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EDITORIAL 
This edition is so  full of articles that the editors have been limited to 
less than half a page. Thank you to everyone who has contributed 
this month and if  anything is missing we will aim to get it into the 
next issue. 
Therefore it remains to wish everyone a good November and hope 
that we can all enjoy the season with Keats: 
 

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness, 
      Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun; 
Conspiring with him how to load and bless 
   With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run; 
To bend with apples the moss'd cottage-trees, 

   And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core; 
 

David Bleloch & Jon Mayled  

While the editors welcome material for publication in the ‘CBO News’, they do not guarantee that any item will be included or will 
appear in a particular edition.  They reserve the right to edit or shorten any items which are used.  Publication is in good faith and 
does not imply accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed. 

 

DEADLINE DATE 

Edition Closing date 
December Fri 14 November 
January Wed 10 December 
February Fri 16 January 
March Fri 13 February 



2 

 
D&M  

Construction Ltd  
Buckland St Mary 

p: 01460 234 517 m: 07912 113 944 
e: chrismarshall_home@btinternet.com 

 

Carpentry, Joinery 
and  

Small works specialists 
 

Call Chris today for a  
friendly and professional service, with free no obligation quotes. 

Churchill & Co 
Chartered Accountants 

Not all  
accountants  
are the same! 
 

Let us lift the burden of financial  
administration with prompt,  
proactive services and expert advice.  
 

- Chartered Accountants  
- Business Advisors 
 
Taunton office 01823 321177  
Honiton office 01404 43360  
Email mail@churchill-co.net 
Web www.churchill-co.net 

Digital TV and Satellite 
Specialists 

 

Aerial and Satellite systems 
installed and upgraded. 

Freeview, Sky Digital, Sky TV. 
TV, FM, DAB, Digital, Terrestrial. 

Multipoint viewing. 
 

Free quotation and installation 
advice. 

01823 680190 
07766 522336 
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THINKING ALOUD … 
Thoughts from the Blackdown Benefice Churches 
www.blackdown.org.uk 
Dear Friends, 
I had gratefully accepted a lift early this morning to Bristol station, 
as I’d decided to surprise my oldest  friend Eileen (whose birthday is 
this week), and I went on a day trip to Lancashire. Awful traffic, so I 
missed the train I’d booked on by only 3 minutes, and had to wait 
for the next one, involving an extra change at Crewe. It turned out 
to be a blessing in disguise, because I had two long conversations 
with people I shared part of the journey with. There is a sort of ex-
citement in chatting to someone you’ll never meet again, and briefly 
touching lives with them. 
It set me off thinking about journeys, and how the Bible is packed 
with them, not only in the Old Testament but those travels around 
by  Jesus and his disciples, and his many encounters with strangers. 
One such episode turned out to be a favourite of many clergy at the 
diocesan conference attended by Sue and I in September in Derby-
shire, and it formed one of our morning bible studies. It was the 
road to Emmaus story, where at first the Risen Jesus was mistaken 
for a stranger, but then recognised for who he was. 
I find myself thanking God often for brief encounters, by which I feel 
enriched. We all have them from time to time, and although there is 
only sometimes the chance to share beliefs, it is sharing of interest 
and care that matters. 
I’m glad that I missed that train, but as I write this hurtling through 
the Midlands on the way back, I’m glad I’m on the right one, and in 
more ways than one! 
May God bless your journeys, and enrich you with brief encounters! 

Love and blessings to you all, Doris 
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CHURCH SERVICES – November – 2008  
 
2 November 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
All Saints 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) 
Sunday 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
 
9 November 0800 Corfe Holy Communion (BCP) 
Remembrance 1030 Birchwood Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 1030 Otterford Family Service 
(3 before 1030 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW) 
Advent) 1045 Churchstanton Remembrance Day Service 
 1050 Corfe Remembrance Day Service 
 1500 Buckland St Mary Remembrance Day Service 
 1830 Corfe Compline (CW) 
 
16 November 0830 Pitminster Holy Communion (BCP) 
2 before Advent 1030 Churchstanton Family Service 
 1030 Corfe Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Morning Worship (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (CW) (Sunday School) 
 1830 Otterford Compline (CW) 
 
23 November 0830 Churchstanton Holy Communion (BCP) 
Christ the King 1030 Otterford Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Family Service 
 1830 Corfe Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 
30 November 1030 Corfe United Holy Communion (CW) 
Advent Sunday 
 
7 December 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Advent 2 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
 1830 Pitminster Service of Light 
  
Readers and Sidesmen for Buckland St Mary and Birchwood 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
2 Nov 0830 Ian Cumming 1 John 3:1-3 Ian Cumming 
  Pam Hull Matthew 5:1-12 Hilary Cumming 
9 Nov 1030 Sandra Aplin 1 Thess. 4:13-end Peter Reed 
  Peter Reed Matthew 25:1-13 
 1500 A Scout or Guide Psalm 9:9-20 Ian Cumming 
    Gordon Board 
16 Nov  1100 Pam Martin 1 Thes. 5:1-11 Gordon Board 
  Barbara Board Matthew 25:14-30 Barbara Board 
23 Nov 1100 Richard Lupton Ezek 34:11-16,20-24 Ian Cumming 
  David Bleloch Matthew 25.31-end Ann Hales 
7 Dec 0830 Vicki Bell 2 Peter 3:8-15a Gordon Board 
  Jean Watkis Mark 1:1-8 Ann Hales 
Readers for Otterford 
  Readers 
9 Nov 1030 Ann Grabham Amos 5:18-24  
  Irene Campbell Matthew 25:1-13  
23 Nov 1030 John Gusterson Ezek 34:11-16, 20-24  
  Cliff Wright Matthew 25.31-end  
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SERVICES AT BISHOPSWOOD CHAPEL 
Family Worship     
 10.30 am - 11.15 am  
Refreshments     
 11.15 am onwards 
Communion + Evening Service    6.30 pm - 7.45 
pm 

Readers and Sidesmen for Churchstanton 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
2 Nov 1030 David Dobinson Revelation 7:9-17 Claudia Gill 
  Shirley Hooper Matthew 5:1-12 
9 Nov 1045 To be notified personally Geoffrey Berry 
16 Nov 1030 Barbara Simpson Zeph 1:7, 12-end Sylvia Pike 
  Claire Bleloch Matthew 25:14-30  
23 Nov 0830 Christopher Poole Ezek 34:11-16,20-24 Stephen Higgs 
  Chris Hopcraft Matthew 25:31-end  
7 Dec 1030 Bill Morris Isaiah 40:1-11 Sandra Aldworth 
  Joyce Lockyer Mark 1:1-8 
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The Cycle of Giving,  
de clutter and gain for FREE 

Here is a brilliant way to recycle your unwanted 
items, plus receive “gifts” from other people, join 
Freecycle. 

The Freecycle network was started in Arizona in 2003 and now has 
nearly 6 million members worldwide. There are 4618 groups around 
the world—locally there are groups in Chard, Honiton and Taunton. 
”People helping people and changing the world one gift at a time." 
As a result, Freecycle estimates they are currently keeping over 300 
tons of rubbish a day out of landfills! This amounts to four times the 
height of Mt. Everest in the past year alone. 
Having recently renovated our home, we had some unwanted items 
which we put on Freecycle. These included carpet, of good quality 
but odd sizes and without Freecycle, destined for the skip. I found 
the  network really easy to use, well managed , the people we met 
delightful, plus we got the warm glow from helping others. 
Many people use Freecycle to put in requests for an item, maybe 
they have a grandchild coming to stay and need a highchair or need 
some wood for a DIY job. I have even seen soil and bulbs offered; 

GRAHAM ROBOTHAM 
 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

FLOOR & WALL TILING 
BLOCK & STONE WALLING 

PATIOS, PONDS & WATER FEATURES 
GARDENING & MAINTENANCE 
HOUSEHOLD MAINTENANCE 

 

FOR A FRIENDLY, RELIABLE SERVICE, CALL GRAHAM ON 
HOME:- 01823 602729 

MOBILE:- 07881 578937 

SEWING MACHINE SERVICING                                   TELEPHONE  - 01823 601465 
DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL                                                           or  01823 601347 
 

IAN HOOPER 
SOUTH WEST REGIONAL SERVICE CENTRE 

 
COME TO THE REAL EXPERTS 

 
ALL MAKES REPAIRED                                                        FULL GUARANTEES 
FREE ESTIMATES                                                                          PROMPT SERVICE 
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CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST 
 

STEPHEN WAPLINGTON, 
MSSCh, MBChA. HPC Registered 

 
 

EXPERT FOOTCARE IN YOUR OWN HOME 
AT NO EXTRA COST 

 

For friendly and professional treatment 
please call: 

 

01404 861328 

                         

the Freecycle world is fascinating.  
To join in, go to www.freecycle.org and browse groups. 
By giving freely with no strings attached, members of the Freecycle 
Network help instil a sense of generosity of spirit as they strengthen 
local community ties and promote environmental sustainability and 
reuse. People from all walks of life have joined together to turn rub-
bish into treasure. 

Until next month, 

C.B.O. Green 

Access to Care Conference  
Anyone concerned for the future delivery of 
healthcare in the Blackdown Hills will want to attend 
an upcoming health conference says retired GP Jon-
athan Meads who is chairing the organising group. 
The NHS and Social Services will adopt new govern-
ment community health strategies this year under 

the designation My Life – My Choice 
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The Blackdown Health Consortium (BHC), a partnership of profes-
sional and voluntary bodies, which engages with community health 
issues, is holding the Conference on “Accessibility of Care in the 
Blackdown Hills” on Thursday, 6th November, which will consider 
ways of enhancing access to care in the Hills. 
The speakers will include key regional professionals such as Rebecca 
Carmichael - Public Health Commissioner for Devon – “Keeping peo-
ple well and in their Community”, and also Jan Ingram, Devon PCT – 
“Care of the Elderly in the Community”. 
 “We have very good healthcare in the Blackdown Hills and our aim 
in putting on this conference is to encourage excellence” aid Jona-
than Meads.  The Blackdown Health Consortium are keen to hear 
from those professionals, carers and patients who will be impacted 
by the upcoming changes in order that the conference will benefit 
the widest possible audience. 
The event is to be held at the Fishponds Hotel near 
Dunkeswell.  Bookings may be made by telephone with Blackdown 
Support Group on 01823 681036 or email  bsgbarbara@nhs.net 

MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE 
SELF DRIVE OR DRIVER AVAILABLE 

4 BUCKETS - TRAILER - DELIVERY 
HOME EXTENSIONS - DRIVES - GARDEN WALLS 

2 TONNE DUMPER ALSO AVAILABLE 
 

SW  SERVICES LTD 
CHURCHSTANTON 
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THE YARTY GARDENING CLUB 
Chris Smith of Pennard Plants at East Pennard near 
Shepton Mallet, gave the Yarty Gardening Club one of 
its most entertaining talks this year.  His subject of 
‘Pest Control’ didn’t sound very engaging – but ‘Slugs, 
snails and puppy dog’s tails’ certainly was! 
In 1589 Sir Thomas Hanmer said “The worst enemies 

to gardens are moles, cats, earwigs, snails and mice, and they must 
be carefully destroyed or all your labour is lost”. Sounds very famil-
iar, doesn’t it? 
So what can we do to try and ensure we have a healthy, relatively 
pest free garden? First of all, ensure the plants themselves start off 
healthy and remain so with feeding and weeding. 
Keep a balance of nature in the garden. If you feed birds, don’t give 
them too much so that they don’t have room for the creepy crawl-
ies. Toads, frogs and newts are useful for eating slugs and snails – 
and the introduction of a toad into your netted strawberry patch 
(with a fresh water supply laid on) will ensure a slug free crop. 
Use sacrificial crops to attract pests away from the main crop, such 
as the Martock Bean which attracts black fly, and Nasturtiums which 

 

MARK STAPLE 
 

CARPENTRY 
 

Professional 
Kitchen Fitter 

 
Supply and fit or fit only 

 
All aspects of carpentry 

and 
home improvement work 

undertaken 
 

Tel: 01823 413663 
Mob: 07798 830365 
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attract greenfly. 
Go back to the old companion planting. At one time no cottage gar-
den was complete without its marigolds (calendula). Most garden 
pests hate the aroma and the excretion from its roots which kills 
eelworm and a number of other soil pests. French, African and Mexi-
can marigolds all have the same effect, and the latter is even said to 
control the dreaded ground elder and bindweed. 
Potatoes, tomatoes, peas and brassicas also benefit from marigolds.  
Yellow flowers are attractive to hoverflies which eat aphids. 
Garlic and onions (including ornamental aliums) are particularly 
good at keeping greenfly and other pests from roses, raspberries 
and vines. Boiling the leaves of wild garlic in water produces a spray 
that cures a multitude of pests and diseases.   
Be careful which plants you put together, though. Beetroot and on-
ions get on well; so do carrots and onions by mutually repelling car-
rot and onion fly. But don’t plant potatoes and onions together – the 
onions will make the potato’s eyes cry! –  peas and beans don’t like 
onions much, either. 
Husbands in the audience got some sideways looks when Mr Smith 
trotted out an old French saying “move parsley, move your wife”.  
Parsley is actually an antidote to poison and is reputed to increase 
the scent of roses. 
Use fleece to keep cabbage white butterflies off your young plants – 
and it was suggested that the positioning of handbag mirrors along 
rows of carrots would cause the carrot root fly to brain itself! 
Don’t throw your slugs into the neighbour’s garden – they are hom-
ing! 
Problems with ants? Mix one part borax or yeast and one part sugar 
and sprinkle where the ants are obvious. The sugar masks the borax 
and the workers are not allowed to eat until they have fed the queen 
which then expires, the workers rush from the nest in disarray and 
can then be killed off with powder. 
Keep squirrels off your newly planted bulbs with grated soap and 
cats off your pots with cocktail sticks.   
Badgers don’t like blue polythene (it makes a noise!); moles are de-
terred by predator dung (lion poo is the best, but ferret droppings 
will do just as well!); tea bags soaked in Ralgex are a good deter-
rent for cats, and dogs don’t like rue. 
There were lots more tips too numerous to mention here, but the 
closing line should be “If it moves slowly enough, step on it. If it 
doesn’t, leave it as it will probably kill something else!” 
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The next club meeting is on Thursday, 20 November, 7.30 p.m. in 
Buckland St Mary Village Hall. The speaker will be Chris Birchall on 
Trees and Shrubs – plenty of inspiration for winter planning ready 
for next year! 

Female Helper 
Painting/Decorating/Spring Cleans 

From a single room to a whole house 
Let my helping hands help you. 

Call Maggie North on 01460 234 309 
(Answer phone or after 6pm) 

Colin Layzell, Furniture & Joinery 
 

Makers of Furniture & Kitchens, 
Specialist Joinery for Listed & Period Buildings, 
Quality Joinery suppliers to the Building trade, 

 

Telephone: 01404 891815. WWW.colinlayzell.co.uk 



12 

For more information pop into your local Age Concern at: 

Motor Insurance & Breakdown 

People over 50 
trust Age Concern 

products & services 

Home Insurance Travel Insurance 

Funeral Planning 

Gas & Electricity Supplies 

Age Concern Somerset 
The Market House 

Fore Street 
Taunton, TA1 1JD 

Open Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm 

01823 423496 
 

Please quote ref:ALL700 
Age Concern Enterprises Ltd. (ACEnt) is  
authorised and regulated by the Financial  
Services Authority. If you contact an Age  
Concern office, you will be dealing with an  
Appointed Representative of ACEnt. 

A46V3DEC05-MC213 
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H ello everyone 
 

Hot off the press this month is the launch of the 
Avon and Somerset emergency text service. This 
service is provided for members of our community 
who cannot use a voice telephone, such as the deaf, 
deafened, hard of hearing and speech impaired. In 

case of an emergency when, for example, life is at risk, crime or 
trouble is happening at that moment, someone is injured or threat-
ened, there is a fire or people trapped or you need an ambulance 
you can now text details using the 

Emergency Text Service 80999 
You need to state what the problem is, which emergency service you 
need and the location. You will know your message has been re-
ceived ONLY when you get a reply. 
Locally we have seen a rise in motor vehicle crime and I remind you 
not to leave valuables on display in your cars, especially with the 
Christmas season approaching and all the extra shopping this in-
volves. If possible, park your vehicle in a garage or well-lit area.  
Also remember that with the darker evenings drawing in you should 
try to make your house look occupied when there is no-one at 
home, low energy light bulbs will save on the bill if you are con-
cerned about the cost.  We have a small supply of these bulbs at the 
station free to anyone who can identify a particularly suitable recipi-
ent; you can contact me on the usual number Voicemail 01823 
363287 and 70106 at the prompt.  

Regards until next month.     

PCSO 9240 Donna Langdon 

 

PENNY PRICE FURNITURE 
 

DESIGNER & MAKER OF HIGH QUALITY FURNITURE 
Individually Designed to Your Specifications 

CONTEMPORARY AND TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
 

Phone 07881 785517 for a chat about your requirements 
or visit our website www.pennypricefurniture.com 

Unit 1c  Chelston Enterprise Centre  Castle Road  Wellington  Somerset TA21 9JQ 
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Charity Tea Dance at Bishopswood 
On Sunday October 12th a charity tea dance was held at Bishops-
wood Hall. Dancers came from as far as Minehead, Yeovil and Cul-
lompton. Music was provided by organist Len Jackman from Plym-
outh.  During the interval everyone enjoyed a piece of home-made 
birthday cake, as Stuart was celebrating his birthday that day. 
The profit of £320 has been sent to S.U.R.E. Musgrove Hospital, 
Taunton. Grateful thanks to everyone who came and made it such 
an enjoyable afternoon, also anyone who gave prizes and donations.  
A big thank you to Cliff and Happy Wright for helping on the door. 

Mary & Stuart Govier 

For Sale 
Gent’s Dinner Suit – Tuxedo style – Jacket 40” chest; Trousers 36” 
waist 31” inside leg.  
£7.50 o. n. o. – proceeds to Buckland St. Mary Church. 'Phone 
01460 234460. 

Phillip Wright 

01460 53613 
incl. evenings & weekends 

computers 

MONKEYPUZZLE 

Professionally qualified 
Computer repair &        

upgrade 
Virus removal &           

prevention 
Home tutoring 

Small business support 
Jargon-free explanations 

Extremely competitive rates - 
please call  
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Lower Colley Farm, Livery 
Yard 

Friendly, family run yard with owners living on site. 
Outdoor school, all year turnout, secure, well lit yard. 

Part or Full liveries, Schooling or Breaking. 
Does your horse need a holiday? 

 

Contact Carey for details. 
Mobile 07977 545470   Home 01460 234026 

E-mail careycollett@btinternet.com 
Lower Colley Farm, Buckland St Mary, Chard, 

TA20 3QD 
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Garden Design 

 

Green Leaves 
Home: 01404881539 
Mob:  07812045805 

E-mail:  
Sue Betteridge 

All aspects of garden maintenance,  
Hedging, Mowing, Pruning, Clearance 

More about Shoe Boxes 
Having read of the Shoe Box scheme in the Sep-
tember magazine I hope that many of you are al-
ready giving thought to preparing your box. 
Operation Christmas Child is the world’s largest 
children’s Christmas project. In 2007 the charity, 

Samaritan’s Purse, sent 1.3 million shoe boxes from the UK to chil-
dren in hospitals, orphanages, Internally Displaced Persons camps, 
homeless shelters and impoverished neighbourhoods. 
Choosing gifts and then wrapping and filling a shoe box is a reward-
ing activity, especially when you know that these gifts will be used 
and treasured. If you wish you may include a photo of yourself, or 
your family, as the children like to see who sent them their box 

You are welcome to bring your box along to the Family Service 
at Otterford Church on Sunday, November 9th at 
10.30 am. when a short video presentation will show you more 
about the scheme. If you are unable to come please ring me and I 
will arrange collection. 
All the boxes will then be taken to a collection point in Chard where 
they will be processed by volunteers and sent to their destinations. 
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They will then they be distributed through local churches and chari-
ties. Each one will be hand delivered to a child in need. 

Penny Gale  
01823 601577 

 

JOHN BOYS 

 

ELECTRICAL 
& 

PLUMBING 
SERVICES 

 

ALL TYPES OF 
INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN 

 

“The Retreat” 
Brimley Hill 

Churchstanton TA3 7QH 
 

Home  – 01823 601146 
   Mobile – 07596 106071  

OTTERFORD  
PARISH COUNCIL 

 
The October meeting of Otterford Parish Council 

took place on Tuesday 7th October in the Parish Hall, Bishopswood. 
There were just enough Councillors present to achieve a quorum 
and they were joined by two parishioners and the Parish Liaison Of-
ficer together with the Clerk (of course). The Clerk had omitted to 
inform the bookings officer that the date of the meeting had been 
changed from the second Tuesday of the month, to the first Tuesday 
of the month (for this month only!) – this meant that the Main Hall, 
the Committee Room, the Kitchen and the toilets were all already in 
use when the Councillors began to arrive!. Tables and chairs were 
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hastily arranged in the ‘Green Room’ and thus began a very cosy 
meeting. 
On discovering that our local Beat PC does not regularly receive a 
copy of the CBO News, the Council agreed to pay for a copy to be 
sent to her each month, so that she can more easily keep up with 
developments in these parishes. 
The meeting was told that students from the Taunton Pupil Referral 
Unit are now using the Old Coach House at Otterhead Lakes on a 
regular basis during school term times.  This was felt to be a good 
and useful development, as regular authorized use tends to deter 
irregular unauthorized use of the property and the area around it. 
A short (two hours) Driver Awareness Course has been arranged for 
the evening of 27th January 2009. This is to be held in the Parish 
Hall, Bishopswood at 19.00 hours, admission is free, refreshments 
will be provided and, as the organizers are hoping to bring a ‘driving 
simulator’ with them for parishioners to ‘have a go’, it should be a 
very interesting evening. 
You may have noticed the ‘art installation’ in the Culmhead bus 
shelter, or you may just have seen the rubbish which had accumu-
lated there; either way, thanks to the efforts of SCC Cllr. Ross Hen-
ley and TDBC Cllr. John Thorne, the shelter was, at the last check, 
looking quite tidy again.  The Council is unsure whether or not there 

 

Buckland St Mary 
Pre-school 

 
We offer a caring, friendly, happy environment, where your child can play, 

learn  and  socialise. 
We give individual attention and stimulation within the group to encourage            

development at each child’s own pace. 
 

The Pre-school has its own building within the grounds of Buckland St 
Mary Primary school, in which we offer a vast array of toys and equipment.  
We have a quiet book corner, a home corner and an activity area for paint-
ing, cooking etc.  We also have access to the school’s facilities and use their 
hall, outdoor play equipment and safe playground. 
 

We take children from 2.5 - 5 years old. 
We are open Monday 9.00-12.00 Tuesday 9.00-2.50, Wednesday 9.00-12.00 

and Friday 9.00-12.00. 
 

For more information and a prospectus please ring 01460 234303 
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is an actual need for this shelter – what do parishioners think? 
The Council is also preparing to consider what further facilities or 
equipment might be provided in the OLP field. Councillors would like 
to hear from parishioners, old or young, with their ideas for the fu-
ture development of this wonderful asset to the parish.  
Two Planning applications have been received for the consideration 
of the Council, one is for the erection of a rear extension at Web-
ber’s Farm, Royston Water and the other is asking for a variation to 
the conditions imposed on application 29.2008/013 (which is for a 
holiday chalet close to Littlefields, Bishopswood)  The Council did not 
object to either of these. 
The Application for an extension at The Stalls, Rull Farm, Otterford 
has been granted as has the one for an alteration to an already ap-
proved unit at Church Farm, Otterford. 
Councillor Wright’s offer to give the hedge around the OLP field its 
annual haircut, was gratefully received and the Clerk was given the 
go-ahead to enrol for a further Computer Skills course (heaven 
knows, she needs it!) 
Notice has been received of the development of a Tyre Recycling 
operation at Dunkeswell. This will mean large numbers of enormous 
lorries laden with old tyres, both baled and not, travelling across 

Exclusive,  
contemporary range       

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 
 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 
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Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 
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pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 
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furniture for your 

home. 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 
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parts of this parish. The Council 
intends to register its concern 
about the extra wear and tear on 
the local road network and to ask 
whether such a business is ap-
propriate in this AONB. 
With all necessary business com-
pleted, the meeting was declared 
closed at 21.00 hours – not bad 
eh! 
The next scheduled meeting will 
be held on 11th November in the 
usual place at 19.30. 

Barbara Simpson 
Clerk 

Marti Spencer M.I.P.T.I. 
 

Holistic Health 
Therapist 

20 years experience 
 

AROMATHERAPY 
STRESS CONTROL 

NUTRITIONAL ADVICE 
 

Buckland St. Mary 
Tel: 01460 234 614 

 

Pure essential oils are 
extracted from various parts 
of flowers, herbs and resins 

and have properties that help 
enhance physical and mental 
wellbeing, activate the body’s 
natural healing process and 

strengthen the immune 
system. 

 

STRESS – Not all stress is  neg-
ative – it can be 

stimulating – but it is 
recognised that in excess it 

can cause:- 
INSOMNIA, FATIGUE, 

DEPRESSION, ANXIETY 
PANIC ATTACKS, MIGRAINES 

DIGESTIVE & 
CARDIOVASCULAR PROBLEMS 

 

A treatment can help relieve 
stress and promote deep 

relaxation 
 

AROMATHERAPY can safely be 
used in conjunction with most 

conventional medical 
treatments 

DRY LOGS FOR 
SALE 

 

For details please telephone 
 

Nigel Hodges 
 

Mob.: 07912213535 or 
01823 601408 
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HEMYOCK VETERINARY SURGERY 
 

29A STATION ROAD, HEMYOCK (Just below the Spar) 
 

A mixed practice, providing friendly advice and service to all sectors 
of the community, from hammy hamsters to prize dairy herds. 

 
We are here to help. 

 
SURGERY TIMES 

 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 4.00 PM - 6.00 PM 

TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY 10.00 AM - 10.30 AM 
AND 4.00- 6.00 PM 

 
For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, 

please call (01404) 42750 or (01823) 681067 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
 

A warm welcome to our new 
regular news item! Each 
month we would like to 
share with you some of the things which have been happening in 
our school. The governing body have willingly volunteered to take it 
in turns to write this piece, but it is of course with great joy that, as 
headteacher, I write the first! 
I would like to share, if I may, some of our vision as a school. As I 
now enter my fourth year as headteacher, I am still struck by the 
utter uniqueness of our school.   
First, I can honestly say that, without a shadow of doubt, this re-
mains the friendliest school I have ever set foot in. Time and time 
again, I am left with a huge sense of pride as I look around at our 
school community, and the way that everyone plays their part in 
making our school an enjoyable, happy and safe place to be. Both 
our recent OFSTED and Investor in People reports clearly stated 

News from 
Buckland St Mary  
Church of England 

Primary School 
www.bsmprimaryschool.co.uk 

01460 234251 
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such, and this remains one of our key aims as a school; to create in 
all a sense of belonging and to create a safe and trusting en-
vironment. 
Secondly, when I look back over the last few years, I can see the 
ways we have always tried to provide the very best learning oppor-
tunities for our children. Recent developments in our school include 
the introduction of the new numeracy and literacy frameworks, new 
ways for children to reflect on their own learning, and efforts to im-
prove resources for our children. We continue to be committed to 
such aims; to inspire a love of lifelong learning, to provide the ulti-
mate learning experience, and to motivate all to achieve their 
personal best. 
Thirdly, I love the way that as a school, we always have an outward 
focus, whether it’s in trying to support our local community, or in 
making an impact further afield. It remains our desire for our chil-
dren to leave us prepared for where their life goes next. It is to this 
end that our aims continue to be: to equip our children to deal with 
change; to equip our children with the skills and tools to be 
global citizens, and to develop in our children an understand-
ing of who God is and the place of God in our world and in 
our lives. 
And finally, it is perhaps the uniqueness of each child and member 
of our school community which is the main reason for the unique-
ness of our school. The best thing about our school is its people and 
its children, without whom my job would not be as worthwhile. Be-
cause of this, we aim continually to: respect individuality and cele-
brate diversity, and to praise all types of achievement. 
Our school motto is Everyone Matters. I don’t believe that this is 
unique in itself, but I do like to think that the way we daily try to 
live this out, is what makes our school the one it is. 

Simon Billington, Headteacher 
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Technical takedowns 
Crown reductions/ crown lifting 
Pruning and dead wooding 
Tree planting 
Hedge trimming / hedge laying 
Emergency work / 24 hour callout 
NPTC qualified 
FOR SALE Woodchip Mulch 

For free quotations and professional advice 
Please contact Paul Durman: 

Tel: 01823 353302    Mob: 07815 146343 
Email: ashculmetreesurgeons@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Furniture Making Classes 
 

with Tom Kealy 
 

One to one guidance and tuition.  
Tailored to suit beginners and more experienced woodworkers 

 
To find out more you can visit his website, 

or you can phone Tom to discuss what projects  
& woodworking techniques you would like to cover 

 
Tom runs his own furniture making business and tutors regularly  

at West Dean College in Sussex and at  
The Centre for Furniture Craftsmanship in America 

 
01460 234272  Email: tom@kealy.co.uk   www.tomkealy.com 
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Happy Birthday, 
 Your Royal Highness! 

Charles, Prince of Wales, is 60 this year. So, am I, 
just nine days after him. My birthday this year falls 
on a Sunday, and I got to thinking “How do I want 
to celebrate it?”. I decided it was by inviting every-

one to tea! Family celebrations can be spread over the days around 
it, but on the 23rd November I have rented out the hall in Church-
inford for the afternoon. Please come and have a sandwich, piece of 
cake, and raise your cup of tea to toast HRH and me! It’s your pres-
ence I would like, not your presents, so I intend to have a large card 
for everyone to sign, and put a pot out to be divided between two 
causes close to my heart, the Friends of Wells Cathedral and Chil-
dren’s Hospice South West. I will have information on both. It isn’t 
just for our congregations; if you don’t come to church, come to tea 
and meet us!  If you have Sunday lunch at lunchtime, come at 
teatime, and if you eat a meal in the evening, come and have a 
snack earlier. 

Doris 

BUCKLAND ST MARY TODDLER GROUP 

Toys and equipment suitable 
for newborns and upward 

Ride-on toys and slide 
Tabletop activities 

Refreshments 

Thursday mornings 10.00-12..00 at 
Otterford Parish Hall (Bishopswood) 

For more details please ring Melanie Tuffill  
01460 234325 or just pop in! 
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Sandringham Conservatories 
With 

Quality Installations 

We are a local family specializing in the design and installation 
of : 
  Custom designed Conservatories (Hardwood/UPVC)  
  Made to measure blinds. 
  Replacement windows- fascias- gutters etc. 
  Eco log Cabins 
  Small Farm Buildings/ Stables etc. 
 

Phone: 
Philip Partridge:       07860 538688 
Jonathan Partridge: 07980 655312 
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BISHOPSWOOD CHAPEL BLOG 
A cynic once defined THIRD WORLD NEEDS as “one of those 
boring topics that continually threatens to spoil the peaceful 
enjoyment of our lives”. 
Thankfully, we don’t all think like that!  In these stormy days 

of rising fuel prices, “the credit crunch” and global, financial turmoil, 
in which some people are running around like headless chickens, 
fear and alarm etched on their faces, it is good to remind ourselves 
that, though we may all have to “tighten our belts”, we are certainly 
not starving or living in abject poverty! 
The following little anecdote may help us all to appreciate afresh the 
importance of giving to others, instead of nurturing a tight-fisted 
mentality. A father once wrote:- 
We had this swing-set, a real custom-made job – huge steel 
pipes and all. But our children would soon be beyond swing-
sets, so we decided to sell it. I went out into the garden and 
looked it over. “It should bring a good price,” I thought to 
myself. “In fact, if I touched up the paint, I could charge even 
more.” All of a sudden, I began to detect a covetousness within me, 
so I asked my wife, Carolyn, if she would mind if we gave the swing-
set away, rather than selling it. “No, not at all,” she replied. 
“Bother!” I thought to myself. But before the day was out, we’d 
found a couple with young children, who would make good use of it, 
so we gave it to them – and I didn’t even have to paint it! This sim-
ple act of giving destroyed the greed that had gripped my heart – at 
least for the time being! 

It’s not easy giving something away, especially when it 
means something to us. It actually requires trust that God 
will look after our needs in ways that we’ll never see until we 
give Him the opportunity. The Bible has a lot to say about 

giving, such as…. 
It is more blessed to give than to receive 
God loves a cheerful giver 
Give, and it will be given to you 
As a church, we encourage people just before Christmas to fill a 
shoe box with small gifts( suitable for a boy or girl of a particular 
age), wrap it up in Christmas paper and bring it along to the Chapel 

at 10.30 am on Sunday 16th November for our “SHOE 
BOX SUNDAY” (see pink pages). The following day, they 
are all despatched to children in third world countries, 
whose only Christmas present is often the gift-filled shoe 
box. It is a simple act of giving to others. If you would 



28 

like to know more and participate in “OPERATION CHRISTMAS 
CHILD”, then do phone us on 01460 234748. 
Our  “SAUSAGE SIZZLE EVENING” takes place in the Chapel on 
Tuesday 4th November between 5.30 pm and 7 pm. It is a family 
fun evening and open to all. Children, do bring your parents and 
your appetite! 

The following day, on Wednesday 5th November between 
10.30 am and 12 noon, the Chapel is open again for 
“COFFEE AND CHAT”. Everyone is welcome to drop in – 
to meet friends and make new ones. 
Finally, on Wednesday 19th November (now 

changed from the 12th!), “INSPIRE”, a monthly group for 
women, will meet at “BETHANY” (our home), BISHOPS-
WOOD at 10.30 am for coffee, followed by a short DVD 
and discussion, concluding with a bring-and-share lunch at 

around 12.30pm.  We are informal and relaxed – so ladies, 
do come along.  

“PLANNING PERMISSION NOT REQUIRED” 
FROM OCTOBER 2008 

PLANNING FOR SMALL EXTENSIONS (UP TO 2 STOREY)  
AND LOFT CONVERSIONS WILL NOT REQUIRE LOCAL AUTHORITY 

PLANNING PERMISSION FROM OCTOBER 2008 
RING FOR YOUR VERY COMPETITIVE FREE QUOTE 

KITCHENS – BEDROOMS – BATHROOMS 
OPEN UP YOUR POTENTIAL IN THIS VERY DIFFICULT MARKET 

PLACE BY ADDING AN EXTENSION 
 

 
 
 
 
 NOW IS THE TIME!  
FOR ALL YOUR BUILD-

ING NEEDS 
CHOOSE YOUR LOCAL BUILDING SPECIALISTS 

SW SERVICES LTD 
01823 601340   wpwellsburr@aol.com    CALL 07801 072263 
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RICHARD 
BROWN 

 

ELECTRICIAN 
 

Prompt Professional Service 
 

Sockets 
Lighting 
Rewiring 

Upgrading Fuse Boxes 
 

Part “P” Registered 
 

( 01823 680389 
Mobile: 07721089209 

 

The Blackdown Hills  
Gardening Club 

At the September meeting in the Churchinford Village Hall of the 
Blackdown Hills Gardening Club, Pam Tutcher welcomed our speaker 
from his Nynehead Nurseries, Mr. Ian Moss who gave a very inter-
esting talk on ‘Perennials for Late Season Interest”. This was the 
speaker’s third visit to the Club and he spoke with great understand-
ing on the variety and distribution of perennials and herbs to bring 
colour, texture and shape in our borders from August to October/
November.  
To illustrate how important is the choice of colour, he demonstrated 
on a colour-wheel how certain hues blend together better than oth-
ers. Daisies he informed us are one of the key groups of late sum-
mer flowering perennials with a wide palette of heights and colours 
and have the added advantage of being very robust. Rudbeckia, He-
lenium and Heliopsis were some of the varieties he recommended. 
Asters are another good autumn plant but unfortunately are prone 
to mildew as many a nurseryman and gardeners have found to their 
cost, however there are now mildew resistant varieties being devel-
oped.  
Mr. Moss went on to say that shapes fall broadly into vertical spires, 
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Buckland St. Mary Village Shop 
Viability of a New Community Village Shop. We are pleased to report 
that so many of you returned your questionnaires by 10th October. 
Thank you. As soon as a full analysis has been carried out, we will 
bring you more news of the outcome of this initiative. 

buttons and globes and plumes and umbels complemented by grass-
es and foliage. Vertical species include lobelias crocosmias and kni-
phofias also kaffir lilies but we were warned to watch out for rodents 
who like to attack the bulbs - that tattered lily that you might have 
blamed the ubiquitous slug for might not have been the culprit!!  
Plumes and umbels such as sedum and Achillea attract butterflies 
and bees and are therefore a welcome addition to any flower bed.  
When the flowers have faded and the petals fallen one can always 
fall back on foliage plants such as gunneras, lung wort and the pres-
ently popular heuchera providing colour and interest. Mr. Moss in-
formed us that some people even grow heucheras in hanging bas-
kets as they are usually very robust through winter.   
Our attention was then called to grasses (there are plenty to choose 
from) which give a lovely hazy screen effect and also give move-
ment in the garden. A bonus is that when the plumes have disap-
peared the drying stems stand up generally to hard weather and still 
look effective. Late Summer flowers for shade include the popular 
Japanese anemone and tricyrtis with its orchid-like flowers. 
Last but not least come the Winter flowering shrubs such as vibur-
num with its sweet smelling flowers. The Speaker told us that these 
winter flowering shrubs have to work harder to attract the insects 
thus they exude a stronger perfume. Pittosporum, euonymus and 
phormiums are other shrubs which can provide interest in the late 
Summer garden. 
After one or two questions the speaker was thanked by Elizabeth 
Hele and purchases were made of some of the plants Mr. Moss had 
brought with him for demonstration. 
The raffle ladies were Maureen Johnson and Cath Gollin and teas 
were served by Ruby Cook and Elizabeth Hele. 

Gill Dennis 
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CHURCHINFORD PRE-SCHOOL AND 
DAYCARE 

We are proud to offer: 
 

 
 

Caring and experienced staff 
Bright and inviting premises 
Happy, lively environment 

Large secure outside play area 
Flexible sessions 

We are open 9-3 daily during term time for 2 year olds and above 
For our prospectus, please telephone: 

Kate Burns on 07815 440757 or visit us at the rear of Churchinford 
Village Hall. 

www.churchinfordchildcare.co.uk 

Recipe of the Month 
First of all an apology to all of you who considered 
making last month’s recipe, the beetroot relish. I 
hope, that in reading it through, you would have re-
alised my mistake in missing out the amount of sug-
ar in the list of ingredients. This should have included 
8oz (225g) of granulated sugar. 

This month’s recipe is for a type of ginger cake. The good old York-
shire favourite Parkin is a rather filling, sticky ginger cake made with 
oatmeal and treacle. It is ideal fodder in the parky weather that No-
vember brings and is traditionally eaten on Bonfire Night. There are 
so many variations on the recipe, some dating back into the 19th 
century and possibly earlier. 
Parkin 
 6oz (175g) plain flour; 6oz (175g) medium oatmeal;       
 2 tsp ground ginger;      1 tsp ground cinnamon;      
 4oz (100g) margarine;      3oz (75g) soft brown sugar;      
 4oz 100g) black treacle;     6oz (175g) golden syrup;      
 1 egg;  1 tsp bicarbonate of soda;   ¼ pint (150ml) milk. 
1. Heat the oven to 150°C (300°F) mark 2. Lightly grease and 
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line an oblong tin about 28 × 18 × 4cm (11 × 7 × 1½ inches) 
and lightly grease the lining paper. 

2. Place all the dry ingredients in a mixing bowl. 
3. Slowly melt together the margarine, sugar, treacle and syrup 

in a small pan. 
4. Beat the egg and dissolve the bicarb in a little of the milk. 
5. Mix 3 and 4 into the dry ingredients, adding sufficient milk to 

give the consistency of batter. (On checking the recipe I found 
that I needed almost all of the milk.) 

6. Place in prepared tin, spreading well into the corners. 
7. Bake for about 1 hour or until firm to the touch and beginning 

to shrink from the sides of the tin. 
8. Allow to cool until quite cold, then, turn out and remove the 

lining paper. 
The cake now needs to be wrapped in greaseproof paper and stored 
for about a week so that it becomes nicely moist and sticky. Cut into 
pieces for serving. 

Penny 

View from the chair 
As I write I'm also furiously printing off information 
packs for our AGM tonight, so you never know you 
might have a new view from a new chair next month. 
I hope they let me stay on another year tho' as I feel 

I more or less know what I'm doing now, or at least who to ask for 
help. And actually I've come to enjoy it, being part of such an im-
portant resource for our rural families and working with such a posi-
tive, can-do team. I still feel I have jobs I must finish with the help 
of the committee: the new prospectus and poster, the computer ar-
ea, some ground works and maintenance and crucially organising a 
bank of supply staff. There are a fine number of wonderful people 
able to provide occasional cover for the assistants post, but we still 
only have one person able to cover an NVQ 3 position. If you have 
an NVQ 3 or higher in early years and are able to provide occasional 
cover [for decent pay!], please do contact us at the preschool. 
Right, I'd best get stapling..... 

Selina 
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Good home produce that  
won’t cost you the earth 

 
Come in, pay us a visit at our new Farm 

Deli at Kedget Barton Farm 
Churchstanton.  

 
From our serve over the counter you can find 

local and European cheeses and meats 
home made products including quiches, pasties 

sausage rolls, scotch eggs, steak pies, chicken pies 
curries, lasagne, chilli, cottage pie 

Salad counter, olives 
Puddings and cakes 

Fresh bread baked daily 
Homebred beef and local free range chickens and eggs 
Orders taken with free delivery within 10 mike radius  

 

See me at Churchinford Village Market every first Saturday in the 
month, Trull Market 3rd Saturday in the month  

or call me with your requirements. 
Also catering for special occasions. 

 
Telephone 01823 601099 or 07989 802042 

www.jacquirees.co.uk 

Farm Deli 
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OTTERFORD CHURCH  
SUMMER QUIZ RESULTS 

Of the 177 quizzes sold I was delighted that 47 were returned; the 
most common incorrect answers were (10) as stiff as an old horse 
and (46) as wide as a gate. There were six completely correct en-
tries and the winner was Joan (a friend of Rene Marker) who was 
picked at random by Fay at Churchinford Post Office. Thank you to 
everyone who participated and sold quizzes. The answers are as fol-
lows:  

 

Experienced 
Painter & Decorator 

Coving, tiling and  
handyman jobs around 

the home. 
 

John Martin 
07999 919698  

NOSE TO TAIL  
DOG GROOMING 

 
ALSO AVAILABLE HOUSE SITTING 

AND EQUINE SERVICES 
  

nosetotaildoggrooming.co.uk 
 

PLEASE CALL JO ON 
07900891159 OR E MAIL 
 jobright@hotmail.co.uk 

1 as daft as a brush  
2 as fit as a fiddle    
3 as wise as an owl    
4 as light as a feather    
5 as nice as pie  
6 as dry as a bone 
7 as different as chalk and cheese     
8 as red as a beetroot 
9 as straight as a die 
10 as stiff as an old horse 
11 as cool as a cucumber  
12 as white as a sheet 
13 as warm as toast 
14 as thick as thieves    
15 as miserable as sin 
16 as smooth as a baby’s bottom  
17 as clear as mud                         
18 as large as life                         
19 as drunk as a lord     
20 as weak as a kitten               
21 as clean as a new pin               
22 as dead as a dodo               
23 as sober as a judge               
24 as mad as a hatter               
25 as strong as an ox                

26 as far as the eye can see  
27 as alike as two peas in a pod  
28 as tough as old boots  
29 as bright as a button 
30 as quick as a flash   
31 as blind as a bat 
32 as poor as a church mouse   
33 as sick as a dog  
34 as cheap as chips  
35 as steady as a rock  
36 as tall as a house  
37 as flat as a pancake  
38 as cold as ice 
39 as old as the hills  
40 as bald as a coot  
41 as thin as a rake  
42 as slow as a snail  
43 as bold as brass  
44 as thick as two planks  
45 as deaf as a post  
46 as wide as a gate  
47 as good as new  
48 as quiet as a mouse  
49 as hard as nails  
50 as black as your hat 
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£177 was raised for Church Funds; thank you.  

Janet Grabham  
 

Mark Farmer 
for 

LOCAL PURPOSE-MADE 
HIGH QUALITY 

JOINERY 
 

…..Windows, doors 
 fitted wardrobes etc. 

 

Ullcombe Joinery 
Telephone: 01404 861421 

After 6.00p.m. 
 

when you can’t buy it  
“off the shelf” 

 

Listed properties a speciality 
 

ULLCOMBE JOINERY 

 
AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 

 
Based in the Blackdown Hills 

 
House and Farm Clearance 

 
Individual or Collective items 

Purchased 
 

Entries for our regular auctions 
welcomed 

 
Mac Davison or Richard Pitcher on 

01460 234793 or 07754 754629 
www.davisonpitcher.co.uk 

 

DAVISON PITCHER 
& ASSOCIATES LTD 

dp 

Churchinford Shop 
I am pleased to formally announce that Churchinford Stores will be 
continuing in its present form following the rather uncertain future 
that had been created by the reduction in Post Office hours and Mar-
tin and Fay's decision to take this opportunity to retire from the 
business. I believe this is great news for the parish as it was likely 
there might have been a period when the village would have been 
without a shop. I will be taking over as soon as Martin and Fay retire 
so that there will not be a break in services. The stores will be locat-
ed, as presently, in Martin and Fay's premises and I intend to carry 
on the shop in its present form. All the existing services will continue 
such as daily papers and magazines, milk, bread, confectionary, 
greetings cards, groceries and tobacco as well as additional items 
that will be included from my current Deli range of products.  
Martin and I are negotiating with Post Office Limited to try and 
maintain the presence of the Post Office in the shop, albeit for a re-
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duced number of hours. I am hoping that by the time I take over 
the Post Office will be located in the shop.  
I am looking forward to serving all Martin and Fay's existing custom-
ers and welcome any new customers. I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank Martin and Fay on behalf of all their customers, 
for serving the community and for all their hard work with fundrais-
ing for local causes over the last 20 years.  
I hope I can look forward to your support in the future so that we 
can ensure that there will always be a shop in Churchinford.  

Jacqui Rees 

W.H. BERRY & SON 
BROOKFIELD, COX’S HILL, CHURCHSTANTON, TAUNTON, TA3 7RL 

Telephone/Fax: Churchstanton (01823) 601386 
Independent Family Funeral Directors for three generations, 

Being established by James Berry in 1906. 
We offer a 24 hour personal and caring service. 

Visits to your home to make arrangements as always. 
The only Funeral Director based in the Blackdown Benefice. 

Buckland St Mary  
Pre-school & Toddler Group 

Just a quick up-date on the business side of things this month! First, 
thank you so much to everyone who came and supported our Quiz 
Night and Auction of promises. The hall was packed and it was a 
great evening. As usual I came home with a few useful new facts at 
my fingertips (forgotten by the next morning unfortunately!) We 
made a profit of  £700, which is fantastic. Thank you as well to our 
excellent quizmaster and auctioneer, Mac Davison. You will find de-
tails of our next fundraising event in the pink pages; it is the Christ-
mas Fair on 29th November. 
The Pre-school & Toddler Group is holding its AGM on 16th October, 
and this year all the officers will be standing down, so we, the staff, 
would like to take this opportunity to thank Helen, Louise and Alisha 
for all their hard work over the years in their posts of Chairman, 
Treasurer and Secretary respectively. We have, hopefully, people 
lined up to take over these roles, and will let you know who they are 
in the December issue of the CBO.  If you would like any more infor-
mation about the Pre-school or the Toddler Group, please see our 
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Wilton House 
TAUNTON 

Retirement Home for the Active Elderly 
 

Homely, sociable atmosphere 
Resident staff 

All rooms en-suite 
Telephone and TV points in each room 

Comfortable lounges, dining and TV room 

Adjacent to Vivary Park and close to town centre 
 

Wilton House, Upper High Street, Taunton TA1 3PX 
Telephone: 01823 254339 or 01823 275950 

advertisements elsewhere in the magazine, and don’t forget to come 
to the Christmas Fair!!!  

Melanie Tuffill 

Yarcombe & District  
Young Farmers Club 

The last month has been a hectic time on the farm 
with everyone trying to make best use of the infre-
quent windows of good weather to rescue their 
crops from the fields.  Life at Yarcombe YFC has 
been an equally mad dash! 

The new season of competitions has just begun and members have 
already been doing us proud and flying the flag.  Yarcombe entered 
two teams in the East Devon Group ‘Written Pub Quiz’ and managed 
a fantastic first and second place – and if that wasn’t enough, those 
two teams headed down to Zeal Monachorum for the Devon County 
round and managed to gain a First and Fourth place!  The winning 
team was; James Quick, Chris Hodges, Alex Stevens and John Plen-
ty. 
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CHARTERED SURVEYORS AND 
ESTATE AGENTS  

Specialising in country and equestrian properties 

If you are thinking of selling and are seeking 
 

Personal service – over 30 years’ experience 
Access to the best buyers worldwide 

with the help of our London office and the internet 
  

you should consult 

PETER RADICE FRICS 
at Churchstanton on 01823 602985 

Mobile: 07813 010151   Email: info@peterradice.co.uk 
website: www.peterradice.co.uk   London Office:  20 Berkeley Street, Berkeley Square  

Heather Parris managed to wow the judges at a recent ‘Call My Bluff’ 
competition and was named best female speaker, nice one Heather!  
And it doesn’t stop there, James Burrough and Sam Parris managed 
to get through to the National finals of the ‘After Dinner Speaking’ 
competition, fingers crossed for some more silverware! 
Friday 26th September saw our traditional end of year celebration, 
the Harvest Supper at Yarcombe Village Hall, which was attended by 
around 100 club members, past members and friends of the club.  
This was an opportunity for our outgoing Chairman Patrick Stevens 
to sum up the last year and for our Vice-Chairman (and now Chair-
man elect) Duncan Broom to introduce himself and outline his aspi-
rations for the coming year. The gathering was also entertained by 
our guest speaker, Dick Strawbridge of Scrapheap Challenge and It’s 
Not Easy Being Green who gave us an insight into how he had gone 
from a career in the Army to becoming a regular on TV before an 
inspirational presentation from Sam Parris about a recent trip to 
Tanzania where members helped to install a water system.  Other 
members who took part in the trip were also on hand to answer 
questions. 
Special thanks must go to Sarah Dyer and her team of volunteers 
(too many in number to mention here) who expertly ensured that 
the evening went smoothly and that no-one went hungry, well done 
Sarah! 
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GRAHAM’S  

GARDENING SERVICES 
 hedge cutting - mowing - strimming 

and general garden maintenance 
sheds and fences painted 

competitive rates 
call:  

01460 57531 evenings (after 8pm) 
or 

07941 196989/07904 178325 anytime. 

COMMON BIRD  
OBSERVATIONS 

The ringing of wild birds started in Britain in 1909, but 
it was not until 1937 that various private schemes 
came under the umbrella of the British Trust for Orni-

thology. Each ring put on a bird has an individual letter and number 
sequence and carries the return address of the British Museum, Lon-
don, who should be notified whenever a ringed bird is found. The 

Monday 29th September rounded off our YFC year with the AGM, a 
chance to reflect on the year, an opportunity to share lessons 
learned and election of new Officers. Yarcombe YFC is now very 
proud to have Duncan Broom as Chairman, Rosanne Dyer as Secre-
tary and Daniel Pidgeon as Treasurer with Alan Dyer continuing as 
Club Leader and numerous other posts also being filled.  Best of luck 
to all of you!            Alex Stevens, Press Secretary 
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DAVID GARROD 
 

QUALITY CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
 

Cupboards, Kitchen cabinets, 
Wardrobes, Shelving, Doors etc. 

 

Tel/Fax 01404 890135 
Dunkeswell, Honiton, EX14 4QH 

Churchstanton  
Parish Council 

There were six Councillors, seven parishioners, 
TDBC’s Parish Liaison Officer (Mr David Greig) and 
the Clerk in attendance for the October Meeting of 

your Parish Council. The most noticeable absentee was your Chair-
man, Farmer’s Boy Strange, but Cllr Berry manfully filled the gap. 
Cllr Strange was joined in absentia by County Councillor Henley and 

first full time paid Ringing Officer was appointed in 1954. 
Ringing has enabled us to know where birds go, how long they live 
for, and gives a good indication of population numbers. It has be-
come evident that, for example, a robin may live for 10 years, but 
most die within their first year. 
The scheme is now fully computerised with headquarters in Thet-
ford, Norfolk. All ringers undertake a long period of training. Most 
are keen amateurs, buying their own rings at an average cost of 20p 
per ring. A few professionals are financed by grants. 
Recovery data has shown that the commonest causes of death in 
small birds are cats (responsible for over 1 million per annum), traf-
fic, and obstacles such as glass windows. 
Ringers have proved that numbers of house sparrows, starlings, 
song thrushes and skylarks are in steep decline. However, woodpi-
geons, goldfinches and siskins are increasing. 
Perhaps the experts analyzing the data from ringers and information 
from many other sources will one day provide us with reasoned an-
swers. 

Richard Ward-Smith 
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Borough Councillor Thorne. The latter had a very good reason - but 
more about that later. 
Mr Greig was first up and he reported that TDBC is about to an-
nounce its first new Parish Council in approximately twenty-five 
years - at Cotford St Luke, a breakaway from Bishops Lydeard. Cllr 
Thorne had sent a report which commented on the “vandalised” 
shelter at Culmhead Cross Roads (see also Somerset County Ga-
zette and View from the Blackdowns!), the Blackdown Hills AONB 
Management Plan, gypsies and constitutional change at TDBC Coun-
cil Meetings. 
Community Time revolved wholly around the provision of a replace-
ment shop in the event of the closure of the existing shop and post 
office. At the time of the Council Meeting, a public meeting on this 
matter had been cancelled but 
Mr Milnes said that it was likely to be reinstated as a result of recent 
happenings on the retail front. No doubt, by the time you read this, 
things will have become clearer (or not!). Mr Milnes also commented 
on the difficulty being experienced in getting concrete information 
out of Post Office Ltd. The Clerk said that he tried to make headway 
via Postwatch but had been informed that “Postwatch has now 
closed”! This came as something of a shock and it will now be nec-
essary to find another source. 



42 

It was noted under Matters Arising that the committee campaigning 
against excessive noise in Smeatharpe has achieved “a bit of a re-
sult” in its dealings with East and Mid Devon District Councils. At the 
stadium, the Councils have permitted an extension of the “racing 
days allowed” from fourteen to seventeen but not to the twenty-four 
requested – and the situation is being strictly monitored locally! So 
far as the disused airfield is concerned, it is to be treated as “one 
planning unit” with one set of “general permitted development 
rights” with only fourteen days motor sport per year. But, simulta-
neously, EDDC Environmental Health Unit has instituted a “noise 
abatement notice” which effectively prohibits the racing of motor 
vehicles on the airfield’s concrete strips. Surprisingly enough, an ap-
peal has been lodged and the outcome is awaited. 
Attention was then drawn to the structure erected to the rear of 
Hunters Lodge Barn, to the fact that Cllr Berry and the Clerk had 
recently escorted two members of Somerset Highways’ staff around 
local highway hotspots and to the provision of a Driver Awareness 
Course in the Village Hall on Friday, 21 November 2008 from 6.00 
pm to 9.00 pm (with a refreshment break at 8.00 pm). It is appreci-
ated that you don’t need to have your awareness sharpened but I 
bet you know somebody who does!! Hopefully there will be a more 
extensive Notice elsewhere in this esteemed journal giving more de-
tails about this event. 

 

SARAH HAWKER 
BSc (Hons.) M.Ch.S.S.R.Ch 

 

REGISTERED PODIATRIST 
 

 Gait Analysis 
 Corrective Foot Care 
 Routine Chiropody 

 
Please ring to make an appointment. 
Available evenings and weekends. 

 
Telephone: Hemyock on 

01823 680713 
or 

Clinic Mobile: 07772 914541 
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Planning next – conversion work at Red Lane farm, not a problem; 
conversion work at Trickey Warren Cottages, not much of a prob-
lem; retention of a mobile home at Timberlands Farm, a bit more of 
a problem and conversion of barn near Village Hall, not a problem – 
and all dealt with by your Council in its own inimitable fashion. Con-
sent for work at Hilliers in Biscombe was noted. 
Correspondence mostly fell into the “noted” category with a little 
form filling to be attended to by the Clerk, and Finances looked good 
with £229.29 refunded by HM Revenue and Customs for VAT paid. 
An Application to set up a waste material recycling unit at 
Dunkeswell was raised under Any Other Business. Whilst this loca-
tion is, obviously, outside this Parish there is a very strong possibil-
ity that the vehicles transporting the material will pass through. The 
Application includes the processing of 24,900 tonnes of waste tyres 
per annum and it is anticipated that there could be fifty-six vehicle 
movements per day. And they won’t be small vehicles! Also under 
this Heading, the possibility of changing the day on which your 
Council meets was discussed. Now this is revolutionary stuff! After 
some discussion, it was agreed that the matter be left in abeyance. 
That is reactionary stuff! Where else could you see both ends of the 
political spectrum in such a short space of time?!? 
The Meeting closed at 8.57 pm and the next one will be held on 
Wednesday, 12 November 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall, 
Churchinford. Your attendance will be greatly appreciated. 

Brian Simpson 
Clerk to the Council 

NB1 The above are the Clerk’s personal notes on what he thinks 
took place at the Meeting – the official Minutes are available at the 
next Meeting (see above) 
NB2 The reason given by TDB Cllr Thorne for his absence from the 
Meeting (see above) was that his wife, Julia, gave birth to their sec-
ond son earlier in the day. But the happy event took place at five 
o’clock – he could have got to the Meeting by half past seven, could-
n’t he?!?   Many, many congratulations, John and Julia, from every-
one in Churchstanton 
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Friendly reliable service covering: 
 

 Buildings – Agricultural, Equestrian, Stable 
Blocks, Garden Sheds etc.  

 Fencing – Residential and Agricultural 
 Landscaping – Garden walling, Patios, 
      Decking etc. 
 Hedge Laying, Scrub Clearance, Drainage 
 Lakes, Ponds and Water features 
 

   A wide range of  
   household maintenance 
 

For free estimates contact: 
Russ:  07815 059823 
Billy:  07971 582320 
Tel / Fax: 01823 602711 
Email:  everreadyltd@tiscali.co.uk  

No job is too big or small 

Inside or Out! 
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Applications For Planning 

Scale Drawings 
 

Personal and Professional                  
Service 

 

Call Katy on: 01823 601359 

 
 

e-mail:  
kjpartridge@btinternet.com 

Oddjobs 
General Household/ Building Repairs 

Plumbing – Heating – Electrical Repairs 
Eg Dripping Taps, Radiator Repairs/Replacement 

Defective Sockets, Power Shower Repairs/
Renewals 

 

Outside Maintenance, Gardening/Fencing. 
Many other tasks undertaken 

No Job Too Small 
Call Edward: Action Line 01460 234339 

No VAT charged on Labour Costs 
Public Liability Cover 
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Bishopswood Ladies 
In the absence of Cindy Beaumont the ladies were wel-
comed by Rosemary Viant. Members were informed of a 
visit next May to the Avon and Somerset Police Force 
Service Centre at Portishead. This should be an inter-

esting visit and a booking for 40 as been secured. It is proposed to 
take a coach and husbands and friends are welcome. 
Leaflets were available for those wishing to participate in the Samar-
itan’s Purse Christmas Shoe Box Appeal. Monies were collected for 
the December visit to Spillers of Chard, and ideas for a venue for 
the March dinner were requested. Knitting, spinning and weaving 
classes are available at Coldharbour Mill. 
Members have been busy with the regular activities. Seven ladies 
enjoyed a six mile walk from Dowlish Wake. The day was fine and 
sunny and, en route, they were able to visit four churches which 
they found to be open. The skittlers have played and won a game at 
The Kings Arms at Stockland against the local W.I.team. They were 
intrigued that the game there was played with 10 pins set in a trian-
gle formation with the point towards the players. Two further games 
have been arranged on Monday, October 13th at The Holman Clavel 
against Smeatharpe, and on Monday, November 3rd away at Ilton. 
The Bishopswood Belles have a booking at The Cameo Club in He-
myock on Thursday, October 9th and will then begin to practice their 
repertoire of Christmas Carols. 
The speaker was Mr Tinney from the other side of Wedmore talking 
of his “Childhood Reflections”. After introducing himself as a retired 
farmer, after 50 years with a dairy farm on the edge of the Somer-
set Levels, he gave a very humorous account of his early years and 
upbringing, often recounting conversations with relatives in a de-
lightfully rich Somerset dialect. He was the youngest child after two 
daughters and, with a birth weight of 11lbs. 1oz, his mother said, 
“never again”. Many of his tales were about his father who, he said, 
did his best to become an alcoholic but didn’t quite succeed. It was 
a very entertaining talk which gave much laughter. 
Delicious refreshments were provided by Daryl Troy-Brown, Sandie 
Potts and Avril Brissenden. 
At the next meeting on Thursday, October 2nd Jean Field will be 
talking about “Alpacas”. 

Penny Gale 
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AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 
 

8th November 2008      Smeatharpe Banger Racing Circuit 
Modern & Vintage Tractors, Vehicle parts and Machinery  

& Other Collectables 
 

13th November 2008    Buckland St Mary Village Hall 
Antique, house clearance and collectables  

 
Mac Davison or Richard Pitcher on 

01460 234793 or 07754 754629 
www.davisonpitcher.co.uk 

DAVISON PITCHER 
& ASSOCIATES LTD 

dp 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Quality Bespoke Joinery 

 
From bookcase to staircase 

 
For Free Estimates Contact 

 
Richard Bradbeer 
07969229909 

Unit 36a Fox Moor Nurseries Haywards Lane 
Wellington Somerset TA21 9PH 
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Stephen D Sparks         Steven P Dodge 
Specialising in Extensions and 
Renovations 
Carpentry and Joinery 
Alterations and Conversions 
Roofing and Loft Conversions 
Replacement Windows and 
Conservatories 

     Free Estimates  
      All work guaranteed   

30yrs experience 
Middle Willand Farm 
Churchstanton 
TAUNTON 
Somerset TA3 7RL 
Tel: 01823 601219 
Mobile: 07778 743698/ 
              07786217911 

 

“Simply Massage” 
with  

Trudi Farmer I.T.E.C. 
Aromatherapist 

 
Stiff neck? 
Aching shoulders? 
Headaches? 
Back pain? 
Anxiety and stress? 

 

Massage relieves tired,    
aching muscles,  releases 

tension and gives a profound 
sense of well-being. 

 

TEL: 01404 861421 
for an appointment   

SMEATHARPE W.I. 
The October meeting was a combination of a monthly 
meeting, the A.G.M., and a belated birthday celebration 
for a committee member. 
The President, Pam Parry began the normal monthly 
meeting by welcoming everyone, and after the minutes of 
the previous meeting were read by the Assistant Secre-

tary, Jenny Grabham, the Treasurer, Pernelle Rowe, gave the finan-
cial update and asked the membership to approve an increase in the 
amount charged to visitors from £1 per meeting to £2. Gloria Dobin-
son, the Acting Secretary, read the correspondence. 
Arrangements were finalized for ‘The Big Breakfast’ and the Group 
Meeting, both of which will take place in Churchinford Village Hall in 
the next few days. All those who wished to attend the Christmas 
dinner at Fishponds on 4 December were asked to choose from the 
menu, and were reminded that payment would be needed by the 
November meeting. 
Ann Salmon, the co-ordinator for the Shoe Box Appeal, spoke about 
the importance of the charity and asked for specific items that could 
be included in the boxes, very many of which had already been 
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beautifully covered by Gloria Dobinson. 
The selection of the committee by the members was organized by 
Anne Nicholls, the Assistant Treasurer, following the annual reports 
from the Acting Secretary, the Treasurer and the President. 
The competition was won by Anne Nicholls with her representation 
of a royal corgi and Elsie Bird had the best flower of the month. 
After the announcement that Gill Dennis had been selected as the 
new President, Jenny Grabham invited everyone to partake of the 
refreshments she had brought, including her 60 Birthday cake made 
by Anne Nicholls and she thanked all who had sent her cards both 
for her birthday and her bereavement. 
Mr. V. Macey will be talking about his role as a Magistrate at the 
next meeting on 6 November at Smeatharpe Village Hall at 7.30pm.  
All will be welcome to attend. 

          Flying Chefs             Heavenly Food  Flying Chefs 
 

Let us do the hard work for you 
 

             corporate events       weddings 
             christenings       funeral teas 
            dinner parties       celebrations 
 

    any occasion catered for 
 

Quality catering at affordable prices 
 

Telephone:01823 331968 or Email: janecollard@tiscali.co.uk 

25 Years Ago 
BUCKLAND V.A.PRIMARY SCHOOL If anyone noticed 
a fleet of Police Vehicles at The School in October it 
was NOT the result of an outburst of crime! Even 
so, I understand that one teacher was handcuffed 
to the fireplace, one was "disposed of" and had to 

be described - accurately - and rumour has it that certain finger 
prints were taken. A Police dog had to be called in to find certain ob-
jects in the playground; the special cars had to be examined in de-
tail, including all the flashing lights, sirens and equipment, and “road 
safety” signs were scattered all over the place. This was all connect-
ed with Community Police work, and proved a great success.  Vari-
ous Police officers were at school all day, one way or the other, - 5 
Police MEN, two Police WOMEN, and one Police DOG. The three Class 
age groups all had their turn - and to crown it all there was even a 
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video show at lunch time, after all the visitors had shared the School 
lunch.   What a day! 
BIRCHWOOD CHURCH The repairs have now been completed, and 
during this last week the little Vestry has been completely trans-
formed! I never realised it was so big. The gutters are now re-
splendent (and clean), quite a bit of re-pointing has been done, and 
inside the window boxes painted black, showing up so well against 
the new white emulsion. Sadly, during the violent storms of 15th 
October, a young oak tree growing out of the surrounding wall was 
blown down, causing rather peculiar damage, but thanks mostly to 
Mike Fortune all the mess has been cleared up, and our volunteer 
gang feel that this job can wait for the Spring - especially as one of 
them is off to Australia for a couple of months! We have EVENSONG 
at Birchwood at 3.00 p.m. on SUNDAY NOVEMBER 28th - do come. 
BUCKLAND ST. MARY W.I. Mrs Beauchamp welcomed two visitors 
from Surrey WI's to the October meeting. Miss Taylor gave an ac-
count of the Group Meeting at Bishopswood which featured a talk on 
bell ringing.Hand bell ringers provided the accompaniment to 
"Jerusalem" and the National Anthem. An amusing sketch was per-
formed by Bishopswood members. 
Mrs. K. Wyatt had “delegated” her duties as speaker to Mr. J. Tem-
perton - a greater expert, as she said, on the subject of Computers. 
Mr. Temperton made his subject amusing as well as informative with 
the aid of a very polite computer which thanked us for inviting it.   
We were brought to appreciate the immense part these machines 
already play in our lives, and how they will dominate the future for 
good or ill. Mrs. Y. Pym thanked the Speaker, referring to the useful-
ness of computers on the farm, and in education. As we enjoyed tea 
served by Mrs. Spiller we little thought that she was soon to be tak-
en seriously ill. Everyone will be glad to know that she is making 
progress at Musgrove and hope for a steady recovery for her. Miss 
Taylor won the competition by making a total of 223 words from the 
letters of “Women's Institute”! Raffle prize won by Mrs. Foster. 

WANTED—Could you spare two hours, occasionally, to clean Buck-
land Church? The present rota entails each ‘pair’ of cleaners taking 
3 shifts a year. More volunteers are needed – who said; “one volun-
teer is worth two pressed men”? To know more, or to offer help, 
please telephone Caroline Drew on 01460-234300. 
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      RUTH & NICK STRANGE 

Telephone: 01823 601565 
Email: beechhayes@aol.com 

HOME OF THE BLACKDOWN BANGER. 
GLOUCESTER OLD SPOT PORK. 

NATIVE BREED GRASS FED BEEF. 
HOME BRED, GRASS FED LAMB & MUTTON. 

FREE RANGE HEN, DUCK & GOOSE EGGS. 
CHRISTMAS POULTRY IN SEASON. 

See us in Churchinford Village Market on the first Saturday 
in every month & Churchinford ‘Square’ on all other 

Saturday mornings. 
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RAINFALL REPORT September 2008 
Buckland St Mary reporting Station 

As you will see from the table below, this September 
was the third wettest since 1999. We had a bad start to 
the month, where nearly all the rain fell, but then from 
the 11th we were into an “Indian Summer”. Okay, not 
glorious blue skies all the time, but at least the ground 

dried out and let everyone get on with gathering in their harvests – 
hopefully not too damaged from the previous wet months. 
Total rainfall for September was 100.1 mm (3.94 ins.) The wettest 
day was the 4th with 29.8 mm (1.17 ins.; 29.77% of the total), fol-
lowed by the 5th with 21.7 mm (0.85 ins.; 21.68%), followed by the 
1st with 15.0 mm (0.59 ins.; 14.99%). There was some recordable 
‘moisture’ on the 12th, 16th and 22nd, but not enough to register 
on the graph. 

1999: 206.3 mm (8.12 ins.) 
2000: 131.9 mm (5.19 ins.) 
2001: 39.0 mm (1.54 ins.) 

2002: 38.9 mm (1.53 ins.) 
2003: 14.4 mm (0.57 ins.) 
2004: 48.7 mm (1.92 ins.) 

2005: 44.3 mm (1.74 ins.) 
2006: 80.3 mm (3.16 ins.) 
2007: 46.35 mm (1.82 ins.) 

 

     TEL: 01460 62140 (EVENINGS) OR MOBILE: 07887 572908  

    W INDOW S AND DOORS MADE & FITTED 
KITCHENS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
TIMBER & LAMINATE FLOORS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
W ARDROBES BUILT & FITTED 
ALTERATIONS/REPAIRS “NO JOB TOO SMALL” 
LISTED BUILDING JOINERY W ORK 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY by LANCE WALLIS  

 
FREE ESTIMATES  

&  
ADVICE 
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Blackdown 
Property maintenance 

 

Repairs to houses/sheds/guttering 
Patio laying/drain clearing 
Basic plumbing and electrics 

small building works 
Tiled and laminate flooring 

Stables (partitioning & maintenance) 
Field Shelters & poultry houses built 

Land/garden maintenance  
including fence repairs 

Also 
Plans etc. drawn up for 

consent/approval 
 

Ring/fax: David Lowe 
01823 601048 / 07855346843 

1st Buckland St Mary  
Brownies & Guides 

WHERE HAVE ALL THE CHILDREN GONE? 
We have just had a successful campaign, recruiting 

adults to Ilminster - but what about our rural district? 
We are very much in need of Girls aged between 7 – 14 years of age 
for Brownies and Guides. 
Guides are reaching a critical point now as to whether they carry on 
next year or not. This District has already lost the Scouts. Are we to 
follow suit? 
There is not one Brownie or Guide from Buckland St Mary. Most of 
the Brownies are coming from afar as Membury and Dalwood.  

If we don’t use it, we lose it! Simple as that! 
There’s fun to be had and holidays away camping and in village 
halls. There’s lots of activities and teamwork building without all the 
drudge of exams to pass. No peer pressure whatsoever, girl lead 
and they have a voice too.  
Give Elaine a call for Brownies & Guides on 01460 221797 to join 
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fun days out and lots of “Go for it” challenges…. 

We would love to hear from you.  Just give us a try - no 
strings….. 

County Councillor at Large 
I have been speaking to Simon Mills the head of Churchstanton 
school about the school’s plans for a new room which can be used as 
an after school club and also for community use (such as internet 
cafe). I am really pleased to support these plans and I have made a 
bid to award three thousand pounds to the project from my ward 
local initiatives budget. On this subject I will be presenting a cheque 
for three thousand pounds to Richard Badman and the group setting 
up a community shop this month. 
I have had a invite from the Otterford Lakes to have a look at their 
work and I am really looking forward to going for a walk there and 
finding out more about the project. 
Wearing my Taunton Deane hat I have just signed a decision to in-

 
 

HEATHFIELD 
GARDEN 

CONTRACTORS 
 

General & Heavy Garden 
Work 

Garden Clearance & all 
Groundworks 

Garden Landscaping, 
Rockeries, Pools, Lawns,  
Patios, Drives & Pathways 

 

Post & Rail & Stock Fencing 
 

Mini Digger Hire 
 

JR HAWKER 
Tel.: 01823 680713 (Home) 

07989 549021 (Mobile) 

Free Quotations 

FLEXI-STORE 
 

Secure Containers &  
Free Standing Storage 
Household-Business-

Leisure 
 

01460 234309 
Situated at 

Buckland St. Mary 
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vest in a better bus service for the Blackdown Hills on routes into 
Taunton. The new service is called The Response Bus Service and I 
will let you have more details next month. 
As I said in a previous edition I am launching proposals for free 
swimming in Taunton Deane for all over 60 s and all under 16 from 
next April. I hope that these plans are approved by the Council as I 
feel that it will really help the healthy living agenda. 
I launched a scheme on the 6 October for free energy-saving light 
bulbs to be issued to any person over 60 living Taunton Deane and 
4 of these bulbs can be collected from the Wellington Community 
Office and Deane House in Taunton. 
I have just heard that following my campaign to save Stapley phone 
box that BT have accepted my objection to the removal of the box 
and will not appeal. Therefore Stapley phone box will remain in use. 
This is great news. It’s a public service and as it’s a classic red box 
its also part of our rural heritage. 
Finally I am to meet members of the Churchinford Village Hall Com-
mittee to see how I can get them County Council funding to improve 
the heating at the village hall. 

Best wishes to everyone 

Ross Henley 

Churchinford  
Pre-School and Daycare 

What a busy time we have had the last few weeks. 
We have celebrated Navratri Day, Rosh Hashana, Eid 

and Succot. Its been especially good trying out all the recipes to cel-
ebrate the festivals as most of them involve apples, honey and 
chocolate… yum, yum! Now we're looking forward to Thanksgiving 
day. 
We are still managing to enjoy the village, with walks in the after-
noon and trips to the park, always a favourite with the children. 
As always we are already into fundraising, so look out for raffle tick-
ets for our Christmas hamper, it really is worth a go as we make 
sure it's extra scrumptious. 
Were you wondering what we did with the spaghetti hoops? Well we 
had the greatest fun and made the biggest mess using our sense of 
touch, squishing and sometimes eating it! Come in and see the pho-
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tographic evidence or better still join in next time [rice pudding]. 
We welcome Harri to Churchinford Preschool, another friend for our 
ever-growing group. 

Buckland St Mary Bulb Planting 
Buckland St Mary have been given by the district council, 1000 daf-
fodil bulbs and 1000 crocus bulbs to plant in the village at pre-
arranged sites. 
Two field officers from the district council will be planting these 
bulbs and NEED YOUR HELP. 
If you are able to spare some time please come along and join in 
the fun of planting and digging. 
WHEN   4th November 2008 
AT  11:30am 
MEET in the village by the church gate 
We look forward to seeing you and enjoying the fruits of our labour 
in the Spring. 
Please contact the Parish Clerk if you are able to attend or for more 
information. David Mears Tel No. 0752 3012558. 
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YORK INN CHURCHINFORD 
 
 
 Open   Lunch              12 -  2 
  Dinner           6:30 – 9 
 

WINTER SPECIALS 
 

Served Monday – Thursday 
 

2 X Rump Steaks (Local Beef) 
+ 

2 X Sweets       £23-50 
 
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

Any Main Course (Excl Steaks) 
+ 

Sweet   £10-00 
 

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

Sunday Roast 
 

Choice of Joints (Local Meat) 
 

Local Seasonal Vegetables 
 

Roast £7-95 
 

Roast & Sweet £10-00 
 

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

Children Welcome 
 

Log Fire 
 

Take-away menu now available 
 

Rated 5 Stars for Food Hygiene 
 

FOR BOOKINGS CALL MIKE OR JANE 
ON 01823 601333 
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Otterford Church 100 Club 
September Winners  

Derek Tucker  95 £20 

Hazel Tucker    70 £15 

Elaine Wrighton  10 £10 

Helen Molton  42 £5 

 

A.C. POTTER 
 

GENERAL 
BUILDING 

 

HOUSEHOLD 
MAINTENANCE 

 
Telephone: 01823 601405 

 
Mobile: 07970 840173 

 

S  
B  C  

A Home From Home 
Luxury heated apartments 
Quiet & Picturesque Rural Setting 
Proprietors Resident 
Inspection Welcome 
Long or Short Term 
Convenient forA303 Road Links 
NO DOGS BOARDED 
Open 9am – 12.30pm – other times by 

appointment 
Proprietor: Angela Pitcher 

Batstone Farm 
Sticklepath 

Combe St. Nicholas 
Somerset TA20 3HL 

Tel: 01460 234574 or 07932 394368 
 

This project is supported under the England Rural Development 
Program by the Department of Environment, Food & Rural Affairs & 
the European Agricultural Guidance & Guarantee Fund. 
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Buckland St. Mary Church 100+ Club  

Winners for the Month of September 
  Amount  Number  Name of Winner 
   1st Prize - £20.00    Sandie Potts 
   2nd Prize - £15.00    Alan & Pamela Hull 
   3rd Prize - £10.00    Ken Wyatt 
   4th Prize - £5.00    Margaret Bollen 
Drawn by Bernard Gready at Roses Farm in the last week of the Month.   

Village of the Year 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

County Councillor, Paul Buchanan, and District Councillor, Roz Rodri-
go, wish the Chairman of Buckland Parish Council, Jo Salter, Hilary 
Cumming and Gill Horner, organisers of the Buckland entry, togeth-
er with their guests, a happy evening as they leave Buckland to at-
tend the Overall Winners Presentation at Glastonbury, on 25th Sep-
tember 2008.      Photograph © Chris Watkis. 

October Community Coffee Morning 
Thank you to all who attended the 3rd Community Coffee Morning on 
Saturday 11th October – this time held in aid of The Mark Davies In-
jured Riders Fund. The Charity will benefit from donations totaling 
£107.86p. Don’t forget the next Community Coffee Morning to be 
held at Buckland Church on 8th November. 
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PLEASE MENTION CBO NEWS WHEN CONTACTING 
ADVERTISERS -THANK YOU. 

INDEX OF REGULAR COMMERCIAL ADVERTISERS 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE   COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE 

     

Accountant 2  Garden Design & Maintenance 16 

Aerial Erector 2  Garden Machinery Service & Repair 23 
Age Concern 12  Garden Machinery Sales & Service 5 
Arboriculture/Estate Management 51  Garden Maintenance 19 
Aromatherapy  20  Gardening Services 54 
Auctioneer & Valuer 35, 47  Handyman 6, 45 
Bed & Breakfast - Stapley 59  Household Helper 11 
Builder - General 28, 58  Joinery 35, 47 
Builder - Rural, listed, Eco 14  Kitchens, Bathrooms and Accessories 21 
Builders & Carpenters 48  Land Management 17 
Building & Construction 24, 44  Livery Stables 15 
Carpentry/Joinery 2, 40, 52  Logs for Sale 20 
Carpenter/Kitchen fitter 9  Massage 48 
Catering 33, 49  Mini Digger Hire 8 
Cattery 58  Odd Jobs 45 
Chartered Surveyor 38  Painter & Decorator 34 
Chiropodist/Podiatrist 7  Photographer 9 
Computer Repairs & Services 14, 45  Planning Apps. Draughtswoman 45 
Conservatory Installation 26  Plumbing Services 17 
Dog Grooming 34  Podiatrist 42 
Driving School 26, 29  Pre-School - Buckland St. Mary 18 
Electrical Services 17  Pre-School & Day Care Churchinford 31 
Electrician 29  Property Maintenance 53 
Estate Agents 38  Retirement Home 37 
Farm Meats 51  Rubbish Collection 41 
Fencing 19  Self Catering Accommodation 3 
Forestry Services 1  Sewing Machine Service 6 
Funeral Directors 36  Steam Cleaning (Domestic) 56 
Furniture Maker & Joinery 11  Storage-Secure containers 54 
Furniture Making Classes 24  Toddler Group BSM 25 
Furniture Designer & Manufacture 13  Tree Surgeon 15, 24 
Furniture Manufacturer 19  Veterinary Surgeon 22 
Garden Contractor 39    
     
     



For routine or non urgent matters you may contact 
 
 
 

Churchstanton & Otterford Community Beat Officer: PC MARIA JENNINGS 
PC Maria Jennings’ email: ssntauntonrural@avonandsomersetpolice.uk  

 

Buckland St. Mary Community Beat Officer: PC MARK EDGINGTON 
PC Mark Edgington’s email– mark.edgington@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 

 

Sgt Andy Lloyd - andy.lloyd@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk  

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES: 
FIRE, POLICE, AMBULANCE:  999. 

 

IF YOU SEE A CRIME BEING COMMITTED OR WISH TO    
REPORT A CRIME WHICH HAS BEEN COMMITTED &/OR 
YOU NEED A CRIME  NUMBER TO SATISFY AN INSUR-

ANCE CLAIM, TELEPHONE 
CRIME REPORTING: 0845 456 7000 

THE BLACKDOWN PRACTICE 
Opening Times. 

 

   Hemyock           Churchinford  Dunkeswell   

Monday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  3.00 -   6.00 
 

Tuesday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  4.00 -   6.00 
 

Wednesday:  8.30 - 1.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
   2.00 - 6.00     3.30 -   6.00 
 

Thursday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

Friday:   8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

NB  Hemyock surgery - EMERGENCIES ONLY Saturdays 9.00 - 11.00am. 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

HEMYOCK:    Appointments & enquiries  01823 680206 
    Dispensary     01823 680007 
    Fax. (Repeat prescriptions)  01823 680680 

CHURCHINFORD:  Appointments & enquiries  01823 681700 

DUNKESWELL:  Appointments & Dispensary  01823 681720 
 

BLACKDOWN SUPPORT GROUP: Barbara Starkiss  01823 681036 
 

HOSPITALS:   MUSGROVE PARK   01823 333444 
    CHARD & DISTRICT   01460 63175 
    HONITON & DISTRICT  01404 42362 
    ST. MARGARET’S HOSPICE 01823 259394 



Useful Phone Numbers 
 

Please contact us if you have any phone number changes or  
additions  you would like us to consider making to this list.  Thank you. 

 

Churchstanton 
Taunton Deane Borough Councillor – John Thorne    01823 663146 
            email. Cllr.j.thorne@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
               Blogsite  www.johnthorne.blogspot.com 
Chair of the Parish Council - Nick Strange     01823 601565 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Brian Simpson     01823 601694 
Village Hall bookings - Sylvia Pike      01823 601236 
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris    01823 421395 
Churchstanton Primary School - Head Teacher: Simon Mills   01823 601354 
Neighbourhood Watch - Richard Badman     01823 601264 
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper      01823 601347 
 

Buckland St Mary: www.buckland-st-mary.co.uk 
South Somerset District Councillor – Ros Roderigo    01460 62081 
           email ros.roderigo@southsomerset.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Josephine Salter     01460 234703 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Gill Horner     01460 234256 
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board      01460 234200 
Neighbourhood Watch - Jean & Chris Watkis     01460 234226 
Buckland St Mary Primary School:  Head Teacher - Simon Billington  01460 234251 
Tower Captain - Keith Every       01460 234620 
Churchwarden - Ian Cumming       01460 234460 
 

Otterford 
TD Borough Councillor John Thorne. See entry in Churchstanton section above. 
Chair of the Parish Council - Rosemary Viant        01460 234734 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Barbara Simpson     01823 601694 
(Please leave a message if Barbara’s answerphone is on during the day) 
Village Hall bookings - Cindy Beaumont      01460 234351  
Neighbourhood Watch - Peter Naylor      01823 601106 
Churchwarden - David Ruthven      01823 601455 
 

General 
CBO Community Bus Booking - Mike Weir     01823 601333 
Somerset County Councillor - Ross Henley     01823 665988 
Bishopswood Chapel - Pastor Brian Chaplain     01460 234748 
Rector - Revd. Sue Green   email: suegreen@summit.me.uk 01823 421232 
Assistant Priest: Revd. Doris Goddard      01823 601594 
Blackdown Hills AONB - Corinne Matthews     01823 680682 
TDBC Health Response Unit       01823 356337 
Wessex Water         0845 600 4 600 
Bristol Water         0800 373501 
 

NB: For Blackdown Medical Practice information (including the Support Group),    
hospital, Police emergency telephone number and Community Beat Officer’s contact 
details for routine or non urgent matters please see overleaf. 


