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EDITORIAL 
So, it’s official—what a relief! The Buckland Weather Reporting Sta-
tion confirms ‘July 2008 proved to be the wettest I have on record’. 
It’s just that somehow we could have probably worked that out on 
our own. It wouldn’t be at all surprising if August set another record 
of a similar nature. What was hard to bear were radio and television 
presenters talking about the end of summer whilst it was the begin-
ning of August—it is difficult to see how something can end before 
it’s even started. 
With the schools on holiday our health is protected this month with 
only one recipe: Penny’s recipe for Lemon Curd in a microwave. 
If you are just back from holiday the clubs and organisations of the 
area are clearly ready to fill any gaps in your diary from now until 
Valentine’s Day and talk of getting ready for Christmas fills one with 
horror as another year moves relentlessly towards its close. 
Perhaps most importantly, this Newsletter brings news of proposals 
for shops in both Churchinford and Buckland St Mary. The message 
is clear that if we want local amenities to continue then we must put 
the same enthusiasm into these initiatives as we do into all the oth-
er activities in our area. 
September is a crucial month in farming communities and 29th, 
Michaelmas Day, is a traditional time for Harvest Festivals—also, of 
course, for an early goose dinner: 

He who eats goose on Michaelmas Day 
Shan’t money lack or debts to pay. 

And remember not to pick blackberries after 28th as on the follow-
ing day the devil spits on the bushes. 
Finally, Molly Coddle presents the quintessential guide to be English 
and on holiday abroad. 
Once again, our thanks to all our contributors and best wishes. 

 

David Bleloch & Jon Mayled  

While the editors welcome material for publication in the ‘CBO News’, they do not guarantee that any item will be included or will 
appear in a particular edition.  They reserve the right to edit or shorten any items which are used.  Publication is in good faith and 
does not imply accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed. 

 

DEADLINE DATE 

Edition Closing date 
October Fri 12 September 
November Wed 15 October 
December Fri 14 November 
January Wed 10 December 
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RICHARD 
BROWN 

 

ELECTRICIAN 
 

Prompt Professional Service 
 

Sockets 
Lighting 
Rewiring 

Upgrading Fuse Boxes 
 

Part “P” Registered 
 

( 01823 680389 
Mobile: 07721089209 

 

Blackdown 
Property maintenance 

 

Repairs to houses/sheds/guttering 
Patio laying/drain clearing 
Basic plumbing and electrics 

small building works 
Tiled and laminate flooring 

Stables (partitioning & maintenance) 
Field Shelters & poultry houses built 

Land/garden maintenance  
including fence repairs 

Also 
Plans etc. drawn up for 

consent/approval 
 

Ring/fax: David Lowe 
01823 601048 / 07855346843 
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THINKING ALOUD … 
Thoughts from the Blackdown Benefice Churches 
www.blackdown.org.uk 
Dear Friends, 
Much to the surprise of some of you, I’m still here 
in the Blackdown Benefice! I think I mentioned that I was taking 
slightly early retirement from my Surrey teaching job, as I wanted 
to finish at the end of an academic year, not half way through, 
which can really upset a timetable, and somehow it seems to have 
grown from that (like Chinese whispers) to be that I was giving up 
everything. If the Lord calls me to serve somewhere else I will re-
spond, but in the meantime you are stuck with me a little longer! I 
plan to fill in with teaching jobs if I can in Somerset schools, but 
there will not be the trek up the A303/M3 each week. The difficult 
part will be, I think, when everyone starts back at school in Septem-
ber, because after nearly 40 years of setting my clock by term starts 
and term ends, suddenly I won’t have to. 
It is in September that we celebrate St Matthew’s Day, and during 
recent months, the readings in church have been largely from Mat-
thew’s gospel. His gospel is full of amazing word pictures from the 
life of Jesus, but Matthew had hard lessons to learn as he became 
one of Jesus' disciples. Previously he had the unenviable job of tax 
collector—reviled in those days even more than today, when the 
money collected was on behalf of the occupying Romans. His symbol 
on church banners and the like is three silver moneybags, but also 
used, especially in connection with his gospel, is a figure of a man, 
because from a life centred around money, he taught about the hu-
manity of Jesus, and came to realise that people are more important 
than money. Something that perhaps we need to be reminded of in 
these sometimes economically depressing times. 

Love and blessings to you all, 

Doris 
P.S. I’m issuing an nearly invitation to everyone to drop in for tea 
and cake on the afternoon of November 23rd at the Village Hall in 
Churchinford-celebrating Charles’ birthday (the royal one) and mine! 
No presents—just a pot out for our local Children’s Hospice, and the 
Friends of Wells cathedral—two causes close to my heart. Put it in 
your diary—more details later (and not just for our church congrega-
tions either, but for locals too). 
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CHURCH SERVICES – September – 2008 
  

   
7 September 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 16 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Harvest Thanksgiving (Family Service) 
 
14 September 0800 Corfe Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 17 1030 Birchwood Holy Communion (BCP) 
 1030 Churchstanton Morning Worship (CW) 
 1030 Otterford Harvest Thanksgiving (Family Service) 
 1030 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW) 
 1800 Buckland St Mary Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 1830 Corfe Compline (CW) 
  
21 September 0830 Pitminster Holy Communion (BCP) 
St Matthew 1030 Churchstanton Harvest Thanksgiving (Family Service) 
 1030 Corfe Harvest Thanksgiving (Holy Communion CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Morning Worship (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (CW) (Sunday School) 
 1500 Birchwood Harvest Thanksgiving (Evening Prayer) 
 1830 Otterford Compline (CW) 
 
28 September 0830 Churchstanton Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 19 1030 Otterford Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Holy Communion by Extension (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Harvest Thanksgiving (Family Service) 
 1830 Corfe Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 
5 October 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 20 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
  
Readers and Sidesmen for Buckland St Mary and Birchwood 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
7 Sep 0830 Pam Hull Romans 13:8-end Ian Cumming 
  Del Wiggins Matthew 18:15-20 Del Wiggins 
14 Sep 1030 Peter Reed Romans 14:1-12 Peter Reed 
  Richard W-Smith Matthew 18:21-35 
 1800 William Kennard Genesis 50:15-21 Ian Cumming 
  Jean Watkis Matthew 18:21-35  
21 Sep 1100 Barbara Board 2 Corinthians 4:1-6 Gordon Board 
  Pam Martin Matthew 9:9-13 Ann Hales 
 1500 Sandra Aplin Deut. 8.1-10 Vicki Bell 
  Lauren Doble Luke 12.16-30 
28 Sep 1100 Alan Rose Deut. 8.1-10 Ian Cumming 
  Peter Reed Luke 12.16-30 Bill Butt 
5 Oct 0830 Jean Hine Philippians 3:4b-14 
  Vicki Bell Matthew 21:33-end 
 
 
Readers for Otterford 
  Readers 
14 Sep 1030 David Bleloch Deut. 8.1-10  
  David Ruthven Luke 12.16-30 
28 Sep 1030 Jean Hine Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-end  
  Pam Hull Matthew 21:23-32 
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SERVICES AT BISHOPSWOOD CHAPEL 
Family Worship     
 10.30 am - 11.15 am  
Refreshments     
 11.15 am onwards 
Communion + Evening Service    6.30 pm - 7.45 
pm 

  
Readers and Sidesmen for Churchstanton 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
7 Sep 1030 Joyce Lockyer Ezekiel 33:7-11 Claudia Gill 
  Barbara Simpson Matthew 18:15-20 
14 Sep 1030 Gill Dennis Genesis 50:15-21 Stephen Higgs 
  Bill Morris Matthew 18:21-35  
21 Sep 1030 Claire Bleloch Deut. 8.1-10 Sandra Aldworth 
  Sandra Aldworth Luke 12.16-30  
28 Sep 0830 Peter Gill Ezek 18:1-4, 25-end Alice Hodges 
  Michael Sheard Matthew 21:23-32 
5 Oct 1030 Charlotte Gill Isaiah 5:1-7 Geoffrey Berry 
  Daphne Morris Matthew 21:33-end 

Celebrating the Blackdowns  
A special event in Churchinford will celebrate the 
produce, crafts and community life of the Black-
down Hills next month. 

‘Celebrating the Blackdowns’ is open to the public and will feature a 
delicious hog roast, stalls selling high quality food and other prod-
ucts, and displays of local arts and crafts. There will be fun activities 
for children, including bush craft, storytelling and dragon making. 
There will also be a host of other local businesses and groups show-
casing their achievements. 
‘Celebrating the Blackdowns’ takes place on Saturday 20 September 
at Churchinford Pavilion, Churchinford, Somerset, from 12noon - 
4pm.  
For more information visit www.blackdown-hills.net or call 01823 
680681. 
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Buckland Bell-Ringers  
Outing to Plymouth 

 
Hoe! Hoe! Hoe!  No! It’s nothing to do with Christmas, but more to 
do with all of us mocking the weather on Tuesday the 5th of August, 
as we boarded the Coach outside the School Gate, bound for Plym-
outh. 
Off we went at just after 9:15 a.m., first stop Princetown on Dart-
moor for “Elevenses”.  We pulled into the car park of the Old Police 
Station, behind two other coaches, one of which was from Germany.  
Our hearts sank, as we thought that we would have to wait for “The 
Cup that Cheers!” (We thought that perhaps the Germans had put 
their towels on the chairs before we got there!!), but, No! Our driver 
had booked ahead, and we were greeted by the café owner, who 
informed us that he had told the other two coaches that they would 
be waiting while we were served! (England 1 – Germany 0). 
After we had been served with various “Goodies”, which included 
home-made scones and teacakes, we made our way to Plymouth, 
through thick mist.  We were not deterred by this and arrived in the 
‘bus station just in time for lunch, having dropped off those who 
wished to visit the Aquarium (the largest and deepest in Europe). 
We had to be back by 5:30 p.m., so most of us decided to visit the 
new shopping centre, Drake Circus, and others went for a boat trip 
around the harbour. 
On their return, people said what a good time they had had, despite 
the showers and dark clouds, proven by the many bags of purchases 
placed in the racks above our heads.  
A little after 5:30 p.m., we left Plymouth towards our next destina-
tion, Honiton, where some alighted and made their way home. Oth-
ers found a Restaurant or Pub, had a meal and a few drinks, and 
discussed with their friends, the experiences of the day. During the 
journey to Honiton, Keith and Angela Every were thanked for the 
well organised trip, and appreciation was shown in the usual man-
ner. 
At 9:30 p.m. the coach was boarded and we made our way home, 
tired but happy, despite the weather.  

 R. H. 
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MARK STAPLE 
 

CARPENTRY 
 

Professional 
Kitchen Fitter 

 
Supply and fit or fit only 

 
All aspects of carpentry 

and 
home improvement work 

undertaken 
 

Tel: 01823 413663 
Mob: 07798 830365 

Garden Design 
 

Green Leaves 
Home: 01460234062 
Mob:  07812045805 Sue Betteridge 

All aspects of garden maintenance,  
Hedging, Mowing, Pruning, Clearance 
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THE FEASIBILITY OF A COMMUNITY SHOP 
A SECOND MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE 

ON 
WEDNESDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2008 

AT  
8.00 P.M. 

AT 
BUCKLAND ST. MARY VILLAGE HALL. 

ALL WELCOME – THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO ‘OPEN THE 
DOOR’ TO A NEW SHOP FOR THE COMMUNITY. 

Buckland St Mary Toddler Group 
At the time of writing, the toddlers have been on a couple of rather 
damp outings, but it has not put us off!  Last week we went to Ferne 
Animal sanctuary and thanks to Sandra we were allowed to meet 
Chilli the giant bovine at VERY close quarters!!!! Needless to say I 
had dressed more for a balmy evening on the Med. complete with 
silvery flip-flops and of course, despite much warning to children to 
look where they were walking in the cow field, I was the one to step 
in the cowpat!! Today we have spent the morning in the school play-
ground with all the bikes etc. from pre-school. Admittedly the par-
ents had to spend a bit of time sheltering under the slide with the 
babies while it poured with rain, but most of the children had coats 
and were happy to get a bit wet. Next week is our seaside trip and 
we plan to be there whatever the weather. We shall be back in the 
village hall on Thursday, 4th September, when no doubt the sun will 
be blazing down!  

             Melanie Tuffill 
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BUCKLAND ST MARY TODDLER GROUP 

Toys and equipment suitable 
for newborns and upward 

Ride-on toys and slide 
Tabletop activities 

Refreshments 

Thursday mornings 10.00-12..00 at 
Otterford Parish Hall (Bishopswood) 

For more details please ring Melanie Tuffill  
01460 234325 or just pop in! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Quality Bespoke Joinery 

 
From bookcase to staircase 

 
For Free Estimates Contact 

 
Richard Bradbeer 
07969229909 

Unit 36a Fox Moor Nurseries Haywards Lane 
Wellington Somerset TA21 9PH 
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Stephen D Sparks         Steven P Dodge 
Specialising in Extensions and 
Renovations 
Carpentry and Joinery 
Alterations and Conversions 
Roofing and Loft Conversions 
Replacement Windows and 
Conservatories 

     Free Estimates  
      All work guaranteed   

30yrs experience 
Middle Willand Farm 
Churchstanton 
TAUNTON 
Somerset TA3 7RL 
Tel: 01823 601219 
Mobile: 07778 743698/ 
              07786217911 

 

GRAHAM’S  

GARDENING SERVICES 
 hedge cutting - mowing - strimming 

and general garden maintenance 
sheds and fences painted 

competitive rates 
call:  

01460 57531 evenings (after 8pm) 
or 

07941 196989/07904 178325 anytime. 
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Applications For Planning 

Scale Drawings 
 

Personal and Professional                 
Service 

 

Call Katy on: 01823 601359 

 
 

e-mail:  
kjpartridge@btinternet.com 

 

Experienced 
Painter & Decorator 

Coving, tiling and  
handyman jobs around 

the home. 
 

John Martin 
07999 919698  

DRY LOGS FOR 
SALE 

 

For details please telephone 
 

Nigel Hodges 
 

Mob.: 07912213535 or 
01823 601408 

Yarcombe & District Young 
Farmers Club 

Our foam party was a huge success seeing over 
350 people brave the drome on a cold and windy 
night to get even wetter!! Many thanks to everyone 
that supported us and saw us raise a lot of money 

for the club. Our next disco date sees us holding a Caribbean disco 
at Combe Football Club, Combe St Nicholas on Friday 29th August 
where we will be having a cocktail bar, pizzas and best of all a surf 
simulator. Let’s hope the weather will be in character too! Our Car 
treasure hunt, which was held on Sunday 10th August, saw Duncan 
Broom, Phillip Derryman and Rose Dyer coming joint first with Alan 
Dyer after gaining the highest amount of points solving clues. Wool 
seemed to be the hardest treasure to find — thank goodness for 
barbed wire fencing! The finishing point was at Cotleigh Village hall 
where everyone refreshed with tea and plenty of cakes. 
The Richs at Northams Farm hosted a BBQ evening for Wedmore 
YFC  as they came down for the night and camped at the farm. Both 
clubs also went to Crealy to enjoy paint balling, I believe many 
came back with the bruises to prove it! Members also went to Blun-
dells school in Tiverton dressed up to the nines to attend Withleigh 
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Summer Ball. A good time was definitely had by all.  
We entered two teams in the East Devon round of Brainstrust 
achieving 4th and 8th; members who took part were Patrick Ste-
vens, Tom Aplin, Matt Dyer, Phillip Derryman, Duncan Broom, Karen 
Tonkin, Bobby Barnes and William Dyer.     
Many members are taking part in entering classes in the Honiton 
Show YFC competition where you compete against all the other 
members in the East Devon Area. Members also went down to help 
set up before the show and tidy up after the show. We played foot-
ball against Honiton and unfortunately lost 8-2.  The boys that 
played were; Ashley Bond, Bradley King, Dan Strawbridge, Duncan 
Broom, Phillip Derryman, Jamie Munt, William Dyer, Samuel Dyer, 
Bobby Barnes, Matt Frost, Sam Arscott, Matt Dyer and Ray Bur-
rough. We also played in the group round of tennis where Heather 
Parris, Charlotte Broom, Matt Dyer Ray Burrough came 3rd. The 
boys also played against Combe football club and lost 8-2 
Our Harvest Supper is taking place on Friday 26th September. So if 
anyone would like a ticket please call Rosanne Dyer on 
07736807899 

Rachael Tucker  
(Press Secretary) 

Hello everyone 
Do you know how to contact the Police? 
Most people know the 999 emergency number. 
This should only be used where there is a threat to 
life, likelihood or fear of injury or if an offence is 
being committed and the offender is still at the 
scene. The Avon and Somerset call handling centre 
deal with on average 800 emergency calls every 

day and answer about 90% of the calls within 10 seconds.  
We want to encourage the public to contact local officers to discuss 
any non-emergency community issues or concerns you may have 
and to that end we are constantly improving our channels of com-
munication. Our one number service (0845 456 7000) attracts on 
average 2,700 calls every day and so far this year we have an-
swered 83% of these calls within 40 seconds. The calls are an-
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Female Helper 
Painting/Decorating/Spring Cleans 

From a single room to a whole house 
Let my helping hands help you. 

Call Maggie North on 01460 234 309 
(Answer phone or after 6pm) 

swered in the Force Service Centre, which is a “one-stop shop”. Op-
erators have a database of frequently asked questions, they have 
access to most of the Force’s application forms which they can e-
mail to the public, initial details of crimes can be taken and messag-
es can be left for individual officers. We operate a mobile phone text 
messaging service for those with hearing problems.   
The public can contact the police using our e-mail service. There are 
templates on the Avon and Somerset Police website 
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk  Upon receipt the message can be 
transferred to the appropriate officer, Safer Stronger Neighbourhood 
Team or department depending on the nature of the enquiry. 
Police station enquiry offices still provide an important link to the 
community. The opening hours of your local police station are avail-
able on the website. You can, of course, approach your local officers 
patrolling on foot or cycles. 
The Safer Stronger Neighbourhood Teams across the District strive 
to deliver a quality service which meets local needs. We need to 
hear from you and we have made real progress in making it easier 
for you to contact us.  
If you wish to contact me you can reach me on Voicemail 01823 
363287 and 70106 at the prompt.  
Regards until next month.    
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PCSO 9240 Donna Langdon 

SMEATHARPE W.I. 
At the August Meeting the President, Pam Parry, quickly 
dealt with the business section. The Minutes of the previ-
ous meeting were read by the Assistant Secretary, Jenny 
Grabham and the Financial Statement by the Treasurer, 
Pernelle Rowe, who informed the meeting that the Village 
Hall charges had been increased this year by just £1 per 

hour. Pam Parry reported on the decisions made at the Group meet-
ing she had attended and reminded everyone that it was 
Smeatharpe Institute’s turn to be host in October. She also remind-
ed the members that it would be Committee selection time at the 
September meeting. 
 In the absence of the Outings Organizer, Ann Salmon, the meeting 
was updated on the forthcoming events by Anne Nicholls. She also 
passed on Graham and Ann Salmon’s gratitude to all those who had 
helped to make their garden Open Days so successful. Sue Little al-
so thanked everyone who had sponsored the participants in the 
‘Race for Life’ charity event in Exeter. 
The Speaker for the night was Mrs. Hilary Wright from Somerset 
Waste Action Programme whose topic was ‘Wake up to Waste’. She 
outlined how and why our household waste was collected and dis-
posed of. The presentation was completed with an informal quiz on 
what various items had been made out of. Mrs. Wright judged the 
competition for the best recycled item and the winner was Anne 
Nicholls. The Flower of the month was won by Elizabeth Badman’s 
gladioli. 
The next meeting will be on 4 September, when everyone will be 
welcome to listen to Claire Allen from Macmillan Cancer Care at 7.30 
pm. in Smeatharpe Village Hall 

To ALL who contributed in so many different ways to 
the Coffee Morning at Lower Southey, A very big 
thank-you. The combined efforts raised £390+. 
Thanks, Joyce.   
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The Village Shop Churchinford 
Progress Report 

A big thank you to all who completed and returned the recent Ques-
tionnaire. The responses show: 

 Overwhelming support for a Community Shop 
 Money pledged totalled £23,000, below our target of £40,000 
 60 people volunteered to assist in the shop 
 Overwhelming number volunteered to help with building works 
Notwithstanding the shortfall in the money pledged we have spoken 
to a number of grant providers, many of whom are very supportive 
of our plans and have encouraged us to apply for grants/loans avail-
able under their various programmes. With the money pledged from 
the community and strong indications of support from the other 
sources your committee have agreed to proceed with plans to pur-
chase and convert the barn at the entrance to Churchinford Village 
Hall car park to become your Community shop. 
We are planning to hold an Information Meeting in the Churchinford 
Village Hall in October to enable everyone to hear our exciting plans, 
details will be in October’s CBO News. 
For those of you who pledged money you will be receiving a letter in 
September asking for your contributions. We need to show the 
grant/loan providers that we have your money in the bank. 
We will still need to raise funds to equip and stock the shop and we 
have plans for various fund raising events over the winter to cover 
these costs. If you have not already pledged money to support this 
project this is your opportunity to help with this part of the costs, 
Information Packs are available at Churchinford Stores and Post Of-
fice. 
A very few of you have said that you would prefer the shop to be 
located in the Churchstanton Room. Your committee did consider 
this option very carefully but decided that this was not a viable op-
tion for a number of reasons, the main ones being: 

 it would take a well-used facility away from the village 
 it would have substantially less selling space than the barn 

leading to a much reduced selection of items for sale, and 
quite possibly resulting in the shop not being financially viable 

 its location, being set well back from the road, could mean that 
passing traffic might not necessarily see it in time to stop 

 the grant providers to whom we have spoken have indicated 
they would not support this location for the above reasons and 
therefore there may not be the money available to convert the 
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Thank you 
How did you know my brother and I had a birthday? Thank you 
so much for all the cards we had. And to all our cousins and 
friends for their donations for Macmillan Cancer Care Nurses and 
the Air Ambulance which amounted to £970. Thank you again, 

Rene and Henry 

room. They are, however, enthusiastic in their support for the 
barn as the location for the community shop. 

Richard Badman 

County Councillor at Large 
This month I visited several residents to hear of their concerns 
about the Bhuddafield event which took place in July in the Black-
down Hills. Following this I visited the site and event with Taunton 
Deane licensing officers and the parish clerks of Otterford and 
Churchstanton parishes, Brian and Barbara Simpson. 
I have now handed in a application form to county hall for a grant of 
three thousand pounds from my ward local initiatives budget to be 
awarded to the group who are developing a new community shop in 
Churchinford. I am very hopeful that the grant will be accepted and 
that I will be able to make a cheque presentation to Richard Badman 
and his team in September. I am also working with local residents 
on two other grant awards, one for Churchstanton school and anoth-
er for Churchinford parish hall. 
After visiting Otterford parish hall last month to meet the Bishops-
wood ladies I am going to award a community budget grant to the 
Otterford parish hall. As I said last month I raised an objection to 
the closure of the Stapley phone box and await news from BT on 
this matter. Finally I will be presenting proposals to Taunton Deane 
council in next year’s budget for free swimming for all residents over 
60 and for children under 16. Many people get a lot of pleasure from 
swimming and its a great way to keep fit. I hope this move will be 
welcomed. 

Ross Henley 
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Sunday 14th September—two 
course Sunday lunch with coffee 
followed by Warner’s latest 
award winning cabaret enter-

tainment at Cricket St Thomas near Chard. Ticket only 
£16 adult or £9 child under 12 years contact Fundraising Office 
01935 709485 
Also: 
St Margaret’s Somerset Hospice is very much in need of drivers who 
can provide transport to and from patient homes to the Day Care 
Centre at Heron Drive, Taunton, and on occasions, to hospital ap-
pointments etc. Ideally, we need drivers for our minibus, but if you 
have your own car we would be pleased to add you to our driver 
pool. 
Volunteers must hold a clean driving license and, if using your own 
car, a current car insurance and MOT. Mileage allowance is available 
for car owners. This role is also subject to the completion of a Crimi-
nal Bureau Records application.  
If you would like to find out more, please contact Sue Wilmott - Vol-
untary Services Co-ordinator in Taunton on 01823 259394 or by 
email to susanwilmott@st-marg-hospice.org 

 

BLACKDOWN HILLS AONB 
New outdoor events guide for autumn 

and winter 
A packed programme of free or low cost activities 
means the cooler weather doesn’t have to mean 

staying indoors.  The programme, which runs from September to 
February, includes something for all ages, from Hallowe’en stories to 
hedge laying.  Foodies will enjoy the autumn mushroom forays and 
a wild food hunt with lunch over an open fire. As Christmas ap-
proaches there will be natural decorations classes and carol singing 
under the stars.  There are walks through glorious Blackdown scen-
ery every month, for experienced ramblers to complete beginners. A 
Valentine’s Day stroll offers a gentle introduction to the outdoors for 
even the most out of shape heart! 
Blackdown Hills Countryside Events is produced by the Area of Out-
standing Natural Beauty (AONB) Partnership and the Neroche 
scheme.  It features events organised by the AONB and the Neroche 
as well as many other local organisations. 
For your free copy of the programme booklet, call the AONB office 
on 01823 680681 or e-mail blackdownhills@devon.gov.uk. Alterna-
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A.C. POTTER 
 

GENERAL 
BUILDING 

 

HOUSEHOLD 
MAINTENANCE 

 
Telephone: 01823 601405 

 
Mobile: 07970 840173 

 

GRAHAM ROBOTHAM 
 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

FLOOR & WALL TILING 
BLOCK & STONE WALLING 

PATIOS, PONDS & WATER FEATURES 
GARDENING & MAINTENANCE 
HOUSEHOLD MAINTENANCE 

 

FOR A FRIENDLY, RELIABLE SERVICE, CALL GRAHAM ON 
HOME:- 01823 602729 

MOBILE:- 07881 578937 

 

Mark Farmer 
for 

LOCAL PURPOSE-MADE 
HIGH QUALITY 

JOINERY 
 

…..Windows, doors 
 fitted wardrobes etc. 

 

Ullcombe Joinery 
Telephone: 01404 861421 

After 6.00p.m. 
 

when you can’t buy it  
“off the shelf” 

 

Listed properties a speciality 
 

ULLCOMBE JOINERY 

CHURCHINFORD STORES 
& POST OFFICE 

 

Martin & Fay Newman – Tel/Fax: 01823 601220 
 

Newspapers   Magazines    bread & cakes   Confectionary   Greetings Cards 
Off Licence Provisions   Black & White & Colour Photocopy &  Fax  

Receive/Transmit Services 
 

‘SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOP’ 
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tively you can see all the events on the Blackdown Hills website at 
www.blackdown-hills.net.  
For those of you without computers, the CBO will publish each 
month a list of events organised for the following month.  Here are 
the plans for September: 
1 Cider with Roadies – Autumn apple celebrations (throughout 
the autumn)                                                 
Cider with Roadies will once again be touring the Blackdowns this 
autumn to champion the local apple! Join in the celebrations as they 
touch down in the villages bringing their travelling apple press, Po-
mona. Have your own apples pressed into delicious juice, learn 
about planting and growing, and enjoy original music, drama and 
fun.  Get in touch to find out about confirmed dates and venues, or 
to suggest a visit to your village. For more information contact Adam 
Montague on 01392 881873. 
2. BHAONB – Along the Corry Brook  -  Saturday, 13 Sep. 10am 
– 12noon. 
A walk with Donald Campbell along the Corry Brook and over Horner 
Hill to see the results of recent conservation work.  Cost £5.  Book-
ing required. Location:  meet at roadside near Tucker’s Arms, Dal-
wood.  Map ref: ST 249 005. For more information contact the AONB 
office on 01823 680781 
3. Neroche  -  Visit to Thurlbear Church – Wed, 17 Sep. 6.30pm – 
8.30pm. 
A visit to Thurlbear Church led by local expert historian Tom May-
berry. Learn about the fascinating and poignant history of the 
church and its surrounding area from the foremost authority on the 
area. Cost free. Booking required. Location: Thurlbear Church, 
Thurlbear, nr Taunton. Signed parking in village. Map ref: ST 265 
212. For more information contact the Neroche office on 01823 
680846. 
4. BHAONB  -  Celebrating the Blackdowns  -  Sat, 20 Sep.  12noon 
– 4.00pm. 
A chance to experience the best of the Blackdowns with a showcase 
of wonderful local food, drink, arts craft and projects. The event will 
celebrate the achievements of everyone who has benefited from 
Leader+ funding from the AONB. Cost free (refreshments sold sepa-
rately). Location: Churchinford Pavilion, Church Road, Churchinford.  
For more information contact the AONB office on 01823 680681. 
5. BH Walking Group – Neroche Forest walk -  Sat, 20 Sep. 
10.00am. 
Castle Neroche – Neroche Forest. Some steep or wet sections. Cost 
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BISHOPSWOOD CHAPEL BLOG 
Just recently, it seems that we’ve either visited someone in 
hospital or at home, talked to someone on the phone or 
heard about someone with a serious illness – and often can-

cer. It begs the question – is there more cancer around today or are 
we just more open in talking about it? It’s probably the latter. Peo-
ple react and respond to serious illness with a mixture of dismay, 
anxiety and fear. It becomes all-consuming and can shake us to the 
very roots. In recently visiting a dear Christian friend with cancer in 
Musgrove Park Hospital, she declared with confidence: “My life 
is in God’s hands. I am not worried because I belong to Him.” 
Of course, not everyone shows such faith or certainty, but a 
man called John Todd did! 
Born in the 1880s, John was six when his parents died. His aunt of-
fered him a home and when her servant Caesar went to fetch him, 
the conversation went something like this: 

JOHN:  Will I like living there?  
CAESAR:   You’ll be in good hands  
JOHN:  Will she love me?  
CAESAR:   Yes, she’s got a big heart  
JOHN:  Will I have my own room and a puppy?  
CAESAR:   Everything’s all set  
JOHN:  Will she go to bed before I arrive?  
CAESAR:   No, she’ll be waiting for you. 

Sure enough, as they approached, he saw a candle in the window 
and his aunt standing in the doorway to welcome him. She was a 
true mother and raised John as her own. When he grew up, John 
became a minister of the gospel. Years later, his aunt wrote to him 
about her failing health and impending death, expressing apprehen-

£3 for non-members. Booking not required. Location:  Meet at For-
estry Commission Car Park. Map ref: ST 273 157. For more infor-
mation contact Tim Pitcher on 01404 881512. 
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 sion and fear. John wrote back saying, “My dear aunt: years ago I 
left a house of death, not knowing where I was going, whether any-
one cared, or if that was the end of me. You took me in, loved me 
and welcomed me. Now it’s your turn to go. I’m writing to let you 
know that Jesus will be waiting for you. Don’t be afraid: Your room’s 
ready, the light’s on, the door’s open and they’re expecting you.” 
Of course, we must first make sure we’ve “settled accounts” with 
God and received His offer of salvation by trusting in His Son. Many 
of us are so busy holding on to something of little worth, that we 
can’t accept what God offers. We’re rather like the little boy who 
was playing with a valuable vase one day and managed to get his 
hand stuck in it. When his father said to him, “Son, relax, just open 
your hand and pull it put,” the boy replied, “I can’t. If I do, I’ll drop 
my penny!” So let’s release our “penny” and receive the gift of eter-

nal life. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
What’s happening at the Chapel this month?   
 Well, because of its popularity, “COFFEE AND CHAT” is continuing 
at the Chapel on the first Wednesday of each month (starting Sep-
tember 3rd) between 10.30 am and 12 noon for a trial period 
until Christmas. Don’t stay at home – come and meet up with 
friends! 
A new monthly group for women, called “INSPIRE”, is being 
launched on Wednesday 17th September at “BETHANY”. We will 
start with coffee between 10.30 am and 10.45 am, followed by a 
DVD/discussion and conclude with a bring-and-share lunch around 

12.30 pm.  Everyone is welcome to come along – phone 
Kath on 01460 234748 if you want to know more. 
French and Spanish lessons begin during the week com-

mencing Monday 22nd September (see Pink Pages). Contact Kath 
asap if you’re interested.  
Finally, the children’s “Frog Club” for children aged be-
tween 5 and 11 commences on Tuesday 23rd Septem-
ber between 6pm and 7pm.  Everything is free and all chil-

dren are welcome. 
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CHURCHINFORD PRE-SCHOOL AND 
DAYCARE 

We are proud to offer: 
 

 
 

Caring and experienced staff 
Bright and inviting premises 
Happy, lively environment 

Large secure outside play area 
Flexible sessions 

We are open 9-3 daily during term time for 2 year olds and above 
For our prospectus, please telephone: 

Kate Burns on 07815 440757 or visit us at the rear of Churchinford 
Village Hall. 

www.churchinfordchildcare.co.uk 

DAVID GARROD 
 

QUALITY CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
 

Cupboards, Kitchen cabinets, 
Wardrobes, Shelving, Doors etc. 

 

Tel/Fax 01404 890135 
Dunkeswell, Honiton, EX14 4QH 
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Exclusive,  
contemporary range       

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 
 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 

Exclusive,  
contemporary range       

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 

 
 

HEATHFIELD 
GARDEN 

CONTRACTORS 
 

General & Heavy Garden 
Work 

Garden Clearance & all 
Groundworks 

Garden Landscaping, 
Rockeries, Pools, Lawns,  
Patios, Drives & Pathways 

 

Post & Rail & Stock Fencing 
 

Mini Digger Hire 
 

JR HAWKER 
Tel.: 01823 680713 (Home) 

07989 549021 (Mobile) 

Free Quotations 

HEMYOCK VETERINARY SURGERY 
 

29A STATION ROAD, HEMYOCK (Just below the Spar) 
 

A mixed practice, providing friendly advice and service to all sectors 
of the community, from hammy hamsters to prize dairy herds. 

 
We are here to help. 

 
SURGERY TIMES 

 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 4.00 PM - 6.00 PM 

TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY 10.00 AM - 10.30 AM 
AND 4.00- 6.00 PM 

 
For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, 

please call (01404) 42750 or (01823) 681067 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
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SHOE BOXES FOR  
CHRISTMAS 

It has been the tradition in Otterford church for the 
children, and others, to leave a present under the 
Christmas tree at the Crib Service which would then 
be delivered to the Hollies children’s nursery. 

The Hollies was once a special place to support children and single 
parent families but has now developed into a recognised pre-school 
centre and, as such, does not need our support in the same way. 
Therefore the decision has been made to try something different this 
year. I’m sure you have heard of Operation Christmas Child where 
shoe boxes are filled with gifts for children and are then sent to are-
as where children have very little. For hundreds of thousands of des-
perately needy children there will be no Christmas coming at all in 
2008 unless we send it to them – in a shoe box. Last year 1.3 mil-
lion needy children in Eastern Europe, the former Soviet Union and 
Africa received shoe boxes from children, families and individuals in 
the U.K. For many children who receive a shoe box it will be the first 
Christmas present they have ever received. 
We are asking all who wish to help to fill a she box and bring it to a 
special Family Service in Otterford church on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 
9th, at 10.30 am, where we will explain about the scheme, which is 
run by a Christian charity called Samaritans Purse International. 
Here is what to do. Find a medium sized shoe box 30cm by 18cm 
and a depth of 13cm. Cover the box and lid separately in wrapping 
paper. Then decide on the age of the child to whom your box will be 
given and whether it is for a boy or a girl. 
How to pack your box. This is suggested by the Charity. All items 
should be new. Please include items from each category to make 
your box both fun and educational. 

 TOYS –  Bear, soft toy, finger puppet, jigsaw, yo-yo, building 
blocks, small musical instruments, (for boys  - cars, for girls – 
doll, clip-on earrings, make-up or hair accessories ) etc. 

 EDUCATIONAL SUPPLIES – felt pens, pens, pencils, pencil 
sharpener, rubber, colouring book, notepad, picture/puzzle 
book, chalk, pencil case, stickers etc. 

 HYGIENE ITEMS – toothbrush, toothpaste, hairbrush, comb, 
hair clips, bar of wrapped soap, flannel etc. 

 OTHER ITEMS – sweets (sell by date at least March next year) 
gloves, scarf, sunglasses, cap, hat, bangles, necklace etc. 

(Continued on page 26) 
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DO NOT INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 

 FOOD Chocolate, crisps, biscuits, tinned food or cakes 
 MEDICINE or vitamins of any kind 
 WAR RELATED ITEMS Toy guns, soldiers or knives 
 CLOTHING other than listed above 
 FRAGILE ITEMS Glass containers, mirrors 
 LIQUIDS of any kind including blow-bubbles, shampoo, bubble 

bath aerosols 
 DANGEROUS ITEMS Marbles or sharp objects – scissors or ra-

zors 
 NOVELS 
 ANYTHING OF A POLITICAL or RACIAL NATURE 

The shoe boxes are given unconditionally, regardless of nationality, 
political background or religious beliefs. Please help to make our ef-
fort count.   
If you have any queries please ring Penny Gale 01823 601577  

Churchstanton Church 
Fun and Fund Raising 

In the absence on holiday of the Clan Bleloch, who I 
sincerely hope have found some better weather in 

France than we have suffered from lately, I will give you a quick re-
port of events at Burnworthy Manor on the weekend of 9th/10th Au-
gust. 
Actually, I cannot say much about the Diamond Dogz concert on the 
Saturday evening, except to say that it was held in a large marquee 
in front of the Manor House, and was a great success, raising over 
£1000 for Church funds.  Use of the marquee was fully justified, for 
that Saturday was the beginning of the monsoon season and those 
who struggled against the elements to put the tent up, deserve a 
medal. 
On the Sunday we took the sides of the tent down, but most of the 
stalls were inside and needed to be.  It was a real village fête at-
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mosphere in there, with refreshments and a bar, tombola, bric-a-
brac, ice cream parlour and a very well supported raffle, and all to 
the accompaniment of a band called ‘The Skabro’, who may not 
have made quite as much noise as the Dogz but ran them a close 
second. The hardy souls who braved the elements were royally en-
tertained by a World War II armoured car giving rides to children of 
all ages, an exhibition of classic and vintage cars, a tug o’ war con-
test, a cake stall within its own weatherproof environment, and an 
exhibition by the South West Airfields Heritage Trust. 
Sharp at four o’clock a 1932 Morris Oxford in immaculate condition 
was seen being driven sedately up to the Manor House. Geoffrey 
had completed his sponsored round trip of the Bath & Wells Diocese, 
and great interest was shown in both car and driver. It made a fit-
ting end to the day. 
The total raised during the weekend was over £2400, a splendid re-
sult, and our sincere thanks go to Rupert and Lizzie Phillips for their 
hospitality and willingness to allow us to wreck their beautiful home. 

David R Dobinson 
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SEWING MACHINE SERVICING                                   TELEPHONE  - 01823 601465 
DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL                                                           or  01823 601347 
 

IAN HOOPER 
SOUTH WEST REGIONAL SERVICE CENTRE 

 
COME TO THE REAL EXPERTS 

 
ALL MAKES REPAIRED                                                        FULL GUARANTEES 
FREE ESTIMATES                                                                          PROMPT SERVICE 

 

JOHN BOYS 

 

ELECTRICAL 
& 

PLUMBING 
SERVICES 

 

ALL TYPES OF 
INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN 

 

“The Retreat” 
Brimley Hill 

Churchstanton TA3 7QH 
 

Home  – 01823 601146 
   Mobile – 07899 908914 

“Simply Massage” 
with  

Trudi Farmer I.T.E.C. 
Aromatherapist 

 
Stiff neck? 
Aching shoulders? 
Headaches? 
Back pain? 
Anxiety and stress? 

 

Massage relieves tired,    
aching muscles,  releases 

tension and gives a profound 
sense of well-being. 

 

TEL: 01404 861421 
for an appointment   
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      RUTH & NICK STRANGE 

Telephone: 01823 601565 
Email: beechhayes@aol.com 

HOME OF THE BLACKDOWN BANGER. 
GLOUCESTER OLD SPOT PORK. 

NATIVE BREED GRASS FED BEEF. 
HOME BRED, GRASS FED LAMB & MUTTON. 

FREE RANGE HEN, DUCK & GOOSE EGGS. 
CHRISTMAS POULTRY IN SEASON. 

See us in Churchinford Village Market on the first Saturday 
in every month & Churchinford ‘Square’ on all other 

Saturday mornings. 
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RAINFALL REPORT July 2008 
Buckland St Mary reporting Station 

July 2008 proved to be the wettest I have on record. 
Most of the rain fell in the first 11 days, then we had 16 
days of good weather before the rain came again on 
the 28th following a very hot day.  
Total rainfall for July was 142.5 mm (5.61 ins.) The 

wettest 24 hour period (which starts at 9.00 a.m. officially!) was the 
9th with 26.1 mm (1.03 ins.; 18.32% of the total), followed by the 
5th with 24.4 mm (0.96 ins.; 17.12%) and the 31st with 16.6 mm 
(0.65 ins.; 11.65%). However, the rain fell continuously on the 8th 
and 9th, giving a total of 45.5 mm – 1.79 ins.; 31.93% of the 
month’s total.  

2000: 75.8 mm (2.98 ins.) 
2001: 86.2 mm (3.39 ins.) 
2002: 71.3 mm (2.81 ins.) 

2003: 90.75 mm (3.57 ins.) 
2004: 82.0 mm (3.23 ins.) 
2005: 77.2 mm (3.04 ins.) 

2006: 28.8 mm (1.13 ins.) 
2007: 120.8 mm (4.76 ins.) 

Otterhead Lakes Update 
Summer is marching on and many of you will 
have visited Otterhead Lakes in the better 
weather. Seven Cygnets were hatched on the 
house lake, they later moved to Royston Wa-
ter. A great start has been made on identify-
ing heritage Rhododendron varieties, with the 
help of an RHS expert, Dr M. Robinson. This 

means that invasive Rhododendron ponticum can be safely cleared 
in the winter. 
It is hoped that the Himalayan Knotweed that is spreading over part 
of the house foundations can be sprayed soon. Himalayan Balsam is 
not too much of a problem at the moment but needs to be pulled 
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Lower Colley Farm, Livery 
Yard 

Friendly, family run yard with owners living on site. 
Outdoor school, all year turnout, secure, well lit yard. 

Part or Full liveries, Schooling or Breaking. 
Does your horse need a holiday? 

 

Contact Carey for details. 
Mobile 07977 545470   Home 01460 234026 

E-mail careycollett@btinternet.com 
Lower Colley Farm, Buckland St Mary, Chard, 

TA20 3QD 
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PENNY PRICE FURNITURE 
 

DESIGNER & MAKER OF HIGH QUALITY FURNITURE 
Individually Designed to Your Specifications 

CONTEMPORARY AND TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
 

Phone 07881 785517 for a chat about your requirements 
or visit our website www.pennypricefurniture.com 

Unit 1c  Chelston Enterprise Centre  Castle Road  Wellington  Somerset TA21 9JQ 

where it pops up. 
The mink raft is regularly monitored, but no mink traces detected. 
There is Otter activity between the two lakes, and during the winter 
more clearance may take place to encourage Water Voles. 
The meadows on the house terrace and watered meadow opposite 
the coach house will be cut and cleared away as last year to encour-
age natural flora. 
Two successful walks have been held: Dr David Allen led one on wild 
flowers in May, and historian Roy Coombs on the heritage features 
in July. 
The next event is a Bat Walk led by Ed Wells to be held on Monday 
1st September, meeting in the car park at 7.30pm. He will bring bat 
detectors that we can all use and hopefully hear species such as 
Common and Soprano Pipistrelle, Daubenton, Natterer and Noctule. 
The car park has been targeted again by vandals breaking car win-
dows, so don’t leave valuables or anything visible that may attract 
attention. 

BUCKLAND ST MARY  
COFFEE MORNING 

The first of the monthly coffee mornings on the second Saturday 
was well supported by some thirty people who braved the ferocious 
weather and enjoyed the atmosphere; generous donations to the 
charity of the month totalled £50.50, which has been forwarded to 
Diabetes UK.  
Many thanks for your support and a reminder that the next 
“morning” will be on September 13th.  
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Good home produce that  
won’t cost you the earth 

 
Come in, pay us a visit at our new Farm 

Deli at Kedget Barton Farm 
Churchstanton.  

 
From our serve over the counter you can find 

local and European cheeses and meats 
home made products including quiches, pasties 

sausage rolls, scotch eggs, steak pies, chicken pies 
curries, lasagne, chilli, cottage pie 

Salad counter, olives 
Puddings and cakes 

Fresh bread baked daily 
Homebred beef and local free range chickens and eggs 
Orders taken with free delivery within 10 mike radius  

 

See me at Churchinford Village Market every first Saturday in the 
month, Trull Market 3rd Saturday in the month  

or call me with your requirements. 
Also catering for special occasions. 

 
Telephone 01823 601099 or 07989 802042 

www.jacquirees.co.uk 

Farm Deli 
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Phillip Wright 

01460 55703 
incl. evenings & weekends 

computers 

MONKEYPUZZLE 

Professionally qualified 
Computer repair &        

upgrade 
Virus removal &           

prevention 
Home tutoring 

Small business support 
Jargon-free explanations 

Extremely competitive rates - 
please call  

Blackdown Hills 
Golden Age Club 

At any other time of the year than 
“summer”, so-called, the weather 
would not have too much impact on 
our activities but as (bad) luck would 
have it, for the Summer Lunch at the 
end of July and the picnic on the 

second Wednesday in August to be held outside - as they normally 
have been in the past - you need a promise of a bit of sunshine at 
least.  
No such good fortune this time but adequate “plans B” had been put 
in place to ensure that your usual good gathering of members and 
friends was assembled on the due dates at Churchinford Village Hall 
and Lower Southey Farm respectively and a jolly time was had by all 
both times thanks to the versatility of Joyce and the team of helpers 
and the ability of such “old troupers” as Pat Jarvis and others to pro-
vide enjoyable entertainment at the drop of a hat. I must emphasise 
that in this context, “old” is a sincere compliment to the ladies in 
question in that they can and have been relied upon for many years 
to “deliver the goods” when needed and usually come with material 
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COMMON BIRD  
OBSERVATIONS 

A siskin ringed at Birchwood on February 24th 
2008 was caught by another ringer near Maas-
tricht, Belgium on March 29th.  A second siskin 
handled on March 16th was at a nearby site on 
April 4th. These birds moved some 600 kms 
due east of the Blackdowns. Siskins seen in 

gardens during winter come from a wide variety of European coun-
tries. Resident siskins have had a good breeding season this year, 
as have most other common species. 
A post breeding gathering of 25+ mistle thrushes was seen in a field 
near Bishopswood on July 12th. Over 200 swifts were hunting for 
insects at low altitude in Birchwood on July 22nd. They stayed for 
well over an hour before moving south down the Yarty Valley. 
Bullfinches have been visiting a seed tray at a Bishopswood garden 
this summer. Birds at this feeding area have been attracting the at-
tention of a sparrowhawk. 
A number of juvenile buzzards have been seen flying in the area, 
repeatedly calling for food. 

Richard Ward-Smith 

for the purpose whether asked to or not.  
Many thanks, then, not only to them but to all the members of the 
helpers’ committee who invariably devote so much time and effort 
into seeing that everyone who comes can really feel that the effort 
required to get out of the house to attend, especially when the 
weather is as dire as it has been latterly, has been well spent and a 
worthwhile use of their time.  
Finally, an apology to Joyce who painstakingly prepared two rooms 
at Lower Southey for our use but the small but select band who 
were there chose to crowd into one - in spite of “orders” to spread 
out a bit - which probably added to the sense of togetherness which 
these events are designed to do. Very cosy anyway!  

Mike Taylor 
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Sandringham Conservatories 
With 

Quality Installations 

We are a local family specializing in the design and installation 
of : 
  Custom designed Conservatories (Hardwood/UPVC)  
  Made to measure blinds. 
  Replacement windows- fascias- gutters etc. 
  Eco log Cabins 
  Small Farm Buildings/ Stables etc. 
 

Phone: 
Philip Partridge:       07860 538688 
Jonathan Partridge: 07980 655312 

25 Years Ago  
From Buckland St. Mary Newsletter (with Otterford 
& Churchstanton Church News) – September 1983. 
The Rectory, Churchstanton. 

Dear Friends, Once again we have to thank Mr. Charlie Jenner and 
Mr. Bill Board for some sterling work at Buckland. Some floor tiles in 
the centre of the nave decided to rise for some reason best known 
to themselves, and quite an area had to be re-laid. These, two gen-
tlemen have made a good job of it, and I am most grateful to them 
and also to the ladies for the inevitable clearing up. 
The Children’s Services start again this month at Buckland and 
Churchstanton. Both are happy, informal services, so do please do 
all you can to support them. 
The P. C. C. at Churchstanton have decided, with Mrs. Crabb's 
agreement, to use the money given at Mr. Crabb's funeral to buy a 
new length of carpet for the main aisle, and Mrs. Crabb has very 
kindly agreed to make up the collection to-cover the whole cost.      
We have been able to find a good colour match with the present 
sanctuary carpet, and I think we shall all be very pleased with the 
result. 
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Yours sincerely, 
Laurence Hemmons. 
NEW HYMN BOOKS! At our last (Buckland St. Mary) P. C. C. Meet-
ing we discussed the possibility of acquiring new hymn books. We 
changed from “Ancient & Modern” to "An "Ancient & Modern Re-
vised" in 1970, when we purchased 100 for £35! We find that there 
is now a brand new publication containing the best of them, com-
bined with "100 Hymns for today" and "More Hymns for Today" 
which can be used in conjunction with our existing books. We are 
delighted to say that Mrs E. Gready and Bernard would like us to use 
the £71 half share donated at the funeral of the late Mr. W. R. 
Gready for this purpose - particularly fitting in view of his love of 
music. We have ordered 50, but there are publishing delays, and we 
shall be one of the first Churches to have this book! The remaining 
half share has been donated to the Somerset County Association for 
the Blind. 
Mr Peter Powne. Some of you will remember Peter Powne who 
farmed at Pound Farm in the 1950s, and who was our (Buckland St. 
Mary) P. C. C. Treasurer from 1955-1960. After a lifetime of farm-
ing, during which he became a Lay Reader, he has been studying for 
the Ministry, and is to be ordained Deacon by John, Bishop of Salis-
bury, in Salisbury Cathedral on September 24th, to serve as Curate 
in the Parish of St Mary the Vir-
gin, Calne, Wiltshire. 
THE PARISH COUNCIL 
0n August 3rd, all members of the 
Parish Council, their wives, the 
Clerk and her husband, and for-
mer Councillor Mr. W. Jeffery met 
at The Old Rectory. The retiring 
Councillors Messrs. Dick Pym, 
Dick Smith and Charlie Jenner had 
been invited to an “informal even-
ing” but when they arrived were 
somewhat taken aback to find the 
Press photographer setting up his 
camera. However, Mr. W. Board 
(Chairman) soon had everyone 
seated with a glass of wine to 
hand and explained that he 
wished to pay tribute to their 
years of service (D. Pym 38, D. 
Smith 37, C. Jenner 21), and on 
behalf of the Council the Clerk 
(Mrs. M. Board) presented each 

Churchill & Co 
Chartered Accountants 

Not all  
accountants  
are the same! 
 

Let us lift the burden of financial  
administration with prompt,  
proactive services and expert advice.  
 

- Chartered Accountants  
- Business Advisors 
 
Taunton office 01823 321177  
Honiton office 01404 43360  
Email mail@churchill-co.net 
Web www.churchill-co.net 
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     TEL: 01460 62140 (EVENINGS) OR MOBILE: 07887 572908  

    W INDOW S AND DOORS MADE & FITTED 
KITCHENS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
TIMBER & LAMINATE FLOORS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
W ARDROBES BUILT & FITTED 
ALTERATIONS/REPAIRS “NO JOB TOO SMALL” 
LISTED BUILDING JOINERY W ORK 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY by LANCE WALLIS  

 
FREE ESTIMATES  

&  
ADVICE 

gentleman with a tankard, suitably inscribed. These years of service 
had not left them speechless, and all three responded admirably, 
expressing their surprise and appreciation. Then it was outside for 
the official photograph after which the atmosphere relaxed consider-
ably, and a very happy evening ensued. The ladies had all helped 
with the supper, and the Councillors provided the drinks. 

Going around the Diocese of 
Bath and Wells in a  

1932 Morris Oxford 6 
As many of you know I drove around the Diocese to 

raise some money for Churchstanton Church. Thank you to all who 
supported me. Mr David Dobinson said I should write an article 
about it in the CBO news. 
I first thought up the idea last winter and had intended to travel by 
Austin Seven. On Easter Monday and at other odd times I went over 
the route in a modern car to see what was involved.  At the same 
time I was thinking of buying a larger car from the 1930s. This was 
because several people had suggested why not use the Austin Seven 
for weddings etc. The truth is that it is too small. 
WD 4569 was advertised in a sale at Leominster at the beginning of 
July. I went to the sale, liked what was on offer and after some keen 
competition it was mine. The car was delivered the next day. 
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After a couple of local journeys it was time to make a start on this 
drive. The first journey was from here to Bridgwater via Exmoor (96 
miles). Not knowing much about the car a chance was taken that 
everything would be alright even if the car was 76 years old.  Rupert 
Phillips followed in his Range Rover in case anything went wrong but 
no trouble was experienced. The second journey was from Frome, 
56 miles to start the 60 to Crewkerne bypassing Wincanton and Yeo-
vil. Charles Isdell-Carpenter came with me. 
The third journey was from Bridgwater to Frome via Weston Super 
Mare, South Bristol and Haycombe, Bath. Martin Batchelor came 
with me for the 93 miles. The last journey was from Crewkerne to 
Burnworthy. Total mileage was 27O.7. Add on another 194 miles 
making journeys to starts and from finishes. 
Looking back everything went well, no trouble on the road and three 
days much enjoyed. 
WD 4569 is available for Weddings, Anniversaries etc. phone Geof-
frey Berry on 01823 601386. 

ST. MARGARET’S HOSPICE 
We would like to say thank you to all those people who gave prizes 
for the Raffle and Whist on 17th July;  also to all who helped and 
supported the Whist Drive. Fourteen and a half tables were in play.  
£250 was given to St Margaret’s Hospice. 
Thanks again. 

Happy & Cliff Wright 
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SARAH HAWKER 
BSc (Hons.) M.Ch.S.S.R.Ch 

 

REGISTERED PODIATRIST 
 

 Gait Analysis 
 Corrective Foot Care 
 Routine Chiropody 

 
Please ring to make an appointment. 
Available evenings and weekends. 

 
Telephone: Hemyock on 

01823 680713 
or 

Clinic Mobile: 07772 914541 

 

 

Wilton House 
TAUNTON 

Retirement Home for the Active Elderly 
 

Homely, sociable atmosphere 
Resident staff 

All rooms en-suite 
Telephone and TV points in each room 

Comfortable lounges, dining and TV room 

Adjacent to Vivary Park and close to town centre 
 

Wilton House, Upper High Street, Taunton TA1 3PX 
Telephone: 01823 254339 or 01823 275950 
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Technical takedowns 
Crown reductions/ crown lifting 
Pruning and dead wooding 
Tree planting 
Hedge trimming / hedge laying 
Emergency work / 24 hour callout 
NPTC qualified 
FOR SALE Woodchip Mulch 

For free quotations and professional advice 
Please contact Paul Durman: 

Tel: 01823 353302    Mob: 07815 146343 
Email: ashculmetreesurgeons@yahoo.co.uk 

FLEXI-STORE 
 

Secure Containers &  
Free Standing Storage 
Household-Business-

Leisure 
 

01460 234309 
Situated at 

Buckland St. Mary 

Menu of 
the Month 

Lemon 
Curd 

Homemade is so 
much nicer than 

the commercial variety and I am 
going to give you the microwave 
way to make it. First of all a reci-
pe for making about 900g or 
2lbs. 
Grated rind and juice of 4 lem-
ons 
100g (4oz) butter, diced. Unsalt-
ed is best 
450g (1lb) castor sugar 
4 eggs, beaten 
To microwave. Mix together lem-
on rind and juice, butter and 
sugar in a large heatproof bowl. 
Cook for about 4 minutes until 
butter melts. Stir well. 
Stir in eggs. 
To microwave. Cook for 5-6 
minutes, whisking every minute 
until curd is thick and creamy. 
Stand for 5 minutes, whisk occa-
sionally. 
Pot and cover. Store in a cool 
place and use within two weeks. 
If I wish to make a small amount 
for filling a sponge sandwich 
cake I adapt the recipe and use 
just 1 egg, 1 lemon, 75g (3oz) 
castor sugar and a knob of but-
ter. 

Penny 
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Churchstanton  
Parish Council 

Middle of August, nothing doing?? Don’t you believe 
it. There was still enough “doing” for parishioners to 

outnumber your Councillors. Although, with their involvement in 
Community Shops and Neighbourhood Watch, two of the parishion-
ers are almost Honorary Councillors! 
The Meeting was honoured to have PCSO Eammon Leniston in at-
tendance. It was really a “courtesy visit” but Officer Leniston did say 
that he was prepared to try to answer any questions that attendees 
might have. Unfortunately, the surprise was such that no-one had 
anything to say to him. No doubt prior notice would have produced a 
different result but it was good to see him in the Village. Mr Badman 
subsequently mentioned that “incidents” had risen from none in 
June to three in July so maybe we will be seeing more of our PCSO 
in coming weeks! 
Confusion within the Parish Council and Taunton Deane Borough 
Council regarding the transfer of a property name had lead to an 
error in the Minutes of last month’s Meeting. Discussion ultimately 
led to the error being sorted out and a suitable amendment being 
agreed upon. 
Matters arising included congratulations to the Clerk and Mrs Ald-
worth (the PC’s “accounts examiner”) on their successfully negotiat-
ing the audit minefield once again; the end (almost) of the Footpath 
T6/30 saga and on developments on the Community Shop front 
where things appear to be going swimmingly with a site identified 
and viability confirmed – keep watching this space! 
Planning discussion centred on supporting an application to convert 
the barn opposite Westcroft (down the lane from Hunters Lodge to-
wards Otterford) and on noting consent for work at Trickey Warren, 
Kedget Barton, Trents View, The Old Smithy and Hunters Lodge 
Barn. It was also noted that permission to build a single storey ex-
tension at Trents View has been refused. 
Correspondence definitely fell into the “noted” category as did 
“Finances” with four cheques being signed plus a £30.00 reimburse-
ment from SCC. 
The final item on the Agenda included comments on the Buddhafield 
Event held recently in the vicinity of Culmhead; roaming chickens 
and the continuing problem of rainwater (bearing in mind that it is 
August) running unchecked across the highway. It was agreed that 
Somerset Highways be asked to do a “proper job” and get this issue 
sorted out. 
That was it – all over for another month by 8.55 pm. We will give it 
another go on Wednesday, 10 September 2008 at 7.30 pm in the 
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Village Hall, Churchinford and you could be part of it if you wanted 
to be!! 

Brian Simpson 
Clerk to the Council 

NB the above notes are just that – the official Minutes are always 
available at the following Meeting. 

Calor Somerset  
Village of the Year  
2008 Competition. 
Buckland St Mary 

It will be some time in September before we 
know whether Buckland has lifted an award in the above Competi-
tion. Meanwhile we wish to thank everyone who infused such energy 
into making Thursday 14th August such a special “Buckland” day. 
Thanks go to the farmers, gardeners and other businesses who al-
lowed time in their busy day to meet and talk to the judges. The 
drivers and the use of their cars. Rosemary Ward-Smith for playing 
the harmonium at Birchwood. The friends who set up the Village 
Hall, loaned tablecloths and crockery. The loan of the PowerPoint 
projector and to Chris Watkis for operating it – showing the Buck-
land 2002 Video; the ‘silent’ version. The beautiful place names for 
each organisation and Judge. 
Thanks to all the groups and businesses who represented the Village 
with speakers and those organisations who set up display boards 
illustrating their activities within the community. Thanks to the help-
ers who provided and served tea and made delicious cakes, and to 
Pam Martin for her beautiful flower arrangements. 
We realise that you all sacrificed your time, gave of your talents and 
showed your willingness to prove, once again, to the outside world 
that Buckland is a thriving community. 

Hilary Cumming & Gill Horner. 
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For more information pop into your local Age Concern at: 

Motor Insurance & Breakdown 

People over 50 
trust Age Concern 

products & services 

Home Insurance Travel Insurance 

Funeral Planning 

Gas & Electricity Supplies 

Age Concern Somerset 
The Market House 

Fore Street 
Taunton, TA1 1JD 

Open Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm 

01823 423496 
 

Please quote ref:ALL700 
Age Concern Enterprises Ltd. (ACEnt) is  
authorised and regulated by the Financial  
Services Authority. If you contact an Age  
Concern office, you will be dealing with an  
Appointed Representative of ACEnt. 

A46V3DEC05-MC213 
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S  
B  C  

A Home From Home 
Luxury heated apartments 
Quiet & Picturesque Rural Setting 
Proprietors Resident 
Inspection Welcome 
Long or Short Term 
Convenient forA303 Road Links 
NO DOGS BOARDED 
Open 9am – 12.30pm – other times by 

appointment 
Proprietor: Angela Pitcher 

Batstone Farm 
Sticklepath 

Combe St. Nicholas 
Somerset TA20 3HL 

Tel: 01460 234574 or 07932 394368 
 

This project is supported under the England Rural Development 
Program by the Department of Environment, Food & Rural Affairs & 
the European Agricultural Guidance & Guarantee Fund. 
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THE YARTY GARDENING CLUB 
Gerald Fisher, President of the Somerset Beekeepers’ 
Association, was the recent speaker for the Yarty Gar-
dening Club at Buckland St Mary.   Mr Fisher, who lives 
at Huish Episcopi, is also in charge of the popular bees 
and honey exhibit at the Royal Bath & West Show. 
Not surprisingly, his subject was ‘Bees and the Gar-

dener’, and he found his predominantly female audience agreeing 
with his every word when he emphasised the busy workers are fe-
male and the work-shy drones are male! 
He also dispelled the myth that beekeepers are ‘cruel to the bees’ by 
taking the honey every year. Not so. The only honey taken is from 
the top boxes of the hives, and not from the bees’ winter box.  
In fact, since the parasitic varroa mite was found in this country in 
1992, bee keepers have kept the bee population healthy in the hives 
while the wild population has been decimated by the disease. 
He differentiated between the nineteen species of solitary bumble 
bees, and the honey bees that live in colonies comprising one 
queen, anything from 10,000 to 50,000 workers and 200 to 500 
drones. 
Swarming bees are a terrifying sight to the uninitiated, caused by a 
new queen vacating the nest and setting off in search of a new colo-
ny.  A great buzzing ball of bees hanging precariously from some-
thing like a branch is actually quite harmless – Mr Fisher even sug-
gested that a finger poked into the mass of bee bodies would proba-
bly not be stung, but no-one volunteered to do any research!   
A quick call to any local beekeeper and the new colony can be easily 
shaken from the branch into a portable skep or basket and then 
transferred to a new hive. 
Bees are a vital part of our life support system – no bees means no 
pollination of crops – no crops means no food – and no food would 
eventually mean no human race. Gardeners can help by planting 

Buckland St. Mary Church 100+ Club  

Winners for the Month of July 2008 
  Amount  Number  Name of Winner 
   1st Prize - £20.00  6  Dean & Alison Smith 
   2nd Prize - £15.00  58  Carol Lane 
   3rd Prize - £10.00  104  Bradley Every 
   4th Prize - £5.00  3  Roy Brelsforth 
Drawn by Bernard Gready at Roses Farm in the last week of the Month.   
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plants attractive to bees, including buddleia, sycamore, cotoneaster 
and horse chestnut, plus a large range of herbaceous plants such as 
forget-me-not, bluebell, foxglove, penstemon and potentilla.  
Local honey that has not been heat treated can be used for medici-
nal purposes, as it will extract moisture from a wound and has anti-
septic properties.  
For those members interested in setting up their own hive, he esti-
mated an outlay of £300 - £400 and then this absorbing hobby 
should pay for itself in terms of honey produced.  
The competition for a photograph of a bee was won by Edward God-
dard. 
There will be no chrysanthemum competition in October due to plant 
unavailability, but there will be a competition for an arrangement  
depicting fireworks. 
The next raffle will be held at the Christmas evening in December.  
Prizes will be much appreciated. 
The club is still looking for a secretary. Retiring secretary Wendy 
Hall says “It is certainly not an onerous job, and is one I have en-
joyed for the last eight years. Surely there must be someone out 

(Continued on page 50) 
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CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST 
 

STEPHEN WAPLINGTON, 
MSSCh, MBChA. HPC Registered 

 
 

EXPERT FOOTCARE IN YOUR OWN HOME 
AT NO EXTRA COST 

 

For friendly and professional treatment 
please call: 

 

01404 861328 
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Buckland St Mary 
Pre-school 

 
We offer a caring, friendly, happy environment, where your child can play, 

learn  and  socialise. 
We give individual attention and stimulation within the group to encourage            

development at each child’s own pace. 
 

The Pre-school has its own building within the grounds of Buckland St 
Mary Primary school, in which we offer a vast array of toys and equipment.  
We have a quiet book corner, a home corner and an activity area for paint-
ing, cooking etc.  We also have access to the school’s facilities and use their 
hall, outdoor play equipment and safe playground. 
 

We take children from 2.5 - 5 years old. 
We are open Monday 9.00-12.00 Tuesday 9.00-2.50, Wednesday 9.00-12.00 

and Friday 9.00-12.00. 
 

For more information and a prospectus please ring 01460 234303 

there who would be willing to give it a go?” If you would be willing 
to try, ring Wendy on 01460 52382.   
Under the terms of the club’s constitution, it must have a secretary.   
William Kennard is taking on the post on a temporary basis but, as 
he will take over as chairman in the New Year, the permanent va-
cancy must be resolved before then. 
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 18 September, 7.30 p.m. at 
Buckland St Mary Village Hall. The speaker will be Christopher Smith 
of Pennard Plants on pest control (all magic remedies for slugs 
gratefully received!) 

Wendy Hall 

(Continued from page 48) 
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Friendly reliable service covering: 
 

 Buildings – Agricultural, Equestrian, Stable 
Blocks, Garden Sheds etc.  

 Fencing – Residential and Agricultural 
 Landscaping – Garden walling, Patios, 
      Decking etc. 
 Hedge Laying, Scrub Clearance, Drainage 
 Lakes, Ponds and Water features 
 

   A wide range of  
   household maintenance 
 

For free estimates contact: 
Russ:  07815 059823 
Billy:  07971 582320 
Tel / Fax: 01823 602711 
Email:  everreadyltd@tiscali.co.uk  

No job is too big or small 

Inside or Out! 

Drawn by 
Bernard 
Gready at 
Roses Farm 
in the last 
week of the 
Month. 
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          Flying Chefs             Heavenly Food  Flying Chefs 
 

Let us do the hard work for you 
 

             corporate events       weddings 
             christenings       funeral teas 
            dinner parties       celebrations 
 

    any occasion catered for 
 

Quality catering at affordable prices 
 

Telephone:01823 331968 or Email: janecollard@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS AND 
ESTATE AGENTS  

Specialising in country and equestrian properties 

If you are thinking of selling and are seeking 
 

Personal service – over 30 years’ experience 
Access to the best buyers worldwide 

with the help of our London office and the internet 
  

you should consult 

PETER RADICE FRICS 
at his Taunton Office on 01823 282890 at 14 The Bridge, Taunton 

or at his home at Churchstanton on 01823 601108 
website: www.peterradice.co.uk   London Office:  17 Hill Street, Mayfair 

W.H. BERRY & SON 
BROOKFIELD, COX’S HILL, CHURCHSTANTON, TAUNTON, TA3 7RL 

Telephone/Fax: Churchstanton (01823) 601386 
Independent Family Funeral Directors for three generations, 

Being established by James Berry in 1906. 
We offer a 24 hour personal and caring service. 

Visits to your home to make arrangements as always. 
The only Funeral Director based in the Blackdown Benefice. 
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Rambling in the  
Blackdowns 

This month, having spent some time on 
the continent, I have been giving some 
thought to what it means to be British. 
First there’s our overwhelming success 
at sport – every year we cheer on a 
Brit at Wimbledon when quite plainly 
they have only just graduated from the 
Swingball and have no chance pro-
gressing past the quarterfinals. Foot-
ball's not much better – I’ve heard it 

said that it was a relief that England didn’t qualify for the Euros. The 
general national grumpiness at their inability to score and the edge 
of the seat, cardiac arrest inducing penalty shoot-outs were not 
missed by many... 
Then there’s our mastery of foreign languages. We really do try hard 
to make ourselves understood when away from home. If someone 
fails to understand the point we are trying to get across we are hap-
py to repeat it for them in a much louder and slower voice... 
Then there’s our dress sense – sandals and socks, T-shirts with real-
ly loud slogans and Day-Glo waterproofs. Oh yes, and all teamed 
with either very appealing (or should I say just peeling) glowing red 
skin or a thick white protective layer of Ambre Solaire. We really are 
the epitome of fashion! On the plus side, it has to be said that we 
are a very resourceful little bunch! - only a Briton will go on holiday 
to the sun so fully prepared for any weather eventuality from snow 
to rain to force ten gales. Our own climate has taught us a thing or 
two! 
Finally there’s our culinary “je ne sais quoi”. Don’t know what that 
means but it looked good on paper. We love things to look and taste 
exactly as they do at home - oh, and also to come with chips and 
ketchup. 
We British are a fantastic lot aren’t we? I wouldn’t change countries 
if you paid me – and people have tried I can assure you! And the 
best thing about us Brits? Our ability to poke fun at ourselves..... 
Hope you have all had a wonderful Summer. 

Molly Coddle 
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MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE 
SELF DRIVE OR DRIVER AVAILABLE 

4 BUCKETS - TRAILER - DELIVERY 
HOME EXTENSIONS - DRIVES - GARDEN WALLS 

2 TONNE DUMPER ALSO AVAILABLE 
 

SW  SERVICES LTD 
CHURCHSTANTON 

  Buckland St Mary  
Pre-school 

When we come back in September, we will welcome the following 
new children: Emily, Harry, Jacob, Harry and Alfie, who will join our 
Pre-school. We will also hopefully have new loos, thanks to the Field 
and Webb families for the purchase and installation of said 
“conveniences”. Not sure if a plaque to this effect will be required!  
We will be hoping for an Indian summer so that time outside might 
be a bit more enjoyable. Finally, on behalf of all the staff, I would 
like to thank all the parents for their tireless work on the committee 
and in other ways, helping on the rota, cleaning, and of course the 
never ending fund raising. (On the fund-raising front, many thanks 
to all of you who supported our scavenger hunt and barbecue, we 
hope to make this an annual event, and will try to plan it so it 
doesn’t fall on the only really hot day of the year!) Without all the 
wonderful help and time the parents give we would not be able to 
run the pre-school, so thank you to all of you.  

Melanie Tuffill 
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Marti Spencer M.I.P.T.I. 
 

Holistic Health 
Therapist 

20 years experience 
 

AROMATHERAPY 
STRESS CONTROL 

NUTRITIONAL ADVICE 
 

Buckland St. Mary 
Tel: 01460 234 614 

 

Pure essential oils are 
extracted from various parts 
of flowers, herbs and resins 

and have properties that help 
enhance physical and mental 
wellbeing, activate the body’s 
natural healing process and 

strengthen the immune 
system. 

 

STRESS – Not all stress is  neg-
ative – it can be 

stimulating – but it is 
recognised that in excess it 

can cause:- 
INSOMNIA, FATIGUE, 

DEPRESSION, ANXIETY 
PANIC ATTACKS, MIGRAINES 

DIGESTIVE & 
CARDIOVASCULAR PROBLEMS 

 

A treatment can help relieve 
stress and promote deep 

relaxation 
 

AROMATHERAPY can safely be 
used in conjunction with most 

conventional medical 
treatments 

 
AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 

 
Based in the Blackdown Hills 

 
House and Farm Clearance 

 
Individual or Collective items 

Purchased 
 

Entries for our regular auctions 
welcomed 

 
Mac Davison or Richard Pitcher on 

01460 234793 or 07754 754629 
www.davisonpitcher.co.uk 

 

DAVISON PITCHER 
& ASSOCIATES LTD 

dp 

Digital TV and Satellite 
Specialists 

 

Aerial and Satellite systems 
installed and upgraded. 

Freeview, Sky Digital, Sky TV. 
TV, FM, DAB, Digital, Terrestrial. 

Multipoint viewing. 
 

Free quotation and installation 
advice. 

01823 680190 
07766 522336 
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Colin Layzell, Furniture & Joinery 
 

Makers of Furniture & Kitchens, 
Specialist Joinery for Listed & Period Buildings, 
Quality Joinery suppliers to the Building trade, 

 

Telephone: 01404 891815. WWW.colinlayzell.co.uk 

St. John Ambulance  
Carer Support 
Programme 

The St. John Ambulance Carer Support Programme, run in associa-
tion with Somerset County Council, is now in its third year and hun-
dreds of carers across Somerset have benefited from the free train-
ing that it provides them. 
Many carers’ groups have been set up as a result of the programme 
as carers are keen to keep in touch with one another not only for 
friendship but also to continue to exchange ideas and share experi-
ences. 
The Carers Re-unions are also very popular and in June over 90 
came together in Taunton to meet Princess Anne who is patron of 
the Princess Royal Trust for Carers and a strong advocate for more 
help for carers – many of whom find themselves undertaking this 
role 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
Surprisingly it is still difficult to make carers aware that St. John can 
help them as many remain ‘hidden’. According to the 2001 census 
there were over 50,000 in Somerset which means the figure will 
have grown significantly since then. We need to reach them. 
Some of the ‘outcomes’ we have received following the courses are: 
‘knowing I am not alone’; ‘the talking, the unloading and sharing’; 
‘support in my caring role’; ‘the feeling of belonging’; ‘the confi-
dence to look after myself better’; ‘encouragement to start a new 
life after a death’; ‘a professional ear to listen to’; ‘learning to relax 
properly after years of trying’; ‘feeling better about myself - thank 
you’. 
Please call Jude Glide or Ross Young at St. John Ambulance County 
Headquarters on 01823 345920 for further information about the 
Carer Support Programme and the new Parent Carer Support Pro-
gramme or to arrange for us to come and talk to you.     
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Oddjobs 
General Household/ Building Repairs 

Plumbing – Heating – Electrical Repairs 
Eg Dripping Taps, Radiator Repairs/Replacement 

Defective Sockets, Power Shower Repairs/
Renewals 

 

Outside Maintenance, Gardening/Fencing. 
Many other tasks undertaken 

No Job Too Small 
Call Edward: Action Line 01460 234339 

No VAT charged on Labour Costs 
Public Liability Cover 

www.somerset.sja.org.uk 

A THRILLING SURPRISE FOR ALICE! 
Surprises may come in many forms and some are more welcome or 
exciting than others. A recent surprise which came to Alice Clapp 
was most appreciated, for it was in recognition of her sterling work 
as a Land Girl in the Women’s Land Army during the last war. 
Alice has been awarded a medal from the Government in much be-
lated recognition of the work that she and the many thousands of 
other ladies like her, undertook to ensure that Britain did not go 
hungry as the prospect of war became increasingly likely. The Gov-
ernment of the day needed to increase the amount of home grown 
produce so that the ships needed to import food could be freed up to 
move troops and also to reduce the risks associated with convoys 
being  attacked. Since men were needed in the armed forces, it fell 
to women to work on farms to produce food to sustain the rest of 
the country. 
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At the setting up of the Women’s Land Army in June 1939, the num-
ber of women was around 1000 members, rising to a peak of some 
80,000, until the demands for women to make aircraft and muni-
tions meant that they were encouraged to take up factory work in-
stead. 
Women joined the Land Army from all backgrounds, many coming 
from London and other large cities. Alice however, was a local girl, 
being born in the Yarcombe area. She worked for several farms 

around Wilmington in the Land 
Army and indeed one of the fami-
lies still keeps in touch with her. 
Farm work was often hard and the 
women did all sorts of jobs. Alice 
did general farm work including 
looking after cows, pigs, poultry 
and lifting potatoes and other root 
crops. She ‘lived in’ with each of 
the families and on a rare evening 
off had to be home by 10pm. 
Alice recalls a Mrs. Haswell was 
the supervisor responsible for the 
land girls in the area who visited 
the farms to ensure everything 
was running smoothly. 
The Women’s Land Army had a 
uniform but since it was not a mili-
tary force many women did not 
wear it. In Alice’s case though, she 

was issued with and wore her uniform, which she recalled was com-
fortable and consisted of brown breeches, shoes, green jersey, be-
ret, headscarf, a brown felt hat and a khaki overcoat - all of which 
had to be returned when the war was over. 
Readers will surely will not only wish to add their congratulations to 
Alice on receipt of her medal and certificate, the latter being signed 
by the Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, but also on having celebrated 
her 96th birthday in August... and as if that wasn’t enough, Alice is 
also thought to be the longest residing resident in Churchinford! 
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ENDPIECE — Ten Reasons Why God Made Eve 
1. God worried that Adam would get lost in the garden because men 
never ask directions.  
2. Adam needed someone to hand him the television remote control 
because men never want to see what’s on the box, they want to see 
what else is on.  
3. Adam would never get a new fig leaf when the seat wore out and 
would need someone to buy one.  
4. God knew that Adam would never make a doctor’s appointment 
for himself.  
5. God knew that Adam would never remember which day to put the 
rubbish out.  
6. God knew that if the world was to be populated, men would never 
cope with childbirth.  
7. As ‘keeper of the garden'’ Adam would never remember where 
he’d left his tools.  
8. The scriptural account of creation suggests that Adam would al-
ways need someone else to blame.  
9. The Bible says, ‘It is not good for man to be alone’, suggesting 
that men left to themselves get into trouble.  
10. When God finished creating Adam, he stood back and said, ‘I 
can do better than that!’  
For all the jokes about the battle of the sexes, what a dull world it 
would be if we all looked and acted the same. The truth is that God 
made us different for a reason.  
From “Doorways From the Word to the World” by Ian Coffey and Kim Bush, published 
by BRF. 

Otterford Church 100 Club 
Winners July 2008 

Mrs B Gamm  84 £20 

Heather Hodges  60 £15 

Cindy Beaumont  24 £10 

Mary Pleeth  61 £5 
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PLEASE MENTION CBO NEWS WHEN CONTACTING 
ADVERTISERS -THANK YOU. 

INDEX OF REGULAR COMMERCIAL ADVERTISERS 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE   COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE 

Accountant 37  Garden Contractor 10 

Aerial Erector 55  Garden Design & Maintenance 7 
Age Concern 45  Garden Machinery Service & Repair 23 
Arboriculture/Estate Management 46  Garden Machinery Sales & Service 43 
Aromatherapy  55  Garden Maintenance 46 
Auctioneer & Valuer 55  Gardening Services 24 
Bed & Breakfast - Stapley 28  Handyman 19 
Builder - General 19  Household Helper 14 
Builder - Rural, listed, Eco 43  Joinery 9 
Builders & Carpenters 10  Joinery 19 
Building & Construction 7  Kitchens, Bathrooms and Accessories 11 
Carpentry/Joinery 23  Land Management 43 
Carpentry/Joinery 38  Livery Stables 31 
Carpenter/Kitchen fitter 7  Logs for Sale 12 
Catering 52  Massage 28 
Catering 33  Mini Digger Hire 54 
Cattery 46  Odd Jobs/Handyman 57 
Chartered Surveyor 52  Painter & Decorator 12 
Chiropodist/Podiatrist 49  Photographer 34 
Computer Repairs & Services 10  Planning Apps. Draughtswoman 12 
Computer Repairs & Services 34  Plumbing Services 28 
Conservatory Installation 36  Podiatrist 40 
Construction 51  Post Office & General Store - Churchinford 19 
Driving School 29  Pre-School - Buckland St. Mary 50 
Driving School 2  Pre-School & Day Care Churchinford 23 
Electrical Services 28  Property Maintenance 2 
Electrician 2  Retirement Home 40 
Estate Agents 52  Rubbish Collection 31 
Farm Meats 29  Self Catering Accommodation 39 
Fencing 46  Sewing Machine Service 28 
Forestry Services 49  Steam Cleaning (Domestic) 48 
Funeral Directors 52  Storage-Secure containers 41 
Furniture Maker & Joinery 56  Toddler Group BSM 9 
Furniture Designer & Manufacture 32  Tree Surgeon 26 
Furniture Manufacturer 24  Tree Surgeon 41 
   Veterinary Surgeon 24 



For routine or non urgent matters you may contact 
 
 
 

Churchstanton & Otterford Community Beat Officer: PC MARIA JENNINGS 
PC Maria Jennings’ email: ssntauntonrural@avonandsomersetpolice.uk  

 

Buckland St. Mary Community Beat Officer: PC MARK EDGINGTON 
PC Mark Edgington’s email– mark.edgington@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 

 

Sgt Andy Lloyd - andy.lloyd@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk  

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES: 
FIRE, POLICE, AMBULANCE:  999. 

 

IF YOU SEE A CRIME BEING COMMITTED OR WISH TO    
REPORT A CRIME WHICH HAS BEEN COMMITTED &/OR 
YOU NEED A CRIME  NUMBER TO SATISFY AN INSUR-

ANCE CLAIM, TELEPHONE 
CRIME REPORTING: 0845 456 7000 

THE BLACKDOWN PRACTICE 
Opening Times. 

 

   Hemyock           Churchinford  Dunkeswell   

Monday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  3.00 -   6.00 
 

Tuesday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  4.00 -   6.00 
 

Wednesday:  8.30 - 1.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
   2.00 - 6.00     3.30 -   6.00 
 

Thursday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

Friday:   8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

NB  Hemyock surgery - EMERGENCIES ONLY Saturdays 9.00 - 11.00am. 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

HEMYOCK:    Appointments & enquiries  01823 680206 
    Dispensary     01823 680007 
    Fax. (Repeat prescriptions)  01823 680680 

CHURCHINFORD:  Appointments & enquiries  01823 681700 

DUNKESWELL:  Appointments & Dispensary  01823 681720 
 

BLACKDOWN SUPPORT GROUP: Barbara Starkiss  01823 681036 
 

HOSPITALS:   MUSGROVE PARK   01823 333444 
    CHARD & DISTRICT   01460 63175 
    HONITON & DISTRICT  01404 42362 
    ST. MARGARET’S HOSPICE 01823 259394 



Useful Phone Numbers 
 

Please contact us if you have any phone number changes or  
additions  you would like us to consider making to this list.  Thank you. 

 

Churchstanton 
Taunton Deane Borough Councillor – John Thorne    01823 663146 
            email. Cllr.j.thorne@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
               Blogsite  www.johnthorne.blogspot.com 
Chair of the Parish Council - Nick Strange     01823 601565 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Brian Simpson     01823 601694 
Village Hall bookings - Sylvia Pike      01823 601236 
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris    01823 421395 
Churchstanton Primary School - Head Teacher: Simon Mills   01823 601354 
Neighbourhood Watch - Richard Badman     01823 601264 
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper      01823 601347 
 

Buckland St Mary: www.buckland-st-mary.co.uk 
South Somerset District Councillor – Ros Roderigo    01460 62081 
           email ros.roderigo@southsomerset.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Josephine Salter     01460 234703 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Gill Horner     01460 234256 
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board      01460 234200 
Neighbourhood Watch - Jean & Chris Watkis     01460 234226 
Buckland St Mary Primary School:  Head Teacher - Simon Billington  01460 234251 
Tower Captain - Keith Every       01460 234620 
Churchwarden - Ian Cumming       01460 234460 
 

Otterford 
TD Borough Councillor John Thorne. See entry in Churchstanton section above. 
Chair of the Parish Council - Rosemary Viant        01460 234734 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Barbara Simpson     01823 601694 
(Please leave a message if Barbara’s answerphone is on during the day) 
Village Hall bookings - Cindy Beaumont      01460 234351  
Neighbourhood Watch - Peter Naylor      01823 601106 
Churchwarden - David Ruthven      01823 601455 
 

General 
CBO Community Bus Booking - Mike Weir     01823 601333 
Somerset County Councillor - Ross Henley     01823 665988 
Bishopswood Chapel - Pastor Brian Chaplain     01460 234748 
Rector - Revd. Sue Green   email: suegreen@summit.me.uk 01823 421232 
Assistant Priest: Revd. Doris Goddard      01823 601594 
Blackdown Hills AONB - Corinne Matthews     01823 680682 
TDBC Health Response Unit       01823 356337 
Wessex Water         0845 600 4 600 
Bristol Water         0800 373501 
 

NB: For Blackdown Medical Practice information (including the Support Group),    
hospital, Police emergency telephone number and Community Beat Officer’s contact 
details for routine or non urgent matters please see overleaf. 


