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Call us today: 01823 480 338 | Email: info@hatchgreencoaches.co.uk
Hatch Green Coaches | Hatch Green Garage, Taunton, Somerset, TA3 6TN

www.hatchgreencoaches.co.uk

Private Coach Hire

Hire one of our luxury coaches to take 
your club or group on a day out or to a 

professional drivers look forward to wealth of knowledge to ensure your 

PLEASE CONTACT US TO BOOK TODAY

M.O.T. Service

Day Trips from Hatch Green Coaches
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Editorial

While the editor welcomes material for publication in the CBO News, it is not guaranteed that any item will be 
included or will appear in a particular edition. Th e right to edit or shorten any items which are used is reserved. 
Publication is in good faith and does not imply accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed.

Dear Readers,

Month four of the online only CBO News.

As the pandemic continues and diff erent areas of the country are again 
entering lockdown, we (the Editorial Team) are looking at diff erent ways in 
which we can reach out further to those who are not online. We are hoping 
to consult with our readers about this in the near future.

CBO News will be continue to be online only until further notice at https://
www.cbonews.org.uk. We do not want to risk the lives of our distributors, 
our readers or the staff  and volunteers of the Churchinford Community 
Shop.

However, until the end of the lockdown, CBO News will be free.  

We realise, of course, that many of our subscribers are not online, so please, 
if you can, print off  any relevant articles and pass on to them.

Th is edition has updated information about Covid-19 for each of the three 
parishes as well as many other items of interest from Parish Councils and 
others.

Please, if you can read this online and know someone who cannot do so, 
please could you print out any items which you feel they may want to read. 
We are doing our best to keep people informed of what is going on in the 
the three parishes but all assistance will be gratefully received.

We do not know what the next months will bring but for now we would 
continue to ask that you observe the government’s direct ions about travel, 
isolation and self-distancing and, most importantly, ‘Keep Safe’.

Until next month,

Jon, Josh & Dave 
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Volunteers
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Keeping connected!

As we continue to move through the Covid-19 pandemic, we are 
looking at new ways to keep people informed of what is happening 
and also to off er support in any way in which we can.

On our website CBO News you will fi nd the latest edition and also 
more Covd-19 information. You can also join us on Facebook at 
CBO News.

With have been planning for the future and hope that soon we will 
be able to consult our readers on plans for the way forward.

Th e Blackdown Benefi ce website contains details of online services 
etc. Th ere is also a new Benefi ce Facebook group.

Th e Blackdown Support Group is also on Facebook

On WhatsApp there is a Bishopswood / Otterford group.
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BLACKDOWN SUPPORT GROUP

UPDATE FROM THE CO-ORDINATOR, Elizabeth McNabb

Shopping and errands

Many people have needed to utilise the food delivery services of their local 
volunteers and their local businesses, who have been an integral part of supporting 
the community at this time. Support with shopping or errands is an ongoing 
service, please contact  us or your local volunteer if you need anything collect ed 
either locally or from the supermarkets.

Prescriptions

Th e speedy and substantial volunteer response from the community meant 
that we could off er co-ordinated volunteer support to the Blackdown Pract ice, 
to enable them to move very quickly to 100% prescription delivery across the 
entire Pract ice catchment area. Th is has been enormously helpful in reducing 
unnecessary journeys for patients and reducing footfall and risk of infect ion at 
the Pract ice sites. From June 15th the prescription delivery service has started to 
be scaled back as the dispensaries re-open for collect ion. Delivery will still be 
available for those who are in the “shielded” extremely vulnerable category and 
for anyone who would struggle to collect  their own medication. Dispensary staff  
will be calling when prescriptions are ready to ask whether you need delivery or 
prefer to collect .

A Friendly Call

Blackdown Support Group Befriending Volunteers and staff  are carrying out 
regular phone calls to people they would ordinarily visit face to face. We also have 
Volunteers with specialist skills in certain areas such as mental health, dementia, 
bereavement and form fi lling who are able to off er telephone support – please get 
in touch if you or someone you know might benefi t from this.

Transport

We are now beginning to re-start our medical transport service, to enable people 
who do not drive to get to important or critical medical appointments, which 
may have been postponed during the crisis. At present we are able to off er 
transport to medical appointments only, to people who are not in the “shielded/
extremely vulnerable” category and who are able to complete their journey 
physically unaided. If you would like to make a booking for transport to a 
medical appointment or if you are in the shielded category or unable to make a 
journey unaided and need advice on your transport options, you can call us on 
the usual number – 01823 681 036 - Monday to Friday between 9 and 11am.
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Volunteer Opportunities

As the frequency of medical appointments begins to increase, we are seeking new 
Volunteer Drivers to join the BSG at a time when many of our regular drivers are 
unable to help. Th is role involves using your own car to collect  and take patients to 
the relevant destination and return them home afterwards. PPE and full guidance 
on how to do so safely will be provided and an enhanced DBS check is required. 
Th is work usually takes place Monday to Friday during the day, but it can be 
fl exible and fi t around other commitments you may have.

If you would like to off er your services as a Volunteer Driver or as a Telephone 
Befriender, or if you would like to have a conversation with us to fi nd out more, 
please email Elizabeth McNabb bsg.elizabeth@nhs.net or call us on 01823 681 
036

Other useful information:

Eating Well 

It is really important for your mental as well as physical health to eat well and 
stay hydrated. BSG has lots of nutritional advice available from NHS Dieticians. 
Information includes how to eat well with a respiratory disorder or respiratory 
symptoms, drinking enough fl uid, making the most of your food and ensuring 
you are meeting your nutritional needs when you can’t go out. Please call the BSG 
Offi  ce on 01823 681 036 for more information.

Exercise or spend time in nature

Spending time in nature, even for short periods, is proven to be good for our 
physical and mental well-being. Th e Blackdown Hills AONB has some great 
information on their website about the beautiful area we live in and how to enjoy it 
safely: https://blackdownhillsaonb.org.uk/getting-through-the-challenges-ahead/

Even if you are still staying at home, keep an eye on the weather forecast and make 
an eff ort to spend some time outside when you can, turn the news off , sit outside 
in the fresh air, get a bird feeder, do some gardening, watch, listen and breathe!

Th ere are lots of exercise options you can do in your own home, even if you haven’t 
done anything for a while or your mobility is limited. Routine tasks around the 
house such as cooking, cleaning, hanging the washing out or walking around 
while you are on the phone can help keep you moving. 

Th e “live well” sect ions of the NHS website has some great resources. 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/exercise-as-you-get-older/
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Social Opportunities

Older people looking to beat the boredom of isolation are invited to visit the 
Virtual Village.

Hall, a new programme of online act ivities to join in with at home. Designed by 
Royal Voluntary Service, the national charity, the Virtual Village Hall is supported 
by players of People’s Postcode Lottery and features themed video sessions led by 
expert tutors, TV and radio personalities, and Royal Voluntary Service act ivity 
co-ordinators and volunteers. Live and pre-recorded sessions take place daily and 
include exercise and dance, music and singing, relaxation and meditation, arts and 
crafts, cooking and baking, technology skills, gardening and more. New sessions 
are added regularly.

Some sessions include downloadable guides to print and share and there are links 
to offi  cial government guidelines and Covid-19 information.

Find out more at https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/virtual-village-hall/

Be Aware

Unscrupulous people are taking advantage of the coronavirus anxieties to scam 
people. Age UK Somerset and Citizens Advice have some useful information on 
the latest scams to be aware of:

https://ageuksomersetcoronavirus.org.uk/information-and-advice/scams/

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/scams/
check-if-something-might-be-a-scam/

Never give out your bank details over the phone to someone you don’t know or 
trust or who cold calls at home.

Do your bit for science! 

People over 50 are being invited to join the PROTECT study, a national research 
project  which seeks to understand how healthy brains age and why people develop 
dementia. Th is is an exciting opportunity to take part in major UK research into 
this important topic. Participants will be asked to complete a set of questionnaires, 
cognitive tests and brain training games on an annual basis. To fi nd out more visit 
www.protect study.org.uk
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Somerset Coronavirus helpline

Remember - a single phone number is available for anyone in Somerset who needs 
Coronavirus-related support from their councils.

Th e Somerset Coronavirus Support Helpline number, 0300 790 6275, will make 
it easier for people access any local authority to get help they may need, including 
emotional support, in the current crisis.

It links together the district  and county council contact  centres and will be 
operating seven days a week, 8am to 6pm, making it the one number you need to 
remember for Coronavirus-related enquiries. 

Keep in touch with us

As always Blackdown Support Group is here to talk about any concerns you may 
have, about yourself or someone you know – we will always do our best to help. 

01823 681 036 Monday to Friday 9-11am

d-ccg.bsgadmin@nhs.net

www.blackdownsupportgroup.org.uk

www.facebook.com/BlackdownSupportGroup
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Buckland St Mary Covid-19 Support Group

Th e Parish Council, the Church, F.O.B.S
USEFUL INFORMATION FOR OUR COMMUNITY

Th is is a quick update on some of the services we know of, or are able to help with, during 
the current crisis.

If you are using Facebook, please follow the Buckland St Mary, Bishopswood and 
Churchinford or the Buckland St Mary page to get any further updates. You can also 
contact  us by using the Nextdoor app.

If you are not online, and are having any particular problems please contact :

Jon Mayled - 01460 234181 / 07768328711 - jonmayled@btinternet.com

to be put in touch with one of our volunteers.

SHOPPING

If you are self-isolating, please contact  us to arrange for someone to get your shopping.

Supermarkets: Booking online delivery slots continues to be hard - if you really need a 
large shop, try calling your supermarket stressing you’re self-isolating and ask for a priority 
delivery. 

Local Services: We would like you all to minimise your trips to supermarkets where possible 
- consider smaller, regular shops using these alternatives:

ONLINE ORDER & DIRECT DELIVERY TO YOUR DOOR

For all fresh produce & some store cupboard stuff  too, Dart Fresh (who supplied the 
Candlelight) are taking online orders and will deliver direct , currently in 2-3 days. (https://
order.dartfresh.co.uk) Pleased check with them 01392 873 036 to ensure they can deliver 
to where you live in Buckland.

FJ Broom & Partners are deliver milk/ cream/ eggs/ butter/ OJ on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. Call 01460 76333 or 07378 958757

IF YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO DO ONLINE SHOPPING

Combe St Nicholas Village Shop and Post  Offi  ce (tel: 01460 62138): Please contact  us to 
arrange a volunteer. Th en place an order by calling the shop. You will need to give cash 
to the volunteer will collect  and deliver it to your doorstep for free – again reducing the 
number of people going there. 

Churchinford Community Shop: Stocking a new, wider range of fresh and non-fresh produce. 
Please contact  us to arrange a volunteer. Th en place an order, online or by calling the shop 
(tel: 01823 601026). Place your order (including your address) pay by card over the phone 
and the volunteer will collect  and deliver it to your doorstep for free – again reducing the 
number of people going there.
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If you need items which are not stocked locally, pleased contact  us to arrange for a volunteer 
to go supermarkets in Chard.

MEDICAL PRESCRIPTIONS

Th e Blackdown Pract ice at Churchinford is now open. Repeat prescriptions will be issued 
automatically where you have asked for them and delivered automatically by one of our 
volunteers either on Monday or Th ursday. Lead-in times for prescriptions are now 10 days, 
so if you have not ordered a repeat prescription, please order it in good time. Th e dispensary 
at Hemyock is now open to patients between 8:00am-1:00pm and 2:00pm-6:30pm, so 
please ring at these times only. Non-routine prescriptions will be also be collect ed by 
volunteers on an ‘as needed’ basis. Do not go to Hemyock surgery except by arrangement 
with them for urgent appointments. For anything else, and anything urgent, please call 
Hemyock Surgery on 01823 680206. 

Churchview Medical Centre at Broadway. If you are self-isolating and need a prescription, 
please contact  us for a volunteer to collect  it.

We can also arrange collect ions from Boots or Lloyds in Chard.

If you are classed as exceptionally vulnerable, register on the gov.uk website for additional 
help.

POSTING MAIL

If you are self-isolating but want post to be taken to the box, please call us – we will arrange 
for someone to collect  it from outside your front door If you need to post larger items, we 
can have these collect ed by a volunteer, along with cash to cover the cost and they will be 
taken weekly to the post offi  ce (any change will be returned to you). 

DOG WALKING

Our Volunteers (all experienced dog owners) can help if you’re unable to walk your dog. 
Th ey will only walk your pets (no others), always on a lead, will wear gloves and not touch 
your animal unnecessarily nor let it socialise with other animals. Th ey can collect  your dog 
at an agreed time from outside your property (tied somewhere safe in your garden ideally), 
and will return your pet and knock afterwards. 

A FRIENDLY CHAT ON THE PHONE

If you’re fi nding the isolation hard, and would just like a chat with someone to pass some 
time please get in touch – in the fi rst instance call Jon Mayled on 01460 234181 - we have 
a team of volunteers ready for a regular natter at any point – why not get to know your 
neighbours a little better whilst we all have the time?

Th ere is further information on the Buckland St Mary website and the CBO News website. 

http://buckland-st-mary.org.uk/

https://cbonews.org.uk
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OTTERFORD HELPING HAND

USEFUL INFORMATION FOR OUR COMMUNITY
Despite further easing of ‘lockdown’ we are continuing to off er the full range of 
assistance

If you need help with any of the services below please contact  Penny Hart - our 
Parish Clerk (‘phone 01460 234639 or email: penny.otterfordparishcouncil@
hotmail.co.uk) - and we’ll see if we can fi nd a solution.

SHOPPING

Local Services: We would suggest you continue to minimise your trips to 
supermarkets where possible - consider smaller local shops, home deliveries and 
takeaways, using these alternatives: 

Pete Broom (F J Broom & partners) off ers deliveries of milk, cream, butter, 
cheddar cheese, eggs and OJ on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. To place or 
amend an order ‘phone 01460 76333 or 07378 958757 

For all fresh produce & some store cupboard stuff  too, Dart Fresh (who supply the 
Candlelight) are taking online orders and will deliver direct , currently in 2-3 days. 
(https://order.dartfresh.co.uk)

Th e Holman Clavel Inn at Culmhead off ers takeaways on Tuesdays, Th ursdays, 
Fridays, and Sundays. A regular menu (see HC website or Facebook for details) 
is supplemented by pizzas (on Tuesday), curries (on Th ursday), fi sh & chips (on 
Friday), and a roast (on Sunday). ‘ Phone 01823 421070 by 3pm on the day (10am 
on Sundays) to order. 

And remember the Holman Clavel and the Candlelight are now both open for eat-
in and drinks. 

Try Churchinford Community Shop. To place an order, ‘phone the shop 01823 
601026, place your order (including your address) pay by card over the phone 
and our volunteer group will then deliver it to your doorstep – again reducing 
the number of people going there. Currently orders are delivered to Otterford on 
Th ursdays – please order by Wednesday lunchtime. For urgent orders contact  the 
shop to order, and they will contact  us to arrange deleivery.

Supermarkets: Booking online delivery slots continues to be hard - if you really 
need a large shop, try calling your supermarket stressing you’re self-isolating and 
ask for a priority delivery. 

MEDICAL PRESCRIPTIONS

Th e Churchinford Surgery is open (except for Monday mornings) for the collect ion 
of prescriptions: as in ‘normal times the surgery is closed on Wednesday and Friday 
afternoons. 
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Volunteers will continue to deliver to those patients who are considered to be a 
‘shielded’ patient by NHS England, are eff ect ively shielding themselves because 
they live with a ‘shielded’ patient, or would experience serious diffi  culty due to 
their illness or mobility to get to the surgery and others cannot collect  on their 
behalf. Please be sure to tell the Surgery if you would like prescriptions to continue 
to be delivered – on Mondays and Th ursdays - we are happy to do so. 

Urgent prescriptions can be collect ed by volunteers on an ‘as needed’ basis – let 
Penny know. Prescriptions must be ordered 10 days in advance.

If you are classed as exceptionally vulnerable, register on the gov.uk website for 
additional help.

CASH

Should you fi nd you are running out of cash, don’t feel you must go to a bank 
or cash-machine. Otterford Parish Council may be able to assist with up to £50 
against a BACS transfer, cheque, or (if all else fails) an IOU - ‘phone Penny.

POSTING MAIL 

If you are self-isolating but want something posted, please call us – we will arrange 
for someone to collect  it from outside your front door. If you need to buy 1st and 
2nd class stamps Penny has some – you can leave any money with your letter for 
collect ion and any change will be returned later. If you need to post larger items, 
these can be collect ed by a volunteer, along with cash to cover the cost and they 
will be taken to the Post Offi  ce (any change will be returned to you).  

DOG WALKING

Our Volunteers (all experienced dog owners) can help if you’re unable to walk your 
dog. Th ey will only walk your pets (no others), always on a lead, will wear gloves 
and not touch your animal unnecessarily nor let it socialise with other animals, 
and can bring their own leads . Th ey can collect  your dog at an agreed time from 
outside your property (tied somewhere safe in your garden ideally), and will return 
your pet and knock afterwards. Contact  Penny to organise. 

READING BOOKS

Let us know if you are running out of reading material. We can deliver half-dozen 
(well cleaned and isolated) books from the Bookswap.

A FRIENDLY CHAT ON THE ‘PHONE 

If you’re fi nding the isolation hard, and would just like a chat with someone to pass 
some time please get in touch – in the fi rst instance call Penny. We have a team 
of volunteers ready for a regular natter at any point: get to know your neighbours 
better whilst we all have the time.
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Due to the current situation with Covid-19  all of our volunteers have 
been phoning, not only their own benefi ciary but also others who have 
been referred to us from various agencies.  Many of those who have had 
phone calls would just love to have a volunteer Visitor of their own and 
we have now got many people in your area who would benefi t from this 
support therefore we are seeking more volunteers.  

If this is something you would like to do then please contact  Avril on 
01823 336143 or email: avril@somersetsight.org.uk.

Other Useful Information

Pubs and others in the area off ering takeaway meals:

York Inn, Churchinford - 01823 213115

Green Dragon, Combe St Nicholas - 01460 63311

Holman Clavel Inn, Culmhead - 01823 421070

Country Fare Catering - 07980 921171

Some pubs and shops are also off ering a local delivery 
service. Please check with them for details.

Barleymow’s Farm Shop - 01460 62130

For those who are self isolating and do not have anyone able 
to run errands on their behalf we are off ering a local delivery 
service – please telephone 01460 62130 for more information.

Bonner’s of Ilminst er are off ering a free delivery service to all 
those who are fi nding it diffi  cult to shop 01460 52465
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Most of the Benefi ce churches are now open for private prayer. 
Keep up-to-date by visiting the Benefi ce website: https://www.
blackdownbenefi ce.org.uk or joining our Facebook group. Please 
remember that from 8th August you are required to wear a mask 
in Church.

All Chapel Services and Bible Study meetings are cancelled until further 
notice. 

Blackdown Benefi ce
2nd August  0915  Corfe Holy Communion (BCP)
Eighth Sunday  1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW)
after Trinity (G)  1030 Zoom service
   
9th August  0800 Corfe Holy Communion (BCP)
Ninth Sunday  1030 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP)
after Trinity (G)  1030 Zoom service
   
16th August  0830 Birchwood Holy Communion (BCP)
Tenth Sunday  1030 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW)
after Trinity (G)  1030 Zoom service

23rd August  0915 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW)
Eleventh Sunday  1030 Otterford Holy Communion (CW)
after Trinity (G)  1030 Zoom service

30th August   1030  Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP)
Twelfth Sunday  1030 Zoom service 
after Trinity (G)

6th September  0915  Corfe Holy Communion (BCP)
Th irteenth Sunday  1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) 
after Trinity (G)  1030 Zoom service

Bishopswood Chapel
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CHANGES DUE TO CORONAVIRUS 
Due to the current situation and with many of our volunteers and staff in self - isolation we have 
made some important changes: 

The Post Office 

 Post Office outreach services have been temporarily suspended.  
 The Post Office will be running reduced hours. If you are isolating or vulnerable and 

wondering how you can access services, please do not hesitate to contact the shop 01823 
601026. 

The Shop and Coffee Shop 

 The shop will be open:  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

9am - 10am Shop only (no PO) for vulnerable folk and NHS 

10am - 12noon Shop only (no PO) for everyone 

12noon - 2pm Post Office only – shop closed for restocking 

2pm - 5pm Shop only (no PO) for everyone 

Wednesday 

10am - 12noon Shop only (no PO) for everyone 

12noon - 2pm Post Office only 

2pm - 5pm Shop only (no PO) for everyone 

Saturday 

9am - 2pm Shop only (no PO) for everyone 

Sunday - Closed 

 All shop service will be by front door counter service, customers will be asked for a list which 
will then be selected off the shelves for them and payment taken. 

 All the above measures are to reduce the numbers of people in shop at any one time, to 
minimise exposure for both customers and 'staff' and to reduce queues outside the shop. 

 To avoid waiting we are happy to take orders for collection or delivery at 
www.churchinfordshop.co.uk or on 01823 601026. If delivery is required we have a large 
team of willing volunteers who be happy to oblige. 

 We can now take card payments over the phone or you can place an order online. If needed 
we can also email an invoice which can be paid by BACS.  

 If anyone is struggling to pay for shopping or needs items that are not normally stocked by 
the shop, please call us and we will do what we can to help. 

 The coffee shop is closed to customers and is being solely used for the storage of fresh food, 
food prep and customer order packing. 
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Lockdown Library Service

Somerset Libraries are continuing to support people with their vibrant online 
off er during these challenging times of self-isolation.

Although library buildings are closed, there are thousands of free books, 
audiobooks and even magazines available to download at www.somersetreads.
co.uk. You can even fi nd simple step-by-guides to get you started. 

For anyone without a library card, joining online has never been easier – and 
it’s free! Just visit www.somersetreads.co.uk, click on the ‘join here’ link and 
within minutes you will be able to start downloading some great titles. 

So, whether you are whiling away the hours confi ned to your home or stuck 
in a queue at the supermarket - you can listen to your favourite author or 
perhaps browse the Radio Times, Good Food Magazine or Gardeners' World 
magazine on your phone. 

If you have already borrowed books or DVDs, you don’t need to return 
items until library buildings are able to re-open and of course there will be 
no overdue charges to worry about.

Th ere is also an exciting range of content available via social media, including 
story-times, fun act ivities and links to reliable sources of support, all curated 
by information professionals. Just search for Somerset Libraries on Twitter or 
Instagram or look for Somerset Libraries UK on Facebook.

Councillor David Hall, County Council Cabinet Member with responsibility 
for libraries, said: “Our library service is so much more than just buildings 
and has been adapting to the new digital world for some time. Now, more 
than ever before, these fantastic online services are crucial in the council’s 
eff ort to support our communities during these challenging times of social 
distancing.”

Help and support is always available – the Somerset Libraries website has a 
wealth of useful information or you can email LibrariesMail@Somerset.gov.
uk
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PROTECT 
YOURSELF
& OTHERS

CORONAVIRUS

Wash your hands 
more often 
for 20 seconds
Use soap and water or a hand sanitiser when you:

• Get home or into work

• Blow your nose, sneeze or cough

• Eat or handle food

Coronavirus

For more information and the Government’s 
Action Plan go to nhs.uk/coronavirus
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Jon’s Thought
It is fair and true to say that very few people alive today (only those over 103) 
have seen a pandemic as bad as the present Covid-19. 

• 1918 ‘Spanish Flu’: cases = 500 million; deaths = over 50 million 

• 2002-2004 SARS virus: cases = 8,098; deaths = 774.

• 2009 (H1N1) fl u pandemic: cases = approximately 1,634,393,280; 
deaths: over 284,000 

• 2014–2016 Ebola: cases = 28,652; deaths = 11,325

• 2020 Covid-19: cases = 16.5 million; deaths = 655,000 (as of 29 July 
2020) Globally, there have been more than 16.5 million confi rmed 
cases and over 655,000 associated deaths, according to Johns Hopkins 
University.

• Seasonal fl u: global deaths annually = between 291,000 to 646,000

Philosophers divide evil into two groups: Moral Evil and Natural Evil. 
Moral Evil covers human act ivity such as murder. Natural Evil consists of 
events such as tsunami, earthquakes and, indeed, these virus outbreaks. 
However, sometimes it can be argued that Natural Evil is the result of Moral 
Evil. Greta Th unberg may have annoyed many people who have unkindly 
labelled her a ‘jumped-up teenager’ who should shut up, go back to school 
and be guided by her elders and betters. However, this annoyance is surely, 
in part, from world politicians and many leaders of industry thinking that 
if people support her in her mission to save the world, they will suff er. After 
all, they seem to argue, humans have the right to dominate the world and 
use it as they wish.

I would dispute this claim totally as strongly as I oppose the idea that 
somehow God is punishing us for over-population. Yes, it is true that the 
world’s population is continuing to grow and that many people are starving 
and dying as a consequence, but this is largely because of greed and war. It 
is not divine intervention by any god that I with whom I would wish to be 
associated.
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LISTENING CHAPLAINCY PHONELINE
Serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire

We are a faith-based service offering chaplaincy support 
for people of all faiths and none in mes of emergency

Are you recently bereaved or concerned about end of life issues?
Are you a key worker overwhelmed by what you are facing or dealing with at work?

Are you worried about someone who is seriously ill, especially if you can’t visit them?
Are you anxious about the effect that the COVID 19 crisis is having on your life? 

Maybe you would just like someone from the faith communi es to talk to.

If you live in the Bristol, Somerset or South Gloucestershire area: 

Call 0330 229 1700 ● 8am-11pm ● 7 days a week

CARING and CONFIDENTIAL 

The Faith Communi es Major Emergencies Team serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire

0330 229 1700
8am-11pm

7 days a week
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Bishop Ruth’s letter

According to the Bible we do not have the right to dominate the earth:

Th en God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fi sh of the sea, and over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” (Genesis 
1:26)

Th is is ‘dominion’ not ‘domination’.

Also, four verses later God says:

“And to every beast  of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, 
I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. (Genesis 1:30)

We do not have the right to destroy the earth. We are stewards of the earth, 
its lands, seas, plants and animals. We are here to preserve not destroy.

Covid-19 is not an evil developed by the Chinese or anyone else. It is a 
naturally occurring virus which many scientists believe is the result of the 
way the earth has been treated in the last 200 years.

We can only hope that, after the pandemic is under control, we cannot say 
eliminated because with all the science available so few, if any, diseases have 
been totally destroyed, we come to realise our true purpose and responsibility 
to the world in which we live.

As ever

Jon

Time for a rest

I’m tired! I don’t know about you? And yet I am getting up later and going 
to bed earlier than I was accustomed to before the pandemic struck. I’m 
travelling less, indeed I still have an almost full tank of petrol and have had 
to call out the AA three times because the battery has died! I’m at home 
principally, but my working day has got fuller and more demanding as time 
has gone on.
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So, I’m planning a holiday! A retreat and some study leave. Having been 
ordained 24 years I have yet to have a period of sabbatical and I’m looking 
forward to it! It is not going to take the form I would have planned. Th ere 
will not be the opportunity of a trip overseas or a residential conference to 
attend, but there will be plenty of time for family, rest, reading and refl ect ion.

What about you? I know some of you might be feeling that our children 
have had one big holiday at home since lockdown but I can assure you that 
they, their parents and their teachers have all been working hard to ensure 
that learning can continue even though the normal patterns have been 
disturbed. Whether we have been working from home, furloughed or feeling 
alone in isolation, each of us will I expect  have experienced something of the 
sense of weariness that heightened anxiety, change of routine and uncertain 
expect ation brings.

So I want to encourage you to take some time off . Th ere’s a fabulous 
little children’s story called, Jesus’ Day Off , which you might like read as 
an example of the need for even the Creator to re-create. Th e example of 
Sabbath rest which our Creator God off ers us in the opening chapters of the 
Bible, speak to us of the need for taking time to put down the tools of work 
and take space to refl ect  and rest. 

We have spent the past few months in lockdown in order to keep ourselves 
physically healthy. Let’s make sure that in these next few months we attend 
as much to our spiritual and emotional health, by discovering sabbath rest!

With every blessing

+ Ruth Taunton
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Thoughts from Bishopswood
It is something to do with being a Christian and also having been a pastor 
of a church. Every now and then someone will ask me, “Can’t you do 
something about this weather?” I was reminded of this recently when I met 
someone who asked what I had done to the weather. It was at the time when 
the very fi ne weather we had experienced through April and into May had 
been replaced by rain and high winds.

Th e correct  answer for a Christian is this, “Th at’s management. I’m sales.”

It not only adds a bit of amusement to the situation but is act ually true. I 
can’t do anything about the weather only God can do that but the Christian 
is the salesman. Th e Bible puts it like this: God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting 
to us the message of reconciliation. Th erefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, God making his appeal through us.

Th ese days it isn’t an easy job, it might be easier to take on the weather. 
Look at it like this: the hero of the story got executed in a pretty gruesome 
way by being nailed to a wooden cross. Th at isn’t pretty. We have to tell 
people that their sins deserve that same death. Th at isn’t likely to go down 
well. Even the happy ending people fi nd unbelievable: the hero comes back 
to life and in our experience that doesn’t happen. As I say it is a hard sell.

Th ere is another problem: 2000 years is a long time and Jesus’ death some 
2000 years ago has to be applied to our lives in the 21st century. Christianity 
claims that his death was in our place and simply by accepting that, we are 
forgiven. Th at’s a diffi  cult concept to accept.

It’s gruesome. It’s unbelievable and it’s diffi  cult to understand. Perhaps I 
should take on doing something about the weather.

Many Christians fi nd it so diffi  cult that they succumb to the temptation 
to soften the message. No one can take that and certainly not in one go 
so you go gently and don’t break the bad news fi rst. Th e result can be that 
people get the message that God is simply a God of love and will never pass 
judgement on anyone and that we will all be all right in the end especially 
if we are ‘good.’
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Bereavement support

The Somerset Bereavement 
Support Service is here if 
you’ve been bereaved and 
need emotional support or 
someone to talk to.

How we can help
 
Marie Curie Companions can provide bereavement support for 
people across Somerset who are over the age of 18. This service 
provides telephone support calls with compassionate 
volunteers. They’ve all completed specific training, including how to 
support people in sensitive situations and dealing with difficult 
subjects, such as death, dying and bereavement.
 
In addition, a further six sessions of one to one bereavement 
counselling can be provided by experienced bereavement support 
workers at Mind in Somerset specialist bereavement service. Mind in 
Somerset support adults and children aged 12+ . They can work in a 
whole family setting if needed.
 
We are here to help and welcome your call.
9am to 5pm, Monday to Saturday.
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I’m sorry, I would love to be able to give you a free pass into heaven, perhaps 
I could simply push it through your letter box but I have to tell you that it 
depends on your accepting the ticket and making use of it. Th at means that 
you have to believe that it is valid and will work and I can’t do that for you. 
Everyone gets to heaven by the one and only route and that is accepting that 
Jesus Christ died for them and demonstrating that belief here on earth.

You won’t believe this but I assure you it is true: at this point I broke off  from 
writing this having got out of bed and early with a clear blue sky and the sun 
out. I went back to my wife who was still in bed. By now it had completely 
clouded over. My wife opened the conversation with the question, “What 
have you done with the weather?” 

Nyall

As we as yet, do not know when we are able to resume running Repair 
Cafés, I thought that I would like to off er a Repair Service to our Local 
Community, still based on the same system that we normally run at the 
Repair Café, (e.g. have your items repaired for a just a donation).

I have identifi ed a number of Volunteer Repairers who are willing to carry 
out repairs at their own homes. I would ask that all the people that would 
like to use this service and have an item to repair, to initially contact  myself 
by Email and include Identifi cation of the item to be repaired, together with 
the problem or failure mode and also the persons details, (Name, Address, 
Telephone Numbers and Email Address).

I will then be able to complete a registration booking in form for each item 
and then make contact  with the relevant Repairer. Th e registration form 
would then be photographed by me and sent back to the client via email, 
together with the details of the relevant Volunteer Repairer. Th e Volunteer 
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Repairer would then need to be contact ed to arrange delivery and collect ion 
at a safe distancing location. Th e item for repair, together with a printed 
Copy of the Completed and Signed Form can then be delivered.

If you are wanting me to help out in any other way to arrange your Repairs 
please do not hesitate to contact  me via phone or email. To date I have 
identifi ed an Elect rical and a Dyson Vacuum Repairer who have already 
carried out some repairs for clients in the village. I have now been able 
to attract  some Sewing Machinists to carry out clothing and fabric repairs 
and also a knife and garden equipment Sharpener together with a General 
Repairer, a Cycle Repairer, a Watch and Clock Repairer and a Computer, 
Lab Top and Tablet Repairer. I also have been carrying out some woodwork 
repairs myself.

So, if anyone has any items which they would like us to look at and repair in 
this diffi  cult period, rather than assigning them to the bin.

Please contact  me, Stephan on my mobile 07715460783 which is best, 
or my landline 01823 421760 email sfelehner@aol.com, Lavender House, 
Howleigh Lane, Blagdon Hill. TA3 7SW

For more information and to volunteer your help all details are on our 
website at http://www.blackdownhillstransition.net. 

Smart Donation from the 
Rotary Club, Taunton 

Th e Community Council for 
Somerset (CCS) have had a 
very welcome donation to 
help vulnerable people in the 
Taunton Deane area. 

CCS Village Agents will soon be able to distribute a number of Smartphones, 
generously donated by the Rotary Club of Taunton. 

Keeley Rudd, CEO of CCS said “We are thrilled and so grateful to have 
such a valuable and useful donation to help our clients who are in need – we 
particularly want to give these Smartphones to young carers, but are happy 
to supply families and older people, or indeed anyone to whom it will help – 
we anticipate these will make a huge diff erence to peoples' lives.” 
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Shelly’s Care
Local Microprovider with 30 years care experience.

Are you looking for help that is tailored to your needs? 
Shelly’s care may be just what you’re looking for. I’m off ering 
support for people with a learning disabilities or the elderly. 
I have a DBS, insurance, and car business insurance. 

I off er the following services:
Personal care, shopping, cooking, sitting service, support 
to appointments, company and much more. For more 
information contact Michelle Reed: 07853281411
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Th e Smartphones will help people by reducing isolation, let them access 
home shopping or other vital deliveries, and enable the recipient to contact  
helplines or interact  with online support groups. 

Applications for a smart phone can be made via your local Village Agent 
– go to https://somersetagents.org/fi nd-an-agent/ to fi nd who to contact  in 
your area. 

Since the start of the lockdown, CCS Village, Community and Carers 
Agents have responded to over 61,306 community support act ivities, and 
have received many generous donations, from the 5000 books donated by 
publisher Harper Collins, to bicycles, ready meals, paint and dog food. On 
top of this CCS Agents also distribute donations made to food banks to 
their most vulnerable clients on a weekly basis

Raj Singh, Deputy CEO of CCS, has been involved in the Somerset Food 
Resilience Task Force which was set up soon into lockdown “It is staggering 
the amount of gifted goods we have distributed – every item has been given 
to a person or family in need, and has meant that many people have had 
their lives made so much better thanks to the kindness of others. Th ank you 
to all those who have made it possible.”

Anybody can refer themselves or others to CCS Agents on 01823 331222 or 
go to www.somersetagents.org to request a callback. You can join the CCS 
Agents daily live on Facebook Talking Cafés, every weekday at 11am for 
company, advice and ideas. Visit www.facebook.com/talkingcafesomerset/
live to watch previous sessions or take part.
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Buckland St Mary Church News
To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven  

(Ecclesiast es 3:1)

Th e fi rst service at St Mary's will be Holy Communion (BCP) at 10:30 0n 
9th August. Please ensure that you observe the regulations about social-
distancing and sanitising. Please remember that from 8th August you 
are required to wear a mask in Church.

 We look forward to seeing our congregation return. Please visit the Benefi ce 
website at https://www.blackdownbenefi ce.org.uk and Facebook page for 
regular thoughts and updates.

Bernard Gready & Jon Mayled
Churchwardens
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Buckland St Mary Rainfall
Again, this year was not the ‘fl aming’ June we hope to see, but without 
Glastonbury or Wimbledon to add their infl uence what can you expect . We 
did get some days of glorious sunshine, with temperatures in the high 20s.

Total rainfall for June was 103.05 mm (4.06 ins.). Th e wettest day was the 
18th with 36.00 mm of rain (1.42 ins.; 34.93% of the total), followed by the 
12th with 14.90 mm (0.59 ins.; 14.46%) and the 20th with 9.60 mm (0.38 
ins.; 9.32%).

Th e 21-year average for June was 63.67 mm (2.51 ins.). Th e 4th wettest over 
the recorded period.

June mm inches June mm inches

2000 20.0 0.79 2011 95.9 3.77

2001 42.2 1.66 2012 207.8 8.18

2002 38.0 1.50 2013 39.3 1.55

2003 58.5 2.30 2014 71.9 2.83

2004 72.8 2.87 2015 36.8 1.45

2005 96.2 3.79 2016 63.9 2.52

2006 48.2 1.90 2017 74.6 2.94

2007 137.7 5.42 2018 18.7 0.74

2008 41.9 1.65 2019 104.35 4.11

2009 33.8 1.33 2020 103.05 4.06

2010 34.8 1.37
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Comparison of the First Half of the last fi ve years is as follows:

2020 626.65 mm 24.67 ins. 18th driest
2019 490.40 mm 19.31 ins. 10th
2018 557.05 mm 21.93 ins. 15th
2017 474.50 mm 18.68 ins. 9th
2016 605.80 mm 23.85 ins. 16th

Th e 21-year average for First Halves was 496.03 mm (19.53 ins.). 2020 was 
in 18th driest 6-month position. 2010 remains the driest with 350.40 mm 
[13.80 ins.]

Yarty Gardening Club
Th e August garden is always a place for refl ect ion, generally 
with a glass of something to hand! While it is great to celebrate 
borders and areas that have worked well it is also a good idea to 
take photographs of areas which might need improvement along 
with some notes of plans for the future. If there are perennials 

or shrubs which need to be moved or given more space, a low cane (with 
a coloured safety topper) marking the base of the plant will be a helpful 
reminder once the foliage has died back.

It’s so sad that we cannot have the Flower Show this year, but I am sure, 
like me that you are enjoying your pelargoniums plants which are a lovely 
variety with really simple but colourful fl owers. Th ey would make a lovely 
present for a friend or neighbour or could make useful cutting material now 
to provide new plants for next year. 

Propagation is something I have been thinking much more about this year, 
as I have had a lot more time in the garden. I have taken lots of cuttings of 
fl owering shrubs such as Philadelphus, Weigela, Physocarpus and Fuchsia as 
well as Penst emon, Dianthus and Lavender. Cuttings do not always strike 
but it’s always fun to try and great when you achieve success, giving lots of 
plants for other areas in the garden or to give away or sell at a local plant 
sale. Here’s hoping for one next year!
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Mark C Kemp 
 

 BEFORE   AFTER 

 Bishopswood Maintenance 
Property and Garden Services 

 The Firs - Bishopswood – Chard – Somerset – TA20 3RU 
Tel: 01460 234076 

E: mark@avtgroup.biz 

Hard Landscaping 

Transforming Your Outdoor Living 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

WE ONLY HAVE ONE REPUTATION! 
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Here are some other things that you can be getting on with in the garden 
during August:

• Keep watering and feeding containers to keep the display looking good 
for weeks to come.

• Look for self-sown seedlings under plants you like and pot them up.

• Collect  seeds from your favourite fl owers and crops that performed well 
this year. Seed can be sown straight so that they overwinter as small 
plants to fl ower next year. If you keep them to sow next year, perennials 
will take another year before they fl ower.

• Trim off  spent lavender fl owers but don’t cut into the woody stems.

• Prune early summer fl owering shrubs like philadelphus and weigela once 
they have fi nished fl owering. Cut back the shoots that have carried 
fl owers and remove about a quarter of the oldest stems completely.

• Collect  petals and fl owers during the summer months to make bowls of 
scented pot-pourri. Colourful rose petals and buds, lavender and other 
fl owers can be picked and laid on sheets of newspaper to dry out.

• Keep watering azaleas, camellias and rhododendrons as they are forming 
their fl ower buds for spring.
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• Trim box, privet and yew hedges now so that the new growth can harden 
before winter.

• Prune pyracantha now to keep it neatly trained. Cut back the new shoots 
to reveal the berries and thin out branches from the base.

• Summer prune apple trees, shortening side-shoots to 15cm, and cut 
smaller shoots growing from those to just one leaf.

• Harvest onions, shallots and the last of the garlic once the stems start to 
go yellow but let the bulbs dry in the sun before storing.

• Start lifting main-crop potatoes.

• Courgettes and beans need to be picked small to keep the plant cropping. 
Water plants after picking to keep them in growth.

• Harvest and store gluts of produce, by bottling, preserving or freezing.

• Cut down summer fruiting raspberry canes once they have fruited.

• Trim off  all foliage from strawberry plants immediately after the crop 
is over to encourage stronger fruiting next year and to prevent disease.

• Hang wasp traps in fruit trees.

• Remove greenhouse shading at the end of the month to give plants 
maximum light.

• Transplant or pot up strawberry runners.

• Sow more salads to ensure pickings well into autumn.
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• Sow oriental greens such as mizuna and pak choi as they will be less 
prone to bolting now.

• Plant out winter brassicas such as cabbages and kale, using a collar to 
stop cabbage root fl y laying its eggs.

• Look out for the larvae of large rose sawfl y which can defoliate roses 
quickly. Pick them off  and feed to the birds.

• Watch out for vine weevils and squish the adults, then treat the compost 
if necessary, with nematodes.

• Take leaf cuttings from Begonias, Streptocarpus and other foliage 
houseplants.

• Plant out autumn fl owering bulbs such as Colchicum, Crocus speciosus, 
Nerines and Sternbergia.

• Order spring-fl owering bulbs.

• To grow the earliest hyacinths - perhaps in pots as Christmas presents - 
buy prepared bulbs when they go on sale in late August and plant them 
straight away.

Pauline Bartlett 

Buckland St Mary 100 Club Winners – June 2020
Amount Number Name
£20 56 Mervyn Reed
£15 11 Lesley Caroll
£10 18 Michael Drew
£5 48 Anthony Norton
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We work with our clients to 
understand their needs, support 
them effectively and deliver the 
best possible legal advice.

Whether it’s commercial or 
personal matters you need help 
and advice with, the only thing 
that really matters is you.

WELLINGTON
T: 01823 666622

TAUNTON
T: 01823 625800

Call one of our nearby offices 
and let’s have a proper chat.

www.porterdodson.co.uk

We’re all about listening, 
understanding and 
advising
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Buckland St Mary Flower Show
Sunday 16th August 2020

Updated Approach Due To Coronavirus Restrictions

Hopefully, you’ve all seen our door drop and are busy thinking about the 
neighbourly gesture/s that you might like to make on the weekend of August 
16th. Th is is when we would normally have all been getting together at the 
Flower Show, enjoying the community spirit.

Our key object ive this year is to keep everyone safe and well and to follow 
the guidelines that the government has been setting for us. As we can’t 
safely and responsibly have a fl ower show this year, we are asking people 
to participate in a diff erent way by bringing the fl ower show safely to the 
doorsteps of their friends, family, neighbours and maybe even people locally 
who they may not yet know. If we can’t have a show, we can still do what we 
are good at and care and share about the people we live around.

On Sunday 16th August 2020 we would like to ask anyone who is willing 
to join us to either:
1. Pick the veg (s) you would normally pick to enter into the show or
2. Pick the fl owers that you would normally enter into the show
3. Bake the bake (s) that you would normally enter into the show
Pop it/ them onto a friend’s, family, neighbour’s doorstep with a label that 
explains why, you can fi nd printable versions of these on our website www.
bucklandfl owershow.com
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Kids, we’d love you to join in too. Either do anything above or:

1. Bake some biscuits or cupcakes with a grown up or
2. Make a greetings card with your best drawing or painting that says 

‘Hello, it’s good to have a friend or neighbour like you. From (your 
name)’.

Please email us (or call any of us if it’s easier) and let us know how many little 
packages you have delivered or received at bucklandfl owershow@gmail.com 
on Sunday 16th August 2020 we’d love you to send us photographs of them 
on people’s doorsteps too!

We’d also like you to email us your photographs of ‘Living in Lockdown’ 
& ‘Isolate’ by the 14th August 2020. Cups will be awarded for the best 
photographs in these classes.

Another thing that we think that we can do safely outside whilst observing 
social distancing rules is to come and see your great gardens. We and an 
amateur judge would like to arrange to come and visit your garden. Th is 
will be done on the weekend of what should have been the show 14, 15 & 16 
August. Th ere will be three cups awarded for:

1. Glorious garden
2. Pretty pots & or Beautiful Baskets
3. Healthy vegetables

If you would like to enter any or all of these categories please email us by 
Monday 10th August 2020 with your; Name, telephone number, address 
and which of the classes above you would like to enter (it’s great if you want 
to enter more than one class). One of us will then call you to arrange a safe 
visit.

Sorry that it’s not quite the show we all know and love, but we hope that 
some of you will feel able to join us to keep the spirit of the Flower Show 
running, despite the challenging circumstances that surround the normal 
format.

Kathy, Lena, Sal & Yvette
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Otterford Snippets

Otterford Community Defi brillators

Located at Th e Candlelight Inn and at the Parish Hall, both in Bishopswood, 
and at Th e Holman Clavel Inn at Culmhead. In the event of an emergency 
you must telephone 999 fi rst, to request assistance from the Ambulance 
Service. In addition to despatching necessary assistance they will advise you 
of the code to open the cabinet to access a defi brillator.

Otterford ‘Parish Emergency Telephone System’ (PETS)

Th is is a community run system available to residents of Otterford parish 
only, which, in an emergency (whether a cardiac arrest or other), enables a 
number of local residents to be contact ed to ask for assistance - in particular 
collect ion of a defi brillator - pending the arrival of the emergency services.   

If you live in Otterford parish and need this assistance, the number to dial 
is 01460 455155.  

Otterford Certifi cated First Aiders 

Tanya Hetherington 01460 234706 Penny Hart 01460 234639
John & Penny Gale 01823 601577 John Matthews 01460 234062

(Th e above have First Aid Kits)
Philip & Nicky Needham 01460 234101 Edwina Wakely 01460 234477
Kathy Shovelton 01460 234958

Books About Otterford 

Hist ory of Otterford (£10).  Th e history of the Parish up to 1900

View from the Milking Stool (£8). An autobiography by Frederica Tyrrell, 
detailing life in Otterford and the Blackdown Hills 60+ years ago 

Otterford Remembered (£5). Detailing the lives of Otterford men who fought 
and died, or came home, in World War 1.  

All books are available from Otterford Parish Council - Contact  Penny Hart 
on 01460 234639.
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18th Otterford Parish Litter Pick – ‘A Pick Like No Other’

We were not to be beaten by COVID-19! A total of 18 volunteers picked, 
backed up by an additional person collect ing the sacks from the roadside. 
But what a diff erence the lockdown and closure of many fast food takeaways 
made!

For the ‘Pick Like No Other’ there were no pre- or post-meets at the parish 
hall, no picking in groups, no car sharing and no bacon rolls! A few days 
prior to the Pick, packs (hoops, litter pickers, sacks, and hi-viz vests) had 
been delivered to each team. Almost all the teams were a single household 
couple - with just one team of two single people picking (almost) together. 
And two people separately informally picked some of the quiet country 
lanes whilst out walking.

We knew there would be less litter (after all, McDonalds and many similar 
outlets had been closed for some months until just a few days before the 
Pick), but still managed to pick 17 sacks, various car parts, some large plastic 
containers, pornographic magazines and a child’s bike. We also found lots 
more empty packets of Nurofen (we found 30 last time). But no hub-caps – 
for the fi rst time ever!

Th anks to all our volunteers – Mike Canham, John Gale, John & Mary 
Gusterson, Penny Hart, Tim Hooper (Churchstanton), John & Sue 
Marsden, Ron & Lucy Montgomery, Simon & Kathy Shovelton, Peter & 
Vict oria Southcott, SCC Cllr John Th orne, Rosie Viant, and George & 
Edwina Wakley. And Roger Poland collect ing. 

No fuss, no bother, and no clapping! Following the event, a Blue Hub-Cap 
and chocolates were delivered to John Gusterson (for completing 10 picks), 
and a Blue Macky’D Cup and chocolates to George Wakley for completing 
15.

In 18 Picks, stretching back to November 2013, we have now collect ed 791 
sacks of litter (and much else besides) – and have recycled 7642 drinks cans, 
6129 plastic drinks bottles, and 1226 glass bottles/jars.

Otterford Playing Fields - Closed

We are currently considering the government’s guidelines for reopening 
playgrounds and trying to work out if it is possible to open safely. Some of 
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THE YORK INN 
 

Honiton Road, Churchinford. TA3 7RF 
01823 601 333 

NOW AVAILABLE: UPSTAIRS FUNCTION ROOM WITH 
WIFI, PROJECTOR & SCREEN 

IDEAL FOR MEETINGS, PRIVATE PARTIES 

Country Pub offering a warm welcome 

Log Fire. Large selection of Ales including local brews, 
Games Room, Large screen TV. Monthly Meat Draw. Lots 

of Special Events. Good wholesome food using local 
ingredients lunchtime & evenings. Specials board & 

Homemade Pie Board. Takeaway. Sunday Roasts. 
Saturday Breakfast. Parties catered for. PPatio Area.  

Dogs Welcome 

 

Email:theyorkinn@yahoo.com 

www.yorkinn.co.uk 
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the guidelines – e.g. manning the fi elds (a steward) at all times, operating a 
booking system, cleaning everything daily - are simply beyond the resources 
of a small Parish Council; and indeed many other local authorities. 

In the meantime the Fields, not just the play equipment, remain closed.

Otterford Helping Hand

Are you vulnerable and self-isolating? We are still available to help with 
shopping, posting letters and parcels, picking up your prescriptions, walking 
your dog, providing a bag of reading books, or just a good old-fashioned 
chat. If you have run out of cash we may also be able to help – against a 
BACS transfer, a cheque, or (if all else fails) an IOU. See the full details 
elsewhere in this CBO News.

After Th e Pandemic – ‘Otterford Reopens’

We haven’t got very far with this yet – mainly because, with the level of risk 
remaining high and government instruct ions/guidelines changing almost 
daily, it is impossible to put a time frame on it. Any ideas?

DATE OTTERFORD DIARY - EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 2020 / 2021

11 Aug Otterford Parish Council Meeting – A virtual meeting, using the 
Zoom application. Please check on noticeboards etc., or contact  
the Parish Clerk if you wish to join.

8 Sept Otterford Parish Council Meeting – Likely to be a virtual meeting, 
using the Zoom application. Please check on noticeboards etc., or 
contact  the Parish Clerk if you wish to join.

13 Oct Otterford Parish Council Meeting – more details to follow.
10 
Nov

Otterford Parish Council Meeting – more details to follow.

14 
Nov 

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our nineteenth – We hope to 
meet at the Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Th en pick 
for a maximum of two hours, before returning to the hall for a 
bacon butty (or veggie alternative) and a hot drink. If ongoing 
COVID-19 restrict ions prevent this we will follow the July 
procedure. Watch this space. 
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HEATHER SPARKS 
TEL/TEXT: 07561 498365 

EMAIL:  
fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk 

www.fitness4fun.wix.com/heather 

Looking for a keep-fit class …? 
Come along, socialise, meet new friends  

and have fun getting fit! 

WEDNESDAY 

9.30-10.30am 
The Village Hall  

Bishopswood  

Nr Chard, TA20 3RS 

THURSDAY 

9.30-10.30am 
Trident  Hall  

Galmington  

Taunton, TA1 5NN 

WEDNESDAY 

6 - 7pm 
West Monkton Village Hall  

Monkton Heathfield  

Taunton, TA2 8NE 

£6  per class      
Term Time Only 

No membership fees. 

RSA/OCR   Qualified Instructor 



52

11 Dec Christmas Turkey Bingo. Our ever-popular Christmas 
event – with a fresh turkey for each full house winner.                                                                                                          
PAY BAR Venue: Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Doors 
open 7.00pm; eyes down 8.00pm

30 Jan 
21

Th e Big Quiz – more details to follow - PAY BAR

20 
Mar 
21

Bishopswood Big Breakfast – for your diary, more details to 
follow

26 
Mar 
21

Spring Bingo – more details to follow - PAY BAR Venue: 
Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Doors open 7.00pm; eyes 
down 8.00pm

27 
Mar 
21

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twentieth – meet at the 
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum 
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie 
alternative) and a hot drink.

17 Jul 
21

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-fi rst – meet at the 
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum 
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie 
alternative) and a hot drink.

13 
Nov 
21

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-second – meet at the 
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum 
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie 
alternative) and a hot drink.

17 Dec 
21

Christmas Turkey Bingo. Our ever-popular Christmas 
event – with a fresh turkey for each full house winner.                                                                                                          
PAY BAR Venue: Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Doors 
open 7.00pm; eyes down 8.00pm

Parish Council meetings are held on the second Tuesday of every month 
normally in Th e Wright Room at the Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Access 
via the rear (kitchen) door. Everyone welcome: please contact  the Parish 
Clerk (01460 234639) if disabled access required. Community Time is at 
7.30pm: meetings start by 7.50pm at the latest. PLEASE NOTE THESE 
ARE CURRENTLY BEING HELD ON LINE USING THE ZOOM 
APP
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Otterford Parish Council

Th e Parish Council held a virtual meeting online, using the ‘Zoom’ meeting 
facility, on Tuesday 14 July. Attending were OPC Councillors Mike Canham 
(Chairman), Charlie Field (Vice Chairman), Lucy Montgomery, and John 
Marsden, SCC Cllr John Th orne, and the Clerk. 

Th e meeting was held in accordance with the Government’s Local Authority 
Coronavirus 2020 Regulations.

Cllr Th orne reported:

• the ‘One Somerset’ local government reorganisation proposal will 
be going to the Council’s Cabinet meeting at the end of July and if 
approved, to the Secretary of State for fi nal decision (expect ed in the 
autumn).

• Libraries – phased reopening of Somerset’s libraries will take place from 
4 July. Th ey will be operating a ‘personal shopper’ type service and a 
‘request and collect ’ service. It won’t be possible to browse books and 
there will be no events or act ivities taking place. Th ere are no charges for 
overdue books at the moment because of the lockdown. Internet access 
will be available for those who need it but sessions must be pre-booked. 
Updates are available here: www.somersetlibraries.co.uk

• Recycling sites are now taking all ‘business as usual’ materials including 
cardboard as well as commercial waste and other waste you pay to 
dispose of, such as tyres, gas bottles, soil and hardcore, vehicle parts, 
plasterboard, and asbestos. Th ere are ‘shop style’ social distancing fl oor 
markings and signs, and lots of measures such as wearing gloves outside 
vehicles which have to be followed. Th e advice is still only to visit if 
essential to do so.

• Births, marriages, deaths – Taunton’s registrar offi  ce is now ‘Covid 
secure’ to allow face-to-face registration of births. Appointments only 
– and only for babies born before 31 March. Th ey hope to be able to 
register births from April and May. If there is an urgent need to register 
a birth, say, for a passport, you can call 01823 282251. Deaths are still 
being registered by phone. Weddings and civil partnership ceremonies 
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Your local, 
established, 
renewable 

energy installer

www.lightworkenergy.co.uk
patrick@lightworkenergy.co.uk
01460 234930      07909 111629

Elm End, Hare Lane, Buckland St. Mary, TA20 3JS

SOLAR PANELS & HEAT PUMPS
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can be held again from 4 July although there are rules limiting the 
number of guests and no singing, etc. Full details are here https://www.
somerset.gov.uk/births-ceremonies-and-deaths/register-birth.

Planning Matters

New application: 29/20/0013/CLA, Notifi cation for prior approval for the 
installation of 1 No. 15m high monopole equipped with 3 No. antenna, 
2 No. 0.3m dishes with 1 No. 1.2m satellite dish and 2 No. equipment 
cabinets on highway verge adjacent to Anders Lane, Otterford. Discussed. 
Th e Council was not happy about the location of the mast on the B3170, 
which would be visible for miles in the middle of the AONB, nor the size of 
the associated infrastruct ure which would be located next to the mast by the 
side of the road. It was agreed to ask if the mast could be sited somewhere less 
visible. Any parishioners wishing to comment on this application please go 
to https://www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/planning/fi nd-a-planning-
application/ and enter the reference above. Th ere were no applications 
refused/granted by SWATDC this month. 

Dog fouling 

We still have some irresponsible dog owners who are allowing their dogs to 
foul the verges and roads in Bishopswood. Th ere is no excuse for this. Th e 
Parish Council has two dog waste bins, one at the Bishopswood Meadows 
and one near the Candlelight. Volunteers kindly empty these as the District  
Council won’t. Please pick up after your dog! If you see anyone not picking 
up their dog mess, challenge them or report them to the Clerk.

Projects/activities/events

Th e water leak onto the road opposite the Candlelight has now been fi xed, 
with a new drain installed. A blocked drain at Upper Whatley has also been 
sorted. 

Th e July Litter pick took place, with strict  social distancing. 19 volunteers 
turned out, including one from Churchstanton parish. Th ere was signifi cantly 
less rubbish to collect  than before lockdown, but it was worthwhile to remove 
17 sacks of litter, car parts, a child’s bike, 196 cans, 88 plastic bottles and 
10 glass bottles from the parish verges! Th e cans and bottles were recycled. 
And one incidence of fl y tipping was reported to SWATDC and collect ed 
subsequently.
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Guitar Lessons 

Electric, Acoustic, Bass, Classical and Ukulele lessons available 

Lessons from a London College of Music Guitar Examiner, professional guitarist and 
contributor to Guitar Techniques Magazine  
 
Taught from dedicated space in Buckland St. Mary 

harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com 

01460 234829.   07928 590269 

www.harrisonmarsh.co.uk
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Otterford Playing Fields

Cllr Canham submitted a paper summarising Government advice and 
guidelines on re-opening of community playing fi elds. Some of the latter are 
simply not feasible for a small parish council like Otterford. It was agreed 
that the PC will carry out a risk assessment specifi cally for COVID-19 risks; 
a safety check (the annual inspect ion); any cleaning and repairs identifi ed; 
and produce signage for users advising of conditions of use. 

We need a volunteer! Our insurers advise that we must conduct  a visual 
inspect ion of the playing fi eld every week and keep a written record of this. 
Is there anyone in the parish who would be interested in doing this? It could 
be a parent or perhaps a teenager needing to show evidence of community 
volunteering for the Duke of Edinburgh’s award scheme. Please give the 
Clerk a call to discuss (01460 234639) if you are interested.

Bailey & Down

Th e Council was sad to hear that Bailey & Down have ceased trading due to 
illness. We will be writing to Keith and Rachael and sending them a small 
token of our appreciation.

Date & Time of next meeting: 

Tuesday 11 August 2020, at 7.30pm, probably again using ‘Zoom’, unless 
anything changes. Please contact  the Clerk if you want to observe this 
meeting. 

NB: Th is is not a comprehensive note of the meeting but a summary of 
discussions and matters thought to be of interest to readers. A full copy 
of the minutes will be on the website (otterfordparishcouncil.org) after the 
August meeting. 

Penny Hart
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OTTERFORD PLAYING FIELDS 
IN BISHOPSWOOD 

 
VOLUNTEER WANTED 

WILL YOU HELP US TO KEEP THE PLAYING FIELDS SAFE? 
 

WE ARE CURRENTLY CONSIDERING THE GOVERNMENT’S GUIDELINES FOR 
REOPENING PLAYGROUNDS, AND TRYING TO WORK OUT IF IT IS POSSIBLE TO 

OPEN SAFELY – AND, IF SO, WHEN. 
 

TO DO SO, AND FOR THE FUTURE, WE WILL NEED TO INSPECT THE FIELDS 
AND THE PLAY EQUIPMENT WEEKLY. 

 

 
 

THIS IS A STRAIGHTFORWARD TASK – WORKING THROUGH A CHECK/TICK 
LIST (PROVIDED) – AND SHOULDN’T USUALLY TAKE LONGER THAN ½ HOUR. 

 
BUT IT MUST BE DONE EVERY WEEK, AND THE CHECK LIST RECORDED, TO 

SATISFY OUR INSURERS. WITHOUT THE INSPECTIONS WE CANNOT REOPEN 
 

IF WE HAD TO PAY SOMEONE TO INSPECT, WE COULDN’T AFFORD IT. 
 

ARE YOU WILLING TO VOLUNTEER TO DO IT? 
IF SO, PLEASE CONTACT PENNY HART (PARISH CLERK) ON 01460 234639    
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Churchstanton Parish Council
July 2020

Virtual Meetings – Due to the current lockdown restrict ions the Parish 
Council currently meet virtually using the platform Zoom. Th e Parish 
Council will continue to meet virtually until further notice. Any members 
of the public wishing to raise an item in public participation time can 
contact  the clerk on 01823 299788 or email clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk 
before 7.15pm on the day of our meeting and you will receive an invite to 
join us. Everyone is welcome.

Finance – Balance of Accounts as at 30th June 2020 - £24875.32 

Internal Audit – Th e internal audit has now been completed with no matters 
arising.
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Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2019-2020 (AGAR)

Th e AGAR return has now been prepared and approved by the parish council 
and will be published on the parish council website and parish noticeboards 
on Monday 20th July 2020.

Grants Policy – Th e parish council discussed and approved their policy for 
awarding grants in the parish. For further information regarding the criteria 
and application process, please contact  the parish clerk.

Planning

10/20/0005 Erect ion of a two-storey extension to the rear of Willow Lodge, 
Pay Wood, Stapley 

Th e parish council cannot support this application on the basis that the 
application is invalid and requires more detailed information including up 
to date site plans.

10/20/0008 Variation of Condition No. 05 (agricultural tie) of application 
9759/1 to allow for the bungalow to be used as an annexe/ancillary 
accommodation.

Th e parish council cannot support this application as the current policy and 
correct  application process have not been followed. Th e parish council would 
be prepared to consider a re-submission subject  to the correct  marketing 
being undertaken.

Newsletter / Flyer – Th e parish council are currently producing a fl yer / 
bulletin for the parish which will provide you with a little information about 
each of your councillors and how you might contact  a councillor for help if 
you need to. Th e fl yer will also provide a brief update on our current project s 
as well as any important dates for your diary. Th e fl yer will be available on 
the parish council website, on the parish noticeboards as well as a hard copy 
in the village shop, village hall (when open) and Th e York Inn. If you know 
of anyone, friend or neighbour who cannot access the fl yer, minutes or CBO  
News from any of the above and would like copies, please contact  the clerk 
who will ensure that this is delivered direct  to their home.

Dog Bins – By the time this article is published our two dog bins should be 
installed in Churchinford. Th e parish council have been promised that the 
work will be completed in week commencing 20th July. Hopefully, this will 
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Jon Dagger 

Cooker / Kitchen 

Appliance Engineer 

Based in Hemyock 
Over 35 years experience with  

many manufacturers  
inc. Rangemaster, Hotpoint, 

Cannon and most others 
 

Repairs to range-type or 
built-in or freestanding cookers, 
washing machines, dishwashers 

 
07725 852322 
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help to resolve the recent issues with dog waste on the community fi eld and 
in general around the village.

VJ Day Celebrations – Postponed Due to the ongoing restrict ions on the 
number of people allowed at public gatherings, the Parish Council have 
decided to postpone this event until such time that the village may all safely 
attend.

Parish Logo – Th e Parish Council have extended the date for your parish 
council logo ideas to 31st July. Anyone can take part, adults, and children. 
Please submit your ideas to the Parish Clerk by 31st July.

Scams - Th ere have recently been several scam emails and telephone calls 
to people living in the parish. Neighbourhood Watch and the Police have 
been made aware. Any suspect ed scams should be reported to Act ion Fraud 
at https://www.act ionfraud.police.uk/reporting-fraud-and-cyber-crime or 
alternatively Act ion Fraud also have a facebook page.

Full details of our Parish Council meetings can be found in the minutes 
displayed on the Parish notice boards in Churchinford and Stapley as well 
as on the Parish website www.churchinfordpc.co.uk. If you would like to 
speak to one of our Parish Councillors, please contact  the Parish Clerk who 
will arrange this for you.

If you would like to contact  the Parish Clerk regarding any of the above you 
can do so by email to clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk or alternatively you can 
call 01823 299788.

Julie Wardle
Parish Clerk
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Suitable for young or old, stiff or flexible, fit or not!

 IYENGAR ® YOGA
Classes at Otterford Parish Hall

with

Tanya Devonshire-Jones
® yoga

® used with permission of BKS IYENGAR, Trade Mark Owner.
TM

Mondays:
Tuesdays:
Fridays:

Please bring a folded blanket and a yoga mat if you have one. Some mats available. 
All other equipment provided. No need to book, just drop-in and pay per session. 

07903 079939   tanya.yogateacher@gmail.com
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Churchinford Weather
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Pavilion Bonus Ball

June
6th 33 Bill Morris
13th 42
20th 13 Ian Bunyan
27th 12 Nick Greenhalgh
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BIRD TABLES & 
GARDEN PLANTERS

Free local 
delivery 

Planters & Troughs 
Bat Boxes 

Bird Tables & Boxes 
Hedgehog Houses 

Log Stores
www.blackdownwoodcrafts.co.uk 

01823 601116 / 07711 504791
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Country Dancing
As members will be aware our meetings came to an abrupt end in March 
when the lock-down came into force. We are now well into what would 
normally be our summer break and , whilst there is no possibility of us 
starting again in the foreseeable future, things are slowly returning to some 
sort of normality.

At the moment our main problem is that we just don’t have a clue how many 
of our members will want to return to dancing should the opportunity arise 
in the future. Joan has intimated that she is willing to continue as our caller 
but to be realistic we would need at least 16 people to attend regularly . 
It would be very helpful if members could contact  myself, Mike Popham, 
or my wife Cathy either by e-mail (mikepopham28@outlook.com) or 
telephone (01823 602859) and just let us know if you think you might be 
interested to return to dancing, or not, if or when it restarts. 

We are not asking you to commit yourself at this stage but it would help us 
gauge the interest when the time comes to decide.

If you know of any members who do not have access to this article perhaps 
you could pass the message on to them. Just to let you know that we made 
a donation of £50 to the Taunton Food Bank from funds saved for our “end 
of term dance” which of course had to be cancelled.

We have missed seeing our friends these past few months. We hope you 
have all managed to keep yourselves safe and well. Hopefully it won’t be 
too long before we are once again enjoying our Tuesday night sessions at 
Churchinford Village Hall.

Mike Popham
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Churchstanton Primary School
When I took on my fi rst Headship at Churchstanton Primary School in 
April 2019, little did I know that less than a year into the post I would 
be required to lead the school through one of the most challenging and 
disruptive times schools have seen since the Second World War. It has been 
a really tough challenge for us all during the pandemic and I am indebted 
to all the staff , parents and pupils of the school for their dedication, 
commitment and amazing support throughout this crisis.

We are proud to have been able to keep Churchstanton Primary School open 
for children of Key Workers and Vulnerable Pupils since lockdown began 
on March 20th. We have had a regular group of children in school since 
that date and they are pict ured below, expressing their thanks for being so 
well looked after. “Th e Lockdown” crew demonstrated their resilience and 
responsibility throughout and it was a pleasure to see them each week. Th ey 
truly embody our mission to develop the four Rs in our pupils: Respect ful, 
Responsible, Resilient Risk-takers.

All staff  have worked tirelessly to provide quality childcare and online 
home learning for all pupils since March, but we have more recently been 
able to welcome ALL children back to school on a part-time basis until 
September when we plan to be open for all our pupils on a full-time basis. 
We are really looking forward to welcoming everyone back and especially 
looking forward to receiving our new Reception children who start school 
for the very fi rst time in September. We are working hard to ensure that 
their fi rst experiences of school will be as normal as possible. Staff  are busy 
planning a curriculum designed to help pupils who may have fallen behind 
during lockdown, catch up during the fi rst half term, with lots of engaging 
and stimulating learning opportunities. Our main theme will focus on 
Community and we hope to be able to organise events that will bring us all 
back together again if restrict ions allow.

We are really delighted to announce that Th e York Inn is hoping to provide 
a new hot lunch service for our staff  and pupils from November 2020. We 
are really pleased to be able to support such an important local business and 
are thrilled that our children will be enjoying good quality food from our 
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Cancelled during the pandemic
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local pub! Th e Churchinford Community has really worked hard to support 
each other during the lockdown, and I know Dan and his staff  at the York 
have done a wonderful job. 

Should you be thinking about choosing a school for your child for September 
2021, please do call the school offi  ce where we can arrange a visit for you. 
Call Ms Coles on 01823 601354 or email Sch.105@educ.somerset.gov.uk to 
make an appointment. Full information and all our policies can be found at 
www.churchstanton.somerset.sch.uk

Kind Regards,

Claire Halstead
Headteacher
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Taking care of your loved ones with the dignity and respect that they deserve

Culmstock Road, 
Hemyock, EX15 3RJ

07860 390002
24 hours a day

50 Fore Street, 
Cullompton, EX15 1LB

01884 32855
9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

pringandson@aol.com

Proud provider of Golden Charter Plans www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk

1895 - 2020

4th Generation
Independent Family Business

A complete personal service to suit your wishes, 
arrangements can be made in the comfort 

of your own home.

Serving the Blackdown Hills and Culm Valley

Hemyock Funeral Directors
Est 1895
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Beware of rogue roofers

A favourite tact ic of rogue traders is to target the houses of vulnerable people, 
making up problems about their roof or chimney. Th ey may deliberately 
cause damage then off er to fi x it – for a fee. Th ey may convince the resident 
to let them inspect  the problem and claim it is serious and urgent. If the 
resident believes them and hires them to do the work, the rogue traders may 
overcharge for a poor-quality or incomplete job, or take the money up front 
and vanish without doing any work. 

Not all traders who cold call are rogue traders, but it’s important to remember 
the golden rules:

• Never agree to work from someone you think might be a rogue trader.

• If you’re not sure, don’t open the door.

• If an off er seems too good to be true, it probably is. 

• Use your door chain when opening the door to strangers. 

• Properly check the identity of callers before opening the door.

• Keep doors and windows secure.

If you think a crime is being committed now or you are in danger, call the 
police on 999 immediately.

For non-emergencies, call the police on 101.

To report a problem with a trader and get advice, call Citizens Advice on 
03454 040506.

If you are worried there may be a problem with your roof or chimney:

• Take time to get three quotes from reputable businesses you trust. 

• Ask friends or family for recommendations. 
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• Use a scheme or association to fi nd reliable businesses. For example:

• Find local, trustworthy businesses through the Buy With Confi dence 
scheme. All businesses in the scheme are vetted, approved and 
monitored by Trading Standards. Visit buywithconfi dence.gov.uk 
or call 01392 383430.

• Or use a member of an appropriate reputable trade association. 
Members must stick to their codes of pract ice. If a trader says they 
are a member of an association, check this is true.

• Decide who to use in your own time. 

• Remember, if you agree to work in your home that will cost more than 
£42, you are legally entitled to a 14-day cooling-off  period in which you 
can change your mind before the work starts. If you agree to the work 
starting within that time, you will be liable for any cost incurred by the 
business up until the point at which you cancel. 

Th is article has been written by Devon, Somerset and Torbay Trading 
Standards Service https://www.devonsomersettradingstandards.gov.uk/

While the Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
offi  ce remains closed for the time being, the team remains busy working 
from home and work continues in earnest on our range of project s.

In recent months, many more people have started to appreciate the benefi ts 
of accessing our green spaces; so we're helping to ensure that the growing 
public interest in the UK countryside results in visits to the Blackdown Hills 
AONB that are safe and positive for all concerned, including our wildlife! 
Helping people to learn about and appreciate the value of habitats and 
species is an important part of our work.
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Blackdown Hills Challenge Fund

Th is year we’ve created a one-off  Blackdown Hills Challenge Fund to help 
support Blackdown Hills communities on the path to a green recovery. Th e 
fund will provide grants of up to £5,000 for two to three project s within the 
Blackdown Hills AONB which protect  or increase biodiversity, encourage 
community engagement and promote local community act ion. 

Examples might include:

• A large habitat/species restoration scheme on a site that the public can 
easily access and enjoy

• An arts or creative project  that engages people in nature’s recovery and 
creates a long-lasting legacy.

Applications will be managed through our Sustainable Development Fund 
(SDF) process and will be considered by the SDF panel using the same 
criteria as SDF applications, but with an emphasis on green recovery. Th e 
deadline for applications is 17 August.

Help create a better future for the River Culm

Do you live or work close to the River Culm? Perhaps you are a regular 
visitor. We would love you to get involved with our Connect ing the Culm 
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project  and help make 
the River a better place 
for people and wildlife. 
Th ere are plenty of 
ways to get involved: 
completing our online 
survey, joining one 
of our forthcoming 
events or taking part 
our citizen science 
act ivities.

Roman ironworking 
site discovered at 

Dunkeswell Abbey

Th e Discovering Dunkeswell Abbey project , completed earlier this year, 
helped raise the profi le of Dunkeswell Abbey and provided an opportunity 
for the local community to connect  with and understand the site, through 
an archaeology programme and other act ivities for children and adults.

Heritage Arts and People worked with volunteers on a test-pit investigation 
on land near the Abbey and made a surprising discovery – burnt material 
dating back to the late Roman period!

Another part of the project  was to create a set of leafl ets and interpretation 
material, including a drawing showing how the Abbey would have looked. 
Th is is now housed in a red telephone box close to the Abbey ruins.
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Somerset Wildlife Trust Launches Emergency 
Appeal To Plug £200,000+ Income Gap To Ensure 
Vital Wildlife Conservation Work Can Continue

27th July 2020 – Somerset Wildlife Trust has 
launched an Emergency Appeal for Somerset’s 
wildlife in response to the devastating impact  the 
Covid-19 pandemic has had on the charity’s ability 
to fundraise for its work to reverse wildlife declines, 
restore biodiversity and reconnect  people with nature. 

Already dealing with the fi nancial challenges surrounding reduct ions in EU 
funding, and the immediate and enormous cost of the rapid onset of Ash 
Dieback disease on its nature reserves, now, as a result of Covid-19, the 
Trust is looking at a shortfall in its budgeted income for this year of at least 
£200,000.

At a time when the Trust should be at the peak of its fundraising act ivities, 
with membership recruitment and events happening across the county, and 
delivering vital habitat management programmes with the help of hundreds 
of volunteers, many of its staff  and recruiters have been furloughed, events 
cancelled, and work programmes are far behind where they should be. 
Reserve teams are also under additional pressure to repair the physical 
damage on sites from anti-social behaviour that took place whilst staff  was 
at its bare minimum.

Th e Trust is appealing to members, supporters and those passionate about 
Somerset’s nature to support the charity now, when it needs help the most. 
Th e funds raised by its emergency appeal will help bridge the signifi cant gap 
in its fi nances this year so it can continue its work for wildlife, capitalise 
on the current drive towards a greener recovery, and ensure Somerset can 
continue to play its part in addressing the national and global ecological and 
climate crises.

Katie Arber, Direct or of Fundraising & Marketing comments: 

“Along with members, supporters and volunteers, we are desperately 
disappointed to have had to cancel our key fundraising act ivities this 
year, particularly at a time when the environment, climate change and 
loss of biodiversity were at the top of the political agenda and high 
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in public consciousness. Th e Covid-19 pandemic has had a huge and 
immediate impact  on our income and will for years to come.

“Th e fact  that even more people have turned to nature to help them 
during lockdown however is brilliant news, and we hope local wildlife 
will continue to be part of their lives. We now need everyone’s help 
to continue to do our work to support wildlife and habitats here in 
Somerset, and every donation will enable us to do this.”

CEO, Georgia Stokes adds: 

“Th e UK is one of the most nature depleted countries in the world. To 
reverse nature’s decline we must restore and connect  valuable habitats 
for wildlife and restore natural processes also providing essential 
carbon stores and helping to adapt to climate change.

“Many of us have discovered during lockdown that we need nature 
to benefi t our physical and mental health and recognised that nature 
really is the life support funct ion for our lives, our communities and 
our businesses. 

“Whilst Covid-19 has hit us at the worst possible time, we mustn’t 
lose the momentum that existed before lockdown for building a more 
environmentally sustainable, wildlife-rich county, and urge everyone 
who turned to or connect ed with the natural world for the fi rst time 
to continue their support and give if they can to help us continue the 
work we do during what will be diffi  cult times ahead.”

To donate to Somerset Wildlife Trust’s Emergency Appeal, visit the website 
here: www.somersetwildlife.org/emergencyappeal or ring 01823 652429.
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Guillaume Dijon Telephone: 01823 421 049 
Ringborough House Mobile: 07892 406 096 
Churchinford, Taunton TA3 7EB Email: gdijon@consultant.com 

RINGBOROUGH DESIGN AND PLANNING 
 

Helping you build 
your dream home 
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Churchstanton Primary is a welcoming and friendly school in a unique rural location,
surrounded by beautiful countryside in the heart of the Blackdown Hills. 

We are fortunate enough to have a forest, two playgrounds, a games field and an
adventure trail, as well as before and after school care provision. 

We are part of a vibrant rural community, offering a creative and challenging curriculum, 
helping our children achieve their highest potential. 

We currently have spaces available - please contact on 01823 601354 

Churchstanton Primary School is a very special place to begin your child's education.

LLearningg inn thee heartt off thee forestt 
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Valid until 31.12.2020
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Maths Tuition 
GCSE and A level Maths Tuition from Maths Post Graduate with Ten Years 
Experience in One To One Tuition. 

All Lessons Tailored to the Individual, taught in a dedicated teaching space in 
Buckland St. Mary. 

DBS Checked. 

01460 234829   07928 590269 

harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com
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Advertising in the CBO News - Scale of Charges
Size of advertisement in millimetres Monthly Annually

B/W   Colour

Pink Pages 

(no commercial 

advertisements)
(1/4 x A5 Size) 124w x 44h (Landscape) £7 £47      £80 N/A
(1/4 x A5 Size) 61w x 91h (Portrait) £7 £47      £80 N/A
(1/2 x A5 Size) 124w x 91h (Landscape) £16 £78      £150 £2
(A5 Size) 124w x 185h (Portrait) £23 £125    £280 £4
The CBO News accepts no liability for:
     1.  Any claims made by advertisers.
     2.  Any errors or omissions in the advertisement as submitted by the advertiser.
     3.  Any legal action as a result of the advertisement.
Acceptance of an advert into the Pink Pages is at the discretion of the CBO News
editorial team. We seek to uphold the purpose of the Pink Pages - namely to support 
local charities, community groups and clubs, fund-raising activities, and non-commercial 
activities, either taking place in the CBO parishes, or in the wider area where they may 
be deemed to be of interest to our readers - by charging a nominal advertising fee that 
is refl ective of the non-commercial nature of the event taking place.

Copy deadlines for the September 2020 issue: 

Adverts: noon, Friday 7th August 2020

Editorial: noon, Friday14th August 2020

Editor:    Jon Mayled - 1 Stephens Cottages, Buckland St Mary, TA20 3SL  
   email: editors@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234181

Advertising Manager &  Josh Strickland - Beech House, Bishopswood, TA20 3RS
Treasurer:  e-mail: adverts@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234144

Pink Pages:   Dave Jefferies - email: pinkpages@cbonews.org.uk

Subscription Managers:  Churchstanton - Pat Stenning - 1 Lambpark Court, Churchinford, TA3 7PL
   Tel: 01823 602926

   Buckland St Mary - Bill Butt - Old Post Offi ce, Buckland St Mary, Chard,
   TA20 3SJ Tel: 01460 234225

   Otterford - Penny Gale - Lower Fyfett Barn, Otterford, Chard, TA20 3QP
   Tel: 01823 601577

Cover Photo:  © Oliver Hellowell 2020
       https://www.facebook.com/OliverHellowellPhotographer/

The CBO News team is nominated by the Parish Councils & Parochial Church Councils of 
Churchstanton, Buckland St Mary & Otterford. The Editor’s decision to publish is fi nal. 

Opinions expressed are those of the contributors not the editorial team.

CBO News is published by the CBO News team & printed by Parish Mag Printers Ltd, Old Sarum
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The Blackdown Practice
Hemyock      Surgery & DIspensary       Churchinford   Dunkeswell
Monday:      08.00 - 18.30*  15.00 - 18.00   08.30 - 12.30
        15.00 - 18.00
Tuesday:      08.00 - 18:30*  08.30 - 12.30   08.30 - 12.30
    15.00 - 18.00     
Wednesday:    08.00 - 18.30*  08.30 - 12.30   08.30 - 12.30
         15.00 - 18.00
Thursday:      08.00 - 18.30*  08.30 - 12.30   08.30 - 12.30
    15.00 - 18.00 
Friday:      08.00 - 18.30*  08.30 - 12.30   08.30 - 12.30

Saturday:      08:00 - 11:00
    
 * Hemyock dispensary is closed between 1.00 and 2.00.

Hemyock:    Appointments & enquiries  01823 680206
    Dispensary    01823 680007
    Fax (Repeat prescriptions)  01823 680680
Churchinford:   Appointments & enquiries  01823 681700
Dunkeswell:   Appointments & Dispensary  01823 681720
Blackdown Support Group:   Elizabeth McNabb   01823 681036

Church View Surgery
Monday:     8.00 - 6.30
Tuesday:     8.00 - 6.30
Wednesday:   8.00 - 6.30 
Thursday:     8.00 - 6.30
Friday:     8.00 - 6.30
    
    Appointments & enquiries  01460 55300
    Dispensary   01460 55511

Hospitals: Musgrove Park 01823 333444 Chard & District  01460 238220
 Honiton & District 01404 540540 St Margaret’s Hospice  01823 259394
 Yeovil & District 01935 475122

Police
Buckland St Mary
(Chard Rural West)

Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant:  Rob Jameson
Neighbourhood Beat Manager:    Alan Hollick
Police Community Support Offi cers:  Gareth Allington
    Julie Middleditch

Neighbourhood Watch:  Neil Arnold - neil.j.arnold@gmx.co.uk

Churchstanton & Otterford
(East Taunton & Rural)

Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant: Charmaine Dyne
Police Community Support Offi cers: Tony Wearmouth 07889 655312
    Steve Chapman steve.chapman@avonand somerset.police.uk
Partnership Support Offi ce:  Emma Tyson

Non-urgent reporting: 101 - if something is URGENT (burglary / fi ght in progress etc.) ring 999
0800-55111 To report suspicious activity and intelligence matters anonymously through Crime stoppers
Email: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact-us/
Website: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk 
Letters: Taunton Police Station, The Deane House, Belvedere Road, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1HE
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Useful Contact Details

Please contact us if you have any changes you would like us to make to this list.
Churchstanton: http://www.churchstantonpc.co.uk

Somerset West & Taunton District  Councillor – Ross Henley   01823 665988 
                                 Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Ian Firth         Cllr.I.Firth@churchstantonpc.co.uk 0781 3214535
Clerk to the Parish Council - Julie Wardle clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk  01823 299788
Village Hall bookings - Denise Lloyd      01823 602700 
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris                    01823 421395
Churchstanton Primary School: Head Teacher - Claire Halstead                    01823 601354
           SCH.105@educ.somerset.gov.uk
Churchinford Community Shop      01823 601026
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper      01823 601347
Tower Captain - Ian Hooper      01823 601347

Buckland St Mary: http://www.buckland-st-mary.org.uk

South Somerset District Councillors – Jenny Kenton     07921 574019  
                    jenny.kenton@southsomerset.gov.uk
          – Martin Wale                   01460 65190
                                                                   martin.wale@southsomerset.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Steve Albon     01460 234035
Clerk to the Parish Council - Veronica Moore              vmmoore21@hotmail.co.uk
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board                    01460 234200
Neighbourhood Watch - Neil Arnold     01460 234693
Buckland St Mary C.E. Primary School: CEO - Suzanne Flack   01460 234251
Executive Head of School - Gareth Nation              http://www.bucklandstmaryceprimaryschool.sch.uk
Churchwarden - Jon Mayled      01460 234181
Tower Captain - Keith Every                     01460 234620

Otterford: http://otterfordparishcouncil.org

Somerset West & Taunton District  Councillor – Ross Henley   01823 665988 
                                  Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Mike Canham     01460 234639
           mike.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Clerk to the Parish Council - Penny Hart                    01460 234639
Village Hall bookings - Amanda Williams     01460 234264
       bookings@otterfordparishhall.co.uk 
The Hub - Communications - Peter Naylor                     01823 601106
Churchwarden - David Ruthven      01823 601455

General:
Somerset County Councillor (Buckland St Mary) - Amanda Broom   01460 62102
Somerset County Councillor (Otterford & Churchstanton) - John Thorne  01823 663146 
                  JBThorne@somerset.gov.uk
Blackdown Community Bus  blackdownbus@gmail.com  07762 813967

Bishopswood Chapel
Chris Sussex       01460 234270

Blackdown Benefi ce
Rector - Revd Jim Fallon  revfallon@btinternet.com  01823 421757
Associate Priest - Revd Dr Nick Griffi n ngriffi n84@gmail.com (Wed/Sun)  07724 066293

Blackdown Hills AONB - Katherine Findlay     01823 680682
                            katherine.fi ndlay@devon.gov.uk 
TDBC Health Response Unit                     01823 356337
Wessex Water                      0845 6004600
Bristol Water       0800 373501
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Monthly Payments
Single implant from £66 per month. 
T and Cs apply

The Whyte House Dental Group,
89 Fore Street, Topsham, Exeter

Telephone: 01392 877494
www.thewhytehouse.com

A life-changing alternative to conventional full dentures

ATTENTION DENTURE WEARERS
ARE YOU HAVING ANY OF THESE ISSUES WITH YOUR DENTURES

RESULT - EAT THE FOODS YOU LOVE

THE
SOLUTIONS

“The difference it has made to me from eating out to my 
smile, money well spent”

Maria Devon

“I have had a lot of problems with my teeth and Grant has 
been the only dentist to give me hope for an acceptable 

outcome. I really appreciate the rapport and honest 
conversation we have had and continue to have.

Thank you Grant.”
D.T Devon

 Gum ulcers
 Bone pain
 Multiple clinical visits to adjust them
 Dentures move
 Worried about eating out

 Have to use glue at every meal and hate the taste
 Worried the glue is not healthy
 Loss confidence and they look fake
 Can’t see the teeth when you smile
 Can’t eat apples, steak, tomatoes

FREE IMPLANT CONSULTATION

Fixed teeth in a day by an expert.
Dr Brookshaw first qualified in 1996 from the University of Dundee. Then in 1999 he gained his Masters degree in
Oral Surgery from the University of Sheffield and further extended his clinical qualification in 2001 by completing an
18 month Implant Training Programme.

In 2009, he attained the highest honours award in the implant masters program from University of California Los Angeles/Gide program.

Richard was also one of the first six in the UK to gain The Diploma in Implant Dentistry from the Royal College of Surgeons, 
Edinburgh at its first sitting.

Dr Richard Brookshaw BDS BMedSci (oral surgery) Dip Imp Dent RCS Ed (practice limited to implant dentistry)

GDC number 72150

1. Fixed teeth in a day.
(Teeth screwed in)

2. Dentures stabilised by 2 implants.
Full assessment needed to establish if you are suitable for the treatment
Finance packages. (T&Cs; Apply) 

“Delighted with my fixed bridge and after care at The Whyte 
House. They feel like my own teeth.“

Geoff Topsham
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