
October 2008     70p 
 

  The parish magazine of  
Churchstanton, 

Buckland St. Mary and Otterford 



CBO News is published by the CBO News Team & printed by Wessex Malthouse Direct, Taunton 

* Subject to space 
being available 

Please send or take editorial copy to one of your collators who are: 
 

Colvin Parry: Pear Tree Cottage, Stapley, Taunton TA3 7QB 
 E-mail: colvin@cbonews.org.uk Tel/Fax: 01823 601224 
 

Hilary Cumming:  Higher Beetham Farm, Whitestaunton, Chard TA20 3PZ 
  E-mail: hilary@cbonews.org.uk 
 Tel: 01460 234460   Fax: 01460 234450 
 

Rosemary Ward - Smith:  The Old Forge, Birchwood, Buckland St. Mary, Chard, TA20 3QQ 
 E-mail: rosy@cbonews.org.uk Tel. 01460 234668 
 

Sally Milnes Ford Barton, Moor Lane, Churchinford, Taunton, TA3 7RE 
 E-mail: sally@cbonews.org.uk Tel. 01823 602882 
 

Other CBO News contacts are: 
 

General Editors:  David Bleloch - email: editors@cbonews.org.uk             Tel.: 01823 478001 
  Jon Mayled - Porter - email: jon@cbonews.org.uk          Tel.: 01460 234181 
 

Advertising Managers:  Lynda & Gary Smith:4 Woodcroft Meadows, Bishopswood, Chard TA20 3HA. 
 E-mail: gary@cbonews.org.uk               Tel: 01460 234603 
 

Treasurer: Tim Grabham 
 

Magazine Distributors: 
 David Dobinson:  Tel. 01823 601256 (Churchstanton distribution) 
 Del Wiggins:  Tel. 01460 234458 (Buckland St. Mary distribution) 
 Happy Wright:  Tel. 01460 234441 (Otterford distribution) 
 

Subscription Managers:  
Churchstanton - Mrs. Linda Knowles  -  Ford Cottage, Church Road, Churchinford, TA3 7QY Tel. 01823 602742 
Buckland St. Mary & Otterford - Mrs. Penny Gale - Lower Fyfett Barn, Otterford, Taunton, TA20 3QP 
          Tel. 01823 601577 
 

The CBO News team is nominated by the 
Parish Councils & Parochial Church Councils of Churchstanton, Buckland St. Mary & Otterford. 

Copy deadline for April 2008 issue 
NOON, Wednesday 12 March 2008 

NO LATE ENTRIES PLEASE 

The CBO News accepts no liability for: 
     1.  Any claims made by advertisers. 
     2.  Any errors or omissions in the advertisement as submitted by the advertiser. 
     3.  Any legal action as a result of the advertisement. 

The Editors’ decision to publish is final. 

ADVERTISING IN THE CBO NEWS - SCALE OF CHARGES 

Size of advert. in millimetres 
One off advert. per 

month 

Commercial charge  
for 12 monthly 
advertisements 

Local fundraising. 
Charge per month 

(1/8 x A5 Size) 61w x 44h (Landscape) N/A £30.00 N/A 

(1/4 x A5 Size) 124w x 44h (Landscape) N/A £40.00 N/A 

(1/4 x A5 Size) 61w x 91h (Portrait) N/A £40.00 N/A 

(1/2 x A5 Size) 124w x 91h (Landscape) £12.00 £70.00 £4.00 

(1/2 x A5 Size) 61w x 185h (Portrait) £12.00 £70.00 N/A 

(A5 Size) 124w x 185h (Portrait) * £18.00 £115.00 £8.00 



  

EDITORIAL 
 
Welcome to the October edition of your award-winning Newsletter. Well – 
almost… CBO News was awarded the Runner-Up prize in the Large Village 
Category (1500+ population) 2007. The Winner was the Polden Post to 
whom our congratulations but we’ll have to get hold of a copy and give 
them an even better run for their money next year. 
 
Although this has been said many times, the prize is not really for the Newsletter itself 
or its editors but for the incredibly vibrant community who provide the articles and, 
even more importantly, organise and take part in the many activities which we record 
every month. 
 
This month is certainly no exception – trips to France, rambling, meetings, progress on 
the Churchinford Shop, birds of prey at Hollybank House, early notices for Burns 
Night, and Buckland St Mary winning the Somerset Village of the Year competition. 
 
All this together with the monthly recipe—though we remain uncertain about what 
exactly the Churchinford children are doing with rice pudding, spaghetti hoops, and 
beans. 
 
So, as we head relentlessly through autumn into winter (don’t blink) we can now sing 
along with: 
 

Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer 
Those days of soda and pretzels and beer 
Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer 
You’ll wish that summer could always be here. 

 
In honesty we might wish that summer had lasted more than three days of September 
but we ‘will survive’. 
 

With best wishes 

 

David Bleloch & Jon Mayled  

While the editors welcome material for publication in the ‘CBO News’, they do not guarantee that any item will be included or will 
appear in a particular edition. They reserve the right to edit or shorten any items which are used. Publication is in good faith and does 
not imply accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed. 

 

DEADLINE DATE 

Edition Closing date 
November Wed 15 October 
December Fri 14 November 
January Wed 10 December 
February Fri 16 January 
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A.C. POTTER 
 

GENERAL 
BUILDING 

 

HOUSEHOLD 
MAINTENANCE 

 
Telephone: 01823 601405 

 
Mobile: 07970 840173 

 

Marti Spencer M.I.P.T.I. 
 

Holistic Health 
Therapist 

20 years experience 
 

AROMATHERAPY 
STRESS CONTROL 

NUTRITIONAL ADVICE 
 

Buckland St. Mary 
Tel: 01460 234 614 

 

Pure essential oils are 
extracted from various parts 
of flowers, herbs and resins 

and have properties that help 
enhance physical and mental 
wellbeing, activate the body’s 
natural healing process and 

strengthen the immune 
system. 

 

STRESS – Not all stress is neg-
ative – it can be 

stimulating – but it is 
recognised that in excess it 

can cause:- 
INSOMNIA, FATIGUE, 

DEPRESSION, ANXIETY 
PANIC ATTACKS, MIGRAINES 

DIGESTIVE & 
CARDIOVASCULAR PROBLEMS 

 

A treatment can help relieve 
stress and promote deep 

relaxation 
 

AROMATHERAPY can safely be 
used in conjunction with most 

conventional medical 
treatments 
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THINKING ALOUD … 
Thoughts from the Blackdown Benefice Churches 
www.blackdown.org.uk 
It's been a dreary summer as we watch one depression (so well 
named!) after another winging in across the Atlantic, bringing high 
winds and yet more rain. I sense that many of us remain unre-
freshed by a summer break and are facing the autumn without our 
usual summer reserves of sunshine and relaxation. It seems a long 
and dreary way to Christmas, and only the sight of our own farmers 
viewing their wrecked fields, or television pictures of devastation in 
India or the Caribbean puts our own disappointment into perspec-
tive. 
I had to abandon my plans for a sailing holiday in the English Chan-
nel, leaving me with the decision of what to do instead. A cheap 
flight out of Bristol to just about anywhere warm and sunny looked 
like a good option. But just a minute – what's causing all this freak-
ish weather around the world? I'm fairly sure that this is the result 
of climate change, and that much of that change is due to our use of 
fossil fuels. And surely aeroplanes are one of the worst polluters, 
putting out their gasses so high in the atmosphere. So I can see 
that a holiday in this country is a much more responsible option. 
'But', says a little voice in my head, 'surely the plane will go any-
way, even if you're not on it, so what difference will your self-denial 
make? Surely, with this intensive job of yours, a couple of weeks 
sun isn't too much to ask? Maybe climate change is already irre-
versible, so why not enjoy yourself while you can?' 
The strange thing about climate change is that we have been told 
about it for at least twenty years; we can begin to see the devastat-
ing effects for ourselves and others; we know what we ought to do; 
– and yet we find it so difficult to live in a different way. The short-
hand word for this for centuries has been 'sin'. All it means is know-
ing what we ought to do, but failing to do it. We see it every day in 
all areas of our life. Most of us bash on bravely, still trying, still fail-
ing, and too proud to ask for help. Yet help is available. As one of 
the first Christians said, 'I do not do what I want, but the very thing 
that I hate. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me? Thanks 
be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!' 
All of us are caught up in this cycle of depression at our inability to 
be the people we want to be. Many of us have found new strength 
and new life in God.              Sue Green 
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CHURCH SERVICES – October – 2008 
  

   
5 October 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 20 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
 
12 October 0800 Corfe Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 21 1030 Birchwood Holy Communion (BCP) 
 1030 Churchstanton Morning Worship (CW) 
 1030 Otterford Family Service 
 1030 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW) 
 1800 Buckland St Mary Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 1830 Corfe Compline (CW) 
  
19 October 0830 Pitminster Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 22 1030 Churchstanton Family Service 
 1030 Corfe Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Morning Worship (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (CW) (Sunday School) 
 1830 Otterford Compline (CW) 
 
26 October 0830 Churchstanton Holy Communion (BCP) 
Last Sunday 1030 Otterford Holy Communion (CW) 
after Trinity 1030 Pitminster Holy Communion by Extension (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Family Service 
 1830 Corfe Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 
2 November 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
All Saints 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) 
Sunday 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
  
Readers and Sidesmen for Buckland St Mary and Birchwood 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
5 Oct 0830 Jean Hine Philippians 3:4b-14 Gordon Board 
  Vicki Bell Matthew 21:33-end Ann Hales 
12 Oct 1030 Peter Naylor Philippians 4:1-9 Vicki Bell 
  Freddie Crane Matthew 22:1-14 
 1800 John Crump Isaiah 25:1-9 Ian Cumming 
  Ian Cumming Matthew 22:1-14  
19 Oct  1100 William Kennard 1 Thes. 1:1-10 Ian Cumming 
  Bill Butt Matthew 22:15-22 William Kennard 
26 Oct 1100 Claire Bleloch Lev. 19.1,2,15-18 Gordon Board 
  Aisling Farrell Matthew 22.34-end Del Wiggins 
2 Nov 0830 Ian Cumming 1 John 3:1-3 
  Pam Hull Matthew 5:1-12 
 
Readers for Otterford 
  Readers 
12 Oct 1030 Happy Wright Isaiah 25:1-9  
  Janet Grabham Matthew 22:1-14  
26 Oct 1030 Penny Gale  Leviticus 19.1,2,15-18  
  John Gale Matthew 22.34-end  
  
Readers and Sidesmen for Churchstanton 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
5 Oct 1030 Charlotte Gill Isaiah 5:1-7 Geoffrey Berry 
  Daphne Morris Matthew 21:33-end 
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SERVICES AT BISHOPSWOOD CHAPEL 
Family Worship     
 10.30 am - 11.15 am  
Refreshments     
 11.15 am onwards 
Communion + Evening Service    6.30 pm - 7.45 
pm 

12 Oct 1030 Sandra Aldworth  Isaiah 25:1-9 Sylvia Pike 
  Gill Dennis Matthew 22:1-14  
19 Oct 1030 Christine Bradbeer Isaiah 45.1-7 Shirley Hooper 
  David Bleloch Matthew 22:15-22  
26 Oct 0830 Claudia Gill Lev. 19.1,2,15-18 Kathleen Hunt/ 
  Alice Hodges Matthew 22.34-end  Margaret Crabb 
2 Nov 1030 David Dobinson Revelation 7:9-17 Claudia Gill 
  Shirley Hooper Matthew 5:1-12 

Hollybank House 
We’re spreading our wings at Hollybank with some new services to 
help out people in the local community. We now have a “meals on 
wheels” service that caters to deliver quality hot food right to your 
doorstep. What’s more, having found our brand new shower room to 
be such a big hit with the residents we have decided to offer the 
same service to anyone in the local area who wishes to come over 
and have a bath or a shower. 
Our regular attendance at the Golden Age Club on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of every month has always proved to be a complete joy. 
Animals appear to be forming a predominant theme at our Home as 
well; recently we had a visit from Sharandy’s Birds Of Prey; and just 
before the children from Churchinford 
Pre-School broke up for their sum-
mer holidays, we had Sidmouth Don-
key Sanctuary pay us a visit. It was 
fantastic having the children over 
and we very much look forward to 
further visits from them in the future. 
A visit to the Ferne Animal Sanctuary 
in Chard is next on the list. 
On Saturday 25th October at 2 p.m., 
we are holding an open day. Tea and 
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cake will be available on the day for 
a nominal donation of 50p in addi-
tion to various raffle prizes. All the 
money raised will be going towards 
the Churchinford Village Shop. Other 
activities will be taking place as well 

so why not pop in for a look?      

“Simply Massage” 
with  

Trudi Farmer I.T.E.C. 
Aromatherapist 

 
Stiff neck? 
Aching shoulders? 
Headaches? 
Back pain? 
Anxiety and stress? 

 

Massage relieves tired, ach-
ing muscles, releases 

tension and gives a profound 
sense of well-being. 

 

TEL: 01404 861421 
for an appointment  

 
 

HEATHFIELD 
GARDEN 

CONTRACTORS 
 

General & Heavy Garden 
Work 

Garden Clearance & all 
Groundworks 

Garden Landscaping, 
Rockeries, Pools, Lawns,  
Patios, Drives & Pathways 

 

Post & Rail & Stock Fencing 
 

Mini Digger Hire 
 

JR HAWKER 
Tel.: 01823 680713 (Home) 

07989 549021 (Mobile) 

Free Quotations 

SMEATHARPE W.I. 
Several visitors were welcomed and a few apologies ac-
cepted by the President, Pam Parry. In the absence of 
the Secretary, Jenny Grabham, the Minutes of the last 
meeting were taken as read. Ann Salmon explained her 
local activities board and confirmed that the next orga-
nized outing to the theatre in Bath was fully booked. Af-
ter outlining the financial position, the Treasurer, Per-
nelle Rowe informed those who had ordered them that 
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the calendars and diaries for 2009 had arrived. The Acting Secre-
tary, Gloria Dobinson listed the various items of correspondence that 
had been received including a questionnaire on global poverty, infor-
mation on the Sustainable Communities Act, a CDrom containing 
craft information and an update on the W.I. Resolutions. She had 
also prepared for distribution the members’ telephone and address 
list in different formats. 
The President asked for volunteers to prepare food for the forthcom-
ing Group Meeting, which will have a Royal-Naval theme. She re-
minded members that the next fund raising event will be The Big 
Breakfast at Churchinford Village Hall on Saturday 4 October. Anoth-
er source of income, the Webb Ivory catalogue will now be run by 
Elizabeth Badman as Joan Briscoe is leaving the area.  
The Shoe Box Appeal was described by Ann Salmon to new mem-
bers and a date for packing the boxes is to be arranged. 
Claire Allen, the Fundraising Manager for MacMillan Cancer Support, 
gave a presentation on the history of the charity and its function in 
helping patients with their financial, medical and emotional needs. 
This included the role of the trained advisers, means-tested grants 
and the provision of specialist nurses. The organization is also lobby-
ing parliament to prioritize the care of cancer patients and aims to 
support everyone with cancer by the year 2010. 
The competition of the Best Decorated Bra was won by Anne 
Nicholls and the Flower of the Month by Liz Tucker’s Dahlia. 
The members were asked to put forward their names to serve on 
the new Committee as on 2 October it will be the Annual General 
Meeting when new officers will be selected. A Bring & Buy stall will 
be run by Rita Batchelor. All will be welcome at 7.30pm. in 
Smeatharpe Village Hall. 

DAVID GARROD 
 

QUALITY CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
 

Cupboards, Kitchen cabinets, 
Wardrobes, Shelving, Doors etc. 

 

Tel/Fax 01404 890135 
Dunkeswell, Honiton, EX14 4QH 
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BLACKDOWN HILLS AONB 
Outdoor events guide for 

October 
BH Hedge Association - Hedgelaying day course 
– Saturday, 4 Oct. 9.30am – 4.00pm. 

Learn the traditional skill of hedgelaying with the Blackdown Hills 
Hedge Association. Blackdowns hedges are renowned for their 
craftsmanship and as habitats for wildlife – on this course you can 
learn from the experts. Cost £28. Location: Yarcombe area. For 
more information: contact George Pidgeon on 01404 881634. 

BH Walking Group - Priors Park woods walk - Saturday, 4 Oct. 
10.00am 
About 5 miles via Priors Park woods to Blagdon Hill village, return 
by footpaths on other side of village. Some hills, some wet, some 
mud. Cost £3 for non-members. Booking not required. Location: 
Meet at Holman Clavel Inn. Map ref: ST 222 161. For more infor-
mation: contact Dorothy Saunders on 01823 421376. 

BHAONB/EDAONB - Wild Food Part 2 - Sunday, 12 Oct. 
11.00am – 2.00pm 
Following our beach foraging in the summer, this is a rough walk 
through scrub, bog and woodland in search of wild food, with lunch 
in the woods over an open fire!. Cost: £15. Booking required. Loca-
tion: Meet at roadside on the ‘Seven Mile Straight’, near entrance 
to Barn Park Farm at ST 219 051, where there is very limited park-
ing. For more information: contact the AONB office on 01823 
680681 or e-mail blackdownhills@devon.gov.uk. 

BHAONB - Mushroom Foray 1 – Awliscombe - Saturday, 18 Oct. 
11.00am – 2.00pm 
An ever-popular event for adults and kids! Forage for fungi in near-
by woods with David Allen before returning to the Awliscombe Inn 
to sample wild mushrooms. The mushroom appetiser is included in 
the price of the walk. Cost: £8 adult, £4 children. Booking required. 
Pub lunch available separately. Location: Awliscombe Inn. Map ref: 
ST 136 016. For more information: contact the AONB office on 
01823 680681 or e-mail blackdownhills@devon.gov.uk. 

Neroche - Touching the Seasons – Autumn - Sunday 19 Oct. 
10.00am – 4.00pm 
Britty Farm near Staple Fitzpaine. Join Neroche lead artist Michael 
Fairfax and other local experts to explore the history and artistic 
possibilities of the autumn landscape around the abandoned farm 
at Britty. Cost: Free. Location: Britty Farm near Staple Fitzpaine. 
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Map ref: ST 267 159. For more information: Contact the Neroche 
office on 01823 680846 or e-mail info@nerochescheme.org.  

BH Walking Group - Pitminster parish walk - Thursday, 23 Oct. 
10.00am 
Covering the west of the parish and Angersleigh settlement. We will 
see outstanding landscape, historic houses, a medieval church, vet-
eran trees and hedges. About 2 hours, moderate walk. Cost: £3 for 
non-members. Booking not required. Location: Meet at Sellick’s 
Green Playing Field Car Park. Map ref: ST 212 192. For more infor-
mation: Contact Chris Robinson on 01823 421667. 

Neroche - Autumn bushcraft day – FULLY BOOKED. RESERVE 
LIST ONLY. Saturday 25 Oct. 10.00am-4.00pm. 
For more information: Contact the Neroche office on 01823 680846 
or e-mail info@nerochescheme.org. 

BH Hedge Association - Hedge craft day - Wednesday, 29 Oct. 
10.00am-5.00pm 
Learn beautiful traditional hedge crafts on this full day course, part 
of Devon Hedge Week. We will cover hedgerow chairs, green wood-
working, and Blackdowns’ splint baskets. Cost: £40. Location: 
Buckland St Mary village hall. Map ref: ST 275 136. For more infor-
mation: Contact Margaret Edwards on 01460 234222. 

BHAONB - Spooky tales at Hemyock Castle - Friday 31 Oct. 3.00pm-
4.30pm. 
A unique chance for kids to experience Hemyock Castle at dusk, 
and listen to spooky tales from the past. The history of the castle 
and its owners will come alive with storytelling, a quiz and Hallow-
een treasure hunt. Suitable for age 6+. Cost: Children free, accom-
panying adults £3. Booking required. Location: Hemyock Castle, 
Hemyock, EX15 3RJ. For more information: Contact the AONB of-
fice on 01823 680681 or e-mail blackdownhills@devon.gov.uk.  
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“PLANNING PERMISSION NOT REQUIRED” 
FROM OCTOBER 2008 

PLANNING FOR SMALL EXTENSIONS (UP TO 2 STOREY)  
AND LOFT CONVERSIONS WILL NOT REQUIRE LOCAL AUTHORITY 

PLANNING PERMISSION FROM OCTOBER 2008 
RING FOR YOUR VERY COMPETETIVE FREE QUOTE 

KITCHENS – BEDROOMS – BATHROOMS 
OPEN UP YOUR POTENTIAL IN THIS VERY DIFFICULT MARKET 

PLACE BY ADDING AN EXTENSION 
 

 
 
 
 

 NOW IS THE 
TIME!  

FOR ALL YOUR BUILD-
ING NEEDS 

CHOOSE YOUR LOCAL BUILDING SPECIALISTS 
SW SERVICES LTD 

01823 601340 wpwellsburr@aol.com CALL 07801 072263 

S  
B  C  

A Home From Home 
Luxury heated apartments 
Quiet & Picturesque Rural Setting 
Proprietors Resident 
Inspection Welcome 
Long or Short Term 
Convenient forA303 Road Links 
NO DOGS BOARDED 
Open 9am – 12.30pm – other times by 

appointment 
Proprietor: Angela Pitcher 

Batstone Farm 
Sticklepath 

Combe St. Nicholas 
Somerset TA20 3HL 

Tel: 01460 234574 or 07932 394368 
 

This project is supported under the England Rural Development 
Program by the Department of Environment, Food & Rural Affairs & 
the European Agricultural Guidance & Guarantee Fund. 

FLEXI-STORE 
 

Secure Containers &  
Free Standing Storage 
Household-Business-

Leisure 
 

01460 234309 
Situated at 

Buckland St. Mary 
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NEW VILLAGE SHOP 
As many of you will be aware a notice has recently been placed in 
the Churchinford Village Stores’ window to say that the shop is 
available to rent. We have spoken with Martin and Fay Newman who 
advise that ideally they would wish to rent the shop out on a short 
term basis, say 6 to 12 months. They say that, possibly, it could be 
available to rent for a slightly longer period, say up to 3 years, but 
no longer. 
Even given its availability for 3 years it still does not become a via-
ble location for a Community Shop long term so we would all be 
faced with the current situation at that time, i.e. needing to find a 
location and the money to finance it and neither may be available at 
that time. Therefore we have concluded we should press ahead as 
fast as possible with the barn purchase and conversion project. 
We have also considered very carefully renting the shop for the time 
until the Community Shop can open its doors in the barn. This would 
have many benefits to the Community. However at the moment 
your Committee’s time is fully committed to the barn project and it 
must remain so as the grant providers have stressed that their mon-
ey, if granted, is on the basis that the barn conversion is completed 
by March/April of next year. The Members of the Committee are 
therefore unable take on this additional role of managing the exist-
ing shop. However, if there is anyone in the Community who has 
both the time and the necessary financial and management experi-
ence to take on this role for the next 6 months we would like very 
much to hear from you. 

Richard Badman 

Barn/Folk Dancing 
Change of start date 

In September’s CBO News it was advised that the 
Tuesday evening Barn/Folk Dancing in Churchinford 
Village Hall would restart on Tuesday October 14. 

Sorry, got the date wrong, Dancing will restart on Tuesday October 
21, 7.30pm 
See you all on the 21st. 
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Churchstanton Parish 
Council 

Quite a good attendance of six Councillors, four 
parishioners and the Clerk for the September 

Meeting of the Parish Council. 
SC Cllr Henley and TDB Cllr Thorne had sent their apologies but the 
latter also included his monthly Report on activity within the Bor-
ough Council. This included reference to the location of Gypsies; 
movement on the Post Office front; repercussions from the Bud-
dhafield event at Culmhead; potential accident spot also at 
Culmhead; the destiny of BT phone kiosks; the workings of the 
Somerset Strategic Housing Partnership and the complexities of con-
stitutional change within the Borough Council. 
Criminal activity is again on the up in the locality with four reported 
incidents reported during August (it was three in July), mainly in the 
vicinity of Culmhead. (you haven’t heard about Culmhead for weeks 
and now it has had three mentions in the first dozen lines – and the 
Bike Race passed through the very same spot in the middle of Sep-
tember!) 
It was then on to the Council’s two favourite topics – the provision 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Quality Bespoke Joinery 

 
From bookcase to staircase 

 
For Free Estimates Contact 

 
Richard Bradbeer 
07969229909 

Unit 36a Fox Moor Nurseries Haywards Lane 
Wellington Somerset TA21 9PH 
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of a Community Shop and development at Biscombe. On the former, 
Mr Badman said that things are progressing favourably – applica-
tions for funding have been/are being made and there is to be an 
Information Meeting in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm on Tuesday, 14 
October 2008 when the current situation will be made crystal 
clear!?! As many of you will have seen, Fay and Martin are looking 
for tenants for the Village Stores (after the demise of the Post Of-
fice) and it has been suggested that the Community Shop might 
move in on an “interim” basis as a “holding manoeuvre” until the 
permanent premises are ready. The team members currently occu-
pied on setting up the Community Shop do not have the time to run 
such a project and would need a manager to oversee the day to day 
running of the shop for (say) six months. The post will be part time 
and salaried and the successful applicant will need financial experi-
ence, preferably in retailing. It’s a long time since I did a “sit vac” 
advert! If anyone is interested in helping out, please get in touch 
with Richard Badman or one of his merry band. 
Your Council next turned its attention to a proposed extension at 
Hilliers, Biscombe. The extension itself was discussed and very 
quickly agreed but the location of same was a completely different 
“kettle of fish”. Discussion revolved around a right of way between 
Hilliers and the adjacent property, now known as The Orchards. 
Eventually, after a great deal of to-ing and fro-ing, the Chairman 
ruled that the Parish Council did not have sufficient legal knowledge 
to give an opinion on what is or is not acceptable. It was agreed that 
the PC would support the proposed extension but would leave the 
legal wrangling on its location to the trained minds of the TDBC Of-
ficers. Phew!! 
Current building work at Hunters Lodge Barn and Northdown House 
was discussed and an Application relating to the cladding on a gar-
age at Trents View was agreed. Approval for a conservatory at 
Hilliers and the withdrawal of an application to convert a barn oppo-
site Westcroft were noted. 
95% of the correspondence fell into the “noted” category, the ex-
ception being an offer from the Somerset Road Safety Partnership to 
organise a “Driver Awareness” course in the Village. Your Councillors 
(and Clerk), being conscious of the value of such a course to all oth-
er drivers, has asked the Partnership to make the necessary ar-
rangements. Watch out for details!! Another point of great im-
portance is the advice that Planning Site Notices – the laminated 
yellow notices tied to telegraph poles/gate posts etc adjacent to 
sites applying for planning consent – will not be on yellow paper in 
future but will be on white paper with “Planning Site Notice” across 
the top in green. Don’t forget, you heard it here first!! 
Finances are good, a few cheques were signed and it was noted that 
rainwater still seems to run everywhere other that where it is sup-



14 

posed to run – but a visit by Somerset Highways technicians on 1st 
October will sort that out! Cllr Mrs Morris reported on her attendance 
of a TD Local Strategic Partnership meeting where Talking To-
morrow’s Vision of Taunton Deane was presented and various Issues 
and Actions were discussed. Cllr Mrs Morris said she felt that the 
meeting had been very valuable. 
And that was it – all business dealt with and back in the safety of 
our own homes in time for the Nine O’clock News – if there was still 
a Nine O’clock News. 
Next Meeting in Churchinford Village Hall at 7.30 pm on Wednesday, 
8 October 2008. Why not give it a go? 

Brian Simpson 
Clerk to the Council 

NB the above are the Clerk’s views on what took place at the Meet-
ing – they are not the Official Minutes of the Meeting. 
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   Flying Chefs    Heavenly Food  Flying Chefs 
 

Let us do the hard work for you 
 

     corporate events   weddings 
     christenings   funeral teas 
    dinner parties   celebrations 
 

   any occasion catered for 
 

Quality catering at affordable prices 
 

Telephone:01823 331968 or Email: janecollard@tiscali.co.uk 

RICHARD 
BROWN 

 

ELECTRICIAN 
 

Prompt Professional Service 
 

Sockets 
Lighting 
Rewiring 

Upgrading Fuse Boxes 
 

Part “P” Registered 
 

( 01823 680389 
Mobile: 07721089209 

 

SEWING MACHINE SERVICING           TELEPHONE - 01823 601465 
DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL                or 01823 601347 
 

IAN HOOPER 
SOUTH WEST REGIONAL SERVICE CENTRE 

 
COME TO THE REAL EXPERTS 

 
ALL MAKES REPAIRED                FULL GUARANTEES 
FREE ESTIMATES                    PROMPT SERVICE 
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Good home produce that  
won’t cost you the earth 

 
Come in, pay us a visit at our new Farm 

Deli at Kedget Barton Farm 
Churchstanton.  

 
From our serve over the counter you can find 

local and European cheeses and meats 
home made products including quiches, pasties 

sausage rolls, scotch eggs, steak pies, chicken pies 
curries, lasagne, chilli, cottage pie 

Salad counter, olives 
Puddings and cakes 

Fresh bread baked daily 
Homebred beef and local free range chickens and eggs 
Orders taken with free delivery within 10 mile radius  

 

See me at Churchinford Village Market every first Saturday in the 
month, Trull Market 3rd Saturday in the month  

or call me with your requirements. 
Also catering for special occasions. 

 
Telephone 01823 601099 or 07989 802042 

www.jacquirees.co.uk 

Farm Deli 
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CHURCHINFORD PRE-SCHOOL AND 
DAYCARE 

We are proud to offer: 
 

 
 

Caring and experienced staff 
Bright and inviting premises 
Happy, lively environment 

Large secure outside play area 
Flexible sessions 

We are open 9-3 daily during term time for 2 year olds and above 
For our prospectus, please telephone: 

Kate Burns on 07815 440757 or visit us at the rear of Churchinford 
Village Hall. 

www.churchinfordchildcare.co.uk 

Down Memory Lane 
25 Years Ago 

Buckland St. Mary Newsletter – October 1983 
(with Otterford & Churchstanton Church News.) 
Dear Friends, 

I am most grateful to the ladies who decorated Churchstanton and 
Otterford, AND BIRCHWOOD, for their Harvest Services, and for the 
collection at Churchstanton of £36.12 for The Somerset Hospice.  
Also many thanks to Mrs. Hodges and Mrs. Hunt and all who organ-
ised the Bingo Session for Churchstanton Church Funds; all who 
gave money and prizes, and Mr. Albert Perry for calling the numbers 
so well on the day. It was a happy evening and proceeds amounted 
to £33. 
There is to be a CONFIRMATION in St Andrew's Church, Taunton on 
Friday, 2nd December by Bishop John, the Bishop of the Diocese. 
The first class in preparation is to be on WEDNESDAY, 5th OCTOBER 
at The Rectory, Churchstanton at 8.00 p.m.  I should be glad to 
hear from anyone who would like to join us, PREB. RONALD LEWIS 
will be taking the Services for me on Sundays 16th and 23rd Octo-
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ber - I know you will all make him welcome. 
My wife joins me in sending our best, wishes to you all, Yours sin-
cerely, 
LAURENCE HEMMONS. 
Sunday October 2nd. Harvest Thanksgiving at Buckland, followed by 
our CHEESE AND CIDER supper combined with AUCTION. Do come 
and join us for this traditional country event – we should like to see 
a full Church at 7.00 p.m. because, in spite of all our moans, we do 
have a lot to say “thank you” for!  
In regard to the auction – for once we do not feel guilty about ask-
ing for generosity. So far this year there have been no Church mon-
ey raising efforts. We still have about £200 of Quota to pay, and al-
so the unexpected expense of floor tiles. Church Service Collection 
for one, auction proceeds for t’other! Supper free – provided by P. 
C. C. 
THE CHILDREN/FAMILY SERVICE – made a very good start on Sep-
tember 18th, with about 15 children of varying ages, plus Mums and 
Dads. Emily Pym made her debut with the recorders, and we were 
grateful to two “seniors”, Louise Board (flute) and Emma Fortune for 
helping out. Lisa Wyatt read the story of the loaves and fishes 
(using such an enormous book which threatened to engulf her!) and 
Mark Fortune continued his role of Master of Ceremonies. We wel-
comed Angela, Elizabeth and Sarah Elworthy for the first time, and 
hope that others will make an effort to join us on Sunday October 
16th at 3.00 p.m. 
The new CHURCH GATE (North side) has arrived. This is a gift from 
Mrs J. Mutter in memory of her husband, Henry, and a suitable 
plaque will soon be fitted. The gift includes new posts, and the origi-
nal ironwork has been cleaned and re-placed. 
1st BUCKLAND CUBS. Welcome back to old Cubs, and to the 6 new 
Cubs who have joined our Pack. We all enjoyed a very successful 
pack holiday on the Quantocks which included tracking, boat build-
ing, bivouac building and hiding in the undergrowth. The Cubs 

 

PENNY PRICE FURNITURE 
 

DESIGNER & MAKER OF HIGH QUALITY FURNITURE 
Individually Designed to Your Specifications 

CONTEMPORARY AND TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
 

Phone 07881 785517 for a chat about your requirements 
or visit our website www.pennypricefurniture.com 

Unit 1c Chelston Enterprise Centre Castle Road Wellington Somerset TA21 9JQ 
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hid themselves so well that it took the Leaders two and a 
half hours to sniff them out, and some had to reveal themselves. 
Midweek we had a day trip to Butlins at Minehead. The finale of the 
holiday was a “tramps supper” round a camp fire, with entertain-
ment provided by the Cubs. JANE, WILLIE, ROHAN and THE COOK 
would like to thank all Cubs who attended Pack holiday for the lovely 
gifts which were very much appreciated. 
With the dark nights approaching the Cubs are training and putting 
to practice their skills of football ready for the District Football Chal-
lenge in October. 

Phillip Wright 

01460 55703 
incl. evenings & weekends 

computers 

MONKEYPUZZLE 

Professionally qualified 
Computer repair &  up-

grade 
Virus removal &   preven-

tion 
Home tutoring 

Small business support 
Jargon-free explanations 

Extremely competitive rates - 
please call  

Thanks to all those who stayed to enjoy a Ploughman’s Lunch fol-
lowing the United Benefice Holy Communion Service on the 5th 
Sunday, 31st August. We are delighted to be able to send £130.00 
to St Margaret's Hospice, in Memory of the late Revd. Prue Dufour. 
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It’s official! 
Buckland is best in Somerset. 

In the recently judged Calor Gas Village of the Year 2008 Competi-
tion, Buckland St. Mary was judged to be the overall winner for 
Somerset. How exciting is that? 
Without the help, co-operation and enthusiasm of all those listed 
below, the Grand Plan could not have taken place and progressed so 
smoothly to achieve this prestigious accolade for ‘Beautiful Buck-
land’. 
Jo Salter Parish Council 
Gill Horner Until recently Clerk to the Parish Council 
Keith Every Church Tower Captain 
Colin Board & Anthony Norton Judges’ drivers 
Andrew Bell Buckland Art Class 
Margery Harkness Buckland Ladies’ Craft & Cooking 
Ann Hales Buckland Flower Show 
Barbara & Gordon Board and Carol & Paul Jones Open Gardens 
Gordon Board Livery Yard Owner 
Caroline & Mike Drew Dairy Farmers 
Mark Drew Raising the Union flag at the Church 
Kath Gigg The Cheese Gig 

      
      RUTH & NICK STRANGE 

Telephone: 01823 601565 
Email: beechhayes@aol.com 

HOME OF THE BLACKDOWN BANGER. 
GLOUCESTER OLD SPOT PORK. 

NATIVE BREED GRASS FED BEEF. 
HOME BRED, GRASS FED LAMB & MUTTON. 

FREE RANGE HEN, DUCK & GOOSE EGGS. 
CHRISTMAS POULTRY IN SEASON. 

See us in Churchinford Village Market on the first Saturday 
in every month & Churchinford ‘Square’ on all other 

Saturday mornings. 
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Owen Gigg Representing the School Governors 
Rosemary  Birchwood Church – playing the harmonium and  
 Ward-Smith  arranging the flowers 
Michelle Salamon Home-raised lambs and lamb products 
Tom Kealey Designer of fine hand-made furniture 
Revd. Sue Green The Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin 
Jean Watkis Yarty Gardening Club 
Chris Watkis Neighbourhood Watch and Buckland 2002 Video 
Mike Fortune The Big Breakfast 
Sandie Potts Brownies & Guides 
Ian Cumming The Royal British Legion 
Peter Reed Dairy farming and Young Farmers 
Jon Mayled The CBO News 
David Jeffries The CBO Bus 
Gill Bromley Blackdown Hills Hedge Association 
Ann Kennard Buckland Church flowers 
Liz Farmer Production and loan of table coverings 
Pam Martin Flower arrangements 
Sheila Ducker and Marion Board “The Cup that Cheers!” 
Val Jeffrey Cakes (scrummy!) 
Del Wiggins Place names and signage 
Barbara Board Village Hall Bookings 
Bishopswood Village Hall Committee Loan of PowerPoint projector 
Buckland Ladies Group Loan of china cups & saucers. 
The presentation ceremony will take place on Thursday 25th Sep-
tember at Glastonbury Town Hall, where, to celebrate our success, 
we will be joined by Lady Elizabeth Gass JP, Lord Lieutenant of Som-
erset. 
As the Calor Village of the Year ® for 2008, Buckland St. Mary now 
has the honour of being nominated to represent their county in the 
prestigious Calor Village of the Year ® for England 2008/2009. This 
will give Buckland the opportunity of gaining recognition at National 
level, as well as a share of a prize fund of more than £36,000! We 
need to qualify for one of the categories. 
The cogs are whirring and ideas are forming – the challenge will be 
taken up with great enthusiasm. Watch this space for more news 
and (in the motto of the Boy Scouts) “Be Prepared” and (with apolo-
gies to Lord Kitchener for the parody on his famous words) “Your 
Village may need YOU!” 
Thank you ‘Team Buckland’ – wait for your ‘phones to ring. 



22 

Churchill & Co 
Chartered Accountants 

Not all  
accountants  
are the same! 
 

Let us lift the burden of financial  
administration with prompt,  
proactive services and expert advice.  
 

- Chartered Accountants  
- Business Advisors 
 
Taunton office 01823 321177  
Honiton office 01404 43360  
Email mail@churchill-co.net 
Web www.churchill-co.net 

THE YARTY GARDENING CLUB 
With one of the wettest and dullest Augusts on record, 
members of the the Yarty Gardening Club could have been 
forgiven if they had decided to give Kia-Ora gardens near 
Tiverton a miss. But, with true British stoicism, about half 
the members turned out and were rewarded with a clear 

evening. 
Kia-Ora was named by its former New Zealand owners and lived up 
to its Maori ‘welcome’ name when owner Mrs Disney met the group.  
The gardens, which were more formal near the house, took us 
across lawns populated with a variety of ducks, geese and swans, all 
taking advantage of the ponds, until we got to the lakes at the end 
of the property, which are managed for fishing. 
Our nursery rhyme skills were tested by quirky little displays in 
some of the herbaceous borders – there was Mary with her little 
lamb, the cow jumping over the moon in Hey Diddle Diddle, and lots 
more. In fact, there were surprises around every corner, all set in a 
beautiful countryside location. 
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When asked about the number of gardeners employed to look after 
the gardens’ extensively planted ten acres, Mrs Disney replied that it 
was just herself, with help from her lawn cutting daughter. The 
lakes are managed separately. “It was a hobby that got a bit out of 
hand” she laughed, and went on to explain that she spends all day, 
every day, in the garden particularly during the growing season.  
The evening was finished off with a delightful tea. 
Photographs of the visit can be seen on the Buckland St Mary web 
site. 
The Club’s next meeting is on Thursday, 16th October, 7.30 p.m. at 
Otterford village hall. The speaker will be Ray Warner on ‘Roots of 
Vegetables’. 
A reminder to members that there will be a competition for an ar-
rangement depicting fireworks, so get your thinking caps on every-
one. 

Wendy Hall 

 

Wilton House 
TAUNTON 

Retirement Home for the Active Elderly 
 

Homely, sociable atmosphere 
Resident staff 

All rooms en-suite 
Telephone and TV points in each room 

Comfortable lounges, dining and TV room 

Adjacent to Vivary Park and close to town centre 
 

Wilton House, Upper High Street, Taunton TA1 3PX 
Telephone: 01823 254339 or 01823 275950 
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Digital TV and Satellite 
Specialists 

 

Aerial and Satellite systems 
installed and upgraded. 

Freeview, Sky Digital, Sky TV. 
TV, FM, DAB, Digital, Terrestrial. 

Multipoint viewing. 
 

Free quotation and installation 
advice. 

01823 680190 
07766 522336 

 

MARK STAPLE 
 

CARPENTRY 
 

Professional 
Kitchen Fitter 

 
Supply and fit or fit only 

 
All aspects of carpentry 

and 
home improvement work 

undertaken 
 

Tel: 01823 413663 
Mob: 07798 830365 
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MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE 
SELF DRIVE OR DRIVER AVAILABLE 

4 BUCKETS - TRAILER - DELIVERY 
HOME EXTENSIONS - DRIVES - GARDEN WALLS 

2 TONNE DUMPER ALSO AVAILABLE 
 

SW SERVICES LTD 
CHURCHSTANTON 

 

Blackdown 
Property maintenance 

 

Repairs to houses/sheds/guttering 
Patio laying/drain clearing 
Basic plumbing and electrics 

small building works 
Tiled and laminate flooring 

Stables (partitioning & maintenance) 
Field Shelters & poultry houses built 

Land/garden maintenance  
including fence repairs 

Also 
Plans etc. drawn up for 

consent/approval 
 

Ring/fax: David Lowe 
01823 601048 / 07855346843 
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BUCKLAND ST MARY  
PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

Buckland St Mary Parish Council met on 5 June 
in the village hall. Four Parish Councillors, 4 
members of the public and the clerk was pre-

sent. 
The financial statements for the month were signed off as correct.  
The planning application for the erection of a double car port and 
toolshed at Rydiness Farm, Hare Lane has been granted permission 
from SSDC. It was agreed that the clerk writes to Mr Butt regarding 
the possibility of renting out the shop space. 
In correspondence; An email had been received from Mr Richard 
Badman from Churchinford who is the Chairman of the Churchinford 
Community Shop committee asking if whether members of Buckland 
St Mary Parish would be interested in using their shop and if they 
are there is a questionnaire to complete. The Parish Council decided 
the best way to get the questionnaire to the people who may be in-
terested is to put it on the website and then it can be sent back to 
Mr Badman direct. 
Post Office Ltd has written to advise the Parish Council that from 25 
June the Post Office in Buckland St Mary will temporarily close, but 
they are ‘working hard to restore services in the area as soon as 
possible’. They are, however, interested to hear from anyone from 
potential retail partners interested in running the Post Office branch 
on behalf of Post Office Ltd. Their recruitment number is 0845 601 
6260.  
There will be a public meeting on 14 August at 8pm in the village 
hall to discuss the closure of the shop and if anyone is interested in 
letting out space so the service can be run for the community or is 
prepared to form a committee and run the shop then please attend 
the meeting. 
On 24 June there will be a celebration bring and share tea for Bill 
and Mrs Butt and this has been organised by Mrs Bell. The parish 
Council agreed to make a donation up to £50 for any costs incurred. 
The new clerk has decided to resign and will leave on 30 June. An 
advert has already been placed in the Chard and Ilminster News and 
the Post Office window. 
A couple of names for the new homes in the village have been sug-
gested and these have been passed onto Hastoe Housing Associa-
tion. 
A letter has been received from SSDC advising the Parish Council 
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that BT are planning to permanently remove the phone box from 
outside the telephone exchange in the village. 
The clerk has reported (twice) to Wessex Water that the concrete 
water posts have been removed and left behind the bin in the centre 
of the village. 
The meeting closed at 9:14pm. 

GRAHAM’S  

GARDENING SERVICES 
 hedge cutting - mowing - strimming 

and general garden maintenance 
sheds and fences painted 

competitive rates 
call:  

01460 57531 evenings (after 8pm) 
or 
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
I always think of the Autumn as the time for making 
chutneys and preserves, and this is a recipe that I 
have been making annually, since it was given to me 
by a work colleague many years ago. 
Beetroot Relish 
3 lbs (900g) beetroot; 2 large onions; ½ lb (225g) 

cooking apples; and one pint (575ml) of spiced malt vinegar. 
Method: Cook the beetroot until tender, peel and chop up into small 
pieces. Chop onions. Peel, core and chop apples.  
Place all ingredients into a saucepan. Stir over a gentle heat until 
the sugar is dissolved, then simmer for about 20 minutes until all is 
soft. 
Put into clean warm jars and cover. Can be eaten straight away or 
will keep for some time.        Penny 

County Councillor at Large 
This month I have been involved with plans to try and improve the 
bus service in the Blackdowns. As leader of Taunton Deane council I 
have arranged for funding to be awarded to form a partnership with 
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the county council to improve bus services in the Blackdown Hills 
into Taunton. I will be able to let you have more details next month.  
I am also handing over a cheque to the Churchinford village hall 
committee for new equipment. Last year the grant I gave them ena-
bled them to buy new tables.  
I have been speaking to Selana Mitford Slade from the Churchinford 
pre-school and I am going to award her a community grant to go 
towards a new safety rubber path for the pre-school.  
I have been speaking to Richard Badman from the Churchinford 
community shop group and have fixed the date to hand over the 
£3000 cheque I am awarding them from the new County Council 
local initiatives budget.  
Apart from this I am looking forward to attend the school fête in 
Churchinford and I am also getting a guided tour of the Otterford 
lakes project, let’s hope the weather keeps fine but with the summer 
we have had I won't be holding my breath. It really is amazing how 
quick autumn has begun to arrive to this area this year. 
Best wishes 

Ross Henley 
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W.H. BERRY & SON 
BROOKFIELD, COX’S HILL, CHURCHSTANTON, TAUNTON, TA3 7RL 

Telephone/Fax: Churchstanton (01823) 601386 
Independent Family Funeral Directors for three generations, 

Being established by James Berry in 1906. 
We offer a 24 hour personal and caring service. 

Visits to your home to make arrangements as always. 
The only Funeral Director based in the Blackdown Benefice. 

OTTERFORD  
PARISH COUNCIL 

The September meeting of Otterford Parish 
Council was held on Tuesday 9th September in 
the Parish Hall, Bishopswood – nothing new 

there then! 
All the Parish Councillors were in attendance together with TDBC 
Councillor Thorne, parishioners E Goddard and J Godsmark and the 
Clerk was also there to keep order! 
Despite the fact that there had been no meeting since early July, 
there was little ‘heavy’ stuff to be dealt with. 
Planning applications have been made for an extension at The Stalls, 
Otterford, an extension at The Wagon House, Otterford and for an 
amended plan at Church Farm, Otterford. 
Planning applications have been approved for the erection of a holi-
day chalet at Littlefields, Bishopswood and for a stable block near to 

COMMON BIRD  
OBSERVATIONS 

October is a busy month in the ornithological calendar. 
Most swallows and martins leave us for warmer climes, 
and the first redwings and fieldfares arrive from Scan-

dinavia. Usually there are fewer birds at garden bird tables this 
month, as there is so much natural food available. 
A house martin ringed as a nestling at Birchwood on 17 August 2007 
was found dead as a road casualty near Buckland St Mary on 29 
June 2008. A female siskin ringed on 16 March 2008 was at Bran-
don, Suffolk, on 15 April 08, 304 km away. 

Richard Ward-Smith 
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Westfield, Bishopswood. 
A planning appeal has been lodged against the refusal of an addi-
tional barn conversion at Church Farm, Otterford 
The Council was pleased to be informed that the Annual Audit for 
the year ending 31st March 2008, is now complete (the Clerk’s joy is 
almost unconfined!) 
A great deal of correspondence came into the ‘noted’ category. 
Highways are to be asked to remove the deer carcass alongside the 
road at Brown Down and to repair the hedge near to North Pole 
Farm, where a lorry has driven through it. 
The date of next month’s meeting will be Tuesday 7th October in the 
usual place and at the usual time – come and join us you never 
know, you might enjoy it. 

Hello everyone 
The summer is now behind us and I hope you have all 
managed to enjoy it despite the weather! It is always dif-
ficult to find activities to entertain children during the 
school holidays, especially during wet weather, and you 
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may be aware that the Safer Stronger Neighbourhood Teams have 
been very involved with various sporting and social activities that we 
have arranged for children in our communities to help keep them 
occupied and entertained and therefore less likely to become in-
volved in antisocial behaviour. These activities have included paint-
ball sessions, football tournaments, Energize events in Vivary Park 
which included a Royal Marine display team and extreme sports dis-
plays, and the regular monthly Energize Disco. These events were 
very well attended and a great success. A group of children who 
worked with us to help with arrangements were then taken on a trip 
to Alton Towers as a thank you for their help.  
With Halloween approaching, we are also planning an activity for 
children, in conjunction with Local Action Teams, to entertain them 
on the evening of 31st October and prevent them knocking on your 
doors. If you would like to display a Halloween poster to deter call-
ers leave a message on my voicemail and I will ensure you receive 
one. 
If you wish to contact me you can reach me on Voicemail 01823 
363287 and 70106 at the prompt.  
Regards until next month.   PCSO 9240 Donna Langdon 
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SARAH HAWKER 
BSc (Hons.) M.Ch.S.S.R.Ch 

 

REGISTERED PODIATRIST 
 

 Gait Analysis 
 Corrective Foot Care 
 Routine Chiropody 

 
Please ring to make an appointment. 
Available evenings and weekends. 

 
Telephone: Hemyock on 

01823 680713 
or 

Clinic Mobile: 07772 914541 

 



34 

CHURCHINFORD PRESCHOOL 
AND DAYCARE 

This Autumn term we welcome Toby, Amelie, Ethan, 
Leon, Cissy, Cody and Willow. We are also pleased to 

say hello to a new member of staff, Sarah Pelly who has joined our 
happy team, come in and meet her. We are looking forward to a lot 
of cooking activities and making our own break. We have already 
been enjoying toast made with bread from our very own bread mak-
er. 
The children and staff have decided to give sand play a miss for a 
while and are using rice pudding, spaghetti hoops, beans etc to play 
with. Why not pop along and join us having fun making a mess. 
Next month we are expecting a visit from the fire engine/fire fight-
ers, an event enjoyed by both children and adults alike, and also 
we’ll be celebrating Harvest Festival. 
Come in for a visit any time even it’s just to have a look around, we 
are always pleased to see new faces. 

Lesley 

 

Technical takedowns 
Crown reductions/ crown lifting 
Pruning and dead wooding 
Tree planting 
Hedge trimming / hedge laying 
Emergency work / 24 hour callout 
NPTC qualified 
FOR SALE Woodchip Mulch 

For free quotations and professional advice 
Please contact Paul Durman: 

Tel: 01823 353302 Mob: 07815 146343 
Email: ashculmetreesurgeons@yahoo.co.uk 
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BISHOPSWOOD CHAPEL BLOG 
It has been said that “from the lips of children and infants 
(God) has ordained praise because of (His) enemies...” 

Quite recently, this was brought home to us when we read these 
snippets from the homework assignment of an 8-year old boy, 
who had been asked to “Explain God”. 
“One of God’s main jobs”, he wrote, “is making people to re-
place the ones who die, so there will be enough people to 

take care of things on earth. He doesn’t make grown-ups, just ba-
bies, because they are smaller and easier to make. That way, he 
doesn’t have to take up valuable time teaching them to talk and 
walk. He can just leave that to mothers and fathers.” 
He continues: “God’s second most important job is listening to pray-
ers. An awful lot of this goes on, since some people, like preachers 
and things, pray at other times beside bedtime. Because he hears 
everything, there must be a terrible lot of noise in his ears, unless 
he has thought of a way to turn off! God sees everything and hears 
everything and is everywhere, which keeps him pretty busy. 
So you shouldn’t go wasting his time by going over your 
mum and dad’s head, asking for something they said you 
couldn’t have.” 
The boy then writes: “Jesus is God’s Son. He used to do all the hard 
work, like walking on water and performing miracles and trying to 
teach people who didn’t want to learn about God. They finally got 
tired of him preaching so they crucified him. His dad appreciated all 
his hard work on earth so he told him he didn’t have to go out on 
the road anymore. He could stay in heaven. So now he helps his dad 
out by listening to prayers. You can pray anytime you want and they 
are sure to help you because they have it worked out that one of 
them is on duty all the time.” 

At the end of his homework he says: “If you don’t believe in 
God you will be very lonely, because your parents can’t go 
everywhere with you, like to camp, but God can. It’s good to 
know he’s around you when you’re scared, in the dark, or 

when you can’t swim and you get thrown into deep water by big 
kids. But you shouldn’t just think of what God can do for you. I think 
he put me here and can take me back anytime he pleases. And 
that’s why I believe in God.” 
Children often say amusing things, yet at the same time they can 
have an extraordinary understanding and grasp of truth, which 
leaves some of us open-mouthed. There have certainly been times 
at “FROG CLUB” when a child has verbalised something quite pro-
found. If you would like to bring your child along, then we meet at 
the Chapel on Tuesdays between 6 pm and 7 pm. There are songs, 
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games, DVDs, quizzes and prizes every week and everything is free! 
All children between the ages of 5 and 11 are welcome. 
“COFFEE AND CHAT” is now running on the first Wednes-
day of every month so will be on 1st October at the Chapel 

between 10.30 am and 12 noon. 
“INSPIRE” women’s group will again take place at “BETHANY” on 
15th October from 10.30am onwards. Stay for a bring-and-share 
lunch if you can! 
Also see PINK PAGES for details of our HARVEST SUPPER at 
the village hall on 25th October and SAUSAGE SIZZLE EVEN-
ING on 4th November. 
Do hope you can come to some of these things. God bless 

you all. 

Brian and Kath 

Oddjobs 
General Household/ Building Repairs 

Plumbing – Heating – Electrical Repairs 
Eg Dripping Taps, Radiator Repairs/Replacement 

Defective Sockets, Power Shower Repairs/
Renewals 

 

Outside Maintenance, Gardening/Fencing. 
Many other tasks undertaken 

No Job Too Small 
Call Edward: Action Line 01460 234339 

No VAT charged on Labour Costs 
Public Liability Cover 
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 1st Buckland St. Mary 
Brownies and Guides 

My goodness doesn’t time fly? Brownies are 
starting their new term with a new helper, 
thanks Emma. Elaine, our Guide Guider does not 

have anyone! 
GUIDES - We have two Brownies going onto Guides, which is very 
pleasing. The Guides numbers are approaching a critical stage but 
we still need more girls! Elaine has real headache sorting the pro-
gramme with so few. Are you a girl and aged between 10 and 14 
years? Do you want fun without pier pressure? Why not come along 
to one of our meetings with no obligation? Elaine could always do 
with some help too from an adult. Has anyone a spare hour and a 
half on Monday evenings between 6.30pm – 8.00pm? Please contact 
Elaine with no strings on 01460 221797. 
BROWNIES – we need more girls too. 2nd Ilminster Brownies maybe 
suspended after the holiday due to a lack of adults! There is 24 
Brownies in one unit and 26 in the in the other. We have appealed in 
every way possible even delivering flyers at every door!  
Do we want to be in the same boat but with a lack of girls and not 
adults? Rural districts are closing more and more. I have heard that 

 
D&M  

Construction Ltd  
Buckland St Mary 

p: 01460 234 517 m: 07912 113 944 
e: chrismarshall_home@btinternet.com 

 

Carpentry, Joinery 
and  

Small works specialists 
 

Call Chris today for a  
friendly and professional service, with free no obligation quotes. 
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the Scouts have now finished at Griggs Farm.  
We have such great fun, even the adults. We have outside activities 
as well as indoor. We visit different work places, adults come in to 
show their skills and give talks with a “hands on” activity. We have 
our annual Pantomime trip, Crealy Adventure Park, our Brownie Hol-
iday for a weekend probably by the sea with lots of fun things to do 
away from home. Pow-wows are held every week so that you can 
tell us your news and decide what we would like to do over the 
term. 
Come on, what are you waiting for? You can just turn up at the vil-
lage hall on a Monday evening between 6 – 7.45pm in term time. 
We could really do with another unit helper as I am going to be 
away. Please think about it, OUR BROWNIES need YOU! 
Contact Sandie 01460 234514 or email sandiepotts@talktalk.net  

Macmillan 
Coffee Morning 

The Coffee Morning held on 13th September in Buck-
land Church, in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support was 
well attended and raised a total of £146.28. Steven 
Salter, who had volunteered to busk in the porch with 
his trumpet, as he felt it was such a good cause, raised 
the sum of £13.63. This was a really good effort on 

Steven’s part, and we the organisers would like to thank him very 
much, together with all those who took part and those who gave so 
generously. 

MH 

CHURCHINFORD STORES 
& POST OFFICE 

 

Martin & Fay Newman – Tel/Fax: 01823 601220 
 

Newspapers Magazines bread & cakes Confectionary Greetings Cards 
Off Licence Provisions Black & White & Colour Photocopy & Fax  

Receive/Transmit Services 
 

‘SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOP’ 
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Garden Design 
 

Green Leaves 
Home: 01460234062 
Mob: 07812045805 Sue Betteridge 

All aspects of garden maintenance,  
Hedging, Mowing, Pruning, Clearance 

HEMYOCK VETERINARY SURGERY 
 

29A STATION ROAD, HEMYOCK (Just below the Spar) 
 

A mixed practice, providing friendly advice and service to all sectors 
of the community, from hammy hamsters to prize dairy herds. 

 
We are here to help. 

 
SURGERY TIMES 

 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 4.00 PM - 6.00 PM 

TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY 10.00 AM - 10.30 AM 
AND 4.00- 6.00 PM 

 
For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, 

please call (01404) 42750 or (01823) 681067 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
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BISHOPSWOOD LADIES  
After welcoming members, Cindy Beaumont introduced 
Tracey Hobbs and her colleague who spoke to us about 
First Responders. These are volunteers, who because 
they are from the local community, can go to the scene 

of a life-threatening emergency in advance of the arrival of an am-
bulance. They are trained in basic life-saving first aid, and their task 
is to do what is necessary to keep the patient alive before profes-
sional help arrives. They do not use drugs, only oxygen. Volunteers 
have to commit 20 hours per month of their time, and buy their own 
equipment. They are not called to road traffic accidents, or drug or 
alcohol related incidents. We were all impressed by the public spirit 
of these committed people. 
Over delicious refreshments provided by Angela Naylor, Rosemary 
Viant and Trish Taylor, the business of the evening was discussed. 
The lunch at Penny Gale’s, on one of the very few hot days in Au-
gust, had been much enjoyed. 
Eleven ramblers, led by Anne Robinson, had taken a 6 mile walk 
from Thorncombe, seeing a great deal of mud, but making a very 
pleasant stop at Forde Abbey for coffee along the way. 
The skittlers will play next at The King’s Arms at Stockland. 
The bells, now organised by Janet Grabham, due to the incessant 
rain, had played in the main tent at the Beer Festival. 
Bishopswood Players drama group is temporarily suspended due to 
lack of leadership. 
Filled shoe boxes for Otterford Church’s Operation Christmas Child 
appeal should be brought to the November meeting. 
£77 extra from the Exmouth outing had been given to our chosen 
charity SURE. 
Next month Mr Tinney will talk about “Childhood Reflections”. Visi-

 

Experienced 
Painter & Decorator 

Coving, tiling and  
handyman jobs around 

the home. 
 

John Martin 
07999 919698  

DRY LOGS FOR 
SALE 

 

For details please telephone 
 

Nigel Hodges 
 

Mob.: 07912213535 or 
01823 601408 



42 

tors will be very welcome. 

 

JOHN BOYS 

 

ELECTRICAL 
& 

PLUMBING 
SERVICES 

 

ALL TYPES OF 
INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN 

 

“The Retreat” 
Brimley Hill 

Churchstanton TA3 7QH 
 

Home – 01823 601146 
 Mobile – 07596 106071  

OTTERFORD CHURCH  
FAMILY WALK 

After a very wet week with floods in the West 
Country and Northumberland the prospect for the 
walk seemed rather doubtful. However, on the 
day, the forecast was more hopeful and a small 
group assembled at the church for the start of 
the walk. The seven adults and six children who 

took part were all sensibly attired in wellington boots as we ex-
pected a rather muddy walk. 
Ann Grabham had prepared the route and the children were given a 
map with questions to be answered and items to collect en route. 
This kept them all busy and, together with sloshing through muddy 
fields and streams, a very happy time was had by all. 
The route took us on the footpath up behind the church, along the 
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lane and across fields to School House at Brown Down, to Howstead, 
Owlhayes Farm and to Birchwood Chapel where we stopped for a 
picnic lunch, all food and drink having been taken by car to the site. 
The return journey then took us up the road to Waterhayes farm, 
across fields to Lower Fyfett, up to School Farm and over fields and 
back to the start. 
Apart from being fun it was also quite an educational walk. We iden-
tified trees, learnt why dry cows were so called, were shown a spot 
where farmers used to wash their sheep. When we found a large 
metal disc at one farm David Ruthven explained how it was used 
long ago when metal rims were attached to wooden cart wheels.  
Altogether a very enjoyable walk, and, above all, not a spot of rain! 

 

  TEL: 01460 62140 (EVENINGS) OR MOBILE: 07887 572908  

 W INDOW S AND DOORS MADE & FITTED 
KITCHENS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
TIMBER & LAMINATE FLOORS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
W ARDROBES BUILT & FITTED 
ALTERATIONS/REPAIRS “NO JOB TOO SMALL” 
LISTED BUILDING JOINERY W ORK 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY by LANCE WALLIS  

 
FREE ESTIMATES  

&  
ADVICE 

Buckland St Mary  
Pre-school & Toddler 

Group 
The pre-school children are back for 
a new term, and with so many 
younger ones, we are going to be 
busy 

busy exploring paints, glue, textures, shapes, colours etc., and ex-
tending theses activities for the older ones. We will of course still be 
spending part of most sessions with the children who have joined 
the reception class this year. 
The toddlers have had a busy summer (!!?) going on little jaunts 
each week during August. I think these trips have been successful, 
and have meant that those with older, as well as toddler, children 
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have been able to join in too. Out final trip to Cricket St. Thomas 
was well attended and we were even able to have a picnic, followed 
by the circus for some! We are now back in the Otterford Parish Hall 
(Bishopswood) every Thursday morning. (Please see our advertise-
ment below for full details). We have a lovely new baby gym, kindly 
donated by Rosie Viant, which has had a little occupant under it 
since it’s arrival; many thanks for this. Finally, don’t forget our Quiz 
night and auction of promises on 4th October and Buckland St Mary 
village hall.  

Melanie Tuffill 

BUCKLAND ST MARY TODDLER GROUP 

Toys and equipment suitable 
for newborns and upward 

Ride-on toys and slide 
Tabletop activities 

Refreshments 

Thursday mornings 10.00-12..00 at 
Otterford Parish Hall (Bishopswood) 

For more details please ring Melanie Tuffill  
01460 234325 or just pop in! 

Colin Layzell, Furniture & Joinery 
 

Makers of Furniture & Kitchens, 
Specialist Joinery for Listed & Period Buildings, 
Quality Joinery suppliers to the Building trade, 

 

Telephone: 01404 891815. WWW.colinlayzell.co.uk 
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Friendly reliable service covering: 
 

 Buildings – Agricultural, Equestrian, Stable 
Blocks, Garden Sheds etc.  

 Fencing – Residential and Agricultural 
 Landscaping – Garden walling, Patios, 
    Decking etc. 
 Hedge Laying, Scrub Clearance, Drainage 
 Lakes, Ponds and Water features 
 

 A wide range of  
 household maintenance 
 

For free estimates contact: 
Russ:  07815 059823 
Billy:  07971 582320 
Tel / Fax: 01823 602711 
Email:  everreadyltd@tiscali.co.uk  

No job is too big or small 

Inside or Out! 
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Yarcombe & District  
Young Farmers Club 

Around 20 Yarcombe members have been suiting 
up at Exeter Fire station for an enjoyable and inter-
esting evening having a look around the fire sta-

tion. Members were allowed on the high rise platform used to rescue 
people from buildings (and cats from trees!!) and went up 30 me-
tres to look out over the cities lights. Members were also talked 
through all of the equipment on a fire engine by one of the firemen, 
try the breathing apparatus on, look at the cutting equipment and 
also look at the infra red camera that they use. 
One rainy Sunday, (there have been so many this year!), members 
turned out with paint brushes in hand to undergo our annual com-
munity project, where we as members dedicate a day to do a task 
whether its painting, tidying or cleaning to benefit one of our local 
village communities. This year it was agreed by the club to paint the 
interior of Yarcombe Village Hall, and after a flick with loaded brush 
the magnolia was on. 
For an alternative disco venue we turned to Coombe football club to 
help us out on Friday 29th August, where we held an Hawaiian 

Female Helper 
Painting/Decorating/Spring Cleans 

From a single room to a whole house 
Let my helping hands help you. 

Call Maggie North on 01460 234 309 
(Answer phone or after 6pm) 
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themed evening. Pineapple and ham pizzas were the refreshments 
closely followed by a fuzzy shark cocktail at our own bar manned by 
the members. There was a bucking bronco for those who felt brave 
to ride the beast and gain a few bruises and if all else failed we put 
the disco on a curtain sider (kindly supplied by Riverside Feeds) so 
you could dance away in the open air – if only it could have been the 
Hawaiian temperatures!!! 
Over 40 members put on the ball gowns and dinner jackets to at-
tend Culm valley YFCs late summer ball at Bidwell Park, Uffculme. A 
superb evening was had by all, although all dresses probably had to 
be dry cleaned thanks to the muddy conditions!! 

Rachael Tucker 
Press Secretary 

ShopStock 
The Churchinford Challenge 

The Challenge for Churchinford is to raise money over the winter to 
stock the new village shop. You may think ‘I’ve paid my £5 to be-
come a member of the new company, I’ve bought bonds, I’ve do-
nated money, what on earth do they need even more money for?’ 
Well, your generosity has meant that grant and loan providers have 
noted our commitment and are considering applications from us in 
order to buy the barn and to fit it out as a shop - but we can’t get a 
grant to actually stock the shop. So, unless we want a gorgeous new 
shop that doesn’t have anything on its shelves, we have to raise 
some money specifically for that. 
A meeting has been held for all those people who offered to help 
with fundraising for the new Village Shop in their questionnaire re-
turns and out of that we are planning several events and on-going 
fund-raisers during the winter months which we hope will be fun and 
lucrative, too.  
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We are starting this Challenge on Tuesday October 14th when there 
will be a Cheese and Wine Information Evening in Churchinford Vil-
lage Hall. This is your chance to see the plans for the new shop and 
ask about the finance and raise any other questions you may have. 
There will be more information on fund-raising schemes (and we are 
still looking for more volunteers). We shall be launching the Christ-
mas Raffle here and we hope to have information about Christmas 
Cards. It is a public meeting so entry is free but we hope you will 
enjoy the evening and donate money towards the cost of the cheese 
and wine.  
Future events in the Village Hall include a Burns Night Supper on 
January 24th with a piper and of course, Haggis and Neeps and 
Whisky; Ladies Day is on 4th February with lunch and a Colour-Me-
Beautiful demonstration, the lucky winner of the raffle to have a 
make-over. The fund-raising season finishes in March with a Grand 
Auction and we already have some great offers including weekend 
breaks at TenHillPlace Hotel in Edinburgh and the Crinan Hotel in 
Argyll. Check out their websites – they’re both fabulous.  
So, do keep a lookout in the CBO magazine and street posters for 
any events happening in the parish throughout the winter and, 
please, do support them. ShopStock – let’s go for it. 

 

The Cheese Gig is looking for some help with cutting 
and packing cheese, updating the website, answering en-
quiries etc.  

4 hours each week, must be flexible and able to 
work additional hours at Christmas and during school 
holidays. (Cheese lover preferred!) 

For more details and an application form, please ring 
Kath on 01460 234581  
or e-mail kath@thecheesegig.com 
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For more information pop into your local Age Concern at: 

Motor Insurance & Breakdown 

People over 50 
trust Age Concern 

products & services 

Home Insurance Travel Insurance 

Funeral Planning 

Gas & Electricity Supplies 

Age Concern Somerset 
The Market House 

Fore Street 
Taunton, TA1 1JD 

Open Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm 

01823 423496 
 

Please quote ref:ALL700 
Age Concern Enterprises Ltd. (ACEnt) is  
authorised and regulated by the Financial  
Services Authority. If you contact an Age  
Concern office, you will be dealing with an  
Appointed Representative of ACEnt. 

A46V3DEC05-MC213 
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Exclusive,  
contemporary range  

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 
 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 

Exclusive,  
contemporary range  

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 

 
 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS AND 
ESTATE AGENTS  

Specialising in country and equestrian properties 

If you are thinking of selling and are seeking 
 

Personal service – over 30 years’ experience 
Access to the best buyers worldwide 

with the help of our London office and the internet 
  

you should consult 

PETER RADICE FRICS 
at his Taunton Office on 01823 282890 at 14 The Bridge, Taunton 

or at his home at Churchstanton on 01823 601108 
website: www.peterradice.co.uk London Office: 17 Hill Street, Mayfair 
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VIEW FROM THE CHAIR 
First off I’d like to say a bit about our staff: Lesley 
and Andrea have worked so hard over the summer 
break, spring cleaning and preparing for the new pre-
school year. Then Sarah joined the team and had us 

all laughing by tea break! Apart from being a committee member, 
I’m one of a growing body of parents who think they do a grand 
job… so thank you to them, for all the extra work as well as the day 
to day. 
Bag2school continues to be a great way for all of us to keep our 
wardrobes from exploding, so thanks to all who saved up clothes, 
curtains, bedding, bags and shoes. I’ll let you know the total when I 
get it, and the next pick up will be march ‘09. Thanks also to Black-
downs AONB, Councillor Ross Henley and all the other helping hands 
for giving our fundraising a boost. 
This year I’d like to raise enough money to replace the last of the 
old windows; build a new, ramped and non slip path up to our front 
door with rubber chippings either side [for softer landings!] 
All things considered i.e the lack of warmth and sun, the veg patch 
was bountiful. We had a massive crop of spuds, very nice roasted 
they were too at our garden party. At the time of writing the Mur-
ray's courgette plant seems set for world domination as it makes a 
break for the pre-school fence. 
I'm on the scrounge again: We need a decent hoover! Does anyone 
have a second hand Dyson or similar? Also a filing cabinet, a cord-
less phone and empty printer cartridges. Oh and some lambs tongue 
and any spare shrubs? 
.....and I did make the computer desk. 

Selina 

GRAHAM ROBOTHAM 
 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

FLOOR & WALL TILING 
BLOCK & STONE WALLING 

PATIOS, PONDS & WATER FEATURES 
GARDENING & MAINTENANCE 
HOUSEHOLD MAINTENANCE 

 

FOR A FRIENDLY, RELIABLE SERVICE, CALL GRAHAM ON 
HOME:- 01823 602729 

MOBILE:- 07881 578937 
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COMPUTER TRAINING 
Following successful computer training sessions held in Buckland Vil-
lage Hall over the last two winters, it is hoped to again offer a varie-
ty of short courses this winter, either at Buckland or Ilton Village 
Hall (which has a Broadband connection). 
If you would like the opportunity to choose which course interests 
you, please get in touch with the Exmoor Community Computer 
Centre – tel: 01643 851594, or e-mail to jo@winsfordcentre.org.uk , 
or alternatively I have the details and can let you have a form for 
completion (tel: 01460 234668).    Rosemary Ward-Smith 

  

Applications For Planning 

Scale Drawings 
 

Personal and Professional     
Service 

 

Call Katy on: 01823 601359 

 
 

e-mail:  
kjpartridge@btinternet.com 

Stephen D Sparks   Steven P Dodge 
Specialising in Extensions and 
Renovations 
Carpentry and Joinery 
Alterations and Conversions 
Roofing and Loft Conversions 
Replacement Windows and 
Conservatories 

  Free Estimates  
  All work guaranteed   

30yrs experience 
Middle Willand Farm 
Churchstanton 
TAUNTON 
Somerset TA3 7RL 
Tel: 01823 601219 
Mobile: 07778 743698/ 
    07786217911 

 

Churchstanton  
Twinning Association 

The dates for our biannual visit to our twin village in 
Normandy, Le Mesnil-Vigot specified by our hosts - 28th August to 
1st September - were somewhat later than is usual and unfortu-
nately did not suit several of our members this time. This resulted in 
our party being only 14 strong but this did not detract in any way 
from the warm welcome and splendid hospitality extended by the 
French, strongly re-inforced with a number of English residents now 
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living there.  
Once again, we were fortunate with the state of the channel for our 
crossings in both directions although those who booked to return a 
day later were not quite so lucky as I understand that conditions 
were somewhat ‘choppy’ to say the least.  
A varied programme had been arranged for us, as usual, including a 
visit to Bayeux to view the world famous tapestry which, surprising-
ly, perhaps, was a ‘first’ for several of the French which just goes to 
show, I suppose, that like us, they have a tendency not to frequent 
places of interest virtually on their own doorstep.  
The highlight of the visit, though, must surely have been the outing 
to Gouville sur Mer, a small resort within sight (just - it was a tad 
misty that day) of Jersey where, after lunch at a local restaurant, we 
were treated to a ride along the beach in two horse-drawn 
‘carrossess’ - the sort of large, open carriage upon which the aristo-
crats were hauled off to be ‘topped’ in the Revolutionary era. Three 
horses harnessed in line abreast, the two vehicles being adequate to 
transport our party of 38 people in all.  
These carriages are owned and operated by the owners of one of the 
oyster and mussel processing enterprises in the town and with the 
proprietor and his staff manning them, the factory ceases production 
for the duration. So it was down onto the beach - wide and flat - and 
a trot and occasionally a race to the far end where the mussel beds 

 

Buckland St Mary 
Pre-school 

 
We offer a caring, friendly, happy environment, where your child can play, 

learn and socialise. 
We give individual attention and stimulation within the group to encourage   

development at each child’s own pace. 
 

The Pre-school has its own building within the grounds of Buckland St 
Mary Primary school, in which we offer a vast array of toys and equipment. 
We have a quiet book corner, a home corner and an activity area for paint-
ing, cooking etc. We also have access to the school’s facilities and use their 
hall, outdoor play equipment and safe playground. 
 

We take children from 2.5 - 5 years old. 
We are open Monday 9.00-12.00 Tuesday 9.00-2.50, Wednesday 9.00-12.00 

and Friday 9.00-12.00. 
 

For more information and a prospectus please ring 01460 234303 
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are situated. An explanation of the cultivation of the mussels - fortu-
nately translated by Jean-Pierre - followed at the end of which, the 
carriages were ordered into the sea by their drivers!  
The beds extend out into the water for two hundred metres or so 
but, as stated earlier, the beach is very flat and so we were in no 
danger of sinking without trace, the carriages being very high off the 
ground. The horses even tried to race each other whist in the water 
and obviously were having a whale of a time!  
Out again and another race along the beach to the oyster beds—this 
time running parallel with the waterline instead of at right-angles to 
it. After further explanation (and translation), it was time to sample 
the produce, washed down with a dram or two of vin blanc and then 
up to the processing factory for a short tour. An excellent choice of 
outing was the general consensus.  
We were to sample the mussels (with chips - moules et frites) the 
next evening at the main event at the Village Hall and to judge by 
the amount of food which came coming from the mobile fryers situ-
ated in the car-park, we must have got through a substantial portion 
of the total output of Gouville!  
Another seaside visit with a rather different, more historical theme 
followed a couple of days later and the beach ‘pique-nique’ in glori-
ous sunshine gave an inkling of what the summer might have been. 
The Normandy weather, like ours, has not been too sunny but they 
have not had the incessant rain that we have experienced and so 
the farmers were able to get on the land to gather the harvest in 
much more clement conditions. And yet, as the crow flies, we are 
barely 150 miles apart.  
We are very aware that as most of the original members of the As-
sociation are getting older and less active, we are in danger of 
‘folding’ through lack of numbers and we have plans afoot to ad-
dress this situation. Clearly, as with so many other activities, we 
could do with an influx of younger participants and I intend to give 
details in future articles of the steps we are putting in place to bring 
this about. So, watch this space to see if any of these can tempt you 
into giving it a try. I can assure that you won’t regret it.  

M. Taylor  
Hon. Secretary  
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AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 

 
Based in the Blackdown Hills 

 
House and Farm Clearance 

 
Individual or Collective items 

Purchased 
 

Entries for our regular auctions 
welcomed 

 
Mac Davison or Richard Pitcher on 

01460 234793 or 07754 754629 
www.davisonpitcher.co.uk 

 

DAVISON PITCHER 
& ASSOCIATES LTD 

dp  

Mark Farmer 
for 

LOCAL PURPOSE-MADE 
HIGH QUALITY 

JOINERY 
 

…..Windows, doors 
 fitted wardrobes etc. 

 

Ullcombe Joinery 
Telephone: 01404 861421 

After 6.00p.m. 
 

when you can’t buy it  
“off the shelf” 

 

Listed properties a speciality 
 

ULLCOMBE JOINERY 

Sandringham Conservatories 
With 

Quality Installations 

We are a local family specializing in the design and installation 
of : 
 Custom designed Conservatories (Hardwood/UPVC)  
 Made to measure blinds. 
 Replacement windows- fascias- gutters etc. 
 Eco log Cabins 
 Small Farm Buildings/ Stables etc. 
 

Phone: 
Philip Partridge:  07860 538688 
Jonathan Partridge: 07980 655312 
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RAINFALL REPORT August 2008 
Buckland St Mary reporting Station 

Not since 1999 have we had such a wet August. That 
year was wetter, with 141.1 mm (5.56 ins.). The record 
below shows that in other years, August has never 
proved to be the ‘wall-to-wall’ heat-wave we seem to 
expect of that season called “Summer”! We did have a 

few days which were dry and hot, with clear blue skies, but they 
didn’t last more than a couple of days. 
Total rainfall for August was 120.2 mm (4.73 ins.) The wettest day 
was the 16th with 27.2 mm (1.07 ins.; 22.63% of the total), fol-
lowed by the 11th with 21.0 mm (0.83 ins.; 17.47%). On the days 
of the 11th/18th a total of 77.3 mm – 3.04 ins. rain fell (31.93% of 
the month’s total). Between the 1st and 7th, there was a total of 
28.9 mm (1.14 ins.; 24.09% of the total). 

1999: 141.1 mm (5.56 ins.) 
2000: 75.8 mm (2.98 ins.) 
2001: 76.3 mm (3.00 ins.) 

2002: 72.8 mm (2.87 ins.) 
2003: 24.5 mm (0.96 ins.) 
2004: 95.2 mm (3.75 ins.) 

2005: 45.2 mm (1.78 ins.) 
2006: 58.2 mm (2.29 ins.) 
2007: 79.2 mm (3.12 ins.) 
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Lower Colley Farm, Livery 
Yard 

Friendly, family run yard with owners living on site. 
Outdoor school, all year turnout, secure, well lit yard. 

Part or Full liveries, Schooling or Breaking. 
Does your horse need a holiday? 

 

Contact Carey for details. 
Mobile 07977 545470 Home 01460 234026 

E-mail careycollett@btinternet.com 
Lower Colley Farm, Buckland St Mary, Chard, 

TA20 3QD 

Can THE VIOLET CHAPMAN TRUST 
Help You?  

This registered charity was set up by a local parishioner in 1986 for 
the benefit of elderly and sick residents in Hemyock and district.  
It can make grants for medical treatment and care, and assist rela-
tives/ friends visiting and caring for people at home or in hospital.  
Grants for research, surgeries, homes and institutions caring for eli-
gible persons can also be made. The local G.P.s, nurses, health visi-
tors, BSG, churches and chapels may hear of people who are finding 
it difficult to visit or provide for relatives when they fall sick, and can 
advise people of the Trust and how it may be able to help.  
The pattern of income and expenditure varies from year to year, but 
our most recent accounts show that grants were made for course 
fees, nursery fees, lunch club attendance, help with the installation 
of a stair lift and riser/recliner chairs. Some equipment was pur-
chased for the Blackdown Practice and a Tens machine to help with 
pain control, for the Blackdown Support Group. Travel to hospital 
and overnight accommodation was also supported.  
Income from investments can amount to four thousand pounds and 
this is normally sufficient to meet the requests received in any year. 
But we do need to keep our resources topped up and therefore are 
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CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST 
 

STEPHEN WAPLINGTON, 
MSSCh, MBChA. HPC Registered 

 
 

EXPERT FOOTCARE IN YOUR OWN HOME 
AT NO EXTRA COST 

 

For friendly and professional treatment 
please call: 

 

01404 861328 

        

happy to receive donations, legacies etc. If you can help in this way 
please phone any of the Trustees whose phone numbers are shown 
below.  
C.Palmer 01884256954 J.Meads 01823 421206 A.Smith 01823 
680528 D.McLintock 01823 680206 Mrs S Wyatt 01823 680836  
Should you know of someone who you think might be eligible to 
benefit under the terms of the Trust, please ask for an application 
form at reception at the Blackdown Surgeries. On completion, these 
forms should be forwarded to J.E.D. Meads at the address on the 
form. Each application will then be considered at our next Board 
meeting.  

Buckland St Mary Flower Show. 
 

In spite of the atrocious weather leading up to the 2008 Flower 
Show, the entries this year exceeded that of past years. The organ-
isers thank everyone for their support and enthusiasm, exhibitors 
and visitors, which enabled us to send £450 to SURE – Somerset 
Unit for Radiotherapy Equipment - at Musgrove Park Hospital. 
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ENDPIECE YOU KNOW YOU ARE LIVING IN 2008 when... 
1. You accidentally enter your PIN on the microwave.  
2. You haven’t played solitaire with real cards in years.  
3. You have a list of 15 phone numbers to reach your family of 
three.  
4. You e-mail the person who works at the desk next to you.  
5. Your reason for not staying in touch with friends and family is 
that they don’t have e-mail addresses.  
6. You pull up in your own driveway and use your mobile phone to 
see if anyone is home to help you carry in the groceries.  
7. Every commercial on television has a website at the bottom of the 
screen. 
8. Leaving the house without your mobile, which you didn’t even 
have the first 20 or 30 (or 60) years of your life, is now a cause for 
panic and you turn around to go and get it.  
10. You get up in the morning and go on line before getting your 
coffee. 
11. You start tilting your head sideways to smile. : )  
12. You’re reading this and nodding and laughing.  
14. You are too busy to notice there was no No. 9 on this list.  

Otterford Church 100 Club 
Winners August 2008 

Alison Barnes  103 £20 

Jenny Goddard   12 £15 

Paul Grabham  56 £10 

Stuart Govier  58 £5 

Buckland St. Mary Church 100+ Club  

Winners for the Month of August 2008 
  Amount  Number  Name of Winner 
 1st Prize - £20.00  98  Doreen Manning 
 2nd Prize - £15.00  34  Robert Tennant 
 3rd Prize - £10.00  74  Jon Mayled 
 4th Prize - £5.00  27  Ann Hales 
Drawn by Bernard Gready at Roses Farm in the last week of the Month.  
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PLEASE MENTION CBO NEWS WHEN CONTACTING 
ADVERTISERS -THANK YOU. 

INDEX OF REGULAR COMMERCIAL ADVERTISERS 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE   COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE 

Accountant 22  Garden Machinery Service & Repair 47 

Aerial Erector 24  Garden Machinery Sales & Service 14 
Age Concern 49  Garden Maintenance 50 
Arboriculture/Estate Management 24  Gardening Services 6 
Aromatherapy  2  Handyman 36, 51 
Auctioneer & Valuer 55  Household Helper 46 
Bed & Breakfast - Stapley 27  Joinery 12, 55 
Builder - General 2, 10  Kitchens, Bathrooms and Accessories 37 
Builder - Rural, listed, Eco 19  Land Management 42 
Builders & Carpenters 52  Livery Stables 57 
Building & Construction 34, 45  Logs for Sale 41 
Carpentry/Joinery 7, 38, 43  Massage 6 
Carpenter/Kitchen fitter 24  Mini Digger Hire 25 
Catering 15, 16   Odd Jobs 36 
Cattery 10  Painter & Decorator 41 
Chartered Surveyor 50  Photographer 22 
Chiropodist/Podiatrist 58  Planning Apps. Draughtswoman 52 
Computer Repairs & Services 2, 19  Plumbing Services 42 
Conservatory Installation 55  Podiatrist 33 
Driving School 15, 29  Post Office & General Store - Churchinford 39 
Electrical Services 42  Pre-School - Buckland St. Mary 53 
Electrician 15  Pre-School & Day Care Churchinford 17 
Estate Agents 50  Property Maintenance 25 
Farm Meats 20  Retirement Home 23 
Fencing 50  Rubbish Collection 32 
Forestry Services 28  Self Catering Accommodation 56 
Funeral Directors 30  Sewing Machine Service 15 
Furniture Maker & Joinery 44  Steam Cleaning (Domestic) 33 
Furniture Designer & Manufacture 18  Storage-Secure containers 10 
Furniture Manufacturer 50  Toddler Group BSM 44 
Garden Contractor 27  Tree Surgeon 31, 34  
Garden Design & Maintenance 40  Veterinary Surgeon 40 
     
     
     

     



For routine or non urgent matters you may contact 
 
 
 

Churchstanton & Otterford Community Beat Officer: PC MARIA JENNINGS 
PC Maria Jennings’ email: ssntauntonrural@avonandsomersetpolice.uk  

 

Buckland St. Mary Community Beat Officer: PC MARK EDGINGTON 
PC Mark Edgington’s email– mark.edgington@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 

 

Sgt Andy Lloyd - andy.lloyd@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk  

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES: 
FIRE, POLICE, AMBULANCE:  999. 

 

IF YOU SEE A CRIME BEING COMMITTED OR WISH TO    
REPORT A CRIME WHICH HAS BEEN COMMITTED &/OR 
YOU NEED A CRIME  NUMBER TO SATISFY AN INSUR-

ANCE CLAIM, TELEPHONE 
CRIME REPORTING: 0845 456 7000 

THE BLACKDOWN PRACTICE 
Opening Times. 

 

   Hemyock           Churchinford  Dunkeswell   

Monday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  3.00 -   6.00 
 

Tuesday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  4.00 -   6.00 
 

Wednesday:  8.30 - 1.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
   2.00 - 6.00     3.30 -   6.00 
 

Thursday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

Friday:   8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

NB  Hemyock surgery - EMERGENCIES ONLY Saturdays 9.00 - 11.00am. 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

HEMYOCK:    Appointments & enquiries  01823 680206 
    Dispensary     01823 680007 
    Fax. (Repeat prescriptions)  01823 680680 

CHURCHINFORD:  Appointments & enquiries  01823 681700 

DUNKESWELL:  Appointments & Dispensary  01823 681720 
 

BLACKDOWN SUPPORT GROUP: Barbara Starkiss  01823 681036 
 

HOSPITALS:   MUSGROVE PARK   01823 333444 
    CHARD & DISTRICT   01460 63175 
    HONITON & DISTRICT  01404 42362 
    ST. MARGARET’S HOSPICE 01823 259394 



Useful Phone Numbers 
 

Please contact us if you have any phone number changes or  
additions  you would like us to consider making to this list.  Thank you. 

 

Churchstanton 
Taunton Deane Borough Councillor – John Thorne    01823 663146 
            email. Cllr.j.thorne@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
               Blogsite  www.johnthorne.blogspot.com 
Chair of the Parish Council - Nick Strange     01823 601565 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Brian Simpson     01823 601694 
Village Hall bookings - Sylvia Pike      01823 601236 
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris    01823 421395 
Churchstanton Primary School - Head Teacher: Simon Mills   01823 601354 
Neighbourhood Watch - Richard Badman     01823 601264 
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper      01823 601347 
 

Buckland St Mary: www.buckland-st-mary.co.uk 
South Somerset District Councillor – Ros Roderigo    01460 62081 
           email ros.roderigo@southsomerset.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Josephine Salter     01460 234703 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Gill Horner     01460 234256 
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board      01460 234200 
Neighbourhood Watch - Jean & Chris Watkis     01460 234226 
Buckland St Mary Primary School:  Head Teacher - Simon Billington  01460 234251 
Tower Captain - Keith Every       01460 234620 
Churchwarden - Ian Cumming       01460 234460 
 

Otterford 
TD Borough Councillor John Thorne. See entry in Churchstanton section above. 
Chair of the Parish Council - Rosemary Viant        01460 234734 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Barbara Simpson     01823 601694 
(Please leave a message if Barbara’s answerphone is on during the day) 
Village Hall bookings - Cindy Beaumont      01460 234351  
Neighbourhood Watch - Peter Naylor      01823 601106 
Churchwarden - David Ruthven      01823 601455 
 

General 
CBO Community Bus Booking - Mike Weir     01823 601333 
Somerset County Councillor - Ross Henley     01823 665988 
Bishopswood Chapel - Pastor Brian Chaplain     01460 234748 
Rector - Revd. Sue Green   email: suegreen@summit.me.uk 01823 421232 
Assistant Priest: Revd. Doris Goddard      01823 601594 
Blackdown Hills AONB - Corinne Matthews     01823 680682 
TDBC Health Response Unit       01823 356337 
Wessex Water         0845 600 4 600 
Bristol Water         0800 373501 
 

NB: For Blackdown Medical Practice information (including the Support Group),    
hospital, Police emergency telephone number and Community Beat Officer’s contact 
details for routine or non urgent matters please see overleaf. 


