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Private Coach Hire
Hire one of our luxury coaches to take
your club or group on a day out or to a
sporting fixture. We offer air conditioned
coaches with at-seat USB charging. Our
professional drivers look forward to
taking you to your destination.

M.O.T. Service
Book a Class 4, Class 5 or Class 7 M.O.T.
at our purpose-built workshops. We can
accommodate large camper vans too.
Our experienced mechanics offer their
wealth of knowledge to ensure your
vehicle is safe & legal to drive.

Day Trips from Hatch Green Coaches

COACHES

Explore the west country on one of our day trips. From coastal towns to historic cities,
we offer a range of destinations for you to enjoy. Local pick-up points make it even
easier for you to enjoy a day out. View our website for the latest destinations and dates.

PLEASE CONTACT US TO BOOK TODAY

www.hatchgreencoaches.co.uk
Call us today: 01823 480 338 | Email: info@hatchgreencoaches.co.uk
Hatch Green Coaches | Hatch Green Garage, Taunton, Somerset, TA3 6TN
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NEW
This is placed right at the front of the magazine this month so that you don’t
miss it!
For the time being, given the pandemic regulations, we are still unable to
produce a printed magazine. We are constrained by a number of factors:
primarily we need to serve as many of our subscribers as we possible can and
the distribution of a printed magazine is not possible given the health risks
involved. This is therefore the 10th CBO News to be available on line.
We do appreciate that this is causing a real problem for some of our regular
subscribers. At the moment all subscriptions are frozen until we see what the
future brings.
In order to help those people who are not on-line, can we please urge you
to print off the pages, such as Parish Council reports, which might be of
particular interest to them.
However, we hope that this month’s change will help you to have more
ready access to the magazine.
Please go to the website www.cbonews.org.uk and click on ‘Subscriptions’.
This will take you to a page where you will see this, on the left-hand column:

Click on ‘Register for CBO News’
3

Click on ‘Register’

The Password is entirely your choice.
Once you have completed this you will receive every new copy of CBO News
by email as soon as it is published.
We are bound by all GDPR legislation and will only store that data which
you provide and guarantee that it will not be sold to or used by any other
organisations.
We hope that this new service will help you to benefit as much as possible
from the magazine while we await future developments.
Any questions please contact us.

Jon, Josh & Dave
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Editorial
Dear Readers,
It’s February - sadly it always seems to me to be a rather miserable month (at
least thankfully short).
If you haven’t already read the first two pages - please go back and do so. It’s
something that we hope will help to make accessing the latest CBO News
much easier.
Personally, I long to see the return of the Pink Pages - it seems a lifetime
since anything was advertised in CBO News and then actually happened!
Still, we cannot lose hope that perhaps this year there will be a return to
some sort of normality and enough pasta and loo rolls for everyone.
“Every gardener knows that under the cloak of winter lies a miracle ...
a seed waiting to sprout, a bulb opening to the light, a bud straining to
unfurl. And the anticipation nurtures our dream.” - Barbara Winkler
“Winter is the time for comfort, for good food and warmth, for the
touch of a friendly hand and for a talk beside the fire: it is the time for
home.” - Edith Sitwell
“February is merely as long as is needed to pass the time until March.”
- Dr. J. R. Stockton
Please take care and keep safe.
Until next month

Jon, Josh & Dave

While the editor welcomes material for publication in the CBO News, it is not guaranteed that any item will be
included or will appear in a particular edition. The right to edit or shorten any items which are used is reserved.
Publication is in good faith and does not imply accuracy5of content or agreement with views expressed.

OTTERFORD HELPING HAND
RESTARTS
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement of a second national
‘lockdown’ we have restarted the Otterford Helping Hand Scheme.
There is (so far) no formal shielding scheme this time, but it seems likely that
some more vulnerable residents may/will not want to venture out to places
where there are other people. We will, therefore, try to meet any individual
requests for assistance – principally shopping (in local shops), picking up
prescriptions, posting mail and walking dogs. We also have a few books if you
are short of reading material and can offer a friendly telephone-chat.
At this stage Churchinford Shop has no plans for bulk orders/deliveries
(continuing with its normal service), and by the time you read this the
Blackdown Practice will have decided whether to reinstate delivery rounds.
We are ready to help with either if needed.
We will not offer to provide cash (against a cheque, BACS transfer or IOU) this
time – as none was needed in the March to June lockdown.

If you need help please contact Penny Hart, our Parish Clerk, on 01460 234639
or penny.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
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BUCKLAND ST MARY COVID-19 SUPPORT GROUP
PARISH COUNCIL

THE CHURCH

F.O.B.S.

February 1 2021
Now the government restrictions have placed us in Lockdown
again we need one another’s help even more
If you need help with shopping, collecting
medicine or just want advice or a chat
or to volunteer yourself
Contact Jon Mayled
01460 24181 / 07768328711
jonmayled@btinternet.com
to be put in touch with one of our volunteers.
Volunteers and those who can offer assistance can also join
the Buckland St Mary Nextdoor group on your phone.
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Blackdown Benefice
The churches of the Blackdown Benefice are closed for communal worship
because of the pandemic.
Most churches are still open for private worship or visits. If you do go to any
of the churches please remember that all Covid-19 restrictions are still in
place. You must sanitize your hands on entering and leaving, wear a mask if
you are not alone, and practice social-distancing.
Sunday services are continuing by Zoom. To check the details visit the
Benefice website: https://www.blackdownbenefice.org.uk or join our
Facebook group.

Bishopswood Chapel
All Chapel Services and Bible Study meetings are cancelled until further
notice.
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Jon’s Thought
I cannot be the only one in the CBO area who is finding it difficult to
remember what day of the week it is. Before the pandemic there was an
invisible, now it seems that one day rolls into another, shielding, isolating,
home-working or schooling with all their attendant problems, having tests
and waiting for a vaccine injection but, with fairly miserable weather and
nowhere to go most of the time, I find myself having to check my computer
every day to reassure myself that it really is …day or, more often than not,
isn’t.
Last year, our lives changed as we were midway through Lent. Since then,
with very short reprieves, the seasons have come and gone.
February is about to start. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent on
17th. Easter is earlier in 2021, 4th April. The question on everyone’s mind
must be, ‘will we back to normal by then’. The daily deluge of news items
appears to suggest very strongly that we won’t really be anywhere near what
seemed normal less than a year ago.
I hope that I’m not sounding like the Greek soothsayer Cassandra, who was
cursed with always prophesying what came to pass but no one ever believed
her.
This year will almost certainly be hard for all of us, but the approach of
Lent and the triumph of Easter will still be there whether we are able to
experience them as a community or not.
The message of Lent is perhaps more meaningful now than for many years.
So many people, all over the world, from every walk of life, colour, race
and religion are suffering. They are suffering from the pandemic, from
loneliness, from bereavement, from depression and fear and from poverty.
During Lent, we need to remember the every-increasing number of people
relying on Foodbanks. We are a first world country, one of the G7 (the
seven largest economies in the world) and yet, through no fault of their own,
people from every group are having to rely on Foodbanks to have enough to
eat to survive. This may affect very few of us in our local communities, but
you only have to visit our neighbouring towns to see the increasing demand.
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This Lent is not a time to concern ourselves with giving something up –
we can all manage without chocolate! (With apologies to those chocoholics
who might disagree.) This Lent is a time to pray and certainly a time to give
if we possibly can. Foodbanks are a must.
I am horrified when I hear people saying that Foodbanks are unnecessary –
would anyone really chose to go through the process of registering for free
food and collecting it if they had a choice?
Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, will give
a stone? Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake? If you then,
who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask
him! (Matthew 7:9-11)
This Lent, as we prepare for Easter, can we please remember that the message
is clear:
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. “Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they will see God.” (Matthew 5:7-8)
Please look after yourselves and keep safe

Jon

Thoughts from Bishopswood
This is the first of these notes I have written in 2021 and probably more than
any other year all of us are wondering what it will bring. I am reminded of a
line from the carol, ‘O little town of Bethlehem,’ where, talking of Jesus, he
states ‘The hopes and fear of all the years are met in thee tonight.’
I guess 2021 is already producing many hopes and fears. We appear to be
at the height of the pandemic so there is Covid. Will it wane from now
on or is there more to come? Will it mutate even more? You will know
the answer to the question of what will Trump do by the time you read
this. There certainly seems to be a lot of fear in America on that one with
plans for extensive security for the Biden inauguration. Our hopes appear
10

Keeping connected!
As we continue to move through the Covid-19 pandemic, we are
looking at new ways to keep people informed of what is happening
and also to offer support in any way in which we can.
On our website CBO News you will find the latest edition and also
more Covd-19 information. You can also join us on Facebook at
CBO News.
With have been planning for the future and hope that soon we will
be able to consult our readers on plans for the way forward.
The Blackdown Benefice website contains details of online services
etc. There is also a new Benefice Facebook group.
The Blackdown Support Group is also on Facebook
On WhatsApp there is a Bishopswood / Otterford group.
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to be almost totally centred on the distribution of the vaccines. Will we get
enough? Will one dose work as we delay the second? So it goes on.
This leaves me wondering what the writer had in mind when he wrote, ‘The
hopes and fears of all the years.’ I wonder what he thought there was to fear
in the coming of Jesus. Herod was the puppet king in Israel at the time and
he feared anyone who might have been a future rival enough to have all
the boys of under two killed. They lived under Roman occupation and the
Jews hoped for a future Messiah that would lead a military revolution and
kick the Romans out. You can see it in the Gospels after all a leader that
can feed an army with a few fish and rolls, who can heal the sick, restore
the wounded and raise the dead is perfect to lead an army. Their hopes
were dashed when Jesus was put to death by the combined efforts of the
high priests, Herod, and the Roman governor. Even two of his followers
showed their disappointment when they said, “We thought he was the one
to redeem Israel.”
The writer of the carol wasn’t thinking about the Roman occupation
though. The Psalmist said, “He will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.”
The Messiah was to come to deal with sin and wickedness. That wasn’t
much good for those that wanted a military Messiah. Also for those that
rejected him there was much to fear for he would, at the end of time, return
as judge for the Messiah is portrayed as both a saviour and a righteous judge.
For those that put their trust in him and that includes his death on the cross
as a substitute who paid the price for their wrong doings he would provide
a certain hope. The word Hope in the Bible has a ring of certainly about
it. It isn’t a reluctant, “I hope so.” It is the opposite of no hope. You either
have no hope or you have a certain hope. Jesus provides the certain hope of
eternal life.

Nyall
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We’re onl y a phone cal l away
-

A NEW ‘F RIENDLY PHONE CALLS ’ SERV ICE

A F REE, CONF IDENTIAL, EXTENDED
INFORMATION AND ADV ICE SERV ICE

A NEW DEDICATED CORONAV IRUS SUPPORT W EBSITE

As part of the Somerset Mental Health Alliance, we are working alongside other voluntary sector
organisations, including Mindline, Re-Think and MIND, to ensure support is readily available to those
struggling with anxiety, worry and depression.

Registered Charity no: 1015900
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As the pandemic continues its rampant spread and new mutations seem to
appear every week, thousands of people locally are in need of the Foodbanks
while winter continues and the third shutdown takes hold on the whole
country.
In December the Taunton Foodbank alone had 470 clients and fed 1577
people during the month. Overall they gave out 200 more school boxes than
in December 2019.
There are drop-off points in the supermarkets, the Churchinford and Combe
St Nicholas Shops and in the Benefice churches.
It doesn’t matter which Foodbank you contribute to. The need is really great
during this pandemic when so many people have lost their jobs or been
furloughed.
Please donate what you can to our local food banks.
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Churchinford & District Community Shop
Before you go to town, try the Churchinford Community Shop
Over 2000 items in stock & competitive pricing!

Daily deliveries of quality Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
Milk, Dairy & Free-range eggs
Bread, Cakes, Pasties, Fresh Local Meat
News & Stationery
Over 25 local suppliers

Post Office

Mon – Fri 10am – 3.30pm
Mail, Banking, Withdrawal & Deposits, Health Lottery, Bill Payment

Shop

Mon 9.30am – 5pm
Tues 9.30am – 5pm
Wed 9.30am – 5pm
Thurs 9.30am – 5pm
Fri 9.30am – 5pm
Sat 9am – 2pm
Sun – Closed
Churchinford & District Community Shop
Churchinford
TA3 7DJ
Tel: 01823 601026
Email: shopmanager@churchinfordshop.co.uk
www.churchinfordshop.co.uk
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Practical tips on staying positive and taking care of yourself during
lockdown
It’s normal to feel stressed, anxious or lonely when faced with staying indoors
for long periods and interacting less with people, especially when that is
added to the underlying stress of worrying whether you will catch the virus.
But it is also important to do what you can to try and manage those feelings.
Here are some practical ideas which may help:
Keep to a schedule
Even if you are isolated at home, try to keep to a regular schedule as much as
possible. While loneliness can feel like it will never end, trying to make days
feel as “normal” as possible will help you to get through. Start each day with
a plan of a few things that you will do, keep a daily diary about how you
are feeling and keep a symptom log if you are managing illness. All of these
tracking systems will help you to feel like you are being proactive about the
situation and more in control.
Stay informed but don’t overdo it!
Keeping up to date with health information and advice on precautionary
measures is important but watching too much news, reading too many
articles, and consuming too much online content can be overwhelming.
You might decide to check the news twice a day. Or you might decide to
limit your time on social media. Make sure you seek sites that give factual
information about what you can do to stay safe and healthy such as the
NHS or local government websites.
Keep moving
We sometimes forget that our physical and mental health are delicately
intertwined. If you spend weeks of isolation not getting any exercise at all,
this will have a detrimental effect on your ability to cope mentally. You
16

Coronavirus

Wash your hands
more often
for 20 seconds
Use soap and water or a hand sanitiser when you:
• Get home or into work
• Blow your nose, sneeze or cough
• Eat or handle food

CORONAVIRUS

PROTECT
For more information and the Government’s
Action Plan go to nhs.uk/coronavirus
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YOURSELF
& OTHERS

should try to do some kind of activity every day. Go for walks around
the neighbourhood if you can. Even small tasks around the home or a bit
of gentle stretching can help keep you moving and improve your mood.
Breathing deeply for a few minutes can help you to feel calmer, less anxious
and more energetic.
Do something meaningful or creative
•

Doing something meaningful or creative each day, even if only for a
short period, will give you a sense of purpose and identity. Reach out
to someone else and offer words of kindness and encouragement. You
cannot “fix” someone else’s feelings but kindness goes a long way and
helping others can help you to feel less lonely or anxious yourself.
Expressing yourself through creative means can also be therapeutic.
Only you know what you will enjoy or find fulfilling, but below are
some ideas to get you started:

•

Create a family tree or photo album that you can share with others later

•

Sign up to be a volunteer or reach out to someone you know who may
be finding things difficult

•

Sign up for an online/distance learning course and do some work each
day

•

Complete a painting, colouring, sewing or knitting project

•

Choose a space in your home and reorganize or redecorate it by moving
things around

•

Try writing poetry or short stories or keeping a diary

•

Plant seeds or bulbs to grow indoors

•

Try cooking or baking something new

Connect with others
While you may not be able to visit with family and friends in person, that
does not mean that you cannot connect. If you are comfortable using
technology, there are numerous ways you can stay in touch but try to make
connections meaningful rather than just short messages. If you prefer more
traditional ways of communicating, you can send a handwritten letter or
postcard to someone or call them on the telephone, particularly on days
18

0330 229 1700
8am-11pm

7 days a week
LISTENING CHAPLAINCY PHONELINE
Serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire
We are a faith-based service offering chaplaincy support
for people of all faiths and none in times of emergency
Are you recently bereaved or concerned about end of life issues?
Are you a key worker overwhelmed by what you are facing or dealing with at work?
Are you worried about someone who is seriously ill, especially if you can’t visit them?
Are you anxious about the effect that the COVID 19 crisis is having on your life?
Maybe you would just like someone from the faith communities to talk to.

If you live in the Bristol, Somerset or South Gloucestershire area:

Call 0330 229 1700 ● 8am-11pm ● 7 days a week

CARING and CONFIDENTIAL
The Faith Communities Major Emergencies Team serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire
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you are feeling low or lonely - they may be feeling the same way. Often just
talking to someone else can be an enormous help.
Find sources of comfort
Finding ways to give yourself comfort even when you are feeling lonely
can help to improve your mental health. Below are some ideas of “comfort
measures” that you can take even if you are alone:
•

Give yourself a foot massage or soak or have a bath/shower

•

Focus on your pet

•

Prepare and enjoy healthy comfort food

•

Watch favourite TV programmes or read favourite books

•

Spend time in nature

•

Have a cup of relaxing herbal tea

•

Maintain a regular sleep routine

Distract yourself
Another way to boost your mental health is to find healthy distractions. This
might come in the form of reading, watching television programmes about
topics you like, listening to music, or finding other activities that interest
you:
•

Go back and re-read some of your favourite childhood books or choose
a list of books you’ve always wanted to read

•

Listen to audiobooks if you struggle to read

•

Watch documentaries or films or listen to podcasts on topics of interest
to you

•

Listen to your favourite songs or play an instrument

•

Play games that engage your mind such as Sudoku, puzzles, crosswords,
solitaire or online chess.

•

Take a virtual tour of an art gallery/museum or watch an online theatre
production
20
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Plan for the future
Feeling like life is on hold? While it might feel like this will last forever, there
will come a time that you’ll be back to your usual routines and spending
time with others again. One way to feel less alone now is to make plans for
when things have improved – what hobbies or activities might you be able
to re-start, who will you arrange to see, is there a favourite place you could
visit?
Be kind to yourself
Most importantly, be kind to yourself during this difficult time. If you find
yourself saying things like “I shouldn’t be feeling this way” or pushing away
difficult emotions, this will only make loneliness or anxiety persist. Many
people experience these feelings but find it difficult to acknowledge them.
Instead of resisting your feelings, instead, try to accept them and understand
that they will come and go. This helps to take away their power.
Finally - don’t be scared to ask for help
If you find yourself with poor mental health and you aren’t able to pull
yourself out of feelings of anxiety, depression or fear, it is important to reach
out for help. While it’s normal to feel afraid and lonely at a time like this,
worsening or ongoing feelings could indicate the need for outside help.
There are many sources of support available both locally and nationally, you
can speak to your GP or Blackdown Support Group about the most relevant
options for you.
Blackdown Support Group
01823 681 036 phoneline open 9-11am Mon-Fri, answerphone service
outside those times, please leave a message and we will call you back as soon
as possible.
Email: d-ccg.bsgadmin@nhs.net
Website: www.blackdownsupportgroup.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BlackdownSupportGroup
Mindline Somerset
Emotional support for people in Somerset
www.mindinsomerset.org.uk
01823 276 892 (24-hour helpline)
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The following Blackdown Support Group services continue to be
available for anyone in the Blackdown Hills who needs them:
# Transport to medical appointments (including Covid vaccination
appointments) for anyone who doesn’t drive or have other means of
transport.
# Prescription delivery, shopping support/errands for anyone
shielding, high risk or with limited mobility.
# Telephone support for those living alone or struggling to cope.
# Advice and guidance on other support services available.
If you know someone in need or if you would like to support us as a
volunteer please contact us:
01823 681 036
d-ccg.bsgadmin@nhs.net
Please note our volunteer telephone befrienders can work from
home. Shopping/delivery volunteers are out in the community.
Medical Transport volunteers use their own car to transport
passengers to important appointments; PPE and infection control
guidance are provided. Transport volunteers also require a DBS check.
Thank you.
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Samaritans
Confidential support for people experiencing feelings of distress or despair
www.samaritans.org.uk
116 123 (free 24-hour helpline)
Somerset Domestic Abuse helpline
0800 694 9999 - confidential advice and support regarding domestic abuse
in Somerset
Age UK Somerset
Advice and support for over 60’s in Somerset
www.ageuk.org.uk/somerset/
email infoandadvice@ageuksomerset.org.uk
01823 345 613 (Information and advice line, 10am-3pm Monday to Friday)
Family Lives
Advice on all aspects of parenting including coping with family life during
Covid
www.familylives.org.uk
0808 800 2222 (Monday to Friday 9am-9pm and weekends 10am-3pm)
Young Somerset
Advice and support services for young people in Somerset
www.youngsomerset.org.uk/wellbeing-support
01278 722 100 (Answerphone service, please leave a message)
Email wellbeing@youngsomerset.org.uk
Somerset Carers
Advice and support for unpaid carers who look after family, friends or
neighbours on a regular basis
www.somerset.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/carers-in-somerset/
0800 3168600 – telephone support service for unpaid carers
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Blackdown Hills Repair Café
Blackdown Hills Repair Café will continue to offer a repair service from
home, when the lockdown is once again lifted.
Throughout the last period when the Repair Café was not able to run from
its normal premises at the Hemyock Parish Hall. Stephan Lehner and the
Blackdown Hills Repair Café repairers have been hard at work repairing a
wide variety of items from televisions to toasters, shears to spades and radios
to wristwatches. Stephan has been travelling the Blackdown Hills picking
up items for repair and dropping them off to repairers in the area to save as
many items from landfill as possible.
The total repairs carried out is 184 items, with over 85% of these successfully
repaired and saved from Landfill. Working on approximate weights of items,
this means the repair café have saved between 230 and 240 kilograms of
items from going to landfill.
The results speak for themselves and demonstrate how the repair café can
help the local community and also prevent further contamination of the
environment.
Stephan uses his home as a hub for delivery and collection of items to be
repaired and then distributes them to and from the Volunteer Repairers,
who mend them at home in their own workshops. Please contact Stephan
on: Best my Mobile No. 07715460783 Or 01823 460783 Or email:
sfelehner@aol.com
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FoBS Cash Prize Draw
So much has changed this year due to COVID and unpredictable times
sadly resulting in very little money being raised for our school. There has
been no Easter Bingo, May Fair, Spooky Disco or our regular cake sales.
We have come up with a COVID friendly fundraising idea of a monthly
cash prize draw and need as many parents, family, friends and generous
members of our community to participate as possible.
The first draw prizes will be drawn in February 2021. Entries are £2.50
each and a counter with your name will be entered each month for each
£2.50 paid, e.g. £5 per month would be two entries, two counters.
1st and 2nd prizes of £10 and £5 will be drawn monthly by the school
children.
Your payments can be made in an annual lump sum (£30 for one entry
per month for a year/ £60 for two entries per month for a year) or
monthly by standing order.
Cheques made payable to:

Friends of Buckland St Mary School

Bank details:

Friends of Buckland St Mary School
Lloyds
Sort code 30 96 26
Account number 21465368

Please use ‘FoBS prize draw’ as your payment reference
If paying annually by cheque please write your name and contact number
on the back of your cheque. If setting up a monthly standing order or
making a one off bank payment please send an email confirming your
payment
to
our
FoBS
treasurer
Helen
Hubbard
info@peaceaccountancy.co.uk
and
CC
Rosey
Thompson
reed_rosey@hotmail.com.
To be entered into the first February draw all payments must be made by
22nd January 2021.
If anyone has any questions please give Rosey a call on 07793 797605.
It is so very important that we continue to raise as much money as
possible for our school and to enhance our children’s education. Our most
recent purchases have been chrome books, but more are needed.
We thank you in advance for your kindness and generosity and hope you
all had a Happy Christmas and have safe and healthy 2021.
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Buckland St Mary Rainfall
December was another mixed end to the year. There was only one Met.
Office “Storm” – Bella on the 26th/27th (38.10 mm = 1.50 ins.). Christmas
Day was dry and bright, but Boxing Day was thoroughly wet. The New Year
heralded cold weather with wintry showers but no snow of any significance.
Some were lucky to see the ‘Christmas Star’ (also known as the Star of
Bethlehem) on the 21st. This was the closest convergence of the two largest
planets in our solar system – Jupiter and Saturn – since 1623 and previously
to that in1226. The full moon on the 30th was known as the ‘Cold Moon’.
Total rainfall for December was 243.50 mm (9.59 ins.). The wettest day was
the 18th with 30.50 mm of rain (1.20 ins.; 12.53% of the total), followed by
the 26th with 30.00 mm (1.18 ins.; 12.32%), the 15th with 22.30 mm (0.88
ins.; 9.16%), the 13th with 21.50 mm (0.85 ins.; 8.83%) and the 9th with
20.00 mm (0.79 ins.; 8.21%).
The 21-year average for December was 128.39 mm (5.05 ins.).
2020 was the 6th wettest year since 2000. The annual average for the past
21 years was 1105.77 mm (46.08 ins.).
I trust that you have had a ‘safe’ 2020 and that you all remain safe and well
in the year ahead.
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The Somerset Bereavement
Support Service is here if
you’ve been bereaved and
need emotional support or
someone to talk to.

How we can help
Marie Curie Companions can provide bereavement support for
people across Somerset who are over the age of 18. This service
provides telephone support calls with compassionate
volunteers. They’ve all completed specific training, including how to
support people in sensitive situations and dealing with difficult
subjects, such as death, dying and bereavement.
In addition, a further six sessions of one to one bereavement
counselling can be provided by experienced bereavement support
workers at Mind in Somerset specialist bereavement service. Mind in
Somerset support adults and children aged 12+.

We are here to help and welcome your call.
9am to 5pm, Monday to Saturday.

Call us on 0800 304 7412
In partnership with

Charity reg no. 207994 (England & Wales), SC038731 (Scotland) F446e
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Ben Gold/Marie Curie

Bereavement support

Buckland St Mary Daily Rainfall for December 2020
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Buckland St Mary 100 Club Winners – January 2021
Amount
Number
Name
£20
26
Mike Fortune
£15
31
Nick Hodges
£10
64
Judith Wakefield
£5
37
Tom Kennedy
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Buckland St Mary Church News
Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, and
dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent: Create and make in us new
and contrite hearts, that we worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging
our wretchedness, may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission
and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (Collect for Lent)

Under the third national lockdown, Church services have now returned to
Zoom.
To check the details visit the Benefice website: https://www.
blackdownbenefice.org.uk or join our Facebook group. St Mary’s is still open
for private worship or visits. If you do go to the churche please remember
that all Covid-19 restrictions are still in place. You must sanitize your hands
on entering and leaving, wear a mask if you are not alone, and practice
social-distancing.

Jon Mayled
Churchwarden

Buckland St Mary Parish Council
7th January 2021
County Councillor and District Councillor reports
District Councillors Kenton and Wale reported that the District Council
were deeply involved in the Covid pandemic and had seconded a number of
members of staff to organise and help with vaccinations, so the Council was
not operating as normally at the moment.
Somerset Climate Emergency Fund
Jolyon Chesworth joined the meeting. Following the meeting he had
organised early in December for interested parishioners, he had devised a
draft application for the Somerset Climate Emergency Fund for Councillors
to consider. This was for the restoration of a telephone box, village nature
trail leaflet, production of hedge and verge inventory report, purchase and
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setting and achieving high educational standards through a creative, ambitious enquiry-based curriculum supporting our children to
reach their full potential.
fully exploiting our rural setting to inspire creativity and embrace outdoor learning opportunities.
providing an exciting and inclusive environment for our children to learn and develop, nurturing their health, emotional and social
well-being.
empowering children for the next step of their learning journey.
collaborating with children, staff, governors, parents and friends to become positive members of our wider community.

If this sounds like the start in life you want for your child, then do book a visit with Ms Coles in the school office on 01823 601354. More
information and details about our curriculum can be found on our website - www.churchstanton.somerset.sch.uk. We look forward
to hearing from you. Mrs C Halstead, Headteacher.









We work together to support our children to become Respectful, Responsible, Resilient, Risk-takers with a caring attitude to the
world around them; each with an enquiring mind setting them ready to be educated citizens. We achieve this by:

“A unique Place to begin your child’s education.”
Our School Vision and Values

Churchstanton Primary School

design of a website, organising events and activities, and seed purchase
etc., for wildflower plots, all of which amounted to £21,750. The fund, if
granted, would need to be the responsibility of a small group of parishioners
to organise initiatives and to see them through. It was agreed that members
of the Parish Council did not want to be responsible for the initiative.
Councillors were also concerned that only 4 parishioners plus 4 from outside
the parish, together with 4 councillors, attended Jolyon’s meeting.
Councillor Barton, whilst liking many of the ideas suggested, did not
support the application in its present form. It was suggested that the Parish
Council should buy the village phone box from the Community Heartbeat
Trust for £30 which included paint for its refurbishment, so there was a hub
for Jolyon to start somewhere and this was agreed unanimously. Councillor
Parkin also liked the ideas which had been put forward and suggested
getting the school involved. She pointed out that the initiative was long
term and those involved would need to commit for two years. Jolyon would
continue to speak to people to encourage them to volunteer.
District Councillor Wale had been to a meeting of the BHPN when
discussions took place on looking for schools to do projects. The District
Council have a Green agenda and he felt quite sure they could be involved
in any future plans. He suggested the group should be up and running and
then get back to the Parish Council/South Somerset District Council and
ask what money would be available to assist.
Jolyon was thanked for all the work he had undertaken.
Planning
Application No. 20/02793/COU
Applicant
Mr & Mrs C Mogford
Proposal
Change of use of Building A to Caravan Storage and
office/meeting space and B to Caravan Storage
Location
Higher Buckland Farm Farm Lane Buckland St Mary
TA20 3QZ
Mr & Mrs Mogford joined the meeting to explain their application, and
after a full discussion, the Council had no objections and supported the
application.
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Shelly’s Care
Local Microprovider with 30 years care experience.
Are you looking for help that is tailored to your needs?
Shelly’s care may be just what you’re looking for. I’m offering
support for people with a learning disabilities or the elderly.
I have a DBS, insurance, and car business insurance.
I offer the following services:
Personal care, shopping, cooking, sitting service, support
to appointments, company and much more. For more
information contact Michelle Reed: 07853281411
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Dog litter bins - update
The Clerk reported that she had had correspondence with the Locality
Officer at SSDC about the provision and emptying of a dog bin at
Blackwater following a request from a parishioner. It was necessary for the
Parish Council to purchase a bin from Chard Town Council for £140 plus
£75 for its installation and this was agreed. It was suggested that a bin was
also needed to be situated in the middle of the village and the Clerk would
speak to the Locality Officer and report back at the next meeting.
Finance
(i) Parish Council budget for 2021/22 was agreed.
(ii) Accounts for payment were agreed.
Matters for report
The Chair put on record his thanks to Ian and Julie Farmer for getting
the Christmas tree, and also the cherry tree which had been planted in the
school in memory of Councillor Albon. He thanked everyone who came to
the planting of the tree in the school grounds. He also thanked Councillors
Marshall and Parkin for obtaining and putting up the Christmas lights in
the village.
Date and time of next meeting
The next meeting will be held virtually on Thursday 4th February 2021, at
8.00 pm.

Veronica Moore

(These are notes from the draft minutes of the meeting. Full minutes will be
placed on the parish website after the next meeting.)
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Tired of feeling blocked, emotionally or physically?

Are you ready to make changes?

Maybe you're Stressed, Worried, or have Problems Sleeping? Do
you need to improve your Circulation, General Wellbeing? or ...

'Fantastic firm confident pressure, energising & relaxing at the same time.' Julia
'This is my first ever reflexology session. It was the most deep and mindful experience I've
had for years. Emma has the most reassuring & therapeutic manner.' Tony
By massaging specific areas on the feet and hands, this non-invasive complementary
therapy can relieve stress and tension, aid sleep, uplift moods, promote good
circulation, improve and unblock nerve impulses, enhance general well-being and
encourage restoration of your body's natural balance: helping us to feel 'well'. And,
most importantly, Reflexology gives us time and space to be heard

When the body is in harmony, it is best placed to do its own
healing, restoration, repair and rejueventaion
I work from The Healthy Living & Activity Centre in Hemyock
Additional clinics in Honiton & Dunkeswell
Home Visits also available - travel costs may apply
For more information, or to book an appointment, contact:

Emma Finch IIR MAR
m: 07957 161748 / 01404 891351
e: info@meaningfulsoles.com
www.meaningfulsoles.com
fb: facebook/meaningfulsoles
your health, your life, your choice
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Wild Buckland
As this is article is written NASA have calculated 2020 to be the joint
warmest year on record with 2016, our own Met Office has 2016 slightly
ahead, but whether 2020 is first or second is rather academic, it was very hot
and contributed to the last decade being the hottest since records began in
the 1800s.
Against this background of irrefutable climate change a number of residents
in Buckland St Mary have come together to discuss how we may be able to
help combat the joint issues of climate change and biodiversity loss in our
own small way. Over the last three months we have held a series of online
meetings, given presentations and discussed ideas with our Parish Council.
This all culminated in a plan to form a group of residents with an interest
in environmental issues and a willingness to do something practical and
proactive within our community. We felt that a good place to start was to
raise awareness of the issues more widely and came up with a number of
ideas to help, including refurbishing the disused and decaying telephone
box in the village to transform it into an info / eco-hub with ideas on what
individuals can do in their own lives to help tackle climate change and loss
of habitats and species. Other ideas included a village nature trail and leaflet,
guiding people around our parish and highlighting some of the wildlife that
lives here, family friendly events involving the school and running some
small pilot projects to enhance selected verges with wildflowers involving
volunteers in practical conservation tasks.
All these ideas were written into a comprehensive funding proposal to the
Somerset County Council Climate Emergency Community Fund, set up by
the council specifically to help parishes carry out these kinds of activities.
Unfortunately our Parish Council decided not to support this funding bid,
preventing us from submitting it and the opportunity has now passed.
Back in 2016 the BSM Parish Council conducted a survey of residents and
used the results to create a Parish Plan, a really helpful and informative piece
of work. In this plan it was reported that 70% of residents in the parish
wanted to see projects to improve habitats and biodiversity delivered locally
and 24% would be interested in helping to do this. Alongside this local
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support, tackling climate and ecological issues is a high priority for national
government and our County and District Councils.
Of course, we can still develop a community group and try and take forward
some of the ideas. If you would like to be part of the group, or find out
more, please email jolyonchesworth@hotmail.com. We are still in the early
stages but genuinely feel there are some great projects that we could work on
together that would benefit both people and wildlife.

Jo & Jolyon Chesworth

https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/news/2021/1/get-sussed-january-2021-issue/
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The Blackdown Support Group aims to relieve sickness, loneliness and isolation by
connecting local people in need with local volunteers who can offer them practical support.
Those who are suffering from physical or mental ill health, who have disabilities or learning
difficulties, or who are experiencing bereavement or the effects of old age can find
themselves cut off in rural areas like ours, without access to transport, support services and
social opportunities.
The BSG has over 300 people registered with us for support. We can help anyone who is a
patient of the Blackdown Practice. The services our volunteers provide include:‐








Driving – to medical appointments, social and well‐being events, generally enabling
greater independence
Befriending ‐ visiting those who may be unable to leave their own home or have
limited social contact with other people, relieving feelings of loneliness and isolation
Social events ‐ lunch clubs, coffee mornings, carers groups, providing opportunities
to meet friends and enjoy a home cooked nutritious meal
Mentoring ‐ trained volunteers provide a structured support programme for those
who are struggling to re‐integrate back into the community, perhaps after
bereavement, an accident or long period of ill health
Advocacy – providing support with filling in forms and paperwork to ensure people
have access to the services or financial support they need
We also offer footcare services, short‐term wheelchair loans and a disabled access
vehicle for hire.

If you’d like to find out more please get in touch, whether you would like to help as a
volunteer or you may know someone who needs help, who is alone, feeling isolated or
struggling to care for a loved one. Either way we’d love to hear from you.
Contact Elizabeth McNabb
01823 681 036
d‐ccg.bsgadmin@nhs.net
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Yarty Gardening Club
February can be a difficult month for the gardener as the weather
can be quite unpredictable from one year to the next. In 2018,
the ‘Beast from the East’ brought severe winter weather during
the last week of February, in what was the coldest period for a
number of years. However, in 2019, February was the hottest
on record for the UK, with daily maximum temperatures the highest since
records began in 1910. February 2020 was the wettest February on record;
so, what will this year bring?
As I write this, the garden is emerging from a sustained period of cold
weather, with hard frosts in the morning which lingered throughout the day
in some frost pockets.
Gardeners’ spend lots of time and energy during autumn months preparing
their plot against the ravages of winter weather, but as I wandered around,
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taking pictures of the familiar trees and borders made beautiful by the
coating of hoar frost, it started me thinking about the benefits of winter
weather to our gardens.
Snow and hard frost are naturally characteristic of the winter months.
Typically, in the UK, there may be between seven and 10 nights per winter
month where the temperatures are below freezing. Frost can actually benefit
some plants.
Parsnips should never be dug before a decent frost, because the cold turns the
starch in them into sugar. And the sugar makes them much more delicious.
This is one reason why parsnips used to be fed to working horses in winter.
Turnips and swedes are two more root vegetables that are best left in the
ground until they have been exposed to frost – after which they will taste
even better in your warming winter stews.
Most winter brassicas such as, Kale and Cabbage, are not afraid of the cold;
although extremely hard weather will do some mechanical damage to their
outer leaves. Brussels Sprouts will taste sweeter after exposed to some frost.
Leeks can look very sorry for themselves on a cold morning, but they are
pretty tough. Just wait for the frost to melt before harvesting them.
Frosts can also disrupt pest and disease cycles and improve soil structure –
when moisture within soil freezes, it expands, and splits open soil particles.
This makes the soil easier to work in the spring.
Deciduous fruit trees benefit from winter chilling. If an apple tree doesn’t
get enough ‘chill hours’ (between 0 and 6C) the flower buds may not open
at all or they may open late in the spring. Blossoms may also bloom at
irregular intervals and, although this might seem beneficial, the longer the
bloom time, the increased likelihood that the tree will be exposed to disease.
A very mild winter will therefore affect fruit production. Blackcurrants,
blueberries, plums and cherries also need this period of chilling before they
start to grow in spring. A cold winter ensures that buds burst rapidly in the
spring and flower together, when pollinators are abundant.
Snow helps preserve moisture in the soil during winter and provides water
to the soil as it melts in the spring. Because of the ‘fluffy’ structure of
snowflakes a lot of air is trapped, and this acts as a very effective insulator.
This insulation effect also helps protect perennials, bulbs, ground covers,
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Bishopswood Maintenance
Property and Garden Services

BEFORE
Mark
C Kemp

AFTER

Hard Landscaping

Transforming Your Outdoor Living
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
WE ONLY HAVE ONE REPUTATION!
The Firs - Bishopswood – Chard – Somerset – TA20 3RU

Tel: 01460 234076
E: mark@avtgroup.biz
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A S Plumbing & Heating
Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel
Oil Boiler Servicing
Oil Tank Replacement
Full Central Heating Systems
Bathrooms
Telephone – 01823 681402
Mobile – 07812 218233
Log Burner Installations
Wet/Dry Systems
Log Burners Supplied
Chimneys Lined
Rigid Flue Systems
Servicing and Maintenance
Electric AGA Conversions
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and strawberry plantings from alternating freezing and thawing cycles.
If the snow keeps the soil from freezing, roots will continue to grow and
earthworms and bacteria in the soil continue to turn garden debris into
beneficial compost. If we do get snow this year remember to:
•

Shake excess snow from the branches of small trees, shrubs and hedges,
to prevent them from becoming disfigured by the weight.

•

Use string to support conifer branches and stop them being pulled out
of shape. Branches that move away from the main plant won’t spring
back into place when the snow melts.

•

Remove heavy deposits of snow from the roofs of greenhouses to prevent
the structures from bending under the weight and to allow maximum
light to the plants growing inside.

•

Try to avoid walking on snow-covered grass as it will damage the turf
beneath and leave marks on the lawn.

•

Don’t forget to put out fresh water for birds each day during frosty
weather.

There are still a few jobs that you can be getting on with if the weather is
not so cold:
•

Pot up some lily bulbs for early flowers indoors.

•

Clean out bird boxes ready for the season ahead. Do this in the middle
of the day so that birds, like wrens, can use the boxes for overnight
roosting.

•

Prune overwintering pelargoniums to stop them becoming leggy. Make
cuttings from suitable prunings.

•

Check plants in the greenhouse for early greenfly & wipe off with damp
tissue or fingers.

•

Make new sowings of broad beans if not done last month and sow some
winter salad leaves (mizuna, winter lettuce, rocket) and carrots in tubs.

•

Prune winter flowering deciduous shrubs like viburnum, mahonia &
jasmine as flowers go over.
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•

Cut back any remaining dead stems on perennials. Cut off any tatty
leaves left on evergreen perennials before the new season’s growth starts.
Tread carefully if the borders are full of emerging spring bulbs. The
tidy up will attract birds who will eat pest larvae & slug eggs that have
overwintered in the soil.

Late winter is a good time to prune most roses. Cut back all stems of shrub
roses by a third. Established shrub roses will fare best if a few of the oldest
stems are thinned out to improve light & airflow. Snip off any old leaves and
pick up any fallen ones to reduce risk of blackspot.
Check for slugs and snails - under stones, pots, sheet mulches on empty beds
or any piles of debris in the garden. Remove the adults and dispose of any
eggs on the bird table.
If you are a club member, don’t forget to take advantage of the golden
club voucher to get composts and mulches at a discounted rate with free
delivery from Brimsmore in February. We are always happy to welcome new
members; see our website yartygardeningclub.co.uk for details.

Pauline Bartlett
DATE

OTTERFORD DIARY - EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 2021

9 Feb

Otterford Parish Council Meeting — This meeting will be held
on the ZOOM platform. Please contact the Parish Clerk if you
wish to join us.
Otterford Parish Council Meeting — This meeting will be held
on the ZOOM platform. Please contact the Parish Clerk if you
wish to join us.
Bishopswood Big Breakfast – Cancelled

9 Mar

20
Mar
26
Mar
27
Mar

Spring Bingo – Cancelled
Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twentieth – It seems likely this
will be organised in the same way as the last two. Watch this
space next month for details.
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We work with our clients to
understand their needs, support
them effectively and deliver the
best possible legal advice.

We’re all about listening,
understanding and
advising

Whether it’s commercial or
personal matters you need help
and advice with, the only thing
that really matters is you.
Call one of our nearby offices
and let’s have a proper chat.
WELLINGTON
T: 01823 666622
TAUNTON
T: 01823 625800

www.porterdodson.co.uk
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17 Jul

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-first – meet at the
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie
alternative) and a hot drink.
13
Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-second – meet at the
Nov
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie
alternative) and a hot drink.
17 Dec Christmas Turkey Bingo. Our ever-popular Christmas
event – with a fresh turkey for each full house winner.
PAY BAR Venue: Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Doors
open 7.00pm; eyes down 8.00pm
Parish Council meetings are held on the second Tuesday of every month
normally in The Wright Room at the Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Access
via the rear (kitchen) door. Everyone welcome: please contact the Parish
Clerk (01460 234639) if disabled access required. Community Time is at
7.30pm: meetings start by 7.50pm at the latest. PLEASE NOTE THESE
ARE CURRENTLY BEING HELD ON LINE USING THE ZOOM
APP
We have now added most of our 2021 social activities and events. If
organising events/activities yourself – please try to avoid clashing with
our dates. Any offers of assistance, with preparation or during an
activity, would be most welcome. Please email Mike Canham – mike.
otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk

Otterford Church 100 Club
With the onset of another lockdown the Church treasurer has had to think
about the renewal of subscriptions to the 100 Club, which is now due to
start a new year from February 2021.
We have four volunteers who help to gather in the £12 subscriptions from
100 loyal supporters. This is not possible at the moment, so, it has been
decided that we will suspend membership for at least 3 months. Therefore,
hopefully, the new year will run from May 2021- April 2022, and we will
be looking to request the new subscriptions in April.
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Your Post Office Outreach
Keeping services and communities alive

BUCKLAND ST MARY OUTREACH

THE POST OFFICE IN THE CHURCH
Every Wednesday 1.30m t o 3 . 3 0 p m
Make t h e m o s t o f t h i s i m p o r t a n t local f a c i l i t y

J o i n y o u r neighbours t h e r e
f o r tea, cake and a chat

Churchinford & D i s t r i c t C o m m u n i t y Shop & Post Office
For i n f o r m a t i o n contact Ruth 01823 601026
shopmanager@churchinfordshop.co.uk
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The 100 Club is one of the fund raising efforts of St Leonard’s church, and if
anyone would like further details of how this works, and would like to help
by taking out a subscription please ring 01823 601577

John Gale

Church Treasurer

Otterford Snippets
Otterford Community Defibrillators
Located at The Candlelight Inn and at the Parish Hall, both in Bishopswood,
and at The Holman Clavel Inn at Culmhead. In the event of an emergency
you must telephone 999 first, to request assistance from the Ambulance
Service. Then either go to collect the nearest defibrillator from the box (the
code is C123X), or ‘phone PETS – see below – to ask someone to do it for
you.
Otterford ‘Parish Emergency Telephone System’ (PETS)
This is a community run system available to residents of Otterford parish
only, which, in an emergency (whether a cardiac arrest or other), enables a
number of local residents to be contacted to ask for assistance - in particular
collection of a defibrillator - pending the arrival of the emergency services.
If you live in Otterford parish and need this assistance, the number to dial
is 01460 455155.
Otterford Certificated First Aiders
Tanya Hetherington 01460 234706
Penny Hart 01460 234639
John Matthews 01460 234062
(The above have First Aid Kits)
Philip & Nicky Needham 01460 234101 Edwina Wakely 01460 234477
Kathy Shovelton 01460 234958
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Books About Otterford
History of Otterford (£10). The history of the Parish up to 1900
View from the Milking Stool (£8). An autobiography by Frederica Tyrrell,
detailing life in Otterford and the Blackdown Hills 60+ years ago
Otterford Remembered (£5). Detailing the lives of Otterford men who fought
and died, or came home, in World War 1.
All books are available from Otterford Parish Council - Contact Penny Hart
on 01460 234639.
Otterford Events Cancelled
Please note – both the Bishopswood Big Breakfast (20 March) and the
Spring Bingo (26 March) have been cancelled.
Climate & The Environment Project
We still have plenty of free compost bins for Otterford parishioners.
We are also looking for a compost champion. Unpaid (of course!), but
nothing too onerous - principally sharing knowledge about composting, and
occasional contact with Somerset Waste Partnership. You don’t need to live
in Otterford to do this.
Please let us know if you live in Otterford Parish and would like a free bee
hotel.
We now have six confirmed volunteers for a possible future Otterford/
Bishopswood Repair Café but are still looking for a few more (particularly
an IT repairer), and also need a volunteer co-ordinator. You don’t need to
live in Otterford to volunteer! Can you help?
Please contact Penny Hart (Parish Clerk) for any of the above, and/or if you
would like a copy of our Climate & The Environment Action Plan.
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THE YORK INN
Honiton Road, Churchinford. TA3 7RF
01823 601 333

NOW AVAILABLE: UPSTAIRS FUNCTION ROOM WITH
WIFI, PROJECTOR & SCREEN
IDEAL FOR MEETINGS, PRIVATE PARTIES
Country Pub offering a warm welcome
Log Fire. Large selection of Ales including local brews,
Games Room, Large screen TV. Monthly Meat Draw. Lots
of Special Events. Good wholesome food using local
ingredients lunchtime & evenings. Specials board &
Homemade Pie Board. Takeaway. Sunday Roasts.
Saturday Breakfast. Parties catered for. P a t i o A r e a .
Dogs Welcome

Email:theyorkinn@yahoo.com
www.yorkinn.co.uk
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OTTERFORD PARISH COUNCIL

CLIMATE & THE ENVIRONMENT PROJECT
Free Compost Bins for Otterford Parishioners

We have purchased 56 x 330-litre compost bins from Somerset Waste
Partnership. These are being offered free to Otterford residents.

Free Bee Hotels for Otterford Parishioners

Pollination – of vegetables and fruit, as well as many other plants - is one of the
most crucial parts of our ecosystem. Many insects, including butterflies and
flower beetles, pollinate plants but bees do the most - and they are under
threat from habitat loss and fragmentation resulting from more intensive
agriculture, extensive use of pesticides and fertilisers, urban development and
climate change.
We’d like to do our little bit to help and have bought materials for some
volunteers to make some bee-hotels.
If you live in Otterford Parish, and would like either or both, please email Penny
Hart (Parish Clerk) on penny.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk or ‘phone
01460 234639
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Otterford Parish Council
The Parish Council met in Otterford Parish Hall on Tuesday 12 January.
Attending were OPC Councillors Mike Canham (Chairman), Charlie
Field (Vice Chairman), Lucy Montgomery, John Marsden, SCC Cllr John
Thorne, SWATDC Cllr Ross Henley, one parishioner and the Clerk.
Cllr Thorne submitted a written report which was noted. Of possible interest
to readers:
•

Many SCC staff have been seconded to help with the vaccination
programme. This may delay other work, so please be patient if you
contact them. This has delayed consideration of the Climate Emergency
Fund applications, including Otterford’s.

•

The COVID-19 infection rate has accelerated markedly in the Taunton
area, and has tripled since before Christmas [I am writing this on 14
January]

•

Rural broadband – CDS have appointed 3 contractors to deliver
superfast broadband in rural areas; Airband is the provider for our area.
Apparently the end date for installation is end 2024 !!

•

A 358/M5 Junction – works are continuing and you will find access is
different! See info elsewhere in this edition.

Cllr Henley discussed support grants for local businesses and a recent
document identifying possible development sites for inclusion in the local
development plan – the listed sites are suggestions from landowners in
multiple sites across the district. A small field in Bishopswood has been
listed. SWATDC will be undertaking assessments of the sites in due course
but Cllr Henley believes Bishopswood is unlikely to be included for further
housing development. OPC would be consulted on any changes to the plan.
OPC had circulated details of the Bishopswood site to nearby households
for their information.
Planning Matters
There were no planning matters to discuss this month.
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Looking for a keep-fit class …?
Come along, socialise, meet new friends
and have fun getting fit!
WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

9.30-10.30am

6 - 7pm

9.30-10.30am

The Village Hall

West Monkton Village Hall

Trident Hall

Bishopswood

Monkton Heathfield

Galmington

Nr Chard, TA20 3RS

Taunton, TA2 8NE

Taunton, TA1 5NN

Wear loose comfortable clothes & trainers or non-slip shoes
Bring a mat or towel and a drink,15 minutes registration, followed by
45 minutes of aerobic based exercises for all levels of fitness.

£6 per class
Term Time Only
No membership fees.
RSA/OCR Qualified Instructor

HEATHER SPARKS
TEL/TEXT: 07561 498365
EMAIL:
fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk
www.fitness4fun.wix.com/heather

Looking for a keep-fit class …?
Come along, socialise, meet new friends
and have fun getting fit!
WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

9.30-10.30am

6 - 7pm

9.30-10.30am

The Village Hall

West Monkton Village Hall

Trident Hall

Bishopswood

Monkton Heathfield

Galmington

Nr Chard, TA20 3RS

Taunton, TA2 8NE

Taunton, TA1 5NN

Wear loose comfortable clothes & trainers or non-slip shoes
Bring a mat or towel and a drink,15 minutes registration, followed by
45 minutes of aerobic based exercises for all levels of fitness.

£6 per class
Term Time Only
No membership fees.
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HEATHER SPARKS
TEL/TEXT: 07561 498365
EMAIL:
fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk
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Climate & The Environment Project: Update on Project Action Plan.
Thirty-three residents have received a compost bin so far. (If any Otterford
parishioners still want one, please contact the Clerk!)
There had been 6 volunteers offering lots of different skills to help with
a Repair Café in Otterford but we are still short of an IT expert. Please
contact the Clerk if you can help.
Work on making bee hotels will start soon.
There was a difficulty with the project for installing public vehicle charging
points in Bishopswood as the power requirements (for 22kw chargers) were
too costly. The Council would not therefore pursue this at present.
Date & Time of next meeting:
Tuesday 8 February 2021, at 7.30pm using the Zoom online conferencing
facility.
NB: This is not a comprehensive note of the meeting but a summary of
discussions and matters thought to be of interest to readers. A full copy
of the minutes will be on the website (otterfordparishcouncil.org) after the
February meeting.

Penny Hart

Pavilion Bonus Ball
Winners of the Cricket Pavilion bonus ball in December
5
18
12
59
19
23
Derek Tucker
26
6
Sue Pitman
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Be a part of
Census 2021
Census day is 21 March 2021.
By taking part and encouraging others to do the
same, you’ll help make sure your community gets
the services it needs.

Find out more at www.census.gov.uk
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.
For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

Follow @Census2021
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A4GIP1

www.census.gov.uk

OTTERFORD PARISH COUNCIL

CLIMATE & THE ENVIRONMENT PROJECT

HELP TO ESTABLISH AN
OTTERFORD/BISHOPSWOOD REPAIR CAFÉ

We would like to facilitate the establishment of an Otterford/
Bishopswood Repair Café – initially operating remotely, but
hopefully in the Parish Hall in more normal times!
Do you have some time to help occasionally?
Do you have a skill (inc. electrics, IT, cycle repairs, sewing …)
Will you help repair things, rather than see them thrown away?
WE PARTICULARLY NEED AT I.T. REPAIRER

We are also looking for a (Volunteer) co-ordinator
Please let Penny Hart (our Parish Clerk) know if you can assist –
and what skills you can offer.

Penny.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
01460 234639
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SOLAR PANELS & HEAT PUMPS

Your local,
established,
renewable
energy installer
www.lightworkenergy.co.uk
patrick@lightworkenergy.co.uk
01460 234930 07909 111629
Elm End, Hare Lane, Buckland St. Mary, TA20 3JS

ACCOMMODATION
REQUIRED
Local man seeks property
for long term rent in the
area; annexe, flat or house.
I don’t smoke and have no
pets or kids. I’m a gardener/
handyman so also need a
garage or shed for tools,
equipment and a motorbike.
Anything considered!
Martin Hill
07410 957900
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Churchinford Weather

63

20th OTTERFORD
PARISH LITTER PICK
(PICKING - THE NEW NORM WAY)

SATURDAY 27th MARCH 2021
Final confirmation and details will be worked up early March –
when we can assess the then current government restrictions and
guidelines - but (as for the last two Picks) prior registration is
required, there will be no use of the hall, car sharing and picking
should only be with household members, and litter picking kits will
be delivered to you a day or two before the Pick.

JOIN US TO ADD TO 820 SACKS ALREADY COLLECTED: AND
8,021 DRINKS CANS, 6,324 PLASTIC & 1,262 GLASS BOTTLES
/JARS, AND ASSORTED METAL ALREADY RECYCLED
We’ll email final details, a week or so before the Pick, to everyone
who has picked with us before: if you haven’t picked before, but
would like to do so this time, please notify Penny Hart in advance –
01460 234639, or penny.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
NUMBERS ARE LIMITED – PLEASE BOOK EARLY
PLEASE DO NOT JUST TURN UP ON THE DAY
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Tip 4: Register
Register your birds online and get
alerts on any outbreaks of bird flu

www.gov.uk/guidance/poultry-registration
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Churchstanton Parish Council
Virtual Meetings – Due to the most recent and current lockdown restrictions
the Parish Council have returned to meeting virtually using the platform
Zoom until further notice. Any members of the public wishing to raise an
item in public participation time can contact the clerk on 01823 299788
or email clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk before 7.15pm on the day of our
meeting and you will receive an invite to join us.
Everyone is welcome.
Finance – Balance of Accounts as at 31st December, 2020 - £20683.66
The 2021-2022 budget and parish precept were discussed and approved by
the Parish Council at their meeting on Wednesday 13th January, 2021.
Parish Council Projects / Plans for the next financial year include:
•

Development of the quarry into a recreational asset for the community.

•

Post-Covid Parish Event.

•

Community Grants to support those in the parish experiencing hardship
(further information to follow).

•

Defibrillator training for the parish.

•

Ongoing weekly dog bin collection.

The Quarry – we are delighted that the Outdoor Space Management Group
(OSMG) have agreed to manage this exciting project on behalf of the parish
council. The initial priority is to create access to the site as well as potential
parking. As soon as the current restrictions allow the OSMG would like to
hold a parish meeting in the village hall in order to gather ideas and get the
community involved in the development of this site as a recreational asset
for all.
Salt/Grit Bins - the Salt/Grit bins have at last been filled by Somerset County
Council Highways. Thank you to our County Councillor John Thorne for
stepping in and arranging this on behalf of the parish council.
Neighbourhood Plan – If you might be interested in joining a small steering
group to discuss the development of a Neighbourhood Plan, please contact
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Guitar Lessons
Electric, Acoustic, Bass, Classical and Ukulele lessons available
Lessons from a London College of Music Guitar Examiner, professional guitarist and
contributor to Guitar Techniques Magazine
Taught from dedicated space in Buckland St. Mary
harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com
01460 234829. 07928 590269
www.harrisonmarsh.co.uk
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the Parish Clerk. If you don’t know what a Neighbourhood Plan is and you
would like more information, the parish clerk will put you in touch with one
of our parish councillors who will be pleased to explain.
Highways & Outdoor Space –
Dog Fouling – The Parish Council together with our District Councillor
Ross Henley, have requested support from the District Council in order
to deal with the ongoing problem with dog fouling and will be seeking a
‘Public Spaces Protection Order’ on the whole of Churchinford.
Footpaths – Our two Public Paths Liason Officers (PPLO’s), Peter Allfrey
and Sarah Henderson, have been busy walking the footpaths around our
parish over recent months and reporting any issues with the paths, stiles,
signage etc to the SCC Rights of Way team for their attention.
The parish council would like to thank Peter and Sarah for their time and
help doing this in order to ensure that we can all continue to enjoy walking
the footpaths in our parish.
And finally Thank you for all your kind words of appreciation for the Parish Christmas
tree and Christmas card, your feedback is always welcomed and valued by
the Parish Council.
Full details of our Parish Council meetings can be found in the minutes
displayed on the Parish notice boards in Churchinford and Stapley as well
as on the Parish website www.churchinfordpc.co.uk. If you would like to
speak to one of our Parish Councillors, please contact the Parish Clerk who
will arrange this for you.
If you would like to contact the Parish Clerk regarding any of the above you
can do so by email to clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk or alternatively you can
call 01823 299788.

Julie Wardle
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Yarcombe & District YFC
Our new YFC year commenced in September 2020, very
differently to what we had all envisaged and hoped for.
This new year however welcomed a few of our existing
members into new roles; Natalie Sampson our new Club
Secretary, Ella Wittridge our Social Representative,
Jack Retter our Treasurer and with Dan Olive our Club
Chairman agreeing to stay on another year in his role. A huge thank you to
the above members for their support, time, and dedication with their roles.
It is also important that we extend our huge gratitude to our members,
club leaders and advisory for their continuous support to the club during
what has been and what will continue to be an unusual and uncertain
challenging time.
Due to Coronavirus, the start of our YFC year has unfortunately seen most
of our planned events postponed and sadly continues to be the case for the
start of 2021 with recent Government announcements. The last quarter of
2020 would have played host to many of our seasonal social events such as
our annual Halloween disco, to our festive events such as Christmas discos
& balls, a club Christmas meal and also our charity fundraisers such as
Christmas bingo and carol singing.
However, on a positive, our members are now quite the Pros with online
technology and Zoom (even with being faced with classic countryside
internet connection!) and therefore we continue to stay in contact with
one another by hosting regular activities and challenges remotely to keep
the YFC enthusiasm and club spirit alive. In the November lockdown we
filled most of our Saturday nights from the comfort of our own sofas, these
included: We have had an indoor online scavenger hunts where members
are given a series of riddles to solve and the challenge of finding the said
object in their homes. We have also had a club bingo on Zoom where nine
families all joined in, thank you to Roy Sampson for doing the calling.
Also, in November Cathy Derryman kindly organised a quiz night, which
eight families joined in. This was a bit different to our normal annual wine
& wisdoms, no mess to clear up apart from your own food & alcoholic
beverages! It really is fantastic to see as many members and their families
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taking part in these. Members have also participated in various competitions
through social media and Devon/County YFC, such as photo entries for the
best Christmas cake decoration and decorated Christmas tree to name an
example.
Our club also held a Christmas Charity Raffle, with an impressive amount of
£910 worth of tickets being sold to the local community. Thank you so very
much to those who supported our raffle and to those who kindly donated
raffle prizes and of course to both Dan and Jack who arranged for the prizes
to be delivered to the winners, socially distanced of course! The proceeds
from this fundraiser will be split equally between our chosen charities which
are The Farming Community Network and Mardon House (Neurological
Rehabilitation) based in Exeter. Other festive activities to report included
Sarah Broom Floral Design kindly hosting a socially distanced wreath
making workshop for a small group of our members. Thank you to Sarah for
her time, our members thoroughly enjoyed the workshop and made some
wonderful wreaths.
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Jon Dagger

Cooker / Kitchen
Appliance Engineer
Based in Hemyock
Over 35 years experience with
many manufacturers
inc. Rangemaster, Hotpoint,
Cannon and most others

Repairs to range-type or
built-in or freestanding cookers,
washing machines, dishwashers

07725 852322
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Many of our members are still continuing to work from home and our
farming members and members who work within the NHS have never
stopped working. May we take this opportunity to say a HUGE thank
you to the NHS and key workers for seeing us all through this pandemic;
treating patients and feeding the nation amid the coronavirus crisis.
As always, we encourage all members to stay involved and connected with
Young Farmers, now more than ever. We will be continuing to host a variety
of activities throughout the coming weeks and will very much keep the
members busy! If anyone would like to get involved in Young Farmers, we
would love you to join in our activities and encourage you to contact our
Chairman or Secretary for more information. We will keep you updated
with any dates of events or fundraisers in the near future. In the meantime,
we send our best wishes to you all and we hope you stay safe and well!
If anyone has any further questions please contact our Chairman Dan Olive
on 07811744714, or our Secretary Natalie Sampson on 07775591324

Katie Trevelyan

Press Secretary

Our thatching life …
… featuring Ferrari the Thatcher and Daisy his apprentice...
Well in common with many, we have crept quietly out of last year into this.
We are thankful to have work we can carry on with, and besides that, every
year we both try and build on the last: The yard has young Peter Meyrick’s
fine gates in place and I’ve almost finished the stone wall next to it. I trialled
what can only be described as an agricultural net curtain across one of the
bays which lets light in but keeps rain out; much better for the reed and for
us working under cover on rainy days. The bats seem to like it too, as moths
land on it providing an all-you-can-eat buffet for them, as evidenced by a
pile of moth wings in the end of the barn.
My tractor has recently been covered by Tawny owl droppings and pellets,
although Daisy was none too pleased when she found me dissecting a pellet
in her kitchen. The little black rescue kitten is on its way to being a good
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IYENGAR ® YOGA
Classes at Otterford Parish Hall
with

Tanya Devonshire-Jones
Certified teacher of IYENGAR® yoga

Suitable for young or old, stiff or flexible, fit or not!

Mondays:
Tuesdays:
Fridays:

9.30 - 11.00am

Intermediate class

5.00 - 6.00pm

Beginners class

10.00 - 11.30am

General class

£10
£8
£10

Please bring a folded blanket and a yoga mat if you have one. Some mats available.
All other equipment provided. No need to book, just drop-in and pay per session.

Please phone or email me if you have any queries.

07903 079939 tanya.yogateacher@gmail.com
TM

® used with permission of BKS IYENGAR, Trade Mark Owner.

76

mouser and fine company, following me about the yard and trying to steal
into my van anytime I open the door. We’ve got our own pork and now our
own beef to eat, which is just as well as since before Christmas, shopping
trips have either been done early, late or on the off-chance when we spot an
empty carpark next to the shop. We’ve a carpet of squashes in my cellar at
home thanks to my Dad’s loan of half his veg patch this year. It’ll keep us
in soups and risottos for weeks to come, which we might need if it comes in
cold again.
The biggest challenges to us at the moment are supply chains and demand.
Our suppliers have warned of higher costs of imported water reed due to the
ports getting used to the new routines, and on top of that last year’s wheat
reed harvest in the UK was much reduced, with all stocks spoken for already
and prices having shot up by 13%. Once again we are in the position of
hoping for a ‘normal’ year for the new wheat reed harvest.
We’ve been lucky to be re-thatching a roof close to home this winter, but it’s
a big one and I expect our customers feel like we’ve been there for a decade
already, with the next customers in line feeling like they’ve been abandoned
in the last decade. People often ask if we work in the winter, and the answer
is always ‘Yes!’, but lack of daylight, poor weather and Christmas all conspire
to make it feel like we’ve been there forever. We are on the home run now
tho’ with one wrap left to go before ridging, cutting out the eaves all nice
and tidy, and an almighty great tidy up.
There’s no doubt these times are harder on our children with their lives on
pause, and hardest on our elders while they wait for their vaccinations and
for some semblance of normal family life to return. And so we wait; for
vaccines, hugs, harvests. And hope. Daisy is better at hoping than me as a
rule; she carries it with her, an air of ‘everything will be alright in the end’.
I can feel it coming up the ladder before she does, and so our day begins.
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Beware of phishing scams
Phishing is when a scammer emails you to get personal details such as
passwords. Your details can then be sold to other fraudsters and used to
commit crimes like identity theft and bank fraud.
This kind of scam is not limited to email. Requests like this can also come
via phone call (vishing), text message (smishing) and letter. The contact may
disguise themselves as a reputable organisation.
To protect yourself:
•

Remember, genuine organisations will never contact you by email or
text asking you to click on a link and provide passwords or any other
sensitive information.

•

If you receive an email, phone call, text or letter out of the blue never
give your personal details. If you’re worried it might be genuine, find the
contact details for the organisation through a trusted source and get in
touch with them independently.

•

Look out for common signs of a scam message, such as bad grammar,
spelling errors, and strange web links and ‘from’ email addresses.

•

Be vigilant – as with all scams, phishing attempts can be hard to
spot. If you are at all in doubt, find the contact details for the genuine
organisation online or on a letter and call them to check.

If you are worried you have been scammed:
•

Get advice from Citizens Advice on 03454 040506

•

Report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040

This article has been written by Devon, Somerset and Torbay Trading
Standards Service https://www.devonsomersettradingstandards.gov.uk/
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BIRD TABLES &
GARDEN PLANTERS
Free local
delivery

Planters & Troughs
Bat Boxes
Bird Tables & Boxes
Hedgehog Houses
Log Stores
www.blackdownwoodcrafts.co.uk
01823 601116 / 07711 504791
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1895 - 2020

Taking care of your loved ones with the dignity and respect that they deserve

Hemyock Funeral Directors
Est 1895

4th Generation
Independent Family Business
A complete personal service to suit your wishes,
arrangements can be made in the comfort
of your own home.
Serving the Blackdown Hills and Culm Valley

07860 390002
24 hours a day

Culmstock Road,
Hemyock, EX15 3RJ

pringandson@aol.com

Proud provider of Golden Charter Plans

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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01884 32855

9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

NVQ Qualifkation
Housekeeping
Shopping
Personal \:arc at home
Meal Prep
Companionship
Dog Walking
Sillmg Service

50 Fore Street,
Cullompton, EX15 1LB

www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk
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RINGBOROUGH DESIGN AND PLANNING
Helping you build
your dream home

Guillaume Dijon
Ringborough House
Churchinford, Taunton TA3 7EB

Telephone: 01823 421 049
Mobile: 07892 406 096
Email: gdijon@consultant.com
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� Buckland St Mary

� Church of England Primary School & Nursery
"An Outstanding Pre-School" Ofsted 2015
We offer a caring, friendly, happy and stimulating environment with
highly trained staff who tailor a personalised education for every child
from 2.5 years old. Now situated in our beautiful new premises nestled
in the Blackdown Hills and with access to all school facilities and
resources.
Open Monday- Friday 9am - 2.55pm (Thursdays by arrangement)
Wrap around care offered from 8am-5:30pm daily
To arrange a visit or for a prospectus please visit
www.bucklandstmaryceprimaryschool.co.uk or call 01460 234251

Buckland St Mary Baby & Toddler Group
Toys and equipment suitable for newborns and upward
Ride-on toys, a slide, table top activities and refreshments
2nd and 4th Thursday mornings 9:00am -11:30am
at Otterford Parish Hall (Bishopswood)
For more details please ring Melanie Tuffill on:
01460 234325 or just pop in!
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Valid until 31.12.2021
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Maths Tuition
GCSE and A level Maths Tuition from Maths Post Graduate with Ten Years
Experience in One To One Tuition.
All Lessons Tailored to the Individual, taught in a dedicated teaching space in
Buckland St. Mary.
DBS Checked.
01460 234829 07928 590269
harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com
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Advertising in the CBO News - Scale of Charges

Size of advertisement in millimetres

Monthly

Annually

Pink Pages

B/W Colour (no commercial
advertisements)
(1/4 x A5 Size) 124w x 44h (Landscape) £7
£47
£80
N/A
(1/4 x A5 Size) 61w x 91h (Portrait)
£7
£47
£80
N/A
(1/2 x A5 Size) 124w x 91h (Landscape) £16
£78
£150 £2
(A5 Size) 124w x 185h (Portrait)
£23
£125 £280 £4
The CBO News accepts no liability for:
1. Any claims made by advertisers.
2. Any errors or omissions in the advertisement as submitted by the advertiser.
3. Any legal action as a result of the advertisement.
Acceptance of an advert into the Pink Pages is at the discretion of the CBO News
editorial team. We seek to uphold the purpose of the Pink Pages - namely to support
local charities, community groups and clubs, fund-raising activities, and non-commercial
activities, either taking place in the CBO parishes, or in the wider area where they may
be deemed to be of interest to our readers - by charging a nominal advertising fee that
is reflective of the non-commercial nature of the event taking place.

Copy deadlines for the March 2021 issue:
Adverts: noon, Sunday 7th February 2021
Editorial: noon, Sunday 14th February 2021
Editor: 			
Jon Mayled - 1 Stephens Cottages, Buckland St Mary, TA20 3SL		
			email: editors@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234181
Advertising Manager &
Treasurer:

Josh Strickland - Beech House, Bishopswood, TA20 3RS
e-mail: adverts@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234144

Pink Pages:

Dave Jefferies - email: pinkpages@cbonews.org.uk

Churchstanton - Pat Stenning - 1 Lambpark Court, Churchinford, TA3 7PL
Subscription Managers:
			Tel: 01823 602926
			
			

Buckland St Mary - Bill Butt - Old Post Office, Buckland St Mary, Chard,
TA20 3SJ Tel: 01460 234225

			
Otterford - Penny Gale - Lower Fyfett Barn, Otterford, Chard, TA20 3QP
			Tel: 01823 601577
Cover Photo:		
			

© Oliver Hellowell 2021
https://www.facebook.com/OliverHellowellPhotographer/

The CBO News team is nominated by the Parish Councils & Parochial Church Councils of
Churchstanton, Buckland St Mary & Otterford. The Editor’s decision to publish is final.
Opinions expressed are those of the contributors not the editorial team.
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The Blackdown Practice
Hemyock
Surgery & DIspensary
Churchinford			
Dunkeswell
Monday:
08.00 - 18.30*		
15.00 - 18.00			
08.30 - 12.30
								15.00 - 18.00
Tuesday:
08.00 - 18:30*		
08.30 - 12.30			
08.30 - 12.30
				15.00 - 18.00					
Wednesday: 08.00 - 18.30*		
08.30 - 12.30			
08.30 - 12.30
					 			15.00 - 18.00
Thursday:
08.00 - 18.30*		
08.30 - 12.30			
08.30 - 12.30
				15.00 - 18.00
Friday:
08.00 - 18.30*		
08.30 - 12.30			
08.30 - 12.30
Saturday:
08:00 - 11:00
				
* Hemyock dispensary is closed between 1.00 and 2.00.
Hemyock:				Appointments & enquiries		01823 680206
				Dispensary 			01823 680007
				Fax (Repeat prescriptions)		01823 680680
Churchinford:			
Appointments & enquiries		
01823 681700
Dunkeswell:			
Appointments & Dispensary		
01823 681720
Blackdown Support Group: 		
Elizabeth McNabb			
01823 681036
Church View Surgery
Monday: 				
8.00 - 6.30
Tuesday: 				
8.00 - 6.30
Wednesday:			
8.00 - 6.30
Thursday: 				
8.00 - 6.30
Friday: 				
8.00 - 6.30
				
				Appointments & enquiries		01460 55300
				Dispensary				01460 55511
Hospitals: Musgrove Park
Honiton & District
Yeovil & District

01823 333444
01404 540540
01935 475122

Chard & District		
St Margaret’s Hospice		

01460 238220
01823 259394

Police
Buckland St Mary
(Chard Rural West)
Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant:
Rob Jameson
Neighbourhood Beat Manager: 		
Alan Hollick
Police Community Support Officers:
Gareth Allington
				Julie Middleditch
Neighbourhood Watch:		

Neil Arnold - neil.j.arnold@gmx.co.uk

Churchstanton & Otterford
(East Taunton & Rural)
Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant:
Charmaine Dyne
Police Community Support Officers:
Tony Wearmouth 07889 655312
				Steve Chapman steve.chapman@avonand somerset.police.uk
Partnership Support Office:		
Emma Tyson
Non-urgent reporting: 101 - if something is URGENT (burglary / fight in progress etc.) ring 999
0800-55111 To report suspicious activity and intelligence matters anonymously through Crime stoppers
Email: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact-us/
Website: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk
Letters: Taunton Police Station, The Deane House, Belvedere Road, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1HE
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Useful Contact Details

Please contact us if you have any changes you would like us to make to this list.
Churchstanton: http://www.churchstantonpc.co.uk
Somerset West & Taunton District Councillor – Ross Henley			
01823 665988
			
		
Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Ian Firth
Cllr.I.Firth@churchstantonpc.co.uk
0781 3214535
Clerk to the Parish Council - Julie Wardle
clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk		
01823 299788
Village Hall bookings - Linda Knowles					
07956960661
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris 		
01823 421395
Churchstanton Primary School: Head Teacher - Claire Halstead
		
01823 601354
						
SCH.105@educ.somerset.gov.uk
Churchinford Community Shop						01823 601026
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper						01823 601347
Tower Captain - Ian Hooper						
01823 601347
Buckland St Mary: http://www.buckland-st-mary.org.uk
South Somerset District Councillors – Jenny Kenton 				
07921 574019
					
jenny.kenton@southsomerset.gov.uk
			
– Martin Wale
		
01460 65190
			
martin.wale@southsomerset.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Keith Every					
01460 234620
Clerk to the Parish Council - Veronica Moore		
vmmoore21@hotmail.co.uk
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board				
01460 234200
Neighbourhood Watch - Neil Arnold					
01460 234693
Buckland St Mary C.E. Primary School: CEO - Suzanne Flack			
01460 234251
Executive Head of School - Gareth Nation
http://www.bucklandstmaryceprimaryschool.sch.uk
Churchwarden - Jon Mayled						01460 234181
Tower Captain - Keith Every					
01460 234620
Otterford: http://otterfordparishcouncil.org
Somerset West & Taunton District Councillor – Ross Henley			
01823 665988
			
Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Mike Canham					
01460 234639
					
mike.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Clerk to the Parish Council - Penny Hart				
01460 234639
Village Hall bookings - Amanda Williams					
01460 234264
						 bookings@otterfordparishhall.co.uk
The Hub - Communications - Peter Naylor			
		
01823 601106
Churchwarden - David Ruthven						01823 601455
General:
Somerset County Councillor (Buckland St Mary) - Amanda Broom 		
01460 62102
Somerset County Councillor (Otterford & Churchstanton) - John Thorne		
01823 663146
						
JBThorne@somerset.gov.uk
Blackdown Community Bus		
blackdownbus@gmail.com		
07762 813967
Bishopswood Chapel
Chris Sussex							01460 234270
Blackdown Benefice
Rector - Revd Jim Fallon		

revfallon@btinternet.com		

01823 421757

Blackdown Hills AONB - Katherine Findlay 				
01823 680682
					
katherine.findlay@devon.gov.uk
TDBC Health Response Unit					01823 356337
Wessex Water						
0845 6004600
Bristol Water							0800 373501
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The Whyte House Dental Group,
89 Fore Street, Topsham, Exeter
Telephone: 01392 877494
www.thewhytehouse.com

A life-changing alternative to conventional full dentures

ATTENTION DENTURE WEARERS
ARE YOU HAVING ANY OF THESE ISSUES WITH YOUR DENTURES
Gum ulcers
Bone pain
Multiple clinical visits to adjust them
Dentures move
Worried about eating out

Have to use glue at every meal and hate the taste
Worried the glue is not healthy
Loss confidence and they look fake
Can’t see the teeth when you smile
Can’t eat apples, steak, tomatoes

FREE IMPLANT CONSULTATION
THE
SOLUTIONS

1. Fixed teeth in a day.
(Teeth screwed in)

2. Dentures stabilised by 2 implants.

Monthly Payments

Single implant from £66 per month.
T and Cs apply

Full assessment needed to establish if you are suitable for the treatment
Finance packages. (T&Cs; Apply)

“Delighted with my fixed bridge and after care at The Whyte
House. They feel like my own teeth.“
Geoff Topsham
“The difference it has made to me from eating out to my
smile, money well spent”
Maria Devon
“I have had a lot of problems with my teeth and Grant has
been the only dentist to give me hope for an acceptable
outcome. I really appreciate the rapport and honest
conversation we have had and continue to have.
Thank you Grant.”
D.T Devon

RESULT - EAT THE FOODS YOU LOVE
Fixed teeth in a day by an expert.
Dr Brookshaw first qualified in 1996 from the University of Dundee. Then in 1999 he gained his Masters degree in
Oral Surgery from the University of Sheffield and further extended his clinical qualification in 2001 by completing an
18 month Implant Training Programme.
In 2009, he attained the highest honours award in the implant masters program from University of California Los Angeles/Gide program.
Richard was also one of the first six in the UK to gain The Diploma in Implant Dentistry from the Royal College of Surgeons,
Edinburgh at its first sitting.
Dr Richard Brookshaw BDS BMedSci (oral surgery) Dip Imp Dent RCS Ed (practice limited to implant dentistry)
GDC number 72150
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■ Hold your special celebration or wedding in our
stunning clubhouse or join in our organised social
activities.

Taunton & Pickeridge Golf Club, Corfe, Taunton TA3 7BY
Telephone: 01823 421537
mail@tauntongolf.co.uk www.tauntongolf.co.uk

We look forward to welcoming you

And for the more active, our 2020 membership is now open with flexible categories from just £199. Outside or
inside, make this the year you try something or somewhere new. Follow us on
and
for our latest offers.

■ Lounge in our bar over coffee and cake, a refreshing
cold drink and our range of daytime homemade pub
classics and snacks.
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■ Book our airy, luxurious conference room from just
£25 for local businesses and community groups.

More than just a Golf Club

■ Enjoy a Sunday carvery with unrivalled countryside
views. Choose 1, 2 or 3 courses from £10.95.
Booking essential.
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