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Private Coach Hire
Hire one of our luxury coaches to take
your club or group on a day out or to a
sporting fixture. We offer air conditioned
coaches with at-seat USB charging. Our
professional drivers look forward to
taking you to your destination.

M.O.T. Service
Book a Class 4, Class 5 or Class 7 M.O.T.
at our purpose-built workshops. We can
accommodate large camper vans too.
Our experienced mechanics offer their
wealth of knowledge to ensure your
vehicle is safe & legal to drive.

Day Trips from Hatch Green Coaches

COACHES

Explore the west country on one of our day trips. From coastal towns to historic cities,
we offer a range of destinations for you to enjoy. Local pick-up points make it even
easier for you to enjoy a day out. View our website for the latest destinations and dates.

PLEASE CONTACT US TO BOOK TODAY

www.hatchgreencoaches.co.uk
Call us today: 01823 480 338 | Email: info@hatchgreencoaches.co.uk
Hatch Green Coaches | Hatch Green Garage, Taunton, Somerset, TA3 6TN
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Editorial
Dear Readers,
Now it is the third month when CBO News will not come through your
letterbox or be picked up from the shop.
CBO News will be online only until further notice at https://www.cbonews.
org.uk. (Also, it is now in full colour!) We do not want to risk the lives of
our distributors, our readers or the staff and volunteers of the Churchinford
Community Shop.
However, until the end of the lockdown, CBO News will be free. Your
subscriptions will start again when we can resume printed publication.
We realise, of course, that many of our subscribers are not online, so please,
if you can, print off any relevant articles and pass on to them.
This edition is full of information about Covid-19 for each of the three
parishes as well as many other items of interest from Parish Councils and
others.
Please, if you can read this online and know someone who cannot do so,
please could you print out any items which you feel they may want to read.
We are doing our best to keep people informed of what is going on in the
the three parishes but all assistance will be gratefully received.
We do not know what the rest of the year will bring but for now we would
simply simply ask that you observe the government’s directions about travel,
isolation and self-distancing and, most importantly, ‘Keep Safe’.
Until next month,

Jon, Josh & Dave

While the editor welcomes material for publication in the CBO News, it is not guaranteed that any item will be
included or will appear in a particular edition. The right to edit or shorten any items which are used is reserved.
Publication is in good faith and does not imply accuracy3of content or agreement with views expressed.

Volunteers
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Keeping connected!
As we continue to move through the Covid-19 pandemic, we are
looking at new ways to keep people informed of what is happening
and also to offer support in any way in which we can.
On our website CBO News you will find the latest edition and also
more Covd-19 information. You can also join us on Facebook at
CBO News
The Blackdown Benefice website contains details of online services
etc. There is also a new Benefice Facebook group.
The Blackdown Support Group is also on Facebook
On WhatsApp there is a Bishopswood / Otterford group.
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BLACKDOWN SUPPORT GROUP
UPDATE FROM THE CO-ORDINATOR, Elizabeth McNabb
Shopping and errands
Many people have needed to utilise the food delivery services of their local
volunteers and their local businesses, who have been an integral part of supporting
the community at this time. Support with shopping or errands is an ongoing
service, please contact us or your local volunteer if you need anything collected
either locally or from the supermarkets.
Prescriptions
The speedy and substantial volunteer response from the community meant
that we could offer co-ordinated volunteer support to the Blackdown Practice,
to enable them to move very quickly to 100% prescription delivery across the
entire Practice catchment area. This has been enormously helpful in reducing
unnecessary journeys for patients and reducing footfall and risk of infection at
the Practice sites. From June 15th the prescription delivery service has started to
be scaled back as the dispensaries re-open for collection. Delivery will still be
available for those who are in the “shielded” extremely vulnerable category and
for anyone who would struggle to collect their own medication. Dispensary staff
will be calling when prescriptions are ready to ask whether you need delivery or
prefer to collect.
A Friendly Call
Blackdown Support Group Befriending Volunteers and staff are carrying out
regular phone calls to people they would ordinarily visit face to face. We also have
Volunteers with specialist skills in certain areas such as mental health, dementia,
bereavement and form filling who are able to offer telephone support – please get
in touch if you or someone you know might benefit from this.
Transport
We are now beginning to re-start our medical transport service, to enable people
who do not drive to get to important or critical medical appointments, which
may have been postponed during the crisis. At present we are able to offer
transport to medical appointments only, to people who are not in the “shielded/
extremely vulnerable” category and who are able to complete their journey
physically unaided. If you would like to make a booking for transport to a
medical appointment or if you are in the shielded category or unable to make
a journey unaided and need advice on your transport options, you can call us
on the usual number – 01823 681 036 - Monday to Friday between 9 and 11am
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Volunteer Opportunities
As the frequency of medical appointments begins to increase, we are seeking new
Volunteer Drivers to join the BSG at a time when many of our regular drivers are
unable to help. This role involves using your own car to collect and take patients to
the relevant destination and return them home afterwards. PPE and full guidance
on how to do so safely will be provided and an enhanced DBS check is required.
This work usually takes place Monday to Friday during the day, but it can be
flexible and fit around other commitments you may have.
If you would like to offer your services as a Volunteer Driver or as a Telephone
Befriender, or if you would like to have a conversation with us to find out more,
please email Elizabeth McNabb bsg.elizabeth@nhs.net or call us on 01823 681
036
Other useful information:
Eating Well
It is really important for your mental as well as physical health to eat well and
stay hydrated. BSG has lots of nutritional advice available from NHS Dieticians.
Information includes how to eat well with a respiratory disorder or respiratory
symptoms, drinking enough fluid, making the most of your food and ensuring
you are meeting your nutritional needs when you can’t go out. Please call the BSG
Office on 01823 681 036 for more information.
Exercise or spend time in nature
Spending time in nature, even for short periods, is proven to be good for our
physical and mental well-being. The Blackdown Hills AONB has some great
information on their website about the beautiful area we live in and how to enjoy it
safely: https://blackdownhillsaonb.org.uk/getting-through-the-challenges-ahead/
Even if you are still staying at home, keep an eye on the weather forecast and make
an effort to spend some time outside when you can, turn the news off, sit outside
in the fresh air, get a bird feeder, do some gardening, watch, listen and breathe!
There are lots of exercise options you can do in your own home, even if you haven’t
done anything for a while or your mobility is limited. Routine tasks around the
house such as cooking, cleaning, hanging the washing out or walking around
while you are on the phone can help keep you moving.
The “live well” sections of the NHS website has some great resources.
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/exercise-as-you-get-older/
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Social Opportunities
Older people looking to beat the boredom of isolation are invited to visit the
Virtual Village.
Hall, a new programme of online activities to join in with at home. Designed by
Royal Voluntary Service, the national charity, the Virtual Village Hall is supported
by players of People’s Postcode Lottery and features themed video sessions led by
expert tutors, TV and radio personalities, and Royal Voluntary Service activity
co-ordinators and volunteers. Live and pre-recorded sessions take place daily and
include exercise and dance, music and singing, relaxation and meditation, arts and
crafts, cooking and baking, technology skills, gardening and more. New sessions
are added regularly.
Some sessions include downloadable guides to print and share and there are links
to official government guidelines and Covid-19 information.
Find out more at https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/virtual-village-hall/
Be Aware
Unscrupulous people are taking advantage of the coronavirus anxieties to scam
people. Age UK Somerset and Citizens Advice have some useful information on
the latest scams to be aware of:
https://ageuksomersetcoronavirus.org.uk/information-and-advice/scams/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/scams/
check-if-something-might-be-a-scam/
Never give out your bank details over the phone to someone you don’t know or
trust or who cold calls at home.
Do your bit for science!
People over 50 are being invited to join the PROTECT study, a national research
project which seeks to understand how healthy brains age and why people develop
dementia. This is an exciting opportunity to take part in major UK research into
this important topic. Participants will be asked to complete a set of questionnaires,
cognitive tests and brain training games on an annual basis. To find out more visit
www.protectstudy.org.uk
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Somerset Coronavirus helpline
Remember - a single phone number is available for anyone in Somerset who needs
Coronavirus-related support from their councils.
The Somerset Coronavirus Support Helpline number, 0300 790 6275, will make
it easier for people access any local authority to get help they may need, including
emotional support, in the current crisis.
It links together the district and county council contact centres and will be
operating seven days a week, 8am to 6pm, making it the one number you need to
remember for Coronavirus-related enquiries.
Keep in touch with us
As always Blackdown Support Group is here to talk about any concerns you may
have, about yourself or someone you know – we will always do our best to help.
01823 681 036 Monday to Friday 9-11am
d-ccg.bsgadmin@nhs.net
www.blackdownsupportgroup.org.uk
www.facebook.com/BlackdownSupportGroup
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Buckland St Mary Covid-19 Support Group
The Parish Council, the Church, F.O.B.S
USEFUL INFORMATION FOR OUR COMMUNITY
This is a quick update on some of the services we know of, or are able to help with, during
the current crisis.
If you are using Facebook, please follow the Buckland St Mary, Bishopswood and
Churchinford or the Buckland St Mary page to get any further updates. You can also
contact us by using the Nextdoor app.
If you are not online, and are having any particular problems please contact:
Jon Mayled - 01460 234181 / 07768328711 - jonmayled@btinternet.com
to be put in touch with one of our volunteers.
SHOPPING
If you are self-isolating, please contact us to arrange for someone to get your shopping.
Supermarkets: Booking online delivery slots continues to be hard - if you really need a
large shop, try calling your supermarket stressing you’re self-isolating and ask for a priority
delivery.
Local Services: We would like you all to minimise your trips to supermarkets where possible
- consider smaller, regular shops using these alternatives:
ONLINE ORDER & DIRECT DELIVERY TO YOUR DOOR
For all fresh produce & some store cupboard stuff too, Dart Fresh (who supplied the
Candlelight) are taking online orders and will deliver direct, currently in 2-3 days. (https://
order.dartfresh.co.uk) Pleased check with them 01392 873 036 to ensure they can deliver
to where you live in Buckland.
Whilst the Bailey & Down service is temporarily suspended, call 01460 76333. FJ Broom
& Partners are delivering milk/ cream/ eggs/ butter/ OJ on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays.
IF YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO DO ONLINE SHOPPING
Combe St Nicholas Village Shop and Post Office (tel: 01460 62138): Please contact us to
arrange a volunteer. Then place an order by calling the shop. You will need to give cash
to the volunteer will collect and deliver it to your doorstep for free – again reducing the
number of people going there.
Churchinford Community Shop: Stocking a new, wider range of fresh and non-fresh produce.
Please contact us to arrange a volunteer. Then place an order, online or by calling the shop
(tel: 01823 601026). Place your order (including your address) pay by card over the phone
and the volunteer will collect and deliver it to your doorstep for free – again reducing the
number of people going there.
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If you need items which are not stocked locally, pleased contact us to arrange for a volunteer
to go supermarkets in Chard.
MEDICAL PRESCRIPTIONS
The Blackdown Practice at Churchinford is now open. Repeat prescriptions will be issued
automatically where you have asked for them and delivered automatically by one of our
volunteers either on Monday or Thursday. Lead-in times for prescriptions are now 10 days,
so if you have not ordered a repeat prescription, please order it in good time. The dispensary
at Hemyock is now open to patients between 8:00am-1:00pm and 2:00pm-6:30pm, so
please ring at these times only. Non-routine prescriptions will be also be collected by
volunteers on an ‘as needed’ basis. Do not go to Hemyock surgery except by arrangement
with them for urgent appointments. For anything else, and anything urgent, please call
Hemyock Surgery on 01823 680206.
Churchview Medical Centre at Broadway. If you are self-isolating and need a prescription,
please contact us for a volunteer to collect it.
We can also arrange collections from Boots or Lloyds in Chard.
If you are classed as exceptionally vulnerable, register on the gov.uk website for additional
help.
POSTING MAIL
If you are self-isolating but want post to be taken to the box, please call us – we will arrange
for someone to collect it from outside your front door If you need to post larger items, we
can have these collected by a volunteer, along with cash to cover the cost and they will be
taken weekly to the post office (any change will be returned to you).
DOG WALKING
Our Volunteers (all experienced dog owners) can help if you’re unable to walk your dog.
They will only walk your pets (no others), always on a lead, will wear gloves and not touch
your animal unnecessarily nor let it socialise with other animals. They can collect your dog
at an agreed time from outside your property (tied somewhere safe in your garden ideally),
and will return your pet and knock afterwards.
A FRIENDLY CHAT ON THE PHONE
If you’re finding the isolation hard, and would just like a chat with someone to pass some
time please get in touch – in the first instance call Jon Mayled on 01460 234181 - we have
a team of volunteers ready for a regular natter at any point – why not get to know your
neighbours a little better whilst we all have the time?
There is further information on the Buckland St Mary website and the CBO News website.
http://buckland-st-mary.org.uk/
https://cbonews.org.uk
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OTTERFORD HELPING HAND
USEFUL INFORMATION FOR OUR COMMUNITY
Despite some easing of ‘lockdown’ we are continuing to offer the full range of
assistance
If you need help with any of the services below please contact Penny Hart - our
Parish Clerk (‘phone 01460 234639 or email: penny.otterfordparishcouncil@
hotmail.co.uk) - and we’ll see if we can find a solution.
SHOPPING
Local Services: We would suggest you continue to minimise your trips to
supermarkets where possible - consider smaller local shops, home deliveries and
takeaways, using these alternatives:
•

In Bailey & Down’s temporary absence, Pete Broom offers deliveries of milk,
cream, butter, cheddar cheese, eggs and OJ on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays. To place or amend an order ‘phone 01460 76333 or 07378 958757

•

For all fresh produce & some store cupboard stuff too, Dart Fresh (who
supplied the Candlelight) are taking online orders and will deliver direct,
currently in 2-3 days. (https://order.dartfresh.co.uk)

•

The Holman Clavel Inn at Culmhead offers takeaways on Tuesdays, Thursdays,
Fridays, and Sundays. A regular menu (see HC website or Facebook for
details) is supplemented by pizzas (on Tuesday), curries (on Thursday), fish &
chips (on Friday), and a roast (on Sunday). ‘Phone 01823 421070 by 3pm on
the day (10am on Sundays) to order.

•

The York Inn in Churchinford, ‘phone 01823 601333, also offers takeaways.

•

Churchinford Community Shop. To place an order, ‘phone the shop 01823
601026, place your order (including your address) pay by card over the phone
and our volunteer group will then deliver it to your doorstep – again reducing
the number of people going there. Currently orders are delivered to Otterford
on Thursdays – please order by Wednesday lunchtime. For urgent orders
contact the shop to order, and they will contact us to arrange delivery.

Supermarkets: Booking online delivery slots continues to be hard - if you really
need a large shop, try calling your supermarket stressing you’re self-isolating and
ask for a priority delivery.

12

MEDICAL PRESCRIPTIONS
From 15th June the Churchinford Surgery is open (except for Wednesday mornings
for the first three weeks, and on Monday mornings instead from 2nd July) for the
collection of prescriptions: as in ‘normal times the surgery is closed on Wednesday
and Friday afternoons.
Volunteers will continue to deliver to those patients who are considered to be a
‘shielded’ patient by NHS England, are effectively shielding themselves because
they live with a ‘shielded’ patient, or would experience serious difficulty due to
their illness or mobility to get to the surgery and others cannot collect on their
behalf. Please be sure to tell the Surgery if you would like prescriptions to continue
to be delivered – on Mondays and Thursdays - we are happy to do so.
Urgent prescriptions can be be collected by volunteers on an ‘as needed’ basis – let
Penny know. Prescriptions must be ordered 10 days in advance.
For anything else ‘phone Hemyock Surgery on 01823 680206 (dispensary 01823
680007 - open 10am -12noon & 2pm – 4pm) but only attend by prior arrangement
for urgent appointments.
If you are classed as exceptionally vulnerable, register on the gov.uk website for
additional help.
CASH
Should you find you are running out of cash, don’t feel you must go to a bank or
cash-machine. Otterford Parish Council may be able to assist with a short-term
advance - ‘phone Penny.
POSTING MAIL
If you are self-isolating but want something posted, please call us – we will arrange
for someone to collect it from outside your front door. If you need to buy 1st and
2nd class stamps Penny has some – you can leave any money with your letter for
collection and any change will be returned later. If you need to post larger items,
these can be collected by a volunteer, along with cash to cover the cost and they
will be taken to the post office (any change will be returned to you).
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DOG WALKING
Our Volunteers (all experienced dog owners) can help if you’re unable to walk
your dog. They will only walk your pets (no others), always on a lead, will wear
gloves and not touch your animal unnecessarily nor let it socialise with other
animals, and can bring their own leads . They can collect your dog at an agreed
time from outside your property (tied somewhere safe in your garden ideally), and
will return your pet and knock afterwards. Contact Penny to organise.
READING BOOKS
Let us know if you are running out of reading material. We can deliver half-dozen
(well cleaned and isolated) books from the Bookswap.
A FRIENDLY CHAT ON THE ‘PHONE
If you’re finding the isolation hard, and would just like a chat with someone to
pass some time please get in touch – in the first instance call Penny. We have
a team of volunteers ready for a regular natter at any point: get to know your
neighbours better whilst we all have the time.

Due to the current situation with Covid-19 all of our volunteers have
been phoning, not only their own beneficiary but also others who have
been referred to us from various agencies. Many of those who have had
phone calls would just love to have a volunteer Visitor of their own and
we have now got many people in your area who would benefit from this
support therefore we are seeking more volunteers.
If this is something you would like to do then please contact Avril on
01823 336143 or email: avril@somersetsight.org.uk.

14

15

Other Useful Information
Pubs and others in the area offering takeaway meals:
York Inn, Churchinford - 01823 213115
Green Dragon, Combe St Nicholas - 01460 63311
Holman Clavel Inn, Culmhead - 01823 421070
Country Fare Catering - 07980 921171
Some pubs and shops are also offering a local delivery
service. Please check with them for details.
Barleymow’s Farm Shop - 01460 62130
For those who are self isolating and do not have anyone able
to run errands on their behalf we are offering a local delivery
service – please telephone 01460 62130 for more information.
Bonner’s of Ilminster, Wineworld & Ilminster Home Hardware
are offering a free delivery service to all those
who are finding it difficult to shop
01460 52465

Blackdown Benefice
All Church Services are cancelled until further notice. Most of the
Benefice churches are now open for private prayer. Keep up-to-date
by visiting the Benefice website: https://www.blackdownbenefice.org.
uk or joining our Facebook group.

Bishopswood Chapel
All Chapel Services and Bible Study meetings are cancelled until
further notice.
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CHANGES DUE TO CORONAVIRUS
Due to the current situation and with many of our volunteers and staff in self - isolation we have
made some important changes:
The Post Office



Post Office outreach services have been temporarily suspended.
The Post Office will be running reduced hours. If you are isolating or vulnerable and
wondering how you can access services, please do not hesitate to contact the shop 01823
601026.



The shop will be open:

The Shop and Coffee Shop

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
9am - 10am Shop only (no PO) for vulnerable folk and NHS
10am - 12noon Shop only (no PO) for everyone
12noon - 2pm Post Office only – shop closed for restocking
2pm - 5pm Shop only (no PO) for everyone
Wednesday
10am - 12noon Shop only (no PO) for everyone
12noon - 2pm Post Office only
2pm - 5pm Shop only (no PO) for everyone
Saturday
9am - 2pm Shop only (no PO) for everyone
Sunday - Closed








All shop service will be by front door counter service, customers will be asked for a list which
will then be selected off the shelves for them and payment taken.
All the above measures are to reduce the numbers of people in shop at any one time, to
minimise exposure for both customers and 'staff' and to reduce queues outside the shop.
To avoid waiting we are happy to take orders for collection or delivery at
www.churchinfordshop.co.uk or on 01823 601026. If delivery is required we have a large
team of willing volunteers who be happy to oblige.
We can now take card payments over the phone or you can place an order online. If needed
we can also email an invoice which can be paid by BACS.
If anyone is struggling to pay for shopping or needs items that are not normally stocked by
the shop, please call us and we will do what we can to help.
The coffee shop is closed to customers and is being solely used for the storage of fresh food,
food prep and customer order packing.
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Lockdown Library Service
Somerset Libraries are continuing to support people with their vibrant online
offer during these challenging times of self-isolation.
Although library buildings are closed, there are thousands of free books,
audiobooks and even magazines available to download at www.somersetreads.
co.uk. You can even find simple step-by-guides to get you started.
For anyone without a library card, joining online has never been easier – and
it’s free! Just visit www.somersetreads.co.uk, click on the ‘join here’ link and
within minutes you will be able to start downloading some great titles.
So, whether you are whiling away the hours confined to your home or stuck
in a queue at the supermarket - you can listen to your favourite author or
perhaps browse the Radio Times, Good Food Magazine or Gardeners' World
magazine on your phone.
If you have already borrowed books or DVDs, you don’t need to return
items until library buildings are able to re-open and of course there will be
no overdue charges to worry about.
There is also an exciting range of content available via social media, including
story-times, fun activities and links to reliable sources of support, all curated
by information professionals. Just search for Somerset Libraries on Twitter or
Instagram or look for Somerset Libraries UK on Facebook.
Councillor David Hall, County Council Cabinet Member with responsibility
for libraries, said: “Our library service is so much more than just buildings
and has been adapting to the new digital world for some time. Now, more
than ever before, these fantastic online services are crucial in the council’s
effort to support our communities during these challenging times of social
distancing.”
Help and support is always available – the Somerset Libraries website has a
wealth of useful information or you can email LibrariesMail@Somerset.gov.
uk
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Coronavirus

Wash your hands
more often
for 20 seconds
Use soap and water or a hand sanitiser when you:
• Get home or into work
• Blow your nose, sneeze or cough
• Eat or handle food

CORONAVIRUS

PROTECT
For more information and the Government’s
Action Plan go to nhs.uk/coronavirus
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YOURSELF
& OTHERS

Nick’s Thought
I bought petrol yesterday.
It’s hardly a good start to an anecdote around a family dinner table. Let
alone an opener for an article. But our lives have shrunk so much during
lockdown that this was an event. What was actually strange was that I was
nervous to buy petrol. The million tiny interactions that combine to allow
my car to drive; undoing the petrol cap, touching the pump, entering my pin
number, wondering whether it’s ok if other drivers windows are open (‘Does
two metres count if they’re travelling fast’?), watching the queue to enter a
supermarket … these items are not things I had previously considered. But
now they are significant events in my mind.
Things are beginning to return to normal. Some want it all to hurry up.
Some want the world to go away … but like suddenly turning on the light
in the night, all of our eyes will take time to adjust. We need to find a good
pace.
I’ve been thinking about pace recently as we’ve been training Maisy, our
new puppy to walk alongside her mother, Lucy. The pup strains desperate to
be with/on top of/underneath the grown-up dog. If she is ‘socially distanced’
from her beloved, then her sheer effort utterly ruins her walk. Now any
pressure she feels is ‘in her own head’ and all this would be solved if the little
one kept gentle pace next to Mum.
St Paul writes to the Galatians; ‘Keep in step with the Spirit’ (5.25). Not
too fast; not making the world go away. We need to keep in step with the
movements and prompting of the Holy Spirit. Finding a good pace will
mean bringing even these normal jobs into prayer, weaving our faith into
ordinary life in a new way that allows gradual and paced change.
So be kind to yourself, there is a reason solitary confinement is the worst
punishment and it’s ok for change to be gradual. Getting petrol was my first
step; I might even visit the Post Office next, but I don’t want spoilers to ruin
your next column.
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Nick

0330 229 1700
8am-11pm

7 days a week
LISTENING CHAPLAINCY PHONELINE
Serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire
We are a faith-based service offering chaplaincy support
for people of all faiths and none in times of emergency
Are you recently bereaved or concerned about end of life issues?
Are you a key worker overwhelmed by what you are facing or dealing with at work?
Are you worried about someone who is seriously ill, especially if you can’t visit them?
Are you anxious about the effect that the COVID 19 crisis is having on your life?
Maybe you would just like someone from the faith communities to talk to.

If you live in the Bristol, Somerset or South Gloucestershire area:

Call 0330 229 1700 ● 8am-11pm ● 7 days a week

CARING and CONFIDENTIAL
The Faith Communities Major Emergencies Team serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire
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Bishop Peter’s letter
Building a sustainable and hopeful future
One impact of the Coronavirus pandemic is there is now a lot of talk about the
need to change and to re-imagine society, in order to build a sustainable and
hopeful future. This is to be welcomed. However, change is something that
we always have to live with. The Greek philosopher, Heraclitus, writing some
500 years before Christ, was a great proponent of this. He is known for saying:
‘There is nothing permanent except change’ and that you cannot step into the
same river twice. By this he meant that just as the river flows so that you cannot
touch the same water twice, so no two situations are exactly the same and that
the world is constantly changing.
We live in a time of extraordinary change. Self-driving transport is now
practical, not just for cars, but also perhaps more alarmingly for ships and
aircraft. Artificial Intelligence is opening amazing new possibilities and
medicine is advancing rapidly as the decoding of the human genome increases
our understanding of many diseases. At the same time our world groans under
the weight of lifestyles and exploitation of resources which are not sustainable.
I am writing this on World Environment Day and it is becoming increasingly
clear that we need to change the way we live before we wreck even more havoc
on the world which God has given us to steward and care for.
But in looking for change we need perhaps to look in rather than out. I
remember once reading someone saying: ‘You can’t change what is going on
around you, until you start changing what’s going on within you’. Or as Tolstoy
put it: ‘Everyone thinks of changing the world. But no one thinks of changing
themself.’ It is sometimes said that if ‘we change the way we look at things, the
things we look at change.’ There may be so truth in that and perhaps we need
to use this time of lockdown to continue to reflect on what it means to look at
the world through God’s eyes and to live faithfully in God’s world so that we
all play our part in building a sustainable and hopeful future.
Every blessing

+Peter Bath et Well:
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Thoughts from Bishopswood
When a number of young men with more courage than sense badly injured
themselves by jumping off 200 feet high cliffs at Durdle Door the police
had to push back the crowds to land the rescue helicopter. We were shown
pictures or crowds watching, crammed shoulder to shoulder on the beach.
With such large crowds of people not knowing each other yet crammed so
tightly, what hope is there of tracing anyone. The 25000 track and tracers
must have looked at the pictures in despair.
We are constantly being asked to behave so as to keep the Covid-19
reproduction rate (R) down. In East Anglia the present R factor of 0.94
means that we have a very long tail before the infection rate is low. If, by
tracking and tracing we can remove just 10% of those infected so that they
don’t infect others we can increase the rate the tail decays by a fact factor of
5. The R factor is very powerful.
Thus, track and trace is a very effective way of reducing the spread of
infection. Without track and trace more people will die.
However great the desire to get out onto the beach or however good the
cause, acting in such a way as to put many other people’s lives at risk can’t
be right.
In telling the Christians at Philippi how they should behave Paul said, “Do
nothing from selfishness or conceit, but in humility count others more significant
than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to
the interests of others.” He then goes on to give us the example of Jesus: Have
this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
hung on to, but made himself nothing … And being found in human form,
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death
on a cross.
Christians don’t just look at Jesus as an example though. Human beings
are built to survive and that often means putting ourselves first. That effect
spills over beyond survival into desires for pleasure. The result is that all, at
times suffer from selfishness and fail to consider others. We aren’t like Jesus
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who gave himself for others however, when that happens, we can look to
him for forgiveness.
I was once involved in a Christian event where cups of tea were given away
free and people engaged in conversation about Christianity. I remember
someone being asked the question, “What would you say if when you arrive
at the gates of heaven you were asked, ‘What reasons can you give that we
should allow you in?’” His reply was amusing, he said, “Bloody hell, what a
question at this time of the morning.”
So, the question could now be, “We don’t have selfishness in heaven. Why
should we let you in?”
The answer that gets you in is, “I’m forgiven. Jesus offered me forgiveness
and I accepted so I’m forgiven.”

Nyall

It was no surprise to us that as lockdown loomed the wonderful communities
of the Blackdown Hills soon jumped into action to find ways to support
neighbours, keep local businesses running and boost morale. Those of
you who have been volunteering your time and effort are a credit to your
communities. Thank you.
The Blackdown Support Group has been doing sterling work, working
alongside the Blackdown Practice, local parish councils, churches and
partner voluntary organisations, to support our communities during the
pandemic.
The Blackdown Hills AONB team has been busy too. While our office
in Hemyock remains closed, the team can still be contacted in the usual
way. We’ve been working hard to keep projects moving ahead despite the
inevitable challenges
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The Somerset Bereavement
Support Service is here if
you’ve been bereaved and
need emotional support or
someone to talk to.

How we can help
Marie Curie Companions can provide bereavement support for
people across Somerset who are over the age of 18. This service
provides telephone support calls with compassionate
volunteers. They’ve all completed specific training, including how to
support people in sensitive situations and dealing with difficult
subjects, such as death, dying and bereavement.
In addition, a further six sessions of one to one bereavement
counselling can be provided by experienced bereavement support
workers at Mind in Somerset specialist bereavement service. Mind in
Somerset support adults and children aged 12+ . They can work in a
whole family setting if needed.
We are here to help and welcome your call.
9am to 5pm, Monday to Saturday.

Call us on 0800 304 7412
In partnership with

Charity reg no. 207994 (England & Wales), SC038731 (Scotland) F446e
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Ben Gold/Marie Curie

Bereavement support
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Connecting the Culm
The Connecting the Culm team
has been adapting to the impact
of the Covid-19 pandemic and
rethinking how some aspects of
the project will now be delivered.
Already, there have been some
interesting studies mapping the
heritage of the River Culm and
modelling the flow of water
through the catchment and the
possible impact of a variety of
nature-based interventions. There are also some exciting plans in the pipeline
to involve local people in the project (albeit in a slightly different way to our
original plans), including the launch of interactive resources and website
later this month. So watch this space!
Saving Devon’s Treescapes
Devon’s treescapes are stunning and crucial habitats for so much wildlife.
But they have been in decline for many decades and are now facing a new
threat from ash dieback; which is estimated to kill at least 90% of Devon’s
ash trees in the coming years. It will affect everyone, but everyone can be
part of the solution.
A new initiative called Saving Devon’s Treescapes is helping to tackle the
problems facing Devon’s treescapes. The project is led by Devon Wildlife
Trust. Blackdown Hills AONB is one of a number of partners involved in
the project, with Neroche being one of the five focus areas.
Turning to nature in a time of crisis
There is no doubt that recent events have led to many more of us appreciating
what our natural spaces have to offer. Over the past few weeks, an increasing
number of people have been able to visit the countryside, a trend which may
well continue.
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Of course, we want as many
people as possible to have access
to restorative benefits of nature
and help support the local
economy, but at the same time
we have been raising awareness to
ensure that countryside visits are
a positive and safe experience for
all concerned - striking a balance
between the needs of visitors and
those living and working in the
Blackdown Hills AONB, not to
mention the wildlife which is
sure to have been thriving our
absence!
If you know of anyone planning to visit Blackdown Hills AONB in the
coming weeks, please ask them to read our visitor advice before setting off.

Update on Grants
The Small Business and Retail, Hospitality and Leisure grants are all still
running with no end date yet announced. Applications are still coming in
and over 80% of the available funding has been paid out. If you think your
group may be eligible please do check the criteria and if appropriate apply.
The Discretionary grant scheme, which opened on Monday 1 June, has
had a good response and potentially up to 50% of the available funding
is already committed to, but charities and local groups are encouraged to
watch for updates if they think they may be eligible. As stated at the launch,
this funding will remain under review and the scheme closed, or criteria
broadened, depending on the take up.
This grant is aimed at small businesses and other organisations who have
been adversely affected by the COVID-19 crisis, particularly those that may
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Shelly’s Care
Local Microprovider with 30 years care experience.
Are you looking for help that is tailored to your needs?
Shelly’s care may be just what you’re looking for. I’m offering
support for people with a learning disabilities or the elderly.
I have a DBS, insurance, and car business insurance.
I offer the following services:
Personal care, shopping, cooking, sitting service, support
to appointments, company and much more. For more
information contact Michelle Reed: 07853281411
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not have benefitted from previous Covid-19 schemes (although you can still
apply if you or your business has received furlough and/or self-employment
support). The organisation must have fixed property-related costs of at least
£200 per calendar month (this may include rent, license fees, mortgage,
insurance, broadband, utilities). The business must have been trading on 11
March 2020 to be eligible for the scheme, and must have evidence of this.
Reopening our High Streets Safely
SWT is working with shop-keepers, traders and business groups for the reopening of High Streets and retail centres.
Work is being carried out which includes some temporary road closures and
changes in pedestrian areas to make the High Streets across the district Safe
and Welcoming and to allow shoppers and visitors to socially distance.
SWT owned car parks will stay free for the foreseeable future to support the
re-opening of High Streets to help rejuvenate the local economy.
More information about the work being done and changes in place can be
read here
Businesses and Social Enterprises trading in our High Streets can contact
the council for advice or to raise issues by emailing OpeningHighStreets@
somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk
SWT have produced an Opening High Streets pack to support local
High Street Businesses with downloadable posters to display in shops and
branches,
Face masks mandatory at NHS Hospitals
The Department for Health and Social Care (DHSC) has announced that
all staff in hospitals in England will be provided with surgical masks which
they will be expected to wear from 15 June. NHS staff already wear face
masks in clinical areas within two metres of a patient, but the new guidance
applies to everyone working in all areas of the hospital.
Members of the public are strongly urged to attend hospital wearing a face
covering, but a face mask will be provided in emergencies. DHSC is working
with the social care sector to implement a similar approach.
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Tired of feeling blocked, emotionally or physically?

Are you ready to make changes?

Maybe you're Stressed, Worried, or have Problems Sleeping? Do
you need to improve your Circulation, General Wellbeing? or ...

'Fantastic firm confident pressure, energising & relaxing at the same time.' Julia
'This is my first ever reflexology session. It was the most deep and mindful experience I've
had for years. Emma has the most reassuring & therapeutic manner.' Tony
By massaging specific areas on the feet and hands, this non-invasive complementary
therapy can relieve stress and tension, aid sleep, uplift moods, promote good
circulation, improve and unblock nerve impulses, enhance general well-being and
encourage restoration of your body's natural balance: helping us to feel 'well'. And,
most importantly, Reflexology gives us time and space to be heard

When the body is in harmony, it is best placed to do its own
healing, restoration, repair and rejueventaion
I work from The Healthy Living & Activity Centre in Hemyock
Additional clinics in Honiton & Dunkeswell
Home Visits also available - travel costs may apply
For more information, or to book an appointment, contact:

Emma Finch IIR MAR
m: 07957 161748 / 01404 891351
e: info@meaningfulsoles.com
www.meaningfulsoles.com
fb: facebook/meaningfulsoles
your health, your life, your choice
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NHS Advice - Looking After your Eyes – Screen Use
Many people worry that viewing a screen can damage their eyes. There is
no evidence of this. In fact, because you can alter the size, brightness and
contrast of the display, it can easier and more comfortable to see on a screen
compared with looking at paper. However, some people find that looking at
a screen for a long time is tiring, some find wearing glasses for computer use
helpful, and there are other ways to look after your eyes while using your
screen.
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Churchinford Weather

35

The Blackdown Support Group aims to relieve sickness, loneliness and isolation by
connecting local people in need with local volunteers who can offer them practical support.
Those who are suffering from physical or mental ill health, who have disabilities or learning
difficulties, or who are experiencing bereavement or the effects of old age can find
themselves cut off in rural areas like ours, without access to transport, support services and
social opportunities.
The BSG has over 300 people registered with us for support. We can help anyone who is a
patient of the Blackdown Practice. The services our volunteers provide include:‐








Driving – to medical appointments, social and well‐being events, generally enabling
greater independence
Befriending ‐ visiting those who may be unable to leave their own home or have
limited social contact with other people, relieving feelings of loneliness and isolation
Social events ‐ lunch clubs, coffee mornings, carers groups, providing opportunities
to meet friends and enjoy a home cooked nutritious meal
Mentoring ‐ trained volunteers provide a structured support programme for those
who are struggling to re‐integrate back into the community, perhaps after
bereavement, an accident or long period of ill health
Advocacy – providing support with filling in forms and paperwork to ensure people
have access to the services or financial support they need
We also offer footcare services, short‐term wheelchair loans and a disabled access
vehicle for hire.

If you’d like to find out more please get in touch, whether you would like to help as a
volunteer or you may know someone who needs help, who is alone, feeling isolated or
struggling to care for a loved one. Either way we’d love to hear from you.
Contact Elizabeth McNabb
01823 681 036
d‐ccg.bsgadmin@nhs.net
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Pavilion Bonus Ball
May
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

47
59
34
54
45

Ruth Strange
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Bishopswood Maintenance
Property and Garden Services

BEFORE
Mark
C Kemp

AFTER

Hard Landscaping

Transforming Your Outdoor Living
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
WE ONLY HAVE ONE REPUTATION!
The Firs - Bishopswood – Chard – Somerset – TA20 3RU

Tel: 01460 234076
E: mark@avtgroup.biz
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The Wednesday Club
I wonder if any of you have been looking at what the Royal Voluntary Service
website and the Virtual Village Hall have to offer? There are some useful and
fun videos there. It is the only village hall that is operating at the moment
and I suppose for some time to come. With so many of our members classed
as vulnerable with regards to the coronavirus, even open air events will not
be possible for us for a while yet. We will not be meeting in July; we never do
have a meeting in August and we shall have to wait and see what September
brings.
‘May you live in interesting times’ is known as the Chinese curse although
there is no basis for it originating in China but it does seem to be very
appropriate now, doesn’t it?
I hope you are all keeping fit and staying well.
with best wishes

Sally Milnes
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Churchstanton Parish Council
June 2020
Virtual Meetings – Due to the current lockdown restrictions the Parish
Council currently meet virtually using the platform Zoom. The Parish
Council will continue to meet virtually until further notice. Any members
of the public wishing to raise an item in public participation time can
contact the clerk on 01823 299788 or email clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk
before 7.15pm on the day of our meeting and you will receive an invite to
join us.
Finance – Balance of Accounts as at 31st May, 2020 - £25,356.10
In addition, the following items were discussed and approved for payment:
•

Water Supply to Community Field (Survey costs) – £87.50

•

Power of Neighbourhood Planning (purchase of book) - £33.50

Internal Auditor – The Parish Council unanimously endorsed the
appointment of Gill Carter to complete their internal audit of the Parish
2019/20 accounts.
Planning
10/20/0003 - Erection of an agricultural building for the storage of straw
and dry fodder at Yeo Hill Farm, Churchinford Road – The Parish Council
support this application
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A S Plumbing & Heating
Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel
Oil Boiler Servicing
Oil Tank Replacement
Full Central Heating Systems
Bathrooms
Telephone – 01823 681402
Mobile – 07812 218233
Log Burner Installations
Wet/Dry Systems
Log Burners Supplied
Chimneys Lined
Rigid Flue Systems
Servicing and Maintenance
Electric AGA Conversions
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10/20/0004 - Replacement of agricultural building for the housing of
livestock at Yeo Hill Farm, Churchinford Road – The Parish Council
support this application.
10/20/0006 - Erection of an agricultural building for general purpose on
land at Stapley, Stapley Road, Churchstanton - The Parish Council object to
this application due to insufficient information regarding the long term use
of this building / land
10/20/0007 - Erection of single storey extensions to the side and rear of
Westcroft, Churchinford - The Parish Council support this application.
The Quarry – A management plan will be completed shortly by Neroche
Woodlanders who will provide advice to the Parish Council regarding the
future use of this outdoor space.
Defibrillator – The British Heart Foundation have been contacted to
seek advice regarding the correct defibrillator for the telephone kiosk in
Churchinford. In the meantime, temporary signs will be made to cover the
signage on the top of the telephone kiosk in order to avoid confusion to
passers-by and make clear that there is no longer a telephone in the kiosk.
Permanent signage will eventually be made to indicate the presence of a
defibrillator in the kiosk.
Dog Bins – Although the district council are starting to get back to normal,
unfortunately they are currently only dealing with priority work. We hope
that the bins will be installed by the end of June. District Cllr. Ross Henley
is also chasing this on behalf of the Parish Council.
Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr. Humble, Cllr. Pearson and the Parish Clerk
attended a Neighbourhood Plan webinar on Wednesday 20th May. A
steering group is now required in order to formulate an action plan to move
this forward. The Parish Council would welcome input to the steering group
from anyone in the Parish. If you think this may be something that would
interest you, please contact the Parish Clerk.
Climate Change - Cllr. Pearson had attended a webinar regarding climate
change and circulated the slides to the Parish Council. Information from
the webinar and the presentation will be considered for inclusion in the
Neighbourhood Plan.
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We work with our clients to
understand their needs, support
them effectively and deliver the
best possible legal advice.

We’re all about listening,
understanding and
advising

Whether it’s commercial or
personal matters you need help
and advice with, the only thing
that really matters is you.
Call one of our nearby offices
and let’s have a proper chat.
WELLINGTON
T: 01823 666622
TAUNTON
T: 01823 625800

www.porterdodson.co.uk
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Highways Road Verge Mowing – Concern has been raised regarding the mowing of
some verges in the Parish and the impact on wildflowers. Cllr. Pearson has
written to Highways Department to bring this to their attention. Verges are
the responsibility of Somerset County Council.
Report from Martin Cooper - SCC Volunteer & Trails Officer & PPLO
Update - Sarah Henderson and Peter Allfrey have now been confirmed in
their roles as Parish Paths Liaison Officers (PPLO). They have now been
supplied with the equipment they need and will provide the Parish Council
with regular reports on their findings. There are currently many damaged
styles in the Parish, the PPLO’s will provide all the necessary information
regarding these to Somerset County Council but unfortunately the Parish
Council have been made aware that there is currently no budget for repairing
these.
Celebrating the End of Covid-19 – The Parish Council would like to
do something to commemorate those who have gone above and beyond
in order to support our community through the challenging lockdown
period. Therefore, taking social distance regulations into account, the Parish
Council together with the Beer Festival committee propose to organise a
Parish event to celebrate the gradual end of lockdown. It was suggested that
the event might be combined with VJ Day celebrations and take place on
Saturday 15th August, 2020
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Parish Logo – The Parish Council would like to invite anyone, adults and
children, in the Parish to submit ideas for a new parish logo. All ideas must
be sent to the Parish Clerk prior to the next Parish Council meeting on 8th
July when a final decision will be made.
Scams - There have recently been several scam emails and telephone calls
to people living in the parish. Neighbourhood Watch and the Police have
been made aware. Any suspected scams should be reported to Action Fraud
at https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/reporting-fraud-and-cyber-crime or
alternatively Action Fraud also have a facebook page.
Full details of our Parish Council meetings can be found in the minutes
displayed on the Parish notice boards in Churchinford and Stapley as well
as on the Parish website www.churchinfordpc.co.uk. If you would like to
speak to one of our Parish Councillors, please contact the Parish Clerk who
will arrange this for you.
If you would like to contact the Parish Clerk regarding any of the above you
can do so by email to clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk or alternatively you can
call 01823 299788.

Julie Wardle
Parish Clerk

Buckland St Mary 100 Club Winners – May 2020
Amount
Number
Name
£20
38
Ann Kennard
£15
54
Rick Pym
£10
4
Anna Berry
£5
39
Tom Kennedy
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Buckland St Mary Rainfall
Both Bank Holidays – 75th Anniversary of VE Day [8th] and Late May
Bank Holiday [25th.] – turned out to be dry. Again, an unremarkable
month with many glorious days.
Total rainfall for May was 8.20 mm (0.32 ins.). The wettest day was the 5th
with 3.80 mm of rain (0.15 ins.; 46.34% of the total), followed by the 2nd
with 1.80 mm (0.07 ins.; 21.95%) and the 21st with 1.50 mm (0.06 ins.;
18.29%). There was some rain on the 1st (0.60 mm = 0.02 ins.:7.32%) and
3rd (0.50 mm = 0.02 ins.: 6.10%), barely enough to settle the dust! The 21year average for May was 70.22 mm (2.76 ins.). 2020 was the driest May
over the period. Apparently 2020 was also the driest May nationwide since
1948.
May

mm

inches

May

mm

inches

2000

79.2

3.12

2011

45.60

1.79

2001

31.5

1.24

2012

48.30

1.90

2002

157.5

6.20

2013

73.40

2.89

2003

61.2

2.41

2014

95.10

3.74

2004

46.2

1.82

2015

85.90

3.38

2005

68.6

2.70

2016

63.30

2.49

2006

130.3

5.13

2017

61.25

2.41

2007

138.4

5.45

2018

31.25

1.23

2008

140.2

5.52

2019

31.15

1.23

2009

53.30

2.10

2020

8.20

1.02

2010

33.10

1.30

Buckland St Mary Daily Rainfall for May 2020
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Yarty Gardening Club
It has been such a long time since the club last met, and we are
all missing being able to catch up with everyone to chat and
share tales of how our gardens are doing and which gardens we
have visited. Let’s hope that we will soon be allowed to meet
again once it is safe to do so. I’m keeping my fingers crossed
for the Flower Show too, so keep those geranium plants cosseted for the
competition!
I’ve been enjoying watching BBC’s Springwatch which inspired me to
go outside and spend a bit more time being still in the garden instead of
powering through ever longer ‘to do’ lists. Our pond, which is fed by runoff from the surrounding fields, has been gradually drying up. Despite this,
there have been loads of large red and common blue damselflies mating and
depositing their eggs. Luckily the tadpoles have already developed so I’m
hoping the little froglets will be coping in the damp mud around the reeds.
We had a picnic in the meadow at the beginning of June, to enjoy the flowers
(the most obvious of which were ox-eye daisies, meadow vetchling, lesser
stitchwort and yellow rattle), and to do some butterfly watching. Patches
of bird’s foot trefoil seem to be a magnet for the common blue butterflies
and there were lots of meadow browns on the wing. We were pleased to
spot both small and large skippers too. Walking around our developing
copse, we flushed a roe deer from cover. He was a smart but disappointing
discovery amongst the young trees, especially when we discovered evidence
of nibbling! The young fox, who has become a more frequent visitor to the
garden, is being very helpful by keeping on top of our rabbit population and
so he is a more welcome sight.
Pest control is something that takes up a lot of time, but there is something
mindful about searching for slugs amongst the strawberries or picking
sawflies from the currants and gooseberries. However, July is a time to
enjoy the summer fruits and vegetables from the garden as well as a glass of
something cool on a bench or recliner. If you have an inclination though
you could have a go at some of these garden tasks:
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THE YORK INN
Honiton Road, Churchinford. TA3 7RF
01823 601 333

NOW AVAILABLE: UPSTAIRS FUNCTION ROOM WITH
WIFI, PROJECTOR & SCREEN
IDEAL FOR MEETINGS, PRIVATE PARTIES
Country Pub offering a warm welcome
Log Fire. Large selection of Ales including local brews,
Games Room, Large screen TV. Monthly Meat Draw. Lots
of Special Events. Good wholesome food using local
ingredients lunchtime & evenings. Specials board &
Homemade Pie Board. Takeaway. Sunday Roasts.
Saturday Breakfast. Parties catered for. P a t i o A r e a .
Dogs Welcome

Email:theyorkinn@yahoo.com
www.yorkinn.co.uk
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•

Deadhead dahlias, roses and other flowers to keep the blooms coming

•

Apply granular feed to roses, then water in

•

Keep picking sweet peas every 10 days or so to encourage more blooms

•

Remove the lower leaves from tomatoes to improve air flow and the
ripening of fruit and water the plants weekly with a high-potash liquid
feed

•

Pick beans frequently to keep them cropping

•

Feed and mulch rhubarb to give it a boost now that harvesting is over

•

Water and feed agapanthus plants, particularly those in containers

•

Keep an eye out for lily beetle and vine weevil

•

Cut down lupins and delphiniums to hopefully get a second flowering
later on

•

Plant bulbs of autumn crocuses, colchicum and sternbergias for a
colourful autumn display

•

Collect, dry and store seeds from your garden plants to save money next
year

•

Keep a look out for caterpillars of the cabbage white butterfly and pick
them off your brassicas

•

Harvest garlic when the foliage starts to turn yellow. Dig up the plants
and dry them off for 3 or 4 days

•

Take cuttings from shrubs, pelargoniums and fuchsias and climbers like
clematis and honeysuckle

•

Sow biennials such as sweet Williams, wallflowers, foxgloves, Brompton
Stocks and Canterbury bells

•

Cut old flower stems off spring flowering alpines

•

Plant out leeks in their final position when they are about pencil thick

•

Sow a late crop of dwarf french beans and peas (an early variety), beetroot
and salad leaves

•

Keep watering potatoes to increase the yield
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Looking for a keep-fit class …?
Come along, socialise, meet new friends
and have fun getting fit!
WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

9.30-10.30am

6 - 7pm

9.30-10.30am

The Village Hall

West Monkton Village Hall

Trident Hall

Bishopswood

Monkton Heathfield

Galmington

Nr Chard, TA20 3RS

Taunton, TA2 8NE

Taunton, TA1 5NN

Wear loose comfortable clothes & trainers or non-slip shoes
Bring a mat or towel and a drink,15 minutes registration, followed by
45 minutes of aerobic based exercises for all levels of fitness.

£6 per class
Term Time Only
No membership fees.
RSA/OCR Qualified Instructor

HEATHER SPARKS
TEL/TEXT: 07561 498365
EMAIL:
fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk
www.fitness4fun.wix.com/heather

Looking for a keep-fit class …?
Come along, socialise, meet new friends
and have fun getting fit!
WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

9.30-10.30am

6 - 7pm

9.30-10.30am

The Village Hall

West Monkton Village Hall

Trident Hall

Bishopswood

Monkton Heathfield

Galmington

Nr Chard, TA20 3RS

Taunton, TA2 8NE

Taunton, TA1 5NN

Wear loose comfortable clothes & trainers or non-slip shoes
Bring a mat or towel and a drink,15 minutes registration, followed by
45 minutes of aerobic based exercises for all levels of fitness.

£6 per class
Term Time Only
No membership fees.
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HEATHER SPARKS
TEL/TEXT: 07561 498365
EMAIL:
fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk

•

Prune gooseberry side shoots back to just 5 leaves

•

Start sowing for autumn and winter crops; chicory, kohl rabi, oriental
greens, rocket, spring cabbage, Swiss chard and turnip

•

Peg down strawberry runners into 8cm (3in) pots to grow on

•

Freshen up supplies of leafy herbs such as lemon verbena, marjoram,
mint and sage by taking a few cuttings now

•

Plan and order your spring bulbs now to take advantage of the wide
choice available

Pauline Bartlett

Buckland St Mary Parish Council
4th June 2020
District Councillor Kenton had submitted a written report as follows:
No full SSD Council meetings had been held either in person or via Zoom.
A resolution is in place that the CEO would make all decisions for the
Council which was in place for an initial three months. However, meetings
such as Area West and all committees were meeting via Zoom to instruct
the CEO how to proceed.
Since lockdown, SSDC have provided support to more than 5,500 households
facing hardship; provided business rate relief to 1,764 businesses to a value
of £25 million; provided grants to local businesses to a value of £33 million;
worked to get all rough sleepers off the street and supported 180 homeless
residents into temporary accommodation; set up “the wellbeing hub” which
has provided more than 800 boxes of food and essential supplies to shielded
people and those facing hardship. Since lockdown, claims for Council tax
support and income changes have increased by 500%.
The government is looking to honour people for their contribution to the
crisis response, and anyone can nominate by using the form on gov.uk
website called the ‘Covid 19 honours nomination form’.
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Somerset Waste Partnership had some problems with waste collections and
the plan to roll out ‘recycle more’ has been delayed. The odd/even number
plate system has ended and anything normally paid for to get rid of will not
be accepted. Wood, plastic pots, tubs and trays will not be collected at the
kerbside.
Due to lockdown, many Council services which produced income were
immediately shut down. SSDC derives 53% of what it spends on services
from income generated from fees, charges, investments and this has been
impacted significantly.
A new Validation guide has been prepared in the Planning Department
so applicants are able to complete their forms online and all the required
documents will appear in a tick box form and this will enable applications
to be completed in full before submission. Also, a new Enforcement protocol
will be adopted which asks complainants to register their complaint
online with details of the complainant and the issues. This form will give
enforcement officers the correct information to consider and gives a target
date of 30 days to either validate the claim, visit the site, or inform the
complainant the complaint is not valid.
District Councillor Wale reported that SSDC planners had recommended
refusal of the application for the new windows at the primary school
because of the type of windows planned for a listed building. Both District
Councillors Wale and Kenton had agreed with this decision.
Planning
(i)
Application
No.
Applicant
Proposal

Location

20/01374/COL
Mr T Vickery
Application for Lawful Development Certificate for
existing use of dwelling without compliance of condition
5 on planning permission 96004 dated 05.01.1973
(agricultural occupancy condition)
Barnsclose Hare Lane Buckland St Mary TA20 3JU

After full discussion, there were no objections.
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SOLAR PANELS & HEAT PUMPS

Your local,
established,
renewable
energy installer
www.lightworkenergy.co.uk
patrick@lightworkenergy.co.uk
01460 234930 07909 111629
Elm End, Hare Lane, Buckland St. Mary, TA20 3JS
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(ii)
Application No.
Applicant
Proposal
Location

20/00138/FUL
Replacement dwelling
Staple Hill Farm Castlemain Buckland St Mary TA20
3RB

This application had been circulated to councillors between meetings. There
were no comments.
Footpath Officer
The role of the Footpath Officer was to walk the parish footpaths a minimum
of once a year, and refer any problems to SSDC who will take action, eg fix
broken stiles etc.
This vacancy will be discussed again at the next meeting.
Finance
(i)

Outstanding accounts were agreed:

(ii)

Annual Accounts had been submitted to the internal auditor.

(iii)
Some parish council rent for the current year had not yet been
submitted.
Matters for report
Grants were available for village halls during the current pandemic with
some halls getting as much as £25,000. Councillor Marshall would speak to
the Village Hall committee about the possibility of a grant.
Date and time of next meeting
The next meeting will be held virtually on Thursday, 2nd July 2020, at 8.00
pm.

Veronica Moore

(These are notes of the last meeting. Full minutes will be published on the
parish website after the next virtual parish meeting on 2nd July 2020 has
agreed them.)
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Guitar Lessons
Electric, Acoustic, Bass, Classical and Ukulele lessons available
Lessons from a London College of Music Guitar Examiner, professional guitarist and
contributor to Guitar Techniques Magazine
Taught from dedicated space in Buckland St. Mary
harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com
01460 234829. 07928 590269
www.harrisonmarsh.co.uk
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Buckland St Mary Church News
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.
And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. (Revelation 21:4-5)

Dependent on supplies arriving, the Church will be open for Private Prayer
from 21st June. Once more, grateful thanks to all of our local community
for all the love, care and self-sacrifice which our village is demonstrating once
again. Please visit the Benefice website at https://www.blackdownbenefice.
org.uk and Facebook page for regular thoughts and updates.

Bernard Gready & Jon Mayled
Churchwardens

Gerald Weech R.I.P.
Barbara, Christopher, Julie and Stuart would like to thank everyone who
sent sympathy cards and letters, also the many phone calls received during
his illness and after Gerald Weech’s passing. Everyone has been so kind,
which the family really appreciated. Our heartfelt thanks go to our close
friends and neighbours who have been a huge support during a very difficult
time.

Buckland St Mary Flower SHow
Sunday August 20th 2020
Updated approach due to Coronavirus Restrictions: Never Give Up on a
Good Thing
It’s that time of year when the Buckland St Mary Flower Show starts to ramp
up and villagers start to think about what they might enter. The schedule is
on the website and ordinarily printed copies would be ready to be collected
around the villages. Ordinarily, now there is a word that is out of fashion
and hard to use these in the strange times that we’ve been living in recently.
Our key objective this year is to keep everyone safe and well and to follow
the guidelines that the government has been setting for us. With this in
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mind it is hard to imagine how we can put on a show that doesn’t contravene
any of those things. However, us flower show girls (what’s age got to do with
that term?) know how important this event is to our community (as it is to
us) and we aren’t going to let a Pandemic step in the way of marking the
weekend that we ‘should’ have had. We know that many of you have been
trying out some new things this year and that many gardens are looking at
their peak. As we can’t safely and responsibly have a flower show this year,
we want to ask you to participate in a different way by ‘bringing the flower
show safely to the doorsteps of your friends, family, neighbours’ and maybe
even people locally who you don’t know. If we can’t have a show, we can still
do what we are good at and care and share about the people we live around.
On Sunday 16th August 2020 we would like to ask anyone who is willing
to join us to either:
1) Pick the veg(s) you would normally pick to enter into the show or
2) Pick the flowers that you would normally enter into the show or
3) Bake the bake(s) that you would normally enter into the show
Pop it/ them onto a friend’s, family, neighbour’s doorstep with a label that says
why you are doing it. We will be door dropping some labels nearer the time
and if you need more you can go to our website www.bucklandflowershow.
com and print off what you need.
Kids, we’d love you to join in too. Either do anything above or:
1) Bake some biscuits or cupcakes with a grown up or
2) Make a greetings card with your best drawing or painting that says:
‘Hello, it’s good to have a friend or neighbour like you. From (your name)’.
If you could email us (or call any of us if it’s easier) and let us know how
many little packages you have delivered at bucklandflowershow@gmail.
com on Sunday 16t August 2020 we can let everyone know many friendly
gestures were made. We’d also like you to email us your photographs on the
subjects of ‘Living in Lockdown’ & ‘Isolate’ by the 14th August 2020. Cups
will be awarded for the best photographs in these classes.
Another thing that we think that we can do safely outside whilst observing
social distancing rules is to come and see your great gardens. We and an
amateur judge would like to arrange to come and visit the ‘Beautiful Gardens
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in our Community’. This will be done on the weekend of what should have
been the show 14-16 August.
There will be three cups awarded for:
1) Glorious Garden
2) Pretty Pots & or Beautiful Baskets
3) Healthy Vegetables
If you would like to enter any or all of these categories please email us your;
Name, telephone number, address and which of the three classes above you
would like to enter (it’s great if you want to enter more than one class). One
of us will then call you to arrange a convenient time for a safe visit. Sorry
that it’s not quite the show we all know and love, but hopefully this will
allow us all to share what is always a memorable weekend
Keep safe and well.

Kathy, Lena, Sal & Yvette
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18th OTTERFORD
PARISH LITTER PICK
(A LITTER PICK LIKE NO OTHER)

SATURDAY 11th JULY 2020

(AND POSSIBLY A CHOICE OF OTHER DAYS THAT WEEK)
Details will be worked up during the first few days in July – when
we can assess the then current government restrictions but first
thoughts are that there will be no use of the hall, that car sharing
and picking should only be with family members, and that
participants could pick over one of several days during the week
leading up to 11th July.

JOIN US TO ADD TO 774 SACKS ALREADY COLLECTED: AND
7,446 DRINKS CANS, 6,041 PLASTIC & 1,216 GLASS BOTTLES
/JARS, AND ASSORTED METAL ALREADY RECYCLED
We’ll email final details to everyone who has picked with us before
during the previous week. If you haven’t picked before, but would like
to do so this time, please notify Penny Hart (Parish Clerk) in advance –
01460 234639, or penny.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
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Jon Dagger

Cooker / Kitchen
Appliance Engineer
Based in Hemyock
Over 35 years experience with
many manufacturers
inc. Rangemaster, Hotpoint,
Cannon and most others

Repairs to range-type or
built-in or freestanding cookers,
washing machines, dishwashers

07725 852322

Need help with lawn mowing or outside jobs this summer?
Contact Henry and Susanna on 07496639053
Available at weekends and during the Summer holidays
We hope that you are all safe and well
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Otterford Parish Council
The Parish Council held a virtual meeting online, using the ‘Zoom’ meeting
facility, on Tuesday 9 June. Attending were OPC Councillors Mike Canham
(Chairman), Charlie Field (Vice Chairman), Lucy Montgomery, and John
Marsden, SCC Cllr John Thorne, SWAT Cllr Ross Henley and the Clerk.
The meeting was held in accordance with the Government’s Local Authority
Coronavirus 2020 Regulations.
Cllr Thorne reported:
•

Consultations on the ‘One Somerset’ local government reorganisation
have begun – you can find out more by going to onesomerset.org.uk

•

Mindline – is a 24-hour helpline 01823 276 892 throughout Somerset
providing a confidential listening service, a safe place to talk if you, or
someone you know, is in distress.

•

NoClosedDoors2020 – a domestic abuse awareness campaign which
promotes www.somersetsurvivors.org.uk where help and advice is
available.

•

The somerset.gov.uk website has up-to-date information and advice
about the coronavirus pandemic

•

Footpaths – The county’s rights of way teams have resumed work on the
footpaths network. Footpaths have remained open throughout lockdown
and the vegetation cutting programme continued with a focus on those
paths which are most popular and those which are prone to becoming
overgrown. [Clerk’s note: take secateurs on your walks and help out!]
The volunteer recruitment programme has been suspended but you
can register an interest in future opportunities here www.volunteering.
somerset.gov.uk.

Cllr Henley reported that SWATDC are considering running some outreach
services in future. He also advised that, for the moment, parking charges are
not being re-introduced in the District, to help support local businesses.
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IYENGAR ® YOGA
Classes at Otterford Parish Hall
with

Tanya Devonshire-Jones
Certified teacher of IYENGAR® yoga

Suitable for young or old, stiff or flexible, fit or not!

Mondays:
Tuesdays:
Fridays:

9.30 - 11.00am

Intermediate class

5.00 - 6.00pm

Beginners class

10.00 - 11.30am

General class

£10
£8
£10

Please bring a folded blanket and a yoga mat if you have one. Some mats available.
All other equipment provided. No need to book, just drop-in and pay per session.

Please phone or email me if you have any queries.

07903 079939 tanya.yogateacher@gmail.com
TM

® used with permission of BKS IYENGAR, Trade Mark Owner.
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Planning Matters
New applications:
29/20/0009 erection of broiler shed at Higher Warrens Farm, Churchinford
(resubmission of 29/18/0004) and
29/20/0011, Erection of a general purpose agricultural building on land at
Otterford:
the Council had no objection to these applications.
Applications granted by SWATDC: 29/20/0003, Replacement of poultry
building at Higher Warrens Farm, Churchinford.
Dog fouling in Bishopswood seems to have improved, except at the bottom
of the bridleway. Please pick up after your dog! Thank you to the volunteers
who empty our two dog waste bins every week.
Projects/activities/events
The lower Bishopswood noticeboard has now been moved from the
Candlelight car park (where it was being damaged by cars) to near the
bus stop on the road. Other works carried out include replacing the swing
seats in the playground, getting some potholes fixed and clearing a grille in
Whatley Lane. And at long last we hope to fund the work to solve the water
leak onto the road opposite the Candlelight which is so dangerous in winter.
Works are subject to final SCC approval but should start soon.
The Council agreed to hold the July Litter pick, but with strict social
distancing, no car sharing (unless from same household) and with no access
to the hall.
COVID 19 Volunteers
Thanks to all those of you who have helped with prescription/shop deliveries
and to those of you we don’t know about who’ve been helping your neighbours
through this dark time. We are so lucky to live in this community.
Date & Time of next meeting:
Tuesday 14 July 2020, at 7.30pm, probably again using ‘Zoom’, unless
anything changes. Please contact the Clerk if you want to observe this
meeting.
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NB: This is not a comprehensive note of the meeting but a summary of
discussions and matters thought to be of interest to readers. A full copy of
the minutes will be on the website (otterfordparishcouncil.org) after the July
meeting.

Penny Hart
DATE

OTTERFORD DIARY - EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 2020 / 2021

11 Jul

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our eighteenth, and very different to
the previous 17! Details being worked up. If you have picked with
us before we’ll email details to you during the week of 4th July:
if you haven’t but would like to this time, contact Penny Hart on
01460 234639 or penny.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk.
See Otterford Snippets, and separate advert for fuller details.
(The event will be cancelled if government instructions harden)

14 Jul

Otterford Parish Council Meeting – A virtual meeting, using the
Zoom application. Please check on noticeboards etc., or contact
the Parish Clerk if you wish to join.
Otterford Parish Council Meeting – A virtual meeting, using the
Zoom application. Please check on noticeboards etc., or contact
the Parish Clerk if you wish to join.
Otterford Parish Council Meeting – A virtual meeting, using the
Zoom application. Please check on noticeboards etc., or contact
the Parish Clerk if you wish to join.
Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our nineteenth – meet at the
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie
alternative) and a hot drink.
Christmas Turkey Bingo. Our ever-popular Christmas
event – with a fresh turkey for each full house winner.
PAY BAR Venue: Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Doors
open 7.00pm; eyes down 8.00pm
The Big Quiz – more details to follow - PAY BAR

11 Aug

8 Sept

14
Nov

11 Dec

30 Jan
21
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20
Mar
21
26
Mar
21
27
Mar
21

Bishopswood Big Breakfast – for your diary, more details to
follow

Spring Bingo – more details to follow - PAY BAR Venue:
Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Doors open 7.00pm; eyes
down 8.00pm
Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twentieth – meet at the
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie
alternative) and a hot drink.
17 Jul Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-first – meet at the
21
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie
alternative) and a hot drink.
13
Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-second – meet at the
Nov
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum
21
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie
alternative) and a hot drink.
17 Dec Christmas Turkey Bingo. Our ever-popular Christmas
21
event – with a fresh turkey for each full house winner.
PAY BAR Venue: Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Doors
open 7.00pm; eyes down 8.00pm
Parish Council meetings are held on the second Tuesday of every month
normally in The Wright Room at the Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Access
via the rear (kitchen) door. Everyone welcome: please contact the Parish
Clerk (01460 234639) if disabled access required. Community Time is at
7.30pm: meetings start by 7.50pm at the latest. PLEASE NOTE THESE
ARE CURRENTLY BEING HELD ON LINE USING THE ZOOM
APP
We have now added most of our 2021 social activities and events. If
organising events/activities yourself – please try to avoid clashing with
our dates.
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BIRD TABLES &
GARDEN PLANTERS
Free local
delivery

Planters & Troughs
Bat Boxes
Bird Tables & Boxes
Hedgehog Houses
Log Stores
www.blackdownwoodcrafts.co.uk
01823 601116 / 07711 504791
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Otterford Snippets
Otterford Community Defibrillators
Located at The Candlelight Inn and at the Parish Hall, both in Bishopswood,
and at The Holman Clavel Inn at Culmhead. In the event of an emergency
you must telephone 999 first, to request assistance from the Ambulance
Service. In addition to despatching necessary assistance they will advise you
of the code to open the cabinet to access a defibrillator.
Otterford ‘Parish Emergency Telephone System’ (PETS)
This is a community run system available to residents of Otterford parish
only, which, in an emergency (whether a cardiac arrest or other), enables a
number of local residents to be contacted to ask for assistance - in particular
collection of a defibrillator - pending the arrival of the emergency services.
If you live in Otterford parish and need this assistance, the number to dial
is 01460 455155.
Otterford Certificated First Aiders
Tanya Hetherington 01460 234706
Penny Hart 01460 234639
John & Penny Gale 01823 601577
John Matthews 01460 234062
(The above have First Aid Kits)
Philip & Nicky Needham 01460 234101 Edwina Wakely 01460 234477
Kathy Shovelton 01460 234958
Books About Otterford
History of Otterford (£10). The history of the Parish up to 1900
View from the Milking Stool (£8). An autobiography by Frederica Tyrrell,
detailing life in Otterford and the Blackdown Hills 60+ years ago
Otterford Remembered (£5). Detailing the lives of Otterford men who fought
and died, or came home, in World War 1.
All books are available from Otterford Parish Council - Contact Penny Hart
on 01460 234639.
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Parish Litter Pick
At the moment we are intending to hold the next Parish Litter Pick – which is
scheduled for Saturday 11th July. A number of people have already expressed
an interest in participating (even though there is bound to be less litter than
we would usually find) but, without doubt, it will be a litter pick like no
other. We will only cancel if government advice hardens again.
Details will be worked up during the first few days in July – when we can
assess the then current government restrictions but first thoughts are that
there will be no use of the hall, that car sharing and picking should only be
with family members, and that participants could pick over one of several
days during the week leading up to 11th July.
If you have picked with us before details will be emailed to you during the
week starting 4th July (probably on the Thursday or Friday): if you haven’t
picked before but would like to do so please contact Penny Hart on 01460
234639 or penny.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Otterford Playing Fields
In line with the government’s instructions the Playing Fields are closed.
Please do not enter.
Otterford Helping Hand
Are you vulnerable and self-isolating? We may be able to help with shopping,
posting letters and parcels, delivering prescriptions, walking your dog, or
just a good old-fashioned chat.
If you have run out of cash we may also be able to help – against a BACS
transfer, a cheque, or (if all else fails) an IOU.
After the Pandemic?
We have just started to talk about some sort of normality returning – and how
we might celebrate with a community event. A working title of ‘Otterford
reOpens’, but no time-frame yet as we continue to monitor government
instructions and guidance. Any ideas?
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Your Post Office Outreach
Keeping services and c o m m u n i t i e s alive

BUCKLAND ST MARY OUTREACH

Ca

THE POST OFFICE IN THE CHURCH

Every Wednesday 1.45pm t o 3 . 4 5 p m
n
c
Make e
t hle m o s t o f t h i s i m p o r t a n t local f a c i l i t y
led
on
gov
J o i n y o u r n e i g hebro u r s t h e r e
n chat
f o r te a , cake and am
ent
adv
ice

C h u r c h i n f o r d & D i s t r i c t C o m m u n i t y Shop & P o s t O f f i c e
For i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a c t Ruth 01823 6 0 1 0 2 6
shopmanager@churchinfordshop.co.uk
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Otterford Church 100 Club Winners
May
59
4
34
39

Shirley Haydon
Sue Marsden
Peter Naylor
Edwina Wakley

£20
£15
£10
£5

Southwest Heritage Trust
The South West Heritage Trust is looking to create a community archive
to ensure the stories of individuals and communities are kept as a historical
record. We are asking people to record their experiences during the
coronavirus pandemic to let future generations know what we've been going
through.
We are seeking contributions across a range of topics, including key workers,
the economy, food, home schooling, nature and community.
Contributions can be submitted using a simple form on the trust's website
at https://swheritage.org.uk/somerset-archives/coronavirus-communityarchive/ - alternatively, paper copies can be submitted to the heritage
centres in Norton Fitzwarren, Exeter or Barnstaple when they reopen.

National Trust
Socially distanced repair work to much loved monument continues
Despite needing to ensure building work is carried out in a socially distant
way, vital restoration work on the Wellington Monument in Somerset, has
successfully continued.
Throughout its 200 years the Wellington Monument has had a turbulent
history. With false starts in its construction, failing repairs and a lack
of funds, the structure has struggled to stay in a good state of repair.
Deterioration and the danger of falling masonry led to the building being
closed and a fence erected.
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1895 - 2020

Taking care of your loved ones with the dignity and respect that they deserve

Hemyock Funeral Directors
Est 1895

4th Generation
Independent Family Business
A complete personal service to suit your wishes,
arrangements can be made in the comfort
of your own home.
Serving the Blackdown Hills and Culm Valley

07860 390002
24 hours a day

Culmstock Road,
Hemyock, EX15 3RJ

pringandson@aol.com

Proud provider of Golden Charter Plans

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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01884 32855

9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

NVQ Qualifkation
Housekeeping
Shopping
Personal \:arc at home
Meal Prep
Companionship
Dog Walking
Sillmg Service

50 Fore Street,
Cullompton, EX15 1LB

www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk

However, at the end of 2019, a major conservation project got underway.
Current global circumstances could have meant the restoration would once
again be halted.
Mark Holland, Site Manager for Sally Strachey Conservation commented,
‘We’ve been dismantling the pyramidion (the top section) and now the
counterweight and rusting iron assembly have been dismantled and are now
stored at ground level, alongside the stone from the pyramidion.’
Mark continued: ‘This week we have started on the first batch of anchorties (which help to strengthen the structure), they are all located on the
lower third. Once this phase is complete, we will be starting with the cavity
grouting; trials for this will commence next week. We will then continue
upward, grouting all voids in one metre increments. Currently the team of
six stone masons have replaced about 80 stones.’
Helen Sharp, Project Manager for the Trust added, ‘We are grateful to the
community for their continued support of the project during these unusual
times. We want to make sure they know that we continue to commit to
looking after Wellington Monument.’
The project to repair the monument will cost £3.45m, with funding
received from grant-giving bodies, and donors. It is also with thanks to the
community who have also been very generous with their donations that the
National Trust have raised a total of £2.95m.
Rebecca Pow, MP for Taunton Deane said,
‘I have been involved with this project from the outset having secured
initial funding from the Libor Fund of £1m. This is a very challenging
project and has been made even more so during the pandemic, but the
National Trust and the contractor have made it possible to progress the
work following all the correct measures, which is a testament to their
skills and dedication. I would like to thank all those who have been
involved in furthering this project in a range of ways and those who
have made donations so that the restoration of this iconic Monument
is possible. It’s a real symbol for the area heralding the gateway to the
South West. I pledged to work to restore the Monument when I was
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first elected and am delighted that working with the National Trust
and the local community, we are nearing our goal.’
The National Trust are still fundraising for the repair of the monument with
just under £500k left to raise. Donations towards the appeal can be made at:
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wellingtonmonumentappeal.

Marie Curie
Marie Curie’s famous Blooming Great Tea Party is going virtual this year
and the charity needs tea party hosts in Somerset more than ever before
to make up for the devastating effect the coronavirus crisis has had on the
charity’s income.
The end of life charity is calling on you to throw a Blooming Virtual Tea
Party from home this summer. While staying indoors is the new normal,
throwing a virtual tea party is a fun way to stay connected to the ones you
love during this time and a great way to support nurses working on the
frontline of the crisis.
In people’s homes across Somerset, the charity is caring for people with
terminal illnesses, as well as people with Covid-19, and is protecting the
NHS by keeping patients away from hospital. However, as the charity
has stepped up its support for the nation, its fundraising income has been
devastated by the impact of lockdown measures – it had to cancel its Great
Daffodil Appeal in March and closed all its charity shops shortly after.
That is why the charity and its celebrity ambassador, Mel Giedroyc, are
encouraging everyone to download Zoom, Skype or Houseparty and
connect with friends and family while raising some money at the same time.
Cake lover and tea party extraordinaire, Mel Giedroyc says: “You can bake it,
fake it, brew it or stew it – whatever your cup of tea, Marie Curie’s Blooming
Great Tea Party is going ‘virtual’ this year and it’s a simple way to keep in
touch with your chums, while raising money for a wonderful cause, which,
I think you’ll agree, we all need right now.
“Marie Curie needs to raise a massive £2.5million each week to care for the
tens of thousands of people who need its nursing and hospice care. This
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year, the amazing nurses and frontline staff need you more than ever, as the
fundraising events they rely on have all been cancelled.
“I’ve met their nurses before. They are inspiring, kind, caring and loving
people who are currently caring for people at the end of their lives and
keeping people out of hospital, helping the NHS cope with the Coronavirus
crisis. Every last crumb of the money you raise will help people at the end of
their lives. So please join me by raising a cuppa, and some money, in your
lounge or garden for the Marie Curie Nurses on the front line”.
Riona Houghton, Marie Curie Community Fundraiser in Somerset said:
“Our Blooming Great Tea Party looks a little different this year but I think
everyone needs an excuse to meet up with their friends and family – online
of course – and check in on the people they love. If you can do that while
raising some money for Marie Curie, then your generous donations will
enable us to help even more people at the end of their lives get the care they
need in this time of uncertainty.
“We rely on the support of the amazing public to ensure our nurses can
keep caring for people. And while the coronavirus crisis has badly impacted
our fundraising events, we hope by going virtual we’ll be able to raise the
vital funds we need to keep supporting people in our communities across
Somerset.”
To register as a Blooming Virtual Tea Party host visit www.mariecurie.org.
uk/teaparty or call 0800 716 146 for you fundraising pack full of hints, tips,
recipes and fundraising ideas.
Stuck for recipe ideas? You can find plenty of inspiration on the Marie Curie
website or why not try out this Coffee, Walnut and Baileys Cake recipe
kindly provided by Marie Curie South West Community Fundraiser Lynda
Thomas.
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Coffee, Walnut and Baileys cake
Cake:
8oz butter or soft margarine
8oz caster sugar
8oz self-raising flour
4 eggs
1 tsp baking powder
1 tablespoon coffee essence
2oz chopped walnuts
Filling:
¼ pt fresh double cream
And a good dash of baileys
Topping:
Glacé icing made with approx. 4oz icing sugar and approx. 2 tablespoons of
coffee essence
Truffles and flaked almonds
Method:
Grease two 8” sandwich tins
and line the base of each with
greased baking parchment.
Cream together the butter and
sugar. Add the flour, baking
powder and then eggs and coffee
essence. Mix together and then
add the chopped walnuts.
Divide into two tins and bake
for 25 mins on 180 oC/ Fan 160
oC/Gas 4 until well risen and
golden brown.
Whip cream until stands in soft
peaks, gently mix in baileys.
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When sponge is cold remove from tins and sandwich together with the
cream mixture.
For topping mix icing sugar with coffee essence to make a spreadable icing,
make sure it is not too runny. Spread over the top of the cake and decorate
with truffles and flaked almonds.
Enjoy!
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RINGBOROUGH DESIGN AND PLANNING
Helping you build
your dream home

Guillaume Dijon
Ringborough House
Churchinford, Taunton TA3 7EB

Telephone: 01823 421 049
Mobile: 07892 406 096
Email: gdijon@consultant.com
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Beware of rogue mattress and garden furniture sellers
Rogue traders work across Devon and Somerset selling mattresses and
garden furniture from the back of vans. They try to persuade people they’d
be getting a good deal on these items, when in fact they may be unsafe and
fail to comply with flammability regulations or might already be worn out,
stolen or overpriced. The goods may be wrapped so you don’t know what
you’re buying.
The traders may also not provide the correct paperwork and 14-day coolingoff period, and may give bogus details so they can’t be traced.
If you are approached at home or out and about and offered goods from the
back of a van, don’t buy anything. If you do want to buy the types of items
being offered, get them from a reputable business that provides paperwork
including a legitimate address.
You can ask friends and family to recommend good businesses. Alternatively,
you can find local, trustworthy businesses through the Buy With Confidence
scheme. All businesses in the scheme are vetted, approved and monitored by
Trading Standards. Visit buywithconfidence.gov.uk or call 01392 383430 to
get details of local businesses.
This article has been written by Devon, Somerset and Torbay Trading
Standards Service https://www.devonsomersettradingstandards.gov.uk/
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� Buckland St Mary

� Church of England Primary School & Nursery
"An Outstanding Pre-School" Ofsted 2015
We offer a caring, friendly, happy and stimulating environment with
highly trained staff who tailor a personalised education for every child
from 2.5 years old. Now situated in our beautiful new premises nestled
in the Blackdown Hills and with access to all school facilities and
resources.
Open Monday- Friday 9am - 2.55pm (Thursdays by arrangement)
Wrap around care offered from 8am-5:30pm daily
To arrange a visit or for a prospectus please visit
www.bucklandstmaryceprimaryschool.co.uk or call 01460 234251

Buckland St Mary Baby & Toddler Group
Toys and equipment suitable for newborns and upward
Ride-on toys, a slide, table top activities and refreshments
2nd and 4th Thursday mornings 9:00am -11:30am
at Otterford Parish Hall (Bishopswood)
For more details please ring Melanie Tuffill on:
01460 234325 or just pop in!
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Churchstanton Primary is a welcoming and friendly school in a unique rural location,
surrounded by beautiful countryside in the heart of the Blackdown Hills.
We are fortunate enough to have a forest, two playgrounds, a games field and an
adventure trail, as well as before and after school care provision.
We are part of a vibrant rural community, offering a creative and challenging curriculum,
helping our children achieve their highest potential.
We currently have spaces available - please contact Claire Halstead on 01823 601354
Churchstanton Primary School is a very special place to begin your child's education.

Learning in the heart of the forest

•
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Valid until 31.12.2020
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Maths Tuition
GCSE and A level Maths Tuition from Maths Post Graduate with Ten Years
Experience in One To One Tuition.
All Lessons Tailored to the Individual, taught in a dedicated teaching space in
Buckland St. Mary.
DBS Checked.
01460 234829 07928 590269
harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com

95

Advertising in the CBO News - Scale of Charges

Size of advertisement in millimetres

Monthly

Annually

Pink Pages

B/W Colour (no commercial
advertisements)
(1/4 x A5 Size) 124w x 44h (Landscape) £7
£47
£80
N/A
(1/4 x A5 Size) 61w x 91h (Portrait)
£7
£47
£80
N/A
(1/2 x A5 Size) 124w x 91h (Landscape) £16
£78
£150 £2
(A5 Size) 124w x 185h (Portrait)
£23
£125 £280 £4
The CBO News accepts no liability for:
1. Any claims made by advertisers.
2. Any errors or omissions in the advertisement as submitted by the advertiser.
3. Any legal action as a result of the advertisement.
Acceptance of an advert into the Pink Pages is at the discretion of the CBO News
editorial team. We seek to uphold the purpose of the Pink Pages - namely to support
local charities, community groups and clubs, fund-raising activities, and non-commercial
activities, either taking place in the CBO parishes, or in the wider area where they may
be deemed to be of interest to our readers - by charging a nominal advertising fee that
is reflective of the non-commercial nature of the event taking place.

Copy deadlines for the August 2020 issue:
Adverts: noon,Tuesday 7th July 2020
Editorial: noon,Tuesday14th July 2020
Editor: 			
			

Jon Mayled - 1 Stephens Cottages, Buckland St Mary, TA20 3SL		
email: editors@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234181

Advertising Manager &
Treasurer:

Josh Strickland - Beech House, Bishopswood, TA20 3RS
e-mail: adverts@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234144

Pink Pages:

Dave Jefferies - email: pinkpages@cbonews.org.uk

Subscription Managers:
Churchstanton - Pat Stenning - 1 Lambpark Court, Churchinford, TA3 7PL
			Tel: 01823 602926
			
			

Buckland St Mary - Bill Butt - Old Post Office, Buckland St Mary, Chard,
TA20 3SJ Tel: 01460 234225

			
Otterford - Penny Gale - Lower Fyfett Barn, Otterford, Chard, TA20 3QP
			Tel: 01823 601577
Cover Photo:		
			

© Oliver Hellowell 2020
https://www.facebook.com/OliverHellowellPhotographer/

The CBO News team is nominated by the Parish Councils & Parochial Church Councils of
Churchstanton, Buckland St Mary & Otterford. The Editor’s decision to publish is final.
Opinions expressed are those of the contributors not the editorial team.
CBO News is published by the CBO News team & printed by Parish Mag Printers Ltd, Old Sarum
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The Blackdown Practice
Hemyock
Surgery & DIspensary
Churchinford			
Dunkeswell
Monday:
08.00 - 18.30*		
15.00 - 18.00			
08.30 - 12.30
								15.00 - 18.00
Tuesday:
08.00 - 18:30*		
08.30 - 12.30			
08.30 - 12.30
				15.00 - 18.00					
Wednesday: 08.00 - 18.30*		
08.30 - 12.30			
08.30 - 12.30
					 			15.00 - 18.00
Thursday:
08.00 - 18.30*		
08.30 - 12.30			
08.30 - 12.30
				15.00 - 18.00
Friday:
08.00 - 18.30*		
08.30 - 12.30			
8.30 - 12.30
				
* Hemyock dispensary is closed between 1.00 and 2.00.
Hemyock:				Appointments & enquiries		01823 680206
				Dispensary 			01823 680007
				Fax (Repeat prescriptions)		01823 680680
Churchinford:			
Appointments & enquiries		
01823 681700
Dunkeswell:			
Appointments & Dispensary		
01823 681720
Blackdown Support Group: 		
Elizabeth McNabb			
01823 681036
Church View Surgery
Monday: 				
8.00 - 6.30
Tuesday: 				
8.00 - 6.30
Wednesday:			
8.00 - 6.30
Thursday: 				
8.00 - 6.30
Friday: 				
8.00 - 6.30
				
				Appointments & enquiries		01460 55300
				Dispensary			01460 55511
Hospitals: Musgrove Park
Honiton & District
Yeovil & District

01823 333444
01404 540540
01935 475122

Chard & District		
St Margaret’s Hospice		

01460 238220
01823 259394

Police
Buckland St Mary
(Chard Rural West)
Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant:
Rob Jameson
Neighbourhood Beat Manager: 		
Alan Hollick
Police Community Support Officers:
Gareth Allington
				Julie Middleditch
Neighbourhood Watch:		

Neil Arnold - neil.j.arnold@gmx.co.uk

Churchstanton & Otterford
(East Taunton & Rural)
Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant:
Charmaine Dyne
Police Community Support Officers:
Tony Wearmouth 07889 655312
				Steve Chapman steve.chapman@avonand somerset.police.uk
Partnership Support Office:		
Emma Tyson
Non-urgent reporting: 101 - if something is URGENT (burglary / fight in progress etc.) ring 999
0800-55111 To report suspicious activity and intelligence matters anonymously through Crime stoppers
Email: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact-us/
Website: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk
Letters: Taunton Police Station, The Deane House, Belvedere Road, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1HE
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Useful Contact Details

Please contact us if you have any changes you would like us to make to this list.
Churchstanton: http://www.churchstantonpc.co.uk
Somerset West & Taunton District Councillor – Ross Henley			
01823 665988
			
		
Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Ian Firth
Cllr.I.Firth@churchstantonpc.co.uk
0781 3214535
Clerk to the Parish Council - Julie Wardle clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk		
01823 299788
Village Hall bookings - Denise Lloyd 					
01823 602700
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris 		
01823 421395
Churchstanton Primary School: Head Teacher - Claire Halstead
		
01823 601354
						 SCH.105@educ.somerset.gov.uk
Churchinford Community Shop						01823 601026
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper						01823 601347
Tower Captain - Ian Hooper						
01823 601347
Buckland St Mary: http://www.buckland-st-mary.org.uk
South Somerset District Councillors – Jenny Kenton 				
07921 574019
					
jenny.kenton@southsomerset.gov.uk
			
– Martin Wale			
01460 65190
			
martin.wale@southsomerset.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Steve Albon					
01460 234035
Clerk to the Parish Council - Veronica Moore		
vmmoore21@hotmail.co.uk
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board				
01460 234200
Neighbourhood Watch - Neil Arnold					01460 234693
Buckland St Mary C.E. Primary School: CEO - Suzanne Flack			
01460 234251
Executive Head of School - Gareth Nation
http://www.bucklandstmaryceprimaryschool.sch.uk
Churchwarden - Jon Mayled						01460 234181
Tower Captain - Keith Every					
01460 234620
Otterford: http://otterfordparishcouncil.org
Somerset West & Taunton District Councillor – Ross Henley			
01823 665988
			
Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Mike Canham					
01460 234639
					
mike.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Clerk to the Parish Council - Penny Hart				
01460 234639
Village Hall bookings - Amanda Williams					
01460 234264
						 bookings@otterfordparishhall.co.uk
The Hub - Communications - Peter Naylor			
		
01823 601106
Churchwarden - David Ruthven						01823 601455
General:
Somerset County Councillor (Buckland St Mary) - Amanda Broom 		
01460 62102
Somerset County Councillor (Otterford & Churchstanton) - John Thorne		
01823 663146
						
JBThorne@somerset.gov.uk
Blackdown Community Bus		blackdownbus@gmail.com		07762 813967
Bishopswood Chapel
Chris Sussex							01460 234270
Blackdown Benefice
Rector - Revd Jim Fallon		
Associate Priest - Revd Dr Nick Griffin

revfallon@btinternet.com		
ngriffin84@gmail.com (Wed/Sun)		

01823 421757
07724 066293

Blackdown Hills AONB - Katherine Findlay 				
01823 680682
					
katherine.findlay@devon.gov.uk
TDBC Health Response Unit					
01823 356337
Wessex Water						
0845 6004600
Bristol Water							0800 373501
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The Whyte House Dental Group,
89 Fore Street, Topsham, Exeter
Telephone: 01392 877494
www.thewhytehouse.com

A life-changing alternative to conventional full dentures

ATTENTION DENTURE WEARERS
ARE YOU HAVING ANY OF THESE ISSUES WITH YOUR DENTURES
Gum ulcers
Bone pain
Multiple clinical visits to adjust them
Dentures move
Worried about eating out

Have to use glue at every meal and hate the taste
Worried the glue is not healthy
Loss confidence and they look fake
Can’t see the teeth when you smile
Can’t eat apples, steak, tomatoes

FREE IMPLANT CONSULTATION
THE
SOLUTIONS

1. Fixed teeth in a day.
(Teeth screwed in)

2. Dentures stabilised by 2 implants.

Monthly Payments

Single implant from £66 per month.
T and Cs apply

Full assessment needed to establish if you are suitable for the treatment
Finance packages. (T&Cs; Apply)

“Delighted with my fixed bridge and after care at The Whyte
House. They feel like my own teeth.“
Geoff Topsham
“The difference it has made to me from eating out to my
smile, money well spent”
Maria Devon
“I have had a lot of problems with my teeth and Grant has
been the only dentist to give me hope for an acceptable
outcome. I really appreciate the rapport and honest
conversation we have had and continue to have.
Thank you Grant.”
D.T Devon

RESULT - EAT THE FOODS YOU LOVE
Fixed teeth in a day by an expert.
Dr Brookshaw first qualified in 1996 from the University of Dundee. Then in 1999 he gained his Masters degree in
Oral Surgery from the University of Sheffield and further extended his clinical qualification in 2001 by completing an
18 month Implant Training Programme.
In 2009, he attained the highest honours award in the implant masters program from University of California Los Angeles/Gide program.
Richard was also one of the first six in the UK to gain The Diploma in Implant Dentistry from the Royal College of Surgeons,
Edinburgh at its first sitting.
Dr Richard Brookshaw BDS BMedSci (oral surgery) Dip Imp Dent RCS Ed (practice limited to implant dentistry)
GDC number 72150
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■ Hold your special celebration or wedding in our
stunning clubhouse or join in our organised social
activities.

Taunton & Pickeridge Golf Club, Corfe, Taunton TA3 7BY
Telephone: 01823 421537
mail@tauntongolf.co.uk www.tauntongolf.co.uk

We look forward to welcoming you

And for the more active, our 2020 membership is now open with flexible categories from just £199. Outside or
inside, make this the year you try something or somewhere new. Follow us on
and
for our latest offers.

■ Lounge in our bar over coffee and cake, a refreshing
cold drink and our range of daytime homemade pub
classics and snacks.
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■ Book our airy, luxurious conference room from just
£25 for local businesses and community groups.

More than just a Golf Club

■ Enjoy a Sunday carvery with unrivalled countryside
views. Choose 1, 2 or 3 courses from £10.95.
Booking essential.

100

