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Call us today: 01823 480 338 | Email: info@hatchgreencoaches.co.uk
Hatch Green Coaches | Hatch Green Garage, Taunton, Somerset, TA3 6TN

www.hatchgreencoaches.co.uk

Private Coach Hire

Hire one of our luxury coaches to take 
your club or group on a day out or to a 

sporting fixture. We offer air conditioned 
coaches with at-seat USB charging. Our 

professional drivers look forward to 
taking you to your destination. 

Book a Class 4, Class 5 or Class 7 M.O.T. 
at our purpose-built workshops. We can 

accommodate large camper vans too. 
Our experienced mechanics offer their 

wealth of knowledge to ensure your 
vehicle is safe & legal to drive. 

PLEASE CONTACT US TO BOOK TODAY

M.O.T. Service

Explore the west country on one of our day trips. From coastal towns to historic cities, 
we offer a range of destinations for you to enjoy. Local pick-up points make it even 

easier for you to enjoy a day out. View our website for the latest destinations and dates.

Day Trips from Hatch Green Coaches
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Editorial

While the editor welcomes material for publication in the CBO News, it is not guaranteed that any item will be 
included or will appear in a particular edition. The right to edit or shorten any items which are used is reserved. 
Publication is in good faith and does not imply accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed.

Dear Readers,

So, for the second month, CBO News will come through your letterbox or 
can be picked up from the shop.

CBO News will be online only until further notice at https://www.cbonews.
org.uk. (Also, it is now in full colour!) We do not want to risk the lives of 
our distributors, our readers or the staff and volunteers of the Churchinford 
Community Shop.

Howsever, until the end of the lockdown, CBO News will be free. Your 
subscriptions will start again when we can resume printed publication. 

We realise, of course, that many of our subscribers are not online, so please, 
if you can, print off any relevant articles and pass on to them.

We ae all experiencing the surprises and hardships of the lockdown and, to 
try to ensure that everyone has the information they need, CBO News the 
Parish Councils and the Blackdown Benefice produced a flyer of information 
which was, we hope, delivered to every house in the three parishes. This can 
also be viewed on our website: https://www.cbonews.org.uk.

We have included as much information as we can in the following pages.

Community Support Groups have been established in our villages and are 
doing phenomenal work to help people in every way that they can, from 
shopping, collecting prescriptions and simply being available for a chat.

We simply ask that you observe the government’s directions about travel, 
isolation and self-distancing and, most importantly, ‘Keep Safe’.

Until next month,

Jon, Josh & Dave 
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Keeping connected!

As we continue to move through the Covid-19 pandemic, we are 
looking at new ways to keep people informed of what is happening 
and also to offer support in any way in which we can.

On our website CBO News you will find the latest edition and also 
more Covd-19 information. You can also join us on Facebook at 
CBO News

The Blackdown Benefice website contains details of online services 
etc. There is also a new Benefice Facebook group.

The Blackdown Support Group is also on Facebook

On WhatsApp there is a Bishopswood / Otterford group.

https://www.cbonews.org.uk/coronavirus/page1/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/856762104801555
http://www.blackdownbenefice.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/297939117864008/
https://www.blackdownsupportgroup.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/BlackdownSupportGroup/
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UPDATE FROM BLACKDOWN SUPPORT GROUP

As for all of us, individuals and organisations alike, the last two 
months at the BSG has been a time we will never forget. It seems a 
lifetime ago, in early March, that we started thinking very seriously 
about how we were going to be affected by Covid-19 and how we 
could best support those who would need the most help.

Since then, all of our lives have been turned upside down, but we 
are hugely fortunate to be part of such resilient and supportive 
communities in the Blackdowns, which have risen to the challenges 
we have collectively faced in an impressive and humbling way.

Working with Parish Councils and community groups across the area, 
we have seen a huge response to our requests for volunteer support 
with shopping, prescription deliveries and telephone befriending.

Over 200 new volunteers came forward across the parishes of 
Churchinford, Otterford, Buckland St Mary, Clayhidon, Culmstock, 
Hemyock and Dunkeswell to offer their help in the early stages of 
the crisis and we are hugely grateful for that response – thank you 
to all of those people. This is twice the total number of volunteers 
we normally work with across the entire Blackdown Hills area and 
we hope that some of those people will be able to become long-term 
BSG volunteers as we move forward with re-establishing some of our 
normal services in the future.

The number of Coronavirus cases in the Blackdowns has been 
mercifully low so far compared to some parts of the country and we 
have not had the need to call on everyone who offered their services 
– we hope that this continues to be the case in the weeks and months 
to come but we are prepared and ready to support anyone who needs 
us, whatever happens.
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Many people have needed to utilise the services of their local volunteers 
and their local businesses, who have been an integral part of supporting 
the community at this time. We hope that this has helped those people 
to feel that support is there for them whenever required.

We were also able to offer volunteer support to the Blackdown Practice 
to enable them to move very quickly to 100% prescription delivery 
across the entire Practice catchment area. This has been enormously 
helpful in reducing unnecessary journeys for patients and reducing 
footfall and risk of infection at the Practice sites.

We are now looking at how we can safely restart our medical transport 
service, to enable people who do not drive to get to important or 
critical medical appointments which may have been postponed during 
the crisis. 

To that end we are seeking new Volunteer Drivers to join the BSG at 
a time when many of our regular drivers are unable to help. This role 
would involve using your own car to collect and take patients to the 
relevant destination and return them home afterwards. PPE and full 
guidance on how to do so safely will be provided and a DBS check is 
required. This work usually takes place Monday to Friday during the 
day, but it can be flexible and fit around other commitments you may 
have.

If you would like to offer your services as a Volunteer Driver or if you 
would like to have a conversation with us to find out more, please 
email Elizabeth McNabb bsg.elizabeth@nhs.net

If you would like to make an enquiry regarding transport for a medical 
appointment you can do so on the usual number - 01823 681 036, 
Monday to Friday between 9 and 11am
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Whilst the Bailey & Down service is suspended, call 01460 76333. FJ Broom & Partners 
are delivering milk/ cream/ eggs/ butter/ OJ on Mondays, Wemdesdays and Fridays.
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Whilst the Bailey & Down service is suspended, call 01460 76333. FJ Broom & Partners 
are delivering milk/ cream/ eggs/ butter/ OJ on Mondays, Wemdesdays and Fridays.
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Due to the current situation with Covid-19  all of our volunteers have 
been phoning, not only their own beneficiary but also others who have 
been referred to us from various agencies.  Many of those who have had 
phone calls would just love to have a volunteer Visitor of their own and 
we have now got many people in your area who would benefit from this 
support therefore we are seeking more volunteers.  
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Blackdown Benefice

Bishopswood Chapel

All Church Services are cancelled until further notice. The Benefice 
churches are all closed. Keep up-to-date by visiting the Benefice 
website: https://www.blackdownbenefice.org.uk or joining our 
Facebook group.

All Chapel Services and Bible Study meetings are cancelled until 
further notice. 

Other Useful Information
Pubs and others in the area offering takeaway meals:

York Inn, Churchinford - 01823 213115

Green Dragon, Combe St Nicholas - 01460 63311

Holman Clavel Inn, Culmhead - 01823 421070

Country Fare Catering - 07980 921171

Some pubs and shops are also offering a local delivery 
service. Please check with them for details.

Barleymow’s Farm Shop - 01460 62130

For those who are self isolating and do not have anyone able 
to run errands on their behalf we are offering a local delivery 
service – please telephone 01460 62130 for more information.

Bonner’s of Ilminster, Wineworld & Ilminster Home Hardware

are offering a free delivery service to all those 
who are finding it difficult to shop

01460 52465
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Beware the coronavirus scams
The coronavirus crisis is providing fresh opportunities for fraudsters to 
strike, particularly as people are now spending most of their time at 
home.

Whether it is con artists appearing on the doorstep and posing as good 
samaritans, or bogus emails and phone calls received while people work 
at home from laptops, criminals are cynically trying to cash in.

“Scams are among the most prevalent types of crime in the UK, so it is 
seriously worrying that coronavirus is creating a perfect environment for 
fraudsters and scammers to thrive using a range of loathsome tactics,” 
says Kate Bevan, Which? computing editor.

“Help protect yourself by being extra cautious before clicking on 
any unsolicited emails and texts or answering calls. Make sure your 
computers, mobile phones and tablets are supported by the latest 
security updates, and consider installing antivirus software to minimise 
threats,” Bevan adds.

Browsing online 

If you see an item you have been searching for is in stock online, it can 
be tempting to just snap it up. But before you click the buy button, 
bear in mind that Action Fraud says many reports are related to online 
shopping scams, where people have ordered protective face masks, hand 
sanitiser, and other products, which have never arrived.

More information on how to shop online safely is available on the 
website actionfraud.police.uk/shoponlinesafely 

Police are also warning people to watch out for loan fraud, where ‘fast 
loans’ are offered and the victim pays a fee up-front after being told it is 
to cover insurance for the loan. But the loan never arrives.
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Emails 

Coronavirus-themed phishing emails are a real threat. They attempt 
to trick people into opening malicious attachments, which could lead 
to personal details, email logins, passwords and banking details being 
stolen. They may appear to come from credible health organisations 
and claim to provide the victim with information on active infections 
in their area.

Also beware of fake refund emails, whether it is a bogus email claiming 
to offer a tax refund from HMRC, or refund scams claiming to be 
offering money back for cancelled trips.

Meanwhile, some parents have also reported receiving bogus emails 
asking them to send their bank details in order to receive free school 
meals.

Beware of charity scams, where fraudsters pose as street fundraisers.

Doorstep and street fraudsters 

When people are home alone and family and friends aren’t around, 
they may find themselves particularly vulnerable to approaches 
from strangers calling door-to-door. Beware of charity scams, where 
fraudsters pose as street fundraisers.

Another trick highlighted by National Trading Standards is 
criminals pretending they will do someone’s shopping for them and 
disappearing with the cash.

People turning up on the doorstep may also offer fake items, with 
fake sanitisers, face masks and swabbing kits being sold door-to-door 
as well as online. And it is not just your cash that is at risk – these 
products can often be dangerous and unsafe.

Other scams 

Criminals will prey on people’s financial worries. With recent 
stock market volatility, many savers will have concerns about their 
pensions and investments. So watch out for fake offers of investment 
and trading opportunities to ‘take advantage’ of the downturn.
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A new rainbow from Birchwood
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Jim’s Thought
As we continue to journey through these challenging times, and amidst the 
terrible suffering that we have seen and heard about around the globe, many 
of us have felt inspired and moved by the countless acts of human generosity 
and togetherness we have witnessed.

People have also spoken of a growing sense of community and having time 
to reflect on how we live, how we spend our time and what we truly value, 
all brought about by this enforced period of isolation.

So how as Christians, should we continue to respond to these challenges 
brought about by Covid-19?

Be responsible and be patient. 

Whilst many are yearning for a return to normal, the reality is that we are 
going to have to redefine what is normal, as our nation strives slowly to 
move out of lockdown. It is so important that we are responsible and take all 
appropriate measures to protect not just ourselves but the wider population.

Sadly this means that for the time being our churches will remain closed, 
but the Church is not simply the building, it’s the people of God and 
there are many of you who are working hard in numerous way to help our 
communities, for example offering pastoral support or delivering or picking 
up food and medication for a neighbour and working together with many 
other support groups across the Blackdown Hills.

And as a group of churches we are committed to looking out for the most 
vulnerable in our community in any way we can,

Fellowship 

Like so many organisations our churches are having to re-evaluate how they 
can be effective in this current situation.

The Blackdown Benefice is determined to find new ways to enable us to 
continue to worship and pray together.

I heard of a wonderful story on the radio recently of a man who lives in a 
part of the world where Christian’s are being persecuted and are unable to 
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LISTENING CHAPLAINCY PHONELINE 
Serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire 

 
We are a faith-based service offering chaplaincy support  
for people of all faiths and none in times of emergency 

 
Are you recently bereaved or concerned about end of life issues? 

Are you a key worker overwhelmed by what you are facing or dealing with at work? 
Are you worried about someone who is seriously ill, especially if you can’t visit them? 

Are you anxious about the effect that the COVID 19 crisis is having on your life?  
Maybe you would just like someone from the faith communities to talk to. 

 

If you live in the Bristol, Somerset or South Gloucestershire area:  

Call 0330 229 1700 ● 8am-11pm ● 7 days a week 

 

CARING and CONFIDENTIAL  
 

The Faith Communities Major Emergencies Team serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire 

0330 229 1700 
8am-11pm 

7 days a week 
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gather in public. However, because of lock down, this man was able to tune 
into the first Archbishop of Canterbury’s live stream service and the man 
stated with great emotion,

I have worshipped alone for many years, but today I worshipped with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury!

Our Benefice is holding a Zoom service every Sunday at 10.30 am and you 
can find details of how to join the service on our website, https://www.
blackdownbenefice.org,  where you will also find a whole range of resources 
to help you. All are welcome.

We have launched a new face book page Blackdown Benefice and our clergy 
team are doing all they can to contact parishioners by phone to offer help 
and support where needed or simply to chat

Opportunity

There is a fabulous report by Bob Jackson & George Fisher entitled 
Everybody Welcome Online which discusses in detail how we might respond 
as Christians to the current crisis and what opportunities might be realised.

The early Christian communities under the occupation of Rome also had to 
worship from home, but in time the huge network of roads that spanned the 
Roman Empire would enable the Gospel message to be shared with millions 
of people across the globe. 

Christians today are more than ever having to be creative and to try new 
ways to communicate, to worship and to pray as a community of faith.

In every crisis there is opportunity. We are seeing so many wonderful 
examples of people living out their faith and showing love, compassion, and 
generosity to their neighbours. Let us continue to patient and responsible 
in the face of adversity and to strive to work together to continue to build a 
united Christian community.

Yours

Jim
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Visible vs the Invisible
Visible vs the Invisible
Humans find assurance and comfort, 
in the display of the natural
Nothing in the visible is guaranteed
People can perish and all that remains of them are memories
Material things can be destroyed and stolen
Our jobs can be taken away
Our homes can be taken away
In a fading world, filled with sickness and death, turmoil and confusion, 
anger and hunger, tears and fears, injustice and inequality,
Anxiety and worry consume the human race
and trying to find courage and hope is inevitable or meaningless,

There is a greater power in the invisible. 
The invisible shadows us,
A powerful source that can only be 
accessed through faith,
Belief in your heart can take you there, 
A God place, that can be accessed through your spirit man 
and seen with your spiritual eyes
This invisible in the midst of all the chaos 
has the ability alone to restore and repair every bit of brokenness,
The birds of the air and the creatures of the seas, 
He takes care of and they worry not about what they will eat or drink
We are the masterpiece of our creator 
Likewise if we place our trust in Him, will He not take care of us!

Sharon Pillay
(A Poem from one of my sisters in South Africa Ed.)
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CHANGES DUE TO CORONAVIRUS 
Due to the current situation and with many of our volunteers and staff in self - isolation we have 
made some important changes: 

The Post Office 

 Post Office outreach services have been temporarily suspended.  
 The Post Office will be running reduced hours. If you are isolating or vulnerable and 

wondering how you can access services, please do not hesitate to contact the shop 01823 
601026. 

The Shop and Coffee Shop 

 The shop will be open:  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

9am - 10am Shop only (no PO) for vulnerable folk and NHS 

10am - 12noon Shop only (no PO) for everyone 

12noon - 2pm Post Office only – shop closed for restocking 

2pm - 5pm Shop only (no PO) for everyone 

Wednesday 

10am - 12noon Shop only (no PO) for everyone 

12noon - 2pm Post Office only 

2pm - 5pm Shop only (no PO) for everyone 

Saturday 

9am - 2pm Shop only (no PO) for everyone 

Sunday - Closed 

 All shop service will be by front door counter service, customers will be asked for a list which 
will then be selected off the shelves for them and payment taken. 

 All the above measures are to reduce the numbers of people in shop at any one time, to 
minimise exposure for both customers and 'staff' and to reduce queues outside the shop. 

 To avoid waiting we are happy to take orders for collection or delivery at 
www.churchinfordshop.co.uk or on 01823 601026. If delivery is required we have a large 
team of willing volunteers who be happy to oblige. 

 We can now take card payments over the phone or you can place an order online. If needed 
we can also email an invoice which can be paid by BACS.  

 If anyone is struggling to pay for shopping or needs items that are not normally stocked by 
the shop, please call us and we will do what we can to help. 

 The coffee shop is closed to customers and is being solely used for the storage of fresh food, 
food prep and customer order packing. 
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Bishop Ruth’s letter
Recognise the one who stands beside you

‘Stay alert’ is the message as we ‘ease out of lockdown’. We know that for some 
there is little ease as we begin to re-engage with a world that is still fearful 
of Covid-19 and uncertain about its future. The requirement to ‘stay alert’ is 
to encourage us to watch out for signs of the virus and protect ourselves and 
others as necessary. 

We’ve just celebrated Pentecost, often recognised as the birthday of the 
Church. Jesus’ message to his followers as he left them to return to his Father 
was that they were to ‘stay alert’, not to guard against something fearful to 
come but rather to be watchful for the Spirit that would free them from fear. It 
didn’t mean that there weren’t still physical dangers to face but rather that their 
spiritual lives should grow in boldness. We have seen much courage exhibited 
throughout this crisis to date. Key workers have continued to serve us day by 
day even whilst most of us have remained at home. The NHS has quite rightly 
been applauded and appreciated at this time and there are so many more. 

I’ve been especially impressed by our schools and their teams who have largely 
been open throughout this period to be provide care for key worker families 
and vulnerable children. Even at weekends and during this past half term 
holiday they have been tirelessly supporting their local communities. Staying 
alert to the needs of our young, they have shown their commitment and care. 
I want to express my huge gratitude to them! As we move into June we may 
be seeing more children returning to schools having been home-schooled for 
a time. This will not be without fear for some and a need to be especially 
alert to physical dangers. Whatever the situation we find ourselves to be in at 
this point, we are reminded that we have a Comforter, an Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, who strengthens and encourages our faith even at times of doubt and 
anxiety. 

Whether still at home and isolated or beginning a return to wider community 
life, may you find yourself being alert for and recognising the one who stands 
alongside you, the Spirit, who is friend, guardian and comforter.

+Ruth: Taunton
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Thoughts from Bishopswood
I heard a report recently that said that more people were attending online 
services and that 25% of people were now praying every day as a result of 
the corona virus. I imagine that they are praying for personal protection for 
themselves and their family and possibly the demise of the virus nationally 
and worldwide.

I am sure that God is pleased to have their attention and the credit for being 
able to intervene with possible miracles however I doubt if we were able 
to produce the statistics that we would find that Christians are any more 
immune to the virus than anyone else. They are certainly not immune from 
physical death. It hovers very close to 100%.

I’m not saying that God doesn’t occasionally intervene with a miracle but 
that we live in a natural, physical world and he regards them as a last resort. 
Being occasional they don’t affect the statistics. (He leaves governments 
to do that.) If Christians could simply ask and receive miracles of healing 
everyone would become a Christian.

What happens is that people accept God’s intervention when they are in 
danger but forget about him once it is past. I have a friend that asked me, “I 
have had a heart bypass and an operation for cancer. I was scared stiff and 
prayed and I came through them both but have forgotten about God since 
and his presence doesn’t feature in my life. Is that OK?”

I think I replied something along the lines of, “That’s not really on, is it?”

Let us put ourselves in God’s position. He sees people asking for and 
expecting his protection and healing when they need it and ignore him 
the rest of the time. He must see us as a very narcissistic generation, taking 
what we can and expecting to do nothing in return. We expect him to go 
the extra mile for us and to turn the other cheek when we do things to each 
other that offend him. He knows us through and through and sees our self-
serving motives.

Despite this he did something much bigger than a miracle in that he gave his 
son Jesus to die an excruciating death on the cross to provide forgiveness for 
us. If we can see that it is unreasonable to accept a miracle of healing from a 
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heart attack or cancer and not be grateful for it in some way, what would we 
expect God to think if we ignore the gift of his son? Can we expect him to 
open up the gates of heaven and welcome us into his presence when we too 
find that the death rate for the human race still hovers very close to 100%? 

Nyall
Friendly Phone Calls

Friendly Calls provide a lifeline to isolated Older People

Age UK Somerset has adapted its services to meet the needs of local older 
people in these uncertain times. Aiming to reach those who are feeling 
particularly cut-off during self-isolation, the charity have set up a new 
service to alleviate the sense of loneliness experienced by many especially 
those shielding alone.

The Friendly Phone Calls service involves each client receiving a regular 
friendly phone call from a member of Age UK Somerset staff, to check in on 
them and help them to feel more connected. The regular calls lessen anxiety 
and offer clients an opportunity to talk about their concerns, allowing staff 
to signpost them to any other services which may be of further help to 
them. This is a vital service for older people during the lockdown, many of 
whom do not speak to anyone else for days or even weeks.  One lady who is 
receiving a weekly call said of the service 

“It's excellent, a great help. It's one of the things that will help us get through 
this, knowing there's someone who cares enough to call you and see how 
you are getting on. It's nice having someone to talk to and complain to!”   

As more older people register for the service, or are referred to the service 
through partner organisations such as Mind with whom Age UK Somerset 
works as part of the Somerset Mental Health Alliance, so to meet demand 
the local charity has now increased the size of the friendly team so anyone 
over 60 in Somerset or North Somerset can hear a friendly voice on the 
end of the phone to cheer up their day if they request the free service.  To 
register for these Friendly phone calls you call 01823 345610, email info@
ageuksomerset.org.uk or visit the charity’s dedicated new website www.
ageuksomersetcoronavirus.org.uk 
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CANCELLED
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Lockdown Library Service
Somerset Libraries are continuing to support people with their vibrant online 
offer during these challenging times of self-isolation.

Although library buildings are closed, there are thousands of free books, 
audiobooks and even magazines available to download at www.somersetreads.
co.uk. You can even find simple step-by-guides to get you started. 

For anyone without a library card, joining online has never been easier – and 
it’s free! Just visit www.somersetreads.co.uk, click on the ‘join here’ link and 
within minutes you will be able to start downloading some great titles. 

So, whether you are whiling away the hours confined to your home or stuck 
in a queue at the supermarket - you can listen to your favourite author or 
perhaps browse the Radio Times, Good Food Magazine or Gardeners World 
Magazine on your phone. 

If you have already borrowed books or DVDs, you don’t need to return 
items until library buildings are able to re-open and of course there will be 
no overdue charges to worry about.

There is also an exciting range of content available via social media, including 
story-times, fun activities and links to reliable sources of support, all curated 
by information professionals. Just search for Somerset Libraries on Twitter 
or Instagram or look for Somerset Libraries UK on Facebook.

Councillor David Hall, County Council Cabinet Member with responsibility 
for libraries, said: “Our library service is so much more than just buildings 
and has been adapting to the new digital world for some time. Now, more 
than ever before, these fantastic online services are crucial in the council’s 
effort to support our communities during these challenging times of social 
distancing.”

Help and support is always available – the Somerset Libraries website has a 
wealth of useful information or you can email LibrariesMail@Somerset.gov.
uk
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Otterford Parish Council
The Parish Council held a virtual meeting online, using the Zoom meeting 
facility, on Tuesday 12 May. Attending were OPC Councillors Mike 
Canham (Chairman), Charlie Field (Vice Chairman), Lucy Montgomery, 
John Marsden, Phil Wright, SCC Cllr John Thorne, SWAT Cllr Ross 
Henley and the Clerk. 

The meeting was held in accordance with the Government’s Local Authority 
Coronavirus 2020 Regulations.

Cllr Thorne reported that: 

• SCC meetings are now being held online and members of the public can 
observe and ask questions as normal. To do so, pre-register by calling 
07790577336 or 07811 313837 or 07790 577232, or by emailing 
democraticservices@somerset.gov.uk and provide a landline or mobile 
telephone number. Details of meetings are available here https://bit.
ly/2YiKBRb. 

• An edition of the Your Somerset newspaper is being dedicated solely to 
the coronavirus emergency and being delivered to homes in early May.

• 0300 790 6275 – is the Somerset Coronavirus Support Helpline. To 
date, there have more than 4,000 calls. The Helpline is staffed seven 
days a week 8 am to 6 pm. 

• Dedicated coronavirus web page – SCC has a page on its website 
dedicated to local and national news about the coronavirus emergency 
which can be accessed here https://www.somerset.gov.uk/coronavirus. 

• M5 Junction 25 – work continues to be on target and on budget despite 
a reduced workforce on site. They have been able to work on some of the 
more complicated tasks on live carriageways because of the much lighter 
traffic during the emergency and they are now into the final phase of the 
Toneway works. The Toneway and Creech Castle junction improvement 
has been postponed until at least July. 
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Green Drinks is an invitation for individuals to come together
and bounce ideas, share talents and skills. So, bring along your
passion for green/ecological issues, to share what makes your heart
sing and what makes you come alive.

www.blackdownhillstransition.net

Blackdown
Hills

Transition
Group

Come for a drink and meet like-minded thinkers to
talk about green issues, and  nd out about what
is happening. Do you have questions to ask?
Or answers to give?

For more information, contact trishacomrie@gmail.com

Wednesday, 29th April, 2020
Wednesday, 27th May, 2020
Wednesday, 24th June, 2020

York Inn, Churchinford
7 - 9 pm

CANCELLED
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• Mindline – This charity is now operating a 24-hour helpline 01823 276 
892 for Somerset providing a confidential listening service and basic 
information about mental health and local services. It is also available 
for children and young people who need urgent mental health support, 
24 hours a day, and seven days a week.

Cllr Henley explained that SWAT were operating the COVID small business 
grant scheme on behalf of the Government; the £34m allocated had nearly 
all been claimed. Any residual funds will be used to support other small 
businesses who have not claimed/been unsuccessful in claiming, but this is 
likely to involve smaller grants.

Planning Matters

New applications: 29/20/0009 erection of boiler shed at Higher Warrens 
Farm, Churchinford (resubmission of 29/18/0004). The Council was unable 
to discuss this application as the plans on the SWAT website appeared to be 
wrong. The Clerk had contacted the planners but had not received a reply. 

There were no granted/refused applications this month. 

Dog fouling in Bishopswood seems to have improved but we are keeping it 
under review. Please pick up after your dog!

A decision on whether or not to hold the July Litter pick will be taken at the 
June meeting, by which time Government advice may have changed. 

The Clerk circulated a paper updating the Council on volunteering activities, 
the three parishes leaflet, and expenditure thus far. The volunteers were doing 
a great job and it was all going well. The Council had received grants from 
Tesco’s ‘Bag of Help Coronavirus Fund’ and Western Power Distribution 
towards COVID-related activities.

The Council agreed the Annual Accounts for 2019-2020 and an Exemption 
Certificate would be sent to the External Auditors.

Date & Time of next meeting: 

Tuesday 9 June 2020, at 7.30pm, again using Zoom. Please contact the Clerk 
if you want to observe this meeting. 

NB: This is not a comprehensive note of the meeting but a summary of 
discussions and matters thought to be of interest to readers. A full copy 
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PROTECT  
YOURSELF 
& OTHERS

CORONAVIRUS

Wash your hands  
more often  
for 20 seconds
Use soap and water or a hand sanitiser when you:

• Get home or into work

• Blow your nose, sneeze or cough

• Eat or handle food

Coronavirus

For more information and the Government’s  
Action Plan go to nhs.uk/coronavirus
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of the minutes will be on the website (otterfordparishcouncil.org) after the 
June meeting. 

Penny Hart

Otterford Snippets
Otterford Community Defibrillators

Located at The Candlelight Inn and at the Parish Hall, both in Bishopswood, 
and at The Holman Clavel Inn at Culmhead. In the event of an emergency 
you must telephone 999 first, to request assistance from the Ambulance 
Service. In addition to despatching necessary assistance they will advise you 
of the code to open the cabinet to access a defibrillator.

Otterford ‘Parish Emergency Telephone System’ (PETS)

This is a community run system available to residents of Otterford parish 
only, which, in an emergency (whether a cardiac arrest or other), enables a 
number of local residents to be contacted to ask for assistance - in particular 
collection of a defibrillator - pending the arrival of the emergency services.   

If you live in Otterford parish and need this assistance, the number to dial 
is 01460 455155.  

Otterford Certificated First Aiders 

Tanya Hetherington 01460 234706 Penny Hart 01460 234639
John & Penny Gale 01823 601577 John Matthews 01460 234062

(The above have First Aid Kits)
Philip & Nicky Needham 01460 234101 Edwina Wakely 01460 234477
Kathy Shovelton 01460 234958

Books About Otterford 

History of Otterford (£10).  The history of the Parish up to 1900
View from the Milking Stool (£8). An autobiography by Frederica Tyrrell, 
detailing life in Otterford and the Blackdown Hills 60+ years ago 
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Shelly’s Care
Local Microprovider with 30 years care experience.

Are you looking for help that is tailored to your needs? 
Shelly’s care may be just what you’re looking for. I’m off ering 
support for people with a learning disabilities or the elderly. 
I have a DBS, insurance, and car business insurance. 

I off er the following services:
Personal care, shopping, cooking, sitting service, support 
to appointments, company and much more. For more 
information contact Michelle Reed: 07853281411
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Otterford Remembered (£5). Detailing the lives of Otterford men who fought 
and died, or came home, in World War 1.  
All books are available from Otterford Parish Council - Contact Penny Hart 
on 01460 234639.

Parish Litter Pick
At the moment the next Parish Litter Pick – on 11th July – has not been 
cancelled, but will be kept under review. Please keep an eye on noticeboards, 
the website, and next month’s on-line CBO News.

Otterford Playing Fields
In line with the government’s instructions the Playing Fields are closed. 
Please do not enter.

Otterford Helping Hand
Are you vulnerable and self-isolating? We may be able to help with shopping, 
posting letters and parcels, delivering prescriptions, walking your dog, or 
just a good old-fashioned chat. 
If you have run out of cash we may also be able to help – against a BACS 
transfer, a cheque, or (if all else fails) an IOU.

Otterford Church 100 Club Winners
April
61 G Rowbotham £20
26 S Shovelton £15
65 M Gusterson £10
53 W Venn £5
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Tired of feeling blocked, emotionally or physically? 
Are you ready to make changes? 

Maybe you're Stressed, Worried, or have Problems Sleeping? Do 
you need to improve your Circulation, General Wellbeing? or ... 

 
'Fantastic	firm	confident	pressure,	energising	&	relaxing	at	the	same	time.'	Julia	

'This	is	my	first	ever	reflexology	session.	It	was	the	most	deep	and	mindful	experience	I've	
had	for	years.	Emma	has	the	most	reassuring	&	therapeutic	manner.'	Tony  

By massaging specific areas on the feet and hands, this non-invasive complementary 
therapy can relieve stress and tension, aid sleep, uplift moods, promote good 

circulation, improve and unblock nerve impulses, enhance general well-being and 
encourage restoration of your body's natural balance: helping us to feel 'well'. And, 

most importantly, Reflexology gives us time and space to be heard 

When the body is in harmony, it is best placed to do its own 
healing, restoration, repair and rejueventaion 

I work from The Healthy Living & Activity Centre in Hemyock 
Additional clinics in Honiton & Dunkeswell  

Home Visits also available - travel costs may apply 

For more information, or to book an appointment, contact: 

  

Emma Finch IIR MAR  
m: 07957 161748 / 01404 891351 

e: info@meaningfulsoles.com 
www.meaningfulsoles.com 

fb: facebook/meaningfulsoles 
 

your health, your life, your choice 
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DATE OTTERFORD DIARY - EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 2020 / 2021

9 Jun Otterford Parish Council Meeting – A virtual meeting, using the 
Zoom application. Please check on noticeboards etc or contact 
the Parish Clerk if you wish to join.

20 Jun The Great BBQ Bakeoff PLEASE NOTE – THIS EVENT 
HAS BEEN CANCELLED

11 Jul Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our eighteenth – meet at the 
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum 
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie 
alternative) and a hot drink. NOT CANCELLED AT THIS 
STAGE, BUT KEPT UNDER REVIEW

14 Jul Otterford Parish Council Meeting – A virtual meeting, using the 
Zoom application. Please check on noticeboards etc or contact 
the Parish Clerk if you wish to join.

11 Aug Otterford Parish Council Meeting – A virtual meeting, using the 
Zoom application. Please check on noticeboards etc or contact 
the Parish Clerk if you wish to join.
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14 
Nov 

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our nineteenth – meet at the 
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum 
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie 
alternative) and a hot drink.

11 Dec Christmas Turkey Bingo. Our ever-popular Christmas 
event – with a fresh turkey for each full house winner.                                                                                                          
PAY BAR Venue: Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Doors 
open 7.00pm; eyes down 8.00pm

30 Jan 
21

The Big Quiz – more details to follow - PAY BAR

20 
Mar 
21

Bishopswood Big Breakfast – for your diary, more details to 
follow

26 
Mar 
21

Spring Bingo – more details to follow - PAY BAR Venue: 
Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Doors open 7.00pm; eyes 
down 8.00pm

27 
Mar 
21

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twentieth – meet at the 
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum 
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie 
alternative) and a hot drink.

17 Jul 
21

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-first – meet at the 
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum 
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie 
alternative) and a hot drink.

13 
Nov 
21

Otterford Parish Litter Pick – our twenty-second – meet at the 
Parish Hall (in Bishopswood) at 9.30am. Pick for a maximum 
of two hours, then back to the hall for a bacon butty (or veggie 
alternative) and a hot drink.

17 Dec 
21

Christmas Turkey Bingo. Our ever-popular Christmas 
event – with a fresh turkey for each full house winner.                                                                                                          
PAY BAR Venue: Otterford Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Doors 
open 7.00pm; eyes down 8.00pm
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The  Blackdown  Support  Group  aims  to  relieve  sickness,  loneliness  and  isolation  by 
connecting local people in need with local volunteers who can offer them practical support. 
Those who are suffering from physical or mental ill health, who have disabilities or learning 
difficulties,  or  who  are  experiencing  bereavement  or  the  effects  of  old  age  can  find 
themselves cut off in rural areas like ours, without access to transport, support services and 
social opportunities. 
 
The BSG has over 300 people registered with us for support. We can help anyone who is a 
patient of the Blackdown Practice. The services our volunteers provide include:‐ 
 

 Driving – to medical appointments, social and well‐being events, generally enabling 
greater independence 

 Befriending  ‐  visiting  those who may  be  unable  to  leave  their  own  home  or  have 
limited social contact with other people, relieving feelings of loneliness and isolation 

 Social events ‐  lunch clubs, coffee mornings, carers groups, providing opportunities 
to meet friends and enjoy a home cooked nutritious meal  

 Mentoring  ‐  trained volunteers provide a  structured  support programme  for  those 
who  are  struggling  to  re‐integrate  back  into  the  community,  perhaps  after 
bereavement, an accident or long period of ill health 

 Advocacy – providing support with filling in forms and paperwork to ensure people 
have access to the services or financial support they need 

 We also offer  footcare services,  short‐term wheelchair  loans and a disabled access 
vehicle for hire. 

If  you’d  like  to  find  out  more  please  get  in  touch,  whether  you  would  like  to  help  as  a 
volunteer  or  you  may  know  someone  who  needs  help,  who  is  alone,  feeling  isolated  or 
struggling to care for a loved one. Either way we’d love to hear from you.   

Contact Elizabeth McNabb  
01823 681 036 
d‐ccg.bsgadmin@nhs.net 
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Parish Council meetings are held on the second Tuesday of every month 
normally in The Wright Room at the Parish Hall in Bishopswood. Access 
via the rear (kitchen) door. Everyone welcome: please contact the Parish 
Clerk (01460 234639) if disabled access required. Community Time is at 
7.30pm: meetings start by 7.50pm at the latest. PLEASE NOTE THESE 
ARE CURRENTLY BEING HELD ON LINE USING THE ZOOM 
APP
We have now added most of our 2021 social activities and events. If 
organising events/activities yourself – please try to avoid clashing with 
our dates.



46

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark C Kemp 
 

 BEFORE   AFTER 

 Bishopswood Maintenance 
Property and Garden Services 

 The Firs - Bishopswood – Chard – Somerset – TA20 3RU 
Tel: 01460 234076 

E: mark@avtgroup.biz 
 

Hard Landscaping 

Transforming Your Outdoor Living 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

WE ONLY HAVE ONE REPUTATION! 
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The Wednesday Club
It seems a long time since we met and I am missing our lovely club meetings 
and missing talking with our members. I imagine many of you are also 
missing the friendship and fun that we had. 

I have been filling my time with walking, gardening and sewing and also 
playing some on-line bridge and, of course, there is now time to sit down 
and read a book without feeling guilty. 

We come under the umbrella of the Royal Voluntary Service and they 
have recognised the isolation and boredom that many people feel in the 
lockdown. They have introduced a virtual Village Hall where every day 
there is a real time session of gentle exercise, cooking and baking, arts and 
crafts, technology skills and quizzes with beatboxing, laughter yoga and 
Zumba gold, too, if you are feeling particularly enegetic! You will need to 
be on FaceTime to share the real time sessions but they are all on video so 
you can watch them on demand afterwards. Just look up the RVS website 
or just type in Virtual Village Hall. I know we are very well looked after in 
the Blackdowns but just in case you do need support, the RVS is also there. 
The number to phone is 0808 196 3646.
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We have entered a new technological world and now Zoom and FaceTime 
with family and friends. I wonder how you are coping with the lockdown? 
Did you celebrate VE Day? Tea and Cakes or a glass of bubbly? The 
television programmes must have brought back a lot of memories for many 
of you. Listening to some of the contributors was really inspirational and so 
poignant. And what about Captain Tom? What a hero!

As I write, we are waiting to see whether there will be any relaxation of the 
rules but I think it is certain that we will still have no idea when it will be 
deemed safe to meet again as we did. If anyone feels they would like to ring 
me for a chat, I would love to hear from you and find out what you have 
been up to. My number is 01823 602882. Do phone.

With best wishes

Sally
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	A	S	Plumbing	&	Heating	
	Gas,	Oil	&	Solid	Fuel	
	Oil	Boiler	Servicing	
	Oil	Tank	Replacement	
	Full	Central	Heating	Systems	
	Bathrooms	
	Telephone	–	01823	681402	
	Mobile	–	07812	218233	
	

	Log Burner Installations  
 Wet/Dry Systems   
 Log Burners Supplied 
 Chimneys Lined 
 Rigid Flue Systems 
 Servicing and Maintenance  
 Electric AGA Conversions 
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Churchinford Weather
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We work with our clients to 
understand their needs, support 
them effectively and deliver the 
best possible legal advice.

Whether it’s commercial or 
personal matters you need help 
and advice with, the only thing 
that really matters is you.

WELLINGTON
T: 01823 666622

TAUNTON
T: 01823 625800

Call one of our nearby offices 
and let’s have a proper chat.

www.porterdodson.co.uk

We’re all about listening, 
understanding and 
advising
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Churchstanton Parish Council
Virtual Meetings – Due to the current lockdown restrictions the Parish 
Council met virtually on Wednesday 13th May using the platform Zoom. 
The Parish Council will continue to meet virtually until further notice. Any 
members of the public wishing to raise an item in public participation time 
can contact the clerk on 01823 299788 or email clerk@churchstantonpc.
co.uk before 7.15pm on the day of our meeting and you will receive an 
invite to join us.

New Parish Councillor – Following an advertisement earlier this year, the 
Parish Council are delighted to welcome Raadiyah Rifath to the Parish 
Council team. As an architect, Raadiyah brings a wealth of knowledge of 
national planning & building regulations as well as an understanding of 
AONB, other Designated Spaces and protected areas and as such will be a 
great asset to the Parish Council.

Covid-19 Response - The Parish Council have been working closely with the 
Blackdown Support Group (BSG) who now have a strong list of volunteers 
offering support to the vulnerable or those in need during the lockdown 
period. The Parish Council would like to register its thanks to all those who 
have volunteered to help in many different ways.

Annual Parish Meeting – Unfortunately due to the current situation, the 
Annual Parish Meeting will not now take place in 2020. These meetings 
will resume in May 2021.

Dog Bins – Installation of the new dog bins in Churchinford has 
unfortunately been delayed due to the availability of workers to do the job 
in the current situation. Dog fouling remains a problem in the parish. Cllr. 
Firth had written to SW&T for their advice, help and support dealing with 
this issue.

ACVs – The Parish Council have received confirmation from SW&T 
District Council that their application to register The York Inn as an Asset 
of Community Value has been approved. Unfortunately, their application 
to register the derelict barn outside the village hall was declined.
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Finance – Balance of Accounts as at 30th April, 2020 - £25,722.22

The 2019-20 end of financial year income and expenditure report was 
presented to the Parish Council for consideration. The accounts were 
approved by the Parish Council and will now be passed to the internal 
auditor. 

Churchstanton Community Fund – In the recent round of grant applications 
the Parish Council have received three bids from the following:

1. Churchstanton Primary School – Adventure Playground (£1,000)

2. Churchinford & District Community Shop – Replacement of existing 
chiller with a more energy efficient unit (£1,000)

3. Churchinford & District Village Hall – Roof repairs (£4,000) 

The Parish Council agreed to put this process on hold at present until such 
time that a public vote can be held.

Planning - Unauthorised development (Stapley) – The Parish Council have 
no comment to make regarding this development at this stage.

Local Plan – Response to Consultation - Stage 1 of this consultation has 
now been completed. Stage 2 will take place between July – September and 
will involve consultation on draft policies, potential development locations 
and supporting documents informed by the previous stage. The Parish 
Council will engage with the consultation at this next stage as this could be 
when developers come forward with new sites to develop in the Parish

Parish Council Newsletter – The Parish Council have started work on the 
production of a quarterly newsletter for delivery around the Parish. This will 
provide parishioners with information regarding how you may contact your 
local Parish Councillors if / when you need them as well as an update on 
our current projects.

Celebrating the End of Covid-19 Restrictions – Whilst at this stage it is 
very unclear when the current situation will pass, the Parish Council have 
already started to think about how the Parish might be able to celebrate the 
return of some form of ‘normality’ as soon as it is considered safe to do so.

Full details of our Parish Council meetings can be found in the minutes 
displayed on the Parish notice boards in Churchinford and Stapley as well 
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Pavilion Bonus Ball
April
4th 25
11th 50
18th 26 Keith Wollacott
25th 36 Duncan Pike

Yarty Gardening Club
We have been so lucky to have had such glorious weather over the 
past few weeks. This has given us the chance to get outside and 
spend more time than usual in the garden while we have had to 
stay at home. 

The new fruit trees that we planted earlier in the year have given 
us some blossom - in fact, some of them, a lot of blossom for such small trees. 
Of course, one job we now need to do is to remove the developing fruitlets 
from all of the branches, to encourage the development of good sturdy roots 
so that we will hopefully have a wonderful variety of fruit in future years.

The greenhouse is full of little plants. Those in seed trays awaiting pricking 
out and those in pots are to be hardened off. I’m looking forward to having 
some cold frames built so that I don’t have to keep moving plants in and out 
of the greenhouse each day!

as on the Parish website www.churchinfordpc.co.uk. If you would like to 
speak to one of our Parish Councillors, please contact the Parish Clerk who 
will arrange this for you.

If you would like to contact the Parish Clerk regarding any of the above you 
can do so by email to clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk or alternatively you can 
call 01823 299788.

Julie Wardle
Parish Clerk



57

I hope that all of the Yarty Gardening folk are busy pottering in their 
gardens and taking time to enjoy just sitting in the sunshine, listening to 
the birdsong in the countryside which seems so much more peaceful at the 
moment. However, if you want to be doing something productive on your 
plot, here are some jobs to be getting on with in June:

• Sow biennial flowers such as wallflowers and sweet Williams in a seed 
bed or trays

• Plant out tender plants like dahlia, salvia, nicotiana and petunia now 
the risk of frost has passed

• Look out for pests like greenfly, vine weevils and the red lily beetle - 
squash them before they have a chance to do damage to your plants

• Keep your eye on weeds growing and hoe them off on a dry day

• Protect soft fruit with netting to keep the birds off, but, keep it taut so 
that wildlife doesn’t get tangled up in it.

• Sow seeds for any vegetables you fancy later in the year; dwarf beans, 
runner beans, peas, beetroot, lettuce, sweet corn, sprouting broccoli, 
kale, carrots, basil, coriander, radish, spring onions, spinach, turnips, 
chard, parsley, courgettes, Florence fennel.

• Salad leaves and lettuce bolt faster in hot dry conditions. Keep picking 
leaves while you can and sow more seed every 3 to 4 weeks so more 
tender leaves are ready when older plants are bitter.

• Keep rows of onions well-watered if the weather is dry

• Plant up grow bags with tomatoes and other crops

• Start planting up hanging baskets

• Pinch out the growing tips of broad beans in full flower to deter black 
bean aphids. The leafy tips are tasty raw or lightly steamed.

• Keep tying in tomatoes and feed them weekly

• Put up shading in the greenhouse if you haven’t already done so, to 
prevent overheating. Splashing water onto the floor in the morning on 
hot days also helps to lower the temperature.

• Keep all fruit trees and bushes well-watered in dry spells
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TTHHEE  YYOORRKK  IINNNN  
  

HHoonniittoonn  RRooaadd,,  CChhuurrcchhiinnffoorrdd..  TTAA33  77RRFF  
0011882233  660011  333333  

NNOOWW  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE::  UUPPSSTTAAIIRRSS  FFUUNNCCTTIIOONN  RROOOOMM  WWIITTHH  
WWIIFFII,,  PPRROOJJEECCTTOORR  &&  SSCCRREEEENN  

IIDDEEAALL  FFOORR  MMEEEETTIINNGGSS,,  PPRRIIVVAATTEE  PPAARRTTIIEESS  

CCoouunnttrryy  PPuubb  ooffffeerriinngg  aa  wwaarrmm  wweellccoommee  

LLoogg  FFiirree..  LLaarrggee  sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff  AAlleess  iinncclluuddiinngg  llooccaall  bbrreewwss,,  
GGaammeess  RRoooomm,,  LLaarrggee  ssccrreeeenn  TTVV..  MMoonntthhllyy  MMeeaatt  DDrraaww..  LLoottss  

ooff  SSppeecciiaall  EEvveennttss..  GGoooodd  wwhhoolleessoommee  ffoooodd  uussiinngg  llooccaall  
iinnggrreeddiieennttss  lluunncchhttiimmee  &&  eevveenniinnggss..  SSppeecciiaallss  bbooaarrdd  &&  

HHoommeemmaaddee  PPiiee  BBooaarrdd..  TTaakkeeaawwaayy..  SSuunnddaayy  RRooaassttss..  
SSaattuurrddaayy  BBrreeaakkffaasstt..  PPaarrttiieess  ccaatteerreedd  ffoorr.. PPaattiioo  AArreeaa..    

DDooggss  WWeellccoommee  

 

EEmmaaiill::tthheeyyoorrkkiinnnn@@yyaahhoooo..ccoomm  

wwwwww..yyoorrkkiinnnn..ccoo..uukk  
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• Prune shrubby herbs to help keep a neat, compact shape and produce 
more fresh shoots.

• Keep deadheading roses to encourage further blooms.

• If you want to control Clematis montana, now is the time to trim it back

• Prune spring flowering shrubs such as forsythia and flowering once the 
blooms have passed their best

• Deadhead any faded looking rhododendrons, camellias and azaleas

• Report mature houseplants

• Lift and divide primulas like primroses to make more plants.

• Remove rose leaves that show signs of blackspot to stop it spreading

• Take cuttings from pinks, pulling off the tips, removing the lower leaves 
and planting round the edge of a pot of multipurpose compost.

• Turn the compost heap to let in air. Have a go at the ‘Chelsea Chop’ i.e. 
cut remove between ⅓ and ½ of plants such as heleniums, rudbeckia, 
sedums and solidago. This stimulates fresh shoots that will flower later 
after the rest of the plant.

Pauline Bartlett 

Buckland St Mary 100 Club Winners – April 2020
Amount Number Name
£20 32 Ted Jeffery
£15 20 Elizabeth Farmer
£10 47 Margaret North
£5 62 Edward Sherman



60

HEATHER SPARKS 
TEL/TEXT: 07561 498365 

EMAIL:  
fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk 

www.fitness4fun.wix.com/heather 

Looking for a keep-fit class …? 
Come along, socialise, meet new friends  

and have fun getting fit! 

WEDNESDAY 

9.30-10.30am 
The Village Hall  

Bishopswood  

Nr Chard, TA20 3RS 

THURSDAY 

9.30-10.30am 
Trident  Hall  

Galmington  

Taunton, TA1 5NN 

WEDNESDAY 

6 - 7pm 
West Monkton Village Hall  

Monkton Heathfield  

Taunton, TA2 8NE 

£6  per class      
Term Time Only 

No membership fees. 

RSA/OCR   Qualified Instructor 

Wear loose comfortable clothes & trainers or non-slip shoes 

Bring a mat or towel and a drink,15 minutes registration, followed by 

 45 minutes of aerobic based exercises for all levels of fitness. 

HEATHER SPARKS 
TEL/TEXT: 07561 498365 

EMAIL:  
fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk 

www.fitness4fun.wix.com/heather 

Looking for a keep-fit class …? 
Come along, socialise, meet new friends  

and have fun getting fit! 

WEDNESDAY 

9.30-10.30am 
The Village Hall  

Bishopswood  

Nr Chard, TA20 3RS 

THURSDAY 

9.30-10.30am 
Trident  Hall  

Galmington  

Taunton, TA1 5NN 

WEDNESDAY 

6 - 7pm 
West Monkton Village Hall  

Monkton Heathfield  

Taunton, TA2 8NE 

£6  per class      
Term Time Only 

No membership fees. 

RSA/OCR   Qualified Instructor 

Wear loose comfortable clothes & trainers or non-slip shoes 

Bring a mat or towel and a drink,15 minutes registration, followed by 

 45 minutes of aerobic based exercises for all levels of fitness. 
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Buckland St Mary Church News
But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye 
have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. (1 Peter 5:10)

With the Church remaining closed there is very little to report. Our thanks 
to all of our local community for all the love, care and self-sacrifice which 
our village is demonstrating once again.

Please visit the Benefice website at https://www.blackdownbenefice.org.uk 
and Facebook page for regular thoughts and updates.

Bernard Gready & Jon Mayled
Churchwardens
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Buckland St Mary Rainfall

April mm inches April mm inches

2000 218.70 8.61 2011 5.70 0.22

2001 104.00 4.09 2012 198.90 7.83

2002 82.40 3.24 2013 42.70 1.68

2003 49.00 1.93 2014 111.25 4.38

2004 98.90 3.89 2015 26.80 1.06

2005 106.00 4.17 2016 51.10 2.01

2006 19.50 0.77 2017 44.85 1.77

2007 9.50 0.37 2018 112.65 4.44

2008 66.50 2.62 2019 83.10 3.27

2009 50.90 2.00 2020 53.55 2.11

2010 33.80 1.33

Another April that proved to be absent of the showers that gave the month 
its reputation. The month ended with a flourish of showers and the bulk of 
the rain. Easter (10th/13th) was blessed with sunshine, although by then we 
were into Lockdown! 

A ‘Pink supermoon’ set in the skies during the week before Easter. The 
moon was at its closest to the Earth at this time. Also known, in some other 
cultures, as the ‘Sprouting grass moon’, the ‘Egg moon’ and the ‘Fish moon’. 
On the 7th May, we had the last supermoon of the year with the ‘Flower 
Moon’.

Total rainfall for April was 53.55 mm (2.11 ins.). The wettest day was the 
28th with 11.30 mm of rain (0.44 ins.; 21.10% of the total), equalled by the 
29th also with 11.30 mm (0.44 ins.; 21.10%) and the 17th with 9.30 mm 
(0.37 ins.; 17.37%). The bulk of the rain fell between 27th and 30th with 
34.60 mm (1.36 ins.; 64.61%).

The 21-year average for April was 72.20 mm (2.84 ins.). 2020 was in 11th 
driest place over the record period.
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Your local, 
established, 
renewable 

energy installer

www.lightworkenergy.co.uk
patrick@lightworkenergy.co.uk
01460 234930      07909 111629

Elm End, Hare Lane, Buckland St. Mary, TA20 3JS

SOLAR PANELS & HEAT PUMPS
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Buckland St Mary Daily Rainfall for April 2020

Buckland St Mary Parish Council
Notes of the Virtual meeting of Buckland St Mary Parish Council held on 
14th May 2020

Minutes

Due to the Government ban on meetings, and before virtual meetings were 
permitted, Councillors had been asked for their comments on matters which 
were to be discussed and notes had been circulated.  Councillors agreed to these 
notes, which would be signed in due course when normal meetings resume.

District Councillor report

District Councillor Kenton had submitted a written report.

SSDC were responsible for distributing money for small businesses in the form 
of Government grants, which had so far been distributed to over 1800 local 
businesses but over 900 were still entitled to the grant.

Waste Partnership were planning to open recycling centres.

All required services had been delivered including rehousing homeless people 
in our area, District Council income had plummeted from car parks, fees for 
services, collection of Council Tax etc.  SSDC were not entitled to business 
grants or to furlough staff so costs will increase as the year progresses.

SSDC phone line support had been extended to 7 days a week, 0800-1800, 
including bank holidays.  01935 462462 for information about business grants; 
access to free food boxes for those facing financial hardship; access to free food 
boxes for those who are vulnerable and need delivery.
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Guitar Lessons 

Electric, Acoustic, Bass, Classical and Ukulele lessons available 

Lessons from a London College of Music Guitar Examiner, professional guitarist and 
contributor to Guitar Techniques Magazine  
 
Taught from dedicated space in Buckland St. Mary 

harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com 

01460 234829.   07928 590269 

www.harrisonmarsh.co.uk
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A new coronavirus support helpline had been launched – 0300 790 6275 – 
for emotional support; transport to a medical appointment; help with waste 
collection subjects; financial advice.

Virtual meetings are being held regarding planning; decisions passed to the 
CEO who had been delegated authority to act on councillors’ behalf.

Planning

(i)

App. No. 20/00671/FUL
Applicant Mr Rich
Proposal Erection of an agricultural manure storage building
Location Owlhayes Farm  Farm Lane  Buckland St Marty  TA20 3QZ

After full discussion, there were no objections and the application was fully 
supported.

(ii) 

App. No. 20/00673/FUL
Applicant Mr Rich
Proposal Detailed application for the erection of a silage clamp
Location Owlhayes Farm  Farm Lane  Buckland St Mary  TA20 3QZ

After full discussion, there were no objections and the application was fully 
supported.

(iii)

App. No. 20/01026/FUL
Applicant -
Proposal Conversion of storage barn to 1 no. Dwelling with associated 

works
Location Middle Barton  Blindmoor Lane  Buckland St Mary  TA20 

3RD

After full discussion, there were no objections and the application was fully 
supported.
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(iv)

App. No. 20/00974/S73
Applicant Mr Darren Clifton-Jones
Proposal Application to vary condition 4 (ancillary use) of planning 

approval 10/04207/FUL to include holiday let
Location The Annexe  Orchard Barn  Little Hill  Buckland St Mary

After full discussion, there were no objections and the application was fully 
supported.

Finance

(i) Grant: Covid-19 team

The Chair spoke about all the work being done throughout the Blackdown 
Hills group in helping others unable to shop, run errands, etc., without any 
mileage being covered.  He suggested that perhaps the Parish Council could 
allocate a sum for parishioners in Buckland St Mary so these helpers can be 
recompensed for their petrol costs.  A sum of 45p per mile was agreed and a 
total of £1,000 would be allocated for this.

(ii)  Outstanding accounts were agreed:             
      HMRC PAYE for June 2020 
     Came & Co, PC insurance 

Matters for report

The Chair reported that Jenny Pym, the Paths Liaison Officer, had resigned.   
Steps for her replacement would be discussed at the next meeting.

The fingerpost near the Eagle Tavern was still missing.  Councillor Every would 
look in the vicinity to see if it was there.

Councillor Barton reported that some of the outreaches would be opening 
soon, but Buckland St Mary would be unable to because the church has to 
remain closed.  

Date and time of next meeting

The next meeting will be held virtually on Thursday, 4th June 2020, at 8.15 
pm, following the Clap for Carers.
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Yarcombe & District Young Farmers
Coronavirus Special Press Report

At the start of March, 36 members went away for 
the Young Farmers most anticipated weekend of the 
year ‘South West Area’ at Newquay from the 6-8th 
March, this was joined by others Young Farmers 
clubs all across the South West. A very good time 
was had by all, sampling Newquay’s pubs and clubs. 
One of our last nights out before lock down and we 

have all been missing our usual socialising activities and going to the pubs.

A coach load of members had been looking forward to going to Whimple 
and District YFC ball at Crealy adventure park, this unfortunately had 
to be cancelled, due to the coronavirus outbreak. We look forward to this 
ball being hopefully re-scheduled for later on in the year. All other Young 
Farmers Club events have also been cancelled for the time being.
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In these uncertain times as a club we have been getting involved with 
various virtual challenges including a recent online scavenger hunt with 
club members and baking competitions through social media, as well 
as keeping our farms going. We took part in a ‘loo roll challenge’ where 
members videoed themselves throwing and catching a loo roll in various 
ways, locations and outfits. Unfortunately, the annual Devon YFC show and 
sale, which was meant to be held at Exeter market by Kivells, was moved to 
being a virtual show and sale on Wednesday 29th April where members sent 
in pictures of their stock. Well done to chairman Dan Olive coming 4th for 
pigs and member Kate Burrough coming 4th for Beef and other members 
who took part.

Due to the current situation on coronavirus, as a Young Farmers Club 
some of our members have set up a campaign to help the local community 
around Upottery, Combe St Nicholas, Cotleigh, Yarcombe, Broadway and 
surrounding areas. Please contact us on 07411837605, if we can assist you in 
any way to help the vulnerable and elderly.

We hope you all stay safe and well in these uncertain times.

If anyone has any further questions please contact Chairman Dan Olive on 
07811744714, or Secretary Laura Dare on 07411837605

Natalie Sampson
Press Secretary

Yarcombe and District Young Farmers
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Jon	Dagger 

Cooker / Kitchen 

Appliance Engineer 

Based in Hemyock 
Over 35 years experience with  

many manufacturers  
inc. Rangemaster, Hotpoint, 

Cannon and most others 
 

Repairs to range-type or 
built-in or freestanding cookers, 
washing machines, dishwashers 

 
07725 852322 
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Somerset Wildlife Trust
SWITCH ON, TUNE IN AND CONNECT! SOMERSET WILDLIFE 
TRUST LAUNCHES SWTtv

Tuesday 11th May – Somerset Wildlife Trust are pleased to announce 
the launch of SWTtv.  Accessed through the website, SWTtv comprises 
six ‘channels’, including Kids, Make & Do, CampaignTV, and Learn &  
Explore, where visitors can view a range of video content from around the 
Wildlife Trust movement, including ‘how to’ activity videos, kids content, 
campaign films, webcams and much more. Viewers can get a nature fix even 
if that has to be just on a screen in their own front room. Wherever you are, 
SWTtv will bring nature to you!

With so many people now working from home, self-isolating or social 
distancing, the new area of the website aims to bring wildlife closer to people 
at times they may not be able to visit their favourite natural places. Somerset 
Wildlife Trust will be adding to the channels regularly so the content will 
stay up to date and fresh.

Head of Communications, Kirby Everett says, “Since the launch of the 
Trust’s new website at the end of last year, we have worked really hard to 
deliver regular, new and engaging content on the site to bring people closer 
to our work, connect to the natural world, learn about the amazing wildlife 
and habitats we have here in Somerset, and to help inspire them to act for 
nature in their everyday lives.  

“The Covid-19 crisis has meant that even more so than ever people are 
turning to the nature they find on their own doorstep to improve their 
mental wellbeing, so we have an even warmer audience for nature-based 
content than ever before and the potential to bring more people on board.  
And for existing Trust members, supporters and volunteers it keeps them 
connected to our work whilst they are unable to work with us and engage 
with us at events or other activities. 

“SWTtv is a natural follow on from the Activity Zone we launched several 
weeks ago and provides a range of channels and videos to suit a range of 
interests, whether you are a parent looking for some things to do with kids 
at home, or are interested in learning more about our work and specific 
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Suitable for young or old, stiff or flexible, fit or not!

 IYENGAR ® YOGA
Classes at Otterford Parish Hall

with

Tanya Devonshire-Jones
Certified teacher of IYENGAR® yoga

® used with permission of BKS IYENGAR, Trade Mark Owner.
TM

 Mondays: 9.30 -  11.00am  Intermediate class £10
 Tuesdays: 5.00 -  6.00pm  Beginners class £8
 Fridays: 10.00 -  11.30am  General class £10
Please bring a folded blanket and a yoga mat if you have one. Some mats available. 

All other equipment provided. No need to book, just drop-in and pay per session. 

Please phone or email me if you have any queries.
07903 079939   tanya.yogateacher@gmail.com
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campaigns, or just want to watch wildlife go by on webcams from around 
the country. You can also access an audio channel through the SWTtv home 
page, where you will find recently launched brand, Sundays@6.  We will 
update the channels regularly so hope people tune in when they need their 
nature fix.”

SWTtv is bringing nature to you right now, so go check it out here: https://
www.somersetwildlife.org/wildlife/swt-tvhttps://www.somersetwildlife.org

We can’t believe that we are in May already. We hope that you and your 
loved ones are safe and well. We have a few updates for you this month and 
some more ideas for how you can keep connected to our work and support 
Somerset’s wildlife from home.

Reserve Update

Following the government announcement that people can spend more time 
outdoors and households can drive to other destinations in England for their 
exercise, we wanted to update you on Somerset Wildlife Trust’s response.

Our priority is to protect wildlife and act in the best interests of our staff, 
members, the communities around our nature reserves and the general 
public. At this time our Westhay and Catcott nature reserves will still 
remain closed to the public. Other reserves are open, but we advise that you 
continue to visit only those local to you. 

Nominate us and we could win £1000!

£1,000 could make a big difference to the work we do protecting Somerset’s 
wonderful wildlife and natural spaces. That’s why we’d be really grateful if 
you could nominate us in the Ecclesiastical Movement for Good awards. 
Your nomination could be the one that wins us £1,000! In total, 500 charities 
stand to gain £1,000 and we’d love to be one of them.

It’s quick and easy to nominate us. Just visit the website, click ‘nominate now’ 
and enter our charity number (238372). The closing date for nominations is 
Sunday 24 May 2020.

The more nominations we get, the greater our chance of winning, so please 
spread the word to your friends and family. Thank you!
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Sundays@6

If you follow us on Facebook or Twitter, you may have seen that we have 
recently launched a new and exciting content series called Sundays@6.

Sundays@6 is a series of weekly nature readings by acclaimed nature writers 
selected by the Trust. The first series of six exclusive readings is delivered 
by Somerset Wildlife Trust President, naturalist and author, Stephen Moss 
from his wonderful books, each released at 6pm on a Sunday on our website, 
Facebook page and Youtube channel.

Give a ‘dam’ - back our beavers!

Beavers are “ecosystem engineers” - they 
shape the landscape in way that benefits 
both people and wildlife!

They create habitat for other animals, 
help to reduce downstream flooding, 
help to capture carbon and improve 
water quality.

We think beavers are great, but sadly, 
their future in this country is not secure. 
We are calling on the Government to 
create an England Beaver Strategy which 
will set out the legal status of beavers, a 
management framework for beavers, and financial support for landowners 
and those managing beaver introduction projects. 

Species spotlight: Hobbies

Hobbies travel here from sub-Saharan 
Africa to breed, and when they arrive they 
are very hungry!

In the Spring, you can see them in large 
numbers, filling up on lots of insects like 
dragonflies and small birds like swallows 
and martins. Prey is often caught in its 
talons and transferred to its beak whilst 
still in flight.
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They are about the size of a kestrel with long pointed wings, reminiscent of 
a giant swift, and extremely agile and acrobatic. Have you ever seen one of 
these spectacular summer visitors?

Share your sightings

With so many of us working from home and taking daily walks on our 
home patch, there’s never been a better time to get acquainted with the 
wildlife found in your garden, local green space or your town or village. And 
we want to know all about what you’ve been spotting!

By submitting records of your sightings to our Somerset Environmental 
Records Centre (SERC), you will be helping to contribute to the data we 
hold on species in Somerset.

SERC is interested in all records – whether rare or more common species. 
All records can be useful for plotting the distributions of species both locally 
and nationally, and for detecting trends

What did insects ever do for us?

As part of the Action for Insects 
campaign we’ve been lifting the 
lid on all the important jobs 
insects for us. This month, we’re 
taking a looking at insects which 
are environmental indicators. 

Kind regards,

Lucy Mannion  



80

BIRD TABLES & 
GARDEN PLANTERS

Free local 
delivery 

Planters & Troughs 
Bat Boxes 

Bird Tables & Boxes 
Hedgehog Houses 

Log Stores
www.blackdownwoodcrafts.co.uk 

01823 601116 / 07711 504791
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Closed until further notice
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YYoouurr  PPoosstt  OOffffiiccee  OOuuttrreeaacchh  
KKeeeeppiinngg  sseerrvviicceess  aanndd  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  aalliivvee  

BUCKLAND SSTT  MARY OOUUTTRREEAACCHH

THE POST OFFICE IN THE CHURCH 
EEvveerryy  WWeeddnneessddaayy  11..4455ppmm  ttoo  33..4455ppmm  

MMaakkee  tthhee  mmoosstt  ooff   tthhiiss  iimmppoorrttaanntt  llooccaall  ffaaccii ll ii ttyy  

JJooiinn  yyoouurr  nneeiigghhbboouurrss  tthheerree  
ffoorr  tteeaa,,  ccaakkee  aanndd  aa  cchhaatt  

CChhuurrcchhiinnffoorrdd  &&  DDiissttrriicctt  CCoommmmuunniittyy  SShhoopp  &&  PPoosstt  OOffffiiccee  
FFoorr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ccoonnttaacctt  RRuutthh  0011882233  660011002266  

sshhooppmmaannaaggeerr@@cchhuurrcchhiinnffoorrddsshhoopp..ccoo..uukk  

Cancelled on government advice
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• NVQ Qualifkation 
• Housekeeping 
• Shopping 
• Personal \:arc at home 
• Meal Prep 
• Companionship 
• Dog Walking 
• Sillmg Service 

Taking care of your loved ones with the dignity and respect that they deserve

Culmstock Road,  
Hemyock, EX15 3RJ

07860 390002  
24 hours a day

50 Fore Street,  
Cullompton, EX15 1LB

01884 32855  
9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

pringandson@aol.com

Proud provider of Golden Charter Plans www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk

1895 - 2020

4th Generation
Independent Family Business

A complete personal service to suit your wishes,  
arrangements can be made in the comfort  

of your own home.

Serving the Blackdown Hills and Culm Valley

Hemyock Funeral Directors
Est 1895
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Guillaume Dijon Telephone: 01823 421 049 
Ringborough House Mobile: 07892 406 096 
Churchinford, Taunton TA3 7EB Email: gdijon@consultant.com 

RINGBOROUGH DESIGN AND PLANNING 
 

 

Helping you build 
your dream home 
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� Buckland St Mary 
� Church of England Primary School & Nursery

"An Outstanding Pre-School" Ofsted 2015 

We offer a caring, friendly, happy and stimulating environment with 
highly trained staff who tailor a personalised education for every child 
from 2.5 years old. Now situated in our beautiful new premises nestled 

in the Blackdown Hills and with access to all school facilities and 
resources. 

Open Monday- Friday 9am - 2.55pm (Thursdays by arrangement) 

Wrap around care offered from 8am-5:30pm daily 

To arrange a visit or for a prospectus please visit 
www.bucklandstmaryceprimaryschool.co.uk or call 01460 234251 

Buckland St Mary Baby & Toddler Group 
Toys and equipment suitable for newborns and upward 

Ride-on toys, a slide, table top activities and refreshments 

2nd and 4th Thursday mornings 9:00am -11:30am

 at Otterford Parish Hall (Bishopswood) 

For more details please ring Melanie Tuffill on: 

01460 234325 or just pop in! 
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Churchstanton Primary is a welcoming and friendly school in a unique rural location, 
surrounded by beautiful countryside in the heart of the Blackdown Hills. 

We are fortunate enough to have a forest, two playgrounds, a games field and an 
adventure trail, as well as before and after school care provision. 

We are part of a vibrant rural community, offering a creative and challenging curriculum, 
helping our children achieve their highest potential. 

We currently have spaces available - please contact Claire Halstead on 01823 601354 

Churchstanton Primary School is a very special place to begin your child's education. 

LLeeaarrnniinngg  iinn  tthhee  hheeaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ffoorreesstt  
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Valid until 31.12.2020
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Maths Tuition 
GCSE and A level Maths Tuition from Maths Post Graduate with Ten Years 
Experience in One To One Tuition. 

All Lessons Tailored to the Individual, taught in a dedicated teaching space in 
Buckland St. Mary. 

DBS Checked. 

01460 234829   07928 590269 

harrisonmarsh07@gmail.com
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Advertising in the CBO News - Scale of Charges
Size of advertisement in millimetres Monthly Annually

B/W   Colour

Pink Pages 

(no commercial 

advertisements)
(1/4 x A5 Size) 124w x 44h (Landscape) £7 £47      £80 N/A
(1/4 x A5 Size) 61w x 91h (Portrait) £7 £47      £80 N/A
(1/2 x A5 Size) 124w x 91h (Landscape) £16 £78      £150 £2
(A5 Size) 124w x 185h (Portrait) £23 £125    £280 £4
The CBO News accepts no liability for:
     1.  Any claims made by advertisers.
     2.  Any errors or omissions in the advertisement as submitted by the advertiser.
     3.  Any legal action as a result of the advertisement.
Acceptance of an advert into the Pink Pages is at the discretion of the CBO News 
editorial team. We seek to uphold the purpose of the Pink Pages - namely to support 
local charities, community groups and clubs, fund-raising activities, and non-commercial 
activities, either taking place in the CBO parishes, or in the wider area where they may 
be deemed to be of interest to our readers - by charging a nominal advertising fee that 
is reflective of the non-commercial nature of the event taking place.

Copy deadlines for the July 2020 issue: 

Adverts: noon, Sunday 7th June 2020

Editorial: noon, Sunday14th June 2020

Editor:    Jon Mayled - 1 Stephens Cottages, Buckland St Mary, TA20 3SL  
   email: editors@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234181

Advertising Manager &  Josh Strickland - Beech House, Bishopswood, TA20 3RS 
Treasurer:  e-mail: adverts@cbonews.org.uk Tel: 01460 234144

Pink Pages:   Dave Jefferies - email: pinkpages@cbonews.org.uk

Subscription Managers:  Churchstanton - Pat Stenning - 1 Lambpark Court, Churchinford, TA3 7PL 
   Tel: 01823 602926

   Buckland St Mary - Bill Butt - Old Post Office, Buckland St Mary, Chard, 
   TA20 3SJ Tel: 01460 234225

   Otterford - Penny Gale - Lower Fyfett Barn, Otterford, Chard, TA20 3QP 
   Tel: 01823 601577

Cover Photo:  © Oliver Hellowell 2020 
       https://www.facebook.com/OliverHellowellPhotographer/

The CBO News team is nominated by the Parish Councils & Parochial Church Councils of 
Churchstanton, Buckland St Mary & Otterford. The Editor’s decision to publish is final. 

Opinions expressed are those of the contributors not the editorial team.

CBO News is published by the CBO News team & printed by Parish Mag Printers Ltd, Old Sarum
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The Blackdown Practice
Hemyock             -    DIspensary       Churchinford  Dunkeswell
Monday:      08.00 - 18.30 10.00 - 16.00* Closed   08.30 - 12.30
        15.00 - 18.00
Tuesday:      08.00 - 18:30 10.00 - 16.00 Closed   08.30 - 12.30
       
Wednesday:    08.00 - 18.30 10.00 - 16.00 Closed   08.30 - 12.30
         15.00 - 18.00
Thursday:      08.00 - 18.30 10.00 - 16.00 Closed   08.30 - 12.30
     
Friday:      08.00 - 18.30 10.00 - 16.00 Closed   8.30 - 12.30
    
Saturday:      08.00 - 11.00

 * Hemyock dispensary is closed between 1.00 and 2.00.

Hemyock:    Appointments & enquiries  01823 680206
    Dispensary    01823 680007
    Fax (Repeat prescriptions)  01823 680680
Churchinford:   Appointments & enquiries  01823 681700
Dunkeswell:   Appointments & Dispensary  01823 681720
Blackdown Support Group:   Elizabeth McNabb   01823 681036

Church View Surgery
Monday:     8.00 - 6.30
Tuesday:     8.00 - 6.30
Wednesday:   8.00 - 6.30 
Thursday:     8.00 - 6.30
Friday:     8.00 - 6.30
    
    Appointments & enquiries  01460 55300
    Dispensary   01460 55511

Hospitals: Musgrove Park 01823 333444 Chard & District  01460 238220
 Honiton & District 01404 540540 St Margaret’s Hospice  01823 259394
 Yeovil & District 01935 475122

Police
Buckland St Mary
(Chard Rural West)

Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant:  Rob Jameson
Neighbourhood Beat Manager:    Alan Hollick
Police Community Support Officers:  Gareth Allington
    Julie Middleditch

Neighbourhood Watch:  Neil Arnold - neil.j.arnold@gmx.co.uk

Churchstanton & Otterford
(East Taunton & Rural)

Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant: Charmaine Dyne
Police Community Support Officers: Jake Edwards    Jake.Edwards@avonandsomerset.police.uk
    Scott Windsor  Scott.Windsor@avonandsomerset.police.uk
Partnership Support Office:  Emma Tyson

Non-urgent reporting: 101 - if something is URGENT (burglary / fight in progress etc.) ring 999
0800-55111 To report suspicious activity and intelligence matters anonymously through Crime stoppers
Email: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact-us/
Website: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk 
Letters: Wellington Police Station, Victoria Street, Wellington, TA21 8HR 
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Useful Contact Details

Please contact us if you have any changes you would like us to make to this list.
Churchstanton: http://www.churchstantonpc.co.uk

Somerset West & Taunton District  Councillor – Ross Henley   01823 665988 
                                 Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Ian Firth         Cllr.I.Firth@churchstantonpc.co.uk 0781 3214535
Clerk to the Parish Council - Julie Wardle clerk@churchstantonpc.co.uk  01823 299788
Village Hall bookings - Denise Lloyd      01823 602700 
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris                    01823 421395
Churchstanton Primary School: Head Teacher - Claire Halstead                    01823 601354
           SCH.105@educ.somerset.gov.uk
Churchinford Community Shop      01823 601026
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper      01823 601347
Tower Captain - Ian Hooper      01823 601347

Buckland St Mary: http://www.buckland-st-mary.org.uk

South Somerset District Councillors – Jenny Kenton     07921 574019  
                    jenny.kenton@southsomerset.gov.uk
          – Martin Wale                   01460 65190
                                                                   martin.wale@southsomerset.gov.uk
Chair of the Parish Council - Steve Albon     01460 234035
Clerk to the Parish Council - Veronica Moore              vmmoore21@hotmail.co.uk
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board                    01460 234200
Neighbourhood Watch - Neil Arnold     01460 234693
Buckland St Mary C.E. Primary School: CEO - Suzanne Flack   01460 234251
Executive Head of School - Gareth Nation              http://www.bucklandstmaryceprimaryschool.sch.uk
Churchwarden - Jon Mayled      01460 234181
Tower Captain - Keith Every                     01460 234620

Otterford: http://otterfordparishcouncil.org

Somerset West & Taunton District  Councillor – Ross Henley   01823 665988 
                                  Cllr.r.henley@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Mike Canham     01460 234639
           mike.otterfordparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Clerk to the Parish Council - Penny Hart                    01460 234639
Village Hall bookings - Amanda Williams     01460 234264
       bookings@otterfordparishhall.co.uk 
The Hub - Communications - Peter Naylor                     01823 601106
Churchwarden - David Ruthven      01823 601455

General:
Somerset County Councillor (Buckland St Mary) - Amanda Broom   01460 62102
Somerset County Councillor (Otterford & Churchstanton) - John Thorne  01823 663146 
                  JBThorne@somerset.gov.uk
Blackdown Community Bus  blackdownbus@gmail.com  07762 813967

Bishopswood Chapel
Chris Sussex       01460 234270

Blackdown Benefice
Rector - Revd Jim Fallon  revfallon@btinternet.com  01823 421757
Associate Priest - Revd Dr Nick Griffin ngriffin84@gmail.com (Wed/Sun)  07724 066293

Blackdown Hills AONB - Katherine Findlay     01823 680682
                            katherine.findlay@devon.gov.uk 
TDBC Health Response Unit                     01823 356337
Wessex Water                      0845 6004600
Bristol Water       0800 373501
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Monthly Payments 
Single implant from £66 per month. 
T and Cs apply

The Whyte House Dental Group, 
89 Fore Street, Topsham, Exeter

Telephone: 01392 877494
www.thewhytehouse.com

A life-changing alternative to conventional full dentures

ATTENTION DENTURE WEARERS
ARE YOU HAVING ANY OF THESE ISSUES WITH YOUR DENTURES

RESULT - EAT THE FOODS YOU LOVE

THE 
SOLUTIONS

“The difference it has made to me from eating out to my 
smile, money well spent”

Maria Devon

“I have had a lot of problems with my teeth and Grant has 
been the only dentist to give me hope for an acceptable 

outcome. I really appreciate the rapport and honest 
conversation we have had and continue to have.

Thank you Grant.”
D.T Devon

 Gum ulcers
 Bone pain
 Multiple clinical visits to adjust them
 Dentures move
 Worried about eating out

 Have to use glue at every meal and hate the taste
 Worried the glue is not healthy
 Loss confidence and they look fake
 Can’t see the teeth when you smile
 Can’t eat apples, steak, tomatoes

FREE IMPLANT CONSULTATION

Fixed teeth in a day by an expert.
Dr Brookshaw first qualified in 1996 from the University of Dundee. Then in 1999 he gained his Masters degree in 
Oral Surgery from the University of Sheffield and further extended his clinical qualification in 2001 by completing an 
18 month Implant Training Programme.

In 2009, he attained the highest honours award in the implant masters program from University of California Los Angeles/Gide program.

Richard was also one of the first six in the UK to gain The Diploma in Implant Dentistry from the Royal College of Surgeons, 
Edinburgh at its first sitting.

Dr Richard Brookshaw BDS BMedSci (oral surgery) Dip Imp Dent RCS Ed (practice limited to implant dentistry)

GDC number 72150

1. Fixed teeth in a day. 
(Teeth screwed in)

2. Dentures stabilised by 2 implants. 
Full assessment needed to establish if you are suitable for the treatment 
Finance packages. (T&Cs; Apply) 

“Delighted with my fixed bridge and after care at The Whyte 
House. They feel like my own teeth.“

Geoff Topsham
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