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EDITORIAL 
This month sees another bumper Newsletter. We, your editors, get 
to read it at least a week before you do (but there doesn’t seem to 
be any insider dealing advantage in this unfortunately) and are con-
stantly amazed by the richness of life which the Newsletter shows 
for our area. 
Probably all our readers are familiar with one or two of the events 
and organizations which appear monthly but it is fascinating to see 
just how much life there is in our local area. People visiting from the 
great metropolis sometimes say ‘But what do you do there?’ perhaps 
we should simply send them some copies of the CBO Newsletter so 
that they can reflect on their possibly impoverished lives.  
In this edition almost every organization seems to have just been on 
a trip, just about to go on a trip or be planning for the next trip in 
the autumn. We have seen the life of fêtes and parties, the thrill of 
Parish Council meetings and a quest for scarecrows. The non-stop 
flow of recipes: we have a very healthy Machlema from Penny and 
Mad Hatter Munchies (or a way to get children to eat semolina) from 
Churchstanton School. Hidden inside there is also ‘Butterflies for 
Begineers’ which it must be said is not a recipe but sounds fascinat-
ing. 
There are several very sad reflections on the weather which contin-
ues to cause havoc with outdoor events and the garden. This editori-
al stopped commenting on it in the hope that it would improve but it 
seems already to be as wet a summer as last year’s. 
Perhaps we could reflect on Longfellow’s poem—with regret: 
 

As torrents in summer, Half dried in their channels,  
Suddenly rise, tho' the sky is still cloudlesss.  
For rain has been falling.  
Far off at their fountains. 

 
Finally the welcome return of Molly Coddle trying to convince us she 
is not size 22. 

A great August to you all. 

David Bleloch & Jon Mayled  

While the editors welcome material for publication in the ‘CBO News’, they do not guarantee that any item will be included or will 
appear in a particular edition.  They reserve the right to edit or shorten any items which are used.  Publication is in good faith and 
does not imply accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed. 

 

DEADLINE DATE 

Edition Closing date 
September Fri 15 August 
October Fri 12 September 
November Wed 15 October 
December Fri 14 November 
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RICHARD 
BROWN 

 

ELECTRICIAN 
 

Prompt Professional Service 
 

Sockets 
Lighting 
Rewiring 

Upgrading Fuse Boxes 
 

Part “P” Registered 
 

( 01823 680389 
Mobile: 07721089209 

 

Blackdown 
Property maintenance 

 

Repairs to houses/sheds/guttering 
Patio laying/drain clearing 
Basic plumbing and electrics 

small building works 
Tiled and laminate flooring 

Stables (partitioning & maintenance) 
Field Shelters & poultry houses built 

Land/garden maintenance  
including fence repairs 

Also 
Plans etc. drawn up for 

consent/approval 
 

Ring/fax: David Lowe 
01823 601048 / 07855346843 
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THINKING ALOUD … 
Thoughts from the Blackdown Benefice Churches 
www.blackdown.org.uk 
It has not been a happy few weeks for the world-wide 
Anglican church. In June the unofficial Global Anglican 
Futures Conference (GAFCON) met in Jerusalem and be-
gan to set up what looks remarkably like a parallel administration and au-
thority to that which already exists. Now the General Synod has approved 
the eventual ordination of women as bishops, while rejecting the structures 
demanded by the opponents of this move and opting instead for a safe-
guarding code of practice. By the time you are reading this, the Lambeth 
Conference will also have taken place, and I fear that much of its agenda 
will be hijacked by the doings of these two previous events. There has been 
little love shown in all this, and a distressing tendency to deride and belittle 
those with Christian understandings which differ from our own. 

In the hours before his death, Jesus spoke extensively to his disciples. The 
recurring theme of that speech is ‘love one another’. When reading it, it’s 
easy to feel that Jesus goes on about it at rather too great a length. ‘Yes, 
yes, we understand that. Now can we move on?’ But the fact is that we 
don’t understand it and we fail to live it. Jesus did not ask his followers to 
come up with a simple and comprehensive understanding of God. He didn’t 
say we must all think alike. He simply told us, again and again, to love one 
another. 

It seems to me that parts of the church are developing a tunnel vision. 
There is an emphasis on creating a ‘pure’ church – complete in its under-
standing of God and his purposes, of one mind and a single heart. But what 
Jesus did was to draw all people to himself, regardless of who they were 
and how they behaved. It was his very acceptance and love which changed 
them. 

But what matters for our – and any – church are these things. How we love 
and care for one another. How we handle our differences with respect and 
are willing to change our own views as we learn and grow. How we care for 
those in poverty and distress. 

In my last church, a medieval window was shattered during a break-in. 
There was no way that the window could be restored. So the fragments 
were taken and fitted into a new lead frame in the shape of a cross. The one 
fragment which survived was a crown, and this was placed on the top of the 
cross. Even if the church is broken to the extent that it can never again be 
the church that it was, we can have faith in God that the fragments can still 
be made into a beautiful whole, and that his glory will crown it. 

Sue Green 
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CHURCH SERVICES – August – 2008 
  
3 August 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 11 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
 
10 August 0800 Corfe Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 12 1030 Birchwood Holy Communion (BCP) 
 1030 Churchstanton Morning Worship (CW) 
 1030 Otterford Family Service 
 1030 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW) 
 1800 Buckland St Mary Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 1830 Corfe Compline (CW) 
  
17 August 0830 Pitminster Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 13 1030 Churchstanton Family Service 
 1030 Corfe Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Morning Worship (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (CW) (Sunday School) 
 1830 Otterford Compline (CW) 
 
24 August 0830 Churchstanton Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 14 1030 Otterford Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Holy Communion by Extension (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Family Service 
 1830 Corfe Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 
31 August 1030 Buckland St Mary United Holy Communion (CW) 
Trinity 15 
 
7 September 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 16 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Harvest Festival 
  
Readers and Sidesmen for Buckland St Mary and Birchwood 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
3 Aug 0830 Vicki Bell Romans 9:1-5 Gordon Board 
  Jean Watkis Matthew 14:13-21 William Kennard 
10 August 1030 Tim Kirkbride Romans 10:5-15 Mike Fortune 
  Peter Naylor Matthew 14:22-33 
 1800 Ian Cumming 1 Kings 19:9-18 Ian Cumming 
  Roy Harkness Matthew 14:22-33  
17 August 1100 Bill Butt Romans 11:1,2a Ian Cumming 
   and 29-32 Bill Butt 
  Vicki Bell Matthew 15:21-28  
24 August 1100 Emma Lupton Romans 12:1-8  Gordon Board 
  David Bleloch Matthew 16:13-20 Del Wiggins 
31 Aug 1030 Mark Drew Jeremiah 15:15-21 Ian Cumming 
  Jean Watkis Romans 12:9-end Gordon Board 
  Andrew Bell Matthew 16:21-end Ann Hales 
7 Sep 0830 Pam Hull Romans 13:8-end 
  Del Wiggins Matthew 18:15-20 
 
Readers for Otterford 
  Readers 
10 August 1030 Penny Gale 1 Kings 19:9-18  
  Ann Grabham Matthew 14:22-33  
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SERVICES AT BISHOPSWOOD CHAPEL 
Family Worship     
 10.30 am - 11.15 am  
Refreshments     
 11.15 am onwards 
Communion + Evening Service    6.30 pm - 7.45 
pm 

24 August 1030 Cliff Wright Isaiah 51:1-6  
  John Gusterson Matthew 16:13-20 
  
Readers and Sidesmen for Churchstanton 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
3 Aug 1030 Daphne Morris Isaiah 55:1-5 Geoffrey Berry 
  Charlotte Gill Matthew 14:13-21 
10 August 1030 Sandra Aldworth 1 Kings 19:9-18 Sylvia Pike 
  Christine Bradbeer Matthew 14:22-33  
17 August 1030 David Dobinson Isaiah 56:1,6-8 Shirley Hooper 
  Shirley Hooper Matthew 15:21-28  
24 August 0830 Chris Hopcraft Isaiah 51:1-6 Stephen Higgs 
  Christopher Poole Matthew 16:13-20 
7 Sep 1030 Joyce Lockyer Ezekiel 33:7-11 Claudia Gill 
  Barbara Simpson Matthew 18:15-20 

 Buckland St Mary Pre-school  
By the time you read this, the children will have had their teddy 
bears’ picnic and we will have said our goodbyes to the following 
children who are all going to Buckland St Mary school in September: 
Aaron, Alex, Sharon, Max and Henry.  
We wish all these children much happiness and success at school. 
They will, of course, be able to keep in touch with their friends who 
are still at the pre-school, on Tuesdays at the welly walk and on Fri-
days when the reception children join the pre-school children either 
in the school hall or outside for ‘physical play’. Hopefully there will 
be some decent weather in August so that everyone will be able to 
return refreshed in September.  

Melanie Tuffill 
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 BUCKLAND ST MARY  
FLOWER SHOW 

Venue: Buckland St. Mary Village Hall 
Time: Doors open 2.30pm 
Date: 17th August 2008 
Flower Show schedules are now available from Ann 

Kennard at Hillcrest Barn, Buckland St. Mary, Chard, TA20 3SN or 
ask any of the other organisers, Barbara Board, Ann Hales, and 
Sandie Potts. Get one today and check out all those photographs or 
maybe a bottle of wine that is looking good.  
Children - why not get those crafty fingers working? Super refresh-
ments and cakes made by our Buckland Ladies. There are many 
classes available to suit everyone. You don’t have to be an Alan 
Titchmarsh or even an Ann Swithinbank to enter!  Come on you 
know you want to! 

Don’t delay, get one today 

Entries can be delivered by hand or posted to Ann Kennard at the 
above address.  

Mission Complete in Tanzania 
Well, we successfully completed our project in Tanzania, which was 
to install a water pump for the Livestock Training Institute 
in Tanzania. The 12 Devon Young Farmers, including myself, Peter 
Reed, set off from London and arrived at the college to see the huge 
challenge that was waiting for us. It is safe to say we had many hur-
dles to cross but being true young farmers we put our heads down 
and kept digging! The African building materials left much to be de-
sired but we left the college with fresh running water, so mission 
complete. If you would like to hear more about the project and see 
some photos of the experience I am holding a presentation evening 
on Wednesday 20th August at 7.30pm at Owlhayes Farm, Buckland 
St. Mary. If you would like to come, please book your seats on 
01460 234305 or reedpt@hotmail.com Look forward to seeing 
you all then. 

Thank you 

Peter Reed 
Devon Federation of Young Farmers Chairman 
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MARK STAPLE 
 

CARPENTRY 
 

Professional 
Kitchen Fitter 

 
Supply and fit or fit only 

 
All aspects of carpentry 

and 
home improvement work 

undertaken 
 

Tel: 01823 413663 
Mob: 07798 830365 

Garden Design 
 

Green Leaves 
Home: 01460234062 
Mob:  07812045805 Sue Betteridge 

All aspects of garden maintenance,  
Hedging, Mowing, Pruning, Clearance 
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SMEATHARPE W.I. 
 
After welcoming a new member and several visitors to the 
July meeting, the President, Pam Parry, conducted the 
business part of the evening. This included the trips ar-
ranged for the month of July, a report read by Gloria Dob-
inson on the A.G.M. in Liverpool, and the outcome of the 

resolutions adopted and approval from the members for the Christ-
mas meal arrangements. 
Ann Salmon, the organizer of the outings, listed her suggestions for 
a variety of events taking place, including garden visits and theatre 
trips. 
On behalf of the members who were entering the ‘Race for Life’, Sue 
Little thanked all who had donated money to support this event.  
Moira Lumley reported on what a success the Shiatsu Day had been. 
The speaker for the July meeting was Peter Samways, who de-
scribed what it was like to be a Deer Manager of 20,000 acres of pri-
vate land in Devon and his opinion on the ‘Big Cat Theory’. 
The competition of a country walking hat was won by Anne Nicholls 
and the Flower of the Month by Elizabeth Badman. 
The members and visitors were reminded that due to the Honiton 
Show being held on the first Thursday in August, the next meeting 
will be held on 14 August in Smeatharpe Village Hall at 7.30 pm, 
when the speaker’s subject will be ‘Wake up to Waste’. 

BUCKLAND ST MARY 
COFFEE MORNING 

We intend to hold a coffee morning in the Church at 
Buckland St Mary on the second Saturday of each 

month – starting on the 9th August – from 10.30 to 12 noon. 
Any proceeds will be donated to a different charity each month. 
This initiative has been prompted by the loss of the village store as 
a point of social contact.  
The use of the church building for this purpose has been agreed with 
the Rector and the Churchwardens. 
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BUCKLAND ST MARY TODDLER GROUP 

Toys and equipment suitable 
for newborns and upward 

Ride-on toys and slide 
Tabletop activities 

Refreshments 

Thursday mornings 10.00-12..00 at 
Otterford Parish Hall (Bishopswood) 

For more details please ring Melanie Tuffill  
01460 234325 or just pop in! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Quality Bespoke Joinery 

 
From bookcase to staircase 

 
For Free Estimates Contact 

 
Richard Bradbeer 
07969229909 

Unit 36a Fox Moor Nurseries Haywards Lane 
Wellington Somerset TA21 9PH 
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Stephen D Sparks         Steven P Dodge 
Specialising in Extensions and 
Renovations 
Carpentry and Joinery 
Alterations and Conversions 
Roofing and Loft Conversions 
Replacement Windows and 
Conservatories 

     Free Estimates  
      All work guaranteed   

30yrs experience 
Middle Willand Farm 
Churchstanton 
TAUNTON 
Somerset TA3 7RL 
Tel: 01823 601219 
Mobile: 07778 743698/ 
              07786217911 

 

GRAHAM’S  

GARDENING SERVICES 
 hedge cutting - mowing - strimming 

and general garden maintenance 
sheds and fences painted 

competitive rates 
call:  

01460 57531 evenings (after 8pm) 
or 

07941 196989/07904 178325 anytime. 
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Applications For Planning 

Scale Drawings 
 

Personal and Professional                 
Service 

 

Call Katy on: 01823 601359 

 
 

e-mail:  
kjpartridge@btinternet.com 

 

Experienced 
Painter & Decorator 

Coving, tiling and  
handyman jobs around 

the home. 
 

John Martin 
07999 919698  

DRY LOGS FOR 
SALE 

 

For details please telephone 
 

Nigel Hodges 
 

Mob.: 07912213535 or 
01823 601408 

Pear Tree Cottage Open Garden for 
the Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance 

The week before saw indifferent weather in the lead up to Sunday 
15 June and true to form the heavens opened twice during the after-
noon both at the most inconvenient moments, 20 minutes after we 
opened, for half an hour and then again at 3.45 for the best part of 
an hour. It wasn’t even gentle summer rain but stair rod proportions 
on both occasions. To add to the problems of the weekend the petrol 
tankers strike must have had an effect. In the uncertain situation 
who can blame anyone for preserving their petrol to get to work 
during the following week! 
Notwithstanding the difficulties we did attract 60+ visitors during 
the afternoon and raised the sum of approx. £515 which has since 
been added to by several late donations, most notably by the 
Speaker for the Smeatharpe WI July meeting, which will take the 
figure to nearer £550. Special thanks must also go to local support 
which was tremendous and very gratifying. 

Colvin & Pam Parry 
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BISHOPSWOOD LADIES  
 
After welcoming members, Cindy Beaumont read 
out a letter from Betty Page and family, thanking 
BL for catering for Bob’s funeral. Members were 
then invited to choose a charity to support for the 

year. From a list of four local charities, SURE, which is setting up a 
radiotherapy unit for cancer treatment at Musgrove Park Hospital, 
was chosen almost unanimously. 
The various groups continue to be active. Thirteen ramblers had a 
hilly walk on the Dorset coast, led by Louise Knight, enjoying a pic-
nic lunch on top of Golden Cap. The weather was perfect. Scrabble is 
continuing through the summer on Monday afternoons. The Bells are 
practising for a visit to Milverton. 
Ross Henley, our county councillor, then told us something of his 
work. At present he is working with local supermarkets to give shop-
pers incentives to reduce the use of plastic bags, on a plan to give 
free energy efficient lightbulbs to those in need, and also on imple-
menting the government’s plan for free swimming for the over 60’s.  
As a county  councillor he has £5000 per year to spend on small lo-
cal groups, and from this fund he brought a very welcome cheque 
for £150 for the Bishopswood Players drama group.  There followed 
a lively question session where members brought up a number of 
their concerns particularly with regard to recycling and traffic.  
Councillor Henley assured everyone that various recycling ideas 
were being trialled, and that he would look into any problems with 
regard to through traffic. 
The meeting concluded with refreshments provided by Claudine Ty-
son, Rosemary Ward-Smith and Lynn Wright. 
Unfortunately, the river trip from Exmouth took place on one of the 
wettest and windiest evenings of the summer. Once into the more 
sheltered river waters it became calmer, and members, together 
with their friends and families, were able to enjoy their picnics, albe-
it indoors. Luckily the weather improved as the evening went on and 
people were able to go on deck to see the passing sights, which in-
cluded a near collision with a lifeboat out on practice! 
First prize in the raffle, held in the coach on the way home, was won 
by Keith Taylor. 
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Female Helper 
Painting/Decorating/Spring Cleans 

From a single room to a whole house 
Let my helping hands help you. 

Call Maggie North on 01460 234 309 
(Answer phone or after 6pm) 

Blackdown Support Group 
I would like to try to clear up a little confusion that appears to have 
arisen surrounding Scarecrow 18 which was situated – during yet 
another hugely successful Scarecrow Safari – outside number 2 Fair-
field Green, Churchinford. According to the message resting on his/
her chest/bosom, he/she was in some distress and it was suggested 
that the “B.S.G.” should be sent for. The combination of the letters 
B and S and G seemed to create the aforementioned confusion. 
“What do they mean?” we heard people ask and when we did over-
hear the question, we tried to get out and provide the answer. Un-
fortunately, we weren’t always there to provide the answer…… so I 
will remedy that problem now. 
“B.S.G.” are the initials of the Blackdown Support Group, a body 
formed on 2nd April (a carefully chosen date!) 1991 to provide help, 
of (almost) any sort, to the people who live in the Blackdown Hills. 
The Group operates in the area covered by the Blackdown Practice – 
approximately two hundred square miles – but you don’t have to be 
a patient of that Practice to get help from the B.S.G. I feel that I can 
resort to using the initials now that everybody knows what they 
mean! 
Potential clients are referred to the Group by a member of the Pri-
mary Health Care Team, viz doctor, nurse, health visitor, Social Ser-
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vices representative or a member of the local clergy etc., etc., and 
the Group will endeavour to provide the appropriate help.  
Leaflets are available at most good Surgeries and they will inform 
you that the Group will provide transport (with escort if necessary) 
to hospital, doctors’, dentists’, opticians’ and business appointments 
and to local social events so that clients can keep in touch with 
friends. The Group will also provide someone to cut your toenails; to 
help with shopping; to provide respite for carers; to have a chat and 
to help with form filling. This latter facility is rather grandly called 
“advocacy” but, so long as the form gets filled in properly, who 
cares what it is called? The short-term loan of wheelchairs can also 
be arranged and the Group has a specially converted vehicle capable 
of carrying a wheelchair-bound passenger and one other plus a driv-
er. And, last but by no means least, there are four Lunch Clubs and 
one Tea Club in and around the “patch”. 
Where transport is provided, wheelchairs loaned, food purveyed and 
toenails cut, a charge is made – all the rest is freely provided by our 
generous, unstinting Volunteers. During 2007/8, these Volunteers 
(approximately one hundred of them) completed 2,595 separate 
jobs, gave 4,681 hours and drove 44,192 miles.  
So that is what “B.S.G.” stands for – why didn’t we put it in Scare-
crow 18’s little message? Because it wouldn’t have scanned proper-
ly, would it? 

Brian Simpson 
Chairman, Blackdown Support Group 

PS     Please address any further enquiries to the Co-ordinator – 
Barbara Starkiss, c/o The Surgery, Station Road, Hemyock, EX15 
3SF or on 01823-681036 (after 11.00am).  

Vacancies for Volunteers and/or Friends always available!!  

Calling all volunteers 
If you are involved with a charity or other volunteer run organisa-
tion, please consider putting together an article about what you do 
and what you need. Send it in, we’ll publish it and hopefully some 
of our 500 readers will lend their support.  
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Churchstanton Church 
Fun and Fundraising 

Due to the ever-annoying phenomenon of dead-
lines, I had to write last month's piece before the 
Scarecrow Festival had actually taken place. If I’m 

honest, I was saying a few prayers when I wrote it – surely entrants 
couldn’t surpass the efforts of last year. We’d be bound to have few-
er entries and slightly less enthusiasm wouldn't we? 
One of these days I’ll stop worrying – the scarecrows were fab, the 
weather was excellent and the cake ladies made the most scrummy 
offerings I’ve tasted in a long time. 
The overall winners were the Westlake 
family with their very lifelike portrayal 
of Ernie. Many a car was spotted slow-
ing to wave at Ern only to realise their 
mistake and drive off sheepishly! 
The children’s prize was won by the 
Archer boys with their cub camping 
scene, Dyb Dyb. 
The whole weekend was a glorious suc-
cess and we do thank all of you who 

entered, 
displayed posters, supplied straw, 
made cakes or in any other way con-
tributed to the spectacle. 
Our attentions are now turned to our 
next event, scheduled for the weekend 
of the 9th and 10th August. On the Sat-
urday night there will be a concert by 
local group, the Diamond Dogz, held in 
the grounds of Burnworthy Manor fol-
lowed on the Sunday by a Fun Day in-

cluding car rally, tug of war, tombola and cream teas. Again we are 
extremely grateful to the Phillips family for opening their house and 
grounds for our use. We know that a lot of people disappear over 
the Summer but if you are around, take a trip up to Burnworthy – 
the setting is superb and the welcome second to none... 
Wishing you all a happy and  sunny August 

Claire Bleloch 
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COMMON BIRD  
OBSERVATIONS 

2008 has so far proved to be a much better breed-
ing season than the previous year. In 2007 May 
and June were cold and wet and many broods of 
blue tits and great tits became chilled and were de-

serted. 
This year there are good numbers of juveniles of most species in-
cluding song thrushes. Days like Wednesday, July 9th, which was a 
total wash out, are bad news for newly fledged birds. 
We can only hope that summer does come to the Blackdowns, and 
that the endless procession of deep depressions aimed at the South 
West track much further north. This will give young swallows, house 
martins and flycatchers a chance to catch flying insects, which have 
been in short supply in the present very wet spell. 

Richard Ward-Smith 

OTTERFORD  
PARISH COUNCIL 

The July meeting of Otterford PC was held on Tues-
day 8th July 2008 in the Parish Hall, Bishopswood as 

usual. Once again there were several parishioners present in addi-
tion to three Councillors, TDBC Councillor John Thorne, James Ma-
ben (Neroche Herepaths Project) and the Clerk. 
The first matter raised during Community Time concerned the appli-
cation to build a holiday chalet near to Littlefields in Bishopswood. 
Parishioners spoke for and against the proposal and the Council 
(which had made its decision on the Application at the last Council 
meeting) agreed to discuss the matter further. When the meeting 
reached the point at which the application was scheduled to be dis-
cussed, the Council agreed that nothing which had been said made 
any material difference to its original decision not to support the ap-
plication. 
The second subject raised in Community Time was an update by 
James Maben on the Neroche Herepath Project in the Blackdown 
Hills.  Apparently ‘herepath’ is an ancient Saxon name for paths be-
tween settlements. He told the meeting that the first trail of this 
new scheme which is based near Staple Fitzpaine, was opened in 
April and is proving to be very popular with walkers, riders and cy-
clists alike. It is based very largely on existing bridleways but a 
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great number of improvements have been made to ease access for 
both local people and visitors to the area. A ‘link’ path is planned 
between this first Herepath and the second Herepath which is to be 
centred on Culm Davy. The link path will be mainly a footpath and 
signage is being improved and extended. Anyone wishing to find out 
more about the scheme should visit www.nerochescheme.org for 
more information. The Chairman thanked James for coming to talk 
to the meeting. 
During ‘matters arising’ a contract for the lease of the Village Green 
at Culmhead was signed and witnessed; it was agreed that Messrs. 
Greenslade, Taylor, Hunt be asked to produce an interim schedule of 
dilapidations for the Holman Clavel, prior to the forthcoming Rent 
Review; Irene Campbell agreed to allow the parish to continue to 
use the permissive path across her land to reach the OLP Field (for 
which much thanks – it is so much safer than having the children 
walk up the side of the main road); the Highways department at 
SCC has said that it will endeavour to improve the signage at 
Culmhead Cross for the duration of the Buddhafield Event, but that 
there is little money available for such work to be made permanent. 
The Council expressed its pleasure and thanks to Heathfield Garden 
Contractors for the grass-cutting and care which that company is 
carrying out at both the OLP Field and in Otterford Parish Church-
yard. Councillors were in total agreement that the two sites are 
looking lovely. 
The Maintenance Grants which TDBC make towards the upkeep of 
playing fields, burial grounds and footpaths are due to be decided in 
the very near future – apparently, the amounts available are the 
same as last year (and the year before) and the Council has sent in 
its applications. It has to be said however, that the Council spends 
approximately nine times as much each year on these areas as 
TDBC grants cover. 
The Council was saddened to hear that many of the beech trees 
along the Culmhead ridge route are becoming unsafe because of 
their extreme age. Apparently 21 of them are to be removed, which 
sounds quite horrendous – but just to keep a sense of proportion 
about this, it needs to be said that there are in fact some 325 trees 
along that route. 
Much of the rest of the correspondence and business was of the 
‘noted’ variety and the Chairman, having thanked everyone for their 
attendance, declared the meeting closed at 21.35.  
Because we are now in the season of sunshine and summer holi-
days, there will be no meeting of the Council during August – to al-
low Councillors and Clerk alike a little R & R- thus the next sched-
uled meeting will be held on Tuesday September 9th 2008, in the 
Parish Hall, Bishopswood.  Have a lovely summer! 
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A.C. POTTER 
 

GENERAL 
BUILDING 

 

HOUSEHOLD 
MAINTENANCE 

 
Telephone: 01823 601405 

 
Mobile: 07970 840173 

 

GRAHAM ROBOTHAM 
 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

FLOOR & WALL TILING 
BLOCK & STONE WALLING 

PATIOS, PONDS & WATER FEATURES 
GARDENING & MAINTENANCE 
HOUSEHOLD MAINTENANCE 

 

FOR A FRIENDLY, RELIABLE SERVICE, CALL GRAHAM ON 
HOME:- 01823 602729 

MOBILE:- 07881 578937 

 

Mark Farmer 
for 

LOCAL PURPOSE-MADE 
HIGH QUALITY 

JOINERY 
 

…..Windows, doors 
 fitted wardrobes etc. 

 

Ullcombe Joinery 
Telephone: 01404 861421 

After 6.00p.m. 
 

when you can’t buy it  
“off the shelf” 

 

Listed properties a speciality 
 

ULLCOMBE JOINERY 

CHURCHINFORD STORES 
& POST OFFICE 

 

Martin & Fay Newman – Tel/Fax: 01823 601220 
 

Newspapers   Magazines    bread & cakes   Confectionary   Greetings Cards 
Off Licence Provisions   Black & White & Colour Photocopy &  Fax  

Receive/Transmit Services 
 

‘SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOP’ 
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Barbara Simpson 
Clerk 

Hello everyone 
Summer is here and at this time of year we tradition-
ally experience an increase in reported thefts from 
gardens and driveways. 
Minimise the likelihood of you becoming a victim by 
taking some simple precautions, use good quality 
locks to secure your shed and garage, chain cycles 

and other valuable equipment together using high security chain or 
cables and using a good quality padlock. Run the chain through eye 
bolts secured to the strongest part of the structure of your shed or 
garage. 
Theft of trailers and caravans is seasonal so if you are an owner I 
would urge you to now take some basic precautions such as fitting a 
ball hitch lock or wheel clamp. 
With the rising cost of fuel we are beginning to see an increase in 
theft of fuel from domestic heating oil tanks and from cars and lor-
ries. Consider fitting a lock to your oil tank and don’t underestimate 
the lengths some thieves will go to in order to steal fuel from your 
motor vehicles. We are currently investigating offences where of-
fenders have drilled into fuel tanks to steal petrol. My advice to you 
is to park your car in a garage where possible or in a well lit area. 
If you see anything suspicious in your neighbourhood the usual 
numbers to contact us are the Force Service Centre on 0845 456 
7000 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. If you wish to contact me 
you can reach me on Voicemail 01823 363287 and 70106 at the 
prompt.  

Regards until next month. 

PCSO 9240 Donna Langdon 
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The Bike Ride & Walk 2008 
www.fscandc.org.uk 

The Historic Churches Trust Sponsored Bike Ride 
and Walk, organized by Friends of Somerset 
Churches and Chapels, will take place again this 
year on the second Saturday of September.   

Half of the money raised is returned to the church or chapel nomi-
nated by the individual cyclist or walker. The other half goes to the 
FSCC and is awarded in grants to churches applying for help with 
repairs.  
Those who are unable to ride a bike or walk any distance can be 
sponsored to receive visitors in your own church or chapel for any 
period you choose.  
In 2007, over 400 Somerset churches and chapels took part on one 
level or another. 89 churches produced over 400 riders, walkers and 
‘church sitters’ who found sponsors and raised £22,408 for Somer-
set. 
Why not make it a family day out on your bikes? 
Further information, sponsor forms and other information is availa-
ble from: 

Vicki Bell  Tel. 01460-234463 Local Co-ordinator 
David Dobinson - Church Representative for Churchstanton 

 or John Gale – Church Representative for Otterford 

BLACKDOWN HILLS GARDENING CLUB 
There are two very interesting events to report from the BHGC this 
month! The first took place on 21st May and was an evening visit to 
Otter Nurseries for a demonstration on how to plant up tubs and 
hanging baskets by co-owner Marilyn White who passed on many 
useful tips on the subject. Her talk was followed by a delicious tea in 
the restaurant (See! All you non-members, what you are missing!!!) 
and then a browse around the shop and plant section. The outing 
was much appreciated by all and thanks must go to Vera Manning 
and Margaret Crabb whose organization skills ensured a very enjoy-
able excursion. 
The second event was our Gardener’s Question Time which took 
place in Churchinford Village Hall on 18th June. The Chairman Mr. 
Graham Salmon got business swiftly under way with apologies from 
his wife Ann and then outlined details of the outings to Hestercombe 
Gardens on Wednesday 16th July, meeting on site at 11 a.m., 
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Cothay Manor on Tuesday 12th August (details of this trip can be 
confirmed with Pat Pearson on 01823 288273) and on Wednesday 
20th August a visit to the Ladyfarm Garden at Chelwood near Bristol 
with lunch in a nearby pub and another garden visit in the after-
noon.  Details of this visit can be obtained from Ann Salmon on 
01823 601182. All the aforesaid trips are going to be announced to 
other organisations such as the W.I. so that as many people as pos-
sible may join the visits. Graham also reminded the meeting about 
the Upottery Garden Safari on 22nd June and the writer would like to 
remind readers that Graham and Ann’s garden at Springdale in 
Smeatharpe is open under the NGS gardens open for charity on 5th 
6th and 7th July - do go along to this beautiful garden and then in-
dulge in a scrumptious cream tea afterwards! Graham informed the 
meeting that he had taken out on the Club’s behalf public liability 
insurance mainly as protection against claims from any accident on 
the various outings undertaken by the Club, the total cost amounted 
to £7 per year and this announcement was met with approval by all 
the members. Graham also commented that the new edition of the 
RHS Plantfinder was about to be published, his old copy was there-
fore available to be borrowed by any member wishing to do so. 
A lively ‘Question Time’ then ensued, the panel members being 
Kathy Gollen, Linda Willing and Graham Salmon. Between them they 
succinctly and expertly answered an array of questions from the 
floor ranging from when was the best time to stake border perenni-
als and what ‘green’ materials could be used - care of orchids - how 
to suppress greenfly and whitefly in the greenhouse, to how to keep 
blackfly off nasturtiums and broad beans and what could be planted 
in the garden in September to prolong a show of colour into the Au-
tumn. A warm ovation was given to the panel at the end of the ses-
sion. 
Teas were served by Wendy Martin and Priscilla Saunders. 
As mentioned above the next two months are taken up with outings 
if you fancy any of them please feel free to come and join us. The 
September meeting is on 17th September and the subject will be 
‘Autumn and Winter Colour in the Garden’ by Ian and Teresa Moss. 
There will also be plants for sale. The venue as usual is Churchinford 
Village Hall. Look forward to seeing you there! 

Gill Dennis 
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CHURCHINFORD PRE-SCHOOL AND 
DAYCARE 

We are proud to offer: 
 

 
 

Caring and experienced staff 
Bright and inviting premises 
Happy, lively environment 

Large secure outside play area 
Flexible sessions 

We are open 9-3 daily during term time for 2 year olds and above 
For our prospectus, please telephone: 

Kate Burns on 07815 440757 or visit us at the rear of Churchinford 
Village Hall. 

www.churchinfordchildcare.co.uk 

DAVID GARROD 
 

QUALITY CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
 

Cupboards, Kitchen cabinets, 
Wardrobes, Shelving, Doors etc. 

 

Tel/Fax 01404 890135 
Dunkeswell, Honiton, EX14 4QH 
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Exclusive,  
contemporary range       

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 
 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 

Exclusive,  
contemporary range       

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 

 
 

HEATHFIELD 
GARDEN 

CONTRACTORS 
 

General & Heavy Garden 
Work 

Garden Clearance & all 
Groundworks 

Garden Landscaping, 
Rockeries, Pools, Lawns,  
Patios, Drives & Pathways 

 

Post & Rail & Stock Fencing 
 

Mini Digger Hire 
 

JR HAWKER 
Tel.: 01823 680713 (Home) 

07989 549021 (Mobile) 

Free Quotations 

HEMYOCK VETERINARY SURGERY 
 

29A STATION ROAD, HEMYOCK (Just below the Spar) 
 

A mixed practice, providing friendly advice and service to all sectors 
of the community, from hammy hamsters to prize dairy herds. 

 
We are here to help. 

 
SURGERY TIMES 

 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 4.00 PM - 6.00 PM 

TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY 10.00 AM - 10.30 AM 
AND 4.00- 6.00 PM 

 
For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, 

please call (01404) 42750 or (01823) 681067 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
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Bill Butt retires as  
Buckland St Mary 

Postmaster 
It was the end of an era when on 
Saturday 28th June Mr William Butt 
and his Mother, Marjorie, closed the 
door of the Post Office and Village 
Store for the last time. Bill Butt, who 
is 70, and his 97 year old Mother 

have worked in the shop every day since they arrived with Bill’s Fa-
ther in 1981 and have been an invaluable part of Buckland, always 
ready to assist, whatever the request, with a ready smile.    
In the 27 years Bill has built up the business to a veritable empori-
um. The Post Office was able to issue motor tax discs, pensions, TV 
licences, and offer banking as well as the normal postal ser-
vices. That is until legislation began to bite and withdrew several 
facilities thus reducing the viability. The Store was another mat-
ter. What ever you wanted, it was probably there or Bill would be 
able to get it.  Daily papers, greetings cards, fresh vegetables, milk, 
eggs, butter, bacon, ham, eggs, cheeses, bread and cakes, sweets 
for the children, high quality chocolate, local produce, bird seed  and 
an off-licence which included a range of high quality wines accompa-
nied by the expertise of Bill whose knowledge was free for the ask-
ing. 
The Shop’s other great function was a meeting place for all. A place 
where villagers could exchange chit chat, put the world to rights, 
spread local news and of course gossip! It was a place where time 
slowed down and friendships were made and flourished. Despite the 
loss to the village, everyone agrees that Bill and his Mum have 
earned their retirement, having served, in every sense of the word, 
Buckland’s residents for the past 27 years. 
On Tuesday, 24th June, at the school each class had made gifts for 
them, performed to them in song and prose, presented Mrs Butt 
with a bouquet and music vouchers to Bill. Bill then cut the ribbon 
and officially opened the new playroom at the school. Afterwards a 
tea party was held at the Village Hall to say ‘Thank you’ to both of 
them for their dedication. To mark the occasion a specially decorat-
ed cake was made, another bouquet presented to Mrs Butt, garden-
ing vouchers from the Yarty Gardening Club given to Bill and a 
cheque and cash amounting to £600 given to them both as a token 
of gratitude from friends, customers and villagers.  
We wish them all the very best for their happiness in a well earned 
retirement.   
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Jean & Chris Watkis 

‘Butterflies for Beginners’  
Sunday 10th August 2008  

Come and see the marvellous butterflies and day-
flying moths of the Blackdown Forest. Learn to rec-

ognise common and rare species, and to understand their habitats 
on this guided walk through Butterfly Conservation’s reserve at 
Mount Fancy Farm. 
Parking at Forestry Commission’s new Staple Hill Car Park (OS Map 
reference ST 246 159) the walk will begin at 11.00 am – finishing at 
about 2.30 pm. Bring a picnic and enjoy a summer’s day in wonder-
ful flowery meadows and forest. Suitable for families – all children 
must be accompanied. There are some steep stony paths and mud-
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dy conditions in places so please bring suitable footwear, and cloth-
ing for the outdoors. Sorry but no dogs please. 

This is a free event – but booking helps us with arrangements;  
- for further details please contact  

John Davis or Diane Garland at the BC office on 01929 
400209 or info@butterfly-conservation.org 

or Mike Ridge on 01278 450793. 

View from the Chair 
Churchinford Preschool and Day 

Care 
Sorry I missed you all last month, but an awesome 
opportunity presented itself by way of a part in a 

show at the Brewhouse and as I never expected anything like that 
to ever happen again….I took it! Thank you to everyone who helped 
with my children; I really couldn’t have done it without you. 
Time to catch up then… Bag2school was a great success again, £117 
raised, our Open Day was really lovely with Sarah’s music, the Cy-
cling Proficiency Choir, a grand feast provided by all the parents and 
we got to meet several new families too. Our potatoes and straw-
berries are romping away and our whole new side of windows turned 
up! 
Next I would like to fundraise for a ramped path up to the front door 
and some rubber ‘bark’ instead of the gravel path and some rubber 
mats to run down the north side of the building where the path al-
ways gets slippery. Before I start on that, I’d just like to make sure 
that everyone who has helped us over the last year hears ‘A BIG 
THANK YOU’ …there is a really happy buzz about the place and I 
firmly believe that’s because we all care about it so much. 
As well as the funds I’m on the scrounge for any empty printer car-
tridges you may have. We can recycle them locally and get credits 
on our Account that may pay for all the ink we get through if we are 
lucky. Also we have another Bag2school in the Autumn Term, so 
save up all those old clothes, curtains, towels, bed linen, shoes, 
bags and belts please. 
Right then, I promised them a new computer desk ages ago… best 
get on with it! 

Selena Mitford. 
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SEWING MACHINE SERVICING                                   TELEPHONE  - 01823 601465 
DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL                                                           or  01823 601347 
 

IAN HOOPER 
SOUTH WEST REGIONAL SERVICE CENTRE 

 
COME TO THE REAL EXPERTS 

 
ALL MAKES REPAIRED                                                        FULL GUARANTEES 
FREE ESTIMATES                                                                          PROMPT SERVICE 

 

JOHN BOYS 

 

ELECTRICAL 
& 

PLUMBING 
SERVICES 

 

ALL TYPES OF 
INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN 

 

“The Retreat” 
Brimley Hill 

Churchstanton TA3 7QH 
 

Home  – 01823 601146 
   Mobile – 07899 908914 

“Simply Massage” 
with  

Trudi Farmer I.T.E.C. 
Aromatherapist 

 
Stiff neck? 
Aching shoulders? 
Headaches? 
Back pain? 
Anxiety and stress? 

 

Massage relieves tired,    
aching muscles,  releases 

tension and gives a profound 
sense of well-being. 

 

TEL: 01404 861421 
for an appointment   
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      RUTH & NICK STRANGE 

Telephone: 01823 601565 
Email: beechhayes@aol.com 

HOME OF THE BLACKDOWN BANGER. 
GLOUCESTER OLD SPOT PORK. 

NATIVE BREED GRASS FED BEEF. 
HOME BRED, GRASS FED LAMB & MUTTON. 

FREE RANGE HEN, DUCK & GOOSE EGGS. 
CHRISTMAS POULTRY IN SEASON. 

See us in Churchinford Village Market on the first Saturday 
in every month & Churchinford ‘Square’ on all other 

Saturday mornings. 
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JOB VACANCY 
Churchinford Preschool and Day care 

We need a Preschool Assistant for two days (9.00 til 
3.00) starting in September.  

Could it be you?  
Maybe you are a parent finding a way back to work or wanting to 
test out a career change. Perhaps you are retired and could enrich 
our day with tales of how things used to be (and may well be 
again!!) or have skills to pass on that a generation forgot. Maybe 
you are a student between courses with fresh ideas and gallons of 
energy. Maybe you are Churchinford born and bred and can help us 
to learn to cherish the place we live in, or maybe you are from 
somewhere else and can open our eyes to the wider world. All of us 
who work here are passionate about our setting, but what makes 
our futures exciting is what each new person, whether child or adult, 
brings to the Group. We can be pretty flexible about which hours or 
days would suit you best to work. It would be best if you have an 
NVQ2 or above but in the end it’s you we are most interested in.  
Phone or call in for more details…Kate or Lesley 07815 440757 or 
Selena 0777 9020864. 

RAINFALL REPORT June 2008 
Buckland St Mary reporting Station 

Well, after May’s heavy rain in the last week of that 
month, things could only improve. June’s total rainfall 
was near the average of past years (2000/2006 =  53.7 
mm or 2.12 ins.) – 2007 would appear to have been 
unusual, as you will see from the figures below.  

Total rainfall for June was 41.9 mm (1.65 ins.) The wettest day was 
the 21st with 11.4 mm (0.45 ins.; 27.21% of the total), followed by 
the 20th with 6.0 mm (0.24 ins.; 14.32%) and the 15th with 5.6 
mm (0.22 ins.; 13.36%).  

2000: 20.0 mm (0.79 ins.) 
2001: 42.2 mm (1.66 ins.) 
2002: 38.0 mm (1.5 ins.) 
2003: 58.5 mm (2.3 ins.) 
2004: 72.8 mm (2.87 ins.) 
2005: 96.2 mm (3.79 ins.) 
2006: 48.2 mm (1.9 ins.) 
2007: 137.7 mm (5.42 ins.) 
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Lower Colley Farm, Livery 
Yard 

Friendly, family run yard with owners living on site. 
Outdoor school, all year turnout, secure, well lit yard. 

Part or Full liveries, Schooling or Breaking. 
Does your horse need a holiday? 

 

Contact Carey for details. 
Mobile 07977 545470   Home 01460 234026 

E-mail careycollett@btinternet.com 
Lower Colley Farm, Buckland St Mary, Chard, 

TA20 3QD 



32 

 

PENNY PRICE FURNITURE 
 

DESIGNER & MAKER OF HIGH QUALITY FURNITURE 
Individually Designed to Your Specifications 

CONTEMPORARY AND TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
 

Phone 07881 785517 for a chat about your requirements 
or visit our website www.pennypricefurniture.com 

Unit 1c  Chelston Enterprise Centre  Castle Road  Wellington  Somerset TA21 9JQ 

Buckland St Mary  
Neighbourhood Watch 

We are pleased to announce that we have not had 
any crimes in our immediate area reported to us in 
the last month. However, the police have put out a 
warning, especially to farmers though this will 
equally apply to equestrian holdings, in the South 

Somerset area as there have been a number of thefts of metal from 
scrap to field gates, the latter leaving animals at risk when they 
stray onto the road. Two simple methods to delay and hopefully de-
ter this type of theft is by using a heavy duty lock and chain around 
the gate and post and reversing the top gate hanger. 
Farmers and householders also need to be aware that the taking of 
red diesel and domestic heating oil is on the increase. It is important 
that tank levels are checked on a regular basis and the tanks in-
spected for damage. Please also report to the police any suspicious 
activity regarding sightings of vehicles carrying containers or towing 
bowsers. If you require specific security advice please telephone 
0845 456 7000 and ask to be put in touch with either your local 
Beat team or the District Crime Reduction Officer who is based at 
Wells. If you think your tank is vulnerable, consider moving it to a 
more secure place. 
Lastly, the e-mail cascade is working well, so if you have an e-mail 
address and wish to receive all relevant notices let us know by send-
ing an e-mail to neighbourhoodwatch@buckland-st-mary.co.uk. 
We are sorry that the telephone cascade had to be abandoned but 
for those of you who do not have computers, we will put details that 
we receive onto the new notice board which is on the wall of the 
‘Post Office’. 

Jean & Chris   
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Good home produce that  
won’t cost you the earth 

 
Come in, pay us a visit at our new Farm 

Deli at Kedget Barton Farm 
Churchstanton.  

 
From our serve over the counter you can find 

local and European cheeses and meats 
home made products including quiches, pasties 

sausage rolls, scotch eggs, steak pies, chicken pies 
curries, lasagne, chilli, cottage pie 

Salad counter, olives 
Puddings and cakes 

Fresh bread baked daily 
Homebred beef and local free range chickens and eggs 
Orders taken with free delivery within 10 mike radius  

 

See me at Churchinford Village Market every first Saturday in the 
month, Trull Market 3rd Saturday in the month  

or call me with your requirements. 
Also catering for special occasions. 

 
Telephone 01823 601099 or 07989 802042 

www.jacquirees.co.uk 

Farm Deli 
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Phillip Wright 

01460 55703 
incl. evenings & weekends 

computers 

MONKEYPUZZLE 

Professionally qualified 
Computer repair &        

upgrade 
Virus removal &           

prevention 
Home tutoring 

Small business support 
Jargon-free explanations 

Extremely competitive rates - 
please call  

BUCKLAND ST MARY PARISH 
COUNCIL REPORT 

First I will start by introducing myself; I am the 
new Clerk to Buckland St Mary Parish Council and I 

started my new role on the 23rd June. The role of the Clerk also 
known as the proper officer of the Council if anyone is unsure, can 
be quite complex, however the overall responsibility is to carry out 
the policy decisions of the Council, and to advise the Council on 
matters of law and procedure. Parish and Town Councils have an 
obligation under the Local Government 1972 section 112(1) to ap-
point such officer to carry out the proper discharge of its functions. 
The Parish Council recently had a meeting (3rd July) with rather a 
busy agenda, with Mr Peter Friend from Hastoe Housing who made a 
presentation and took a number of questions from the public gallery. 
I also had the pleasure of informing the Councillors that the Audit of 
the Parish Councils Accounts had been completed and came back 
with a certificate of satisfaction. 
Another item of interest on the agenda was regarding the parking 
outside Buckland St Mary Primary School, the Parish Council has 
wrote to the Chair of Governors and the Highway authority and will 
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be liaising with the PCSO. It has to be noted that safety is always a 
priority in anyone’s life, and dangerous parking around the Primary 
School gives great course for concern. Lives could be put at risk, 
and the Parish Council in conjunction with the Police and Highways 
authority will hopefully solve this problem before the new school 
term in September. 
I would like to remind the people of Buckland St Mary that on the 
14th September there will be a public meeting, to discuss the recent 
closure of the village shop and Post Office, and the feasibility of op-
erating a community shop. There will be notices displayed on the 
Parish notice in due course. Please if you need more information do 
contact me on 01460 245 266. 

David Mears 
Clerk to the Parish Council 

25 Years Ago—Down Memory Lane. 
Saturday, August 6th. THE FLOWER SHOW.   The Royal 
British Legion, Buckland and Bishopswood (Otterford) 

Branch, at BUCKLAND SCHOOL. Open to the Public from 2.30 p.m., 
Please note: - It has not been possible to hold the usual Skittle 
Week this year, so we appeal to all who would have been involved 
with this to make a special effort to provide some kind of side 
show / competition / display, etc. during the afternoon. 
A word to new residents! This is a friendly annual event, in which 
everyone is invited to ‘have a go for fun’. Schedules available from 
Buckland and Bishopswood Post Offices, and Newtown Stores. May I 
draw your attention to SECTION C, and ask for lots of entries - 
WINE (a new judge this year!) HANDICRAFT, KNITTING, EMBROI-
DERY, PAINTINGS, BREAD, CAKES - don’t forget the ‘6 fancy cakes/
pastries’. 
We need entries from CHILDREN UNDER 12. There are two new 
classes thus year - a collage of a pony or tractor, and a decorated 
hard boiled egg. 
Get a schedule NOW, fill out the entry form, and bring your efforts 
to the School as early as possible before 11.0. a.m. on August 6th!  
' AND - do be generous with the edibles, and donate them to the 
AUCTION at 5.15 p.m. 
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Sandringham Conservatories 
With 

Quality Installations 

We are a local family specializing in the design and installation 
of : 
  Custom designed Conservatories (Hardwood/UPVC)  
  Made to measure blinds. 
  Replacement windows- fascias- gutters etc. 
  Eco log Cabins 
  Small Farm Buildings/ Stables etc. 
 

Phone: 
Philip Partridge:       07860 538688 
Jonathan Partridge: 07980 655312 

THE YARTY GARDENING CLUB 
A picturesque coach trip was an added bonus for mem-
bers of the Yarty Gardening Club when they visited the 
Royal Horticultural Society Gardens at Rosemoor in 
Devon. Isn’t it amazing how much you can see from 
the windows of a coach! Not just wonderful scenery but 
other people’s gardens, too. 

The club, based at Bishopswood and Buckland St Mary, also played 
host to members of the Ding Gardening Club from Horton. 
This was a second visit for the Yarty Gardening Club and those 
members who had been before some years ago were interested to 
see the changes that the RHS has made. One of the most recent is 
the ‘square garden’ topped by a new terrace, which had only been 
opened a few days before. This terrace with its clean cut modern 
lines and pale grey paving stones did not meet with universal ap-
proval, but the recently done ‘hot’ planting in the adjacent garden 
should ensure a riot of colour in years to come. 
There was new planting in the arboretum, too, with young trees 
growing alongside the old, ready to take over as age takes it toll. 
The RHS had a Beatrix Potter exhibition running, and had recreated 
Mr McGregor’s vegetable garden – a haven for all the Peter Rabbits 
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of Devon with its rows of cabbages and lettuces! 
The vegetable garden’s large fruit cage showed a different way to 
grow gooseberries and currants, which were pruned and staked as 
cordons – much easier to pick, especially the gooseberries with their 
prickly stems. 
The roses were at their spectacular best, with great swags of ram-
blers festooned along thick rope supports, and ‘old’ roses filled the 
air with their wonderful fragrance. A liriodendron (tulip tree) had 
just come into flower. 
Gunneras arched their great leaves down to the lake, reflected in 
the still water, and the piping calls of young moorhens could be 
heard from their shelter. Candelabra primulas were still flowering 
along its damp edge. 
Meadow grass was starred with ox-eye daisies, and the husks of yel-
low rattle could be seen on the grasses. There were orchids, too, 
and the purple heads of knapweed. 
No journey to any garden would be complete without a visit to the 
sales area and, true to form, many club members arrived back at 
the coach with arms full of treasured new acquisitions.  
There will be no club meeting in August, but there is an evening visit 
to Kia Ora Gardens, Knowle Lane, Cullompton, EX15 1PZ on 7 Au-
gust. The visit starts at 6.30 p.m. 
and the cost is £8 which includes 
a cream tea. Proceeds are for the 
National Gardens’ Scheme.  Maps 
will be available at the July meet-
ing.    
Very importantly, the Buckland St 
Mary Flower Show is on 17 Au-
gust. Make sure you have all got 
your entries in for this very suc-
cessful village flower show. 

Churchill & Co 
Chartered Accountants 

Not all  
accountants  
are the same! 
 

Let us lift the burden of financial  
administration with prompt,  
proactive services and expert advice.  
 

- Chartered Accountants  
- Business Advisors 
 
Taunton office 01823 321177  
Honiton office 01404 43360  
Email mail@churchill-co.net 
Web www.churchill-co.net 
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
I think it’s time for a savoury recipe and I’ve been 
looking through my scrapbooks for something suitable 
for a main course for a summer meal. 
This traditional recipe from the Lebanon is economical, 
quick to prepare, nice and light and fits the bill well. 

Machlema   serves 4 
2 onions — chopped — and a little fat for frying 
1lb (450g) minced steak 
4 tomatoes 
5 fl.ozs (150 ml) stock —made with a stock cube 
1 teaspoon lemon juice —pinch mixed herbs—salt and pepper 
4 eggs  
Fry onions in fat until transparent. Add mince, break up with a fork 
and cook until brown. Add tomatoes, lemon juice, seasonings and 
stock and cook gently for 30 minutes. Break eggs on top of the 
mince and bake at 180° (mark 4) until eggs are beginning to set. 
Serve with crusty French bread and salad. 

Penny 

Buckland St Mary Toddler Group  
As I mentioned in last month’s CBO, the Toddlers are going to be 
out and about during the summer holidays, and this is where we will 
be: 
24th July Village hall as usual 
31st July Ferne Animal Sanctuary 
7th August Buckland St Mary School playground 
14th August Charmouth Beach 
21st August Vivary Park 
28th August Cricket St. Thomas Wildlife park 
4th Sept Village hall as usual 
We will be meeting at these venues at 10.00am and if you would 
like more information just give me a ring.  

Melanie Tuffill  
(01460 234325) 



39 

 

Wilton House 
TAUNTON 

Retirement Home for the Active Elderly 
 

Homely, sociable atmosphere 
Resident staff 

All rooms en-suite 
Telephone and TV points in each room 

Comfortable lounges, dining and TV room 

Adjacent to Vivary Park and close to town centre 
 

Wilton House, Upper High Street, Taunton TA1 3PX 
Telephone: 01823 254339 or 01823 275950 

 

     TEL: 01460 62140 (EVENINGS) OR MOBILE: 07887 572908  

    W INDOW S AND DOORS MADE & FITTED 
KITCHENS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
TIMBER & LAMINATE FLOORS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
W ARDROBES BUILT & FITTED 
ALTERATIONS/REPAIRS “NO JOB TOO SMALL” 
LISTED BUILDING JOINERY W ORK 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY by LANCE WALLIS  

 
FREE ESTIMATES  

&  
ADVICE 
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SARAH HAWKER 
BSc (Hons.) M.Ch.S.S.R.Ch 

 

REGISTERED PODIATRIST 
 

 Gait Analysis 
 Corrective Foot Care 
 Routine Chiropody 

 
Please ring to make an appointment. 
Available evenings and weekends. 

 
Telephone: Hemyock on 

01823 680713 
or 

Clinic Mobile: 07772 914541 

 

 

Technical takedowns 
Crown reductions/ crown lifting 
Pruning and dead wooding 
Tree planting 
Hedge trimming / hedge laying 
Emergency work / 24 hour callout 
NPTC qualified 
FOR SALE Woodchip Mulch 

For free quotations and professional advice 
Please contact Paul Durman: 

Tel: 01823 353302    Mob: 07815 146343 
Email: ashculmetreesurgeons@yahoo.co.uk 

FLEXI-STORE 
 

Secure Containers &  
Free Standing Storage 
Household-Business-

Leisure 
 

01460 234309 
Situated at 

Buckland St. Mary 
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Friends of  
Churchstanton School 

This half term the school goes crazy – plays, gar-
den parties and the leavers’ assembly. With all that going on, the 
Friends take a bit of a back seat. Traditionally we would have been 
holding the school fete but we have found that a September date 
suits us well – avoiding so many clashes with other similar events 
vying for the lovely weather season (ho ho ho!). Instead we are 
merely planning for the forthcoming fete, to be held on September 
13th at Churchinford Cricket Pavilion. 
Jan, our chairperson, has done a sterling job in getting prizes donat-
ed for the raffle. I thoroughly recommend buying tickets if you can 
get them – there are so many great things to be won. 
We are planning pocket money stalls run by our older children, face 
painting, children’s races, a bouncy slide and all this with great food 
and a licensed bar. 
We will also be holding a dog show with many different classes. 
Please look out for our advertisement in next month’s CBO for more 
details or contact myself on 01823 601117. 
Friends of Churchstanton School thank everyone for their support 
during this academic year, wish all pupils moving on to secondary 
school a happy and successful time and look forward to coming back 
in September with ever more inventive ways of parting you all from 
your cash for a very worthwhile cause!!! 

Claire Bleloch 
Treasurer - Friends of Churchstanton School 

Well Done 
I would just like to say how much we enjoyed the 
scarecrow safari.  The ingenious ideas that people 
came up with, and the work and time involved in 
making the scarecrows, every one was different.  Er-
nie was certainly a worthy winner, as it looked just 
like him.  To all the organisers, those serving refresh-

ments, and everyone who took part – Well Done. 

Mary Govier 
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BLACKDOWN HILLS  
AREA OF OUTSTANDING 

NATURAL BEAUTY 
Projects in the Blackdown Hills will continue to be 

supported under the government’s Sustainable Development Fund 
(SDF) it has been announced. 
The Blackdown Hills AONB has been awarded £61,000 this year for 
projects which bring social, environmental or economic benefits to 
the area.  Natural England, the government agency with responsibil-
ity for the countryside, recently confirmed the funding for the fourth 
year running.  
Nickie Moore, project officer at the AONB said: ‘Time and again, SDF 
funding has shown that even a small grant can give a project the 
boost it needs to get off the ground.  I’m delighted that we have se-
cured this funding again for the coming year, and I’d encourage an-
yone with an idea to get in touch and have a chat about how we can 
help’. 
To find out more about applying for SDF funding, go to 
www.blackdown-hills.net or call Nickie on 01823 680681. 

BISHOPSWOOD  
SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB 

Our AGM in May ushered us into out 23rd year as a 
club. Those years have seen many changes; a new 
hall, new recruits, and losses in various ways of val-

ued members, including most recently, Frank, and Di, who attended 
so regularly, right up to the time when physically unable to do so. 
Both sadly missed. 
We have continued to play other teams -  always an enjoyable time, 
both home and away, win or lose. The teams we play against regu-
larly are becoming old friends! Games won or lost are equal in num-
ber with quite small margins either way. In August we have been 
invited to Hemyock for two evening matches on the outside green, 
with supper to follow. We played the newly formed Short Mat Club in 
June, and made some more friends. 
Several members also play at the Blackbrook Leisure Centre in the 
Somerset S.M.B.A. competitions with some success. 
Our next club competition will be in November. This is an all-day 
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event when everyone takes part. We take lunch, and there’s always 
tea on tap! Bowls is just as interesting to watch as to take part. 
We are looking for new members at present. If you fancy an enjoya-
ble evening out with something to do, and want to acquire a skill at 
the same time, please come along to Otterford Hall on any Wednes-
day evening from 7.00pm onwards. You are assured of a welcome. 

Barbara Barker 

Churchstanton  
Parish Council 

That’s more like it: six of your Parish Councillors to 
one District Councillor and two parishioners, plus t’ 

Clerk. 
SC Cllr Henley, in his absence, and TDB Cllr Thorne, in his presence 
(can one say that?) had something to say about the Buddhafield 
event, the removal of telephone kiosks and the anticipated closure 
of Churchinford Post Office. Cllr Thorne also commented on a new 
community halls strategy, changes in the provision of sports and 
leisure facilities in Taunton Deane for the young and the not so 
young, motor racing at Smeatharpe and at Dunkeswell and constitu-
tional changes that Officers are seeking to impose on TDB Council 
Meetings. 
Community Time revolved around the creation of a Community Shop 
in the event of the closure of Churchinford Post Office and the distri-
bution of an ‘information pack’ and a questionnaire to (hopefully) all 
houses in the Churchstanton and Otterford Parishes. A report on the 
way forward is expected in August. Further discussion centred on 
the proposed closure of Moor Lane at the back end of July for sewer 
work. There appeared to be a difference of opinion between SCC and 
the contractors as to just how much of the Lane will be closed. By 
the time you read this you will know the answer! 
An error on the part of t’Clerk was pointed out when it came to 
agreeing the last Meeting’s Minutes and it was noted under ‘matters 
arising’ that contractors’ lorries attempting to access the poultry es-
tablishment in Church Road will now use the Smeatharpe Road in-
stead of coming through Churchinford and knocking lumps off Han-
son House! 
Planning – yet again the source of lengthy discussion. Another appli-
cation for work at Trents View exercised the Council’s minds and it 
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For more information pop into your local Age Concern at: 

Motor Insurance & Breakdown 

People over 50 
trust Age Concern 

products & services 

Home Insurance Travel Insurance 

Funeral Planning 

Gas & Electricity Supplies 

Age Concern Somerset 
The Market House 

Fore Street 
Taunton, TA1 1JD 

Open Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm 

01823 423496 
 

Please quote ref:ALL700 
Age Concern Enterprises Ltd. (ACEnt) is  
authorised and regulated by the Financial  
Services Authority. If you contact an Age  
Concern office, you will be dealing with an  
Appointed Representative of ACEnt. 

A46V3DEC05-MC213 
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S  
B  C  

A Home From Home 
Luxury heated apartments 
Quiet & Picturesque Rural Setting 
Proprietors Resident 
Inspection Welcome 
Long or Short Term 
Convenient forA303 Road Links 
NO DOGS BOARDED 
Open 9am – 12.30pm – other times by 

appointment 
Proprietor: Angela Pitcher 

Batstone Farm 
Sticklepath 

Combe St. Nicholas 
Somerset TA20 3HL 

Tel: 01460 234574 or 07932 394368 
 

This project is supported under the England Rural Development 
Program by the Department of Environment, Food & Rural Affairs & 
the European Agricultural Guidance & Guarantee Fund. 
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was agreed that it didn’t like the new proposals for an extension and 
would, therefore, object. Similarly, it didn’t like the proposals for a 
replacement outbuilding at Hunters Lodge Barn – it looked more or 
less the same as one refused in January of this year. However, ap-
plications for a change in fenestration (windows) at Trents View, the 
‘rebuilding’ of the Old Smithy (near Churchstanton Church) and ex-
tensions at Hilliers received the PC’s seal of approval. Notices relat-
ing to Timberlands Farm Buildings, Pear Tree Cottage and North-
down House were noted. 
Correspondence was ‘noted’, finances were ‘approved’, cheques 
were signed with time left over for the state of the road near the 
School and near the telephone exchange to be noted before the 
Chairman brought things to a close at ten minutes past nine. Your 
Council reconvenes at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 13 August 2008 but I 
guess you will all be on holiday by then – have a nice one! 

Brian Simpson 
Clerk to the Council 

PS. Have you noticed the similarity in the signatures of contributors 
to this esteemed magazine? I wish I could really write so legibly! 

Thank You Buckland 
You’ve all said ‘Thank you’ to someone for an un-
wanted gift – the thing you received that you really 
didn’t want! 
Now it’s my turn to thank all you who so kindly do-

nated those sponge bags, jewellery, exotic perfumes, scarves, jig-
saw puzzles, cuff links, oven gloves and much, much more. The 
‘Unwanted Gift’ Stall, at Buckland’s Church Fête, made over £200 

Buckland St. Mary Church 100+ Club  

Winners for the Month of June 2008 
  Amount  Number  Name of Winner 
   1st Prize - £20.00  39  Janet Grabham 
   2nd Prize - £15.00  68  Rusty Crabb 
   3rd Prize - £10.00  64  Sandie Potts 
   4th Prize - £5.00  83  Mr. L. Smith 
Drawn by Mrs. Marjorie Butt or Mr. William Butt     
  at Buckland St. Mary Post Office in the last week of the Month.   
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County Councillor at Large 
I had the pleasure of being the guest speaker at the July meeting of 
the Bishopswood Ladies. At the meeting I was asked a series of very 
interesting questions about my role as a councillor. The evening fin-
ished with a nice supper prepared by the ladies group. I love attend-
ing these types of event. Groups like this really make our villages 
tick.  
The meeting of course was held in the Otterford parish hall. One of 
the best village halls anywhere in Taunton Deane. I feel and I am 
going to make a grant from my County Council community budget 
to this hall.  
When I was in Bishopswood I was able to also present a community 
budget grant to the Bishopswood Players. An excellent group who I 

thanks to you, the donors. I am very grateful to everyone who, in 
total, provided 216 items for the stall. 
N.B. The ‘Unwanted Gift’ Stall will appear again at the Christmas Ba-
zaar. Start putting those gifts aside now. 

Hilary Cumming 
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CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST 
 

STEPHEN WAPLINGTON, 
MSSCh, MBChA. HPC Registered 

 
 

EXPERT FOOTCARE IN YOUR OWN HOME 
AT NO EXTRA COST 

 

For friendly and professional treatment 
please call: 

 

01404 861328 
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Buckland St Mary 
Pre-school 

 
We offer a caring, friendly, happy environment, where your child can play, 

learn  and  socialise. 
We give individual attention and stimulation within the group to encourage            

development at each child’s own pace. 
 

The Pre-school has its own building within the grounds of Buckland St 
Mary Primary school, in which we offer a vast array of toys and equipment.  
We have a quiet book corner, a home corner and an activity area for paint-
ing, cooking etc.  We also have access to the school’s facilities and use their 
hall, outdoor play equipment and safe playground. 
 

We take children from 2.5 - 5 years old. 
We are open Monday 9.00-12.00 Tuesday 9.00-2.50, Wednesday 9.00-12.00 

and Friday 9.00-12.00. 
 

For more information and a prospectus please ring 01460 234303 

know have such fun putting on their various events.  
This month of course the controversial Bhuddafield event takes 
place in the Blackdowns. I have been concerned about the noise and 
number of people attending this event. I am going onto the site dur-
ing the event to witness proceedings with the council licensing team 
and parish councillors and the clerks of Otterford and Churchstanton 
parishes to see the issue for myself. 

Ross Henley 

Otterford Church 100 Club 
Winners June 2008 

Gary Dawes  99 £20 

Anne Robinson  36 £15 

Phillip Wright  5 £10 

Heather Hodges  60 £5 
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Friendly reliable service covering: 
 

 Buildings – Agricultural, Equestrian, Stable 
Blocks, Garden Sheds etc.  

 Fencing – Residential and Agricultural 
 Landscaping – Garden walling, Patios, 
      Decking etc. 
 Hedge Laying, Scrub Clearance, Drainage 
 Lakes, Ponds and Water features 
 

   A wide range of  
   household maintenance 
 

For free estimates contact: 
Russ:  07815 059823 
Billy:  07971 582320 
Tel / Fax: 01823 602711 
Email:  everreadyltd@tiscali.co.uk  

No job is too big or small 

Inside or Out! 
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          Flying Chefs             Heavenly Food  Flying Chefs 
 

Let us do the hard work for you 
 

             corporate events       weddings 
             christenings       funeral teas 
            dinner parties       celebrations 
 

    any occasion catered for 
 

Quality catering at affordable prices 
 

Telephone:01823 331968 or Email: janecollard@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS AND 
ESTATE AGENTS  

Specialising in country and equestrian properties 

If you are thinking of selling and are seeking 
 

Personal service – over 30 years’ experience 
Access to the best buyers worldwide 

with the help of our London office and the internet 
  

you should consult 

PETER RADICE FRICS 
at his Taunton Office on 01823 282890 at 14 The Bridge, Taunton 

or at his home at Churchstanton on 01823 601108 
website: www.peterradice.co.uk   London Office:  17 Hill Street, Mayfair 

W.H. BERRY & SON 
BROOKFIELD, COX’S HILL, CHURCHSTANTON, TAUNTON, TA3 7RL 

Telephone/Fax: Churchstanton (01823) 601386 
Independent Family Funeral Directors for three generations, 

Being established by James Berry in 1906. 
We offer a 24 hour personal and caring service. 

Visits to your home to make arrangements as always. 
The only Funeral Director based in the Blackdown Benefice. 
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 1st Buckland St. 
Mary Brownies 

What a summer? 
We are supposed to be ‘doing 
things’ outside but… 

Our annual ‘sos sizzle’ was just one evening that turned out sunny 
enough for the meeting to be held outside. Lots of games were 
played and a scavenger hunt t’boot. Wood was collected previously 
with a nice interesting walk. 
We ventured to Crealy Adventure Park for a District Meeting with all 
the Guides and Brownies from Ilminster too. This was a very wet 
day but the girl’s spirits were not dampened in the slightest! They all 
had a thoroughly good time with all the thrills and spills of Crealy. 
Going on the water rides and getting wetter made no difference 
whatsoever to them all! 
For our last meeting we decided, at the last minute, to go to Holly-
wood Bowl as two of our oldest Brownies are leaving us this term. 
We send a fond farewell to Georgia and Jenna and hope you enjoyed 
your years at Brownies. 
The owlets are going to make their Promise so when we start next 
term they will be fully fledged and raring to be Brownies. 
This leads me to appeal to any adults who have girls between the 
ages of 7 – 10 years who would like a fun-packed evening with ad-
venture, crafts, discos, games of all kinds, outings, parties and 
much, much more. There is also the annual Brownie holiday for a 
weekend without parents. Why not give us a try? No obligation. If 
you don’t like it, you don’t have to stay. 
Guides from Buckland & Ilminster camped by the village hall on the 
weekend of 4th-6th July. This turned out to be one of the wettest 
weekends! I think they learned a lot about teamwork and made the 
best of it.  
Girls aged 10 – 14 years give Elaine a call on 01460 221797 to join 
fun days out and lots of ‘Go for it’ challenges…. 
Brownies contact Sandie Potts 01460 234514 or email sandi-
epotts@talktalk.net. 
We would love to hear from you. 
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MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE 
SELF DRIVE OR DRIVER AVAILABLE 

4 BUCKETS - TRAILER - DELIVERY 
HOME EXTENSIONS - DRIVES - GARDEN WALLS 

2 TONNE DUMPER ALSO AVAILABLE 
 

SW  SERVICES LTD 
CHURCHSTANTON 

Churchstanton School 
This month our older children have been 
practicing and performing the play ‘Alice’. 
Not to be left out, the younger children held 
two special ‘Let’s Get Cooking’ clubs to pro-
duce the interval snacks and drinks. These biscuits are light, nutty 
and very moreish – just the thing to keep those budding actors go-
ing! 

Mad Hatter Munchies (Nutteroons) 
 150g plain flour 50g semolina 
 50g sugar 1 tsp salt 
 50g flaked almonds 150g margarine 

1. Preheat oven to 180°C/350°F/Gas mark 4 
2. Sift flours and add other dry ingredients 
3. Work the margarine in to make a pliable dough 
4. Knead until smooth 
5. Roll to thickness of 3 mm 
6. Cut into rounds 
7. Bake for 10 minutes or until lightly browned 
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Marti Spencer M.I.P.T.I. 
 

Holistic Health 
Therapist 

20 years experience 
 

AROMATHERAPY 
STRESS CONTROL 

NUTRITIONAL ADVICE 
 

Buckland St. Mary 
Tel: 01460 234 614 

 

Pure essential oils are 
extracted from various parts 
of flowers, herbs and resins 

and have properties that help 
enhance physical and mental 
wellbeing, activate the body’s 
natural healing process and 

strengthen the immune 
system. 

 

STRESS – Not all stress is  neg-
ative – it can be 

stimulating – but it is 
recognised that in excess it 

can cause:- 
INSOMNIA, FATIGUE, 

DEPRESSION, ANXIETY 
PANIC ATTACKS, MIGRAINES 

DIGESTIVE & 
CARDIOVASCULAR PROBLEMS 

 

A treatment can help relieve 
stress and promote deep 

relaxation 
 

AROMATHERAPY can safely be 
used in conjunction with most 

conventional medical 
treatments 

 
AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 

 
Based in the Blackdown Hills 

 
House and Farm Clearance 

 
Individual or Collective items 

Purchased 
 

Entries for our regular auctions 
welcomed 

 
Mac Davison or Richard Pitcher on 

01460 234793 or 07754 754629 
www.davisonpitcher.co.uk 

 

DAVISON PITCHER 
& ASSOCIATES LTD 

dp 

Digital TV and Satellite 
Specialists 

 

Aerial and Satellite systems 
installed and upgraded. 

Freeview, Sky Digital, Sky TV. 
TV, FM, DAB, Digital, Terrestrial. 

Multipoint viewing. 
 

Free quotation and installation 
advice. 

01823 680190 
07766 522336 
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Buckland St Mary Church Fete. 
Doubt was cast over the fate of the Fête on Friday 4th July when, in 
murky rain, some of us set up the skittle boards at Buckland House 
at 7.30 p.m. However, plans went ahead for positioning the stalls 
and games, tea tables and hot water urns – Plan A! 
Telephones started ringing at 7.30 a.m. on Saturday – the morning 
was dry and sunny, but the forecasts predicted strong winds and 
rain. Stallholders waited anxiously to know what would happen. 

Fifteen ‘phone calls later – permis-
sion to hold the Fête in the Church 
– radio stations to broadcast the 
change of venue and calls to all 
stallholders to turn up at the 
Church and not Buckland House. 
Cones to be placed outside the 
Lynchgate to reserve spaces for the 
armoured car ride and the ‘Guess 
the weight of the Alvis’, whilst will-
ing bands of musclemen set up the 
trestle tops across the tops of the 
pews as impromptu stalls. Pews 
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Oddjobs 
General Household/ Building Repairs 

Plumbing – Heating – Electrical Repairs 
Eg Dripping Taps, Radiator Repairs/Replacement 

Defective Sockets, Power Shower Repairs/
Renewals 

 

Outside Maintenance, Gardening/Fencing. 
Many other tasks undertaken 

No Job Too Small 
Call Edward: Action Line 01460 234339 

No VAT charged on Labour Costs 
Public Liability Cover 

were turned round to make a “tea stop” seating area and into the 
Church swarmed the various stallholders to set out their wares. 
The Plant Stall – colourful and 
well-stocked – remained outside 
in the wind and pouring rain and 
the Raffle, with its tempting array 
of prizes, occupied the Church 
Porch. Inside, bottles and books, 
produce and cakes and much 
more – somehow everything fitted 
into Plan B! 
2.30 p.m. and Ken Hayward, ex 
Mayor of Taunton Deane Borough 
Council, declared the Fête open. 
Most stalls sold out of products 
and the tea area kept up a steady 
trade throughout the afternoon. Plan B – if the Fête was to be fated 
– was a record success, making over £1,500. Just remember, ‘every 
problem bears a gift’!  



58 

Rambling in  
the Blackdowns 

 
My, where does the time go? You turn your back for 
a minute and its nearly Christmas. You laugh but I 
bet there’s a garden centre near here already plan-

ning its marketing campaign, seeking out the most tacky lights and 
plotting to drain the entire National Grid from September onwards. 

I get frustrated every year with the things that get earlier in the 
shops. Here we are at the beginning of August so what are most 
people thinking of doing? Yes, of course, buying a Winter coat and 
fur-lined boots (or so the new season ranges in the high street 
would have us believe). Try to buy a swimming costume for your 
Summer holiday beyond May and you're doomed. Course if you're a 
size 6 or a size 22 the sale rails will be groaning with choice, but if 
you verge on normal, don’t look good in lime green or tangerine and 
like slightly more than a wafer thin piece of material for your tenner 
there’s no point even looking. 

And there’s another thing that’s been bugging me this month -  
things that don’t exactly do what they say on the packet. Take, for 
example, self assembly furniture. When my friends told me about 
self assembly furniture I thought my world had been made whole. 
I've subsequently bought heaps of stuff from MFI and stuck it in the 
middle of my bedroom floor. But does it put itself together? No. You 
can stare at it for as long as you like but it will remain a mass of 
plywood and screws. 

And then there’s ready meals. Now I am a busy woman. A ready 
meal sounds just what I need. But is it actually ready when you get 
it? Yes if you like something that resembles cold, soggy cardboard 
for your tea.  

Now I know that I moan a lot but I read somewhere that a man who 
is tired of complaining is tired of life. You can rest assured that I will 
be arguing the point with St. Peter if I go to an early grave!!  

Search out those size 22 swimwear bargains and I’ll be in touch 
again soon. 

Molly Coddle 
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ENDPIECE 
OUR VILLAGE SHOP 

 
Oh what a lovely little shop all neat and trim and white 
It’s open from early morning and in Summer late at night 
Nothing is too much trouble and you’re always served with care 
There’s time for a little natter and they’ve even got a chair! 
 
The door it opens with a bell, just tinkling away, 
Then out comes our Mary, to pass the time of day 
And how’s that little grandchild and busy grandma too? 
Mustn’t keep you waiting, I’m sure you’ve lots to do. 
 
We’ve got some lovely lettuce all fresh with garden dew, 
Our Harry’s been to pick them, especially for you. 
What about some ham my dear, cooked just yesterday 
Just say how you’d like it and I’ll cut it straight away. 
 
Your eggs are in that basket, some large and some small 
They’re all those lovely brown ones – that you like best of all. 
Yes – we have tomatoes – a few just ripe to eat 
And some a little firmer, that you can always keep. 
 
Of course we’ll take your basket – right out to your car. 
Where did you say you’d parked it?  Oh, that’s not very far, 
And we’ll send your order, of all your usual things. 
No, no, it’s no trouble, just thanks for looking in. 
 
Come on Gran, wake up my dear, we must be on our way. 
Oh gosh, I’d quite forgotten, it’s Friday and it’s Supermarket Day. 
No, I haven’t got my basket and I forgot my plastic bag. 
Oh how I hate this Super-shopping, it’s really quite a drag. 
 
Oh for my Village Shop again with its friendliness and charm, 
I hate all this rushing and jostling arm from arm. 
How can it save our precious time and our money too - 
I always end up spending more and dread that awful queue! 
 
Written by Pat Jarvis of Upottery and read by her as part of the entertainment at the 
latest meeting of the Golden Age Club. 
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PLEASE MENTION CBO NEWS WHEN CONTACTING 
ADVERTISERS -THANK YOU. 

INDEX OF REGULAR COMMERCIAL ADVERTISERS 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE   COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE 

Accountant 37  Garden Contractor 10 

Aerial Erector 55  Garden Design & Maintenance 7 
Age Concern 45  Garden Machinery Service & Repair 23 
Arboriculture/Estate Management 46  Garden Machinery Sales & Service 43 
Aromatherapy  55  Garden Maintenance 46 
Auctioneer & Valuer 55  Gardening Services 24 
Bed & Breakfast - Stapley 28  Handyman 19 
Builder - General 19  Household Helper 14 
Builder - Rural, listed, Eco 43  Joinery 9 
Builders & Carpenters 10  Joinery 19 
Building & Construction 7  Kitchens, Bathrooms and Accessories 11 
Carpentry/Joinery 23  Land Management 43 
Carpentry/Joinery 39  Livery Stables 31 
Carpenter/Kitchen fitter 7  Logs for Sale 12 
Catering 52  Massage 28 
Catering 33  Mini Digger Hire 54 
Cattery 46  Odd Jobs/Handyman 57 
Chartered Surveyor 52  Painter & Decorator 12 
Chiropodist/Podiatrist 49  Photographer 34 
Computer Repairs & Services 10  Planning Apps. Draughtswoman 12 
Computer Repairs & Services 34  Plumbing Services 28 
Conservatory Installation 36  Podiatrist 40 
Construction 51  Post Office & General Store - Churchinford 19 
Driving School 29  Pre-School - Buckland St. Mary 50 
Driving School 2  Pre-School & Day Care Churchinford 23 
Electrical Services 28  Property Maintenance 2 
Electrician 2  Retirement Home 39 
Estate Agents 52  Rubbish Collection 31 
Farm Meats 29  Self Catering Accommodation 39 
Fencing 46  Sewing Machine Service 28 
Forestry Services 49  Steam Cleaning (Domestic) 48 
Funeral Directors 52  Storage-Secure containers 40 
Furniture Maker & Joinery 56  Toddler Group BSM 9 
Furniture Designer & Manufacture 32  Tree Surgeon 26 
Furniture Manufacturer 24  Tree Surgeon 40 
   Veterinary Surgeon 24 



For routine or non urgent matters you may contact 
 
 
 

Churchstanton & Otterford Community Beat Officer: PC MARIA JENNINGS 
PC Maria Jennings’ email: ssntauntonrural@avonandsomersetpolice.uk  

 

Buckland St. Mary Community Beat Officer: PC MARK EDGINGTON 
PC Mark Edgington’s email– mark.edgington@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 

 

Sgt Andy Lloyd - andy.lloyd@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk  

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES: 
FIRE, POLICE, AMBULANCE:  999. 

 

IF YOU SEE A CRIME BEING COMMITTED OR WISH TO    
REPORT A CRIME WHICH HAS BEEN COMMITTED &/OR 
YOU NEED A CRIME  NUMBER TO SATISFY AN INSUR-

ANCE CLAIM, TELEPHONE 
CRIME REPORTING: 0845 456 7000 

THE BLACKDOWN PRACTICE 
Opening Times. 

 

   Hemyock           Churchinford  Dunkeswell   

Monday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  3.00 -   6.00 
 

Tuesday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  4.00 -   6.00 
 

Wednesday:  8.30 - 1.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
   2.00 - 6.00     3.30 -   6.00 
 

Thursday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

Friday:   8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

NB  Hemyock surgery - EMERGENCIES ONLY Saturdays 9.00 - 11.00am. 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

HEMYOCK:    Appointments & enquiries  01823 680206 
    Dispensary     01823 680007 
    Fax. (Repeat prescriptions)  01823 680680 

CHURCHINFORD:  Appointments & enquiries  01823 681700 

DUNKESWELL:  Appointments & Dispensary  01823 681720 
 

BLACKDOWN SUPPORT GROUP: Barbara Starkiss  01823 681036 
 

HOSPITALS:   MUSGROVE PARK   01823 333444 
    CHARD & DISTRICT   01460 63175 
    HONITON & DISTRICT  01404 42362 
    ST. MARGARET’S HOSPICE 01823 259394 



Useful Phone Numbers 
 

Please contact us if you have any phone number changes or  
additions  you would like us to consider making to this list.  Thank you. 

 

Churchstanton 
Taunton Deane Borough Councillor – John Thorne    01823 663146 
            email. Cllr.j.thorne@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
               Blogsite  www.johnthorne.blogspot.com 
Chair of the Parish Council - Nick Strange     01823 601565 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Brian Simpson     01823 601694 
Village Hall bookings - Sylvia Pike      01823 601236 
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris    01823 421395 
Churchstanton Primary School - Head Teacher: Simon Mills   01823 601354 
Neighbourhood Watch - Richard Badman     01823 601264 
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper      01823 601347 
 

Buckland St Mary: www.buckland-st-mary.co.uk 
South Somerset District Councillor – Ros Roderigo    01460 62081 
           email ros.roderigo@southsomerset.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Josephine Salter     01460 234703 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Gill Horner     01460 234256 
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board      01460 234200 
Neighbourhood Watch - Jean & Chris Watkis     01460 234226 
Buckland St Mary Primary School:  Head Teacher - Simon Billington  01460 234251 
Tower Captain - Keith Every       01460 234620 
Churchwarden - Ian Cumming       01460 234460 
 

Otterford 
TD Borough Councillor John Thorne. See entry in Churchstanton section above. 
Chair of the Parish Council - Rosemary Viant        01460 234734 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Barbara Simpson     01823 601694 
(Please leave a message if Barbara’s answerphone is on during the day) 
Village Hall bookings - Cindy Beaumont      01460 234351  
Neighbourhood Watch - Peter Naylor      01823 601106 
Churchwarden - David Ruthven      01823 601455 
 

General 
CBO Community Bus Booking - Mike Weir     01823 601333 
Somerset County Councillor - Ross Henley     01823 665988 
Bishopswood Chapel - Pastor Brian Chaplain     01460 234748 
Rector - Revd. Sue Green   email: suegreen@summit.me.uk 01823 421232 
Assistant Priest: Revd. Doris Goddard      01823 601594 
Blackdown Hills AONB - Corinne Matthews     01823 680682 
TDBC Health Response Unit       01823 356337 
Wessex Water         0845 600 4 600 
Bristol Water         0800 373501 
 

NB: For Blackdown Medical Practice information (including the Support Group),    
hospital, Police emergency telephone number and Community Beat Officer’s contact 
details for routine or non urgent matters please see overleaf. 


