‘I cannot accept
money from you, I’m doing community service this week’ The florist was
pleased and left the shop.
When the barber went to open his shop the next morning, there was a
‘thank you’ card and a dozen roses waiting for him at his door.
Later, a cop comes in for a haircut, and when he tries to pay his bill, the
barber again replies, ‘I cannot accept money from you, I’m doing community
service this week.’ The cop was happy and left the shop.
The next morning when the barber went to open up, there was a ‘thank you’
card and a dozen Tim Horton donuts waiting for him at his door.
Then an MP came in for a haircut, and when he went to pay his bill, the
barber again replied, ‘I cannot accept money from you. I’m doing community
service this week.’ The MP was very happy and left the shop.
The next morning, when the barber went to open up, there were a dozen
MP’s lined up waiting for a free haircut.
And that, my friends, illustrates the fundamental difference between the
citizens of our country and the politicians who run it.
As Ronald Reagan said: “Both politicians and diapers need to be changed
often and for the same reason.”
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Looking for a keep-fit class …?
Come along, socialise, meet new friends
and have fun getting fit!
WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

9.30-10.30am

6 - 7pm

9.30-10.30am

The Village Hall

West Monkton Village Hall

Trident Hall

Bishopswood

Monkton Heathfield

Galmington

Nr Chard, TA20 3RS

Taunton, TA2 8NE

Taunton, TA1 5NN

Wear loose comfortable clothes & trainers or non-slip shoes
Bring a mat or towel and a drink,15 minutes registration, followed by
45 minutes of aerobic based exercises for all levels of fitness.

£6 per class
Term Time Only
No membership fees.
RSA/OCR Qualified Instructor

HEATHER SPARKS
TEL/TEXT: 07561 498365
EMAIL:
fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk
www.fitness4fun.wix.com/heather

Looking for a keep-fit class …?
Come along, socialise, meet new friends
and have fun getting fit!
WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

9.30-10.30am

6 - 7pm

9.30-10.30am

The Village Hall

West Monkton Village Hall

Trident Hall

Bishopswood

Monkton Heathfield

Galmington

Nr Chard, TA20 3RS

Taunton, TA2 8NE

Taunton, TA1 5NN

Wear loose comfortable clothes & trainers or non-slip shoes
Bring a mat or towel and a drink,15 minutes registration, followed by
45 minutes of aerobic based exercises for all levels of fitness.

£6 per class
Term Time Only
No membership fees.
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HEATHER SPARKS
TEL/TEXT: 07561 498365
EMAIL:
fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk
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SOLAR PANELS & HEAT PUMPS

Your local,
established,
renewable
energy installer
www.lightworkenergy.co.uk
patrick@lightworkenergy.co.uk
01460 234930 07909 111629
Elm End, Hare Lane, Buckland St. Mary, TA20 3JS

ACCOMMODATION
REQUIRED
Local man seeks property
for long term rent in the
area; annexe, flat or house.
I don’t smoke and have no
pets or kids. I’m a gardener/
handyman so also need a
garage or shed for tools,
equipment and a motorbike.
Anything considered!
Martin Hill
07410 957900
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Guitar Lessons
Electric, Acoustic, Bass, Classical and Ukulele lessons available
Lessons from a London College of Music Guitar Examiner, professional guitarist and
contributor to Guitar Techniques Magazine
Taught from dedicated space in Buckland St. Mary
harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com
01460 234829. 07928 590269
www.harrisonmarsh.co.uk
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Jon Dagger

Cooker / Kitchen
Appliance Engineer
Based in Hemyock
Over 35 years experience with
many manufacturers
inc. Rangemaster, Hotpoint,
Cannon and most others

Repairs to range-type or
built-in or freestanding cookers,
washing machines, dishwashers

07725 852322
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IYENGAR ® YOGA
Classes at Otterford Parish Hall
with

Tanya Devonshire-Jones
Certified teacher of IYENGAR® yoga

Suitable for young or old, stiff or flexible, fit or not!

Mondays:
Tuesdays:
Fridays:

9.30 - 11.00am

Intermediate class

5.00 - 6.00pm

Beginners class

10.00 - 11.30am

General class

£10
£8
£10

Please bring a folded blanket and a yoga mat if you have one. Some mats available.
All other equipment provided. No need to book, just drop-in and pay per session.

Please phone or email me if you have any queries.

07903 079939 tanya.yogateacher@gmail.com
TM

® used with permission of BKS IYENGAR, Trade Mark Owner.
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BIRD TABLES &
GARDEN PLANTERS
Free local
delivery

Planters & Troughs
Bat Boxes
Bird Tables & Boxes
Hedgehog Houses
Log Stores
www.blackdownwoodcrafts.co.uk
01823 601116 / 07711 504791
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1895 - 2020

Taking care of your loved ones with the dignity and respect that they deserve

Hemyock Funeral Directors
Est 1895

4th Generation
Independent Family Business
A complete personal service to suit your wishes,
arrangements can be made in the comfort
of your own home.
Serving the Blackdown Hills and Culm Valley

07860 390002
24 hours a day

Culmstock Road,
Hemyock, EX15 3RJ

pringandson@aol.com

Proud provider of Golden Charter Plans

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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01884 32855

9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

NVQ Qualifkation
Housekeeping
Shopping
Personal \:arc at home
Meal Prep
Companionship
Dog Walking
Sillmg Service

50 Fore Street,
Cullompton, EX15 1LB

www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk
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RINGBOROUGH DESIGN AND PLANNING
Helping you build
your dream home

Guillaume Dijon
Ringborough House
Churchinford, Taunton TA3 7EB

Telephone: 01823 421 049
Mobile: 07892 406 096
Email: gdijon@consultant.com
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� Buckland St Mary

� Church of England Primary School & Nursery
"An Outstanding Pre-School" Ofsted 2015
We offer a caring, friendly, happy and stimulating environment with
highly trained staff who tailor a personalised education for every child
from 2.5 years old. Now situated in our beautiful new premises nestled
in the Blackdown Hills and with access to all school facilities and
resources.
Open Monday- Friday 9am - 2.55pm (Thursdays by arrangement)
Wrap around care offered from 8am-5:30pm daily
To arrange a visit or for a prospectus please visit
www.bucklandstmaryceprimaryschool.co.uk or call 01460 234251

Buckland St Mary Baby & Toddler Group
Toys and equipment suitable for newborns and upward
Ride-on toys, a slide, table top activities and refreshments
2nd and 4th Thursday mornings 9:00am -11:30am
at Otterford Parish Hall (Bishopswood)
For more details please ring Melanie Tuffill on:
01460 234325 or just pop in!
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Valid until 31.12.2021

82

Maths Tuition
GCSE and A level Maths Tuition from Maths Post Graduate with Ten Years
Experience in One To One Tuition.
All Lessons Tailored to the Individual, taught in a dedicated teaching space in
Buckland St. Mary.
DBS Checked.
01460 234829 07928 590269
harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com
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Advertising in the CBO News - Scale of Charges

Size of advertisement in millimetres

Monthly

Annually

Pink Pages

B/W Colour (no commercial
advertisements)
(1/4 x A5 Size) 124w x 44h (Landscape) £7
£47
£80
N/A
(1/4 x A5 Size) 61w x 91h (Portrait)
£7
£47
£80
N/A
(1/2 x A5 Size) 124w x 91h (Landscape) £16
£78
£150 £2
(A5 Size) 124w x 185h (Portrait)
£23
£125 £280 £4
The CBO News accepts no liability for:
1. Any claims made by advertisers.
2. Any errors or omissions in the advertisement as submitted by the advertiser.
3. Any legal action as a result of the advertisement.
Acceptance of an advert into the Pink Pages is at the discretion of the CBO News
editorial team. We seek to uphold the purpose of the Pink Pages - namely to support
local charities, community groups and clubs, fund-raising activities, and non-commercial
activities, either taking place in the CBO parishes, or in the wider area where they may
be deemed to be of interest to our readers - by charging a nominal advertising fee that
is reflective of the non-commercial nature of the event taking place.

Copy deadlines for the June 2021 issue:
Adverts: noon, Friday 7th May 2021
Editorial: noon, Friday 14th May 2021
Editor: 			
			

Jon Mayled - 1 Stephens Cottages, Buckland St Mary, TA20 3SL		
email: editors@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234181

Advertising Manager &
Treasurer:

Josh Strickland - Beech House, Bishopswood, TA20 3RS
e-mail: adverts@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234144

Pink Pages:

Dave Jefferies - email: pinkpages@cbonews.org.uk

Subscription Managers:
Churchstanton - Pat Stenning - 1 Lambpark Court, Churchinford, TA3 7PL
			Tel: 01823 602926
			
			

Buckland St Mary - Bill Butt - Old Post Office, Buckland St Mary, Chard,
TA20 3SJ Tel: 01460 234225

			
Otterford - Penny Gale - Lower Fyfett Barn, Otterford, Chard, TA20 3QP
			Tel: 01823 601577
Cover Photo:		
			

© Oliver Hellowell 2021
https://www.facebook.com/OliverHellowellPhotographer/

The CBO News team is nominated by the Parish Councils & Parochial Church Councils of
Churchstanton, Buckland St Mary & Otterford. The Editor’s decision to publish is final.
Opinions expressed are those of the contributors not the editorial team.
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The Blackdown Practice
Hemyock
Surgery & DIspensary
Churchinford			
Dunkeswell
Monday:
08.00 - 18.30*		
15.00 - 18.00			
08.30 - 12.30
								15.00 - 18.00
Tuesday:
08.00 - 18:30*		
08.30 - 12.30			
08.30 - 12.30
				15.00 - 18.00					
Wednesday: 08.00 - 18.30*		
08.30 - 12.30			
08.30 - 12.30
					 			15.00 - 18.00
Thursday:
08.00 - 18.30*		
08.30 - 12.30			
08.30 - 12.30
				15.00 - 18.00
Friday:
08.00 - 18.30*		
08.30 - 12.30			
08.30 - 12.30
Saturday:
08:00 - 11:00
				
* Hemyock dispensary is closed between 1.00 and 2.00.
Hemyock:				Appointments & enquiries		01823 680206
				Dispensary 			01823 680007
				Fax (Repeat prescriptions)		01823 680680
Churchinford:			
Appointments & enquiries		
01823 681700
Dunkeswell:			
Appointments & Dispensary		
01823 681720
Blackdown Support Group: 		
Elizabeth McNabb			
01823 681036
Church View Surgery
Monday: 				
8.00 - 6.30
Tuesday: 				
8.00 - 6.30
Wednesday:			
8.00 - 6.30
Thursday: 				
8.00 - 6.30
Friday: 				
8.00 - 6.30
				
				Appointments & enquiries		01460 55300
				Dispensary				01460 55511
Hospitals: Musgrove Park
Honiton & District
Yeovil & District

01823 333444
01404 540540
01935 475122

Chard & District		
St Margaret’s Hospice		

01460 238220
01823 259394

Police
Buckland St Mary
(Chard Rural West)
Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant:
Rob Jameson
Neighbourhood Beat Manager: 		
Alan Hollick
Police Community Support Officers:
Gareth Allington
				Julie Middleditch
Neighbourhood Watch:		

Neil Arnold - neil.j.arnold@gmx.co.uk

Churchstanton & Otterford
(East Taunton & Rural)
Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant:
Charmaine Dyne
Police Community Support Officers:
Tony Wearmouth 07889 655312
				Steve Chapman steve.chapman@avonand somerset.police.uk
Partnership Support Office:		
Emma Tyson
Non-urgent reporting: 101 - if something is URGENT (burglary / fight in progress etc.) ring 999
0800-55111 To report suspicious activity and intelligence matters anonymously through Crime stoppers
Email: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact-us/
Website: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk
Letters: Taunton Police Station, The Deane House, Belvedere Road, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1HE
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Useful Contact Details

Please contact us if you have any changes you would like us to make to this list.
Churchstanton: http://www.churchstantonpc.co.uk
Somerset West & Taunton District Councillor – Ross Henley			
01823 665988
			
		
Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Ian Firth
Cllr.I.Firth@churchstantonpc.co.uk
0781 3214535
Clerk to the Parish Council - Julie Wardle
clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk		
01823 299788
Village Hall bookings - Linda Knowles					
07956960661
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris 		
01823 421395
Churchstanton Primary School: Head Teacher - Claire Halstead
		
01823 601354
						
SCH.105@educ.somerset.gov.uk
Churchinford Community Shop						01823 601026
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper						01823 601347
Tower Captain - Ian Hooper						
01823 601347
Buckland St Mary: http://www.buckland-st-mary.org.uk
South Somerset District Councillors – Jenny Kenton 				
07921 574019
					
jenny.kenton@southsomerset.gov.uk
			
– Martin Wale
		
01460 65190
			
martin.wale@southsomerset.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Keith Every					
01460 234620
Clerk to the Parish Council - Veronica Moore		
vmmoore21@hotmail.co.uk
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board				
01460 234200
Neighbourhood Watch - Neil Arnold					
01460 234693
Buckland St Mary C.E. Primary School: CEO - Suzanne Flack			
01460 234251
Executive Head of School - Gareth Nation
http://www.bucklandstmaryceprimaryschool.sch.uk
Churchwarden - Jon Mayled						01460 234181
Tower Captain - Keith Every					
01460 234620
Otterford: http://otterfordparishcouncil.org
Somerset West & Taunton District Councillor – Ross Henley			
01823 665988
			
Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Mike Canham					
01460 234639
					
mike.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Clerk to the Parish Council - Penny Hart				
01460 234639
Village Hall bookings - Amanda Williams					
01460 234264
						 bookings@otterfordparishhall.co.uk
The Hub - Communications - Peter Naylor			
		
01823 601106
Churchwarden - David Ruthven						01823 601455
General:
Somerset County Councillor (Buckland St Mary) - Amanda Broom 		
01460 62102
Somerset County Councillor (Otterford & Churchstanton) - John Thorne		
01823 663146
						
JBThorne@somerset.gov.uk
Blackdown Community Bus		blackdownbus@gmail.com		07762 813967
Bishopswood Chapel
Chris Sussex							01460 234270
Blackdown Benefice
Rector - Revd Jim Fallon		

revfallon@btinternet.com		

01823 421757

Blackdown Hills AONB - Katherine Findlay 				
01823 680682
					
katherine.findlay@devon.gov.uk
TDBC Health Response Unit					01823 356337
Wessex Water						
0845 6004600
Bristol Water							0800 373501
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Taunton & Pickeridge Golf Club, Corfe, Taunton TA3 7BY
Telephone: 01823 421537
mail@tauntongolf.co.uk www.tauntongolf.co.uk

Hope to see you soon. Follow us on

Our dedicated staff guarantee a friendly, safe, warm welcome and excellent service to customers old and new.

For the more active, our 2021 membership is now open with flexible categories from only £199
but if your summer is just about reconnecting socially, this is a beautiful place to do it.

■ After your daily walk, treat yourself to a refreshing drink ■ Let our experienced team host that special family
and snack or a homemade pub classic served in the bar
re-union, celebration or the wedding you’ve been waiting
or on the sunny patio.
for, just the way you want it, in our stunning clubhouse.

■ Make our club your new home and book our light
and airy conference room from just £30 for local
business, community and activity groups.

More than just a Golf Club

■ Enjoy Sunday and Midweek carveries with unrivalled
countryside views. Choose 1, 2 or 3 courses from
£11.95. Booking essential. Starts 23 May.
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