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Call us today: 01823 480 338 | Email: info@hatchgreencoaches.co.uk
Hatch Green Coaches | Hatch Green Garage, Taunton, Somerset, TA3 6TN

www.hatchgreencoaches.co.uk

Private Coach Hire

Hire one of our luxury coaches to take 
your club or group on a day out or to a 

professional drivers look forward to wealth of knowledge to ensure your 

PLEASE CONTACT US TO BOOK TODAY

M.O.T. Service

Day Trips from Hatch Green Coaches
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Editorial

While the editor welcomes material for publication in the CBO News, it is not guaranteed that any item will be 
included or will appear in a particular edition. Th e right to edit or shorten any items which are used is reserved. 
Publication is in good faith and does not imply accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed.

Dear Readers,

Month fi ve of the online only CBO News.

Th e Editorial Team are meeting regularly to look at diff erent ways in which 
we can reach out further to those who are not online. We are hoping to 
consult with our readers about this in the next two months.

CBO News will be continue to be online only until further notice at https://
www.cbonews.org.uk. We do not want to risk the lives of our distributors, 
our readers or the staff  and volunteers of the Churchinford Community 
Shop. However, until the end of the lockdown, CBO News will be free.  

We realise, of course, that many of our subscribers are not online, so please, 
if you can, print off  any relevant articles and pass on to them. We are doing 
our best to keep people informed of what is going on in the three parishes 
but all assistance will be gratefully received.

We do not know what the next months will bring but for now we would 
continue to ask that you observe the government’s direct ions about travel, 
isolation and self-distancing and, most importantly, ‘Keep Safe’.

If you can, please fi nd time to read the articles on pp.58-65 which are really 
uplifting.

And then the sun took a step back, the leaves lulled themselves to 
sleep and Autumn was awaked. – Raquel Franco

Until next month,

Jon, Josh & Dave 
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Most of the Benefi ce churches are now open again. Keep up-to-date 
by visiting the Benefi ce website: https://www.blackdownbenefi ce.org.
uk or joining our Facebook group. Please remember that you are 
required to wear a mask in Church.

All Chapel Services and Bible Study meetings are cancelled until further 
notice. 

Blackdown Benefi ce
6th September  0800  Corfe Holy Communion (BCP)
Th irteenth Sunday  1030 Churchstanton Harvest Festival
fter Trinity (G)  1030 Zoom service 

13th September  0915  Corfe Harvest Festival
Fourteenth Sunday  1030 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP)
after Trinity (G)  1030 Zoom service
   
20th September  0830 Birchwood Holy Communion (BCP)
Fifteenth Sunday  1030 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW)
after Trinity (G)  1030 Zoom service

27th September  0915 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW)
Sixteenth Sunday  1030 Otterford Harvest Festival
after Trinity (G)  1030 Zoom service

  

Bishopswood Chapel
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Jim’s Thought
At the time of writing this thought, many people across the UK are heading 
for their holiday’s.

It seems that despite Lockdown and the Covid crisis, as restrict ions are 
beginning to be lifted, many of us have one thing in mind “A holiday”.

It got me thinking about the holidays my family and I would take when 
our children were much younger. Summer camping holidays in Cornwall & 
Devon. For me as a father in charge of all the logistics that go into planning 
and running a camping holiday for a family of fi ve, it was so tiring that by 
the time a two week camping holiday was over, I was in need of a rest!

We also towed a trailer which was stuff ed with every camping accessory a 
family might need for a two-week holiday under canvas. 

Th e roof rack carried a large box crammed with bucket and spades, a host 
of sporting and outdoor pursuit equipment. Whilst the boot was fi lled with 
suitcases full of our clothes and toiletries and extra bags packed with lunch 
provisions for the long journey. What was left was stuff ed into the car and 
included pillows and blankets for the children in the unlikely event they 
wanted to sleep.

Th ank goodness we had air conditioning!

At regular intervals during the journey our children would cry “are we 
nearly there yet! and important landmarks, like the willow walking man, 
which indicated that we were a step closer to our destination and who today 
is overshadowed by the enormous Morrisons distribution centre near to 
Bridgwater, were met with traditional loud cheers. 

As I look back, on these times, it is clear now that the journey itself was an 
important part of the holiday experience. And that is true in life generally, 
don’t you think? 

We begin a journey with our focus, very much on the destination. 

But then the journey itself can slowly but surely shift our focus and have a 
surprisingly large impact  on our lives.
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Keeping connected!

As we continue to move through the Covid-19 pandemic, we are 
looking at new ways to keep people informed of what is happening 
and also to off er support in any way in which we can.

On our website CBO News you will fi nd the latest edition and also 
more Covd-19 information. You can also join us on Facebook at 
CBO News.

With have been planning for the future and hope that soon we will 
be able to consult our readers on plans for the way forward.

Th e Blackdown Benefi ce website contains details of online services 
etc. Th ere is also a new Benefi ce Facebook group.

Th e Blackdown Support Group is also on Facebook

On WhatsApp there is a Bishopswood / Otterford group.
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Th e act ual journey itself can take on a new importance, it is not just 
something at worst to be endured. Th e journey can go on to shape our lives 
in new ways and provide us with new insights into the way we live.

Th is is one reason why many people of diff erent faiths will go on a pilgrimage 
to a signifi cant historic and sacred site. In search of spiritual nourishment, 
deeper understanding, and a sense of fulfi lment.

And as we journey through this Covid crisis, a part of us longs for it to 
end and for a return to some normality. Yet the journey itself has brought 
and continues to bring many new insights into the way we live. Despite 
the suff ering and the sacrifi ce, we have also gained new knowledge and 
understanding, for example, of the threats posed by such a virus. Despite the 
challenges posed by social distancing and lockdown, many of us have grown 
in our sense of togetherness and community.

And whilst there is still much uncertainty, the recent crisis is a reminder 
that good things can come out of bad and that we can be stronger through 
our shared experiences. And as Christians we must continue to journey as a 
community of faith trusting in our God.

Finally let us take heart from these words from Matthew’s Gospel 28.20 as 
Jesus was teaching his disciples.

“And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

Jim
Bishop Peter’s letter

I am writing this whilst receiving treatment in hospital, although by the 
time you read this, I hope that I may be back home having completed my 
fi rst course of chemotherapy. Th e fi rst thing I want to say, and I am sure this 
is echoed by so many, is what wonderful treatment and care I have received 
from everyone in the hospital. Th eir kindness, concern and professionalism 
are beyond words.

What is an unusual experience for me however, is that I have not been 
allowed to leave my room and the doors and windows have been kept 
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fi rmly shut. Looking out of my window and craning my neck upwards I 
am just able to get a glimpse of the sky outside. Without that I would not 
know whether it was sunny or cloudy or raining outside. Not that I am in 
any way complaining. I am safe and receiving the best care imaginable. 
It is also important whatever may happen to keep a sense of proportion. I 
vividly recall hearing Terry Waite speak when he came to the diocese on 
one occasion. It is unimaginable what he went through in those 1763 days 
in Beirut – the fi rst four years of which were spent in solitary confi nement, 
blindfolded, in a basement room with no windows, with no books or papers, 
chained to a radiator and sleeping on the fl oor. His courage and faith are 
remarkable and have inspired so many people since. I remember him once 
being interviewed and being asked what the happiest moment of his life 
was, one that he would cherish forever. He replied: ‘When my blindfold was 
taken off  during my release in November 1991. I’d been in the dark – in a 
basement or blindfolded - for years. For the fi rst time in fi ve years I saw the 
sky, the grass, the colours, and I felt the wind on my face.’

Terry Waite is also very clear about how the prayers of so many others 
supported him through those years. As I write I am also very aware of all 
the prayers that have and are being said for me. Th at is both humbling and 
encouraging and once I am getting out and about again, I look forward to 
being able to thank you personally.

With my thanks, best wishes and prayers for you,

+Peter Bath et Well:

Thoughts from Bishopswood
Covid-19 is the ultimate example of a tool for evolution. It hits hardest at the 
most vulnerable: those who are old, have underlying health problems, the 
obese and weak. Get rid of those and the herd is strengthened. Th e fi ttest 
survive. Logically we should let it run for the sake of the human race.
So why is it that governments all over the world are spending huge sums 
on protect ing the weak and the vulnerable? Th e sceptic will give the answer 
that it will win votes in the next elect ion. Unfortunately, while that may be 
true it only pushes the question further back and makes it even bigger. Why 
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Churchinford & District Community Shop 
 

Before you go to town, try the Churchinford Community Shop 
Over 2000 items in stock & competitive pricing! 

 

Daily deliveries of quality Fresh Fruit & Vegetables 
Milk, Dairy & Free-range eggs 

Bread, Cakes, Pasties, Fresh Local Meat 
News & Stationery 

Over 25 local suppliers 
 

Post Office 
Mon – Fri 1pm – 3pm 

 
Mail, Banking, Withdrawal & Deposits, Health Lottery, Bill Payment 

Shop 
Mon 10am – 1pm   3pm – 5pm 
Tues 9am – 1pm   3pm – 5pm 
Wed 10am – 1pm   3pm – 5pm 
Thurs 9am – 1pm   3pm – 5pm 
Fri   9am – 1pm   3pm – 5pm 

Sat 9am – 2pm 
Sun – Closed 

 

Churchinford & District Community Shop 
Churchinford 

TA3 7DJ 
Tel: 01823 601026 

Email: shopmanager@churchinfordshop.co.uk 
www.churchinfordshop.co.uk 
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does it win votes? Why is the idea that we should protect  the weak and the 
vulnerable embedded into the public psyche?
Western democracy believes that its standards are both logical and universal. 
A look at the rest of the world and history does not support that viewpoint. 
We see governments that have little compunct ion about suppressing and 
even imprisoning minorities, we have seen examples of ethnic cleansing and 
we see caste systems that are designed to keep the poor and needy just that, 
poor and needy. Th e western idea of freedom and equality for all is hardly 
universal and hasn’t been throughout history.
So why are these values embedded in the western psyche?
Th ey may not have been perfect ly or universally applied but I believe that 
it is because we have experienced centuries of the teachings of the Bible. 
Even well before Jesus came onto this earth God was the God of the poor 
and needy. God embedded into his law the words: “You shall not oppress a 
hired servant who is poor and needy, whether he is one of your brothers or 
one of the sojourners who are in your land within your towns.” I have just 
attempted to count the number of times that God takes the side of the poor 
and needy but gave up because there were too many.
Jesus takes this concept much further, he told us to love our enemies and 
demonstrated it. He lived in a land occupied by the Romans. Th ey were the 
enemy. Th e Jews hated them but when a Roman centurion came to him and 
asked that his servant might be healed he healed him. He was known as a 
friend of sinners. Amongst his disciples were fi shermen, a tax collect or (also 
hated by the Jews) and a Zealot. Th e Zealots were a terrorist bunch dedicate 
to fi ghting against the Roman occupation. He brought forgiveness to just 
such people and brought them to God. As the Roman soldiers drove nails 
through his hands he prayed, “Father forgive them …”
In the Covid-19 epidemic we all have had to forgo many of our beloved 
freedoms. We may have done so gladly on behalf of the weak and vulnerable. 
However with the demise of Christianity we are rapidly losing that Christian 
heritage and are creating a “me fi rst, I am the only one that matters” society 
that only grudgingly has accepted the restrict ions placed upon us. If so, 
we need the Christian message of appropriating the forgiveness that comes 
from Jesus through personal repentance. 

Nyall
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PROTECT 
YOURSELF
& OTHERS

CORONAVIRUS

Wash your hands 
more often 
for 20 seconds
Use soap and water or a hand sanitiser when you:

• Get home or into work

• Blow your nose, sneeze or cough

• Eat or handle food

Coronavirus

For more information and the Government’s 
Action Plan go to nhs.uk/coronavirus
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Otterford Parish Council
Th e Parish Council held a virtual meeting online, using the ‘Zoom’ meeting 
facility, on Tuesday 11 August. Attending were OPC Councillors Mike 
Canham (Chairman), Charlie Field (Vice-Chairman), Lucy Montgomery, 
SCC Cllr John Th orne, and the Clerk. 

Th e meeting was held in accordance with the Government’s Local Authority 
Coronavirus 2020 Regulations.

Cllr Th orne reported:

• the ‘One Somerset’ local government reorganisation proposal was agreed 
at a full council meeting on 29 July and has been submitted to the 
Secretary of State for fi nal decision (expect ed in the autumn).

Planning Matters

New applications: none.

Approved applications: 29/20/0012 AGN Application for prior notifi cation 
for the erect ion of an agricultural building for storage of machinery at 
Walland Farm, Otterford.

Refused applications: 29/20/0011 Erect ion of a general purpose agricultural 
building on land at Otterford. 

Dog fouling 

Th is appears to be a continuing problem. We still have some irresponsible 
dog owners who are allowing their dogs to foul the verges and roads in 
Bishopswood. Th ere is no excuse for this. Th e Parish Council has two dog 
waste bins, one at the Bishopswood Meadows and one near the Candlelight. 
Volunteers kindly empty these as the District  Council won’t. Please pick up 
after your dog! If you see anyone not picking up their dog mess, challenge 
them or report them to the Clerk.

Projects/activities/events

Now the forge had re-opened the Council would be ordering a new arm for 
the demolished fi ngerpost (in safekeeping) at the top of Corfe Hill. Once we 
have this, we will re-install the fi ngerpost. 
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LISTENING CHAPLAINCY PHONELINE
Serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire

We are a faith-based service offering chaplaincy support 
for people of all faiths and none in mes of emergency

Are you recently bereaved or concerned about end of life issues?
Are you a key worker overwhelmed by what you are facing or dealing with at work?

Are you worried about someone who is seriously ill, especially if you can’t visit them?
Are you anxious about the effect that the COVID 19 crisis is having on your life? 

Maybe you would just like someone from the faith communi es to talk to.

If you live in the Bristol, Somerset or South Gloucestershire area: 

Call 0330 229 1700 ● 8am-11pm ● 7 days a week

CARING and CONFIDENTIAL 

The Faith Communi es Major Emergencies Team serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire

0330 229 1700
8am-11pm

7 days a week
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Th e Council has appointed two Parish Path Liaison Offi  cers (PPLOs), 
Richard Lupton and Roger Poland, to monitor parish footpaths and keep 
pathways, gates and stiles clear and report problems. Th anks to others who 
expressed an interest in helping with this.

Otterford Helping Hand

It was agreed to end this scheme as government shielding and the Blackdown 
Pract ice delivery runs had fi nished, and demand for Churchinford Shop 
deliveries had reduced suffi  ciently to allow its own volunteer team to cope. 
Th e grant money had been spent and the Clerk held stocks of PPE for future 
use. Th e scheme can be resurrect ed in future if things deteriorated again. 
Th e Council formally recorded its thanks to the volunteers, to the Clerk and 
to Mrs Cotterill Smith, who had coordinated the volunteers and deliveries.

Otterford Playing Fields

Th e annual safety inspect ion has now been carried out and remedial works 
should have been completed by the time this is published. A fi nal COVID 
risk assessment will be carried out before the fi elds re-open. Th e Council has 
also appointed three playing fi eld wardens who will check on the fi elds each 
week and has agreed signage advising users of conditions of use. We hope 
the fi elds will re-open by September.

Th e Council is extremely grateful to Kingfi sher Tree Services who have 
carried out some tree surgery in the fi elds at no cost to the parish.

Date & Time of next meeting: 

Tuesday 8 September 2020, at 7.30pm, probably again using ‘Zoom’, unless 
anything changes. Please contact  the Clerk if you want to observe this 
meeting. 

NB: Th is is not a comprehensive note of the meeting but a summary of 
discussions and matters thought to be of interest to readers. A full copy 
of the minutes will be on the website (otterfordparishcouncil.org) after the 
September meeting. 

Penny Hart
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Otterford Snippets

Otterford Community Defi brillators

Located at Th e Candlelight Inn and at the Parish Hall, both in Bishopswood, 
and at Th e Holman Clavel Inn at Culmhead. In the event of an emergency 
you must telephone 999 fi rst, to request assistance from the Ambulance 
Service. In addition to despatching necessary assistance they will advise you 
of the code to open the cabinet to access a defi brillator.

Otterford ‘Parish Emergency Telephone System’ (PETS)

Th is is a community run system available to residents of Otterford parish 
only, which, in an emergency (whether a cardiac arrest or other), enables a 
number of local residents to be contact ed to ask for assistance - in particular 
collect ion of a defi brillator - pending the arrival of the emergency services.   

If you live in Otterford parish and need this assistance, the number to dial 
is 01460 455155.  

Otterford Certifi cated First Aiders 

Tanya Hetherington 01460 234706 Penny Hart 01460 234639
John & Penny Gale 01823 601577 John Matthews 01460 234062

(Th e above have First Aid Kits)
Philip & Nicky Needham 01460 234101 Edwina Wakely 01460 234477
Kathy Shovelton 01460 234958

Books About Otterford 

Hist ory of Otterford (£10).  Th e history of the Parish up to 1900

View from the Milking Stool (£8). An autobiography by Frederica Tyrrell, 
detailing life in Otterford and the Blackdown Hills 60+ years ago 

Otterford Remembered (£5). Detailing the lives of Otterford men who fought 
and died, or came home, in World War 1.  

All books are available from Otterford Parish Council - Contact  Penny Hart 
on 01460 234639.
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Otterford Helping Hand

Th e government’s main shielding scheme ended on 31st July, and (despite 
some regression to local lockdowns in certain areas of the UUK) life here 
is slowly returning to a degree of normality. Th e Blackdown Pract ice also 
ceased routine regular deliveries at the end of July, and deliveries from 
Churchinford Shop have reduced suffi  ciently to allow their own regular 
volunteer-team to cope. 

With this in mind, the Parish Council has taken the decision to ‘stand 
down’ the Otterford Helping Hand Scheme … at least for the time being. 
If anyone is really stuck please contact  Penny – 01460 234639 – and we’ll 
try to sort something. In doing so can we thank all the volunteers who have 
worked on the Scheme, particularly Yvette Cotterill-Smith and Penny Hart 
for administering. 

We are well-placed to restart the scheme if needed: most volunteers say they 
would be happy to assist again if they can; and we are holding a stock of 
gloves, face masks, face shields and sanitiser. 

Otterford Playing Fields 

As this update is drafted the Fields and the Play Equipment remain closed. 
We are currently working through an act ion plan – with most safety repairs 
completed and the rest in hand, cleaning ordered, ‘weekly inspect ors’ 
appointed, and trees inspect ed and cut back where necessary – and hope 
to be talking to the Parish Council’s insurers by the middle of August. All 
being well OPF will be open by the time you read this. 

Footpaths

We are delighted to say that we had not one, but fi ve, volunteers to take on 
this voluntary role of (in SCC-speak) Parish Paths Liaison Offi  cer.

We have accepted the fi rst two who replied – Roger Poland will keep an 
eye on the footpaths and bridleways on this (the Bishopswood) side of the 
B3170, Richard Lupton on the other side. But thank you also to the others 
who volunteered!
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Call us on 0800 304 7412

Charity reg no. 207994 (England & Wales),  SC038731 (Scotland) F446e
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In partnership with

Bereavement support

The Somerset Bereavement 
Support Service is here if 
you’ve been bereaved and 
need emotional support or 
someone to talk to.

How we can help
 
Marie Curie Companions can provide bereavement support for 
people across Somerset who are over the age of 18. This service 
provides telephone support calls with compassionate 
volunteers. They’ve all completed specific training, including how to 
support people in sensitive situations and dealing with difficult 
subjects, such as death, dying and bereavement.
 
In addition, a further six sessions of one to one bereavement 
counselling can be provided by experienced bereavement support 
workers at Mind in Somerset specialist bereavement service. Mind in 
Somerset support adults and children aged 12+ . They can work in a 
whole family setting if needed.
 
We are here to help and welcome your call.
9am to 5pm, Monday to Saturday.
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DATE OTTERFORD DIARY - EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 2020 / 2021

8 Sept Otterford Parish Council Meeting – Likely to be a virtual meeting, 
using the Zoom application. Please check on noticeboards etc., or 
contact  the Parish Clerk if you wish to join.

13 Oct Otterford Parish Council Meeting – more details to follow.
10 
Nov

Otterford Parish Council Meeting – more details to follow.

14 
Nov 

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our nineteenth – We hope to 
meet at the Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Th en pick 
for a maximum of two hours, before returning to the hall for a 
bacon butty (or veggie alternative) and a hot drink. If ongoing 
COVID-19 restrict ions prevent this we will follow the July 
procedure. Watch this space. 

20 
Mar 
21

Bishopswood Big Breakfast – for your diary, more details to 
follow

26 
Mar 
21

Spring Bingo – more details to follow - PAY BAR Venue: 
Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Doors open 7.00pm; eyes 
down 8.00pm

27 
Mar 
21

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twentieth – meet at the 
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum 
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie 
alternative) and a hot drink.

17 Jul 
21

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-fi rst – meet at the 
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum 
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie 
alternative) and a hot drink.

11 
Dec

Christmas Turkey Bingo. Our ever-popular Christmas event – 
with a fresh turkey for each full house winner. PAY BAR Venue: 
Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Doors open 7.00pm; eyes 
down 8.00pm

30 Jan Th e Big Quiz – more details follow PAY BAR
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13 
Nov 
21

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-second – meet at the 
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum 
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie 
alternative) and a hot drink.

17 Dec 
21

Christmas Turkey Bingo. Our ever-popular Christmas 
event – with a fresh turkey for each full house winner.                                                                                                          
PAY BAR Venue: Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Doors 
open 7.00pm; eyes down 8.00pm

Parish Council meetings are held on the second Tuesday of every month 
normally in Th e Wright Room at the Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Access 
via the rear (kitchen) door. Everyone welcome: please contact  the Parish 
Clerk (01460 234639) if disabled access required. Community Time is at 
7.30pm: meetings start by 7.50pm at the latest. PLEASE NOTE THESE 
ARE CURRENTLY BEING HELD ON LINE USING THE ZOOM 
APP

Otterford Church 100 Club
June
28 Alison Barnes £20
62 Janet Grabham £15
35 Jenny Ames £10
6 Sylvia Pike £5
July
31 Sarah Retter £20
45 Mr/Mrs Sumption £15
27 Andrew Garlic £10
73 Ron Paul £5
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Churchinford Weather
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Shelly’s Care
Local Microprovider with 30 years care experience.

Are you looking for help that is tailored to your needs? 
Shelly’s care may be just what you’re looking for. I’m off ering 
support for people with a learning disabilities or the elderly. 
I have a DBS, insurance, and car business insurance. 

I off er the following services:
Personal care, shopping, cooking, sitting service, support 
to appointments, company and much more. For more 
information contact Michelle Reed: 07853281411
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The Wednesday Club

I didn’t put in a report for August because, well, there was nothing to report! 
September though might be a little diff erent because I feel we are edging to a 
better understanding of Coronavirus and how we can get back to some sort 
of normality. Th e village hall is re-opening in September with some caveats. 
I’m sure there will be something in the CBO News to explain in detail but 
essentially, as I understand it, and apart from heating and fresh air issues, 
there will be no food served in the hall and people will be invited to bring 
their own drinks. 

It seems to me that the essence of Th e Wednesday Club is that it is a tea 
club; yes, it is a social aff air and yes, there is always some entertainment or 
act ivity but essentially we all meet for a chat over a cup of tea. 
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I have had feedback from the RVS to invite clubs to re-start if the volunteers 
are in good health and under 70. Over 70s are still considered to be 
vulnerable. Most of our helpers are over 70 and some with health issues so 
we would have a problem logistically in organising a meeting. Th en, would 
any of our members want to come to a meeting with a speaker but no tea 
afterwards? And how many of our members would feel safe about returning 
to a public space? 

I’m sad to say that all this points to us not meeting again until the Covid-19 
crisis is a little more understood and a little more under control. It is quite 
ironic that our club which has as some of its aims companionship and the 
combatting of loneliness and isolation cannot funct ion when isolation is 
the order of the day and many people are cut off  from the companionship 
of others. I would love to hear your views on this. Please do phone me on 
01823 602882. 

Sally Milnes
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Churchinford Film Club

We are back. We are now able to show fi lms in the Village Hall. We are 
starting on:

Wednesday Oct ober 7 at 2.30 (doors open at 2 pm) and 7,30 pm (doors 
open at 6.45 pm) with

Military Wives (12A)
Military Wives centres on a group of women from diff erent backgrounds 
whose partners are away serving in Afghanistan. Faced with their loved 
ones’ absences, they come together to form the very fi rst military wives 
choir, helping each other through some of life’s most diffi  cult moments 
and quickly fi nd themselves on an international stage.

Kirstin Scott Th omas, Jason Flemyng and Sharon Hogan star

Wednesday November 4 at 2.30 (doors open at 2 pm and 7.30 pm (doors 
open at 6.45 pm)

1917 (15)
At the height of the First World War, two young British soldiers, 
Schofi eld (George MacKay) and Blake (Dean-Charles Chapman) are 
given a seemingly impossible mission. In a race against time, they must 
cross enemy territory and deliver a message that will stop a deadly attack 
on hundreds of soldiers.

Numbers in Churchinford Village Hall are limited in the pandemic so 
please email morrisbandd@gmail.com to let us know if you are coming. If 
the evening performance gets full we will suggest going in the afternoon
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Churchstanton Parish Council

Meetings – Subject  to any change to current Covid restrict ions and guidance, 
the Parish Council intend to hold their next meeting on Wednesday 9th 
September back in the Village Hall. Strict  social distancing rules will be 
applied. If you would like to attend, please let the clerk know in advance on 
01823 299788 or email clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk in order that we can 
keep to safe numbers. Everyone is welcome.

Finance – Balance of Accounts as at 31st July, 2020 - £23,843.33

Planning

• 10/19/0030 (Redetermined) Change of use of land from agricultural to 
equestrian with erect ion of stable block and formation of turnout area 
at Merlands, Biscombe, Churchstanton. Churchstanton Parish Council 
support this application subject  to completion of the planting scheme 
and with a suggestion that the timber cladding should be stained darker 
brown.

• 10/20/0009 Removal of Condition No. 04 (to allow the annexe to 
be used as a separate dwelling) of application 10/07/0031 at Hilliers, 
Biscombe, Churchstanton. Th e Parish Council supports the principle 
of the conversion subject  to sight of accurate plans and elevations, as 
existing and as proposed, on the basis that the Parish Council do not 
believe that they are currently representative of the true eff ect  of the 
development.

• 10/20/0006 Erect ion of an agricultural building for general purpose at 
Stapley, Stapley Road, Churchstanton. Th e Parish Council support this 
application.

Although the Parish Clerk has requested an extension of time for the Parish 
Council response, an extraordinary meeting may be required in August 
to discuss the following two applications received after the agenda for this 
meeting had been published.

• 10/20/00012 (Fairfi eld Stables) 

• 10/20/0010 (Northdown House, Drove Way)
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Mark C Kemp 
 

 BEFORE   AFTER 

 Bishopswood Maintenance 
Property and Garden Services 

 The Firs - Bishopswood – Chard – Somerset – TA20 3RU 
Tel: 01460 234076 

E: mark@avtgroup.biz 

Hard Landscaping 

Transforming Your Outdoor Living 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

WE ONLY HAVE ONE REPUTATION! 
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If required, an extraordinary meeting will take place at 7:30 pm on 
Wednesday 26th August. 

Dog Bins – Two dog bins have now been installed in Churchinford. One 
on the community fi eld and the other in the centre of the village next to the 
Parish noticeboard. Hopefully, this will help to resolve the recent issues with 
dog waste on the community fi eld and in general around the village.

Parish Logo – Th e Parish Council have now adopted a logo which will 
hopefully become familiar in the community as we start to use it on all 
future communications.

Defi brillator – We are delighted that we have a volunteer who has come 
forward and off ered to repaint the outside of our telephone kiosk ready for 
the installation of the defi brillator. Th e Parish Council agreed that the kiosk 
should remain red and gold as it always has been. 

Th e Quarry – Gavin Saunders of Neroche Woodlanders has now completed 
his initial evaluation of the Quarry. A more detailed report will now be 
written and presented to the Parish Council shortly. Once the Parish Council 
have this information, they hope to proceed as soon as possible with their 
exciting plans to create a new outdoor space in the community for all ages. 



34

Facebook & Twitter - In order to further improve communication within 
the parish, it was agreed that a Churchstanton Parish Council Facebook page 
and Twitter account would be set up for immediate use. Watch this space!

PCSO Attendance – Th e Parish Council had requested that a PCSO attend 
our monthly parish council meetings in order to build a strong working 
relationship moving forwards. Despite our best eff orts to have regular 
attendance from our PCSOs, unfortunately, due to the area that they are 
covering they are currently only able to attend twice yearly with their fi rst 
attendance on Wednesday 9th September. Th ey also hope to provide the 
Parish Council with a monthly newsletter.

Full details of our Parish Council meetings can be found in the minutes 
displayed on the Parish notice boards in Churchinford and Stapley as well 
as on the Parish website www.churchinfordpc.co.uk. If you would like to 
speak to one of our Parish Councillors, please contact  the Parish Clerk who 
will arrange this for you.

If you would like to contact  the Parish Clerk regarding any of the above you 
can do so by email to clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk or alternatively you can 
call 01823 299788.

Julie Wardle
Parish Clerk



35



36

Pavilion Bonus Ball

July
4th 13 Ian Bunyan
11th 22
18th 30
25th 15 John Crabb

Buckland St Mary Parish Council
Virtual Meeting of Buckland St Mary Parish Council held on the 23rd 
July 2020

Councillor Every took the Chair and asked those present to take one minute’s 
silence to remember Councillor Albon.

Councillor Every recollect ed that Steve Albon was recruited to the Parish 
Council by ex-Councillor Bromley. He had great enthusiasm in his role and 
did his very best for the Parish Council, and it was clear he had potential to 
become a good Chairman. He became a wonderful Chairman. He always 
knew how to deal with people and had full control over meetings and dealing 
with those present. Not only was Steve involved with the Parish Council, he 
was involved with the school and both Steve and Kate played their part in 
bringing the school back after it was experiencing diffi  culties. Steve also 
willingly helped with the church. 

Councillor Every said the Council will miss him as a good parish councillor, 
a good Chairman, for his involvement in the community and a great person 
in the community. We would also miss him as a great friend.

Councillor Aplin added that Steve was always very helpful as Vice-Chairman 
when he was Chairman.

Matters Arising

Councillor Barton thought that the postponed VE Day celebrations, which 
were tentatively pencilled in for 12th September 2020, should possibly be 
re-scheduled until next year because of the coronavirus pandemic. It was 
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We work with our clients to 
understand their needs, support 
them effectively and deliver the 
best possible legal advice.

Whether it’s commercial or 
personal matters you need help 
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WELLINGTON
T: 01823 666622
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agreed to defer this to either May or July 2021 and the Parish Council would 
discuss again at the start of 2021.

County Councillor and District Councillor reports

District  Councillor Kenton had submitted a written report which had been 
circulated to Councillors. She would be circulating another report shortly. 
Items covered in the report were as follows:

Both Councillors Kenton and Wale were part of a new working group 
called ‘planning reimagined’ to help SSDC modernise the planning system 
and comply with the new government regulations as well as making the 
application process easier.

Th ey were also part of the Chard Regeneration Board which has recently 
released that Chard has been successful in a bid for money to help the High 
Street and has been awarded £1 million. Th is will be match funded by 
SSDC.

Up to 30 people will be able to attend services at Yeovil Crematorium.

Th ere is a new bereavement support service provided by Marie Curie and 
Mind in Somerset.

Both District  Councillors have been invited to a presentation of Somerset 
County Council’s vision of ‘One Somerset’ which is a unitary proposal which 
is not supported by the fi ve District  Councils who are working towards 
producing an alternative proposal.
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West lands will be open from 6th July with reduced capacity for fi lm 
screening. Live shows still cannot be shown.

Community grants are now available to support local environment initiatives. 
Th e fund will cover up to 50% of the project  costs and the Parish Council 
must support the bid for it to be considered. Applications for amounts from 
£100-2,500 with funding limited so applications were encouraged to be 
submitted as soon as possible.

Th e Government is introducing new planning rules due to Covid-19, and 
there will now be a fast track route for builders who request extensions to 
building site working hours. Also, new permitted development rights for 
blocks of fl ats by two storeys. Also there is an extension for all planning 
permission due to expire because of the pandemic.

County Councillor Broom reported that SCC continues to work tirelessly 
with partners to help support communities.

Th ere are leafl ets which set out steps a business or accommodation provider 
should take if a customer or staff  member has a suspect ed or confi rmed case.

Planning

Application No. 20/01823/FUL
Applicant -
Proposal Erect ion of an extension to existing livestock building
Location Moorseek Farm Moorseek Farm Lane Buckland St 

Mary.

Councillor Every reported that he had visited the site and outlined his 
fi ndings. After full discussion, there were no object ions.

Footpath Offi  cer

Th e role of the Footpath Offi  cer was to walk the parish footpaths a minimum 
of once a year, and refer any problems to SSDC who will take act ion, eg fi x 
broken stiles etc. Th e Chair asked if any Councillors knew of anyone and 
Councillor Marshall off ered to put an advert on the community Facebook 
page.
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Finance

(i) Th e Annual Accounts for 2019/20 had been internally audited, agreed 
and were now signed by the Chair.

(ii) Outstanding accounts were agreed:

HMRC PAYE for July and August 2020 - £64.00 x 2

Community Heartbeat Trust , replacement of paediatric elect rodes - £60

MJP Bookkeeping internal audit - £31.80

Matters for report

On Staple Hill, cones had fallen into the ditch between Rackley Lane and 
Blindmoor Lane, due to subsidence. 

Also, further west on the same stretch of road, drains were blocked. Th e 
Clerk would contact  Somerset CC to report these.

Th e memorial stone located in the school had been damaged at its base by 
strimming. Councillor Every reported that and his wife had repaired the 
area around the stone to prevent further damage occurring.

Councillor Farmer reported that he had 50 potted trees which needed 
homes. Anyone who was interested to contact  Councillor Farmer.

Date and time of next meeting

Th e next meeting will be held virtually on Th ursday, 3rd September 2020, 
at 8.00 pm (no meeting in August.)

It was agreed that any planning applications received in August would be 
circulated to councillors for responses to be forwarded to the Clerk.

(Full minutes will be agreed and signed at the next meeting. Th ese are notes 
for information.)

Veronica Moore
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Buckland St Mary Rainfall
St Swithin’s Day, 15th, was dry, boding well for the ‘myth’ of 40-days spell of 
dry weather, although there were some spells of rain especially the 25th/26th. 
On the night of the 5th the full moon was known as the Strawberry Moon 

July 2020 was the 5th driest in the 21-year record, with a total rainfall of 
31.40 mm (1.24 ins.). 

Th e wettest day was the 25th with 6.00 mm of rain (0.24 ins.; 30.74% of 
the total), followed by the 26th with 5.30 mm (0.21 ins.; 16.88%), the 1st 
with 4.80 mm (0.19 ins.; 15.28%) and the 18th with 3.60 mm (0.14 ins.; 
11.46%).

Th e 21-year average for July was 72.03 mm (2.84 ins.). 

July mm inches July mm inches

2000 70.60 2.78 2011 40.90 1.61

2001 86.20 3.39 2012 137.80 5.42

2002 71.30 2.81 2013 37.30 1.47

2003 90.80 3.57 2014 23.50 0.92

2004 82.00 3.23 2015 100.10 3.94

2005 77.20 3.04 2016 15.70 0.62

2006 28.80 1.13 2017 90.45 3.56

2007 120.80 4.76 2018 50.25 1.98

2008 142.50 5.61 2019 30.90 1.22

2009 155.80 6.13 2020 31.40 1.24

2010 60.10 2.37
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THE YORK INN 
 

Honiton Road, Churchinford. TA3 7RF 
01823 601 333 

NOW AVAILABLE: UPSTAIRS FUNCTION ROOM WITH 
WIFI, PROJECTOR & SCREEN 

IDEAL FOR MEETINGS, PRIVATE PARTIES 

Country Pub offering a warm welcome 

Log Fire. Large selection of Ales including local brews, 
Games Room, Large screen TV. Monthly Meat Draw. Lots 

of Special Events. Good wholesome food using local 
ingredients lunchtime & evenings. Specials board & 

Homemade Pie Board. Takeaway. Sunday Roasts. 
Saturday Breakfast. Parties catered for. PPatio Area.  

Dogs Welcome 

 

Email:theyorkinn@yahoo.com 

www.yorkinn.co.uk 
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Yarty Gardening Club
September is generally the time of year when the club reconvenes 
after a summer of holidays and garden visits. Th is year we have 
all been confi ned to our own gardens but missing out on the 
social club nights. Sadly, we will be unable to meet together for 
the foreseeable future to protect  our members but, as soon as it 

is safe to do so, I hope we can get together again with friends for an evening 
of gardening ideas and inspiration.

It has been very interesting to see how the weather has impact ed the garden 
this year. I can’t really believe the number of times I check the weather 
forecast every day to decide whether we should take the mulch mats off  the 
fruit trees so they get a good soak, whether I can leave the new plants, which 
are hardening off , outside tonight or just to decide what task I am going to 
do, work outside in the garden or shelter in the greenhouse. 

Some crops are doing really well; there have been bumper harvests of soft 
fruit. Th e beans and peas are producing an excellent crop, there is a good 
succession of salads and beetroot, kale, sweet corn, peppers, pumpkins and 
courgettes are growing well. Some crops have struggled; the spring sown 
onions sets are huge, but the autumn ones are little bigger than they were 
when they were planted. Next year I must grow them in modules just in 
case we get another soaking winter! Th e tomatoes seem to be fi zzling out … 
I think it is because they don’t like the shading in the duller weather we’ve 
had, although the cucumbers have loved it. 

All this is teaching me to be a better vegetable grower. Many gardeners are 
lucky to learn from their parents or grandparents but some of us have to 
resort to Gardeners’ World or books. Th e best way to learn is to try things out 
because if you fail, you know what to avoid doing in the future. I have had 
trouble growing carrots here and look enviously at the lovely tapered roots 
every year at the Flower Show. Eric tells me it is the quality (or lack of it) 
of our soil, so this year I have been growing them in large tubs of peat free 
compost and we have been able to enjoy beautiful sweet carrots. No prizes 
for guessing how I shall be growing them next year.



46

HEATHER SPARKS 
TEL/TEXT: 07561 498365 

EMAIL:  
fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk 

www.fitness4fun.wix.com/heather 

Looking for a keep-fit class …? 
Come along, socialise, meet new friends  

and have fun getting fit! 

WEDNESDAY 

9.30-10.30am 
The Village Hall  

Bishopswood  

Nr Chard, TA20 3RS 

THURSDAY 

9.30-10.30am 
Trident  Hall  

Galmington  

Taunton, TA1 5NN 

WEDNESDAY 

6 - 7pm 
West Monkton Village Hall  

Monkton Heathfield  

Taunton, TA2 8NE 

£6  per class      
Term Time Only 

No membership fees. 

RSA/OCR   Qualified Instructor 
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Th e meadow has also noticeably responded to the weather. Although it had 
a good drenching over the winter, the heatwave in the spring aff ect ed the 
growing rates of the grasses and meadow fl owers so everything is just that 
bit lower this year. We haven’t had the spect acular show of fl owers and this 
in turn has aff ect ed our overall butterfl y numbers. However, we continue to 
enjoy them on the buddleias in the garden, as long as I keep deadheading.

Other jobs to do in the September garden include:

• Remove shading on the greenhouse as the last of tomatoes and peppers 
will ripen better.

• Keep picking beans and courgettes - they will keep producing until the 
frosts.

• Lift and store main crop onions

• Pick sweetcorn cobs.

• Pot up rooted cuttings which you took in midsummer.

• Finish picking the fresh, new shoots and leaves off  herbs before the 
foliage starts to die back. Many such as thyme, bay, mint and marjoram 
can be tied into small loose bunches and dried.

• Mint, lemon balm and French tarragon can be split and replanted to 
rejuvenate them for next year but keep the tarragon in a pot or sheltered 
spot as it is less hardy.

• New strawberry runners planted now will give a decent crop next year.

• Plant winter hardy onion sets.

• Sow hardy oriental salad leaves for harvesting through winter.

• Sow spring cabbage, spring onions and spinach.

• Sow parsley in pots for picking in winter and spring.

• Stake taller brassicas to canes to prevent damage from wind rock later.

• While pumpkins and squashes are ripening, raise them off  the soil, on 
straw or a brick or tile to stop them rotting. After harvesting (before the 
frost) allow their skins to harden in the sun.

• Take hardwood cuttings of gooseberries and black and red currants. 
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• Remove fallen leaves from the pond before they sink and rot - cover the 
pond to catch the rest.

• Gather up and burn or bin any leaves that have fallen from roses infect ed 
with black spot.

• Remove any apples, pears or plums aff ect ed by brown rot to stop it 
spreading.

• Complete conifer hedge trimming ideally by the end of the month.

• Finish summer apple pruning - cut back this year’s new growth to 
around 4cm, just above a bud.

• Fill lawn hollows with topsoil and over-sow with grass seed.

• Use up spare and open packets of hardy annual seeds by direct  sowing 
into any patches of bare earth round the garden. Don’t forget to mark or 
label them in some way!

• Plant an area of bulbs such as crocus, snowdrops and daff odils in the 
lawn to enjoy the spring fl owers.

• Plant lily bulbs in pots or borders.

• Sow sweet peas in pots for earlier fl owers next year.

• Begin to water dormant cyclamen houseplants to encourage them back 
into growth.

• Make sure camellias are kept well-watered now (with rainwater if 
possible) to ensure buds don’t drop off  next spring.

• Order bare root fruit trees and bushes.

• Move evergreen shrubs and conifers.

• Move containers with vulnerable plants to more sheltered spots at the 
end of the month.

• Treat susceptible plants in pots with vine weevil nematodes.

• Clear out spent summer crops from the greenhouse at the end of the 
month. Tomatoes will continue to ripen off  the plant - hang up the 
trusses somewhere cool and dry.
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Your local, 
established, 
renewable 

energy installer

www.lightworkenergy.co.uk
patrick@lightworkenergy.co.uk
01460 234930      07909 111629

Elm End, Hare Lane, Buckland St. Mary, TA20 3JS

SOLAR PANELS & HEAT PUMPS
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• Use a warm day to do a thorough clean of the greenhouse, removing any 
potted plants, then disinfect ing and rinsing all surfaces.

• Put up hibernation boxes for benefi cial insect s such as lacewings.

Pauline Bartlett 
Buckland St Mary 100 Club Winners – July 2020

Amount Number Name
£20 37 William Kennard
£15 9 Gill Bromley
£10 1 Neil Arnold
£5 67 Gary Webber

Buckland St Mary Church News
To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: … A 

time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted (Ecclesiast es 3:1, 2b)

Services have now resumed though there are still many restrict ions of course.

In September there are services of Holy Communion (BCP) at St Mary’s at 
10.30 on 13th September and at Birchwood at 8.30 on 20th.

Please remember that you are required to wear a mask in Church 
and that all Covid-19 precautions must be observed.

 We look forward to seeing our congregation return. Please visit the Benefi ce 
website at https://www.blackdownbenefi ce.org.uk and Facebook page for 
regular thoughts and updates.

Bernard Gready & Jon Mayled
Churchwardens
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Guitar Lessons 

Electric, Acoustic, Bass, Classical and Ukulele lessons available 

Lessons from a London College of Music Guitar Examiner, professional guitarist and 
contributor to Guitar Techniques Magazine  
 
Taught from dedicated space in Buckland St. Mary 

harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com 

01460 234829.   07928 590269 

www.harrisonmarsh.co.uk
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Buckland St Mary Flower Show
Buckland St Mary Alternative Flower Show 2020 Show Report

“If we can’t have a show, we can st ill do what we are good at and care about 
and share with the people we live around” that was our intention this year and 
you’ve done us proud! 

Our key object ive this year is to keep everyone safe and well and to follow the 
guidelines that the government has been setting for us. With this in mind, 
it was hard to imagine how we could put on a show that didn’t contravene 
any of those things. Th at is where the ‘Alternative Flower Show 2020’ was 
created.

In response to our idea, many of you took your lovely veg, fl owers and 
homemade bakes that you would normally have brought to the show and left 
them as surprise gift on your friends and neighbours’ doorsteps - what better 
way is there to show a little of our community’s spirit. We received loads of 
photographs showing what you had done as well as reading posts from some 
of you on Facebook. Th ank you for the many emails and thank you cards 
that we have had thanking us for keeping the spirit of the Flower Show alive 
through this tough time and telling us how much you had enjoyed giving 
and receiving gifts.

We also asked if some of you could share photographs that captured the 
strange few months we’ve all been enduring – Living in Lockdown and 
Isolation. We had some great entries, and some interesting interpretations. 
All of us with our own stories to tell.

Our photograph winners were: Sarah Shaylor for Living in Lockdown with 
her photograph of Gardening Th erapy and Neil Rixon for Isolation with his 
photograph of an isolated farmer’s fi eld in the village.

Th e highlight of the weekend was most certainly our social distanced 
gardening competition which had three categories;

1) Glorious garden

2) Pretty pots or beautiful baskets and

3) Healthy vegetables
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Philip Needham, a local gardener and steward for our judges at our ‘usual 
Flower Show’, did a sterling job as our amateur judge. Philip was able to use 
all of his skill and knowledge to help us to understand the beauty of the 
entries that we saw.

Every entrant welcomed us with open arms and showed us the skill and 
dedication that they had for growing and nurturing plants, fl owers, shrubs 
and trees. What we hadn’t expect ed was the stories that they told us and 
the journeys that they had all been on to get their gardens to where they are 
today. We talked to someone who had lived in their home for over 70 years 
and expressed their thoughts and creativity through their garden. All of us 
connect ed with it as if it was a garden we had visited with our own family 
members for years. We also talked to someone who was rebuilding their 
garden after an unfortunate fi re, starting again with their ethos and values 
for sustainability and nature. We had expect ed to see beautiful gardens but 
we hadn’t expect ed the power that everyone’s stories conveyed. We also were 
surprised to hear about the motivation for all of their time, hard work and 
dedication. Every story was diff erent and every story was special, so very 
special. Th ank you to everyone who entered!

So, a big drum roll for this year’s winners …

Glorious Garden: 1st - Penny Powe, 2nd - Mike Fortune and John & Mary 
Gusterson, 3rd - Pat Carter

Pretty Pots and Baskets: 1st - Pat Carter, 2nd - Tanya Devonshire Jones, 
3rd - Sue Marsden

Healthy Veg: 1st - Pat Carter, 2nd - Sue Marsden, 3rd - George Wakley

We also issued ‘Highly Commended Certifi cates’ to Toby & Maya Keates 
for their creative Flower Gardens made from recycled tyres. Well done Toby 
and Maya we loved them!

A Highly Commended Certifi cate was also issued to Ann-Marie Scott for 
the biggest sunfl ower we’ve ever seen! We’d guess that when we saw it, it was 
about 10ft tall.

For a full report and to see this year’s cup winners and the photographs from 
the weekend please visit www.bucklandfl owershow.com.



56

Th anks again for all of your support and hopefully we will see you and your 
wonderful exhibits back in the Village Hall next year.

Th ank you to everyone in the community that participated in the weekend 
in any way. You’re all ‘blooming marvellous’.

Kathy, Lena, Sal & Yvette
AKA the Flower Show Team

“Happiness held is the seed; Happiness shared is the fl ower.” 
(John Harrigan)
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Jon Dagger 

Cooker / Kitchen 

Appliance Engineer 

Based in Hemyock 
Over 35 years experience with  

many manufacturers  
inc. Rangemaster, Hotpoint, 

Cannon and most others 
 

Repairs to range-type or 
built-in or freestanding cookers, 
washing machines, dishwashers 

 
07725 852322 

When will I see you again?

One of the things that has been a no 
go since Coronavirus hit us is singing 
together. Th is has aff ect ed the life of 
every choir in the country - whether 
professional or amateur - as meeting and singing together remains 
impossible. Th ere is DCMS-funded research being conduct ed about the risk 
fact ors involved in singing (and playing some ‘blown’ instruments) but it’s 
at an early stage. 

For the last 18 weeks the Blackdown Voices have tried to plug the gap by 
meeting ‘virtually’, every Saturday via the online platform ‘Zoom’. It’s not 
the same (there is no cake for a start) but we do get to see each other and 
keep our voices oiled and fi t so that hopefully we can sing together sometime 
in the not too distant future.
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Th e strangest thing about it is, because of the time delays involved in using 
the internet we can’t act ually sing together online. We all have to mute 
ourselves except for Penny Hart our choir leader who we listen to and sing 
along with, alone in our own homes. Which takes a bit of getting used to! 
Finding free backing tracks online in the right key, tempo, or arrangement 
proved almost impossible but Chris Knight kindly recorded for us some 
beautiful backing tracks that fi t with our musical scores which has really 
helped. It feels like we’ve really got our act  together and that this is our new 
normal, at least for now. We do have a funny moment now and again. When 
it’s someone’s birthday, we sing Happy Birthday and leave ourselves unmuted 
and a cacophony of sound, completely out of time and sync, can be heard in 
all of our homes due to the diff ering internet speeds and quality. It really is 
awful to listen to but very, very funny!

Th e choir decided to have a bash at a virtual choir video project  so that we 
could hear our voices together again and remember what it feels like to sing 
as a choir. So, using one of Chris’ backing tracks and thanks to the technical 
expertise of Michael Crilly we have produced a video which is now available 
to view online.

Each choir member had to sing on their own in the comfort of their own 
home whilst recording their part. For some of us, this presented a considerable 
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Suitable for young or old, stiff or flexible, fit or not!

 IYENGAR ® YOGA
Classes at Otterford Parish Hall

with

Tanya Devonshire-Jones
® yoga

® used with permission of BKS IYENGAR, Trade Mark Owner.
TM

Mondays:
Tuesdays:
Fridays:

Please bring a folded blanket and a yoga mat if you have one. Some mats available. 
All other equipment provided. No need to book, just drop-in and pay per session. 

07903 079939   tanya.yogateacher@gmail.com
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challenge, whether technically or from background noises from domestic 
animals, passing tract ors or partners. But we overcame all such obstacles. 
Michael then worked some magic, sprinkled some fairy dust and a video 
was produced of us all singing Leonard Cohen’s Hallelujah.

If you’d like to have a listen and see how the Blackdown Voices have 
been keeping busy you can do so by visiting https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Zm7UzsJwoF0

We hope that you enjoy listening to our little bit of normal until we can 
meet again.

A tribute to Julian Bream
A tribute to Julian Bream - virtuoso classical guitarist 

Julian Bream passed away on Friday 14th August 2020 aged 87. He was 
widely acclaimed as the greatest classical guitarist of his generation, but at 
the height of his musical powers his appeal and recognition extended far 
beyond this.

For those classical guitar enthusiasts not so familiar with his work, and for 
students of the classical guitar, this is a moment to refl ect  on why he is so 
justly revered. 

Technical mastery of your chosen musical instrument is a prerequisite in 
the competitive world of classical music. But those few musicians in every 
generation that become icons, synonymous with the greatest repertoire 
written for their instruments, possess several other rare qualities, notably, a 
personal integrity deriving from a lifelong commitment to their art, innate 
musicality and a unique voice. Th ese aff ord the virtuoso complete freedom 
to exploit the expressive qualities of their instrument and create a compelling 
soundscape.

Bream’s abundant musical talents are demonstrated to their fullest his 
recordings of the nineteenth century Spanish repertoire for the classical 
guitar. I hope to illustrate this here with the help of one such piece of music 
which is now a mainstay of the professional classical guitarist’s repertoire - 
Recuerdos de l’Alhambra (Francisco Tárrega). A recording of this piece can 
be found online here https://youtu.be/PqfkMgVaOeY.
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Recuerdos de l’Alhambra is a tremolo study - the exploration of a musical 
technique involving the rapid repetition of a single note to create a continuous 
stream of sound. On the guitar, a tremolo study tends to comprise two 
voices - the tremolo part, typically played on the higher pitched strings, and 
a second voice played mostly on the lower strings.

When tremolo is mastered, it gives the impression of a duet between two 
instruments, when in fact  both voices are played on a single instrument 
by alternately striking a bass note with the right-hand thumb and a single, 
repeated tremolo note with the third, second and fi rst fi ngers of the right 
hand, in that order.

Th e principle technical challenge is to repeat this pattern at speed and with 
the dexterity to create a seamless blend of the two voices. In Recuerdos de 
l’Alhambra, the musician must play this pattern from beginning to end, 
maintaining a tempo of between 8 and 12 notes per second for several 
minutes. Perfect ly coordinated and synchronised movements of the left and 
right hands are essential to maintain fl uency.

Unfortunately, completing this Olympian feat of dexterity does not 
guarantee a musical outcome. Far from it. A myriad of amateur and 
professional recordings of this piece stand as a testament to this truth. 
While there is clearly a degree of subject ivity when it comes to defi ning what 
constitutes a “musical” performance, those individuals recognised widely as 
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great musicians all possess the ability to take their audiences on coherent, 
colourful and nuanced musical journeys which compel us to listen.

How exact ly is this achieved? Each virtuoso brings a unique collect ion of 
skills and qualities to their music making. In his recordings and master 
classes, Julian Bream revealed a remarkable musical sensitivity and profound 
commitment to understanding and interpreting the music he chose to play. 
Th e compelling nature of his music making derives from these attributes 
and an extraordinary mastery of rubato - the ability to manipulate the 
tempo of a musical phrase or passage in ways that create drama and elicit 
human emotion. 

In Recuerdos de l’Alhambra, Bream’s virtuosity is apparent from the outset. 
Th e voices are perfect ly balanced, the tempo and tremolo measured, and 
the sound charact eristically and uniquely mellifl uous. Bream creates 
an enthralling musical narrative from a brooding and contemplative 
introduct ion in A minor to the brilliance and passion of the development in 
A major. Th roughout the piece, Bream’s meticulous phrasing ebbs and fl ows 
organically, creating waves of emotion and cathartic release, breathing life 
and humanity into the piece. Th e surge of passion in the A major sect ion at 
1:52 is extraordinarily powerful and poignant. For me, the rubato conjures 
up the rhythm of a human breath overcome by deep emotion. 

Whilst a reduct ive approach gives some insight into the mechanics of Bream’s 
sound product ion, it is an incomplete and wholly unsatisfact ory explanation 
of his musicality. As an occasional performer of this piece over many years 
I have come to known Bream’s performance of Recuerdos de l’Alhambra in 
painstaking detail. Like so many other mortals of the classical guitar world, 
striving for perfect ion, I have yet to achieve a sound as memorable or as 
moving.

RIP Maestro

Clive Pierce
Churchinford
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BIRD TABLES & 
GARDEN PLANTERS

Free local 
delivery 

Planters & Troughs 
Bat Boxes 

Bird Tables & Boxes 
Hedgehog Houses 

Log Stores
www.blackdownwoodcrafts.co.uk 

01823 601116 / 07711 504791
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Beware of white goods insurance scams

Insurance scams for white goods involve a fraudster cold calling a person 
claiming that their insurance for their white goods, such as washing machine 
or fridge, has expired and they need to renew it. Th e scammer then asks the 
vict im for their bank details so they can make the payment. In reality they 
will use these details to commit fraud. Even if the vict im is suspicious and 
questions the caller, the scammer will try to convince them that they need 
the cover. 

To protect  yourself:

• Remember – cold calls of this nature are a scam. Put the phone down 
straight away and don’t give any personal or fi nancial details. 

• If you are worried that you need to renew your policy, fi nd the paperwork 
from your genuine insurer and contact  them via the details shown. 

• Shop around for insurance to fi nd the best cover and price for you. 
Check the terms and conditions and always know what you are signing 
up for. 

• Find trustworthy insurance providers through the Buy With Confi dence 
scheme. All businesses in the scheme are vetted, approved and monitored 
by Trading Standards. Visit buywithconfi dence.gov.uk or call 01392 
383430.

If you are worried you have been scammed: 

• Get advice from Citizens Advice on 03454 040506

• Report it to Act ion Fraud on 0300 123 2040 

Th is article has been written by Devon, Somerset and Torbay Trading 
Standards Service https://www.devonsomersettradingstandards.gov.uk/ 
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End Pieces

Back in the days of tanners and bobs,
When Mothers had patience and Fathers had jobs. 
When football team families wore hand me down shoes, 
And T.V. gave only two channels to choose. 

Back in the days of three penny bits,
when schools employed nurses to search for your nits. 
When snowballs were harmless; ice slides were permitted 
and all of your jumpers were warm and hand knitted. 

Back in the days of hot ginger beers,
when children remained so for more than six years. 
When children respect ed what older folks said, 
and pot was a thing you kept under your bed. 

Back in the days of List en with Mother, 
when neighbours were friendly and talked to each other. 
When cars were so rare you could play in the street. 
When Doct ors made house calls and Police walked the beat.

Back in the days of Milligan’s Goons,
when butter was butter and songs all had tunes. 
It was dumplings for dinner and trifl e for tea, 
and your annual break was a day by the sea. 
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Back in the days of Dixon’s Dock Green, 
Crackerjack pens and Lyons ice cream. 
When children could freely wear National Health glasses, 
and teachers all stood at the FRONT of their classes.

Back in the days of rocking and reeling, 
when mobiles were things that you hung from the ceiling. 
When woodwork and pottery got taught in schools, 
and everyone dreamed of a win on the pools. 

Back in the days when I was a lad,
I can’t help but smile for the fun that I had. 
Hopscotch and roller skates; snowballs to lob. 
Back in the days of tanners and bobs.

Th ese glorious insults are from an era “before” the English language got 
boiled down to four-letter words.

“He had delusions of adequacy.” 

Walter Kerr 

“He has all the virtues I dislike and none of the vices I admire.” 

Winst on Churchill 

“I have never killed a man, but I have read many obituaries with great 
pleasure.” 

Clarence Darrow 
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Cancelled during the pandemic
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“He has never been known to use a word that might send a reader to the 
dict ionary.” 

William Faulkner (about Ernest Hemingway) 

“Th ank you for sending me a copy of your book; I’ll waste no time reading 
it.” 

Moses Hadas 

“I didn’t attend the funeral, but I sent a nice letter saying I approved of it.” 

Mark Twain 

“He has no enemies, but is intensely disliked by his friends.” 

Oscar Wilde 

“I am enclosing two tickets to the fi rst night of my new play; bring a friend, 
if you have one. “ 

George Bernard Shaw to Winston Churchill 

“Cannot possibly attend fi rst night, will attend second … if there is one.” 

Winst on Churchill, in response 

“I feel so miserable without you; it’s almost like having you here.” 

Stephen Bishop 

“He is a self-made man and worships his creator.” 

John Bright 
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Taking care of your loved ones with the dignity and respect that they deserve

Culmstock Road, 
Hemyock, EX15 3RJ

07860 390002
24 hours a day

50 Fore Street, 
Cullompton, EX15 1LB

01884 32855
9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

pringandson@aol.com

Proud provider of Golden Charter Plans www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk

1895 - 2020

4th Generation
Independent Family Business

A complete personal service to suit your wishes, 
arrangements can be made in the comfort 

of your own home.

Serving the Blackdown Hills and Culm Valley

Hemyock Funeral Directors
Est 1895
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“I’ve just learned about his illness. Let’s hope it’s nothing trivial.” 

Irvin S. Cobb 

“He is not only dull himself; he is the cause of dullness in others.” 

Samuel Johnson 

“In order to avoid being called a fl irt, she always yielded easily.” 

Charles, Count Talleyrand 

“He loves nature in spite of what it did to him.” 

Forrest  Tucker 

  

“Why do you sit there looking like an envelope without any address on it?” 

Mark Twain 

“His mother should have thrown him away and kept the stork.” 

Mae West  

“Some cause happiness wherever they go; others, whenever they go.” 

Oscar Wilde 

“He uses statistics as a drunken man uses lamp-posts … for support rather 
than illumination. “ 

Andrew Lang (1844-1912) 
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“He has Van Gogh’s ear for music.” 

Billy Wilder 

“I’ve had a perfect ly wonderful evening. But I’m afraid this wasn’t it.” 

Groucho Marx 
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Guillaume Dijon Telephone: 01823 421 049 
Ringborough House Mobile: 07892 406 096 
Churchinford, Taunton TA3 7EB Email: gdijon@consultant.com 

RINGBOROUGH DESIGN AND PLANNING 
 

Helping you build 
your dream home 



82



83



84

Churchstanton Primary is a welcoming and friendly school in a unique rural location,
surrounded by beautiful countryside in the heart of the Blackdown Hills. 

We are fortunate enough to have a forest, two playgrounds, a games field and an
adventure trail, as well as before and after school care provision. 

We are part of a vibrant rural community, offering a creative and challenging curriculum, 
helping our children achieve their highest potential. 

We currently have spaces available - please contact on 01823 601354 

Churchstanton Primary School is a very special place to begin your child's education.

LLearningg inn thee heartt off thee forestt 
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Valid until 31.12.2020
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Maths Tuition 
GCSE and A level Maths Tuition from Maths Post Graduate with Ten Years 
Experience in One To One Tuition. 

All Lessons Tailored to the Individual, taught in a dedicated teaching space in 
Buckland St. Mary. 

DBS Checked. 

01460 234829   07928 590269 

harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com



88

Advertising in the CBO News - Scale of Charges
Size of advertisement in millimetres Monthly Annually

B/W   Colour

Pink Pages 

(no commercial 

advertisements)
(1/4 x A5 Size) 124w x 44h (Landscape) £7 £47      £80 N/A
(1/4 x A5 Size) 61w x 91h (Portrait) £7 £47      £80 N/A
(1/2 x A5 Size) 124w x 91h (Landscape) £16 £78      £150 £2
(A5 Size) 124w x 185h (Portrait) £23 £125    £280 £4
The CBO News accepts no liability for:
     1.  Any claims made by advertisers.
     2.  Any errors or omissions in the advertisement as submitted by the advertiser.
     3.  Any legal action as a result of the advertisement.
Acceptance of an advert into the Pink Pages is at the discretion of the CBO News
editorial team. We seek to uphold the purpose of the Pink Pages - namely to support 
local charities, community groups and clubs, fund-raising activities, and non-commercial 
activities, either taking place in the CBO parishes, or in the wider area where they may 
be deemed to be of interest to our readers - by charging a nominal advertising fee that 
is refl ective of the non-commercial nature of the event taking place.

Copy deadlines for the October 2020 issue: 

Adverts: noon, Monday 7th September 2020

Editorial: noon, Monday 14th September 2020

Editor:    Jon Mayled - 1 Stephens Cottages, Buckland St Mary, TA20 3SL  
   email: editors@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234181

Advertising Manager &  Josh Strickland - Beech House, Bishopswood, TA20 3RS
Treasurer:  e-mail: adverts@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234144

Pink Pages:   Dave Jefferies - email: pinkpages@cbonews.org.uk

Subscription Managers:  Churchstanton - Pat Stenning - 1 Lambpark Court, Churchinford, TA3 7PL
   Tel: 01823 602926

   Buckland St Mary - Bill Butt - Old Post Offi ce, Buckland St Mary, Chard,
   TA20 3SJ Tel: 01460 234225

   Otterford - Penny Gale - Lower Fyfett Barn, Otterford, Chard, TA20 3QP
   Tel: 01823 601577

Cover Photo & p.77:  © Oliver Hellowell 2020
       https://www.facebook.com/OliverHellowellPhotographer/

The CBO News team is nominated by the Parish Councils & Parochial Church Councils of 
Churchstanton, Buckland St Mary & Otterford. The Editor’s decision to publish is fi nal. 

Opinions expressed are those of the contributors not the editorial team.

CBO News is published by the CBO News team & printed by Parish Mag Printers Ltd, Old Sarum
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The Blackdown Practice
Hemyock      Surgery & DIspensary       Churchinford   Dunkeswell
Monday:      08.00 - 18.30*  15.00 - 18.00   08.30 - 12.30
        15.00 - 18.00
Tuesday:      08.00 - 18:30*  08.30 - 12.30   08.30 - 12.30
    15.00 - 18.00     
Wednesday:    08.00 - 18.30*  08.30 - 12.30   08.30 - 12.30
         15.00 - 18.00
Thursday:      08.00 - 18.30*  08.30 - 12.30   08.30 - 12.30
    15.00 - 18.00 
Friday:      08.00 - 18.30*  08.30 - 12.30   08.30 - 12.30

Saturday:      08:00 - 11:00
    
 * Hemyock dispensary is closed between 1.00 and 2.00.

Hemyock:    Appointments & enquiries  01823 680206
    Dispensary    01823 680007
    Fax (Repeat prescriptions)  01823 680680
Churchinford:   Appointments & enquiries  01823 681700
Dunkeswell:   Appointments & Dispensary  01823 681720
Blackdown Support Group:   Elizabeth McNabb   01823 681036

Church View Surgery
Monday:     8.00 - 6.30
Tuesday:     8.00 - 6.30
Wednesday:   8.00 - 6.30 
Thursday:     8.00 - 6.30
Friday:     8.00 - 6.30
    
    Appointments & enquiries  01460 55300
    Dispensary   01460 55511

Hospitals: Musgrove Park 01823 333444 Chard & District  01460 238220
 Honiton & District 01404 540540 St Margaret’s Hospice  01823 259394
 Yeovil & District 01935 475122

Police
Buckland St Mary
(Chard Rural West)

Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant:  Rob Jameson
Neighbourhood Beat Manager:    Alan Hollick
Police Community Support Offi cers:  Gareth Allington
    Julie Middleditch

Neighbourhood Watch:  Neil Arnold - neil.j.arnold@gmx.co.uk

Churchstanton & Otterford
(East Taunton & Rural)

Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant: Charmaine Dyne
Police Community Support Offi cers: Tony Wearmouth 07889 655312
    Steve Chapman steve.chapman@avonand somerset.police.uk
Partnership Support Offi ce:  Emma Tyson

Non-urgent reporting: 101 - if something is URGENT (burglary / fi ght in progress etc.) ring 999
0800-55111 To report suspicious activity and intelligence matters anonymously through Crime stoppers
Email: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact-us/
Website: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk 
Letters: Taunton Police Station, The Deane House, Belvedere Road, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1HE
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Useful Contact Details

Please contact us if you have any changes you would like us to make to this list.
Churchstanton: http://www.churchstantonpc.co.uk

Somerset West & Taunton District  Councillor – Ross Henley   01823 665988 
                                 Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Ian Firth         Cllr.I.Firth@churchstantonpc.co.uk 0781 3214535
Clerk to the Parish Council - Julie Wardle clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk  01823 299788
Village Hall bookings - Denise Lloyd      01823 602700 
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris                    01823 421395
Churchstanton Primary School: Head Teacher - Claire Halstead                    01823 601354
           SCH.105@educ.somerset.gov.uk
Churchinford Community Shop      01823 601026
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper      01823 601347
Tower Captain - Ian Hooper      01823 601347

Buckland St Mary: http://www.buckland-st-mary.org.uk

South Somerset District Councillors – Jenny Kenton     07921 574019  
                    jenny.kenton@southsomerset.gov.uk
          – Martin Wale                   01460 65190
                                                                   martin.wale@southsomerset.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Steve Albon     01460 234035
Clerk to the Parish Council - Veronica Moore              vmmoore21@hotmail.co.uk
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board                    01460 234200
Neighbourhood Watch - Neil Arnold     01460 234693
Buckland St Mary C.E. Primary School: CEO - Suzanne Flack   01460 234251
Executive Head of School - Gareth Nation              http://www.bucklandstmaryceprimaryschool.sch.uk
Churchwarden - Jon Mayled      01460 234181
Tower Captain - Keith Every                     01460 234620

Otterford: http://otterfordparishcouncil.org

Somerset West & Taunton District  Councillor – Ross Henley   01823 665988 
                                  Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Mike Canham     01460 234639
           mike.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Clerk to the Parish Council - Penny Hart                    01460 234639
Village Hall bookings - Amanda Williams     01460 234264
       bookings@otterfordparishhall.co.uk 
The Hub - Communications - Peter Naylor                     01823 601106
Churchwarden - David Ruthven      01823 601455

General:
Somerset County Councillor (Buckland St Mary) - Amanda Broom   01460 62102
Somerset County Councillor (Otterford & Churchstanton) - John Thorne  01823 663146 
                  JBThorne@somerset.gov.uk
Blackdown Community Bus  blackdownbus@gmail.com  07762 813967

Bishopswood Chapel
Chris Sussex       01460 234270

Blackdown Benefi ce
Rector - Revd Jim Fallon  revfallon@btinternet.com  01823 421757
Associate Priest - Revd Dr Nick Griffi n ngriffi n84@gmail.com (Wed/Sun)  07724 066293

Blackdown Hills AONB - Katherine Findlay     01823 680682
                            katherine.fi ndlay@devon.gov.uk 
TDBC Health Response Unit                     01823 356337
Wessex Water                      0845 6004600
Bristol Water       0800 373501
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Monthly Payments
Single implant from £66 per month. 
T and Cs apply

The Whyte House Dental Group,
89 Fore Street, Topsham, Exeter

Telephone: 01392 877494
www.thewhytehouse.com

A life-changing alternative to conventional full dentures

ATTENTION DENTURE WEARERS
ARE YOU HAVING ANY OF THESE ISSUES WITH YOUR DENTURES

RESULT - EAT THE FOODS YOU LOVE

THE
SOLUTIONS

“The difference it has made to me from eating out to my 
smile, money well spent”

Maria Devon

“I have had a lot of problems with my teeth and Grant has 
been the only dentist to give me hope for an acceptable 

outcome. I really appreciate the rapport and honest 
conversation we have had and continue to have.

Thank you Grant.”
D.T Devon

 Gum ulcers
 Bone pain
 Multiple clinical visits to adjust them
 Dentures move
 Worried about eating out

 Have to use glue at every meal and hate the taste
 Worried the glue is not healthy
 Loss confidence and they look fake
 Can’t see the teeth when you smile
 Can’t eat apples, steak, tomatoes

FREE IMPLANT CONSULTATION

Fixed teeth in a day by an expert.
Dr Brookshaw first qualified in 1996 from the University of Dundee. Then in 1999 he gained his Masters degree in
Oral Surgery from the University of Sheffield and further extended his clinical qualification in 2001 by completing an
18 month Implant Training Programme.

In 2009, he attained the highest honours award in the implant masters program from University of California Los Angeles/Gide program.

Richard was also one of the first six in the UK to gain The Diploma in Implant Dentistry from the Royal College of Surgeons, 
Edinburgh at its first sitting.

Dr Richard Brookshaw BDS BMedSci (oral surgery) Dip Imp Dent RCS Ed (practice limited to implant dentistry)

GDC number 72150

1. Fixed teeth in a day.
(Teeth screwed in)

2. Dentures stabilised by 2 implants.
Full assessment needed to establish if you are suitable for the treatment
Finance packages. (T&Cs; Apply) 

“Delighted with my fixed bridge and after care at The Whyte 
House. They feel like my own teeth.“

Geoff Topsham
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