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Private Coach Hire
Hire one of our luxury coaches to take
your club or group on a day out or to a
VSRUWLQJȴ[WXUH:HRHUDLUFRQGLWLRQHG
FRDFKHVZLWKDWVHDW86%FKDUJLQJ2XU
professional drivers look forward to
WDNLQJ\RXWR\RXUGHVWLQDWLRQ

M.O.T. Service
%RRND&ODVV&ODVVRU&ODVV027
DWRXUSXUSRVHEXLOWZRUNVKRSV:HFDQ
DFFRPPRGDWHODUJHFDPSHUYDQVWRR
2XUH[SHULHQFHGPHFKDQLFVRHUWKHLU
wealth of knowledge to ensure your
YHKLFOHLVVDIH OHJDOWRGULYH

Day Trips from Hatch Green Coaches

COACHES

([SORUHWKHZHVWFRXQWU\RQRQHRIRXUGD\WULSV)URPFRDVWDOWRZQVWRKLVWRULFFLWLHV
ZHRHUDUDQJHRIGHVWLQDWLRQVIRU\RXWRHQMR\/RFDOSLFNXSSRLQWVPDNHLWHYHQ
HDVLHUIRU\RXWRHQMR\DGD\RXW9LHZRXUZHEVLWHIRUWKHODWHVWGHVWLQDWLRQVDQGGDWHV

PLEASE CONTACT US TO BOOK TODAY

www.hatchgreencoaches.co.uk
Call us today: 01823 480 338 | Email: info@hatchgreencoaches.co.uk
Hatch Green Coaches | Hatch Green Garage, Taunton, Somerset, TA3 6TN
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Editorial
Dear Readers,
Month eight of the online only CBO News and the last of 2020.
Surely, we must all be thankful that the year is nearly over. Life has been
very different, very hard and difficult for all of us. We can only hope that
2021 provides some respite for us and our families.
I think this is the first year that there is no mention of mince pies in the
December CBO News which shows how muich is different.
I heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old, familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet
The words repeat
Of peace on earth, good-will to men! - Longfellow
This Christmas, of course, we will not hear the bells, nor will they ring out
the old year and ring in the new.
However, we hope that you all have as good a Christmas as you possibly can
and can still welcome 2021 in a suitable way!
Until next year,

Jon, Josh & Dave

While the editor welcomes material for publication in the CBO News, it is not guaranteed that any item will be
included or will appear in a particular edition. The right to edit or shorten any items which are used is reserved.
Publication is in good faith and does not imply accuracy3of content or agreement with views expressed.

OTTERFORD HELPING HAND
RESTARTS
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement of a second national
‘lockdown’ we have restarted the Otterford Helping Hand Scheme.
There is (so far) no formal shielding scheme this time, but it seems likely that
some more vulnerable residents may/will not want to venture out to places
where there are other people. We will, therefore, try to meet any individual
requests for assistance – principally shopping (in local shops), picking up
prescriptions, posting mail and walking dogs. We also have a few books if you
are short of reading material and can offer a friendly telephone-chat.
At this stage Churchinford Shop has no plans for bulk orders/deliveries
(continuing with its normal service), and by the time you read this the
Blackdown Practice will have decided whether to reinstate delivery rounds.
We are ready to help with either if needed.
We will not offer to provide cash (against a cheque, BACS transfer or IOU) this
time – as none was needed in the March to June lockdown.

If you need help please contact Penny Hart, our Parish Clerk, on 01460 234639
or penny.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
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BUCKLAND ST MARY COVID-19 SUPPORT GROUP
PARISH COUNCIL

THE CHURCH

F.O.B.S.

December 1 2020
Now the government restrictions have placed us in
Tier 2 we need one another’s help even more
If you need help with shopping, collecting
medicine or just want advice or a chat
or to volunteer yourself
Contact Jon Mayled
01460 24181 / 07768328711
jonmayled@btinternet.com
to be put in touch with one of our volunteers.
Volunteers and those who can offer assistance can also join
the Buckland St Mary Nextdoor group on your phone.
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Blackdown Benefice
6th December
Second Sunday of
Advent (P)

0800
1030
1030

Corfe Holy Communion (BCP)
Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW)
Zoom service

13th December
Third Sunday of
Advent (P)

0915
1030
1030
1030
1030
1800

Corfe Holy Communion (BCP)
Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (CW)
Pitminster Holy Communion (CW)
Morning Prayer (CW)
Zoom service
Corfe Christmas Tree Lighting

20th December
Fourth Sunday of
Advent (P)

0830
1030
1030

Birchwood Holy Communion (BCP)
Pitminster Benefice Service (CW)
Zoom service

24th December
Christ mas Eve (W)

2330
2330

Churchstanton Midnight Mass
Pitminster Midnight Mass

25th December
Christ mas Day (W)

1030

Buckland St Mary Benefice Service (CW)

27th December
First Sunday of
Christ mas (W)
3rd January
Second Sunday of
Christ mas
Epiphany (W)

No services

1030

Corfe Benefice Service (CW)

Keep up-to-date about the regular Zoom services by visiting the Benefice
website: https://www.blackdownbenefice.org.uk or joining our Facebook
group. Please remember that you are required to wear a mask in Church.

Bishopswood Chapel
All Chapel Services and Bible Study meetings are cancelled until further
notice.
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Nick’s Thought
Who can cancel Christmas? Schoolchildren are taught that Cromwell
cancelled Christmas in the 17th century. Will it be Boris who cancels
Christmas this year? His name to be taken in infamy by children for years
to come? Cancelling Christmas feels like one of those things your Mum
would threaten but never do – ‘if you two don’t stop fighting, I’ll cancel
Christmas’. The ultimate threat. Images of Christmas trees in bins; presents
sent to ‘children who will be grateful for them’ and beans on toast for dinner
on 25th December.
Who can cancel Christmas? Religious leaders? Politicians? Parents?
The noise from our media on this topic has been deafening but has also
revealed something about the nation. What does this festival represent to us?
Family – Feasting – Stuff. Glorious things that we rejoice in and celebrate.
Where their losses are felt, they are felt grievously. Charities often report a
surge in volunteers during Christmas period. When I worked for the YMCA
with young homeless people, one of the images etched onto my mind was
a young man on Boxing Day who would not leave his bedsit, lights turned
off, surrounded by the mess of gifts, socks and deodorant, given to him by
a charity. His gifts were a kind of standardised kindness. It wasn’t so much
that his Christmas was ‘cancelled’ more that it was never coming in the first
place. His situation contrasted with many others in the hostel who would
return newly-enriched with technological baubles to their ordinary lives,
where Christmas was an interruption to the ordinary monotony of poverty.
The question of who can cancel Christmas strikes at the heart of the
definition of Christmas. What is it we’re celebrating or perhaps who are we
celebrating? Is Christmas intended to be worship of the family unit? If so,
then Boris can cancel it through social distancing. Is Christmas intended to
be worship of the self, then some ‘me-time’ can be cancelled? But Christmas
was never meant to be any of those things. It is the ‘mass of Christ’; the
feast that celebrates the coming of Jesus. You know this already; it’s what
vicars are supposed to say. But where we may have to be socially distant;
Jesus is not socially distant from us. This is the gospel of Christmas. That
however alone we feel; God has come close to us. That however hopeless we
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feel, the light of Christ shines in the darkness. There is hope. Not hope for
turkeys, fights over the TV remote or spangly gifts. Hope that transcends
our moment and this most difficult of years. The hope of Christ.
Whatever your Christmas looks like this year. We can celebrate that God
has come to us and this truly makes a happy Christmas.

Nick G

Bishop Ruth’s message
Bringing comfort and joy
One of our oldest (16th century) English carols tells us that the story of
Jesus’ birth as a baby into our world, is good news, bringing “tidings of
comfort and joy”. And don’t we just need comfort and joy at this moment!
We know that Christmas will not be the same this year. The usual gatherings
of family and friends will not have the same shape this year. Traditional
carol services and Midnight Mass may not be possible either but that doesn’t
mean that Christmas is cancelled! This year more than ever we need to
carol the words, ‘comfort and joy’. We need to find new and novel ways of
telling the Christmas story. The Church of England and our own diocesan
team have provided plenty of ideas by which we can bring Christmas to our
communities. I’m going to be both a tax collector and a donkey in some of
our diocesan video re-telling of the story!
Perhaps even more important is how we can personally be messengers of
comfort and joy. Who do you know who might need you to bring them so
comfort this Christmas? Maybe someone who is alone, especially anxious,
grieving a loved one? How could you offer comfort and support?
And as for joy …? Perhaps we ourselves need to rediscover the joy of the
Christmas story. What could be more wonderful than knowing that God
loves us so much that even though it was costly, He chose to come and
join us in a world, dark with fear and suffering, and bring the light of His
presence!
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+Ruth Taunton

Christmas Tree Festival
St Andrews & St Marys Church
Pitminster
17th - 24th December
2pm -6pm
All in Aid of the Roof Fund
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Keeping connected!
As we continue to move through the Covid-19 pandemic, we are
looking at new ways to keep people informed of what is happening
and also to offer support in any way in which we can.
On our website CBO News you will find the latest edition and also
more Covd-19 information. You can also join us on Facebook at
CBO News.
With have been planning for the future and hope that soon we will
be able to consult our readers on plans for the way forward.
The Blackdown Benefice website contains details of online services
etc. There is also a new Benefice Facebook group.
The Blackdown Support Group is also on Facebook
On WhatsApp there is a Bishopswood / Otterford group.
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Thoughts from Bishopswood
This is being written at the time when Dynamic Donald has just been
beaten by Sleepy Joe to the winning post. It is all over bar the shouting but
there is going to be so much shouting that I’m sure that it will still be going
on when you read this. What Dynamic Donald has done over the past four
years is to give psychologists a beautiful example of what a narcissist is.
Narcissism is recognised as a personality disorder. True narcissists are totally
self centred, the world is there for them. They can be utterly devoid of
empathy so find it easy to sack someone that disagrees with them. No one is
ever better than them and they never admit to being wrong so lie to justify
themselves and from my experience appear to believe their own lies however
blatant, after all if you are never wrong and you lie you have to be right. As
children we all tended to be narcissistic, the world revolved around us, but
we left that behind. The narcissist never grew up, something got stuck and
he behaves like a god in his own universe.
Jesus actually claimed to be God come in the flesh yet with a totally different
attitude. It is best described by the apostle Paul who said, “Have this mind
among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be hung on to,
but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the
likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” Christians
have a god who has every right to demand anything he wishes, could
eliminate anyone who displeases him and dictates right and wrong yet gave
himself for those that have displeased him to the point of dying a terrible
and painful death. He never sacks anyone offering forgiveness and a restored
relationship to those that will accept it. WOW! We have a crucified God.
He asks that we do the same: Have this mind amongst yourselves …..
God wants us to be ‘conformed to the image of his son. He asks us to be
transformed by the renewing of our minds.
Can a narcissist be a Christian? I have asked myself this question in the past.
Narcissism is a personality disorder. It appears to be built in. These people
can’t help themselves. They cannot change because they are never wrong
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We’’re onlyy a phonee calll away
-

A NEW ‘FRIENDLY PHONE CALLS’’ SERVICE

A FREE,, CONFIDENTIAL,, EXTENDED
INFORMATION AND ADVICE SERVICE

A NEW DEDICATED CORONAVIRUS SUPPORT WEBSIITE
E

As part of the Somerset Mental Health Alliance, we are working alongside other voluntary sector
organisations, including Mindline, Re-Think and MIND, to ensure support is readily available to those
struggling with anxiety, worry and depression.

Registered Charity no: 1015900
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and becoming a Christian needs change. I’m not saying that it is impossible
but it does appear very difficult and needs a work of God. What I do know
is that there is some narcissism left in all of us. We can see it in many ways:
we want the bigger house, the better car and the bigger portion but we are
exhorted to ‘have this mind amongst ourselves that we have in Jesus who,’
had a stable for a birthplace, borrowed a boat, had nowhere to lay his head
and took the place of a criminal.

Nyall

Feeding Somerset’s Communities
The Somerset Food Resilience Taskforce, CCS
(Community Council for Somerset) and Somerset
County Council have been working together to increase
food security for residents in Somerset. CCS Village
Agents and volunteers have delivered nearly 1,000 meals
to families in need to help prevent holiday hunger, and
have also recently delivered nearly a tonne of donated
potatoes to people in need, distributed through 10 community groups.
Now we are on the hunt for anyone in their local community providing
meals or access to food. Is this YOU? Do you want to start helping those
locally in need?
We can help! With funding, advice, equipment & ingredients!
Smart Communities could provide you with the tools to set up a food
bank, collection services or funds to purchase Fridges, Freezers and other
equipment to help you store food safely, and help stock them for the people
in your local area.
Raj Singh, Acting CEO of CCS said: “We have had full support from all of
our community here in Somerset helping us feed individuals and families
throughout the pandemic. Please get in touch and join our movement, you
will be warmly received."
One volunteer said: “I feel for people who are struggling right now. I’m a
professional person and I’ve retired now but in the early 90’s I found myself
13

Churchinford & District Community Shop
Before you go to town, try the Churchinford Community Shop
Over 2000 items in stock & competitive pricing!

Daily deliveries of quality Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
Milk, Dairy & Free-range eggs
Bread, Cakes, Pasties, Fresh Local Meat
News & Stationery
Over 25 local suppliers

Post Office
Mon – Fri Dm – 3pm
Mail, Banking, Withdrawal & Deposits, Health Lottery, Bill Payment

Shop
Mon am – 5pm
Tues DP±SP
Wed DP±SP
Thurs DP±SP
Fri DP±SP
Sat 9am – 2pm
Sun – Closed
Churchinford & District Community Shop
Churchinford
TA3 7DJ
Tel: 01823 601026
Email: shopmanager@churchinfordshop.co.uk
www.churchinfordshop.co.uk
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in a similar position through no fault of my own when the business I worked
for collapsed suddenly after a government problem. As a single parent I
found myself going to bed hungry and it’s no fun.”
So, if you are already helping your community or want to start to today and
have an idea let us help it turn into a reality. Visit: www.ccslovesomerset.
org.uk/food
Or call 01823 331 222 if you are interested, or email ccssmartcomm@
somersetrcc.org.uk
1870 food bank parcels provided for children
in Somerset West and Taunton during first
six months of the pandemic New figures
released by Taunton Foodbank reveal 4051
emergency food parcels were provided to
people between April and September of this year – a shocking 52% increase
on the same period in 2019. 1870 of these went to children.
The food bank believes the increase in local people needing its support is due
to people’s finances being hit by the impact of coronavirus and an increase
in redundancies and insecure work.
Sue Weightman, Foodbank Manager of Taunton Foodbank said:
“It’s a real concern that in the first six months of the pandemic we’ve
provided 4051 emergency supplies to local people. And these figures don’t
cover winter, which is usually our busiest time of year.
“We’re always blown away by the amount of support and generosity local
people show in supporting our work – and during this difficult year, our
vital work has only been possible because of that incredible support. Thank
you so much. While our help continues to be needed, we’re dedicated to
ensuring that people without enough money for food are able to access
emergency support. “But ultimately, we don’t think it’s right that any of us
are forced to turn to any charity for emergency food. All of us should have
enough money for essentials. That’s why we’re working with the Trussell
Trust to push for changes that will begin a Hunger Free Future.
Thanks to the way in which local people have continued to support Taunton
Food bank throughout the pandemic we are heading into winter with good
15

Coronavirus
Wash your hands
more often
for 20 seconds
Use soap and water or a hand sanitiser when you:
• Get home or into work
• Blow your nose, sneeze or cough
• Eat or handle food

CORONAVIRUS

PROTECT
For more information and the Government’s
Action Plan go to nhs.uk/coronavirus
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YOURSELF
& OTHERS

supplies of essential food. We recognise that some people may wish to
contribute the extras which can make Christmas special or perhaps would
prefer to make a financial contribution to help us make targeted purchases
and we can confirm that this will be welcome. Our full warehouse is a
testament to the generosity of the people of Somerset West and Taunton and
we are so grateful for this ongoing support.” The food bank is part of the
Trussell Trust’s network, which has recently reported more than 1.2 million
emergency food parcels were given to people struggling to afford essentials
between 1st April and 30th September 2020, making it the busiest ever halfyear period for food banks; over 470,000 of these parcels went to children.
The Trussell Trust is asking anyone who wants to ‘end the injustice of people
needing food banks’ to join the campaign for a Hunger Free Future at t
russelltrust.org/hungerfreefuture.
Emma Revie, chief executive of the Trussell Trust, explains:
“Throughout 2020, communities across the country have stepped in to
provide vital support to people left without enough money. Volunteers in
food banks have been working hard under extremely difficult circumstances
to make sure support is there for people struggling to afford essentials. But
it’s not right that any of us are forced to a charity for food, at any time of
year.
“This pandemic has shown the unexpected can hit us suddenly, with
devastating consequences for people’s lives. But it’s also shown we can make
huge changes to the way we live and look after each other. It’s shown that
when we come together to push for change, the government responds.
Together, we can build a hunger free future.”

Otterford Parish Council
The Parish Council ‘met’ via the Zoom virtual meeting App on Tuesday 10
November. Attending were OPC Councillors Mike Canham (Chairman),
Charlie Field (Vice Chairman), Lucy Montgomery, John Marsden, SCC
Cllr John Thorne, and the Clerk.
Cllr Thorne submitted a written report which was noted. I have picked out
some key points:
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0330 229 1700
8am-11pm

7 days a week

LISTENING CHAPLAINCY PHONELINE
Serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire
We are a faith-based service oﬀering chaplaincy support
for people of all faiths and none in mes of emergency
Are you recently bereaved or concerned about end of life issues?
Are you a key worker overwhelmed by what you are facing or dealing with at work?
Are you worried about someone who is seriously ill, especially if you can’t visit them?
Are you anxious about the eﬀect that the COVID 19 crisis is having on your life?
Maybe you would just like someone from the faith communi es to talk to.

If you live in the Bristol, Somerset or South Gloucestershire area:

Call 0330 229 1700 ● 8am-11pm ● 7 days a week

CARING and CONFIDENTIAL
The Faith Communi es Major Emergencies Team serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire
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•

It is likely that next year’s local elections will be deferred in the light of
possible local authority re-organisation.

•

Libraries – Public libraries are still open but only using the order and
collect service. The deadline for the return of any items already on loan has
been extended to December 14. The online service for library members
to download books, audiobooks, magazines, newspapers, and comics
free of charge is also available. The Home Library doorstep delivery
service is also still available for people who cannot leave home. Full
info is here www.somersetlibraries.co.uk or by emailing librariesmail@
somerset.gov.uk or calling 0300 123 2224.

•

Household Waste and Recycling Centres – All sites are open. Roadside
collections are also unaffected.

Planning Matters
There were no new, granted or refused applications this month. There
are delays in approving SWAT planning applications at present due to a
matter raised by English Nature in relation to high phosphate levels in the
Somerset Levels and moors. See https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-englandsomerset-54509331 for further information.
Projects/activities/events
New bollards have been placed at the top of the Bridleway on Royston Rd
to stop parking there. The two planters at the top and bottom of the village
have been re-treated and ‘refreshed’ with winter plants. And steps on a
slippery stile near Rooks House has been covered in chicken wire to avoid
accidents. The Council have now submitted two bids for grants from the
County Council’s Climate Emergency Fund.
Holman Clavel
The Council is delighted to announce that the Holman Clavel Lease has
now been assigned to Marie Mahoney and Willow Coombs and we wish
them good luck with their new venture! Please support them once the pub
re-opens, hopefully in December.
Replacement recycling bins
If you need a replacement recycling bin, contact: https://www.somersetwaste.
gov.uk/order-containers/
19
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You should get a new one within 20 working days.
Date & Time of next meeting:
Tuesday 8 December 2020, at 7.30pm. It’s not clear at the moment whether
this will be a ‘Zoom’ meeting or if we will be able to return to the hall.
Please contact the Clerk nearer the time if you wish to attend.
NB: This is not a comprehensive note of the meeting but a summary of
discussions and matters thought to be of interest to readers. A full copy
of the minutes will be on the website (otterfordparishcouncil.org) after the
December meeting.

Penny Hart

Otterford Snippets
Otterford Community Deﬁbrillators
Located at The Candlelight Inn and at the Parish Hall, both in Bishopswood,
and at The Holman Clavel Inn at Culmhead. In the event of an emergency
you must telephone 999 first, to request assistance from the Ambulance
Service. In addition to despatching necessary assistance they will advise you
of the code to open the cabinet to access a defibrillator.
Otterford ‘Parish Emergency Telephone System’ (PETS)
This is a community run system available to residents of Otterford parish
only, which, in an emergency (whether a cardiac arrest or other), enables a
number of local residents to be contacted to ask for assistance - in particular
collection of a defibrillator - pending the arrival of the emergency services.
If you live in Otterford parish and need this assistance, the number to dial
is 01460 455155.
Otterford Certiﬁcated First Aiders
Tanya Hetherington 01460 234706
John & Penny Gale 01823 601577
(The above have First Aid Kits)
21

Penny Hart 01460 234639
John Matthews 01460 234062

OTTERFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Marie Mahoney and Willow Coombs
have now taken on the tenancy of
The Holman Clavel Inn (Culmhead)

We wish them every success
in this new venture
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Philip & Nicky Needham 01460 234101 Edwina Wakely 01460 234477
Kathy Shovelton 01460 234958
Books About Otterford
History of Otterford (£10). The history of the Parish up to 1900
View from the Milking Stool (£8). An autobiography by Frederica Tyrrell,
detailing life in Otterford and the Blackdown Hills 60+ years ago
Otterford Remembered (£5). Detailing the lives of Otterford men who fought
and died, or came home, in World War 1.
All books are available from Otterford Parish Council - Contact Penny Hart
on 01460 234639.
Otterford Playing Fields
The Playing Fields are now open. Please read, and follow, the guidelines
displayed.
19th Otterford Parish Litter Pick
Our latest ‘COVID19-compliant’ Pick was held on Friday 13th and Saturday
14th November. 21 volunteers picked 29 sacks of litter, and a considerable
range of other things – including two pushchairs, a baby’s car seat, and
(inevitably) car parts. We also found, and reported to SWATDC, fly-tipping
in four locations.
After sorting we recycled 379 drinks cans, 195 plastic bottles, 36 glass
bottles/ jars, metal, plastic food trays/lids, paper/cardboard and aluminium
foil.
Thanks to all our volunteers – Mike Canham, John & Val Godsmark, John
& Mary Gusterson, Penny Hart, Tim Hooper (Churchstanton), John & Sue
Marsden, Ron & Lucy Montgomery, Nicky & Philip Needham, Simon &
Kathy Shovelton, Peter & Victoria Southcott, Rosie Viant, and George &
Edwina Wakley. And Roger Poland for collecting.
Following the event, a Blue Hub-Cap and chocolates were delivered to Tim
Hooper (for completing 10 picks), and a Blue Macky’D Cup and chocolates
to John Godsmark and Kathy Shovelton for completing fifteen.
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Climate & The Environment Project
If you live in Otterford Parish there is still time to ask for a free compost bin
and/ or a free bird box (the boxes come either ready-made, or in kit form to
assemble – you can choose). Contact Penny Hart to request.
The Parish Council has submitted grant applications to Somerset County
Council to help fund the purchase of a thermal imaging camera, and an
Electric Vehicle Charging Point.
Please also contact Penny if you would like a copy of our Climate & The
Environment Action Plan.
Holman Clavel Inn
Marie Mahoney and Willow Coombs have now taken over the lease of the
Holman Clavel. The Parish Council wishes them every success in this new
venture.
DATE

OTTERFORD DIARY - EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 2020 / 2021

8 Dec

Otterford Parish Council Meeting – a virtual meeting, using the
Zoom application. Please check on noticeboards etc., or contact
the Parish Clerk if you wish to join.
12 Jan Otterford Parish Council Meeting
9 Feb Otterford Parish Council Meeting
9 Mar Otterford Parish Council Meeting
20
Bishopswood Big Breakfast – for your diary, more details to
Mar
follow
26
Spring Bingo – more details to follow - PAY BAR Venue:
Mar
Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Doors open 7.00pm; eyes
down 8.00pm
27
Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twentieth – meet at the
Mar
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie
alternative) and a hot drink.
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17 Jul

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-first – meet at the
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie
alternative) and a hot drink.
13
Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-second – meet at the
Nov
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie
alternative) and a hot drink.
17 Dec Christmas Turkey Bingo. Our ever-popular Christmas
event – with a fresh turkey for each full house winner.
PAY BAR Venue: Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Doors
open 7.00pm; eyes down 8.00pm
Parish Council meetings are held on the second Tuesday of every month
normally in The Wright Room at the Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Access
via the rear (kitchen) door. Everyone welcome: please contact the Parish
Clerk (01460 234639) if disabled access required. Community Time is at
7.30pm: meetings start by 7.50pm at the latest. PLEASE NOTE THESE
ARE CURRENTLY BEING HELD ON LINE USING THE ZOOM
APP
We have now added most of our 2021 social activities and events. If
organising events/activities yourself – please try to avoid clashing with
our dates. Any oﬀers of assistance, with preparation or during an
activity, would be most welcome. Please email Mike Canham – mike.
otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
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The Somerset Bereavement
Support Service is here if
you’ve been bereaved and
need emotional support or
someone to talk to.

How we can help
Marie Curie Companions can provide bereavement support for
people across Somerset who are over the age of 18. This service
provides telephone support calls with compassionate
volunteers. They’ve all completed speciﬁc training, including how to
support people in sensitive situations and dealing with difﬁcult
subjects, such as death, dying and bereavement.
In addition, a further six sessions of one to one bereavement
counselling can be provided by experienced bereavement support
workers at Mind in Somerset specialist bereavement service. Mind in
Somerset support adults and children aged 12+.

We are here to help and welcome your call.
9am to 5pm, Monday to Saturday.

Call us on 0800 304 7412
In partnership with

Charity reg no. 207994 (England & Wales), SC038731 (Scotland) F446e
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Ben Gold/Marie Curie

Bereavement support

Otterford Church 100 Club
September
97
Mark Fortune
17
Anne Matthews
49
Gwen Hawkins
67
Pam Hull
October
13
Rose Gratton
56
Paul Grabham
66
Christine Angus
86
Roy Harkness

£20
£15
£10
£5
£20
£15
£10
£5

For Phillip
So … we have come to bid a final farewell to my Dad. Phillip Foxwell. Phil
– a Churchinford village legend.
Dad will be remembered fondly by hundreds of people. Having lived his
whole life in the village, barring his two years army service in Cyprus.
You may remember him as the local baker. You may remember him as the
pub landlord. For many he was the school bus driver. Perhaps he delivered
your medical prescriptions. Or took you to hospital as a British Legion
volunteer. He may have given you an orange and a cheap toy at the children’s
Christmas party – his famous whiskers doubling for Santa. He may even
have shot past you in his bright yellow hot rod – number 47.
However you remember him, he will be sorely missed.
A one-man voluntary service and backbone of the village for decades.
I’d like to make a few thank-you's on behalf of my family.
To Dr Sherwin and everyone at the Blackdown Hills Practice. To Dr Botton
and everyone at the Beacon Centre at Musgrove. To the staff at Calway
House who helped make his final weeks less painful. And to everyone who
has offered such kind words in greetings cards and online.
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Phil was born in December 1936 and lived his first two years in the house
next to the village chapel, the son of Bert and Phyllis Foxwell. Bert the
Baker – a larger than life character who even Dickens could not have
imagined. Phyllis was a Clode – the local Smeatharpe family who helped
found Newhouse Baptist Church. The Clodes have been in Upottery since
1536.
In 1938, the Foxwells moved to the bakery – Dad, with his shock of blonde
hair, and his brother Maurice. He grew up during the Second World War
and all the hectic activity and noise of the nearby airfields at Culmhead and
Smeatharpe. Dad remembered the young American troops waiting in lines
in the lanes to be airlifted to France on D-Day. “Got any gum, chum?”,
Phil would shout over the school wall. Many of the US Air Force personnel
stationed at Smeatharpe became friends of the Foxwells, writing to Phyllis
long after the war. Bert helped many a homesick American boy feel even
more sick with copious helpings of his rough cider (imagine going to D-Day
with a hangover!).
Happy memories of very difficult times. Life on the Blackdown hills was
tough and the people poor. But what they had, they shared - a quality that
Dad retained his whole life.
The family had a Czech pilot billeted with them in the war – a man who
taught Phil to spot planes by their silhouette. The young Phil was a bit of a
nerd, you see. Hard to believe. He collected stuff: Stamps, coins, cigarette
cards … but most of all (and very illegal today) birds’ eggs. His egg collection
is quite incredible – and one of the last legal collections in the UK, as the
practice was banned in 1951.
Dad went to Honiton Secondary School, where he became Head Boy, and
that’s not just because of bread rationing and his dad being a baker.
I often think of Dad’s childhood on the Blackdowns as some rural idyll.
After all, people come here to holiday now. But they lived with outside
loos, no central heating. His diary in February 1951 blandly notes, “The
electricity came.”
Just 18 years old, Dad met Isabel at a dance in Feniton. And they were
together for 62 years.
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setting and achieving high educational standards through a creative, ambitious enquiry-based curriculum supporting our children to
reach their full potential.
fully exploiting our rural setting to inspire creativity and embrace outdoor learning opportunities.
providing an exciting and inclusive environment for our children to learn and develop, nurturing their health, emotional and social
well-being.
empowering children for the next step of their learning journey.
collaborating with children, staff, governors, parents and friends to become positive members of our wider community.

If this sounds like the start in life you want for your child, then do book a visit with Ms Coles in the school office on 01823 601354. More
information and details about our curriculum can be found on our website - www.churchstanton.somerset.sch.uk. We look forward
to hearing from you. Mrs C Halstead, Headteacher.

x
x

x
x

x

We work together to support our children to become Respectful, Responsible, Resilient, Risk-takers with a caring attitude to the
world around them; each with an enquiring mind setting them ready to be educated citizens. We achieve this by:

“A unique Place to begin your child’s education.”
Our School Vision and Values

Churchstanton Primary School

At 19, Dad was called up to the army just as his favourite Uncle Cliff died.
Cliff had endured four years in a German P.O.W camp. Having suffered
typhus, Cliff died young at 35. Phil’s last act before conscription was to
attend his uncle’s funeral.
Phil did two years in Cyprus during a bitter civil war and saw dreadful
atrocities. Some men he knew were burned to death by terrorists. But he
made great mates despite the dark times – his army nickname was, of course,
Blondie.
Mum and Dad married in 1960, moving into the cottage next to his current
home, and there Paul and I were born. Dad started as a barman at the
York Inn in 1964 and took on the license in 1967, running the pub until
Christmas 1985. I’m sure many will agree these were the best of times.
Running a pub for 20 years generates so many friends and anecdotes.
The pub was a veritable sports centre. Tug of war, cricket, skittles, darts,
pool, cribbage, stock car racing, motorbike and sidecars – always busy.
Running a pub and bakery meant only Sunday afternoons were free. But he
filled that time racing hot rods and bangers. He once won a race and got to
kiss Miss Great Britain – she went on to be a Bond Girl in Octopussy. Phil
went on to have a bad crash, rupturing his pancreas, and gave up racing for
a quieter life in the commentary box.
To keep his busy schedule full, Dad also took on the school bus for
Churchstanton School, driving from 1970 until 2002.
After I left university, Dad gave up the York and moved to help out at the
bakery as Bert was taken ill. Maurice and Dad ran the bakery until 1999.
The bakery is greatly missed – if only for the smell of fresh bread (and turkeys
at Christmas). His grandchildren, Georgia and Joe, came along in the late
90s, and he was pleased as punch to be a grandfather. He was immensely
proud of both of them and they will miss him dearly.
In his retirement Dad and Mum enjoyed several holidays to Scotland,
Ireland and France. Battlefield tours of Arnhem and the D-Day beaches.
Dad was a long-standing British Legion member and for decades he carried
the Legion flag on Remembrance Sunday. He would be particularly pleased
that the flag is here to see him off.
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Shelly’s Care
Local Microprovider with 30 years care experience.
Are you looking for help that is tailored to your needs?
Shelly’s care may be just what you’re looking for. I’m offering
support for people with a learning disabilities or the elderly.
I have a DBS, insurance, and car business insurance.
I offer the following services:
Personal care, shopping, cooking, sitting service, support
to appointments, company and much more. For more
information contact Michelle Reed: 07853281411
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Dad’s love of car racing stayed with me – and we both enjoyed our trips to
Silverstone together for the Grand Prix. One of the last things he asked me
was: “How did Lando Norris do at the Russian Grand Prix?”
Dad settled into retirement, tending his garden and watching his bird table.
When mum was ill four years ago, he nursed her without complaint.
So sad, he had to endure this Covid pandemic. Being unable to meet friends
and family for months was very cruel. Dad had a favourite song – during
a bad spell in hospital he began singing ‘I Believe’ by Frankie Laine. The
nurses did not know it, but to their credit they Googled the lyrics, learnt it
and sung it by his bedside. We will hear it at the end of the service.
And so farewell Phillip. How do I sum him up?
A man from a different age. Phillip belonged to a long time ago. A well
turned out man, who even wore a tie to deliver bread. A privileged man,
lucky enough to see the last of a way of life stretching back centuries. An
age of horses and threshing machines, of transistor radios and very basic
plumbing.
He was – in a nice way – quite old-fashioned. Hard working, generous and
very grounded. People liked him – people trusted him. He represented a
sort of reassuring continuity that so many communities no longer have.
There is not a lot to envy about the old days – some say good riddance – but
something has been lost.
Like many of the people who came out to see Phillip’s coffin this morning,
he was a remnant of all the people who have always lived there.
There is a sense of loss in modern villages, one that cannot be articulated.
With the passing of my dad and his generation we may be seeing the last
of those people who really experienced and understood rural life with all its
ups and downs.
Like the way of life Phillip came from, he will be missed.
But what we will miss most is the part that cannot be put into words.
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Real, traditional

FREE delivery to your home
Beautiful, non needle drop Nordmann Fir
4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 foot trees available
Grown and delivered by an ethical, local company

For orders and information please visit:

www.pixtonchristmas.co.uk
Tel: 01398 331 724
Email: pixtonchristmas@gmail.com
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Order Online

For FREE home delivery or;

Pick Your Own
pixtonchristmas.co.uk

Be welcomed to our nursery and choose your own
WUHHZLWKKHOSIURPRXUZDUPDQGIULHQGO\VWD̆

Pixton Woodlands Ltd, South Molton Road, Bampton, Devon, EX16 9HU
A generous percentage of our proceeds are donated to
the Devon Partnership NHS Trust
:HDOVRVXSSRUWWKH1+66WD̆'LVFRXQW6FKHPH
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THANK
YOU!

*T’s & C’s
may apply

Churchinford Weather
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Pavilion Bonus Ball
There were no winners of the bonus ball in September
Winners of the Cricket Pavilion bonus ball in October
3
2
Andrew Garlick
10
2
Andrew Garlick again!
17
46
James Fraser-Harris
24
44
Mike Taylor
31
35
Rob Setchell
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Churchstanton Parish Council
November 2020
Virtual Meetings – Due to the ongoing lockdown restrictions the Parish
Council will continue to meet virtually using the platform Zoom until
further notice. Any members of the public wishing to raise an item in public
participation time can contact the clerk on 01823 299788 or email clerk@
churchstantonpc.co.uk before 7.15pm on the day of our meeting and you
will receive an invite to join us. Everyone is welcome.
Finance – Balance of Accounts as at 31st October, 2020 - £24,018
Deﬁbrillator - We are pleased to confirm that a formal order has now been
placed for the defibrillator which will be sited in the telephone kiosk opposite
the community shop very soon.
The Quarry - The parish council have now received the full evaluation and
management plan for the quarry from Neroche Woodlanders and are making
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dŚĞ ůĂĐŬĚŽǁŶ ^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ 'ƌŽƵƉ ĂŝŵƐ ƚŽ ƌĞůŝĞǀĞ ƐŝĐŬŶĞƐƐ͕ ůŽŶĞůŝŶĞƐƐ ĂŶĚ ŝƐŽůĂƚŝŽŶ ďǇ
ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚŝŶŐůŽĐĂůƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶŶĞĞĚǁŝƚŚůŽĐĂůǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐǁŚŽĐĂŶŽĨĨĞƌƚŚĞŵƉƌĂĐƚŝĐĂůƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ͘
dŚŽƐĞǁŚŽĂƌĞƐƵĨĨĞƌŝŶŐĨƌŽŵƉŚǇƐŝĐĂůŽƌŵĞŶƚĂůŝůůŚĞĂůƚŚ͕ǁŚŽŚĂǀĞĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƚŝĞƐŽƌůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ
ĚŝĨĨŝĐƵůƚŝĞƐ͕ Žƌ ǁŚŽ ĂƌĞ ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐŝŶŐ ďĞƌĞĂǀĞŵĞŶƚ Žƌ ƚŚĞ ĞĨĨĞĐƚƐ ŽĨ ŽůĚ ĂŐĞ ĐĂŶ ĨŝŶĚ
ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐĐƵƚŽĨĨŝŶƌƵƌĂůĂƌĞĂƐůŝŬĞŽƵƌƐ͕ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚĂĐĐĞƐƐƚŽƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚ͕ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐĂŶĚ
ƐŽĐŝĂůŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚŝĞƐ͘

dŚĞ^'ŚĂƐŽǀĞƌϯϬϬƉĞŽƉůĞƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚǁŝƚŚƵƐĨŽƌƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ͘tĞĐĂŶŚĞůƉĂŶǇŽŶĞǁŚŽŝƐĂ
ƉĂƚŝĞŶƚŽĨƚŚĞůĂĐŬĚŽǁŶWƌĂĐƚŝĐĞ͘dŚĞƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐŽƵƌǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐƉƌŽǀŝĚĞŝŶĐůƵĚĞ͗Ͳ

x ƌŝǀŝŶŐʹƚŽŵĞĚŝĐĂůĂƉƉŽŝŶƚŵĞŶƚƐ͕ƐŽĐŝĂůĂŶĚǁĞůůͲďĞŝŶŐĞǀĞŶƚƐ͕ŐĞŶĞƌĂůůǇĞŶĂďůŝŶŐ
ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ
x ĞĨƌŝĞŶĚŝŶŐ Ͳ ǀŝƐŝƚŝŶŐ ƚŚŽƐĞ ǁŚŽ ŵĂǇ ďĞ ƵŶĂďůĞ ƚŽ ůĞĂǀĞ ƚŚĞŝƌ ŽǁŶ ŚŽŵĞ Žƌ ŚĂǀĞ
ůŝŵŝƚĞĚƐŽĐŝĂůĐŽŶƚĂĐƚǁŝƚŚŽƚŚĞƌƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ƌĞůŝĞǀŝŶŐĨĞĞůŝŶŐƐŽĨůŽŶĞůŝŶĞƐƐĂŶĚŝƐŽůĂƚŝŽŶ
x ^ŽĐŝĂůĞǀĞŶƚƐͲůƵŶĐŚĐůƵďƐ͕ĐŽĨĨĞĞŵŽƌŶŝŶŐƐ͕ĐĂƌĞƌƐŐƌŽƵƉƐ͕ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚŝĞƐ
ƚŽŵĞĞƚĨƌŝĞŶĚƐĂŶĚĞŶũŽǇĂŚŽŵĞĐŽŽŬĞĚŶƵƚƌŝƚŝŽƵƐŵĞĂů
x DĞŶƚŽƌŝŶŐ Ͳ ƚƌĂŝŶĞĚ ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ Ă ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞĚ ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ ĨŽƌ ƚŚŽƐĞ
ǁŚŽ ĂƌĞ ƐƚƌƵŐŐůŝŶŐ ƚŽ ƌĞͲŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƚĞ ďĂĐŬ ŝŶƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕ ƉĞƌŚĂƉƐ ĂĨƚĞƌ
ďĞƌĞĂǀĞŵĞŶƚ͕ĂŶĂĐĐŝĚĞŶƚŽƌůŽŶŐƉĞƌŝŽĚŽĨŝůůŚĞĂůƚŚ
x ĚǀŽĐĂĐǇʹƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐƐƵƉƉŽƌƚǁŝƚŚĨŝůůŝŶŐŝŶĨŽƌŵƐĂŶĚƉĂƉĞƌǁŽƌŬƚŽĞŶƐƵƌĞƉĞŽƉůĞ
ŚĂǀĞĂĐĐĞƐƐƚŽƚŚĞƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐŽƌĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂůƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƚŚĞǇŶĞĞĚ
x tĞ ĂůƐŽ ŽĨĨĞƌ ĨŽŽƚĐĂƌĞƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͕ ƐŚŽƌƚͲƚĞƌŵ ǁŚĞĞůĐŚĂŝƌ ůŽĂŶƐ ĂŶĚ Ă ĚŝƐĂďůĞĚ ĂĐĐĞƐƐ
ǀĞŚŝĐůĞĨŽƌŚŝƌĞ͘
/Ĩ ǇŽƵ͛Ě ůŝŬĞ ƚŽ ĨŝŶĚ ŽƵƚ ŵŽƌĞ ƉůĞĂƐĞ ŐĞƚ ŝŶ ƚŽƵĐŚ͕ ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ ǇŽƵ ǁŽƵůĚ ůŝŬĞ ƚŽ ŚĞůƉ ĂƐ Ă
ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌ Žƌ ǇŽƵ ŵĂǇ ŬŶŽǁ ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ ǁŚŽ ŶĞĞĚƐ ŚĞůƉ͕ ǁŚŽ ŝƐ ĂůŽŶĞ͕ ĨĞĞůŝŶŐ ŝƐŽůĂƚĞĚ Žƌ
ƐƚƌƵŐŐůŝŶŐƚŽĐĂƌĞĨŽƌĂůŽǀĞĚŽŶĞ͘ŝƚŚĞƌǁĂǇǁĞ͛ĚůŽǀĞƚŽŚĞĂƌĨƌŽŵǇŽƵ͘
ŽŶƚĂĐƚůŝǌĂďĞƚŚDĐEĂďď
ϬϭϴϮϯϲϴϭϬϯϲ
ĚͲĐĐŐ͘ďƐŐĂĚŵŝŶΛŶŚƐ͘ŶĞƚ
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progress with turning this site into a recreational asset for the community.
We hope to have more news regarding this exciting project in the New Year.
Climate Emergency Fund - The parish council together with Otterford
parish council have submitted a joint application to the Climate Emergency
Fund for £20,000 in order to support the Otterhead Estate Trust with their
proposal to install a small (sub 1kW) hydro electricity generation system to
provide power to the Coach House at Otterhead.
The Coach House is the one remaining building on the site and is currently
used by a Forest School - an organisation which supports local primary and
secondary schools with services that focus on children’s social, emotional
and mental health needs. The site is not connected to any mains services and
lies within a nature reserve in an AONB. At present, electricity is provided
by a diesel generator which is inefficient, costly, carbon-intensive and noise
polluting.
Covid-19 - Following recent positive cases of Covid-19 in the parish, the
parish council would like to remind parishioners of their responsibilities
and encourage everyone to follow the government guidance. We would also
encourage openness regarding any positive cases in order that we are able to
fully support one another through these difficult times.
Planning
•

10/20/0009 - Hilliers, Biscombe - Removal of condition no. 04 (to allow
the annexe to be used as a separate dwelling) of application 10/07/0031

•

‘The parish council support the application subject to a condition
preventing its onward sale as a separate dwelling’

•

10/20/0017 - 32 Fairfield Green, Churchinford – Relocation of oil tank
from back garden to strip of land adjacent to boundary wall.

•

‘The parish council support this application’

•

10/20/0014 - Erection of side extension and replacement of porch to the
front of The Firs, Stapley Road, Biscombe, Churchstanton.

•

‘The parish council support this application as the revised plans are a
significant improvement’
41

Highways & Outdoor Space
Public Paths - The parish council had received two reports from the
Public Paths Liaison Officers, Peter Allfrey and Sarah Henderson for their
consideration. The information that both Peter and Sarah have provided will
now be passed to the Public Rights of Way Officer at Somerset West and
Taunton District Council for their attention. We would like to thank Peter
and Sarah for their ongoing help to ensure our public paths are maintained
for all to enjoy.
Dog Fouling The parish council ask that all dog owners ensure that they
pick up all dog waste and dispose of it in the dog bins recently provided and
installed in the village by the parish council. Whilst the number of incidents
of dog fouling have noticeably reduced since the installation of these bins,
there had been one reported incident recently directly in front of the dog
waste bin!
Churchstanton Community Fund
The parish council are delighted to confirm the approval of the following
allocations from the Churchstanton Community Fund:
Churchstanton Primary School - £1,000 for the provision of outdoor play
equipment
Churchinford & District Community Shop - £1,000 for the purchase of a
more energy efficient chiller
Churchinford & District Village Hall - £1,000 towards roofing repairs
And Finally …
2020 has been an incredibly challenging year for everyone and we are very
proud of the community spirit that so many in our parish have shown. We
would like to take this opportunity to thank all of those, of which there are
many, who have provided enormous comfort and support to so many in our
parish throughout the year.
The parish council would like to wish you all and your families a very Happy
Christmas and a Prosperous New Year!
Full details of our Parish Council meetings can be found in the minutes
displayed on the Parish notice boards in Churchinford and Stapley as well
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Bishopswood Maintenance
Property and Garden Services
BEFORE
Mark
C Kemp

AFTER

Hard Landscaping

Transforming Your Outdoor Living
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
WE ONLY HAVE ONE REPUTATION!
The Firs - Bishopswood – Chard – Somerset – TA20 3RU

Tel: 01460 234076
E: mark@avtgroup.biz
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as on the Parish website www.churchinfordpc.co.uk. If you would like to
speak to one of our Parish Councillors, please contact the Parish Clerk who
will arrange this for you.
If you would like to contact the Parish Clerk regarding any of the above you
can do so by email to clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk or alternatively you can
call 01823 299788.

Julie Wardle
Parish Clerk

Yarty Gardening Club
What a year it has been; great for gardening, not so great for
socialising with any gardeners not in our bubbles. I know that
many club members have really missed getting together to talk
all things gardening and much more besides.
I hope that your gardens have been giving you much pleasure
and comfort during the second lockdown and that you, like me, have been
enjoying the beautiful autumn colours of the trees and shrubs.
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The weather is definitely getting colder now, but on calm, dry days there are
still plenty of things to do outside:
•

December is a good time to start winter pruning apple and pear trees by
removing weak growth and crossing branches to open the canopy.

•

Currants and gooseberries can also be pruned now. Remove all dead,
damaged or diseased material first, then cut out a quarter of the oldest
branches back to the base. Remove any crossing branches, aiming for
an open goblet shape. Then cut back side-shoots to two healthy buds, to
encourage more fruiting growth.

•

Prune birch trees, Japanese maples and ornamental or edible grapevines
(they are prone to bleed from pruning cuts in the months after Christmas).

•

Ensure tree ties, stakes & guards are securely in place but not biting into
the bark.

•

Wrap pots vulnerable to frost in bubble wrap, hessian or fleece & remove
saucers to prevent water logging.

•

Now is the ideal time to take hardwood cuttings from currant bushes
to make free plants. You can also do this with forsythia, dogwoods and
roses.

•

Gather up the last of the fallen leaves to make valuable leaf mould. Don’t
forget to clear leaves from greenhouse gutters too!

•

If you are tidying up the borders, leave seed heads on grasses and
perennials to provide food for the birds.
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December is the start of winter and gives us the opportunity to spend
more time inside. Perhaps in the potting shed or greenhouse, taking root
cuttings from clump forming herbaceous perennials. Suitable plants include
echinops, phlox, oriental poppies, verbascum, primula, Japanese anemones,
mint and acanthus.
If you want to try growing alpines, sowing now the weather is colder will
break the seeds’ dormancy and they should germinate more readily during
spring.
December is the ideal month to go through all your hand tools, cleaning
and sharpening secateurs, loppers and shears. Hoes and spades are also easier
to use if they have a sharpened edge.
Or perhaps you’d rather be inside in the warm. There are some things which
you can enjoy with a cup of coffee, like sorting through your seed box to
check the sowing dates and decide which seeds you need to order. It’s great
sitting down with seed catalogues at this time of year and dreaming of
beautiful borders or bountiful vegetable beds. It’s also a good time to order
summer-flowering bulbs. In fact, why not do a bit of armchair gardening,
plan a new project or just enjoy reading gardening books and magazines/
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blogs. There are always lots of good tips for us, no matter what stage of
gardening we are at.
Don’t forget to cut sprays of winter flowers like sarcococca, daphne, witch
hazel, winter honeysuckle and viburnum, to scent a room and enjoy gathering
some flowers, berries and foliage from the garden for your Christmas displays.
It is sad that we won’t be able to have our Christmas Social again this year,
but when you have a glass of something in your hand, drink a toast to the
Yarty Gardening Club. With all the talk of a vaccine on the horizon there is
a real hope that we may be meeting as a club by next summer.
A very Happy Christmas to you all.

Pauline Bartlett

Buckland St Mary Parish Council
12th November 2020
Matters arising
The Clerk had enquired the cost of dog litter bins, which had been quoted
as c£150.00 each which included fittings. It was agreed to purchase two bins
for the village. The Clerk would also contact SSDC to ask if they would be
willing to empty these bins.
The school was very happy for a tree, in memory of Councillor Steve Albon,
to be planted in the school.
County Councillor and District Councillor reports
District Councillor Kenton issued a written report, as follows:
As we are going back into lockdown again and likely to do this again before
the spring I will update you on the measures put in by South Somerset.
The offices at Brampton Way remain closed to the public, Petter’s house,
which is the housing advice centre is closed to the public but is staffed by
two members of staff for advice on housing emergencies. SSDC are ready
with a plan to house the homeless should the Government announce another
“everyone in” scheme for the winter.
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We work with our clients to
understand their needs, support
them effectively and deliver the
best possible legal advice.

We’re all about listening,
understanding and
advising

Whether it’s commercial or
personal matters you need help
and advice with, the only thing
that really matters is you.
Call one of our nearby offices
and let’s have a proper chat.
WELLINGTON
T: 01823 666622
TAUNTON
T: 01823 625800

www.porterdodson.co.uk
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All indoor leisure facilities were now closed but County parks and play areas
remained open.
SSDC had begun to issue grants to those businesses who are entitled to them
through the Government schemes from next week and providing financial
support to food banks across the district including the Chard lords larder
scheme. Also issuing payments to those required to self-isolate through the
Government scheme, although very few made as yet due to the relatively low
cases in our area.
If you are aware of anyone who is classed as clinically vulnerable, they are
able to get priority supermarket deliveries and shielding support through
our website or by ringing the Council on its main telephone number.
The Citizens advice bureau has produced 2 videos to help local people to
understand their rights with regard to employment and benefits which can
also be accessed through their website or SSDC.
Somerset Climate Emergency Fund
The Chair welcomed Jolyon Chesworth to the meeting. He had been
invited to talk to the Parish Council with his expertise on conservation
and to aid the Council in deciding what would be best for the village in
helping with environmental issues and climate change and the Somerset
Climate Emergency Fund. Jolyon had forwarded information prior to the
meeting which had been circulated to councillors. He gave an enlightening
talk about environmental issues and made suggestions as to how the Parish
Council and parishioners could be involved. Some suggestions were:
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OTTERFORD PARISH COUNCIL

CLIMATE & THE ENVIRONMENT PROJECT
2020 & BEYOND
Otterford Parish Council recognises the need to reduce the current level of carbon
emissions, and – acknowledging our rural location in the Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty – has agreed to progressively undertake a range of practical actions to assist this.
Otterford Parish Council : February 2020

At our October meeting we agreed to progress more actions from our Action Plan.
FREE COMPOST BIN
We have agreed to purchase 50 x 330 litres compost bins to distribute free to
parishioners. These are most likely to be of use to residents living in Bishopswood –
with generally smaller gardens – but anyone can apply. Please contact Penny Hart
(see below) if you would like one, together with composting advice from Somerset
Waste Partnership (SWP) We are very grateful to SWP for their help with this.
FREE BIRD BOXES & BEE HOMES
We have earmarked some money to buy materials for volunteers to make bird
boxes and bee homes (not honey bees – they live in hives) for us. Once completed
these will be offered free to parishioners.
Please contact Penny Hart if you are willing to make some boxes/homes for us
(plans provided) and/or if you would like a bird box and/or a bee home.
SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL CLIMATE GRANTS
We are also putting together grant applications for several projects – more follows!
Penny Hart : Clerk to Otterford Parish Council
penny.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
01460 234639
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•

Creating an Environment Committee – get together to come up with
ideas and opportunities to make them happen.

•

Hedge management for wildlife.

•

Purchase a piece of land to turn into an environmental facility.

•

Set up an environment group made up of volunteers and Parish Council
support

•

Write an Environment plan

There was so much to take in that Jolyon was asked if he would be prepared
to meet, virtually, with the Parish Council next week, 19th November at
8.00 pm to carry on the conversation to enable some decisions to be made,
and he readily agreed.
Planning
(i)
Application No. 20/02436/HOU
Applicant
Proposal
Demolition/removal of two outbuildings and extension
to existing dwelling to provide a garage/additional
bedroom
Location
Coal Furze, Blackwater Road, Buckland St Mary
The applicant attended the meeting and outlined the proposals. After full
consideration, the Council supported the application.
(ii)
Application No. 20/02667/FUL
Applicant
Proposal
Proposed excavation of soil to create earth lined slurry
lagoon for winter storage of slurry
Location
Land Os 6179 Rackley Lane, Buckland St Mary
After full discussion, the Parish Council agreed to this application, but they
also expressed concerns about the neighbour’s water supply being affected
by the slurry lagoon.
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(iii)
Application No.
Applicant
Proposal

Location

20/02815/HDG
Application to remove a 3m section of hedgerow an
a 5m hedgerow within a field to allow for open cut
installation of a replacement water main
Bracken Lodge Farm, Castlemain, Buckland St Mary.

This application had already been agreed by SSDC Planning.
Wessex Water – Works on Parish Council land
The Clerk reported that she had received an email late this afternoon to
inform this work will not now be carried out until the middle of 2021.
Parish Council meeting dates 2021
Meeting dates for 2021, on Thursdays at 8.00pm, were agreed, as follows:
7th January
4th February
4th March
8th April – preceded by the Annual Parish meeting at 7.30 pm
13th May – Annual Parish Council meeting, to be followed by the
monthly meeting
3rd June
1st July
August – no Council meeting
2nd September
7th October
4th November
December – no Council meeting
Meetings will be held virtually until such time as councils are permitted to
meet normally.
Finance
Outstanding accounts were –
HMRC PAYE for November 2020 - £71.88; December £65.88
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Matters for report
Parish Councillors noted the correspondence on the badger cull motion at
SSDC.
Christmas tree recycling – collection of trees in a compound at the village
hall will not take place this year due to loss of production during the
pandemic. SSDC have liaised with SWP to provide advice. Parishioners were
encouraged to consider replanting their Christmas trees, home composting,
or adding them to a corner of the garden as a wild habitat. Anyone subscribing
to the SWP Garden Waste Service will be able to leave their tree out, next to
the garden waste bin, for collection. Anyone not subscribing to this service
can take trees to any of the county’s recycling centres.
Great tree giveaway – having recently given away trees, the Council decided
not to apply for trees on this occasion.
Councillor Every passed his thanks to Councillor Farmer for his help with
erecting the new noticeboard and for laying the wreath on behalf of the
Parish Council on Remembrance Sunday.
He had also spoken to Kate Albon who was pleased at the siting of the seat
from BT, in memory of Steve, at Loose Cross. Councillor Barton would
mention the re-siting of the existing seat into the churchyard with those
involved.
Councillor Marshall had thought it would be good to make more of the
Christmas lights this year after what has been an unprecedented year and
asked if the council would agree to the purchase of more lights for display
in the village. This was agreed unanimously with the sum of £200 allocated
for their purchase.
Date and time of next meeting
The next meeting will be held virtually on Thursday 7th January 2021, at
8.00 pm. (No December meeting)

Veronica Moore
These notes are taken from the draft minutes. When agreed at the next
meeting, full minutes will be posted on the Parish website.
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Buckland St Mary Rainfall
October this year started with a vengeance [81.60 mm: 3.21 ins.;33.09% of the
month’s total], when Storm ‘Alex’ [French Met Office] arrived on the 3rd/4th The
‘Harvest’ Moon rose on the 1st, if we were lucky to see it. There were flash floods
around the Caribbean – the Atlantic hurricane season had arrived with 29 storms
recorded so far this year, the outfall of which were generally heading our way! For
us things had settled down mid-month but little chance of an ‘Indian Summer’.
Total rainfall for October was 203.80 mm (8.02 ins.). The wettest day was the
30th with 27.00 mm of rain (1.06 ins.; 13.25% of the total), followed by the 3rd
with 22.00 mm (0.87 ins.; 10.79%), the 4th with 18.90 mm (0.74 ins.; 9.27%),
the 20th with 17.60 mm (0.69 ins.; 8.64%) and the 24th with 16.50 mm (0.0.65
ins.; 8.10%). The 21-year average for October was 130.02 mm (5.12 ins.). 2020
was the 4th wettest.
October

Mm

Inches

October

mm

inches

2000

212.0

8.35

76.50

3.01

1.74

2001

180.7

7.11

157.10

6.18

2.54

2002

217.0

8.54

208.10

8.19

2.05

2003

71.1

2.80

157.50

6.20

0.41

2004

197.8

7.79

120.70

4.75

2.80

2005

170.2

6.70

60.05

2.36

3.13

2006

197.6

7.78

60.00

2.36

4.05

2007

52.4

2.06

80.05

3.15

2.85

2008

125.1

4.93

184.00

7.24

6.76

2009

116.9

4.60
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8.02

1.30

2010

85.70

3.37
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Buckland St Mary 100 Club Winners – October 2020
Amount
Number
Name
£20
37
William Kennard
£15
8
Marion Board
£10
61
George Roffe-Silvester
£5
49
Christine Norton
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Workshop
Community Nature & Climate Change Workshop
10th December 2020, 8pm – 9.30pm, online via Zoom
From record breaking temperatures and wildfires to floods, disappearing
glaciers and wildlife becoming extinct, the media is full of stories about the
climate and ecological emergency. Even in our own CBO News there are
regular articles and events designed to raise awareness and encourage action.
Living in our green and pleasant parish we may think these are someone
else’s problems, that our patch of paradise is just fine, but climate change
and wildlife loss are happening all around us. The amount of carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere above our heads has risen nearly 70% since our church
was built, 9 of the 10 hottest years on record have all occurred since 2005,
97% of our wildflower meadows have disappeared, when was the last time
you saw a hedgehog in your garden?
The issues facing our world are truly global and can seem too big for
individuals and small communities to make a difference. However, people
across the world and across our county are doing just that, coming up with
their own solutions to help look after the world that supports us and make
their communities better and more resilient paces to live.
We will be running an online workshop on the 10th December 2020,
8pm – 9.30pm via Zoom which aims to bring together interested people
from our community to discuss the issue further. We will start with a
short presentation about the science of climate change and biodiversity
loss and what it means for us. Then, most importantly, we would like to
start discussions about how we could come together as a community to
generate ideas and action at a local level. This could range from practical
projects to encourage wildlife and create natural habitats such as meadows
and woodlands in our parish, to raising awareness of climate change and
lifestyle impacts.
Our County Council and District Council have declared Climate
Emergencies and the County Council has put aside £1 million of funding
to help local communities, such as ours, take action to reduce our impact on
56

<RXU 3RVW 2IILFH 2XWUHDFK
.HHSLQJ VHUYLFHV DQG FRPPXQLWLHV DOLYH

h<>E 67 DZz 2875($&+

d, WK^dK&&/ /E d, ,hZ,
(YHU\ :HGQHVGD\ P WRSP
0DNHWKH PRVW RIWKLV LPSRUWDQW ORFDO IDFLOLW\

-RLQ \RXU QHLJKERXUV WKHUH
IRUWHD FDNH DQG DFKDW

&KXUFKLQIRUG  'LVWULFW &RPPXQLW\ 6KRS  3RVW 2IILFH
)RU LQIRUPDWLRQ FRQWDFW 5XWK  
VKRSPDQDJHU#FKXUFKLQIRUGVKRSFRXN

57

the natural world. So, we are particularly interested in ideas that we could
apply for funding to deliver across our parish. If you have any please do
come along and share, or if you can’t make the meeting please send ideas to
Jolyon Chesworth at the email below.
Everyone is welcome to attend this event, if you are a parent, a school teacher,
a faith leader, a farmer, a keen wildlife enthusiast or gardener or non of the
above, we can all work together to come up with solutions. Even if you are
unconvinced by the science and unsure if there is an emergency, come along
to find out more.
This workshop will be held online using Zoom, if you would like to join
please email jolyonchesworth@hotmail.com or call 07525 595205 and we
will give you the Zoom link to access the meeting.

Jolyon & Jo Chesworth

Buckland St Mary Church News
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)

Under Tier 2 Church services in Buckland will resume at 10:30 on 13th
December. There will be an 8:30 Communion at Birchwood on 20th
December. This will be followed by a 10:30 Benefice service at Pitminster
marking the departure (after Christmas) of the Revd. Dr Nick Griffin and
also the Pitminster Christmas Tree Festival to raise funds for the roof repairs.
Midnight Mass ‘up the hill’ is at 11:30pm on Christmas Eve. This is followed
by a 10:30 service at St Mary’s on Christmas Day.
I wish you all a very happy and safe Christmas.

Jon Mayled
Churchwarden
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Our thatching life …
, … featuring Ferrari the Thatcher, Daisy, her dog, some cattle and the
piglets … and a helpless kitten.
Time is a funny thing. We talk about ‘dog years’ where they live perhaps
one year for seven of ours, but piglets live at break neck speed it seems to me.
Having said they were time wasters, easy to watch as they grew in confidence
exploring their world, all of a sudden six weeks had passed and now they
are weaned, enjoying the apples left over from Daisy’s cider making at
Bollhayes and eating me out of house and home. 12 cute little piglets are fast
becoming 12 little pigs. The cattle are slower of course, ambling through life
at a much more peaceful pace … unless you’ve a sack of cow cake in hand
in which case ‘Bossy’ the lead cow does a great impression of a Thelwell
pony galloping across the field. Even so the 30 months seems to have rolled
around quick enough for Daisy’s first bullock to go off to the abattoir. She
and her daughter were out at first light to get him in to the trailer all calm
and kindness, while I slipped on the gate and fair threw myself over behind
him. Luckily, he took no notice of me, and just walked untroubled into the
trailer. Meanwhile the heifers are in calf we hope, so we can look forward to
new life in the spring.
The thatching work is much the same with time seeming to stretch out
forever on a large roof, and then to collapse to the density of a black hole
as the pressure mounts to keep people from leaking under all the rain. Of
late we’ve worked every day except the weekends we have with our children,
with Daisy working into the dark on one job, and me up and away early
to another. Prices of materials are volatile at the moment, with a lacklustre
wheat reed harvest at home and concerns for the costs of shipping water reed
mounting as we move toward Brexit. I imagine the growers are praying for
stable weather next year in these most unstable of times.
Halfway thru thatching this big roof we are on a mewling, yowling sound
punctuated our day, and again the next, and the next. Off the scaffold and
out to find the source of it: a tiny black kitten under a hedge at the edge of a
rabbit warren. No mother in sight; neither the customer nor the farmer knew
it or anything about it, other than it had been there for three days howling.
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THE YORK INN
Honiton Road, Churchinford. TA3 7RF
01823 601 333

NOW AVAILABLE: UPSTAIRS FUNCTION ROOM WITH
WIFI, PROJECTOR & SCREEN
IDEAL FOR MEETINGS, PRIVATE PARTIES
Country Pub offering a warm welcome
Log Fire. Large selection of Ales including local brews,
Games Room, Large screen TV. Monthly Meat Draw. Lots
of Special Events. Good wholesome food using local
ingredients lunchtime & evenings. Specials board &
Homemade Pie Board. Takeaway. Sunday Roasts.
Saturday Breakfast. Parties catered for. Patio Area.
Dogs Welcome

Email:theyorkinn@yahoo.com
www.yorkinn.co.uk
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It took some catching; several days of leaving food for it and waiting nearby,
still no sign of the mother, before tempting it into a crate. I turned the cattle
trailer into a kitten nursery, with branches to climb and toys to play with,
and now it’s in the dairy growing well and winding itself around my boots
purring louder than you’d think such a little thing could. Hopefully she will
stay about the yard and help guard the reed for us.
Then there was the white-tailed sea eagle I saw on the way to work, two days
in a row; absolutely massive. It’s things like this, saving the kitten, seeing
the eagle, taking part in all the cycles of the year that give me a feeling of
wonder and hope, hope for new life, the next season whatever it brings.
Certainly, there will be challenges, but there will be magic too. Wherever
you find your wonder or your magic, I hope you do this Christmas.

Alan Ferrari
Yarcombe & District Young Farmers
October has been a busy month for Yarcombe Young
Farmers, starting with our new officers settling into their
roles and organising a few activities. Thank you to last
years team and we wish the new officers every success in
the year ahead.
On Monday 19th October we entered two teams for
the East Devon round of Call my Bluff speaking competition, which was
held at Broadhembury village hall in a Covid safe way. The senior team
came 7th, thank you to Molly David, Jack Retter and Jack Tomlinson for
participating. The intermediate team came 3rd, well done to Vicky Pearse,
Henry Pearse & Lisa Johnson for participating in their first Young Farmers
speaking competition.
Next on the agenda we carried out our community project on Sunday 25th
October at Yarcombe village hall, tidying the area outside around the hall.
Around six members turned out to trim the hedges, tidying the car park and
strimmed the grass banks. A productive morning was had by all. Our hard
work was thanked by Helen Parris, she appreciated that members sacrificed
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Looking for a keep-fit class …?
Come along, socialise, meet new friends
and have fun getting fit!
WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

9.30-10.30am

6 - 7pm

9.30-10.30am

The Village Hall

West Monkton Village Hall

Trident Hall

Bishopswood

Monkton Heathfield

Galmington

Nr Chard, TA20 3RS

Taunton, TA2 8NE

Taunton, TA1 5NN

:HDUORRVHFRPIRUWDEOHFORWKHV WUDLQHUVRUQRQVOLSVKRHV
%ULQJDPDWRUWRZHODQGDGULQNPLQXWHVUHJLVWUDWLRQIROORZHGE\
PLQXWHVRIDHURELFEDVHGH[HUFLVHVIRUDOOOHYHOVRIILWQHVV

£6 per class
Term Time Only
No membership fees.
RSA/OCR Qualified Instructor

HEATHER SPARKS
TEL/TEXT: 07561 498365
EMAIL:
fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk
www.fitness4fun.wix.com/heather
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part of their weekend to assist with the annual tidying task and said how
tidy the work done looks.
The evening of Monday 26th October saw 22 members go to Greendale in
Exeter for a fun night indoor Go Karting. As a club we were lucky enough
to have this number of members attend due to the Covid safe rules by the
Go Karting venue. Well done to Bobby Barnes coming 1st, Richie Barnes
coming 2nd and Scott Burrough coming 3rd.
We encourage all members to stay involved and connected with Young
Farmers. If anyone would like to get involved in Young Farmers, we would
love you to join in our activities and still have a few officer vacancies. We
will keep you updated with any dates of events in the near future and plan
to try to organise some activities online. In the meantime, stay safe in this
next lockdown!
Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year! Let’s hope 2021 is a better year for
us all!
If anyone has any further questions please contact our Chairman Dan Olive
on 07811744714, or our Secretary Natalie Sampson on 07775591324

Natalie Sampson
Secretary
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Beware of phishing scams
Phishing is when a scammer emails you to get personal details such as
passwords. Your details can then be sold to other fraudsters and used to
commit crimes like identity theft and bank fraud.
This kind of scam is not limited to email. Requests like this can also come
via phone call (vishing), text message (smishing) and letter. The contact may
disguise themselves as a reputable organisation.
To protect yourself:
•

Remember, genuine organisations will never contact you by email or
text asking you to click on a link and provide passwords or any other
sensitive information.

•

If you receive an email, phone call, text or letter out of the blue never
give your personal details. If you’re worried it might be genuine, find the
contact details for the organisation through a trusted source and get in
touch with them independently.

•

Look out for common signs of a scam message, such as bad grammar,
spelling errors, and strange web links and ‘from’ email addresses.

•

Be vigilant – as with all scams, phishing attempts can be hard to
spot. If you are at all in doubt, find the contact details for the genuine
organisation online or on a letter and call them to check.

If you are worried you have been scammed:
•

Get advice from Citizens Advice on 03454 040506

•

Report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040

This article has been written by Devon, Somerset and Torbay Trading
Standards Service https://www.devonsomersettradingstandards.gov.uk/
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Be a part of
Census 2021
Census day is 21 March 2021.
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SOLAR PANELS & HEAT PUMPS

Your local,
established,
renewable
energy installer
www.lightworkenergy.co.uk
patrick@lightworkenergy.co.uk
01460 234930 07909 111629
Elm End, Hare Lane, Buckland St. Mary, TA20 3JS
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Tip 4: Register
Register your birds online and get
alerts on any outbreaks of bird ﬂu

www.gov.uk/guidance/poultry-registration
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Guitar Lessons
Electric, Acoustic, Bass, Classical and Ukulele lessons available
Lessons from a London College of Music Guitar Examiner, professional guitarist and
contributor to Guitar Techniques Magazine
Taught from dedicated space in Buckland St. Mary
harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com
01460 234829. 07928 590269
www.harrisonmarsh.co.uk
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JonDagger
Cooker / Kitchen
Appliance Engineer
Based in Hemyock
Over 35 years experience with
many manufacturers
inc. Rangemaster, Hotpoint,
Cannon and most others
Repairs to range-type or
built-in or freestanding cookers,
washing machines, dishwashers

07725 852322

73

IYENGAR ® YOGA
Classes at Otterford Parish Hall
with

Tanya Devonshire-Jones
*LY[PÄLK[LHJOLYVM0@,5.(9® yoga

Suitable for young or old, stiff or flexible, fit or not!

Mondays:
Tuesdays:
Fridays:

HT 0U[LYTLKPH[LJSHZZ
WT
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HT .LULYHSJSHZZ





Please bring a folded blanket and a yoga mat if you have one. Some mats available.
All other equipment provided. No need to book, just drop-in and pay per session.

7SLHZLWOVULVYLTHPSTLPM`V\OH]LHU`X\LYPLZ

07903 079939 tanya.yogateacher@gmail.com
® used with permission of BKS IYENGAR, Trade Mark Owner.
TM
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BIRD TABLES &
GARDEN PLANTERS
Free local
delivery

Planters & Troughs
Bat Boxes
Bird Tables & Boxes
Hedgehog Houses
Log Stores
www.blackdownwoodcrafts.co.uk
01823 601116 / 07711 504791
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1895 - 2020

Taking care of your loved ones with the dignity and respect that they deserve

Hemyock Funeral Directors
Est 1895

4th Generation
Independent Family Business
A complete personal service to suit your wishes,
arrangements can be made in the comfort
of your own home.
Serving the Blackdown Hills and Culm Valley

07860 390002
24 hours a day

Culmstock Road,
Hemyock, EX15 3RJ

pringandson@aol.com

Proud provider of Golden Charter Plans
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01884 32855

9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

/722VBMJGLBUJPO
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$PNQBOJPOTIJQ
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50 Fore Street,
Cullompton, EX15 1LB

www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk
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RINGBOROUGH DESIGN AND PLANNING

Helping you build
your dream home

Guillaume Dijon
Ringborough House
Churchinford, Taunton TA3 7EB

Telephone: 01823 421 049
Mobile: 07892 406 096
Email: gdijon@consultant.com
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Valid until 31.12.2021
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Maths Tuition
GCSE and A level Maths Tuition from Maths Post Graduate with Ten Years
Experience in One To One Tuition.
All Lessons Tailored to the Individual, taught in a dedicated teaching space in
Buckland St. Mary.
DBS Checked.
01460 234829 07928 590269
harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com
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Advertising in the CBO News - Scale of Charges
Size of advertisement in millimetres

Monthly

Annually

Pink Pages

B/W Colour (no commercial
advertisements)
(1/4 x A5 Size) 124w x 44h (Landscape) £7
£47 £80
N/A
(1/4 x A5 Size) 61w x 91h (Portrait)
£7
£47 £80
N/A
(1/2 x A5 Size) 124w x 91h (Landscape) £16
£78 £150 £2
(A5 Size) 124w x 185h (Portrait)
£23
£125 £280 £4
The CBO News accepts no liability for:
1. Any claims made by advertisers.
2. Any errors or omissions in the advertisement as submitted by the advertiser.
3. Any legal action as a result of the advertisement.
Acceptance of an advert into the Pink Pages is at the discretion of the CBO News
editorial team. We seek to uphold the purpose of the Pink Pages - namely to support
local charities, community groups and clubs, fund-raising activities, and non-commercial
activities, either taking place in the CBO parishes, or in the wider area where they may
be deemed to be of interest to our readers - by charging a nominal advertising fee that
is reﬂective of the non-commercial nature of the event taking place.

Copy deadlines for the January 2021 issue:
Adverts: noon, Monday 7th December 2020
Editorial: noon, Monday 14th December 2020
Editor:

Jon Mayled - 1 Stephens Cottages, Buckland St Mary, TA20 3SL
email: editors@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234181

Advertising Manager &
Treasurer:

Josh Strickland - Beech House, Bishopswood, TA20 3RS
e-mail: adverts@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234144

Pink Pages:

Dave Jefferies - email: pinkpages@cbonews.org.uk

Subscription Managers:

Churchstanton - Pat Stenning - 1 Lambpark Court, Churchinford, TA3 7PL
Tel: 01823 602926
Buckland St Mary - Bill Butt - Old Post Office, Buckland St Mary, Chard,
TA20 3SJ Tel: 01460 234225
Otterford - Penny Gale - Lower Fyfett Barn, Otterford, Chard, TA20 3QP
Tel: 01823 601577

Cover Photo:

© Oliver Hellowell 2020
https://www.facebook.com/OliverHellowellPhotographer/

The CBO News team is nominated by the Parish Councils & Parochial Church Councils of
Churchstanton, Buckland St Mary & Otterford. The Editor’s decision to publish is ﬁnal.
Opinions expressed are those of the contributors not the editorial team.
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Hemyock
Monday:

Surgery & DIspensary
08.00 - 18.30*

Tuesday:

08.00 - 18:30*

Wednesday:

08.00 - 18.30*

Thursday:

08.00 - 18.30*

Friday:

08.00 - 18.30*

Saturday:

08:00 - 11:00

The Blackdown Practice
Churchinford
15.00 - 18.00
08.30 - 12.30
15.00 - 18.00
08.30 - 12.30
08.30 - 12.30
15.00 - 18.00
08.30 - 12.30

Dunkeswell
08.30 - 12.30
15.00 - 18.00
08.30 - 12.30
08.30 - 12.30
15.00 - 18.00
08.30 - 12.30
08.30 - 12.30

* Hemyock dispensary is closed between 1.00 and 2.00.
Hemyock:

Appointments & enquiries
Dispensary
Fax (Repeat prescriptions)
Appointments & enquiries
Appointments & Dispensary
Elizabeth McNabb

Churchinford:
Dunkeswell:
Blackdown Support Group:

Church View Surgery
8.00 - 6.30
8.00 - 6.30
8.00 - 6.30
8.00 - 6.30
8.00 - 6.30

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

Appointments & enquiries
Dispensary
Hospitals: Musgrove Park
Honiton & District
Yeovil & District

01823 680206
01823 680007
01823 680680
01823 681700
01823 681720
01823 681036

01823 333444
01404 540540
01935 475122

Chard & District
St Margaret’s Hospice

01460 55300
01460 55511
01460 238220
01823 259394

Police
Buckland St Mary
(Chard Rural West)
Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant:
Neighbourhood Beat Manager:
Police Community Support Officers:

Rob Jameson
Alan Hollick
Gareth Allington
Julie Middleditch

Neighbourhood Watch:

Neil Arnold - neil.j.arnold@gmx.co.uk

Churchstanton & Otterford
(East Taunton & Rural)
Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant:
Charmaine Dyne
Police Community Support Officers:
Tony Wearmouth 07889 655312
Steve Chapman steve.chapman@avonand somerset.police.uk
Partnership Support Office:
Emma Tyson
Non-urgent reporting: 101 - if something is URGENT (burglary / ﬁght in progress etc.) ring 999
0800-55111 To report suspicious activity and intelligence matters anonymously through Crime stoppers
Email: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact-us/
Website: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk
Letters: Taunton Police Station, The Deane House, Belvedere Road, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1HE
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Useful Contact Details

Please contact us if you have any changes you would like us to make to this list.
Churchstanton: http://www.churchstantonpc.co.uk
Somerset West & Taunton District Councillor – Ross Henley

01823 665988
Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Ian Firth
Cllr.I.Firth@churchstantonpc.co.uk
0781 3214535
Clerk to the Parish Council - Julie Wardle
clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk
01823 299788
Village Hall bookings - Denise Lloyd
01823 602700
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris
01823 421395
Churchstanton Primary School: Head Teacher - Claire Halstead
01823 601354
SCH.105@educ.somerset.gov.uk
Churchinford Community Shop
01823 601026
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper
01823 601347
Tower Captain - Ian Hooper
01823 601347
Buckland St Mary: http://www.buckland-st-mary.org.uk
South Somerset District Councillors – Jenny Kenton

07921 574019
jenny.kenton@southsomerset.gov.uk
– Martin Wale
01460 65190
martin.wale@southsomerset.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Keith Every
01460 234620
Clerk to the Parish Council - Veronica Moore
vmmoore21@hotmail.co.uk
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board
01460 234200
Neighbourhood Watch - Neil Arnold
01460 234693
Buckland St Mary C.E. Primary School: CEO - Suzanne Flack
01460 234251
Executive Head of School - Gareth Nation
http://www.bucklandstmaryceprimaryschool.sch.uk
Churchwarden - Jon Mayled
01460 234181
Tower Captain - Keith Every
01460 234620
Otterford: http://otterfordparishcouncil.org
Somerset West & Taunton District Councillor – Ross Henley
Chair of the Parish Council - Mike Canham
Clerk to the Parish Council - Penny Hart
Village Hall bookings - Amanda Williams
The Hub - Communications - Peter Naylor
Churchwarden - David Ruthven

01823 665988
Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk
01460 234639
mike.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
01460 234639
01460 234264
bookings@otterfordparishhall.co.uk
01823 601106
01823 601455

General:
Somerset County Councillor (Buckland St Mary) - Amanda Broom
Somerset County Councillor (Otterford & Churchstanton) - John Thorne
Blackdown Community Bus

blackdownbus@gmail.com

01460 62102
01823 663146
JBThorne@somerset.gov.uk
07762 813967

Bishopswood Chapel
Chris Sussex
Blackdown Benefice
Rector - Revd Jim Fallon
Associate Priest - Revd Dr Nick Griffin

01460 234270
revfallon@btinternet.com
ngriffin84@gmail.com (Wed/Sun)

Blackdown Hills AONB - Katherine Findlay
TDBC Health Response Unit
Wessex Water
Bristol Water
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01823 421757
07724 066293

01823 680682
katherine.ﬁndlay@devon.gov.uk
01823 356337
0845 6004600
0800 373501

The Whyte House Dental Group,
89 Fore Street, Topsham, Exeter
Telephone: 01392 877494
www.thewhytehouse.com
A life-changing alternative to conventional full dentures

ATTENTION DENTURE WEARERS
ARE YOU HAVING ANY OF THESE ISSUES WITH YOUR DENTURES
Gum ulcers
Bone pain
Multiple clinical visits to adjust them
Dentures move
Worried about eating out

Have to use glue at every meal and hate the taste
Worried the glue is not healthy
Loss confidence and they look fake
Can’t see the teeth when you smile
Can’t eat apples, steak, tomatoes

FREE IMPLANT CONSULTATION
THE
SOLUTIONS

1. Fixed teeth in a day.
(Teeth screwed in)

Monthly Payments

Single implant from £66 per month.
T and Cs apply

2. Dentures stabilised by 2 implants.

Full assessment needed to establish if you are suitable for the treatment
Finance packages. (T&Cs; Apply)

“Delighted with my fixed bridge and after care at The Whyte
House. They feel like my own teeth.“
Geoff Topsham
“The difference it has made to me from eating out to my
smile, money well spent”
Maria Devon
“I have had a lot of problems with my teeth and Grant has
been the only dentist to give me hope for an acceptable
outcome. I really appreciate the rapport and honest
conversation we have had and continue to have.
Thank you Grant.”
D.T Devon

RESULT - EAT THE FOODS YOU LOVE
Fixed teeth in a day by an expert.
Dr Brookshaw first qualified in 1996 from the University of Dundee. Then in 1999 he gained his Masters degree in
Oral Surgery from the University of Sheffield and further extended his clinical qualification in 2001 by completing an
18 month Implant Training Programme.
In 2009, he attained the highest honours award in the implant masters program from University of California Los Angeles/Gide program.
Richard was also one of the first six in the UK to gain The Diploma in Implant Dentistry from the Royal College of Surgeons,
Edinburgh at its first sitting.
Dr Richard Brookshaw BDS BMedSci (oral surgery) Dip Imp Dent RCS Ed (practice limited to implant dentistry)
GDC number 72150
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Ŷ Hold your special celebration or wedding in our
stunning clubhouse or join in our organised social
activities.

Taunton & Pickeridge Golf Club, Corfe, Taunton TA3 7BY
Telephone: 01823 421537
mail@tauntongolf.co.uk www.tauntongolf.co.uk

We look forward to welcoming you

And for the more active, our 2020 membership is now open with flexible categories from just £199. Outside or
inside, make this the year you try something or somewhere new. Follow us on
and
for our latest offers.

Ŷ Lounge in our bar over coffee and cake, a refreshing
cold drink and our range of daytime homemade pub
classics and snacks.
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Ŷ Book our airy, luxurious conference room from just
£25 for local businesses and community groups.

More than just a Golf Club

Ŷ Enjoy a Sunday carvery with unrivalled countryside
views. Choose 1, 2 or 3 courses from £10.95.
Booking essential.
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