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Private Coach Hire
Hire one of our luxury coaches to take
your club or group on a day out or to a
VSRUWLQJȴ[WXUH:HRHUDLUFRQGLWLRQHG
FRDFKHVZLWKDWVHDW86%FKDUJLQJ2XU
professional drivers look forward to
WDNLQJ\RXWR\RXUGHVWLQDWLRQ

M.O.T. Service
%RRND&ODVV&ODVVRU&ODVV027
DWRXUSXUSRVHEXLOWZRUNVKRSV:HFDQ
DFFRPPRGDWHODUJHFDPSHUYDQVWRR
2XUH[SHULHQFHGPHFKDQLFVRHUWKHLU
wealth of knowledge to ensure your
YHKLFOHLVVDIH OHJDOWRGULYH

Day Trips from Hatch Green Coaches

COACHES

([SORUHWKHZHVWFRXQWU\RQRQHRIRXUGD\WULSV)URPFRDVWDOWRZQVWRKLVWRULFFLWLHV
ZHRHUDUDQJHRIGHVWLQDWLRQVIRU\RXWRHQMR\/RFDOSLFNXSSRLQWVPDNHLWHYHQ
HDVLHUIRU\RXWRHQMR\DGD\RXW9LHZRXUZHEVLWHIRUWKHODWHVWGHVWLQDWLRQVDQGGDWHV

PLEASE CONTACT US TO BOOK TODAY

www.hatchgreencoaches.co.uk
Call us today: 01823 480 338 | Email: info@hatchgreencoaches.co.uk
Hatch Green Coaches | Hatch Green Garage, Taunton, Somerset, TA3 6TN
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Editorial
Dear Readers,
Month seven of the online only CBO News.
The Editorial Team are meeting regularly to look at different ways in which
we can reach out further to those who are not online. We are hoping to
consult with our readers about this in the next two months. Our aim is to
develop CBO News in such away that it is available to all our readers while
still being able to observe all the restrictions which are likely to be with us
for some considerable time it seems.
CBO News will be continue to be online only until further notice at https://
www.cbonews.org.uk. CBO News online is free.
However, this month has presented a much more difficult problem. When
most of the articles were sent in the country appeared to be moving back to
somed sort of normality. Then, in the last few days we have been told that
we are, indeed, going back into lockdown.
Before attempting to attend any of the events or venues mentioned, please
contact the organisers to check what is happening. It is probable that most
of these will now have been cancelled.
Otterford and Buckland St Mary have relaunched their Covid-19 support
services. We have not yet heard from Churchinford but will post on Facebook
as soon as we know what is happening there.
Until next month,

Jon, Josh & Dave

While the editor welcomes material for publication in the CBO News, it is not guaranteed that any item will be
included or will appear in a particular edition. The right to edit or shorten any items which are used is reserved.
Publication is in good faith and does not imply accuracy3of content or agreement with views expressed.

OTTERFORD HELPING HAND
RESTARTS
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement of a second national
‘lockdown’ we have restarted the Otterford Helping Hand Scheme.
There is (so far) no formal shielding scheme this time, but it seems likely that
some more vulnerable residents may/will not want to venture out to places
where there are other people. We will, therefore, try to meet any individual
requests for assistance – principally shopping (in local shops), picking up
prescriptions, posting mail and walking dogs. We also have a few books if you
are short of reading material and can offer a friendly telephone-chat.
At this stage Churchinford Shop has no plans for bulk orders/deliveries
(continuing with its normal service), and by the time you read this the
Blackdown Practice will have decided whether to reinstate delivery rounds.
We are ready to help with either if needed.
We will not offer to provide cash (against a cheque, BACS transfer or IOU) this
time – as none was needed in the March to June lockdown.

If you need help please contact Penny Hart, our Parish Clerk, on 01460 234639
or penny.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
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BUCKLAND ST MARY COVID-19 SUPPORT GROUP
PARISH COUNCIL

THE CHURCH

F.O.B.S.

November 1 2020
Now the government restrictions have been tightened
up again and we enter a second lockdown
we need one another’s help even more
If you need help with shopping, collecting
medicine or just want advice or a chat
or to volunteer yourself
Contact Jon Mayled
01460 24181 / 07768328711
jonmayled@btinternet.com
to be put in touch with one of our volunteers.
Volunteers and those who can offer assistance can also join
the Buckland St Mary Nextdoor group on your phone.
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Blackdown Benefice
The Benefice churches are now only open for private prayer.
Keep up-to-date about the regular Zoom services by visiting the
Benefice website: https://www.blackdownbenefice.org.uk or joining
our Facebook group. Please remember that you are required to
wear a mask in Church.

Bishopswood Chapel
All Chapel Services and Bible Study meetings are cancelled until further
notice.

Jon’s Thought
As we approach Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day on 11th
November, we wonder how these will be marked as we once again live under
the lockdown of Covid-19. There will be fewer people on the streets than
usual, none of the usual church services and fewer poppies on display.
In the relatively recent past the only colour of poppy worn for Armistice was
red. It is, of course, this poppy which is the symbol of the British Legion
and the annual Poppy Appeal. This red paper poppy was first adopted as a
symbol for those who fought in the First World War, and was introduced by
the American Legion in 1921. It was, of course, heralded in the 1915 poem
In Flanders Fields by John McCrae:
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
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In recent years most of us will have become aware of different coloured
poppies.
The White Poppy was first adopted as an alternative symbol of remembrance
in the 1930s. It was designed by the Co-operative Women’s Guild in 1933
and adopted the following year by the Peace Pledge Union (PPU) “There are
three elements to the meaning of white poppies: they represent remembrance
for all victims of war, a commitment to peace and a challenge to attempts to
glamorise or celebrate war” (PPU website).
The Purple Poppy Campaign
was first founded by Animal
Aid, the UK’s oldest and
largest animal rights group,
in order to remember the
millions of animals who
killed during the First
World War and to honour
the animals in service today.
Approximately eight million
horses, donkeys, and pigeons
were killed in the First World War. In 2016 the campaign was spearheaded
by Murphy’s Army, a West Yorkshire charity group for missing animals.
The Black Poppy is most commonly associated with the remembrance of
black, African, and Caribbean contributions to the war effort. The initiative,
titled “Black Poppy Rose,” was launched in 2010 and aims to make the
black poppy a nation-wide symbol of remembrance. However, In 2014
the black poppy was embraced as an anti-war symbol by the Stop the War
Coalition which distributed 16,000 black poppies in memory of World War
I conscientious objectors.
The Khadi Poppy was launched for Remembrance Day 2018 – the 100th
anniversary of the end of the First World War – by Lord Jitesh Gadhia and
the Royal British Legion. This design, which was the same deep red as the
original poppy is made from khadi, a traditional hand-woven cloth from
India. The idea behind the khadi poppy was to pay tribute to and raise
awareness of the service to the British Empire of people from South Asia
during the First World War.
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Keeping connected!
As we continue to move through the Covid-19 pandemic, we are
looking at new ways to keep people informed of what is happening
and also to offer support in any way in which we can.
On our website CBO News you will find the latest edition and also
more Covd-19 information. You can also join us on Facebook at
CBO News.
With have been planning for the future and hope that soon we will
be able to consult our readers on plans for the way forward.
The Blackdown Benefice website contains details of online services
etc. There is also a new Benefice Facebook group.
The Blackdown Support Group is also on Facebook
On WhatsApp there is a Bishopswood / Otterford group.
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The subcontinent suffered greatly during the conflict. “Muslim, Sikh and
Hindu men volunteered in the Indian Expeditionary Force, which was the
largest of the British Empire’s Armed Forces besides the British Army itself.
… Indian troops were awarded over 13,000 medals for their brave service.
Among them was Khudadad Khan, who was the first Indian and Muslim
recipient of the Victoria Cross in 1914.” (Major Naveed Muhammad)
There have been many long-standing debates about wearing poppies
involving politicians, sports personalities, television presenters and many
others.
The Royal British Legion is clear that the red poppy is not a sign of support
for war and death. Indeed, when it was first adopted, it represented mourning
and served as a pledge that war must never happen again. The words “never
again” were emblazoned on the original design.
The Legion has no problem with the different colours of the poppies, saying:
“We have no objection to white poppies, or any group expressing their views.
We see no conflict in wearing the red poppy alongside the white poppy.”
In the hope of an eventual end to war in this world, it is essential to remember
the sacrifices made during warfare, not just by the military but thousands
of civilians as well, and by conscientious objectors such as the Quakers who
willing gave their lives in the front-lines of battle. Although it is right that
the Church reflects these sacrifices in services, it is just as important to
remember the Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs, atheists and others who rose
to the call to save the world from evil.
For all of these:
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
From For the Fallen – Robert Laurence Binyon

Jon
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We’’re onlyy a phonee calll away
-

A NEW ‘FRIENDLY PHONE CALLS’’ SERVICE

A FREE,, CONFIDENTIAL,, EXTENDED
INFORMATION AND ADVICE SERVICE

A NEW DEDICATED CORONAVIRUS SUPPORT WEBSIITE
E

As part of the Somerset Mental Health Alliance, we are working alongside other voluntary sector
organisations, including Mindline, Re-Think and MIND, to ensure support is readily available to those
struggling with anxiety, worry and depression.

Registered Charity no: 1015900
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Bishop Peter’s message
As a vicar one thing I really enjoyed, even though it seemed to come round
rather quickly, was writing the letter for the parish magazine. I know that
not all parishes are able to produce a parish magazine and some find a website
is a better way to communicate with people, however, I do still appreciate
reading them when I can. So, I would like to express my thanks to all those
involved in writing, editing and producing parish magazines. They are often
still an effective way to share what we are doing in our churches and to share
with others the good news of the gospel.
Recently I was reading one which had an article by someone recalling a
visit made to the north west of the USA some 40 years ago. They spoke
about the warmth of their welcome and the joy of being invited to preach in
the church. What caught my eye, was that they remembered visiting Lake
Wallowa where it is said: ‘the air is so pure and the sky so clear that one
can see the dawn of the day after tomorrow!’ What a glorious expression.
Of course, the truth is that we don’t know what the future holds and at the
moment things are challenging and uncertain for all of us and indeed for
the world.
One night recently when I was in hospital, unable to sleep and waiting for
the dawn to break, I found myself singing the words of One More Step Along
the Way I go which has the chorus: ‘And it’s from the old I travel to the new,
Keep me travelling along with you’. Maybe as we look to the future, with the
joys and challenges that it will bring, that should be our prayer – Lord help
us to travel with you wherever you may be leading.
With my warmest greetings,

+Peter Bath et Well:
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Churchinford & District Community Shop
Before you go to town, try the Churchinford Community Shop
Over 2000 items in stock & competitive pricing!

Daily deliveries of quality Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
Milk, Dairy & Free-range eggs
Bread, Cakes, Pasties, Fresh Local Meat
News & Stationery
Over 25 local suppliers

Post Office
Mon – Fri Dm – 3pm
Mail, Banking, Withdrawal & Deposits, Health Lottery, Bill Payment

Shop
Mon am – 5pm
Tues DP±SP
Wed DP±SP
Thurs DP±SP
Fri DP±SP
Sat 9am – 2pm
Sun – Closed
Churchinford & District Community Shop
Churchinford
TA3 7DJ
Tel: 01823 601026
Email: shopmanager@churchinfordshop.co.uk
www.churchinfordshop.co.uk
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Thoughts from Bishopswood
I have a friend who is a Christian. He has a great nephew who is in his
teens and is into such things as skate boarding. Recently he had a very bad
accident something that involved him hitting his head very hard on the
concrete producing significant damage to his skull, bleeding on the brain
and brain damage itself. Things looked very bad and it was questionable
whether he would live and if he did, whether he would be a cabbage or
able to live anything like a normal life again. He was in hospital and under
intensive care.
The Christians in the family prayed about the situation asking God for
healing and peace for his parents as well as the rest of his family. His parents
aren’t Christians. Whether they prayed about the situation and asked for
God to intervene, I don’t know but what I know is that they not only
encouraged the Christians to pray but asked that they did so. They showed
considerable enthusiasm in their requests for prayer for their son.
Considering the initial situation what happened was remarkable in that
the lad made great strides in his recovery and now is back at school and,
although still suffering a level of memory loss, is able to learn and is expected
to do well.
One would have thought that having seen what the Christians there would
describe as an intervention of God that those parents would be making
some move towards God and wanting to explore Christianity more but none
of it. There can be no doubt that the medical profession did a really excellent
job but they did ask for prayer, they got that prayer and God can use the
medics to accomplish what he wants.
This isn’t the only case I have experienced recently when someone has asked
for God’s help but once they had what they wanted, have totally ignored
him. I have come across a man whose hands were badly injured and promised
God that if he would provide healing he would follow him only to forget
about it for years and years.
What does God say about this? What is his attitude to those that treat him
in this way? He could say, “Human beings are ungrateful sods,” and turn
off any concern or love for them completely. We’d be very tempted to do
13

Coronavirus
Wash your hands
more often
for 20 seconds
Use soap and water or a hand sanitiser when you:
• Get home or into work
• Blow your nose, sneeze or cough
• Eat or handle food

CORONAVIRUS

PROTECT
For more information and the Government’s
Action Plan go to nhs.uk/coronavirus
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YOURSELF
& OTHERS

exactly that.
We don’t go much for the word sin these days but wouldn’t it be reasonable
to consider such lack of gratitude sin? If you are prepared to go that far
you will find that God doesn’t turn off his love and care but has gone the
extra mile giving the life of his Son, Jesus to pay the price and purchase
forgiveness for it and has that forgiveness on permanent offer for those that
will turn to him.
That is all it needs. You may not understand church or what is said there,
you may find it tedious and boring, you may not see the need for it and hate
the idea but you might just find some people there who have experienced the
love of Jesus and can help you to get to know about him better.

Nyall

Buckland St Mary Parish Council
1st October 2020
Declarations of Interest
Councillor Barton declared in interest in Planning application 8(ii)
Matters arising
The Clerk reported that a quote had been received from Somerset Forge for
the replacement of the missing fingerpost arm and finial for £650 + VAT,
labour costs £240 (max) + VAT which was accepted.
She had also contacted Hastoe Housing Association about the appearance of
their properties at Little Hill and the company were investigating when the
next maintenance was due.
Councillor Parsons reported that he had contacted all the companies
involved in the VE Day Celebrations which had had to be postponed this
year due to coronavirus, and none of them had a problem with the proposed
new date to hold the celebrations on the 3rd July 2021.
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0330 229 1700
8am-11pm

7 days a week

LISTENING CHAPLAINCY PHONELINE
Serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire
We are a faith-based service oﬀering chaplaincy support
for people of all faiths and none in mes of emergency
Are you recently bereaved or concerned about end of life issues?
Are you a key worker overwhelmed by what you are facing or dealing with at work?
Are you worried about someone who is seriously ill, especially if you can’t visit them?
Are you anxious about the eﬀect that the COVID 19 crisis is having on your life?
Maybe you would just like someone from the faith communi es to talk to.

If you live in the Bristol, Somerset or South Gloucestershire area:

Call 0330 229 1700 ● 8am-11pm ● 7 days a week

CARING and CONFIDENTIAL
The Faith Communi es Major Emergencies Team serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire
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County Councillor and District Councillor reports
County Councillor Broom had emailed a Highways Update and pointed
out that grit bin filling would take place this month.
District Councillor Kenton issued a written report, as follows:
District Councillors were still working remotely and on zoom, although
District Councillors Wale and Kenton had started to go out to look at some
potentially difficult planning applications. District Councillor Kenton
reported that both she and her husband had had Covid antibody tests which
proved that we both had Covid in March.
There had been reports of quite a few missed bin collections of late and this
can be reported online at the Somerset Waste Partnership website www.
somersetwaste.gov.uk. Reporting had gone mostly online now if parishioners
were able to use this process for most Council related reporting it would
save officer time during this time. Most services were available at www.
southsomerset.gov.uk or www.somerset.gov.uk .
The Octagon Theatre would be opened with limited spaces and socially
distanced shows (some live streamed) from 11th December until 3rd January.
Careline is an emergency response system for people who needed extra
reassurance while living at home and in these difficult times. It costs £4.10
a week and they will also ring residents with a comfort call for £1 if needed.
Green initiatives schemes:
South Somerset had submitted an application to participate in the Dept for
Transports E-scooter scheme using an operator lead trial in Yeovil.
They have also started a scheme lending litter picking kits to members of
the public to help keep our area clean and free of litter. The team at Lufton
can be contacted to collect the kit and with advice about keeping safe at this
time.
More trees would be given away this year and Parishes were being asked to
look and see where young trees might be planted.
SSDC gives grants for community environmental projects as well as the
normal grant scheme for Area West. This new extension to the community
grant scheme places environmental progression at its core, offering funding
17
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for communities to inspire environmental projects across South Somerset’s
local landscape.
October is International walk to school month, for more information visit
www.livingstreets.org.uk
Vacancy for Parish Councillor
South Somerset District Council reported that there were no applications for
the current vacancy so the Parish Council were now able to co-opt someone
to fill this vacancy.
Planning
(i)

Adjoining parish

Application
No.
Applicant
Proposal
Location

20/00366/HOU
Erection of a single storey rear extension
Treetops House Hare Lane Buckland St Mary TA20
3JT

The Council had no comments to make on this application, which was in
an adjoining parish.
(ii)
Application
No.
Applicant
Proposal

Location

20/02662/DPO
Mr & Mrs Mogford
Application to discharge section 106 agreement dated
24th May 1996, attached to approval 9600152 between
South Somerset District Council, Toby Trevor Fury
Mottram and Penelope Ann Mottram in relation to
non-fragmentation of holding
Madgeon Lane Farm Birchwood Road Buckland St
Mary TA20 3QG

After full discussion, the Parish Council were unanimously in favour of
retaining the 106 agreement.
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(iii)
Application
No.
Applicant
Proposal

Location

20/02428/S73
Mr & Mrs C Tratt
Application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of
approval 20/00138/FUL to reposition the dwelling 2.5m
further to the east of the approved siting
Staple Hill Farm Castlemain Buckland St Mary TA20
3RB

The Parish Council were in favour of this application.
(iv)
Application
No.
Applicant
Proposal
Location

20/02439/FUL
Retention of veranda structure, use of land as domestic
curtilage, and proposed timber cladding to handrails
Tanlake Farm Madgeon Lane Otterford Buckland St
Mary

The Parish Council had no objections to this application.
Reform of local government in Somerset
Councillor Barton reported on her Zoom meeting with the CEO and the
Leader of SSDC on ‘Stronger Somerset’. It had been suggested that two
unitary authorities, as opposed to Somerset County Council’s ‘One Somerset’
for one unitary authority, would work together and provide a better delivery
of services across Somerset. SSDC would link with Mendip and Somerset
and Taunton West would link with Sedgemoor, taking the east/west option
as opposed to the north/south option. Parish Councillors felt more aligned
with Taunton than Yeovil.
The Minister of State would be deciding the outcome of the two proposals,
probably some time in December 2020.
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Churchinford Film Club
We are back. We are now able to show films in the Village Hall.
Wednesday November 4 at 2.30 (doors open at 2 pm and 7.30 pm (doors
open at 6.45 pm)

1917 (15)
At the height of the First World War, two young British soldiers,
Schofield (George MacKay) and Blake (Dean-Charles Chapman) are
given a seemingly impossible mission. In a race against time, they must
cross enemy territory and deliver a message that will stop a deadly attack
on hundreds of soldiers.
Wednesday December 4 at 2.30 (doors open at 2 pm) and 7.30 pm (doors
open at 6.45 pm)

Harriet (12A)
Based on the inspirational life of an iconic American freedom fighter,
Harriet tells the extraordinary tale of Harriet Tubman’s escape from
Slavery and transformation into one of America’s greatest heroes. Her
courage, ingenuity and tenacity freed hundreds of slaves and changed
the course of history.
Numbers in Churchinford Village Hall are limited in the pandemic so
please email morrisbandd@gmail.com to let us know if you are coming. If
the evening performance gets full we will suggest going in the afternoon
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Climate Emergency Fund
Somerset County Council have set up a Climate Emergency Community
Fund Scheme where town, parish and city councils across Somerset are
invited to bid for between £5000 and £75,000 for innovative projects that
can make a real difference in contributing to making Somerset resilient to
the effects of climate change.
Several suggestions had been received by the Parish Council and after
discussion, it was agreed unanimously to invite Jolyon Chesworth to attend
the next meeting to talk through the suggestions received and to give the
Parish Council his expertise and some advice to enable the Council to put
in a bid.
Three Little Words
Street addresses do not give precise locations, such as building entrances,
and do not exist for parks and many rural locations. It is then difficult to
find places and prevent people from describing exactly where help is needed
in an emergency. ‘Three Little Words’ is an app where the world had been
divided into 3 metre squares and each square had a unique combination of
three words to find and share exact locations. Parishioners could download
this useful app on their smart phones.
Finance
(i)
The Clerk reported that she had raised a complaint with NatWest
after several incidences of misinformation.
(ii)

Outstanding accounts were agreed

Matters for report
The Chair proposed the planting of a wild cherry tree in memory of
Councillor Steve Albon, and this was unanimously agreed. He wondered if
the school would allow this to be planted behind the memorial stone, and
Councillor Barton would look into that.
The Chair also reported that openreach would like to put a seat in the village
in memory of Steve Albon and asked the Parish Council where it could to
be located. It was suggested that it could be sited at Loose Cross, which was
23

The Somerset Bereavement
Support Service is here if
you’ve been bereaved and
need emotional support or
someone to talk to.

How we can help
Marie Curie Companions can provide bereavement support for
people across Somerset who are over the age of 18. This service
provides telephone support calls with compassionate
volunteers. They’ve all completed speciﬁc training, including how to
support people in sensitive situations and dealing with difﬁcult
subjects, such as death, dying and bereavement.
In addition, a further six sessions of one to one bereavement
counselling can be provided by experienced bereavement support
workers at Mind in Somerset specialist bereavement service. Mind in
Somerset support adults and children aged 12+ . They can work in a
whole family setting if needed.
We are here to help and welcome your call.
9am to 5pm, Monday to Saturday.

Call us on 0800 304 7412
In partnership with

Charity reg no. 207994 (England & Wales), SC038731 (Scotland) F446e
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Ben Gold/Marie Curie

Bereavement support

part of Councillor Albon’s route when walking his dog. The existing seat
could be removed, repaired and put somewhere else in the parish.
A parishioner had reported a lot of dog fouling in the road at Blackwater. The
Clerk would find out the cost of signs and bins and District Councillor Wale
would enquire if Buckland St Mary could be added to SSDC’s collection
round.
Councillor Aplin reported that the road subsidence in TA20 3QQ had not
been repaired although first reported last autumn and then again in July
2020, and the Clerk would contact SSDC again.
Wessex Water wanted to put a new water main on a rented piece of Parish
Council land. The Chair had advised the tenant that a bore hole would be
drilled on the 12 October 2020, and the work was projected to take place
mid-November.
The Council were unable to give a donation to Radio Ninesprings as any
Parish Council donations had to be kept within the parish under their
Standing Orders.
Date and time of next meeting
The next meeting will be held virtually on Thursday 12th November 2020,
at 8.00 pm.

Veronica Moore
These notes are taken from the draft minutes. When agreed at the next
meeting, full minutes will be posted on the Parish website.
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Buckland St Mary Rainfall
The 22nd of September brought the Autumn Equinox, a period often
associated with storms and changeable weather. However, September proved
to be a fairly benign month and we experienced some days of an ‘Indian
Summer’ until 4th October when Storm Alex – named by the French
[they’ve now decided to get in on the act with the Irish and the Dutch!] –
arrived.
Total rainfall for September was 33.05 mm (1.30 ins.). The wettest day was
the 30th with 20.50 mm of rain (0.81 ins.; 62.03% of the total), followed
by the 23rd with 4.10 mm (0.16 ins.; 12.41%), the 28th with 3.80 mm (0.15
ins.; 11.50%), the 6th and the 22nd both with 1.60 mm (0.06 ins.; 4.84%)
each. The 21-year average for September was 63.73 mm (2.51 ins.). 2020 was
3rd driest of the period.
September

Mm

Inches

September

mm

inches

2000

139.1

5.19

2011

44.2

1.74

2001

39.0

1.54

2012

64.6

2.54

2002

38.9

1.53

2013

52.1

2.05

2003

14.4

0.57

2014

10.4

0.41

2004

48.7

1.92

2015

71.05

2.80

2005

44.3

1.74

2016

79.50

3.13

2006

80.3

3.16

2017

102.80

4.05

2007

46.4

1.82

2018

72.35

2.85

2008

100.1

3.94

2019

171.80

6.76

2009

34.5

1.36

2020

33.05

1.30

2010

91.2

3.59

Comparison of the first 9-months of the last six years is as follows:
2015

712.3 mm

28.04 ins.

2016

753.10 mm

29.65 ins.

2017

841.60 mm

33.13 ins.

2018

745.10 mm

29.33 ins.

2019

800.95 mm

31.53 ins.

2020

808.95 mm

31.85 ins.
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setting and achieving high educational standards through a creative, ambitious enquiry-based curriculum supporting our children to
reach their full potential.
fully exploiting our rural setting to inspire creativity and embrace outdoor learning opportunities.
providing an exciting and inclusive environment for our children to learn and develop, nurturing their health, emotional and social
well-being.
empowering children for the next step of their learning journey.
collaborating with children, staff, governors, parents and friends to become positive members of our wider community.

If this sounds like the start in life you want for your child, then do book a visit with Ms Coles in the school office on 01823 601354. More
information and details about our curriculum can be found on our website - www.churchstanton.somerset.sch.uk. We look forward
to hearing from you. Mrs C Halstead, Headteacher.

x
x

x
x

x

We work together to support our children to become Respectful, Responsible, Resilient, Risk-takers with a caring attitude to the
world around them; each with an enquiring mind setting them ready to be educated citizens. We achieve this by:

“A unique Place to begin your child’s education.”
Our School Vision and Values

Churchstanton Primary School

The 21-year average for Three-Quarters was 715.15 mm (28.16 ins.). 2018
was in 14th driest 9-month position. 2003 remains driest with 526.60 mm
[20.73 ins.].
Buckland St Mary Daily Rainfall for September 2020
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Yarty Gardening Club
It may be some time before the club can meet together to chat
about the varied harvests we have enjoyed this year and the glorious
places we have visited. We are all missing the camaraderie and
friendship that the club gives to the local gardening community
and of course the expert knowledge of our invited speakers. In
the meantime, instead of giving a club report, all I can offer is some musings
on our own plot.
This year, for the first time, we are enjoying a harvest of homegrown
cranberries. Planted around the edge of the raised beds that the blueberries
are growing in, each Cranberry ‘Pilgrim’ plant has taken just one year
to develop a sprawling system of stems studded with berries which have
gradually turned a deep red. Earlier in the year they had pretty pink flowers
and so they are a lovely addition to the fruit cage; and now we have the fruit
to enjoy in a variety of sweet and savoury dishes.
The other main crop to harvest has been the pumpkins. Crown Prince has a
lovely metallic grey blue skin with contrasting rich deep orange flesh inside.
The waxy, dense flesh is great for all culinary purposes but makes especially
good ‘squash wedges’ as it holds it’s shape.
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Shelly’s Care
Local Microprovider with 30 years care experience.
Are you looking for help that is tailored to your needs?
Shelly’s care may be just what you’re looking for. I’m offering
support for people with a learning disabilities or the elderly.
I have a DBS, insurance, and car business insurance.
I offer the following services:
Personal care, shopping, cooking, sitting service, support
to appointments, company and much more. For more
information contact Michelle Reed: 07853281411
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The trees have been looking beautiful over the past few weeks but the first
week to ten days of November often have the best autumnal colours. What
a shame that the russets, scarlets and golds will be a fleeting glory before the
wind removes the leaves, at least we can enjoy the pools of colour under the
trees for a while.
Of course the leaves carpeting the grass will need to be swept up and
preferably collected into a leaf cage, where they will gradually turn into
glorious leaf mould. Some people prefer to burn them along with the general
dead plant material collected over the autumn, but please check any bonfires
for hibernating hedgehogs or toads. If you find any, leave them in place
among some of the material and relocate the rest of the bonfire elsewhere.
More jobs to keep you busy this month:
1. Plants in pots are most vulnerable to root damage in a heavy frost so wrap
sheets of hessian, old carpet or bubble wrap around fragile terracotta
pots and secure with string. Raise containers on pot feet to help prevent
water logging over winter.
2. Plant bare-root roses as they become available this month. Unpack mailorder plants promptly and soak before planting if the roots are dry.
3. Plant lily bulbs in containers and keep them in a cool, ideally frost free
greenhouse.
4. Rejuvenate perennials by lifting and dividing them.
5. Take hardwood cuttings from deciduous shrubs such as cornus,
philadelphus, buddleia and weigela. Stems of 20-25cm should root
outside or in frames over the winter.
6. Lift dahlia tubers to store them under cover over winter.
7. Rose black spot can overwinter on fallen leaves, so collect and destroy
leaves to help delay any re-infection next year.
8. Look out for vine weevil grub damage and apply a nematode control.
9. Don’t forget to check over tender plants you’ve brought in to overwinter
and remove any pests or dead leaves you find.
10. Make sure tree ties are firm but not too tight. Loosen any that are
rubbing on the trunk.
31

Real, traditional

FREE delivery to your home
Beautiful, non needle drop Nordmann Fir
4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 foot trees available
Grown and delivered by an ethical, local company

For orders and information please visit:

www.pixtonchristmas.co.uk
Tel: 01398 331 724
Email: pixtonchristmas@gmail.com
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Order Online

For FREE home delivery or;

Pick Your Own
pixtonchristmas.co.uk

Be welcomed to our nursery and choose your own
WUHHZLWKKHOSIURPRXUZDUPDQGIULHQGO\VWD̆

Pixton Woodlands Ltd, South Molton Road, Bampton, Devon, EX16 9HU
A generous percentage of our proceeds are donated to
the Devon Partnership NHS Trust
:HDOVRVXSSRUWWKH1+66WD̆'LVFRXQW6FKHPH
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THANK
YOU!

*T’s & C’s
may apply

11. Plant tulip bulbs now that the weather is cooler.
12. Garlic is best planted now. If your soil is heavy or particularly wet over
winter, start cloves off in modular trays, keep them in a cold frame or
greenhouse and plant out in spring.
13. Rhubarb crowns can be planted from now until mid-spring.
14. Winter brassicas such as kale or Brussels sprouts may need to be netted
against pigeons.
15. Bring pots of perennial herbs inside to protect them from excessive
winter wet.
16. Continue sowing broad beans for an early crop next year.
17. Old clumps of mint wear out quickly, so take cuttings from the roots to
rejuvenate your supply.
18. Remove and clean stakes and canes from summer crops now these have
finished.
19. Cleaning out bird boxes now will encourage birds to use them as winter
roosts.
20. Collect up fallen apples & pears and leave them somewhere away from
the tree for the birds.
21. Have a good tidy up around fruit trees and collect any fruits infected
with brown rot that are still hanging on the trees or on the ground and
burn or bin them.
22. Water dormant cyclamen houseplants to encourage them back into leaf.

Pauline Bartlett
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Buckland St Mary 100 Club Winners – September 2020
Amount
Number
Name
£20
50
Sam Pillay
£15
10
William Butt
£10
25
Bernard Gready
£5
31
Pam Hull

Buckland St Mary Church News
O ALMIGHTY God, who in thy wrath did send a plague upon thine own people in the
wilderness, for their obstinate rebellion against Moses and Aaron; and also, in the time of
king David, didst slay with the plague of Pestilence threescore and ten thousand, and yet
remembering thy mercy didst save the rest; Have pity upon us miserable sinners, who now are
visited with great sickness and mortality; that like as thou didst then accept of an atonement,
and didst command the destroying Angel to cease from punishing, so it may now please thee
to withdraw from us this plague and grievous sickness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The latest lockdown means that St Mary’s is now only open for private
prayer. However, pleased continue to observe all regulations relating to
sanitising and face coverings. Each Sunday there is a regular Zoom service.
Full details are on the Benefice website https://www.blackdownbenefice.org.
uk and Facebook page for regular thoughts and updates.

Jon Mayled
Churchwarden
DATE

OTTERFORD DIARY - EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 2020 / 2021

10
Nov

Otterford Parish Council Meeting – a virtual meeting, using the
Zoom application. Please check on noticeboards etc or contact
the Parish Clerk if you wish to join.
14
Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our nineteenth – Prior registration
Nov
is required, there will be no use of the hall, car sharing and
picking should only be with family members, and litter picking
kits will be delivered to you a day or two before the Pick. See
separate advert for full details.
11 Dec Christmas Turkey Bingo - CANCELLED this year because of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
30 Jan The Big Quiz – - CANCELLED this year because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
20
Bishopswood Big Breakfast – for your diary, more details to
Mar
follow
26
Spring Bingo – more details to follow - PAY BAR Venue:
Mar
Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Doors open 7.00pm; eyes
down 8.00pm
27
Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twentieth – meet at the
Mar
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie
alternative) and a hot drink.
17 Jul Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-first – meet at the
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie
alternative) and a hot drink.
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13
Nov

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-second – meet at the
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie
alternative) and a hot drink.
17 Dec Christmas Turkey Bingo. Our ever-popular Christmas
event – with a fresh turkey for each full house winner.
PAY BAR Venue: Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Doors
open 7.00pm; eyes down 8.00pm
Parish Council meetings are held on the second Tuesday of every month
normally in The Wright Room at the Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Access
via the rear (kitchen) door. Everyone welcome: please contact the Parish
Clerk (01460 234639) if disabled access required. Community Time is at
7.30pm: meetings start by 7.50pm at the latest. PLEASE NOTE THESE
ARE CURRENTLY BEING HELD ON LINE USING THE ZOOM
APP
We have now added most of our 2021 social activities and events. If
organising events/activities yourself – please try to avoid clashing with
our dates.
Any oﬀers of assistance, with preparation or during an activity, would be
most welcome. Please email Mike Canham – mike.otterfordparishcouncil@
hotmail.co.uk

Otterford Snippets
Otterford Community Deﬁbrillators
Located at The Candlelight Inn and at the Parish Hall, both in Bishopswood,
and at The Holman Clavel Inn at Culmhead. In the event of an emergency
you must telephone 999 first, to request assistance from the Ambulance
Service. In addition to despatching necessary assistance they will advise you
of the code to open the cabinet to access a defibrillator.
Otterford ‘Parish Emergency Telephone System’ (PETS)
This is a community run system available to residents of Otterford parish
only, which, in an emergency (whether a cardiac arrest or other), enables a
38
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Bishopswood Maintenance
Property and Garden Services
BEFORE
Mark
C Kemp

AFTER

Hard Landscaping

Transforming Your Outdoor Living
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
WE ONLY HAVE ONE REPUTATION!
The Firs - Bishopswood – Chard – Somerset – TA20 3RU

Tel: 01460 234076
E: mark@avtgroup.biz
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number of local residents to be contacted to ask for assistance - in particular
collection of a defibrillator - pending the arrival of the emergency services.
If you live in Otterford parish and need this assistance, the number to dial
is 01460 455155.
Otterford Certiﬁcated First Aiders
Tanya Hetherington 01460 234706
Penny Hart 01460 234639
John & Penny Gale 01823 601577
John Matthews 01460 234062
(The above have First Aid Kits)
Philip & Nicky Needham 01460 234101 Edwina Wakely 01460 234477
Kathy Shovelton 01460 234958
Books About Otterford
History of Otterford (£10). The history of the Parish up to 1900
View from the Milking Stool (£8). An autobiography by Frederica Tyrrell,
detailing life in Otterford and the Blackdown Hills 60+ years ago
Otterford Remembered (£5). Detailing the lives of Otterford men who fought
and died, or came home, in World War 1.
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All books are available from Otterford Parish Council - Contact Penny Hart
on 01460 234639.
Otterford Playing Fields
The Playing Fields are now open. Please read, and follow, the guidelines
displayed.
19th Otterford Parish Litter Pick
This will be held on Saturday 14th November – in the same format (you
must register in advance, no use of hall, do not share transport with another
household and pick only in household groups, and no end-of-Pick bacon
sarnie!) as the last Pick in July. See separate advert in this CBO News.
Parking At The Top Of Bishopswood Bridleway
Please don’t! Parking churns up the ground, gradually eroding soil and
allowing more water to flow off the road and down the bridleway – giving
concern that a further collapse could be triggered. We will be installing new
posts close to the road to try to prevent this.
Climate & The Environment
The Parish Council will be moving forward with a number of actions from
the Action Plan – see separate article. Please contact Penny Hart (contact
details above) if you would like a copy of the Plan.
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Otterford Parish Council
The Parish Council met at Otterford Parish Hall on Tuesday 13 October.
Attending were OPC Councillors Mike Canham (Chairman), Charlie Field
(Vice Chairman), Lucy Montgomery, John Marsden, Phil Wright, SCC
Cllr John Thorne, and the Clerk.
Cllr Thorne submitted a written report which was noted. I have picked out
some key points:
•

The deadline for submissions of a business case for local authority reorganisation is 9 November, for decision by February. Both the One
Somerset and the 3 districts proposal will be considered.

•

SCC’s financial picture has improved significantly and it has received
an ‘unqualified’ (apparently this means it passed!) marking from the
auditors.

•

Libraries are now open normally and you can browse again! COVID-19
precautions are in place. A number of libraries have launched an
innovative new service called the iPad Loan Scheme. Job seekers can
43

borrow a tablet free of charge which is pre-loaded with links to useful
sites, advice, and information. The tablets can be kept for up to six weeks
and are available from the libraries in Taunton, Bridgwater, Chard,
Minehead, and Shepton Mallet. Fuller info is available here https://
glassboxtaunton.co.uk/tablet-loaning-information.
•

A year-long trial allowing electric scooters on local roads began in
October. SCC has published an experimental traffic regulation order
to permit scooters hired from businesses authorised by the Department
for Transport to use cycle lanes, cycle tracks, and bus lanes. They will
only be allowed on roads with a speed limit of less than 50mph. Any
objections to the experimental traffic order can be made in the first six
months by writing to Somerset County Council, Traffic Management,
County Hall, Taunton, TA1 4DY, and quoting reference KT12082020.
The deadline is 2 April 2021.

•

Home fire safety – Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service are
keen to encourage homeowners and tenants to have a free home safety
inspection. To book a home safety visit call 0800 0502999 or email
firekills@dsfire.gov.uk.

•

Climate change strategy – A draft strategy showing how Somerset
could become net zero carbon by 2030 was published in October and
should go to a full SCC meeting on 18 November. The full paper is
here: www.somerset.gov.uk/climate-emergency. It has a focus on nine
key themes, which are energy, transport, built environment, business
and industry, natural environment, farming and food, water, waste,
and communications. The paper outlines what action will be taken
under each theme, and it also gives actions for everyone to contribute to
Somerset becoming carbon neutral by 2030.

Planning Matters
New applications: 29/20/0018, Erection of a general purpose agricultural
building on land at Otterford (resubmission of 29/20/0011).
29/20/0017, Erection of an agricultural storage building on land off
Woodhayne Lane, Royston Road, Bishopswood
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We work with our clients to
understand their needs, support
them effectively and deliver the
best possible legal advice.

We’re all about listening,
understanding and
advising

Whether it’s commercial or
personal matters you need help
and advice with, the only thing
that really matters is you.
Call one of our nearby offices
and let’s have a proper chat.
WELLINGTON
T: 01823 666622
TAUNTON
T: 01823 625800

www.porterdodson.co.uk
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29/20/0016 Conversion of cottages into 1 No. dwelling with the erection
of a two-storey extension to the rear and a change of use of land from
agricultural to domestic at Ivy Cottages, Holman Clavel Road, Culmhead.
The Council had no comments on any of these 3 applications.
Granted/refused applications: none
Projects/activities/events
Restoration work continues on the fingerpost from the Corfe Hill crossroads.
The new arms won’t be ready for a while yet so it will still be some time before
we can put it back. You may have noticed that we have finally removed the
damaged arm from another fingerpost on Corfe Hill (the one which pointed
towards “Honi”). Thanks to Mark Wilton for helping us detach it from its
pole, which it was very reluctant to leave. We have a new arm for that post
and have been working to restore a spacer and the finial. By the time you
read this that post will be fully restored.
We are also working (off site) to restore a milepost from the B3170: hopefully
it will be possible to restore the others next year.
Parish Handyman Service
We are re-letting the contract for the Handyman Service for another 3 years.
Please see advertisement elsewhere in this edition if you are interested.
Holman Clavel
We agreed to fund some improvement work, and to apply for an ‘SCC
climate grant’ to upgrade some windows and lighting.
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OTTERFORD PARISH COUNCIL

CLIMATE & THE ENVIRONMENT PROJECT
2020 & BEYOND
Otterford Parish Council recognises the need to reduce the current level of carbon
emissions, and – acknowledging our rural location in the Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty – has agreed to progressively undertake a range of practical actions to assist this.
Otterford Parish Council : February 2020

At our October meeting we agreed to progress more actions from our Action Plan.
FREE COMPOST BIN
We have agreed to purchase 50 x 330 litres compost bins to distribute free to
parishioners. These are most likely to be of use to residents living in Bishopswood –
with generally smaller gardens – but anyone can apply. Please contact Penny Hart
(see below) if you would like one, together with composting advice from Somerset
Waste Partnership (SWP) We are very grateful to SWP for their help with this.
FREE BIRD BOXES & BEE HOMES
We have earmarked some money to buy materials for volunteers to make bird
boxes and bee homes (not honey bees – they live in hives) for us. Once completed
these will be offered free to parishioners.
Please contact Penny Hart if you are willing to make some boxes/homes for us
(plans provided) and/or if you would like a bird box and/or a bee home.
SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL CLIMATE GRANTS
We are also putting together grant applications for several projects – more follows!
Penny Hart : Clerk to Otterford Parish Council
penny.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
01460 234639
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Climate Change Project
The Council discussed further a policy paper containing its proposals for
climate action and fleshed out its grant application for SCC’s Climate
Emergency Fund grant scheme.
Community Broadband
The Council is attempting to negotiate with BT about installing fibre
broadband in Otterford (we’ve been here before!). This involves using the
voucher scheme to subsidise installation in each household (to a maximum
of £1.5k for domestic use or £3.5k for businesses). Watch this space for
further information in due course!
Road subsidence
The Clerk will report the subsidence between Rull Farm/Otterford Mill.
Replacement recycling bins
If you need a replacement recycling bin, contact: https://www.somersetwaste.
gov.uk/order-containers/ You should get a new one within 20 working days.
Date & Time of next meeting:
Tuesday 10 November 2020, at 7.30pm using the Zoom application.
NB: This is not a comprehensive note of the meeting but a summary of
discussions and matters thought to be of interest to readers. A full copy
of the minutes will be on the website (otterfordparishcouncil.org) after the
November meeting.

Penny Hart
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19th OTTERFORD
PARISH LITTER PICK
(A LITTER PICK LIKE ALMOST NO OTHER)

SATURDAY 14th NOVEMBER 2020
Final details will be worked up during the first few days in
November – when we can assess the then current government
restrictions - but (as in July for the 18th Pick) prior registration is
required, there will be no use of the hall, car sharing and picking
should only be with family members, and litter picking kits will be
delivered to you a day or two before the Pick.

JOIN US TO ADD TO 791 SACKS ALREADY COLLECTED: AND
7,642 DRINKS CANS, 6,129 PLASTIC & 1,226 GLASS BOTTLES
/JARS, AND ASSORTED METAL ALREADY RECYCLED
We’ll email final details, a week or so before the Pick, to everyone
who has picked with us before: if you haven’t picked before, but
would like to do so this time, please notify Penny Hart in advance –
01460 234639, or penny.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
PLEASE DO NOT JUST TURN UP ON THE DAY
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Invitation To Tender
Parish Handyman Service - 2021 to 2023
Otterford Parish Council is currently renewing its Approved List of contractors willing to
undertake general repairs and maintenance around the parish – on a draw-down.
Interested parties are invited to submit a tender for the Approved List.
There is no definitive specification for the role, but current examples of required works are:
¾ Cleaning, repainting and repairing signposts (including fingerposts) and
milestones/posts, and cutting back vegetation around them. Paint, primer etc will
be provided if needed.
¾ Rubbing down and re-treating play equipment, and general maintenance, in
Otterford Playing Fields, Bishopswood. Paint etc will be provided if needed.
¾ Checking and minor clearing of drains/ditches
¾ Clearing undergrowth around grit and dog-waste bins
¾ Maintaining bus shelter at Culmhead
¾ Keeping footpaths clear
The contract will run from 1st January 2021 to 31st December 2023.
It is estimated there will be approximately 10 - 15 days work annually (this may be split if
more than one contractor is appointed to the Approved List).
Successful applicants will undertake the work on a self-employed basis (applicants added
to the Approved List will be responsible for their own tax, NI, pension, insurance etc
matters)
Successful applicants will be expected to provide their own transport, and tools and other
supplies - except as outlined above.
.
If you require any further information, wish to arrange an inspection visit, an/or request an
application form please contact Penny Hart (Parish Clerk) on 01460 234639, or by email
penny.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk Completed forms must be returned to the
Clerk by 12.00 noon on 30th November 2020.
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Churchinford Weather
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Annual General Meeting
Churchinford and District Village Hall
(Charity no. 304516)
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the above
will take place at 6.00 pm on Thursday November 12th 2020 at the
Churchinford and District Village Hall.
This is an open meeting at which any Churchstanton Parishioner is
welcome to attend.
The hall trustees are following Covid regulations and guidance, all
attendees must wear a mask and socially distance themselves. If we
reach the maximum numbers allowed, regrettably we will have to turn
people away.
Peter Knapp - Hon. Secretary.
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Churchstanton Parish Council
Virtual Meetings – Due to the ongoing lockdown
restrictions the Parish Council will continue to meet
virtually using the platform Zoom until further notice.
Any members of the public wishing to raise an item in
public participation time can contact the clerk on 01823
299788 or email clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk before
7.15pm on the day of our meeting and you will receive an
invite to join us. Everyone is welcome.
Finance – Balance of Accounts as at 30th September, 2020 - £27,077.87
Deﬁbrillator
The parish council have now approved the setting up of a ‘Managed
Solution’ approach for the provision of a defibrillator in the telephone kiosk
in Churchinford village. The provision of the defibrillator, installation,
maintenance and training will be provided by the The Community
Heartbeat Trust. The Community Heartbeat Trust work together with BT
to help communities turn their adopted telephone boxes into local medical
centres, by using them as homes for Public Access Defibrillators, storing the
defibrillator in a well recognised, safe, weather-protected location.
In addition, the parish council would like to acknowledge and thank Sylvia
Jackson for her very kind and generous offer to decorate the kiosk restoring
it to its original red and gold colour.
Planning
•

10/20/0014 - Erection of First Floor extension to the rear and replacement
of porch to the front. (Cllr.Firth)

‘The Parish Council support this application’
•

10/20/0018 - Erection of a two storey extension on the north elevation
of Willow Lodge, Pay Wood, Stapley (amended scheme to 10/20/0005)

‘The parish council cannot support this application on the basis that the
application is invalid and requires more detailed information including up
to date site plans, (currently there are no dimensions or scale bar on the
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drawings provided) and the Dormer windows are incongruous with the
existing building. The parish council have raised concerns that the space is
not intended to be used in the way described in the application and would
wish to see a condition applied that restricts the use of the space to a home
office and file storage.’
Highways & Outdoor Space
Free Trees – The Parish Council have the opportunity to obtain free trees
from Somerset West and Taunton District Council as part of an initiative
for National Tree Planting week, 28th November to 5th December, 2020.
Having consulted with the Open Space Management Group (OSMG) we
have requested the following:
3 x Beech
3 x Lime
2 x Oak
Community Speedwatch - Once again the parish council are very keen to
try and establish a Community Speedwatch team in our parish. Community
Speedwatch (CSW) is a national initiative where active members of local
communities join with the support of the Police to monitor speeds of vehicles
using speed detection devices. In order to do this, we require a minimum of
three volunteers to run the scheme, including a co-ordinator and a deputy.
If you think this may be something that you would like to get involved with,
please contact the parish clerk.
Neighbourhood Plan – If anyone is interested in joining with a small team
of councillors to form a steering group for our neighbourhood plan or if you
might be interested but need to know a little bit more, please do contact the
parish clerk (details below).
Climate Emergency Fund
The parish council will be joining forces with Otterford parish council
to submit an application to SCC Climate Emergency Fund for £20,000
(£10,000 CPC & £10,000 OPC). If successful, the grant funding will
provide a hydro-electric generator, fed by a spring to enable the installation
of a zero carbon, fully renewable electricity supply to the Coach House &
Forest School at Otterhead.
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THE YORK INN
Honiton Road, Churchinford. TA3 7RF
01823 601 333

NOW AVAILABLE: UPSTAIRS FUNCTION ROOM WITH
WIFI, PROJECTOR & SCREEN
IDEAL FOR MEETINGS, PRIVATE PARTIES
Country Pub offering a warm welcome
Log Fire. Large selection of Ales including local brews,
Games Room, Large screen TV. Monthly Meat Draw. Lots
of Special Events. Good wholesome food using local
ingredients lunchtime & evenings. Specials board &
Homemade Pie Board. Takeaway. Sunday Roasts.
Saturday Breakfast. Parties catered for. Patio Area.
Dogs Welcome

Email:theyorkinn@yahoo.com
www.yorkinn.co.uk
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Tribute to Mike Taylor
A Parishoner brought to the attention of the parish council the death of Mr
Mike Taylor of Fairfield Green who passed away on 19th September 2020
aged 86. During his retirement Mike was a driving force in Churchinford
village for many years, especially regarding the football team, the Village
Hall, the Golden Age Club and the British Legion. The parish council wishes
to acknowledge Mike for his valuable contribution to Churchinford and to
convey our sincere condolences to his widow Elsie and the Taylor family.
Full details of our Parish Council meetings can be found in the minutes
displayed on the Parish notice boards in Churchinford and Stapley as well
as on the Parish website www.churchinfordpc.co.uk. If you would like to
speak to one of our Parish Councillors, please contact the Parish Clerk who
will arrange this for you.
If you would like to contact the Parish Clerk regarding any of the above you
can do so by email to clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk or alternatively you can
call 01823 299788.

Julie Wardle
Parish Clerk

Yarcombe & District Young Farmers
Back out of lockdown report
The last young farmers event was at the start of March
6-8th, where several members went to Newquay for the
annual South West Area. This event was joined by other
Young Farmers clubs across the South West. A great time
was had by all, but little did we all know this would be the
last big event we would all go to for a long while (some may have wished
they drank more and spent more time away from home)!
An event which a coach load of members had been looking forward to going
to, at the end of March, was the yearly Whimple and District YFC ball at
Crealy adventure park. This unfortunately had to be cancelled, due to the
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Looking for a keep-fit class …?
Come along, socialise, meet new friends
and have fun getting fit!
WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

9.30-10.30am

6 - 7pm

9.30-10.30am

The Village Hall

West Monkton Village Hall

Trident Hall

Bishopswood

Monkton Heathfield

Galmington

Nr Chard, TA20 3RS

Taunton, TA2 8NE

Taunton, TA1 5NN

:HDUORRVHFRPIRUWDEOHFORWKHV WUDLQHUVRUQRQVOLSVKRHV
%ULQJDPDWRUWRZHODQGDGULQNPLQXWHVUHJLVWUDWLRQIROORZHGE\
PLQXWHVRIDHURELFEDVHGH[HUFLVHVIRUDOOOHYHOVRIILWQHVV

£6 per class
Term Time Only
No membership fees.
RSA/OCR Qualified Instructor

HEATHER SPARKS
TEL/TEXT: 07561 498365
EMAIL:
fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk
www.fitness4fun.wix.com/heather
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coronavirus outbreak. Also, amongst many other events our club and other
YFC clubs would have organised was unable to go ahead including: barn,
foam and water disco parties, dyno day, and many other events to raise
money for our charities.
As a club we have found many ways to keep busy and all stay in contact
together and have fun via 21st technology. We had an online scavenger hunt
with club members looking for various items matching a riddle in their
own homes. Members have also done various baking competitions and selfie
challenges through social media, as well as keeping our farms going. We
took part in a YFC ‘loo roll challenge’ where members videoed themselves
throwing and catching a loo roll in various ways, locations and outfits, I’m
sure most of you have seen what a laugh it is.
In April members with YFC stock were due to participate in the Devon
YFC show and sale at Exeter Livestock Centre. This was moved to being an
online virtual show and sale on Wednesday 29th April, where members sent
in pictures of their stock competing against other clubs in Devon, well done
to all members who took part. A particular well done to our chairman Dan
Olive coming 4th for his pigs and member Kate Burrough coming 4th for
Beef.
The summer months would have taken host to two annual shows which
we get involved, these include the Devon County Show and Honiton
Show. Both of these unfortunately was cancelled. The Devon County YFC
moved the show to online where a few members took part in various classes
including: scarecrow making, best lockdown snap, a face mask, lockdown
project, a showstopper cake, and many other classes to get involved in.
It has been great being able to get back into meeting up with our friends &
going to the pub in small groups ‘bubble’! Meetings are still being held over
zoom. Many members are still working from home on computers looking
out into the countryside, rather than a company office and our farmers &
NHS workers have never stopped working. A massive thank you to the NHS
staff for keeping our hospitals going and treating patients in the coronavirus
pandemic. Thanks to our farmers for keeping going for food to be on our
plates!
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Recently on the 28th September we held our Annual General Meeting over
zoom online. Where we thanked our outgoing officers for a tremendous year
and thanked our club leaders and advisory for all their continuous support.
Welcomed in our new officers for the year ahead, wishing them a successful
year ahead in these uncertain challenging times ahead. We encourage all
members to stay involved with young farmers during these uncertain times.
If anyone would like to get involved in young farmers we would love you to
join in our activities and we still have a few officer vaccines.
We will keep you updated with any dates of events in the near future. In the
meantime, stay safe!
If anyone has any further questions please contact our existing and new
Chairman Dan Olive on 07811744714, or our new Secretary Natalie
Sampson on 07775591324

Natalie Sampson
Press Secretary
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SOLAR PANELS & HEAT PUMPS

Your local,
established,
renewable
energy installer
www.lightworkenergy.co.uk
patrick@lightworkenergy.co.uk
01460 234930 07909 111629
Elm End, Hare Lane, Buckland St. Mary, TA20 3JS
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Beware of Christmas scams
Christmas is a time to celebrate, but don’t forget to stay scam aware.
Fraudsters will take advantage of the fact you’re busy and looking for a good
deal, and will be out to steal your money and personal information.
Some scams that may be prevalent at this time include:
•

Fake online shops. These are bogus websites run by scammers that tempt
bargain hunters with heavily discounted products. However, these items
may never materialise, or be counterfeits, not worth the money you
spent or different from the description.

•

Bogus shop vouchers. These are fake vouchers that look like they are
from reputable well-known shops and are shared on social media. They
tempt people by claiming to offer vouchers but in reality are simply
a way for criminals to gain someone’s personal or financial details to
commit fraud or sell on.

•

Holiday fraud. Many of us book trips at this time of year, and fraudsters
capitalise on this by advertising fake holidays online. They are often
marketed as too-good-to-miss, last-minute deals but are just a sham.

How to protect yourself from Christmas scams:
•

Be suspicious about seemingly unbeatable deals. If something looks to
good to be true, it usually is.

•

Only buy from reputable shops and websites. Ensure the website is
genuine, as scammers can set up convincing but fake online shops and
pay to place them high in search engine listings.

•

Don’t pay by bank transfer as you won’t get any protection if you’re the
victim of fraud. Credit card is the best way to pay.
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Guitar Lessons
Electric, Acoustic, Bass, Classical and Ukulele lessons available
Lessons from a London College of Music Guitar Examiner, professional guitarist and
contributor to Guitar Techniques Magazine
Taught from dedicated space in Buckland St. Mary
harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com
01460 234829. 07928 590269
www.harrisonmarsh.co.uk
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If you are worried you have been scammed:
•

Get advice from Citizens Advice on 03454 040506

•

Report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040

This article has been written by Devon, Somerset and Torbay Trading
Standards Service https://www.devonsomersettradingstandards.gov.uk/
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JonDagger
Cooker / Kitchen
Appliance Engineer
Based in Hemyock
Over 35 years experience with
many manufacturers
inc. Rangemaster, Hotpoint,
Cannon and most others
Repairs to range-type or
built-in or freestanding cookers,
washing machines, dishwashers

07725 852322
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IYENGAR ® YOGA
Classes at Otterford Parish Hall
with

Tanya Devonshire-Jones
*LY[PÄLK[LHJOLYVM0@,5.(9® yoga

Suitable for young or old, stiff or flexible, fit or not!

Mondays:
Tuesdays:
Fridays:

HT 0U[LYTLKPH[LJSHZZ
WT

)LNPUULYZJSHZZ

HT .LULYHSJSHZZ





Please bring a folded blanket and a yoga mat if you have one. Some mats available.
All other equipment provided. No need to book, just drop-in and pay per session.

7SLHZLWOVULVYLTHPSTLPM`V\OH]LHU`X\LYPLZ

07903 079939 tanya.yogateacher@gmail.com
® used with permission of BKS IYENGAR, Trade Mark Owner.
TM
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BIRD TABLES &
GARDEN PLANTERS
Free local
delivery

Planters & Troughs
Bat Boxes
Bird Tables & Boxes
Hedgehog Houses
Log Stores
www.blackdownwoodcrafts.co.uk
01823 601116 / 07711 504791
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1895 - 2020

Taking care of your loved ones with the dignity and respect that they deserve

Hemyock Funeral Directors
Est 1895

4th Generation
Independent Family Business
A complete personal service to suit your wishes,
arrangements can be made in the comfort
of your own home.
Serving the Blackdown Hills and Culm Valley

07860 390002
24 hours a day

Culmstock Road,
Hemyock, EX15 3RJ

pringandson@aol.com

Proud provider of Golden Charter Plans

t
t
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t
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01884 32855

9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

/722VBMJGLBUJPO
)PVTFLFFQJOH
4IPQQJOH
1FSTPOBM =BSD BU IPNF
.FBM 1SFQ
$PNQBOJPOTIJQ
%PH 8BMLJOH
4JMMNH 4FSWJDF

50 Fore Street,
Cullompton, EX15 1LB

www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk
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RINGBOROUGH DESIGN AND PLANNING

Helping you build
your dream home

Guillaume Dijon
Ringborough House
Churchinford, Taunton TA3 7EB

Telephone: 01823 421 049
Mobile: 07892 406 096
Email: gdijon@consultant.com
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Valid until 31.12.2020
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Maths Tuition
GCSE and A level Maths Tuition from Maths Post Graduate with Ten Years
Experience in One To One Tuition.
All Lessons Tailored to the Individual, taught in a dedicated teaching space in
Buckland St. Mary.
DBS Checked.
01460 234829 07928 590269
harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com
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Advertising in the CBO News - Scale of Charges
Size of advertisement in millimetres

Monthly

Annually

Pink Pages

B/W Colour (no commercial
advertisements)
(1/4 x A5 Size) 124w x 44h (Landscape) £7
£47 £80
N/A
(1/4 x A5 Size) 61w x 91h (Portrait)
£7
£47 £80
N/A
(1/2 x A5 Size) 124w x 91h (Landscape) £16
£78 £150 £2
(A5 Size) 124w x 185h (Portrait)
£23
£125 £280 £4
The CBO News accepts no liability for:
1. Any claims made by advertisers.
2. Any errors or omissions in the advertisement as submitted by the advertiser.
3. Any legal action as a result of the advertisement.
Acceptance of an advert into the Pink Pages is at the discretion of the CBO News
editorial team. We seek to uphold the purpose of the Pink Pages - namely to support
local charities, community groups and clubs, fund-raising activities, and non-commercial
activities, either taking place in the CBO parishes, or in the wider area where they may
be deemed to be of interest to our readers - by charging a nominal advertising fee that
is reﬂective of the non-commercial nature of the event taking place.

Copy deadlines for the December 2020 issue:
Adverts: noon, Saturday 7th November 2020
Editorial: noon, Saturday 17th November 2020
Editor:

Jon Mayled - 1 Stephens Cottages, Buckland St Mary, TA20 3SL
email: editors@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234181

Advertising Manager &
Treasurer:

Josh Strickland - Beech House, Bishopswood, TA20 3RS
e-mail: adverts@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234144

Pink Pages:

Dave Jefferies - email: pinkpages@cbonews.org.uk

Subscription Managers:

Churchstanton - Pat Stenning - 1 Lambpark Court, Churchinford, TA3 7PL
Tel: 01823 602926
Buckland St Mary - Bill Butt - Old Post Office, Buckland St Mary, Chard,
TA20 3SJ Tel: 01460 234225
Otterford - Penny Gale - Lower Fyfett Barn, Otterford, Chard, TA20 3QP
Tel: 01823 601577

Cover Photo & p.77:

© Oliver Hellowell 2020
https://www.facebook.com/OliverHellowellPhotographer/

The CBO News team is nominated by the Parish Councils & Parochial Church Councils of
Churchstanton, Buckland St Mary & Otterford. The Editor’s decision to publish is ﬁnal.
Opinions expressed are those of the contributors not the editorial team.
CBO News is published by the CBO News team & printed by Parish Mag Printers Ltd, Old Sarum
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Hemyock
Monday:

Surgery & DIspensary
08.00 - 18.30*

Tuesday:

08.00 - 18:30*

Wednesday:

08.00 - 18.30*

Thursday:

08.00 - 18.30*

Friday:

08.00 - 18.30*

Saturday:

08:00 - 11:00

The Blackdown Practice
Churchinford
15.00 - 18.00

Dunkeswell
08.30 - 12.30
15.00 - 18.00
08.30 - 12.30

08.30 - 12.30
15.00 - 18.00
08.30 - 12.30

08.30 - 12.30
15.00 - 18.00
08.30 - 12.30

08.30 - 12.30
15.00 - 18.00
08.30 - 12.30

08.30 - 12.30

* Hemyock dispensary is closed between 1.00 and 2.00.
Hemyock:

Appointments & enquiries
Dispensary
Fax (Repeat prescriptions)
Appointments & enquiries
Appointments & Dispensary
Elizabeth McNabb

Churchinford:
Dunkeswell:
Blackdown Support Group:

Church View Surgery
8.00 - 6.30
8.00 - 6.30
8.00 - 6.30
8.00 - 6.30
8.00 - 6.30

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

Appointments & enquiries
Dispensary
Hospitals: Musgrove Park
Honiton & District
Yeovil & District

01823 680206
01823 680007
01823 680680
01823 681700
01823 681720
01823 681036

01823 333444
01404 540540
01935 475122

01460 55300
01460 55511

Chard & District
St Margaret’s Hospice

01460 238220
01823 259394

Police
Buckland St Mary
(Chard Rural West)
Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant:
Neighbourhood Beat Manager:
Police Community Support Officers:

Rob Jameson
Alan Hollick
Gareth Allington
Julie Middleditch

Neighbourhood Watch:

Neil Arnold - neil.j.arnold@gmx.co.uk

Churchstanton & Otterford
(East Taunton & Rural)
Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant:
Charmaine Dyne
Police Community Support Officers:
Tony Wearmouth 07889 655312
Steve Chapman steve.chapman@avonand somerset.police.uk
Partnership Support Office:
Emma Tyson
Non-urgent reporting: 101 - if something is URGENT (burglary / ﬁght in progress etc.) ring 999
0800-55111 To report suspicious activity and intelligence matters anonymously through Crime stoppers
Email: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact-us/
Website: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk
Letters: Taunton Police Station, The Deane House, Belvedere Road, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1HE
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Useful Contact Details

Please contact us if you have any changes you would like us to make to this list.
Churchstanton: http://www.churchstantonpc.co.uk
Somerset West & Taunton District Councillor – Ross Henley

01823 665988
Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Ian Firth
Cllr.I.Firth@churchstantonpc.co.uk
0781 3214535
Clerk to the Parish Council - Julie Wardle
clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk
01823 299788
Village Hall bookings - Denise Lloyd
01823 602700
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris
01823 421395
Churchstanton Primary School: Head Teacher - Claire Halstead
01823 601354
SCH.105@educ.somerset.gov.uk
Churchinford Community Shop
01823 601026
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper
01823 601347
Tower Captain - Ian Hooper
01823 601347
Buckland St Mary: http://www.buckland-st-mary.org.uk
South Somerset District Councillors – Jenny Kenton

07921 574019
jenny.kenton@southsomerset.gov.uk
– Martin Wale
01460 65190
martin.wale@southsomerset.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Keith Every
01460 234620
Clerk to the Parish Council - Veronica Moore
vmmoore21@hotmail.co.uk
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board
01460 234200
Neighbourhood Watch - Neil Arnold
01460 234693
Buckland St Mary C.E. Primary School: CEO - Suzanne Flack
01460 234251
Executive Head of School - Gareth Nation
http://www.bucklandstmaryceprimaryschool.sch.uk
Churchwarden - Jon Mayled
01460 234181
Tower Captain - Keith Every
01460 234620
Otterford: http://otterfordparishcouncil.org
Somerset West & Taunton District Councillor – Ross Henley

01823 665988
Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk
01460 234639
mike.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
01460 234639
01460 234264
bookings@otterfordparishhall.co.uk
01823 601106
01823 601455

Chair of the Parish Council - Mike Canham
Clerk to the Parish Council - Penny Hart
Village Hall bookings - Amanda Williams
The Hub - Communications - Peter Naylor
Churchwarden - David Ruthven

General:
Somerset County Councillor (Buckland St Mary) - Amanda Broom
Somerset County Councillor (Otterford & Churchstanton) - John Thorne
Blackdown Community Bus

blackdownbus@gmail.com

01460 62102
01823 663146
JBThorne@somerset.gov.uk
07762 813967

Bishopswood Chapel
Chris Sussex
Blackdown Benefice
Rector - Revd Jim Fallon
Associate Priest - Revd Dr Nick Griffin
066293

01460 234270
revfallon@btinternet.com
ngriffin84@gmail.com (Wed/Sun)

Blackdown Hills AONB - Katherine Findlay
TDBC Health Response Unit
356337
Wessex Water
Bristol Water

01823 421757
07724

01823 680682
katherine.ﬁndlay@devon.gov.uk
01823
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0845 6004600
0800 373501

The Whyte House Dental Group,
89 Fore Street, Topsham, Exeter
Telephone: 01392 877494
www.thewhytehouse.com
A life-changing alternative to conventional full dentures

ATTENTION DENTURE WEARERS
ARE YOU HAVING ANY OF THESE ISSUES WITH YOUR DENTURES
Gum ulcers
Bone pain
Multiple clinical visits to adjust them
Dentures move
Worried about eating out

Have to use glue at every meal and hate the taste
Worried the glue is not healthy
Loss confidence and they look fake
Can’t see the teeth when you smile
Can’t eat apples, steak, tomatoes

FREE IMPLANT CONSULTATION
THE
SOLUTIONS

1. Fixed teeth in a day.
(Teeth screwed in)

Monthly Payments

Single implant from £66 per month.
T and Cs apply

2. Dentures stabilised by 2 implants.

Full assessment needed to establish if you are suitable for the treatment
Finance packages. (T&Cs; Apply)

“Delighted with my fixed bridge and after care at The Whyte
House. They feel like my own teeth.“
Geoff Topsham
“The difference it has made to me from eating out to my
smile, money well spent”
Maria Devon
“I have had a lot of problems with my teeth and Grant has
been the only dentist to give me hope for an acceptable
outcome. I really appreciate the rapport and honest
conversation we have had and continue to have.
Thank you Grant.”
D.T Devon

RESULT - EAT THE FOODS YOU LOVE
Fixed teeth in a day by an expert.
Dr Brookshaw first qualified in 1996 from the University of Dundee. Then in 1999 he gained his Masters degree in
Oral Surgery from the University of Sheffield and further extended his clinical qualification in 2001 by completing an
18 month Implant Training Programme.
In 2009, he attained the highest honours award in the implant masters program from University of California Los Angeles/Gide program.
Richard was also one of the first six in the UK to gain The Diploma in Implant Dentistry from the Royal College of Surgeons,
Edinburgh at its first sitting.
Dr Richard Brookshaw BDS BMedSci (oral surgery) Dip Imp Dent RCS Ed (practice limited to implant dentistry)
GDC number 72150
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Ŷ Hold your special celebration or wedding in our
stunning clubhouse or join in our organised social
activities.

Taunton & Pickeridge Golf Club, Corfe, Taunton TA3 7BY
Telephone: 01823 421537
mail@tauntongolf.co.uk www.tauntongolf.co.uk

We look forward to welcoming you

And for the more active, our 2020 membership is now open with flexible categories from just £199. Outside or
inside, make this the year you try something or somewhere new. Follow us on
and
for our latest offers.

Ŷ Lounge in our bar over coffee and cake, a refreshing
cold drink and our range of daytime homemade pub
classics and snacks.
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Ŷ Book our airy, luxurious conference room from just
£25 for local businesses and community groups.

More than just a Golf Club

Ŷ Enjoy a Sunday carvery with unrivalled countryside
views. Choose 1, 2 or 3 courses from £10.95.
Booking essential.
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