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EDITORIAL 
Sixty-four pages must be something of a record and our grateful 
thanks to all our contributors this month. 
By the time you read this the Summer Solstice will have passed, 
Midsummer’s Day will have come and gone, we will be able to ob-
serve sagely that ‘the nights are beginning to draw in’ and, for us, 
the editors, most importantly, we will have passed our half-year of 
editing the CBO Newsletter. 
It has certainly been a ‘learning experience’ and we hope we have 
provided you, our readers, with the news and information you need. 
If not, then please let us know. 
This month’s Newsletter is full of reports on local activities and or-
ganisations, some heated Council meetings, advance notice of many 
events and again two recipes – people might be excused for thinking 
that the CBO Newsletter had shares in WeightWatchers: Summer 
Pudding from Penny, and Mixed Berry Pie from the Let’s Get Cooking 
Club. We almost have a recipe for Absinthe as well from the Yarty 
Gardening Club. 
As we move into late summer our garden borders change and ma-
ture and in a few months the leaves will start to turn colour again. It 
is one of the great pleasures and privileges of living in the country, 
and especially somewhere as magnificent as the Blackdowns, that 
we can watch nature changing around us in its regular and unending 
cycle. 
Unfortunately, life does not always move so satisfactorily and re-
wardingly and, by the time you read this, Buckland St Mary will be 
the latest village in the area to acquire an ‘Old Post Office’. It is im-
portant to all of us then to keep the life of our villages active and we 
hope that this Newsletter will help everyone to do that. 
 
On a final note: where is Molly Coddle? We think we should be told. 
 

David Bleloch & Jon Mayled  

While the editors welcome material for publication in the ‘CBO News’, they do not guarantee that any item will be included or will 
appear in a particular edition.  They reserve the right to edit or shorten any items which are used.  Publication is in good faith and 
does not imply accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed. 

 

DEADLINE DATE 

Edition Closing date 
August Fri 11 July 
September Fri 15 August 
October Fri 12 September 
November Wed 15 October 
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RICHARD 
BROWN 

 

ELECTRICIAN 
 

Prompt Professional Service 
 

Sockets 
Lighting 
Rewiring 

Upgrading Fuse Boxes 
 

Part “P” Registered 
 

( 01823 680389 
Mobile: 07721089209 

 

Blackdown 
Property maintenance 

 

Repairs to houses/sheds/guttering 
Patio laying/drain clearing 
Basic plumbing and electrics 

small building works 
Tiled and laminate flooring 

Stables (partitioning & maintenance) 
Field Shelters & poultry houses built 

Land/garden maintenance  
including fence repairs 

Also 
Plans etc. drawn up for 

consent/approval 
 

Ring/fax: David Lowe 
01823 601048 / 07855346843 
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THINKING ALOUD … 
 
Thoughts from the Blackdown Benefice Churches 
www.blackdown.org.uk 
 
Dear Friends, 
Many years ago, when our eldest daughter was just a few weeks 
old, and we’d gone to stay for a couple of days with Jim’s parents so 
that friends and acquaintances could meet our new baby, we were 
called in the middle of the night to say that our little house was on 
fire.   
Caused by an electrical fault, our home was largely gutted, and 
smoke-damaged. The few items we’d so randomly packed for our 
short time away were suddenly all the clothes we had, apart from a 
bag of dirty washing we found in the bathroom downstairs, which 
was spared, and which felt like finding treasure! 
I’ve often wondered what I would have packed in that holdall we 
took with us if I’d known that I would be returning to find a lot of 
our things lost.  
Photographs perhaps, including wedding ones which we couldn’t re-
place as the firm who did them had gone out of business, certifi-
cates (including little Emma’s where the ink was hardly dry!), treas-
ured books, objects we’d had for many years. It has always given 
me a deeper understanding of what refugees fleeing from war and 
natural disaster such as those in recent weeks have to suffer. 
We were lucky in that we had family and friends in the short term 
and insurances that would restore some of those practical things. 
What, though, are the important things?  
No-one can take away memories, our love for each other, and  
God’s love for us.  
Keep those suffering peoples in your prayers too, that they may feel 
that love too. 
Love and blessings to you all, 

Doris 
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CHURCH SERVICES – July – 2008 
  

   
6 July 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 7 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Pet Service 
 
13 July 0800 Corfe Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 8 1030 Birchwood Holy Communion (BCP) 
 1030 Churchstanton Morning Worship (CW) 
 1030 Otterford Family Service 
 1030 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW) 
 1800 Buckland St Mary Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 1830 Corfe Compline (CW) 
  
20 July 0830 Pitminster Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 9 1030 Churchstanton Family Service 
 1030 Corfe Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Morning Worship (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (CW) (Sunday School) 
 1830 Otterford Compline (CW) 
 
27 July 0830 Churchstanton Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 10 1030 Otterford Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Pet Service 
 1830 Corfe Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 
3 August 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 11 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
  
Readers and Sidesmen for Buckland St Mary and Birchwood 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
6 July 0830 Jean Hine Rom 7:15-25a Gordon Board 
  Pam Hull Matt 11:16-19,25-end     Ann Hales 
13 July 1030 Freddie Crane Romans 8:1-11 Peter Reed 
  Sandra Aplin Matthew 13:1-9 
 1800 John Crump Isaiah 55:10-13 Ian Cumming 
  William Kennard Matthew 13:1-9  
20 July 1100 Margery Harkness Romans 8:12-25 Ian Cumming 
  Charles Hill Matthew 13:24-30 Del Wiggins 
27 July 1100 Mac Davison Genesis 7:11-18  Ian Cumming 
   and 8.6-12 Gordon Board 
  Aisling Farrrell Matthew 21.1-11 Del Wiggins 
    Ann Hales 
3 Aug 0830 Vicki Bell Romans 9:1-5 
  Jean Watkis Matthew 14:13-21 
  
 
Readers for Otterford 
  Readers 
13 July 1030 Claire Bleloch Isaiah 55:10-13 
  Susan Bryan Terry Matthew 13:1-9 
27 July 1030 Irene Campbell 1 Kings 3:5-12  
  Happy Wright Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
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SERVICES AT BISHOPSWOOD CHAPEL 
Family Worship     
 10.30 am - 11.15 am  
Refreshments     
 11.15 am onwards 
Communion + Evening Service    6.30 pm - 7.45 
pm 

Readers and Sidesmen for Churchstanton 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
6 July 1030 Shirley Hooper Zechariah 9:9-12 Shirley Hooper 
  David Dobinson Matt 11:16-19,25-end 
13 July 1030 Barbara Simpson Isaiah 55:10-13 Stephen Higgs 
  Joyce Lockyer Matthew 13:1-9 
20 July 1030 Bill Morris Isaiah 44:6-8 Sandra Aldworth 
  Gill Dennis Matthew 13:24-30  
27 July 0830 Alice Hodges 1 Kings 3:5-12 Kathleen Hunt and 
  Claudia Gill Matt 13:31-33,44-52 Margaret Crabb 
3 Aug 1030 Daphne Morris Isaiah 55:1-5 Geoffrey Berry 
  Charlotte Gill Matthew 14:13-21 

The Blackdown Practice 
Change to opening hours at Dunkeswell Branch Surgery 
From the 1st of June the opening hours of Dunkeswell Branch Sur-
gery are as follows: 
Monday  8:30am - 12:30pm 
Tuesday  8:30am – 12:30pm and 3:00pm – 6:00pm 
Wednesday  8:30am – 12:30pm and 3:00pm – 6:00pm 
Thursday  8:30am – 12:30pm  
Friday  8:30am – 12:30pm 
 
Change to Saturday morning surgery at Hemyock 
 

From the 5th of July 2008, changes to the Saturday morning surger-
ies at Hemyock. The government has decided that all Doctors sur-
geries should offer routine appointments outside office hours. This 
means a change to the Saturday morning surgery at Hemyock. From 
the 5th of July 2008, we will no longer be able to see patients who 
‘walk-in and wait’.  Please make sure that you phone the surgery to 
make an appointment if you wish to be seen on a Saturday morning. 
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Hello everyone 
Community intelligence is crucial to modern day po-
licing. If you witness a crime or any suspicious be-
haviour, don’t keep it to yourself. Make a note of 
registration numbers of vehicles or descriptions of 
people involved and let us know. All information re-
ceived is analysed and either ‘hotspot’ locations or 
offenders are targeted. Police officers are briefed at 

the beginning of their tour of duty and are directed where to patrol 
based on the most up to date intelligence. 
The Police are constantly carrying out operations and investigations, 
many of which by their nature are kept secret, but your information 
could prove to be the missing part of the jigsaw. Recent successes 
in intelligence led policing have resulted in drug seizures that have 
been featured in the local press. This method of deploying resources 
has contributed to the 41% decrease in theft from motor vehicles so 
far this year, which equates to 56 fewer victims of crime. 
If you have information that might be useful to us you can either 
contact the Force Service Centre on 0845 456 7000 or Crimestop-
pers on 0800 555 111 and please be assured that all information is 
treated in the strictest confidence. If you wish to contact me you can 
reach me on Voicemail 01823 363287 and 70106 at the prompt.  
Regards until next month.     

PCSO 9240 Donna Langdon 

Barn/Folk Dancing 
The weekly barn/folk dances, which started last 
September, have been very successful with up to 
24 dancers on some evenings. 
We have stopped now for the summer but will be 
starting again on Tuesday September 9, 7.30pm at 
Churchinford Village Hall. 

If you have been you know how much fun it is. If you have not 
been, do come and see how many of us have been enjoying our 
Tuesday evenings. 
Hope to see many of you when we restart. 

Elizabeth Badman 
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MARK STAPLE 
 

CARPENTRY 
 

Professional 
Kitchen Fitter 

 
Supply and fit or fit only 

 
All aspects of carpentry 

and 
home improvement work 

undertaken 
 

Tel: 01823 413663 
Mob: 07798 830365 

Garden Design 
 

Green Leaves 
Home: 01460234062 
Mob:  07812045805 Sue Betteridge 

All aspects of garden maintenance,  
Hedging, Mowing, Pruning, Clearance 



8 

Buddhafield Festival  
16-20th July 2008 

Westcombe Estate 
A message from the festival organisers: 
We are a Buddhist charity based in Devon, and we run a programme 
of camping retreats; an organic vegetarian café; an organic vegeta-
ble growing business, and a summer festival. 
For the last 5 years we have held our summer festival at the Gal-
lops, Clayhidon. This year we are moving site to the Westcombe Es-
tate. The event is a Buddhist festival, which includes dance, singing, 
yoga, meditation, talks, workshops, massage, children’s activities, 
poetry, DJs, live music, theatre, cafes, and stalls. It runs entirely on 
solar and wind power. Our sound systems are relatively low capacity 
and we have remained well within the noise limits set by our licence, 
having a daily schedule of noise monitoring to check that we are 
meeting the council’s requirements. We have a ‘no alcohol or drugs’ 
policy, and the atmosphere at the event has a firm reputation for 
being peaceful and harmonious.  
Contact details  
If you have any concerns during the actual event - Weds 16th to 
Sunday 20th July - please contact us at any time, day or night, on:  
07970 056269 and ask for the Head Steward. 
If you have any questions or concerns prior to the event, please 
contact us on 07814 068341; or by email: sooz@buddhafield.com 
If you would like to attend the event, tickets can be purchased at 
our website: www.buddhafield.com, but please note we usually sell 
out in advance. The only tickets available on the gate are day tick-
ets, which we sell on Sunday only, subject to numbers and weather 
conditions. 
All those within the Parish would be welcome to hold a stall at the 
festival without charge (though we don’t have any meat or alcohol 
sold on site, or allow any generators). Please contact us by email on 
workshops@buddhafield.com to arrange this. 
Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions. 

Buddhafield Festival organisers 
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BUCKLAND ST MARY TODDLER GROUP 

Toys and equipment suitable 
for newborns and upward 

Ride-on toys and slide 
Tabletop activities 

Refreshments 

Thursday mornings 10.00-12..00 at 
Otterford Parish Hall (Bishopswood) 

For more details please ring Melanie Tuffill  
01460 234325 or just pop in! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Quality Bespoke Joinery 

 
From bookcase to staircase 

 
For Free Estimates Contact 

 
Richard Bradbeer 
07969229909 

Unit 36a Fox Moor Nurseries Haywards Lane 
Wellington Somerset TA21 9PH 
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Stephen D Sparks         Steven P Dodge 
Specialising in Extensions and 
Renovations 
Carpentry and Joinery 
Alterations and Conversions 
Roofing and Loft Conversions 
Replacement Windows and 
Conservatories 

     Free Estimates  
      All work guaranteed   

30yrs experience 
Middle Willand Farm 
Churchstanton 
TAUNTON 
Somerset TA3 7RL 
Tel: 01823 601219 
Mobile: 07778 743698/ 
              07786217911 

 

GRAHAM’S  

GARDENING SERVICES 
 hedge cutting - mowing - strimming 

and general garden maintenance 
sheds and fences painted 

competitive rates 
call:  

01460 57531 evenings (after 8pm) 
or 

07941 196989/07904 178325 anytime. 
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Applications For Planning 

Scale Drawings 
 

Personal and Professional                 
Service 

 

Call Katy on: 01823 601359 

 
 

e-mail:  
kjpartridge@btinternet.com 

 

Experienced 
Painter & Decorator 

Coving, tiling and  
handyman jobs around 

the home. 
 

John Martin 
07999 919698  

DRY LOGS FOR 
SALE 

 

For details please telephone 
 

Nigel Hodges 
 

Mob.: 07912213535 or 
01823 601408 

Churchinford Community 
Shop 

As readers of the CBO News will know the Commit-
tee has been considering a number of issues, the 
main one being the location of the Community 
Shop.  

In its view there are only two practical locations: the Churchstanton 
Room, (the meeting room at the Churchinford Village Hall), which 
the Village Hall Committee has kindly offered to lease to the shop 
and the barn at the entrance to the Village Hall car park.  
The Churchstanton Room would be cheaper to convert and likely to 
be open sooner. However, the very strong recommendation of the 
Committee is that the new shop be located in the barn. The barn is 
larger and in a prominent position which makes it a more viable 
proposition as a business; it will transform the entrance to Church-
inford Village and it will become a valuable asset owned by the com-
munities. The total cost for the purchase, conversion, and fitting out 
of the barn is estimated at £110,000 of which at least £40,000 has 
to be raised from the communities. This should enable us to raise 
the rest of the money from grants and long term loans.  
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County Councillor at Large 
I am very concerned at BT’s proposals to remove 46 
phone boxes from the Taunton Deane area. One of these 
boxes is in Stapley. Yes, phone boxes are not used as 
much as they used to be but not everyone has a mobile 
phone and in rural areas its sometimes hard to get a 
good signal. The phone box at Stapley is of course one of 

the old classic red phone boxes and I feel that these boxes are part 
of the English countryside and part of our heritage and should be 
retained. I am writing to BT demanding that they not remove these 
phone boxes. 
When I visited Otterford parish council I was pleased to be able 
award two more grants from my ward county council community 
budget. I have awarded £200 to Otterford parish council and £250 
to Otterford leisure project. I also handed over a grant of £150 to 
the Bishopswood Players, a wonderful group who do deserve sup-
port. I have also visited the Churchstanton School, Churchinford vil-
lage hall and the community group looking to set up a community 
shop in Churchinford to see how I can help them gain access to 
county council grants of several thousand pounds to help with their 
new initiatives. Lastly I am still monitoring concerns from local peo-
ple regarding noise from Smeatharpe with the increased number of 
events taking place at the venue this year. I am writing to the coun-
cil authorities in Devon to raise the concerns of local people about 
this issue. 
Best wishes, 

Ross Henley 

Around the time you will be reading this report, all households in the 
Churchstanton and Otterford Parishes will be receiving an Infor-
mation Pack giving more information.  
It is very important you read the enclosures and complete 
and return the Questionnaire. We need to know there is sup-
port for a Community Shop because without this we cannot 
proceed any further.  

                                                            Richard Badman 
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Female Helper 
Painting/Decorating/Spring Cleans 

From a single room to a whole house 
Let my helping hands help you. 

Call Maggie North on 01460 234 309 
(Answer phone or after 6pm) 

COMMON BIRD  
OBSERVATIONS 

The advice from the RSPB and BTO is to continue to 
put out food for birds throughout the year.  Anyone 

who has bought wild bird food recently will have noticed that prices 
have risen by at least 25% since last year.  It is hoped that this 
does not act as a deterrent.   
Numbers of swallows and house martins in the area now seem to be 
very similar to 2007. 
A few yellowhammers have been seen near Buckland St Mary and 
Churchinford. Spotted flycatchers are breeding in Birchwood and 
Bishopswood. There are many more adult greenfinches in local gar-
dens now than there were during winter months.  This suggests that 
there is an altitudinal movement to avoid colder weather in the 
Blackdowns during winter. This is confirmed by a greenfinch ringed 
at Birchwood in July 2007 and found near Beaminster in late Octo-
ber.  

Richard Ward-Smith 
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DORSET AND SOMERSET AIR  
AMBULANCE 

GARDEN 
OPEN 

at  
Pear Tree Cottage Stapley 

Churchstanton Taunton TA3 7QA 

BBQ SNACKS 
CREAM TEAS 

12.00 NOON until 5.00pm 
SUNDAY 15 JUNE 
9 hole fun putting course  

in 2.5 acre arboretum 
PLANTS & OTHER STALLS 

 
Admission 2.00 Children 50p under 5’s free 
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July 5th  An American Parade toe 
tapping Gershwin, Cole Porter, Rodgers & 
Hammerstein and selections from West 
Side Story, Guys and Dolls, 
etc. Featuring Taunton Concert Band, 

Broadway Babies, the Rivertones and Somerset Voices. 7.30pm at 
St John’s Church, Wellington. Ticket £12 tel 0845 345 9671  
Why not hold a Tea at 3 party in July and support St Mar-
garet’s Hospice – for free pack tel. 0845 345 9671 or pick up a leaf-
let in your local St Margaret’s Shop. 
Evening Concert and Beating Retreat with The Band of the 
Scots Guards & The Pipes 1st Battalion Irish Guards at Montacute 
House on September 2nd Tickets available now tel 0845 2305170 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR  
PARISHIONERS OF BUCKLAND 

ST MARY 
Churchinford Community Shop – If any mem-

bers of Buckland St Mary Parish who use the current shop at 
Churchinford and wish to continue this when the community shop is 
up and running may like to complete a questionnaire that is on the 
parish website www.buckland-st-mary.co.uk. Can you please then 
forward it onto Mr Richard Badman (rebadman@waitrose.com). 
Community shop for Buckland St Mary – The Parish Council is 
interested to hear from any members of the parish who are willing 
to rent out space so that a community shop can be run from it.  
There will be a Public Meeting on Thursday 14 August at 8pm in the 
village hall to discuss the way forward with the closure of the Post 
Office and Shop. Also, if anyone is willing  to lead a community shop 
committee  and run the shop then please attend the meeting. 
Hastoe Housing Association and the 4 affordable homes in 
the village – Hastoe Housing Association will be attending the Par-
ish Council meeting on 3 July at 8pm to meet with local residents to 
inform them of the procedure that needs to be followed to meet the 
criteria for eligibility to be considered for one of the new homes 
which are being built in the village (allocations process). The meet-
ing starts at 8pm in the village hall and time has been set aside for 
Mr Friend, the Senior Development Officer, to speak with Parishion-
ers. 
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OTTERFORD  
PARISH COUNCIL 

The June meeting of Otterford Parish Council was 
held on Tuesday 10th June, in the Parish Hall, Bish-

opswood. There were twelve persons present which meant that the 
room was quite crowded! 
During Community Time SCC Councillor Ross Henley presented two 
cheques to the Council – one to be used for the benefit of the Lei-
sure Project and one to be used for refurbishing the Parish notice 
boards. The Council thanked Ross for these. Mention was made of 
the proposal to remove a large number of telephone boxes from the 
villages across Taunton Deane – this was felt to be a retrograde step 
in an area where, because of the hills and valleys, mobile phone re-
ception is often poor or non-existent. 
Mandy, one of our local Police Beat Team spoke about the increased 
Police presence which is noticeable in our area and also said that the 
number of reported incidents in the CBO area is down on last year’s 
figures. 
Despite strong opposition from both Churchstanton and Otterford 
Parish Councils, the application for a licence to hold a ‘Buddhafield 
Festival’ at Culmhead, was granted. There might be some slight sol-
ace to be had from the extra conditions which have been imposed 
on the organizers with regard to noise and nuisance, but then again, 
there might not! If you find that the activities cause you annoyance 
and/or distress you should contact TDBC Licensing Officer, Jim 
Hunter 01823 356498 ext2462 and make your feelings known. 
TDBC Councillor John Thorne told the meeting that the latest figures 
issued by the GOSW regarding the provision of gypsy sites in the 
Taunton Deane area, require that a further 20 permanent sites and 
5 further transit sites are established by 2011. He feels that this will 
lead to pressure on TDBC to convert the existing, recently granted, 
transit sites at Culmhead, to be made permanent. He will keep 
watch on developments. 
A Planning Application has been received for a holiday chalet near 
Littlefields, Bishopswood.  The Council was somewhat surprised by 
the proposed size of the development and raised concerns about the 
car-parking, the disposal of waste and the possibility of effluent 
leaching into the neighbouring water courses. 
The application for a further barn conversion at Church Farm, Otter-
head, has been refused, whilst the applications with regard to Lake 
Cottage, Bishopswood and Hill View, Bishopswood, have both been 
granted by TDBC. 
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The Clerk was happy to present the completed Annual Audit forms 
for the Council’s approval — duly given — and these have now been 
returned as required. 
There will no doubt be a report on the proposed Community Shop 
elsewhere in this publication, but I am pleased to be able to report 
that Otterford Parish Council has agreed to donate a one-third share 
of the costs of the initial Information Packs and Questionnaires. 
There was quite a lot of correspondence which fell into the ‘noted’ 
category, all of which was duly ‘noted’. 
The Councillors declared themselves pleased with the appearance of 
the grass in the OLP Field (now under the care of our new contrac-
tors –Heathfield Garden Services) and are now looking forward to 
the scheduled Annual Safety Inspection of the equipment in the 
field. 
There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 
21.10.  
The July meeting will be held in the Parish Hall Bishopswood on 
Tuesday 8th July 2008, at 19.30, why not come and join us? 

Barbara Simpson 
Clerk 

Buckland St Mary Toddler Group 
The toddlers have done some interesting sticking, and also some 
painting, quite a lot of which ended up on me! This week we will be 
embarking on Fathers' day cards, hopefully less messy! We will be 
joining the pre-school on our summer outing to the Fun Farm in 
Taunton, where some of us went earlier this year. As I write this, I 
am not sure if we will be running the toddler sessions during the 
school summer holidays, so if you are thinking of coming for the first 
time, please give me quick ring first, I would hate to think of you 
standing outside the village hall with an excited toddler in tow!  

Melanie Tuffill  
01460 234325 
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A.C. POTTER 
 

GENERAL 
BUILDING 

 

HOUSEHOLD 
MAINTENANCE 

 
Telephone: 01823 601405 

 
Mobile: 07970 840173 

 

GRAHAM ROBOTHAM 
 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

FLOOR & WALL TILING 
BLOCK & STONE WALLING 

PATIOS, PONDS & WATER FEATURES 
GARDENING & MAINTENANCE 
HOUSEHOLD MAINTENANCE 

 

FOR A FRIENDLY, RELIABLE SERVICE, CALL GRAHAM ON 
HOME:- 01823 602729 

MOBILE:- 07881 578937 

 

Mark Farmer 
for 

LOCAL PURPOSE-MADE 
HIGH QUALITY 

JOINERY 
 

…..Windows, doors 
 fitted wardrobes etc. 

 

Ullcombe Joinery 
Telephone: 01404 861421 

After 6.00p.m. 
 

when you can’t buy it  
“off the shelf” 

 

Listed properties a speciality 
 

ULLCOMBE JOINERY 

CHURCHINFORD STORES 
& POST OFFICE 

 

Martin & Fay Newman – Tel/Fax: 01823 601220 
 

Newspapers   Magazines    bread & cakes   Confectionary   Greetings Cards 
Off Licence Provisions   Black & White & Colour Photocopy &  Fax  

Receive/Transmit Services 
 

‘SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOP’ 
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Churchstanton  
Parish Council 

How do they do it and why am I always taken by 
surprise? Both rhetorical questions to which I 

should know the answers. First, they (the parishioners) are always 
on the lookout for a contentious planning Application or two and 
second, I (even after all these years) can’t recognise contention 
when it is staring me in the face! 
There were fourteen members of the public in attendance for the 
June Meeting of the Parish Council – far outnumbering the six Coun-
cillors, plus Mr James Maben of the Blackdown Hills AONB and, of 
course, the Clerk. 
James, who is the Access & Interpretation Officer for the AONB, was 
first into the frame to talk about the network of ‘herepaths’ being 
set up in the Hills. They are based on old Saxon trade routes and 
are of a circular nature with links between them and nearby centres 
of population. The main idea being that they can be accessed for 
walking or riding with minimal use of the ubiquitous motor car. Maps 
are available setting out the paths and they will continue to be de-
veloped and improved to provide a valuable asset for both locals and 
visitors. 
Neither SC Cllr Henley nor TDB Cllr Thorne were able to be with us – 
there wouldn’t have been sufficient chairs anyway – but the latter 
had provided a Report on his month’s activities. His Report touched 
on the proposed removal of public telephone boxes; the now li-
censed Buddhafield event at Culmhead; Post Office closures; the 
provision of additional gypsy sites in Taunton Deane; Affordable 
Housing; the AONB’s new website and the culmination of the Task & 
Finish Group’s work. 
Community Time occupied a great deal more time than usual as pa-
rishioners took advantage of the opportunity to give the Council the 
benefit of its knowledge. Concern was expressed over the (empty) 
articulated lorries passing through the centre of Churchinford on 
their way to the poultry unit at the top of Church Road. When load-
ed, it would appear that they leave via the Smeatharpe Road. Unfor-
tunately, the drivers don’t seem to be able to work out that they 
could come in that way and save themselves – and others – a great 
deal of grief. Comment was then made about TDBC’s promise to col-
lect more items such as plastics and cardboard at the kerbside and it 
was noted that such a scheme is currently being ‘rolled out’ in other 
parts of the Borough – no doubt our turn will come! We then moved 
on to the bit that everyone was waiting for (?), a few apposite com-
ments on planning matters – and, boy, does it matter!?! The first 
Application to be discussed related to the retention of a mobile 



21 

home, a storage container and access at Timberlands Farm Buildings 
in Biscombe – proposals that seem to have split the population of 
the hamlet right down the middle. Second was the proposal to erect 
a holiday chalet at Pear Tree Cottage, Stapley – another Application 
that seems to have set neighbour against neighbour on what Sta-
pley needs or does not need. Still on Community Time was a Neigh-
bourhood Watch report indicating that, in the past month, reported 
incidents have increased by 300%. They did start from a base of 
one reported incident during the previous month but it is a step in 
the wrong direction. And, last but not least, was a report on pro-
gress being made on setting up a new Village Shop in Churchinford. 
After a great deal of Committee discussion, it was decided that the 
barn in the entrance to the Village Hall car park was the ideal loca-
tion for our Village Shop. Negotiations have been entered into and 
you will be hearing all about it at the beginning of July. There will 
also be a questionnaire asking how you are going to contribute – in 
cash or kind or, preferably, both. Remember, it is going to be your 
Village Shop. 
Right, now onto Matters Arising – the Buddhafield event is now li-
censed and will take place but with added conditions; motor sport at 
Smeatharpe continues in its various forms; the Government Inspec-
tor has decided that Footpath T6/30 should be diverted; the state of 
local hedges and walls will continue to be monitored and the cycle 
route to Churchstanton School will soon be signposted. It should be 
noted by all concerned that the official route out of Churchinford is 
via Church Road not via Red Lane. 
One would have thought that Planning had already been ‘done to 
death’ but not a bit of it. The aforementioned chalet received anoth-
er lengthy airing before the Council decided to oppose the Applica-
tion – by a three to two vote. The retention of various things in Bis-
combe would not be opposed provided that a promised and accepta-
ble ‘agricultural assessment’ was forthcoming and that, in the event 
of consent being granted, SCC’s demands with regard to the access 
are fully met. A request for a farm shop at Kedget Barton was quick-
ly approved and consent for work at Martins Court and at Stone-Lea 
was noted. The fact that there is to be an appeal against a decision 
at Hunters Lodge Barn was also noted.  
Correspondence was mainly of the ‘noted’ variety although another 
gem from SCC about footpath clearance raised some interest. Mainly 
the interest was to say thank you to Michael Pick for his sterling 
work on clearing the paths and on keeping SCC at bay! A note on 
what hours our national bodies think Clerks should work/be paid for 
seems to indicate that they are, more or less, in step with 
Churchstanton Parish Council! 
Finances are looking good, three cheques were signed and it was 
noted that the debris spread all over our roads during recent storms 
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is still there. 
The Chairman endeavoured to close the Meeting at 9.25 pm but this 
just left time, before the portcullis came down, for Cllr Berry to con-
gratulate the Chairman (and his lady wife) on a splendid display at 
Beech Hayes on the recent Farm Sunday. His Chairmanship thanked 
Cllr Berry and said the event had raised £475.00+ for the Black-
down Support Group (for which the BSG is incredibly grateful – B 
Simpson, Chairman, Blackdown Support Group!) 

     Brian Simpson 
Clerk to the Council 

NB the above comments represent the Clerk’s views on the Meeting 
– they are not the Minutes of the Meeting! 

BLACKDOWN HILLS  
GOLDEN AGE CLUB 

The Bring and Buy Sale on the 28th of May in aid of the Strawberry 
Tea and the Summer Lunch was perhaps not as well supported as 
on some previous occasions but the end result was quite satisfactory 
as regards the amount of money raised although this may well owe 
a good deal to the level of donations, as under.  
Overall sales from the various stalls amounted to £141.40 and these 
were augmented by sums of £51.47 received by way of sales of 
books at Dorothy Feahan’s Farm Shop at Highlands, Smeatharpe 
and a further £35 from donations by members and others, making 
£227.87 in all. Thanks are due to all stallholders and other helpers 
as well as to those who patronised the event so generously.  
On the 10th of June, we were treated to a presentation by Mrs Anna 
Sutherland on a subject dear to the hearts of many of the ladies 
present - and perhaps one or two of the men too - namely ‘A woman 
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CHURCHINFORD PRE-SCHOOL AND 
DAYCARE 

We are proud to offer: 
 

 
 

Caring and experienced staff 
Bright and inviting premises 
Happy, lively environment 

Large secure outside play area 
Flexible sessions 

We are open 9-3 daily during term time for 2 year olds and above 
For our prospectus, please telephone: 

Kate Burns on 07815 440757 or visit us at the rear of Churchinford 
Village Hall. 

www.churchinfordchildcare.co.uk 

DAVID GARROD 
 

QUALITY CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
 

Cupboards, Kitchen cabinets, 
Wardrobes, Shelving, Doors etc. 

 

Tel/Fax 01404 890135 
Dunkeswell, Honiton, EX14 4QH 
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Exclusive,  
contemporary range       

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 
 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 

Exclusive,  
contemporary range       

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 

 
 

HEATHFIELD 
GARDEN 

CONTRACTORS 
 

General & Heavy Garden 
Work 

Garden Clearance & all 
Groundworks 

Garden Landscaping, 
Rockeries, Pools, Lawns,  
Patios, Drives & Pathways 

 

Post & Rail & Stock Fencing 
 

Mini Digger Hire 
 

JR HAWKER 
Tel.: 01823 680713 (Home) 

07989 549021 (Mobile) 

Free Quotations 

HEMYOCK VETERINARY SURGERY 
 

29A STATION ROAD, HEMYOCK (Just below the Spar) 
 

A mixed practice, providing friendly advice and service to all sectors 
of the community, from hammy hamsters to prize dairy herds. 

 
We are here to help. 

 
SURGERY TIMES 

 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 4.00 PM - 6.00 PM 

TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY 10.00 AM - 10.30 AM 
AND 4.00- 6.00 PM 

 
For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, 

please call (01404) 42750 or (01823) 681067 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
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of a certain age’. This talk was highly amusing and entertaining, 
starting as it did with ladies of around 30 and progressing to age 90. 
At 30, we feel that we are wise and experienced, stylish and sophis-
ticated - definitely in control!  
However, by the 40s and 50s, we are not quite as witty and stylish 
and, as we know, after 50 we can expect everything to ‘go south’ 
and not merely for the winter and at this time, a few ‘senior mo-
ments’ start to make their appearance. By this time, the men in our 
lives can often be rather taking us for granted as Anna ably demon-
strated by the telling of one story - whether true or not I’m not too 
sure - but I am sure most of us can relate to it in at least some as-
pects:-  
Charlie became redundant and took early retirement as a result of 
which his wife went back to work to help out with the finances. 
Charlie really enjoyed his retirement - golf, fishing, cricket, etc. - 
and he try really hard not to complain when he had to wait for his 
dinner. The ironing seemed not to be done as quickly as before and 
he even had to remind her that the lawn needed mowing!  
Charlie eventually died and a couple of months later, his wife was 
acquitted of the charge of having murdered him. Not a happy tale 
but one that had us all laughing (there but for… Anna's message 
to all we seniors was to remind us that on all our memorials sheets 
there are two dates separated by a dash. That dash represents our 
lives. If there are things we still dream of doing, then go and do 
them and, most of all, enjoy every day to the best of our ability.  

Christine Panton 

Otterford Parish Hall AGM 
The meeting was held on Tuesday 20th May commencing at 7.30 
p.m. The Chairman Cliff Wright welcomed everyone present. Apolo-
gies were received from Sylvia Cottey. 
The minutes from the last A.G.M., which was held on the 22nd May 
2007, were then read. Laurie Wright then took over the Chair for the 
A.G.M. 
Cliff Wright gave his report. He paid respect to Frank and Diana 
Aplin, both had recently died. Frank was chairman of the hall for 
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many years, and both Frank and Diana had devoted many years to 
the hall, and helped to fundraise for the new hall.  Frank, together 
with the late Frank Board opened the new hall on October 11th, 
1997. 
Cliff went on to thank the hall committee for all their hard work over 
the past year.  He mentioned the very successful soup and pudding 
evening, which was organised by the committee, guests were invit-
ed to sample many different soups and sweets, the evening was 
held to thank everyone for their support to events held in the hall.  
During the evening a draw was held when the sum of £258 was 
raised for Multiple Sclerosis, many thanks to everyone who gave a 
prize or supported the draw. 
The Treasurer Cindy Beaumont gave her report, she said bookings 
were up on last year; the whist drives are going from strength to 
strength, also outside bookings for dances. It had been a very suc-
cessful year. 
The committee were then elected en-bloc, and the AGM closed at 
8.30 p.m. 
Cheese and wine was then served by Emma Lupton and Cindy Beau-
mont. After about half an hour, the committee meeting commenced 
with the election of Chairman Cliff Wright, Secretary Tony Beau-
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mont, Treasurer Jean Hine and Booking Clerk Cindy Beaumont. 
Laurie Wright then gave a report on Fire Risks Assessment at the 
hall; new rules and regulations have to be looked into.  The next 
meeting was arranged for Tuesday 26th August 2008. The meeting 
closed at 9.45 p.m. 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
With summer berries in mind I have chosen a simple 
summer pudding that does not require any cooking. 
It will serve 4-6 portions and uses frozen or fresh 
fruits. Served with pouring cream it is very suitable 
for entertaining. 

Ingredients 
1lb/450g summer berries, defrosted if frozen 
4tbs blackcurrant cordial or crème de Cassis 
225g pot of Yeo Valley Organic red fruits compote 
6 slices white bread, crusts cut off (Madeira cake can be used in-
stead) 

Method 
1. Mix first three ingredients and leave for 5-10 minutes. If using 
defrosted fruit, tip in some of the juice too. Meanwhile line a 1.2 litre 
pudding basin with cling film, leaving an overhang. Cut a circle of 
bread to fit the base and quarter the rest. 
2. Drain the juices from the soaked fruit into a bowl, dip the bread 
in until soaked. Layer up the fruit and bread, pour over the remain-
ing juices and cover with the overhang of cling film – weigh down 
with a small plate and a weight .Chill in the fridge until ready to turn 
out. 

Penny 

Did you hear about the karate champion who joined the army? 
The first time he saluted, he nearly killed himself. 
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SEWING MACHINE SERVICING                                   TELEPHONE  - 01823 601465 
DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL                                                           or  01823 601347 
 

IAN HOOPER 
SOUTH WEST REGIONAL SERVICE CENTRE 

 
COME TO THE REAL EXPERTS 

 
ALL MAKES REPAIRED                                                        FULL GUARANTEES 
FREE ESTIMATES                                                                          PROMPT SERVICE 

 

JOHN BOYS 

 

ELECTRICAL 
& 

PLUMBING 
SERVICES 

 

ALL TYPES OF 
INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN 

 

“The Retreat” 
Brimley Hill 

Churchstanton TA3 7QH 
 

Home  – 01823 601146 
   Mobile – 07899 908914 

“Simply Massage” 
with  

Trudi Farmer I.T.E.C. 
Aromatherapist 

 
Stiff neck? 
Aching shoulders? 
Headaches? 
Back pain? 
Anxiety and stress? 

 

Massage relieves tired,    
aching muscles,  releases 

tension and gives a profound 
sense of well-being. 

 

TEL: 01404 861421 
for an appointment   



29 

THE YARTY GARDENING CLUB 
On 15th May, Sue Eland spoke to us about poisonous 
plants. Although a large part of her life was spent in bank-
ing, her interest in plants occurred when she retired early 
and read a book called ‘The Complete Book of Herbs’. She 

decided to delve into the history of how plants, including herbs, had 
been used over the years and discovered some interesting facts. 
Most people realise that wormwood is not a plant to be included in 
one’s diet, but this was not always the case. In 1789, during the 
French Revolution, Dr Pierre Ordinaire crossed the border into Swit-
zerland and decided to make a ‘cure all’ medicine, mixing aniseed, 
fennel, hyssop, lemon balm, roman wormwood and wormwood.   
Eventually, Henri Louis Pernod inherited the recipe and made the 
medicine into an alcoholic drink called Absinthe. People became ad-
dicted and experienced epileptic fits, but this did not deter them. A 
number of well known artists including Vincent Van Gogh, Edward 
Meunier and Picasso painted pictures with Absinthe in them. Oscar 
Wilde drank it in Ireland and Edgar Allan Poe, Jack London and Ern-
est Hemingway all imbibed in America. In 1913 in France, 40 million 
litres of Absinthe were consumed and the authorities were very wor-
ried because of the hallucinogenic side effects of the wormwood. 
Consequently, in 1915 wormwood was taken out of all drinks in 
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France. 
Henbane, which is native to the British Isles, is another plant Sue 
researched. It contains a poisonous substance called hyacine, which 
was used by a doctor to murder his wife. He tried to escape with his 
secretary on the SS Montrose but was caught by the police. The 
doctor was hung in 1912 and his name was Dr Crippen. 
Akee, an evergreen tree native to Southern Africa is another plant to 
be avoided. The whole tree is poisonous except for one very small 
part of the fruit, but at first nobody realised this. Akee became pop-
ular in Jamaica and that country adopted it as its national emblem. 
Deaths occurred, but Jamaica started to export the akee fruits in 
tins to South America until the South Americans realised the reason 
for the deaths that happened and banned the imports. 
Although today, we all know that we should throw away the leaves 
of the rhubarb plant, this was not always the case. Rhubarb first ap-
peared in this country in the 1770s when a Mr Hayward acquired 
some plants from Russia, cultivated a field of rhubarb and sold it for 
medicinal and ornamental purposes. In the early 1800s, we started 
to cook rhubarb leaves as a vegetable and people died. The British 
Medical Journal debated the subject for a number of years, but peo-
ple were still being encouraged to eat the leaves until the First 
World War. 
The coco tree originates from South America and the leaf was sup-
posed to relieve fatigue, allay hunger and thirst, vomiting, nausea, 
muscular aches and make breathing easier at high altitude. The 
leaves were mixed with lime, chewed into a wad and kept inside the 
mouth in the cheek. In the 1500s and 1600s, the Spanish and Por-
tuguese employed Incas and native South Americans to dig for gold 
and kept the natives under control with cocaine, made from these 
leaves. Over the years, leaves from the coco tree have been used as 
a contraceptive, an insecticide and ultimately in Coco-cola. It has 
now been excluded from the ingredients of this popular drink! 
The July meeting is at 7.30 pm on 17th at Buckland St Mary, when 
Gerald Fisher will be speaking about ‘Bees and the Gardener’ and 
the competition is a photo of a bee or bees.   

Jean Watkis 
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Lower Colley Farm, Livery 
Yard 

Friendly, family run yard with owners living on site. 
Outdoor school, all year turnout, secure, well lit yard. 

Part or Full liveries, Schooling or Breaking. 
Does your horse need a holiday? 

 

Contact Carey for details. 
Mobile 07977 545470   Home 01460 234026 

E-mail careycollett@btinternet.com 
Lower Colley Farm, Buckland St Mary, Chard, 

TA20 3QD 
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PENNY PRICE FURNITURE 
 

DESIGNER & MAKER OF HIGH QUALITY FURNITURE 
Individually Designed to Your Specifications 

CONTEMPORARY AND TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
 

Phone 07881 785517 for a chat about your requirements 
or visit our website www.pennypricefurniture.com 

Unit 1c  Chelston Enterprise Centre  Castle Road  Wellington  Somerset TA21 9JQ 

BISHOPSWOOD LADIES  
 

The various groups have been active as usual. The skit-
tlers had enjoyed a ‘Youth versus Experience’ fun match 
and the Bells are practising hard for Milverton in July 

and the beer festival in August. The ramblers were delighted to have 
founder member and leader for many years, Mary Pleeth, walk with 
them for the first time since her hip operations. The walk was a very 
varied one from Beaminster, lead by Linda Gower. 
The coach for the River Exe Cruise on July 4th will leave Bishopswood 
at 5.45.  he cost is £10 for coach and cruise. 
Penny Gale has invited members to a birthday bring and share lunch 
in her garden at 12.30 pm on Friday 8th August. 
The group were sad to learn of the death of Bob Page, husband of 
Betty, a long-time member of our group and the former WI. They 
will cater for his funeral. 
We then enjoyed a very interesting talk by Tony Lister, who for 
years has acted as a sighted guide on holidays for the blind. Each 
blind or partially-sited person is accompanied by their own personal 
guide, who not only looks after their physical safety, but also pro-
vides a running commentary on all they see. This is very rewarding 
but can also be very tiring. Since 1993 Tony has been all over the 
world on these holidays, visiting countries as diverse as Canada, 
Borneo, India, Cuba and Vietnam. 
The evening ended with a chat over tasty refreshments provided by 
Jenny Goddard, Mary Gusterson and Hazel Tucker. 
Councillor Ross Henley will be coming to talk at the next meeting on 
July 3rd. Visitors will be very welcome. 
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Good home produce that  
won’t cost you the earth 

 
Come in, pay us a visit at our new Farm 

Deli at Kedget Barton Farm 
Churchstanton.  

 
From our serve over the counter you can find 

local and European cheeses and meats 
home made products including quiches, pasties 

sausage rolls, scotch eggs, steak pies, chicken pies 
curries, lasagne, chilli, cottage pie 

Salad counter, olives 
Puddings and cakes 

Fresh bread baked daily 
Homebred beef and local free range chickens and eggs 
Orders taken with free delivery within 10 mike radius  

 

See me at Churchinford Village Market every first Saturday in the 
month, Trull Market 3rd Saturday in the month  

or call me with your requirements. 
Also catering for special occasions. 

 
Telephone 01823 601099 or 07989 802042 

www.jacquirees.co.uk 

Farm Deli 
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Phillip Wright 

01460 55703 
incl. evenings & weekends 

computers 

MONKEYPUZZLE 

Professionally qualified 
Computer repair &        

upgrade 
Virus removal &           

prevention 
Home tutoring 

Small business support 
Jargon-free explanations 

Extremely competitive rates - 
please call  

Buckland St Mary Pre-school 
The latest news from the pre-school is that we are now open for a 
full day (9.00am until 2.50pm) on Tuesdays. This, in addition to 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings, means we are open for 
the ‘magic’ 15 hours per week.  
 

For this half term our main themes are going to be weather and the 
seaside, looking at children’s pictures and talking about holidays 
they have been on. We will also be going on our summer trip to the 
Fun Farm with the toddler group, and ending the term with the ted-
dy bears’ picnic and farewell to our leavers. More about that in next 
month’s CBO news.  
 

Last month I omitted to mention that we have also been joined by 
Connor; many apologies to him and his family! On the fund raising 
front, our scavenger hunt is on Sunday 27th July, please see our ad-
vertisement in the pink pages for full details, I’m sure it will be a 
great family event. For further details about the pre-school and our 
opening hours please see our advertisement or ring us on 01460 
234325. 

 Melanie Tuffill 
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RAINFALL REPORT May 2008 
Buckland St Mary reporting Station 

Yet another month of contrasts. The early part was glorious 
and any rain that fell seemed to come outside the ‘working’ 
day! Then, on the night of Saturday 24th – following the Wed-
ding of Mark Fortune and Bella Stewart at Birchwood – the 
deluge began. I think the revellers all managed to be on their 
way home before it began! 

 
Total rainfall for May was 140.2 mm (5.52 ins.) The wettest day was the 
14th with 23.9 mm (0.94 ins.; 17.05% of the total), followed by the 29th with 
20.4 mm (0.80 ins.; 14.55%) and the 25th with 20.2 mm (0.79 ins.; 
14.41%). The 6 days from mid-night on Saturday 24th to the morning of 
Friday 29th accounted for 97.7 mm (3.85 ins.) 69.69% of the month’s total. 

2000: 79.2 mm (3.12 ins.) 
2001: 33.8 mm (1.33 ins.) 
2002: 146.5 mm (5.77 ins.) 

2003: 58.1 mm (2.29 ins.) 
2004: 50.6 mm (1.99 ins.) 
2005: 54.6 mm (2.15 ins.) 

2006: 113.5 mm (4.47 ins.) 
2007: 142.2 mm (5.6 ins.) 

25 YEARS AGO – July 1983 
FIRST AID: The Tuesday evening classes run by the 
Chard Branch of St. John’s Ambulance Association 
have now been completed. Mr. Wheadon of Combe 
St. Nicholas with members of his team gave us 
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Sandringham Conservatories 
With 

Quality Installations 

We are a local family specializing in the design and installation 
of : 
  Custom designed Conservatories (Hardwood/UPVC)  
  Made to measure blinds. 
  Replacement windows- fascias- gutters etc. 
  Eco log Cabins 
  Small Farm Buildings/ Stables etc. 
 

Phone: 
Philip Partridge:       07860 538688 
Jonathan Partridge: 07980 655312 

practical tuition, and we were very lucky to have Doctor Phillips for 
the medical lectures, which he illustrated with slides.  Apart from the 
fact that the evenings really were great fun we all feel much better 
equipped to handle an emergency until the arrival of qualified per-
sons. On the final evening - Our Exam - anxious little groups con-
gregated outside the Village Hall, grabbing each candidate as they 
emerged with ‘What did they ask you?’ ‘What did you have to do?’   
‘I feel sick’ ‘I’ve got shock before the event!’   One, who hadn’t seen 
the arrival of Doctor Michael Glanvill, was completely demoralised by 
the sight of his official uniform-- all silver braid and buttons! Howev-
er - we ALL PASSED - namely: - The Youth Leaders – Ken, Beryl and 
Jenny Gay.  Willie and Jane Orchard. David and Jackie Cobbledick. 
Also - Marion Board, Jill Colledge, Margaret Mear, Dawn Phillips, Val 
Pym. Many thanks to all who gave their time so willingly. 
ILMINSTER MUSIC CLUB is now in full swing. We meet on the third 
Wednesday in the month in St. Mary's Hall, North Street, Ilminster.   
Members 40p, non-members 60p. We now have 55 members, our 
own equipment, and an active Committee. Membership open to eve-
ryone on payment of the annual subscription, of £2.00. Your local 
Member is Mr. W.G.BUTT of Post Office Stores, Buckland St. Mary 
225, who is also Outings Secretary. Dates for your diary:- 
Wednesday, July 20th. A taste of the 18th cent, by Mr. John Bur-
rows. 
Wednesday, August 17th. New releases. Mr. C. Wilson of Bath Place 
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BUCKLAND ST MARY  
PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

Buckland St Mary Parish Council met on 5 June in 
the village hall. Four Parish Councillors, 4 members 

of the public and the clerk was present. 
The financial statements for the month were signed off as correct.   
The planning application for the erection of a double car port and 
toolshed at Rydiness Farm, Hare Lane has been granted permission 
from SSDC.  It was agreed that the clerk writes to Mr Butt regarding 
the possibility of renting out the shop space. 
In correspondence; An email had been received from Mr Richard 
Badman from Churchinford who is the Chairman of the Churchinford 
Community Shop committee asking if whether members of Buckland 
St Mary Parish would be interested in using their shop and if they 
are there is a questionnaire to 
complete. The Parish Council de-
cided the best way to get the 
questionnaire to the people who 
may be interested is to put it on 
the website and then it can be 
sent back to Mr Badman direct. 
Post Office Ltd has written to ad-
vise the Parish Council that from 
25 June the Post Office in Buck-
land St Mary will temporarily 
close, but they are ‘working hard 
to restore services in the area as 
soon as possible’. They are, how-
ever, interested to hear from any-
one from potential retail partners 
interested in running the Post Of-
fice branch on behalf of Post Of-
fice Ltd. Their recruitment number 
is 0845 601 6260.   
There will be a public meeting on 
14 August at 8pm in the vil-
lage hall to discuss the closure of 

Records. 

Churchill & Co 
Chartered Accountants 

Not all  
accountants  
are the same! 
 

Let us lift the burden of financial  
administration with prompt,  
proactive services and expert advice.  
 

- Chartered Accountants  
- Business Advisors 
 
Taunton office 01823 321177  
Honiton office 01404 43360  
Email mail@churchill-co.net 
Web www.churchill-co.net 
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the shop and if anyone is interested in letting out space so the ser-
vice can be run for the community or is prepared to form a commit-
tee and run the shop then please attend the meeting. 
On 24 June there will be a celebration bring and share tea for Bill 
and Mrs Butt and this has been organised by Mrs Bell. The parish 
Council agreed to make a donation up to £50 for any costs incurred. 
The new clerk has decided to resign and will leave on 30th June.  An 
advert has already been placed in the Chard and Ilminster News and 
the Post Office window. 
A couple of names for the new homes in the village have been sug-
gested and these have been passed onto Hastoe Housing Associa-
tion. 
A letter has been received from SSDC advising the Parish Council 
that BT are planning to permanently remove the phone box from 
outside the telephone exchange in the village. 
The clerk has reported (twice) to Wessex Water that the concrete 
water posts have been removed and left behind the bin in the centre 
of the village. 
The meeting closed at 9:14pm. 

1st Buckland St Mary 
Brownies 

Where have all the girls gone 
from the ages 7 – 10 years? 
We are going to have ‘bring a 
friend’ evening as Brownie numbers 

have dwindled so drastically in the past few months. The Guides are 
suffering the same fate at the moment but at least they are joining 
in with the new unit in Ilminster from time to time. 
I can see the rural districts fading out completely in the not too dis-
tant future.  
On a happier note we have been busy with crafts including a Fathers 
Day gift. We took a photo of each Brownie and placed it in a porce-
lain frame that was decorated with glass paints. They have had lots 

 



39 

 

Wilton House 
TAUNTON 

Retirement Home for the Active Elderly 
 

Homely, sociable atmosphere 
Resident staff 

All rooms en-suite 
Telephone and TV points in each room 

Comfortable lounges, dining and TV room 

Adjacent to Vivary Park and close to town centre 
 

Wilton House, Upper High Street, Taunton TA1 3PX 
Telephone: 01823 254339 or 01823 275950 

 

     TEL: 01460 62140 (EVENINGS) OR MOBILE: 07887 572908  

    W INDOW S AND DOORS MADE & FITTED 
KITCHENS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
TIMBER & LAMINATE FLOORS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
W ARDROBES BUILT & FITTED 
ALTERATIONS/REPAIRS “NO JOB TOO SMALL” 
LISTED BUILDING JOINERY W ORK 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY by LANCE WALLIS  

 
FREE ESTIMATES  

&  
ADVICE 
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SARAH HAWKER 
BSc (Hons.) M.Ch.S.S.R.Ch 

 

REGISTERED PODIATRIST 
 

 Gait Analysis 
 Corrective Foot Care 
 Routine Chiropody 

 
Please ring to make an appointment. 
Available evenings and weekends. 

 
Telephone: Hemyock on 

01823 680713 
or 

Clinic Mobile: 07772 914541 

 

 

Technical takedowns 
Crown reductions/ crown lifting 
Pruning and dead wooding 
Tree planting 
Hedge trimming / hedge laying 
Emergency work / 24 hour callout 
NPTC qualified 
FOR SALE Woodchip Mulch 

For free quotations and professional advice 
Please contact Paul Durman: 

Tel: 01823 353302    Mob: 07815 146343 
Email: ashculmetreesurgeons@yahoo.co.uk 

FLEXI-STORE 
 

Secure Containers &  
Free Standing Storage 
Household-Business-

Leisure 
 

01460 234309 
Situated at 

Buckland St. Mary 
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of fun enjoying the outdoors collecting wood for our sausage sizzle 
and playing games along the way. 
If any girl is interested in joining Brownies ages 7 – 10 years, please 
don’t hesitate and contact me with no obligation Sandie Potts 01460 
234514 or email sandiepotts@talktalk.net 
BUCKLAND ST MARY BROWNIES NEED MORE GIRLS TO FEED 
GUIDES 
Anyone interested in Guides to help or join ages from 10 – 14 years 
give Elaine a call on 01460 221797. 

Yarcombe & District  
Young Farmers Club 

Congratulations to William Dyer and Jamie Munt for 
winning scholarships to travel to Austria for one 
week in July with Devon County YFC. They will trav-
el with a group of members from all over Devon 
and will not be let to rest for 1 minute. In order to 

gain the scholarship the members must have undertaken an inter-
view and answered questions on farming and the YFC movement so 
they both must have excelled here!  
Also results for our Show and Sale 2008: 

First Time Exhibitor Ewes & Lambs George Young 
Ewes & Lambs     1st Charlotte Broom 
(Under 19 years old)    2nd Sam Arscott 
     3rd George Young 

Yarcombe Young Farmers are  
bringing a  

Foam Party, disco and  
Tug-of-War competition  

to Upottery on Friday 4th July  
to be at Stevens fields on  
Smeatharpe Aerodrome.  

Any over 18s are welcome to 
attend  

The entrance fee is £6  
per person. 

 
 

A definite date to keep free in 
your diaries is Sunday 27th July   

as we are also holding a car  
Treasure Hunt.  

 
Time is to be confirmed, please  

contact Pamela Rich for  
details 01823 601185 
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Ewes & Lambs     1st John Plenty 
(Over 19 years old)     2nd Duncan Broom 
     3rd Pamela Rich 
Best Presented Pen of Lambs  John Plenty 
Overall Best Pen of Ewes & Lambs John Plenty 
First Time Exhibitor     1st Karen Carter 
for Pet Lambs     2nd Ashley Bond 
     3rd Kelly Patch 
Overall Best Pet Lamb    1st Jess Pearce 
     2nd Jess Pearce 
     3rd Karen Carter 
Best Presented Pet Lamb   Jess Pearce 
Best Pair of Pigs     1st Karen Carter 
     2nd Samuel Parris 
     3rd Pamela Rich 
Best Presented pair of pigs   Karen Carter 

 
Overall Champion of the show  John Plenty (Ewes & Lambs) 
Reserve Champion of the show  Karen Carter (Pair of Pigs) 
Brian Broom kindly came along to one of our meetings to present 
the trophies and prize money. 

Rachael Tucker 
Press Secretary 

 BUCKLAND ST MARY  
FLOWER SHOW 

Venue: Buckland St Mary Village Hall 
Time: Doors open 2.30pm 
Date: 17th August 2008 
Flower Show schedules now available from Ann Ken-

nard at Hillcrest Barn, Buckland St Mary, Chard, TA20 3SN or ask 
any of the other organisers, Barbara Board, Ann Hales, and Sandie 
Potts. Get one today and check out all those photographs or maybe 
a bottle of wine that is looking good. 
Children - why not get those crafty fingers working? Super refresh-
ments and cakes made by our Buckland Ladies. There are many 
classes available to suit everyone. You don’t have to be an Alan 
Titchmarsh or even an Ann Swithinbank to enter!  Come on you 
know you want to! 
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Don’t delay, get one today 

Entries can be delivered by hand or posted to Ann Kennard at 
the above address.  

Churchinford  
Pre-school and Day Care    

We have had a busy time in the garden this term. 
The children have planted beans, potatoes, tomatoes, 

strawberries, sweet corn and courgettes. Thankfully we have had 
some sunshine to help the plants on their way.  
On Thursday 10th July the children will be visiting Holly Bank Nursing 
Home to meet the residents. Donkeys from the Donkey Sanctuary 
will be coming too, so it should be a delightful time for everyone. 
We would like to welcome Reggie and Jaylyn to the pre school, who 
joined us at the beginning of this term.  
I would just like to take this opportunity to thank staff, parents and 
committee members both past and present for all the support pro-
vided over the last eight and a half years. And a huge thank you to 
all the children who have passed through Churchinford pre-school, 
you have provided me with many happy memories!  

Kate Burns 

Interview with Mr & Mrs Butt 
The children of Beech Class at Buckland St Mary School interviewed 
Mr & Mrs Butt at the Buckland St Mary Post Office. The children in-
volved in compiling the questions and conducting the interview were 
Aisling Farrell, Alice Crilly, Andy Davison, Karen Salter and Daniel 
Gigg, they were accompanied by Mrs Burnside. 
How long have you been running the Post Office In Buckland St 
Mary? 
‘We started running the Post office twenty Seven years ago.  Mrs 
Butt was 70 when we began running the Post office.’ 
Has the Post office been passed down the family? 
‘It was once passed down the Every family, but not Jill Every’s fami-
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For more information pop into your local Age Concern at: 

Motor Insurance & Breakdown 

People over 50 
trust Age Concern 

products & services 

Home Insurance Travel Insurance 

Funeral Planning 

Gas & Electricity Supplies 

Age Concern Somerset 
The Market House 

Fore Street 
Taunton, TA1 1JD 

Open Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm 

01823 423496 
 

Please quote ref:ALL700 
Age Concern Enterprises Ltd. (ACEnt) is  
authorised and regulated by the Financial  
Services Authority. If you contact an Age  
Concern office, you will be dealing with an  
Appointed Representative of ACEnt. 

A46V3DEC05-MC213 
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S  
B  C  

A Home From Home 
Luxury heated apartments 
Quiet & Picturesque Rural Setting 
Proprietors Resident 
Inspection Welcome 
Long or Short Term 
Convenient forA303 Road Links 
NO DOGS BOARDED 
Open 9am – 12.30pm – other times by 

appointment 
Proprietor: Angela Pitcher 

Batstone Farm 
Sticklepath 

Combe St. Nicholas 
Somerset TA20 3HL 

Tel: 01460 234574 or 07932 394368 
 

This project is supported under the England Rural Development 
Program by the Department of Environment, Food & Rural Affairs & 
the European Agricultural Guidance & Guarantee Fund. 
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ly. We bought the Post Office in 1981. The Post Office was built in 
1891.’ 
Where would you consider your family home to be? 
Mrs Butt replied, ‘Our home has been here for the past twenty-
seven years. Mr Butt was born in Luton but I was not.’ 
Have rules and regulations or products changed since you moved 
here? 
Mr Butt said ‘lots of changes have taken place with the Post Office.’  
Mrs Butt pointed out that, ‘we couldn’t cook and sell ham any more 
because the washing machine was in the kitchen.’ 
How will not having the post Office change your lifestyle? 
Mrs Butt said, ‘I will not have to get up at 6am in the morning to 
prepare the papers.’  Mr Butt said he also wouldn’t have to get up so 
early in the morning any more. He would miss working with his col-
leagues from the Post Office. 
Have you enjoyed running the Post Office? 
Mr Butt said ‘Yes, very much so.’ 
What have been your favourite memories? 
‘When Mr Fletcher, a previous Headteacher at the school, retired 
and the whole school held a surprise party. I also remember Par-
tridges leaving party. Also, a group of Year 5 pupils used to line up 
next to the wall by the Post Office and ask for sweets.  The children 
asked Mr Butt to put the cost of these on their parents’ bills!’ 
Have you had any other jobs at a local Post office or a public facili-
ty? 
Mr Butt replied, ‘Yes, in a Post Office in Bedfordshire that my father 
owned.’ 
How has the community changed since you have been here? 
Mr Butt stated, ‘It has changed because farming became unpopular, 
when people retired farms were sold off, one of these was South Hill 
farm.’ Mr Butt continued by saying that because the world is chang-
ing people locally will have to return to farming to produce food that 
is becoming scarce, but this will take some time. 
What do you plan to do in your retirement? 
Mr Butt replied, ‘What I plan to do? Enjoy myself, indulge my pas-
sion for music. Turn the Post Office into a music room.  I have lots 
of CDs I have never listened to.’ 
‘What about you?’ Asked Mrs Burnside. 
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‘I won’t be crocheting my dear.  I will listen to my son’s music.  We 
also used to go to concerts; maybe we will do this again.’ 
The children of Beech Class would like to thank Mr and Mrs Butt for 
their time and help in producing this article. We would like to thank 
them for their valuable contribution to village life over the past 
twenty seven years and wish them a happy and fulfilling retirement. 

Churchstanton Church  
Fun and Fundraising 

By the time you read this, we will have held our 
second Scarecrow festival. At the time of writing 
entries have already surpassed those reached at 

this time last year so it seems fair to say that this year’s will be 
even more successful. Hopefully we can include photos of some of 
the entries in next month’s CBO but if you can’t wait, check out the 
benefice website at www.blackdown.org.uk/scarecrow. As ever, our 
thanks go to the wonderful church ladies for all their cups of tea and 
delicious cakes and to everyone who helps make the weekend a suc-
cess, from scarecrow entrants to people who have put up posters to 
those of you who enjoyed traipsing round the countryside spotting 
our creations! 
Not content with resting for a moment, our next event is already 
heavily in the planning. The Burnworthy Fun Day is scheduled for 
Sunday 10th August and we have ordered more of the same weath-
er from last year. Many thanks to the Phillips family for opening 
their house and grounds for our use again this year. Part of the fun 
at Burnworthy includes an outdoor concert on Saturday August 9th 
by the Diamond Dogz. The band already has a large following locally 
and the setting promises to make this a truly exceptional event. 
Oh and I almost forgot Joyce’s coffee morning, to be held on July 
17th. Anyone who has tasted Joyce’s baking knows this will be an 
event to be savoured. See you there! 

Claire Bleloch 
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CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST 
 

STEPHEN WAPLINGTON, 
MSSCh, MBChA. HPC Registered 

 
 

EXPERT FOOTCARE IN YOUR OWN HOME 
AT NO EXTRA COST 

 

For friendly and professional treatment 
please call: 

 

01404 861328 
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Buckland St Mary 
Pre-school 

 
We offer a caring, friendly, happy environment, where your child can play, 

learn  and  socialise. 
We give individual attention and stimulation within the group to encourage            

development at each child’s own pace. 
 

The Pre-school has its own building within the grounds of Buckland St 
Mary Primary school, in which we offer a vast array of toys and equipment.  
We have a quiet book corner, a home corner and an activity area for paint-
ing, cooking etc.  We also have access to the school’s facilities and use their 
hall, outdoor play equipment and safe playground. 
 

We take children from 2.5 - 5 years old. 
We are open Monday 9.00-12.00 Tuesday 9.00-2.50, Wednesday 9.00-12.00 

and Friday 9.00-12.00. 
 

For more information and a prospectus please ring 01460 234303 

SMEATHARPE W.I. 
The June meeting began with a demonstration by Clarins 
Beauty Products of the use of  body essences and facial 
creams, with free samples of various items for the mem-
bers. 
The business part of the meeting was conducted by the 
President, Pam Parry, who began by receiving apologies 

for absence from several stalwart members, including some from 
the Committee,  
A vote was taken on a donation to Denman College towards the new 
Devon bedroom; diaries and calendars were ordered for 2009; a 
new telephone/address list was circulated for alterations and the 
members discussed the venue for the Christmas meal. 
The latest ideas for outings were listed by Ann Salmon, which would 
include garden visits. Three ‘Painting with Lunch’ days were an-
nounced as 21 June at Pear Tree Cottage, Stapley; 12 July at 
Church Farm, Otterford and 9 August at Springdale, Smeatharpe. 
The members congratulated Linda Knowles on becoming a C.B.O. 
bus driver and were informed on the latest developments concerning 
the possible closure of the village shop in Churchinford. 
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Friendly reliable service covering: 
 

 Buildings – Agricultural, Equestrian, Stable 
Blocks, Garden Sheds etc.  

 Fencing – Residential and Agricultural 
 Landscaping – Garden walling, Patios, 
      Decking etc. 
 Hedge Laying, Scrub Clearance, Drainage 
 Lakes, Ponds and Water features 
 

   A wide range of  
   household maintenance 
 

For free estimates contact: 
Russ:  07815 059823 
Billy:  07971 582320 
Tel / Fax: 01823 602711 
Email:  everreadyltd@tiscali.co.uk  

No job is too big or small 

Inside or Out! 
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          Flying Chefs             Heavenly Food  Flying Chefs 
 

Let us do the hard work for you 
 

             corporate events       weddings 
             christenings       funeral teas 
            dinner parties       celebrations 
 

    any occasion catered for 
 

Quality catering at affordable prices 
 

Telephone:01823 331968 or Email: janecollard@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS AND 
ESTATE AGENTS  

Specialising in country and equestrian properties 

If you are thinking of selling and are seeking 
 

Personal service – over 30 years’ experience 
Access to the best buyers worldwide 

with the help of our London office and the internet 
  

you should consult 

PETER RADICE FRICS 
at his Taunton Office on 01823 282890 at 14 The Bridge, Taunton 

or at his home at Churchstanton on 01823 601108 
website: www.peterradice.co.uk   London Office:  17 Hill Street, Mayfair 

W.H. BERRY & SON 
BROOKFIELD, COX’S HILL, CHURCHSTANTON, TAUNTON, TA3 7RL 

Telephone/Fax: Churchstanton (01823) 601386 
Independent Family Funeral Directors for three generations, 

Being established by James Berry in 1906. 
We offer a 24 hour personal and caring service. 

Visits to your home to make arrangements as always. 
The only Funeral Director based in the Blackdown Benefice. 
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Sue Little asked for support for the members who would be entering 
the Race for Life event in Exeter on 20 July. 
The June competition of the prettiest handbag mirror and the Flower 
of the Month were both won by Fleur Layzell. 
A telephone book ‘swop’ was suggested.  Members were asked to 
bring their Devon/Somerset ‘phone books to the next meeting which 
will be on 3 July at the Village Hall in Smeatharpe at 7.30 pm. Mr. P. 
Samways will give a talk on ‘Deer on the Quantocks’. Members and 
visitors will be most welcome. 

Friends of  
Churchstanton School 

Friday June 13th – what a date to choose for a new 
untried event… and what a corker! 
On this auspicious date we held our circus picnic at Brimley Farm, 
home of the Kerr family. Parents, Governors, staff and children 
turned out in force to enjoy the beautiful gardens, listen to live mu-
sic from Ska Bro and perform various circus acts such as unicycle, 
juggling, plate spinning and diabolo. Adults were treated to Otter 
beer and sparkly fizz while the children got through masses of ice 
cream. The weather was particularly kind with grey clouds giving 
way to brilliant sunshine during the course of the evening. 
We must give our thanks to Serena and Phillip for their fantastic 
hospitality – anyone who knows them knows they always do every-
thing with bells on. Philip produced an awesome paella for staff 
members – a real spectacle in the making as well as in the eating! 
People have already requested that this become an annual event – 
perhaps you were a little too good at hosting us, Serena!! 
Things are really hotting up at school now with sports day, The Key 
Stage Two play, ‘Alice in Wonderland’ and various school trips 
planned. Not forgetting that we will shortly be saying goodbye (or at 
least au revoir) to our year sixes as they move on to their secondary 
schools. 
No time for Friends to rest, though. We are planning ahead for the 
School Summer Fête and Dog show, scheduled for September 13th. I 
have a good feeling about the number thirteen now, so put it in your 
diary – it’s going to be brilliant! 
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MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE 
SELF DRIVE OR DRIVER AVAILABLE 

4 BUCKETS - TRAILER - DELIVERY 
HOME EXTENSIONS - DRIVES - GARDEN WALLS 

 
 
 
 

SW  SERVICES LTD 
CHURCHSTANTON 

VERY COMPETETIVE RATES   wpwellsburr@aol.com    CALL 07801 072263 

Claire Bleloch 
Friends of Churchstanton School 

BISHOPSWOOD  
CHAPEL BLOG 

On Sunday morning 1st June, the Chapel was packed to 
capacity with people who had come to support Jackie 
from Bishopswood and to witness her baptism by full im-
mersion. The whole service was charged with poignancy 
and ended with over 40 people staying on for a buffet 
lunch. So what made Jackie, a fifty something, take this very signifi-
cant step?  In her own words, she recounted the spiritual journey 
she had made in the last 4 years, from a curious enquirer about the 
Christian faith to someone deeply convicted about her own un-

worthiness to stand in the presence of a holy God. She 
then referred to the time when she finally understood 
why Jesus had to suffer and die on the cross. ‘He had 
to make us clean,’ she said, ‘we can’t do it on our 
own.’ Eventually, the day came when her desire was 
‘to believe and be baptised’, as the Bible puts it, and as 

Jackie herself put it – ‘I asked Jesus to come into my heart.’ 
Putting our personal trust in the Lord is both an easy and a hard 
thing to do – hard, because we usually think we’re self-sufficient and 
can run our own lives. The following anecdote illustrates this point 
well. A grandfather once wrote… 
When I was young my dad had a team of horses.  One day he said 
to me, ‘Son, would you like to drive?’  I was thrilled to be in control, 
so I took the reins and off we went.   
After a time the pace seemed too slow, so I clucked the horses 
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Marti Spencer M.I.P.T.I. 
 

Holistic Health 
Therapist 

20 years experience 
 

AROMATHERAPY 
STRESS CONTROL 

NUTRITIONAL ADVICE 
 

Buckland St. Mary 
Tel: 01460 234 614 

 

Pure essential oils are 
extracted from various parts 
of flowers, herbs and resins 

and have properties that help 
enhance physical and mental 
wellbeing, activate the body’s 
natural healing process and 

strengthen the immune 
system. 

 

STRESS – Not all stress is  neg-
ative – it can be 

stimulating – but it is 
recognised that in excess it 

can cause:- 
INSOMNIA, FATIGUE, 

DEPRESSION, ANXIETY 
PANIC ATTACKS, MIGRAINES 

DIGESTIVE & 
CARDIOVASCULAR PROBLEMS 

 

A treatment can help relieve 
stress and promote deep 

relaxation 
 

AROMATHERAPY can safely be 
used in conjunction with most 

conventional medical 
treatments 

 
AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 

 
Based in the Blackdown Hills 

 
House and Farm Clearance 

 
Individual or Collective items 

Purchased 
 

Entries for our regular auctions 
welcomed 

 
Mac Davison or Richard Pitcher on 

01460 234793 or 07754 754629 
www.davisonpitcher.co.uk 

 

DAVISON PITCHER 
& ASSOCIATES LTD 

dp 

Digital TV and Satellite 
Specialists 

 

Aerial and Satellite systems 
installed and upgraded. 

Freeview, Sky Digital, Sky TV. 
TV, FM, DAB, Digital, Terrestrial. 

Multipoint viewing. 
 

Free quotation and installation 
advice. 

01823 680190 
07766 522336 



56 

along and they began to trot. Then Babe and Blue came up with a 
better idea – they decided that if they ran we would get home fast-
er. Soon they were running so fast that I concluded we were in a 
dangerous situation. Try as I might to slow 
them down by tugging on the reins, shouting 
and pleading, nothing seemed to work.  
I glanced over at my dad who was just sit-
ting there watching the world go by. By now 
I was frantic! With tears streaming down my face and my hands cut 
from the reins and frozen from the winter cold, I turned to my dad 
in desperation and said, ‘Here dad, you take the reins, I don’t want 
to drive anymore!’  Now that I am older and people call me grandpa, 
I re-enact that scene at least once a day. 
Regardless of how old we get or how capable we think we are, there 
comes a time when we must turn to our Heavenly Father and say, 
‘Here, take the reins, I don’t want to drive anymore.’  And He will, 
but we’ve got to give Him the reins!  When we relinquish control and 
trust the One whose CV is unrivalled, then He can do something with 
us! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Our final CRASH CLUB this summer for children aged between 5 and 
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Oddjobs 
General Household/ Building Repairs 

Plumbing – Heating – Electrical Repairs 
Eg Dripping Taps, Radiator Repairs/Replacement 

Defective Sockets, Power Shower Repairs/
Renewals 

 

Outside Maintenance, Gardening/Fencing. 
Many other tasks undertaken 

No Job Too Small 
Call Edward: Action Line 01460 234339 

No VAT charged on Labour Costs 
Public Liability Cover 

11, takes place at the Chapel on Saturday 5th July between 10.30 
am and 12 noon. All children are welcome to attend this craft activi-
ties club. 
Finally, COFFEE AND CHAT continues at the chapel every Wednes-
day morning between 10.30 am and 12 noon during the months of 
June, July and August. Everyone is welcome to drop in to meet 

friends and make new ones. Greetings cards, notelets 
and Traidcraft biscuits are also on sale or you can bor-
row a book, cassette, DVD or Video from the Chapel 
‘library’. 

God bless you all,  
Brian and Kath 
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Kids Cookery Corner 
This month at Churchstanton School Let’s Get 
cooking club we have been making dishes with 
our year five and six children (10 and 11 year 

olds in old money!!). 
We were very pleased to see that a lot of them have already cooked 
at home and had acquired some very useful skills! On that basis we 
set them up with tables, all the necessary equipment and ingredi-
ents then sat back with a G and T while they got on with it… But se-
riously, we were very impressed with our budding chefs who pro-
duced some very appetising and delicious dishes. Well done to you 
all. 
We finished our sessions with a Mixed Berry Pie which was very 
sweet and absolutely ideal for this time of year, with the abundance 
of soft fruits. I never thought I would say this, but even I went easy 
on the clotted cream as I didn’t want to cover the taste of the fruit! 
Enjoy! 

Mixed Berry Pie 
Ingredients 
Method 
Mix the dry ingredients 

Mix together flour, sugar and salt 
Make the pastry 
Cut the butter into the flour (mix in with fingertips) until looks like 
coarse crumbs. Drizzle cold water over the crumbs and stir gently 
with a wooden spoon. 
Shape the pastry 

Pastry 
Plain flour  355g 
Sugar 2tbsp 
Salt  ½ tsp 
Very cold unsalted 
butter 170g cut 
into chunks 
Very cold water 
120 ml 

Filling 
Mixed berries 680g such a 
blackberries, strawberries, 
blueberries 
Sugar 150g 
Corn flour 30g 
Salt ¼ tsp 
Ground cinnamon 1 pinch 
Ground nutmeg 1 pinch 
Vanilla essence ½ tsp 

Topping 
Large egg—beaten 
Sugar 2tbsps 
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Put crumbs on the work surface and work together with hands into a 
lump. Divide in half. Refrigerate each half until well chilled if you 
have the time. 
Make the filling 
Hull the strawberries with a sharp knife. Cut in half lengthwise. In a 
large bowl, using a wooden spoon, stir together the berries, sugar, 
corn flour, salt cinnamon nutmeg and vanilla. Set aside. Preheat ov-
en to 200oC. 
Roll out the dough 
Sprinkle the work surface with flour. Take one half of the dough and 
put on the surface. Sprinkle with a little more flour. Roll out until 
about 3mm thick. Stop a few times to lift and turn the dough so that 
it becomes a circle. It should be about 35 cm across when you have 
finished. 

(continues on next page) 
Line the dish with the dough 
Loosely roll the dough around the rolling pin. Lift the rolling pin over 
the pie dish and slowly unroll the dough into the dish. It will hang 
over the edges. Gently press the dough into the dish with your fin-
ger tips. 
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Cut out the lattice strips 
Sprinkle flour on surface. Take the second half of dough and place 
on the work surface. Sprinkle with a little more flour. 
Roll out the dough as you did before until you have a rectangle 23 
by 35cm. Cut 8 strips each about 35cm long and 2½ cm wide. 
Lay the strips across the filling  
Stir the pie filling and pile into the dish. Lay four of the strips hori-
zontally across the pie. 
Finish the lattice top 
Lay the four remaining strips vertically across the pie, over the bot-
tom strips. Cut away the extra dough with a sharp knife, leaving a 
2.5cm overhang. Fold the overhang under itself so that it rests on 
the rim of the dish. 
Crimp the edge and bake 
Crimp the edge of the pie with a fork by pressing the tines of the 
fork gently around the border. 
Use the pastry brush to brush the lattice strips and crimped border 
with egg. Sprinkle the top with sugar. 
Put the pie on a baking sheet, put in the oven and bake for 50 
minutes, until the crust is golden brown and the berry juices are 
bubbling. 

 
The Computer  

Swallowed Grandma 
Yes, honestly it’s true. 

She pressed ‘control and enter’ 
And disappeared from view. 

 
It devoured her completely; 
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      RUTH & NICK STRANGE 

Telephone: 01823 601565 
Email: beechhayes@aol.com 

HOME OF THE BLACKDOWN BANGER. 
GLOUCESTER OLD SPOT PORK. 

NATIVE BREED GRASS FED BEEF. 
HOME BRED, GRASS FED LAMB & MUTTON. 

FREE RANGE HEN, DUCK & GOOSE EGGS. 
CHRISTMAS POULTRY IN SEASON. 

See us in Churchinford Village Market on the first Saturday 
in every month & Churchinford ‘Square’ on all other 

Saturday mornings. 

The thought of it made me squirm. 
She must have caught a virus 

Or been eaten by a worm. 
 

I’ve searched through the ‘recycle bin’ 
And files of every kind. 

I’ve even used the Internet 
but nothing did I find. 

 
In desperation, I asked ‘Jeeves’ 

My searches to refine. 
The reply from him was negative: 

Not a thing was found online. 
 

So if inside your ‘inbox’ 
My grandma you should see, 

Please copy, scan and paste her and send 
her back to me. 
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5 3 1 

4 7 8 

2 9 6 

8 4 2 

6 9 3 

1 7 5 

7 6 9 

2 5 1 

8 3 4 

6 5 3 

9 1 2 

8 4 7 

2 8 1 

4 5 7 

9 3 6 

4 9 7 

3 8 6 

1 2 5 

3 6 5 

7 2 9 

1 8 4 

7 1 8 

3 6 4 

5 2 9 

9 4 2 

5 1 8 

6 7 3 

Otterford Church 100 Club 
Winners May 2008 

Gari Hawkes  90 £20 

Helen Molton  42 £15 

Mrs J Maddren  54 £10 

Marilyn Webster  43 £5 

Buckland St. Mary Church 100+ Club  

Winners for the Month of May 2008 
  Amount  Number  Name of Winner 
   1st Prize - £20.00  8  Susan Micklem 
   2nd Prize - £15.00  41  John Brooks 
   3rd Prize - £10.00  96  Eileen Kennedy 
   4th Prize - £5.00  31  Caroline Drew 
Drawn by Mrs. Marjorie Butt or Mr. William Butt     
  at Buckland St. Mary Post Office in the last week of the Month.   

Here is the solution to last month’s Sudoku 



63 

ENDPIECE 
 
A farmer stopped by the local mechanic shop to have his pickup 
fixed. They couldn’t do it while he waited, so he said he didn’t live 
far and would just walk home. 
 
On the way home he stopped at the country store and bought a 
bucket and a five litre tin of paint. He then stopped by the feed store 
and picked up a couple of chickens and a goose. However, strug-
gling outside the store he now had a problem - how to carry all his 
purchases home. 
 
While he was scratching his head he was approached by a little 
old lady who told him she was lost. She asked, ‘Can you tell me how 
to get to Mockingbird Cottage?’ 
 
The farmer said, ‘Well, as a matter of fact, my farm is very close 
to that house I would walk you there but I can’t carry this lot.’ 
 
The old lady suggested, ‘Why don't you put the can of paint in the 
bucket. Carry the bucket in one hand, put a chicken under each arm 
and carry the goose in your other hand?’ 
 
‘Why thank you very much,’ he said and proceeded to walk the old 
girl home. 
 
On the way he says, ‘Let's take my short cut and go down this al-
ley. We’ll be there in no time.’ 
 
The little old lady looked him over cautiously then said, ‘I am 
a lonely widow without a husband to defend me. How do I know that 
when we get in the alley you won’t take advantage of me?’ 
 
The farmer said, ‘Dear lady! I’m carrying a bucket, a large tin 
of paint, two chickens, and a goose. How in the world could I possi-
bly do that?’ 
 
The old lady replied, ‘Set the goose down, cover him with the buck-
et,  put the paint on top of the bucket, and I’ll hold the chickens…’ 
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PLEASE MENTION CBO NEWS WHEN CONTACTING 
ADVERTISERS -THANK YOU. 

INDEX OF REGULAR COMMERCIAL ADVERTISERS 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE   COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE 

Aerial Erector 7  Garden Contractor 47 

Age Concern 21  Garden Design & Maintenance 57 
Arboriculture/Estate Management 32  Garden Machinery Service & Repair 2 
Aromatherapy  41  Garden Machinery Sales & Service 30 
Auctioneer & Valuer 27  Garden Maintenance 29 
Bed & Breakfast - Stapley 14  Gardening Services 10 
   Handyman 9 
Builder - General 7  Household Helper 37 
Builder - Rural, listed, Eco 29  Joinery 56 
Builders & Carpenters 47  Joinery 54 
Building & Construction 54  Kitchens, Bathrooms and Accessories 55 
Carpentry/Joinery 13  Land Management 47 
Carpentry/Joinery 14  Livery Stables 17 
Carpenter/Kitchen fitter 53  Logs for Sale 16 
Catering 28  Massage 10 
Catering 45  Mini Digger Hire 42 
Cattery 37  Odd Jobs/Handyman 27 
Chartered Surveyor 38  Painter & Decorator 16 
Chiropodist/Podiatrist 49  Photographer 34 
Computer Repairs & Services 50  Planning Apps. Draughtswoman 16 
Computer Repairs & Services 56  Plumbing Services 10 
Conservatory Installation 22  Podiatrist 22 
Construction 15  Post Office & General Store - Churchinford 40 
Driving School 12  Pre-School - Buckland St. Mary 31 
Driving School 50  Pre-School & Day Care Churchinford 6 
Electrical Services 10  Property Maintenance 54 
Electrician 53  Retirement Home 25 
Estate Agents 38  Self Catering Accommodation 19 
Farm Meats 43  Sewing Machine Service 2 
Fencing 29  Steam Cleaning (Domestic) 39 
Forestry Services 33  Storage-Secure containers 27 
Funeral Directors 30  Toddler Group BSM 49 
Furniture Maker & Joinery 44  Tree Surgeon 2 
Furniture Designer & Manufacture 18  Tree Surgeon 24 
Furniture Manufacturer 10  Veterinary Surgeon 9 
     



For routine or non urgent matters you may contact 
 
 
 

Churchstanton & Otterford Community Beat Officer: PC MARIA JENNINGS 
PC Maria Jennings’ email: ssntauntonrural@avonandsomersetpolice.uk  

 

Buckland St. Mary Community Beat Officer: PC MARK EDGINGTON 
PC Mark Edgington’s email– mark.edgington@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 

 

Sgt Andy Lloyd - andy.lloyd@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk  

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES: 
FIRE, POLICE, AMBULANCE:  999. 

 

IF YOU SEE A CRIME BEING COMMITTED OR WISH TO    
REPORT A CRIME WHICH HAS BEEN COMMITTED &/OR 
YOU NEED A CRIME  NUMBER TO SATISFY AN INSUR-

ANCE CLAIM, TELEPHONE 
CRIME REPORTING: 0845 456 7000 

THE BLACKDOWN PRACTICE 
Opening Times. 

 

   Hemyock           Churchinford  Dunkeswell   

Monday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  3.00 -   6.00 
 

Tuesday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  4.00 -   6.00 
 

Wednesday:  8.30 - 1.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
   2.00 - 6.00     3.30 -   6.00 
 

Thursday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

Friday:   8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

NB  Hemyock surgery - EMERGENCIES ONLY Saturdays 9.00 - 11.00am. 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

HEMYOCK:    Appointments & enquiries  01823 680206 
    Dispensary     01823 680007 
    Fax. (Repeat prescriptions)  01823 680680 

CHURCHINFORD:  Appointments & enquiries  01823 681700 

DUNKESWELL:  Appointments & Dispensary  01823 681720 
 

BLACKDOWN SUPPORT GROUP: Barbara Starkiss  01823 681036 
 

HOSPITALS:   MUSGROVE PARK   01823 333444 
    CHARD & DISTRICT   01460 63175 
    HONITON & DISTRICT  01404 42362 
    ST. MARGARET’S HOSPICE 01823 259394 



Useful Phone Numbers 
 

Please contact us if you have any phone number changes or  
additions  you would like us to consider making to this list.  Thank you. 

 

Churchstanton 
Taunton Deane Borough Councillor – John Thorne    01823 663146 
            email. Cllr.j.thorne@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
               Blogsite  www.johnthorne.blogspot.com 
Chair of the Parish Council - Nick Strange     01823 601565 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Brian Simpson     01823 601694 
Village Hall bookings - Sylvia Pike      01823 601236 
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris    01823 421395 
Churchstanton Primary School - Head Teacher: Simon Mills   01823 601354 
Neighbourhood Watch - Richard Badman     01823 601264 
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper      01823 601347 
 

Buckland St Mary: www.buckland-st-mary.co.uk 
South Somerset District Councillor – Ros Roderigo    01460 62081 
           email ros.roderigo@southsomerset.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Josephine Salter     01460 234703 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Gill Horner     01460 234256 
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board      01460 234200 
Neighbourhood Watch - Jean & Chris Watkis     01460 234226 
Buckland St Mary Primary School:  Head Teacher - Simon Billington  01460 234251 
Tower Captain - Keith Every       01460 234620 
Churchwarden - Ian Cumming       01460 234460 
 

Otterford 
TD Borough Councillor John Thorne. See entry in Churchstanton section above. 
Chair of the Parish Council - Rosemary Viant        01460 234734 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Barbara Simpson     01823 601694 
(Please leave a message if Barbara’s answerphone is on during the day) 
Village Hall bookings - Cindy Beaumont      01460 234351  
Neighbourhood Watch - Peter Naylor      01823 601106 
Churchwarden - David Ruthven      01823 601455 
 

General 
CBO Community Bus Booking - Mike Weir     01823 601333 
Somerset County Councillor - Ross Henley     01823 665988 
Bishopswood Chapel - Pastor Brian Chaplain     01460 234748 
Rector - Revd. Sue Green   email: suegreen@summit.me.uk 01823 421232 
Assistant Priest: Revd. Doris Goddard      01823 601594 
Blackdown Hills AONB - Corinne Matthews     01823 680682 
TDBC Health Response Unit       01823 356337 
Wessex Water         0845 600 4 600 
Bristol Water         0800 373501 
 

NB: For Blackdown Medical Practice information (including the Support Group),    
hospital, Police emergency telephone number and Community Beat Officer’s contact 
details for routine or non urgent matters please see overleaf. 


