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EDITORIAL 
 
At last the weather has improved and one might have some confi-
dence that summer has finally arrived with the June Newsletter. As 
we drive around the hills there are already spectacular gardens to 
be seen from the roadside wherever you go. 
 
This month’s Newsletter is packed again with items which demon-
strate to everyone the busy and vibrant life of the Blackdown Hills. 
We are very grateful to all the contributors who provide the monthly 
reports and articles. A big ‘thank you’ to all the people who have of-
fered very helpful and constructive comments about the Newsletter 
over the past months. We have tried several new ideas since we 
took over the editorship and what is clear is that people enjoy the 
Newsletter and look to it to provide local news and often a welcome 
relief from the national issues which generally bombard us in the 
media. Please keep the articles flowing. 
 
This month sees another seasonal recipe from Penny together with 
two lots of school cooking though we might not all be brave enough 
to make our own sausages. 
 
The demise of village shops is a sad aspect of life in the 21st century 
but we await with interest more news from Churchinford on the 
planned community shop and note with regret that the Buckland St 
Mary Post Office and Village Stores will be closing at the end of 
June. We wish the Butts a very happy retirement after their 27 
years serving the community in their own very special way. 
 
No article from Molly Coddle this month – perhaps she did set off 
with her free bus pass – yet there is something vaguely familiar 
about the Endpiece…  
 
Our thanks again to all our contributors and our hope that everyone 
will have a warm and sunny June. 

David Bleloch & Jon Mayled  

While the editors welcome material for publication in the ‘CBO News’, they do not guarantee that any item will be included or will 
appear in a particular edition.  They reserve the right to edit or shorten any items which are used.  Publication is in good faith and 
does not imply accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed. 

 

DEADLINE DATE 

Edition Closing date 
July Fri 13 June 
August Fri 11 July 
September Wed 13 August 
October Fri 12 September 
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SEWING MACHINE SERVICING                                   TELEPHONE  - 01823 601465 
DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL                                                           or  01823 601347 
 

IAN HOOPER 
SOUTH WEST REGIONAL SERVICE CENTRE 

 
COME TO THE REAL EXPERTS 

 
ALL MAKES REPAIRED                                                        FULL GUARANTEES 
FREE ESTIMATES                                                                          PROMPT SERVICE 
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THINKING ALOUD … 
 
Thoughts from the Blackdown Benefice Churches 
www.blackdown.org.uk 
 
 

Most of us aren’t very good at change. In most areas, we resist 
changing things. We are comfortable with the familiar, with knowing 
how things work and where they are. ‘If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it’, 
we say. Perhaps we are influenced – unduly influenced – by the 
words of that gloomy Victorian hymn, ‘Change and decay in all 
around I see’. Change, in our minds, becomes inextricably linked 
with loss and deterioration, rather than with progress and improve-
ment. 

Of course it need not be like that. There are many good and positive 
changes – marriage, the birth of a child, the beginning of a new 
friendship or, more mundanely, a shiny new car or a flat screen tele-
vision. 

Mostly change – whether outside our control or something we have 
chosen – is a mixture of loss and new beginnings. In order to take 
on something new – house, job, relationship, activity – we will al-
most certainly have to sacrifice something else. There will be some 
heart-wrenching as we say goodbye to a place, as we loosen ties 
with a friend, as our lives, circumstances and surroundings change. 
But there will also be the excitement of something new: new faces, 
new vistas, new opportunities. 

As we hear and read the Bible, day by day, Sunday by Sunday, we 
become aware that, as God speaks to his people, it is usually to ask 
them to leave the shelter of the known and to venture out into un-
certain places. The only constant in all this is God’s presence, as he 
promises that he will always be there with us. 

The Chines pictogram for change is made by putting together the 
signs of ‘Danger’ and ‘Opportunity’. Which do you see when the pos-
sibility of change appears on your horizon? 

Sue Green 
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CHURCH SERVICES – June – 2008 
  

   
1 June 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 2 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Otterford Morning Worship 
 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
 
8 June 0800 Corfe Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 3 1030 Birchwood Holy Communion (BCP) 
 1030 Churchstanton Morning Worship (CW) 
 1030 Otterford Family Service 
 1030 Pitminster Holy Communion (CW) 
 1800 Buckland St Mary Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 1830 Corfe Compline (CW) 
  
15 June 0830 Pitminster Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 4 1030 Churchstanton Family Service 
 1030 Corfe Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Morning Worship (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (CW) (Sunday School) 
 1830 Otterford Compline (CW) 
 
22 June 0830 Churchstanton Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 5 1030 Otterford Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Pitminster Public Worship - Communion by Extension (CW) 
 1100 Buckland St Mary Family Service 
 1830 Corfe Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 
29 June 1030 Churchstanton United Holy Communion (CW) 
St Peter & St Paul 
 
6 July 0830 Buckland St Mary Holy Communion (BCP) 
Trinity 7 1030 Churchstanton Holy Communion (CW) 
 1030 Corfe Morning Prayer and Communion by Extension (BCP) 
 1030 Pitminster Family Service 
  
Readers and Sidesmen for Buckland St Mary and Birchwood 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
1 June 0830 Jean Watkis Rom 1:16-17 & 3:21-26  Gordon Board 
  Vicki Bell Matthew 7:21-end Ann Hales 
8 June 1030 Claudine Tyson Romans 4:13-end Vicki Bell 
  Peter Naylor Matt 9:9-13, 18-26 
 1800 Andrew Bell Hosea 5:15-6:6 Ian Cumming 
  Ian Cumming Matt 9:9-13, 18-26  
15 June 1100 Bill Butt Romans 5:1-8 Ian Cumming 
  Roy Harkness Matt 9:35-10:8 William Kennard 
22 June 1100 Mac Davison  Jeremiah 20:7–13 Gordon Board 
  Barbara Board Matthew 10:24-39 Bill Butt 
6 July 0830 Jean Hine Rom 7:15-25a 
  Pam Hull Matt 11:16-19,25-end 
Readers for Otterford 
  Readers 
1 June 1030 David Ruthven Deut 11:18-21,26-28 
  Penny Gale Matthew 7:21-end 
8 June 1030 John Gale Hosea 5:15-6:6  
  David Bleloch Matt 9:9-13, 18-26 
22 June 1030 Janet Grabham Jeremiah 20:7–13  
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SERVICES AT BISHOPSWOOD CHAPEL 
Family Worship     
 10.30 am - 11.15 am  
Refreshments     
 11.15 am onwards 
Communion + Evening Service    6.30 pm - 7.45 
pm 

  Jean Hine Matthew 10:24-39  
  
Readers and Sidesmen for Churchstanton 
  Readers  Sidesmen 
1 June 1030 Joyce Lockyer Deut 11:18-21,26-28 Claudia Gill 
  Bill Morris Matthew 7:21-end 
8 June 1030 Charlotte Gill Hosea 5:15-6:6 Stephen Higgs 
  Daphne Morris Matt 9:9-13, 18-26 
15 June 1030 David Bleloch Exodus 19:2-8a Geoffrey Berry 
  Claire Bleloch Matt 9:35-10:8  
22 June  0830 Michael Sheard Jeremiah 20:7–13 Alice Hodges 

  Peter Gill Matthew 10:24-39  
29 June 1030 Gill Dennis Acts 12:1-11 Sylvia Pike 
  Sandra Aldworth 2 Timothy 4:6-8,17,18  
  Christine Bradbeer Matthew 16:13-19 
6 July 1030 Shirley Hooper Zechariah 9:9-12 Shirley Hooper 
  David Dobinson Matt 11:16-19,25-end 

BLACKDOWN HILLS WALKING GROUP 
Membership of the group has steadily increased to around 70 since 
inauguration in May 2006. During the first year 11 walks took place 
in and around the Blackdown Hills and increased to 14 walks last 
year. So far this year the number of people on each walk has varied 
between 6 to 12.   
For 2008 the programme contains 18 walks varying from 3 to 4 
miles and up to 8 miles. Therefore some take only half a day and 
others a whole day with a stop for a picnic lunch. About half of the 
walks are at the weekend, on a Saturday, and the others mid-week, 
the actual day being variable. During the summer 2 short evening 
walks have been planned to finish up at a pub for a drink or refresh-
ments. Another treat will be a coastal walk from Sea Town car park 
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CHURCHINFORD PRE-SCHOOL AND 
DAYCARE 

We are proud to offer: 
 

 
 

Caring and experienced staff 
Bright and inviting premises 
Happy, lively environment 

Large secure outside play area 
Flexible sessions 

We are open 9-3 daily during term time for 2 year olds and above 
For our prospectus, please telephone: 

Kate Burns on 07815 440757 or visit us at the rear of Churchinford 
Village Hall. 

www.churchinfordchildcare.co.uk 

with a climb up onto Golden Cap. This will be on Saturday June, 
21st, and also finish at a nearby hostelry. 
Depending on the preference of the walk leader dogs are sometimes 
welcome, but this detail is printed on the programme. This also 
gives details of the walk leader, the starting point, and an indication 
of the type of walk and difficulties that may be encountered, e.g. 
steep hills or muddy sections. The group’s walks are also advertised 
in the Blackdown Hills Rural Partnership “ Events” booklet. 
You can join the group for a modest annual subscription of £5 per 
person or, as a visitor, for a cost of £3 per walk. If you are interest-
ed in joining, or would like to give it a try as a visitor, please get in 
touch with Gill Thomas on 01404 861406 

 

The things that come to those that wait may be the things left by 
those who got there first. 
 
Torch: A case for holding dead batteries. 
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A.C. POTTER 
 

GENERAL 
BUILDING 

 

HOUSEHOLD 
MAINTENANCE 

 
Telephone: 01823 601405 

 
Mobile: 07970 840173 

 

Digital TV and Satellite 
Specialists 

 

Aerial and Satellite systems 
installed and upgraded. 

Freeview, Sky Digital, Sky TV. 
TV, FM, DAB, Digital, Terrestrial. 

Multipoint viewing. 
 

Free quotation and installation 
advice. 

01823 680190 
07766 522336 

Buckland St Mary  
Primary School 

On the 24th April a group of children from Let’s 
Get cooking at Buckland St Mary Primary 

School, went to Oak View Farm, Broadway, the home of Mr and Mrs 
Salaman to find out more about locally produced food. 
Well they were in for a surprise when they got there; they were told 
that they were actually going to be making lamb sausages and lamb 
burgers, to take home for their tea. 
First of all Gordon showed everyone the raw ingredients. Fresh lamb 
mince reared on the farm and explained how it was reared and the 
process the lamb went through to end up as mince. The children 
watched as breadcrumbs, seasoning and apricots were added and 
then placed into the large sausage making machine. Gordon then 
placed cleaned intestines onto the nozzle and hey presto there in 
front of our eyes was one very long sausage (about five metres 
long). 
Everyone watched very carefully as Gordon started to twist and turn 
the long sausage to make lots of smaller ones. Then it was the chil-
dren’s turn, all having a go at making their own pack of sausages, 
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then wrapping them and labelling them all ready for sale. Making a 
string of sausages it is not as easy as it looks! 
Now it was time for the children to make their own tea. 
The ingredients were written on a board and the children worked out 
the quantity that they needed, for the weight of meat that they had 
been given to make their own burgers. 
Once the children had weighed out all of their ingredients, they add-
ed them to the mince and then combined it all together with their 
hands. Everyone then had to get a ball of the mixture and weigh it 
to the correct amount and then using a special burger press each 
made two burgers, wrapped them and were then able to take them 
home for their tea. 
Everyone really enjoyed their time at Oak View Farm, finding out 
where our food comes from and being able to experience the pro-
cess hands on and asking questions as they went. 
It is really good to know that the lamb Mrs Salaman uses is reared 
on the farm and that the sausages and burgers are made from 88% 
meat. 
The Let’s Get Cooking group at Buckland St Mary School would like 
to thank Mr and Mrs Salaman and Gordon for letting us visit her on 
the farm and especially for the delicious burgers. 

SMEATHARPE W.I. 
The Resolutions meeting held on 1 May was well attend-
ed. The topics to be put to the Government were ex-
plained in detail by Sue Little on ‘The Practice of Bottom 
Trawling by Fishermen’ and Liz Tucker on ‘The Inappropri-
ate Imprisoning of the Mentally Ill’. The President, Pam 
Parry, recorded good support for both resolutions after a 

lively debate by the members. 
It was announced that Smeatharpe had won second prize for the 
competition at the Spring Group Meeting held by Dunkeswell W.I.  
The members’ opinion was sought on the future format and frequen-
cy of forthcoming Group Meetings. 
Gloria Dobinson gave a summary of her day at the Spring Council 
Meeting held at Exeter and the Treasurer, Pernelle Rowe, informed 
the meeting that she had received membership fees from 45 people 
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HEMYOCK VETERINARY SURGERY 
 

29A STATION ROAD, HEMYOCK (Just below the Spar) 
 

A mixed practice, providing friendly advice and service to all sectors 
of the community, from hammy hamsters to prize dairy herds. 

 
We are here to help. 

 
SURGERY TIMES 

 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 4.00 PM - 6.00 PM 

TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY 10.00 AM - 10.30 AM 
AND 4.00- 6.00 PM 

 
For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, 

please call (01404) 42750 or (01823) 681067 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
 

GRAHAM ROBOTHAM 
 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

FLOOR & WALL TILING 
BLOCK & STONE WALLING 

PATIOS, PONDS & WATER FEATURES 
GARDENING & MAINTENANCE 
HOUSEHOLD MAINTENANCE 

 

FOR A FRIENDLY, RELIABLE SERVICE, CALL GRAHAM ON 
HOME:- 01823 602729 

MOBILE:- 07881 578937 

this year. 
Ann Salmon, the Outings Organizer, listed the forthcoming trips that 
were going ahead and reminded everyone of her Garden Open Day 
this month. 
Although it felt very early to do so, the President asked everyone to 
think about the venue for this year’s Christmas meal and several 
members volunteered to do some research. 
The completion for the prettiest cup and saucer was won by Elsie 
Bird, and the Flower of the Month by Sue Little with a rose. 
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HEATHFIELD 
GARDEN 

CONTRACTORS 
 

General & Heavy Garden 
Work 

Garden Clearance & all 
Groundworks 

Garden Landscaping, 
Rockeries, Pools, Lawns,  
Patios, Drives & Pathways 

 

Post & Rail & Stock Fencing 
 

Mini Digger Hire 
 

JR HAWKER 
Tel.: 01823 680713 (Home) 

07989 549021 (Mobile) 

Free Quotations 

 

JOHN BOYS 

 

ELECTRICAL 
& 

PLUMBING 
SERVICES 

 

ALL TYPES OF 
INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN 

 

“The Retreat” 
Brimley Hill 

Churchstanton TA3 7QH 
 

Home  – 01823 601146 
   Mobile – 07899 908914 

“Simply Massage” 
with  

Trudi Farmer I.T.E.C. 
Aromatherapist 

 
Stiff neck? 
Aching shoulders? 
Headaches? 
Back pain? 
Anxiety and stress? 

 

Massage relieves tired,    
aching muscles,  releases 

tension and gives a profound 
sense of well-being. 

 

TEL: 01404 861421 
for an appointment   

Exclusive,  
contemporary range       

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 
 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 

Exclusive,  
contemporary range       

of reclaimed 
solid Oak furniture. 

Clockhouse 
Furniture 

 

 Bedroom 
 Kitchen 
 Dining Room 
 Living Room 
 

Modern designs with a rustic 
appeal! Come and see! 

Unique stylish 
pieces, handcraft-

ed from  
recycled Oak into 

beautiful 
furniture for your 

home. 

Showroom near Taunton 
open by appointment only. 

 

Please call 0774 8847272  
for more information 
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The June meeting will be held at Smeatharpe Village Hall at 7.30pm 
on 5 June when a representative of Clarins will hold a make-up 
workshop.  Everyone will be welcome. 

County Councillor At Large 
This month I visited Churchstanton church to hand 
over my community budget cheque to the church 
PCC to help their fund raising. Every time I enter 
Churchstanton church I realise what an attractive 
church it is, set in a special rural environment. 

I also handed over a community budget cheque to the Churchinford 
pre school when I visited them at their site next to the village hall. 
Selena Mitford Slade and her team do a great job at the pre school. 
I visited Churchstanton School to meet staff and governors to talk 
about a new county council fund which we are hoping can be used to 
support facilities at the after school club. I am also going to visit the 
Churchinford village hall committee to see if the same fund can be 
used to support them as well. Finally I have had various concerns 
from several residents about increased noise coming from extra 
events at Smeatharpe and I am going along to visit the site with lo-
cal residents to see the situation for myself. 

Best wishes, 

Ross Henley 
County Councillor Blackdown and Wellington East. 

Thank You 
I would like to thank everyone who braved the April 
showers and came to Owlhayes Farm on the 20th April 
for the Open House in aid of the Devon Young Farmers 
Tanzania Project. It was great to see so many people 
come and support the project, bringing with them 

cakes, items for the bric-a-brac and having fun looking at the live-
stock and welly boot throwing. A massive £1000 profit was raised, 
so this will go a long way towards our target. Thank you once again. 

Peter Reed 
Devon Federation of Young Farmers Chairman  
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BUCKLAND ST MARY  
PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

 
Buckland St Mary Parish Council met on 1 May in the village hall.   
Mrs Jo Salter was elected as Chair to the Parish Council for another 
year. Mr Keith Every stepped down at Vice Chairman and Mr Linus 
Surguy was elected in to that role. 
The financial documents for 2007 are to be with the Auditors by 2 
June, and a special meeting will be held on 15 May to agree them 
before they are sent off. 
A planning application had been received for the erection of a double 
car port and toolshed at Rydiness Farm, Hare Lane. The Parish 
Council made no objections. 
In correspondence: Nic Wall from Somerset County Council has in-
formed the PC that repairs to the fountain will take place in August. 
Bulb planting within the Parish should hopefully take place and 
Councillor Bromley will deal with the matter on where they should 
be planted and getting volunteers to carry out the deed! 
The safety study for the A303 has now been received. 
A letter had been received from Mr Butt of the Post Office and stores 
clarifying the closure of the facilities in June. 
The official documents for the village gateway was signed by the 
Chair and will be sent back to SCC Legal Team. 
The next full Parish Council meeting is scheduled for Thursday 5 

June in the vil-
lage hall. 

Lynda J Smith 
Clerk to the  

Parish Council 
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DAVID GARROD 
 

QUALITY CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
 

Cupboards, Kitchen cabinets, 
Wardrobes, Shelving, Doors etc. 

 

Tel/Fax 01404 890135 
Dunkeswell, Honiton, EX14 4QH 

New website for the Blackdown Hills 
A new website all about the Blackdown Hills has been launched this 
week. The totally revamped site from the Blackdown Hills AONB is 
features free walking guides, places to visit, diary dates, information 
about the area and more. 
Visitors to www.blackdown-hills.net will find information about the 
hills’ Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty status, as well as a packed 
calendar of countryside events. There are facts about local wildlife 
and landscape, and a gallery of pictures which the public can add to. 

There are free walking and horse riding routes to 
download, and links to local businesses. 
The site is designed to be a resource for anyone 
with an interest in the Blackdowns, from landown-
ers and conservationists to local people with busi-
ness ideas and families looking for something to do 
at the weekend. Feedback about the new site will 

be very much welcomed by the AONB team, which is based in He-
myock. 

Churchinford Community 
Shop 

Since the update in May’s edition of the CBO News 
the committee has met once. 
At that meeting a number of sub-committees were 

formed and are currently looking at a number of subjects, the main 
ones being: best location for the shop, legal structure for the shop 
ownership and fund raising, which will include a list of organisations 
who may help us with grants towards the costs. Many of these tasks 
involve people/organisations outside of the committee, and there-
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     TEL: 01460 62140 (EVENINGS) OR MOBILE: 07887 572908  

    W INDOW S AND DOORS MADE & FITTED 
KITCHENS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
TIMBER & LAMINATE FLOORS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
W ARDROBES BUILT & FITTED 
ALTERATIONS/REPAIRS “NO JOB TOO SMALL” 
LISTED BUILDING JOINERY W ORK 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY by LANCE WALLIS  

 
FREE ESTIMATES  

&  
ADVICE 

fore we are reliant on their availability. 
The various sub-committees will report back to the next main com-
mittee meeting which will be at the beginning of June. We will then 
incorporate these various proposals into a questionnaire which will 
be delivered to each house within Churchstanton, and Otterford par-
ishes. We will also aim to give those living in Buckland St Mary par-
ish and other surrounding areas an opportunity to complete the 
questionnaire. This questionnaire will ask you to confirm your sup-
port for the Community Shop, and include our recommendation for 
the location of the shop, likely cost, how the shop will be financed, 
and other relevant information. We hope to get this survey out to 
you towards the end of June. It is vitally important that we have a 
high level of response, without that we cannot go forward. 

Richard Badman 

Accept that some days you're the pigeon, and some days you're the 
statue. 
 

Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in case you have to 
eat them. 
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Friendly reliable service covering: 
 

 Buildings – Agricultural, Equestrian, Stable 
Blocks, Garden Sheds etc.  

 Fencing – Residential and Agricultural 
 Landscaping – Garden walling, Patios, 
      Decking etc. 
 Hedge Laying, Scrub Clearance, Drainage 
 Lakes, Ponds and Water features 
 

   A wide range of  
   household maintenance 
 

For free estimates contact: 
Russ:  07815 059823 
Billy:  07971 582320 
Tel / Fax: 01823 602711 
Email:  everreadyltd@tiscali.co.uk  

No job is too big or small 

Inside or Out! 
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Applications For Planning 

Scale Drawings 
 

Personal and Professional                 
Service 

 

Call Katy on: 01823 601359 

 
 

e-mail:  
kjpartridge@btinternet.com 

 

Experienced 
Painter & Decorator 

Coving, tiling and  
handyman jobs around 

the home. 
 

John Martin 
07999 919698  

DRY LOGS FOR 
SALE 

 

For details please telephone 
 

Nigel Hodges 
 

Mob.: 07912213535 or 
01823 601408 

Friends of Churchstanton School 
The Friends have had a very busy and successful few months culmi-
nating in a very enjoyable quiz night and auction of promises on 
May 10th. 
We ought to pause a moment though and say thanks to everyone 
who made the afore mentioned event a major success. Lottie Fran-
cis and Julia Hamilton did a sterling job wrangling auction promises 
out of everyone and putting together such a far ranging and inter-
esting list. Jan Cunningham and Louisa Gammidge were unavoidable 
in their quest to sell tickets – well done girls. Philip Kerr was brilliant 
as auctioneer and kept us all entertained with his quick wit and rep-
artee. I wrote a small quiz but there is pleasure enough in seeing 
the audience squirming so I don't need any thanks!!! 
Then there were the kitchen ladies, the markers, ladies who donated 
food, set up in the afternoon etc. Please accept our sincere thanks – 
its the people who help in the background who really make these 
events work and we couldn’t manage without you. Thanks also to 
donators and bidders on the auction. We raised a massive £1820 
which the school are already making plans to spend! 
Not wanting to rest even a moment, the Friends committee have a 
bumper programme of events in store. On Friday 13th June we will 
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Lower Colley Farm, Livery 
Yard 

Friendly, family run yard with owners living on site. 
Outdoor school, all year turnout, secure, well lit yard. 

Part or Full liveries, Schooling or Breaking. 
Does your horse need a holiday? 

 

Contact Carey for details. 
Mobile 07977 545470   Home 01460 234026 

E-mail careycollett@btinternet.com 
Lower Colley Farm, Buckland St Mary, Chard, 

TA20 3QD 

be holding a circus picnic evening at Brimley Farm by kind invitation 
of the Kerr family. This will be a family event, with live music, ice 
cream factory, juggling, diabolos and that all important beautiful 
country location. It’s more of a ‘come and get to know everyone’ 
than a fundraiser, we hope that the date won’t put anyone off! 
The wheels are already in motion for the school fête and dog show 
on September 13th. We have found that the weather tends to be 
kinder to us after the Summer break and hope to see you all there. 
All the monies we raise are used to provide those little extras for our 
school. This year we are proud to have contributed to school trips, 
provided lighting in class 2 and paid towards a fantastic new trav-
ersing wall in the school playground. 
Thanks to everyone who supports our events and helps make our 
school an even more fantastic place! 

Claire Bleloch 
Treasurer - Friends of Churchstanton School 
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PENNY PRICE FURNITURE 
 

DESIGNER & MAKER OF HIGH QUALITY FURNITURE 
Individually Designed to Your Specifications 

CONTEMPORARY AND TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
 

Phone 07881 785517 for a chat about your requirements 
or visit our website www.pennypricefurniture.com 

Unit 1c  Chelston Enterprise Centre  Castle Road  Wellington  Somerset TA21 9JQ 

BLACKDOWN HILLS  
GARDENING CLUB 

Members of the Blackdown Hills Gardening Club 
were welcomed to the April meeting by the Chair-

man Mr. Graham Salmon.  Apologies for absence had been received 
from Colvin Parry, Pam Edwards and Libby Hollinshead.  Mrs. Ann 
Salmon then advertised forthcoming advents including the Moor 
Lane Plant Sale on 10th May, a trip to Otter Nurseries on 21st May, 
the Summer outing to Hestercombe Gardens on 16th July and an Au-
gust trip, details of which, would be confirmed later. Photos of the 
recently attended South West Alpine Show in Exeter taken by Pat 
Jarvis were on show as were leaflets and magazines contributed by 
Maureen Johnson.  Graham also prompted members to hand in 
questions by the next meeting for the forthcoming ‘Gardener’s 
Question Time’ on the 18th June.  He also asked for member’s ideas 
of gardening-related topics for future meetings. 
Graham then introduced our speaker for the evening Dr. David Allen 
B.Sc., Ph.D., D.Sc., whose talk accompanied by slides, was on 
‘Flowers of the Blackdown Hills’ - a subject dear to many of the 
member’s hearts! Dr. Allen explained that the Blackdown Hills, in-
cised by the three rivers of  Yarty, Culm and Otter, covered a wide 
area stretching across the A35 and down to the coast.  It has a 
unique series of plateaus and was declared an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty in 1991. It boasts a varied landscape of nature re-
serves, lowland heath, fen meadow, wet woodland, grassland and 
sites of special scientific interest  both maintained and unimproved, 
and each type of habitat harbours different species. Heather, ling 
and the many species of gorse are among the most well known ex-
amples of heath plant - inspiring the old country saying “when the 
gorse is out of bloom kissing is out of season” although this senti-
ment could never be applied as gorse is rarely not in bloom! The 
woodlands  shelter a range of plants such as hart’s tongue, arum 
lilies, stinking iris and the ferns so beloved of the Victorians who  
were also keen on bog myrtle, sprigs of which they would place in 
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hatbands or lapels to deter flies and other insects. Dr. Allen contin-
ued with slides of meadow flowers, among them cornflowers, cuckoo 
flowers and cowslips, and hedgerows growing green hellibore, scent-
ed violets (usually white) lesser periwinkles, vetch and the familiar 
hedgerow primroses. Of particular interest were slides of two plants 
having medicinal properties, St. John’s wort and black bryony, and 
the insectivorous species such as the round leafed giant butterwort  
and the pitcher plant now well-established on Colaton Raleigh com-
mon. Special mention was made of the heath lobelia located above 
Shute Hill, recorded in 1778 it was subsequently named as ‘Flower 
of the Axe’ and has Red Book status.   
Interspersed with the botanical slides were images of  fauna  includ-
ing a sleepy-looking adder, emperor moth, and the raft spider which 
makes it’s home in the bogs of the Blackdown  Hills. nightjars, Dart-
ford warblers, and curlews inhabit the area while pied flycatchers 
and redstarts visit occasionally in Summer. Another shy inhabitant is 
the roe deer. It is hoped that improved habitat management will 
lead to increased population of species such as the  spectacular sil-
ver-studded blue butterfly. Management of heath land is achieved 
by animal grazing and swayling or back-burning, without either of 
these activities the heath land would turn into inferior wet woodland. 
Dr. Allen was thanked by the Chairman for his most interesting talk 
and questions were invited from the floor. 
Teas were served by Rita Batchelor and Marion Nichols and the raffle 
was organized by Wendy Martin.  Our next meeting takes the form 
of a trip to Otter Nurseries as previously mentioned, the theme will 
be tubs, planters, and containers.  On June 18th the club reverts to 
it’s normal venue at Churchinford Village Hall for Gardeners Ques-
tion Time where EVERYBODY is welcome to come and learn from the 
experts!! Our meetings start at 7.30 pm.  Come and swell our num-
bers! 

Gill Dennis 
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Otterford Church 100 Club 
Winners April 2008 

Peter Naylor 34 £20 

Irene Campbell 72 £15 

Penny Gale 21 £10 

Susan Bryan-Terry 43 £5 
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Sudoku 
Fill in all the squares so that each row, column and each of the 3x3 
boxes contains all the digits from 1 to 9. The solution will be printed 
next month. 
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For more information pop into your local Age Concern at: 

Motor Insurance & Breakdown 

People over 50 
trust Age Concern 

products & services 

Home Insurance Travel Insurance 

Funeral Planning 

Gas & Electricity Supplies 

Age Concern Somerset 
The Market House 

Fore Street 
Taunton, TA1 1JD 

Open Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm 

01823 423496 
 

Please quote ref:ALL700 
Age Concern Enterprises Ltd. (ACEnt) is  
authorised and regulated by the Financial  
Services Authority. If you contact an Age  
Concern office, you will be dealing with an  
Appointed Representative of ACEnt. 

A46V3DEC05-MC213 
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Sandringham Conservatories 
With 

Quality Installations 

We are a local family specializing in the design and installation 
of : 
  Custom designed Conservatories (Hardwood/UPVC)  
  Made to measure blinds. 
  Replacement windows- fascias- gutters etc. 
  Eco log Cabins 
  Small Farm Buildings/ Stables etc. 
 

Phone: 
Philip Partridge:       07860 538688 
Jonathan Partridge: 07980 655312 

 

SARAH HAWKER 
BSc (Hons.) M.Ch.S.S.R.Ch 

 

REGISTERED PODIATRIST 
 

 Gait Analysis 
 Corrective Foot Care 
 Routine Chiropody 

 
Please ring to make an appointment. 
Available evenings and weekends. 

 
Telephone: Hemyock on 

01823 680713 
or 

Clinic Mobile: 07772 914541 
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Hello everyone 
The Avon and Somerset Constabulary are working 
with Trading Standards officers in a drive to stamp 
out ‘cold callers’. 
Unscrupulous individuals prey on the vulnerable by 
targeting an area, knocking on doors and offering 
services such as building work, tarmacing, garden-

ing, etc. Often they will quote a low price only then to claim unfore-
seen problems and the price escalates. If your home does require 
work, by taking some simple precautions you can guard against be-
coming a potential victim of a scam by rogue traders. Always obtain 
quotes from at least three companies or ask family or friends for 
recommendations.  If you are approached by cold callers who 
arouse suspicion or you feel intimidated in any way, notify the police 
on 08454 456 7000 – if the cold caller is genuine they will not object 
to being checked out.  If, however, their intentions are more sinister 
then this will be a deterrent. Our advice is that you do not employ 
the services of cold callers – word will soon get around that your 
community is not a ‘soft touch’. 
Usual numbers 0845 456 7000 for all requests for assistance and 
you can reach me on Voicemail 01823 363287 and 70106 at the 
prompt.  
Regards until next month.     

PCSO 9240 Donna Langdon 

THE YARTY GARDENING CLUB 
A trip to Canada was the subject of a recent talk at the 
Yarty Gardening Club. The speaker was the club's sec-
retary, Wendy Hall, and she based her talk around the 
wild flowers, gardens and wildlife that she had seen 
during a trip in June last year.  
She rated the Butchart Gardens as the most spectacu-

lar she had ever seen. Located on Vancouver Island, the 55-acre 
garden is kept in pristine shape by 50 gardeners. It was originally 
conceived just over 100 years ago when Jennie Butchart decided to 
transform an old limestone quarry. Roses and delphiniums were at 
their peak. 
The 1,000 acre Stanley Park in Vancouver showed more formal 
planting in a beautiful setting, while Milton House showed an old co-
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lonial style of house and garden with a beautiful Styrax Japonica 
tree and Cornus Kousa, both in full flower.  
Interspersed with pictures of wildflowers were birds and beasts, in-
cluding grizzly and black bears, elk and moose, ground squirrels and 
a cross fox - cross by name, not by nature!  
Wendy was thanked by Chairman Jean Watkis.  
The winner of the competition for a photograph of an orchid was Ed-
ward Goddard.  
Members were reminded of the day outing to RHS gardens at 
Rosemoor on 19 June, an evening visit to Kia Ora gardens at Cul-
lompton on 7 August, and the Buckland St Mary Flower Show on 17 
August.  
Jean asked members to grow plants for sale at Club meetings.  Any-
one purchasing seeds for this purpose will be reimbursed.  She also 
asked members to enter the classes for home-made wines at Buck-
land St Mary Flower Show.  The committee is anxious for these to be 
retained, but a lack of entries could mean that they will disappear 
from the schedule next year. 
There will be no club meeting in June, as this is replaced by the visit 
to Rosemoor.  Anyone who has not booked a place on the coach 
should contact Helen Willey on 01460 234433 as soon as possible. 
 

Technical takedowns 
Crown reductions/ crown lifting 
Pruning and dead wooding 
Tree planting 
Hedge trimming / hedge laying 
Emergency work / 24 hour callout 
NPTC qualified 
FOR SALE Woodchip Mulch 

For free quotations and professional advice 
Please contact Paul Durman: 

Tel: 01823 353302    Mob: 07815 146343 
Email: ashculmetreesurgeons@yahoo.co.uk 

GWEN BALL 
The family would like to thank 
everyone for their messages of 
support during Gwen’s illness and 
their messages of sympathy in 
her passing. 
Special thanks to David Dobinson, 
Geoffrey Berry, Joyce, Pam and 
Jenny for their help during the 
funeral service and with refresh-
ments. 
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Wilton House 
TAUNTON 

Retirement Home for the Active Elderly 
 

Homely, sociable atmosphere 
Resident staff 

All rooms en-suite 
Telephone and TV points in each room 

Comfortable lounges, dining and TV room 

Adjacent to Vivary Park and close to town centre 
 

Wilton House, Upper High Street, Taunton TA1 3PX 
Telephone: 01823 254339 or 01823 275950 

COMMON BIRD OBSERVATIONS 
Winter 2007/8 proved to be excellent for garden bird-
watchers. Large numbers of siskins, goldfinches and 
bramblings to some extent compensated for the disas-
trous breeding season of some resident species. Siskins 

have recently started to nest in this part of the Blackdowns, and 
some may be seen at garden feeding stations during the summer. 
Small parties of lesser repolls were feeding on birch and alder in No-
vember through to January, and flocks of up to 50 bramblings were 
taking beech mast near Churchinford. 
Our summer migrants are some 10 days later arriving than in 2007, 
and numbers have been slow to rise.  Last year a male hobby was 
seen regularly between Buckland St Mary, Birchwood and Fyfett. 
Please report sightings to 01460-234668. 

Richard Ward-Smith 

If you lend someone £20, and never see that person again, it was 
probably worth it! 
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1st Buckland St Mary 
Brownies  

Yes, Buckland St. Mary Brownies 
and Guides are still alive and kicking 
just. Elaine has very few Guides 
now but together with the new unit 

of Ilminster Guides is going camping this year in July. 
We celebrated 20 years in Guiding with Elaine Jennings as our star 
guest. The Guides theme was the Oscars and they all dressed up in 
their finery, long dresses the lot. There was the blue and yellow car-
pet for Elaine to collect her award inside the Oscar with her certifi-
cate. Elaine knew something was going on but it was a great sur-
prise when she entered the hall with a loud hand clap and escorted 
to her seat while each one of the Guides thanked her in turn with a 
small speech. Ex-guiders were in attendance and so was our Divi-
sion Commissioner, Nina. The 20 year badge was presented by the 
DC of Neroche, yours truly. There was food laid on which was de-
voured by the Brownies in no time. Many thanks Elaine for being 
such a stalwart, as numbers are greatly reduced. We all appreciate 
your time and energy. 
June 14/15th we are joining the “BT Giant Sleepover” which is a 
charity for the children’s Line. On July 5th the whole district of 
Brownies and Guides are going to Crealy Adventure Park for the an-
nual Guiding Day out. 
We have a Brownie holiday planned with Ilminster Brownies in Au-
gust as Helen is taking her Brownie Holiday Licence so that there will 
be two of us in our District that can take the girls away. Hooray. 
If anyone is interested in helping or for joining Brownies ages 7 – 10 
years, please don’t hesitate and contact me with no obligation 
Sandie Potts 01460 234514 or email sandiepotts@talktalk.net  
Anyone interested in Guides to help or join ages from 10 – 14 years 
give Elaine a call on 01460 221797. 

 

Churchstanton Parish Council 
It was BOGOF night in the Village Hall on the second 
Wednesday of May – two Meetings for the price of one 
– with five Parish Councillors, one Borough Councillor, 

one Police lady, two parishioners and the Clerk in attendance at sev-
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Oddjobs 
General Household/ Building Repairs 

Plumbing – Heating – Electrical Repairs 
Eg Dripping Taps, Radiator Repairs/Replacement 

Defective Sockets, Power Shower Repairs/
Renewals 

 

Outside Maintenance, Gardening/Fencing. 
Many other tasks undertaken 

No Job Too Small 
Call Edward: Action Line 01460 234339 

No VAT charged on Labour Costs 
Public Liability Cover 

FLEXI-STORE 
 

Secure Containers &  
Free Standing Storage 
Household-Business-

Leisure 
 

01460 234309 
Situated at 

Buckland St. Mary 

 
AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 

 
Based in the Blackdown Hills 

 
House and Farm Clearance 

 
Individual or Collective items 

Purchased 
 

Entries for our regular auctions 
welcomed 

 
Mac Davison or Richard Pitcher on 

01460 234793 or 07754 754629 
www.davisonpitcher.co.uk 

 

DAVISON PITCHER 
& ASSOCIATES LTD 

dp 
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          Flying Chefs             Heavenly Food  Flying Chefs 
 

Let us do the hard work for you 
 

             corporate events       weddings 
             christenings       funeral teas 
            dinner parties       celebrations 
 

    any occasion catered for 
 

Quality catering at affordable prices 
 

Telephone:01823 331968 or Email: janecollard@tiscali.co.uk 

en o’clock for the Annual Parish Meeting. The year-end Financial 
Statements for the Parish Council and the Charity for Parish Allot-
ments were presented and accepted; the Chairman thanked every-
one for their “honest toil” throughout the year; the Vice Chairman 
thanked the Chairman for his diligent efforts and it was all over in 
less than fifteen minutes. The Chairman concluded that 7.00 pm is 
obviously too early a start and is deterring parishioners from attend-
ing. To prevent a recurrence, next year’s APM will start at 7.30 pm – 
if the Clerk remembers! 
For the Annual Parish Council meeting, there were two more Parish 
Councillors and two additional members of the public on hand to 
help proceedings along. 
First up was the need to elect a Chairman and a Vice Chairman for 
the coming year. Guess who they are! You’re absolutely right, Cllr. 
Strange and Cllr. Berry respectively. Why change a winning team?!? 
Borough Councillor Thorne was the first into the fray in this new 
Council year and he reported on the Buddhafield Event scheduled for 
a field near you (in close proximity to Culmhead Crossroads, actual-
ly) from 16th to 20th July 2008, for twenty-four hours of each of 
those days; on motor sport at Smeatharpe and the question of how 
many legal “racing days” are permitted in each year; the demise of 
the “Deane Dispatch”, TDBC’s twice yearly news sheet which out-
lined the Council’s services and initiatives and its replacement with a 
monthly offering in the County Gazette; the charges being levied 
across the board for TDBC’s Handyman Service; the threat of clo-
sure hanging over Blagdon Hill School; the lack of progress by 
TDBC’s Task and Finish Group and the absence of any help from 
TDBC to provide a “hard” surface for the Village Hall car park. 
Next into action was PC Maria Jennings. She said that her “patch” 
now covers 150 square miles, covering places as far afield as North 
Curry and Burrowbridge, but she does have four PCSOs to help her! 
There are twelve Parish Councils on the “beat” and she and her col-
leagues will try to attend as many meetings as possible and the Sat-
urday Markets will also be used as contact points. PC Jennings con-
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gratulated us on being a law-abiding lot with only 25 “crime related” 
calls in the past three months. A new initiative is being rolled out 
called Rural Watch whereby property will be indelibly marked and 
photographed to facilitate recognition when recovered after theft. 
In regard to Neighbourhood Watch, Mr Badman reported that there 
had been one further incident reported in addition to the flag steal-
ing and mini rave episodes mentioned last month. 
Matters Arising included a report on progress regarding the steps 
being taken in the event of the closure of Churchinford Post Office – 
a committee has been formed, enquiries are being made and the 
local population will be questionnaired  (I’ve always wanted to make 
up a verb of my very own!); to divert or not to divert Footpath 
T6/30 – the one running through the garden of Clivehayes Farm - 
the “Hearing” in Churchinford Village Hall took at least three hours 
and the Inspector will hand down his decision in due course, and the 
stone walls on which many of our hedgerows stand are to be in-
spected by a TDBC technician to see how they can be restored. Oth-
er “matters” had been dealt with elsewhere. 
Planning Applications covered the erection of an extension at Stone-
Lea; the use of part of Trickey Warren airfield for timber chipping 
and the retention of a temporary mobile home at Timberlands Farm 
Buildings. The PC supported items one and three but asked for a 
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W.H. BERRY & SON 
BROOKFIELD, COX’S HILL, CHURCHSTANTON, TAUNTON, TA3 7RL 

Telephone/Fax: Churchstanton (01823) 601386 
Independent Family Funeral Directors for three generations, 

Being established by James Berry in 1906. 
We offer a 24 hour personal and caring service. 

Visits to your home to make arrangements as always. 
The only Funeral Director based in the Blackdown Benefice. 

demonstration of what is likely to be involved in item two. Consent 
for the erection of an extension at Rose Cottage, the erection of cy-
cle route signs and for work at Brookfield was noted. 
Correspondence largely fell into the “noted” category and Finances 
looked good, especially when it was noted that this year’s precept 
has been paid in! 
A comment on the need for warning signs on the Smeatharpe Road 
near its junction with Church Road now that pupils are being encour-
aged to cycle to School was all that stood between us and the going 
home bell – rung by the Chairman at 8.40 pm. That can’t be bad, 
can it? Two meetings in one hour and forty minutes, including a fif-
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Buckland St Mary 
Pre-school 

 
We offer a caring, friendly, happy environment, where your child can play, 

learn  and  socialise. 
We give individual attention and stimulation within the group to encourage            

development at each child’s own pace. 
 

The Pre-school has its own building within the grounds of Buckland St 
Mary Primary school, in which we offer a vast array of toys and equipment.  
We have a quiet book corner, a home corner and an activity area for paint-
ing, cooking etc.  We also have access to the school’s facilities and use their 
hall, outdoor play equipment and safe playground. 
 

We take children from 2.5 - 5 years old. 
We are open for four sessions per week, 9.00am -12.00 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. 
 

For more information and a prospectus please ring 01460 234303 

teen minute “half time”! Come to the next one on Wednesday, 11 
June 2008 at 7.30 pm in Churchinford Village Hall and see how effi-
ciently your Council operates! 

Brian Simpson 
Clerk to the Council 

Buckland St Mary Post Office 
In January 1981 my mother, father and I moved to Buckland St 
Mary to run the village stores and Post Office. Twenty-seven won-
derful and happy years serving the needs of the village and beyond. 
A village of warm-hearted and generous people who took us to their 
hearts. 
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TEA & CAKE AFTERNOON 
I would like to thank everyone who supported my tea and 
cake afternoon on Friday, 25th April. £150 was raised at this 
event in aid of Multiple Sclerosis. A further ‘thank you’ goes 

It is very sad that the village stores and Post Offices are no longer 
viable. The Post Office has lost a lot of work, mainly pensions and 
allowances and TV licenses. 
Regrettably, Post Offices with salaries of £25,000 or less will not 
sustain a loan. So I took the hard decision to close the business 
down: a decision that cost me much grief. However, I will now be 
able to enjoy my passion which is music. 
Many thanks from mother and I for 27 wonderful years. 
Yours 

Bill 
Closure date is Wednesday 25th June for the Post Office and Satur-
day 28th June for the village stores. 
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to all who generously donated raffle prizes and, indeed, bought raf-
fle tickets, at the recent Soups and Puddings social evening ar-
ranged by the Otterford Parish Hall Committee, which was held in 
the hall on Friday, 18th April. A further £258 was raised for M.S., 
giving a final magnificent total of £408. Thank you all once again. 

Cindy Beaumont 

The Blackdown Beer and Music Festival 2008 is back 
bigger and better than ever. This year the Festival is 
on Friday 15th and Saturday 16th August at Cherry-
Hayes Farm, Smeatharpe. We see the return of some 
of the Beer Fest’s biggest bands. This year’s headlining 
bands are Honest John on the Friday and Groovalicious 

on the Saturday, plus Tree frogs, Torn and Miko. Not forgetting the 
Blackdown’s very own Steel and Samba bands to get you in the 
mood! This year the Festival will have around 50 beers, ales and the 
Blackdown’s own ciders - something for everybody. As always good, 
mostly local food will be on the menu. So come along, sit back and 
relax and support your community. Enjoy the festival - see you all 
there!!      RUN FOR THE HILLS 
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RAINFALL REPORT April 2008 
Buckland St Mary reporting Station 

What a month of changes April was! We seemed to get 
all the variations – mist, frost, snow, rain and, yes, 

Phillip Wright 

01460 55703 
incl. evenings & weekends 

computers 

MONKEYPUZZLE 

Professionally qualified 
Computer repair &        

upgrade 
Virus removal &           

prevention 
Home tutoring 

Small business support 
Jargon-free explanations 

Extremely competitive rates - 
please call  

 Buckland St Mary Pre-school 
This half term we welcomed back Zach who attended pre-school last 
year and has been away. The other children were very excited to 
see him again. We also welcomed Zara to the group. The children 
have been learning about homes, both human and animal. They 
have made deserts, jungles and the Arctic, and then added the vari-
ous inhabitants. They have made multicultural houses out of clay, 
sticks found on the Tuesday walks, ice, and fabrics. They will also be 
cooking and even making music with items found in and around the 
home. Please ring for up to date information on opening times, the 
telephone number and details are in our advertisement elsewhere in 
the magazine.  

Melanie Tuffill 
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2000: 218.7 mm (8.61 ins.) 
2001: 104.0 mm (4.09 ins.) 
2002: 82.4 mm (3.24 ins.) 

2003: 49.0 mm (1.93 ins.) 
2004: 98.9 mm (3.98 ins.) 
2005: 106.0 mm (4.17 ins.) 

2006: 19.5 mm (0.77 ins.) 
2007: 9.5 mm (0.37 ins.) 

some dry days even though some of those were cold. The snow, 
though not a great deal of it, fell on the 5th and 6th. The month 
closed with a thunderstorm on the 28th. For all that, not a bad 
month when you compare it with other years. 
Total rainfall for April was 66.5 mm (2.62 ins.) The wettest day was 
the 29th with 18.5 mm (0.73 ins.; 27.82% of the total), followed by 
the 28th with 12.8 mm (0.50 ins.; 19.25%) and the 19th with 9.5mm 
(0.37 ins.; 14.29%).  

BISHOPSWOOD CHAPEL BLOG 
Reviewing a science lesson about magnets one day, a prima-
ry school teacher told her class, “My name starts with M and 
I pick things up.  What am I?”  As quick as a flash, a small 
boy called out, “A mother!” 
Seriously though, names are very important.  Napoleon knew the 
names of thousands of his soldiers, Charles Schwab knew the names 
of all 8,000 employees at his mill and Harvard President Charles Eli-
ot knew every individual student’s name.  God is big on names too.  
Not only does He “determine the number of the stars and call them 
each by name”, but He also knows us personally by name too, even 
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the number of hairs on our head!  To His Son, Jesus, He has given 
the highest name in heaven and on earth,  
“That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow… and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.” 
Jesus once told his followers that He had called them by name and 
that they were to rejoice that their names were written in heaven. 
When we meet new people it is good to learn and remember their 
names, for names give us our identity.  So instead of saying “I’m 
hopeless with names!”, why don’t we make a conscious effort to ze-
ro in on their name, to verify the pronunciation and spelling if neces-
sary, to link it with something it reminds us of or sounds like and to 
use their name often in conversation or when we introduce them 
around?  Learning someone’s name means we care and consider 
them important, as God does. 
So with that in mind, we would like to invite all CBO News readers to 
drop in at the Chapel during the summer months for COFFEE AND 
CHAT (See pink pages)  Come and meet friends and 
make some more – you’ll be very welcome! 
Looking ahead, our annual PICNIC IN THE PADDOCK (See 
pink pages), to which 110 people came last year, is anoth-
er great opportunity to come together socially with others 

in the community.  This year, we have donkeys visiting 
us from the DONKEY SANCTUARY, as well as an oppor-
tunity to buy from their stall, a family quiz, children’s 
games and free face-painting (no upper age limit for 
this!)  In fact, everything is free and the event is open to 

all! 
Also this month is the children’s CRASH CLUB (a craft activ-
ities-based club) at the Chapel on Saturday 7th June from 
10.30 am until 12 noon.  All children between the ages of 5 
and 11 are welcome to come. 

Finally, on Sunday 1st June at the Chapel, we have a 
special BAPTISMAL SERVICE (full immersion) between 
10.30 am and 11.30 am, followed by a buffet lunch.  
Everyone is most welcome to come and support Jackie 
from Bishopswood, who wants to follow her Lord 
through baptism. 
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It is better to get your hands dirty—and eat, than to be too proud 
to work—and starve. 

Female Helper 
Painting/Decorating/Spring Cleans 

From a single room to a whole house 
Let my helping hands help you. 

Call Maggie North on 01460 234 309 
(Answer phone or after 6pm) 

Buckland St Mary 
Toddler Group 

The toddlers have been busy, 
busy with tabletop activities such 
as playdough and sticking, and 
they have also tried their hands at 
cooking, making cheese pastry 
shapes to be cooked at home! 
Ours were delicious! We have cel-
ebrated quite a few birthdays with 
yummy cakes, and several of our 
toddlers will soon be starting pre-
school, along with their friends. 
For more information about the 
toddler group please see our ad-
vertisement elsewhere in the 
magazine, or pop in. We are at 
the Otterford Parish Hall, 
(Bishopswood) on Thursdays, 
10.00am until noon.  

Melanie Tuffill 

S  
B  C  

A Home From Home 
Luxury heated apartments 
Quiet & Picturesque Rural Setting 
Proprietors Resident 
Inspection Welcome 
Long or Short Term 
Convenient forA303 Road Links 
NO DOGS BOARDED 
Open 9am – 12.30pm – other times by 

appointment 
Proprietor: Angela Pitcher 

Batstone Farm 
Sticklepath 

Combe St. Nicholas 
Somerset TA20 3HL 

Tel: 01460 234574 or 07932 394368 
 

This project is supported under the England Rural Development 
Program by the Department of Environment, Food & Rural Affairs & 
the European Agricultural Guidance & Guarantee Fund. 

It is better to 
eat plain vegeta-
bles with some-
one you love 
than a banquet 
with someone 
you don't. 
 

Everyone enjoys 
giving right ad-
vice and how 
wonderful it is to 
say the right 
thing at the right 
time. 
 

(from the book 
of Proverbs) 

Hatred stirs old quarrels, but 
love overlooks insults. 
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CHARTERED SURVEYORS AND 
ESTATE AGENTS  

Specialising in country and equestrian properties 

If you are thinking of selling and are seeking 
 

Personal service – over 30 years’ experience 
Access to the best buyers worldwide 

with the help of our London office and the internet 
  

you should consult 

PETER RADICE FRICS 
at his Taunton Office on 01823 282890 at 14 The Bridge, Taunton 

or at his home at Churchstanton on 01823 601108 
website: www.peterradice.co.uk   London Office:  17 Hill Street, Mayfair 

Down Memory Lane 
25 Years Ago 

The Rectory, Churchstanton. 
Dear Friends, 

Very many thanks to all at Buckland who rallied round to make the 
Church so beautiful with flowers, and so appropriate with 
"mechanical devices" for our Rogationtine Evensong, and to the la-
dies who kindly provided coffee for us after the service.    This year 
it was coupled with Beautiful Britain Sunday, and there was a good 
congregation present. 
Cliff Wright has asked me to express his own special thanks to eve-
ryone who helped with the Skittles Night for Otterford Church.   The 
final figure is £800 for Church Funds, and I would like to join him in 
thanking everyone tremendously for this magnificent total. 
The recent Taunton Marathon had three contestants for Church-
stanton, and the result was that their bell rope Fund is now £100 
better off. Marilyn Booker, Janet Brown and Gary Cooper took part.  
Marilyn completed the whole course - 26 miles 385 yards in 4 hours 
19 minutes, whilst Janet and Gary completed half the course.    The 
Bellringers have presented Marilyn with a rose bowl as a token of 
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their apprecia-
tion, and I am 
most grateful to 
those who ran 
and those who 
sponsored 
them. 
Churchstanton 
is arranging a 
Flower Arrang-
ing Demonstra-
tion for all who 
would like to 
come. Thurs-
day, June 9th 
at 10,30 a.m. 
for 11.00 a.m. 

in the Church. Mrs. Attlee of Culmstock has kindly agreed to give 
the demonstration, and I do hope it will be well supported. I know 
there is something else on that day, but there is all day to do it in! 
We have to make a charge of 50p to cover the cost of flowers; tick-
ets from Mrs. Hopcraft, Cst. 451, or from Churchinford Post Office. 
Churchstanton will be holding a Church Fete on 9th July on the 
Cricket Ground in conjunction with The President's Match, proceeds 
are for Church Funds.  There will be lots of things to do, and we are 
hoping to raise £300 to keep us out of the red for the current year.   
It will take place as planned unless we are absolutely forced to can-
cel by the weather. My wife joins me in sending our love to you all, 
Yours sincerely, 
LAURENCE HEMMONS. 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
June, the month of strawberries. As much as I love 
these fruits I try not to buy them out of season and 
then it is such a treat when you can buy English 
fruits or pick them from your garden. I really believe 
it’s worth waiting for. 
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CHURCHINFORD STORES 
& POST OFFICE 

 

Martin & Fay Newman – Tel/Fax: 01823 601220 
 

Newspapers   Magazines    bread & cakes   Confectionary   Greetings Cards 
Off Licence Provisions   Black & White & Colour Photocopy &  Fax  

Receive/Transmit Services 
 

‘SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOP’ 

As you may have gathered by now my favourite recipes are the easy 
ones. This recipe for strawberry mousse is simple and only uses a 
small quantity of strawberries. I must say, though, that the job will 
be much easier with an electric whisk! 

Strawberry Mousse       (4 portions) 
4oz (110g) strawberries – 1oz (25g) castor sugar – small 
carton double cream - strawberry jelly. 
Sprinkle strawberries with the castor sugar. Dissolve jelly in a little 
hot water, and make up to ¾ pint (425ml) with cold water. When 
almost set whisk in the cream until the whole is light and fluffy. 
Mash strawberries with a fork and fold into the jelly and cream mix-
ture. 
Pile into a bowl, leave until set. Decorate with strawberries and 
place in the fridge until served. 

Penny 

OTTERFORD  
PARISH COUNCIL 

On the evening of Tuesday 13th May there were 
two meetings of Otterford Parish Council – one was 

the usual monthly get together and the other was the eagerly antici-
pated Annual General Meeting of the Council.  There were twelve 
people in attendance – one TDBC Councillor, three OPC Councillors, 
one Police Beat Officer, six parishioners and the Clerk! (what a good 
job there were enough refreshments to go round!) 
The first part of the evening was given over to the Annual Parish 
Meeting, reports were presented from representatives for: 
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Marti Spencer M.I.P.T.I. 
 

Holistic Health 
Therapist 

20 years experience 
 

AROMATHERAPY 
STRESS CONTROL 

NUTRITIONAL ADVICE 
 

Buckland St. Mary 
Tel: 01460 234 614 

 

Pure essential oils are 
extracted from various parts 
of flowers, herbs and resins 

and have properties that help 
enhance physical and mental 
wellbeing, activate the body’s 
natural healing process and 

strengthen the immune 
system. 

 

STRESS – Not all stress is  neg-
ative – it can be 

stimulating – but it is 
recognised that in excess it 

can cause:- 
INSOMNIA, FATIGUE, 

DEPRESSION, ANXIETY 
PANIC ATTACKS, MIGRAINES 

DIGESTIVE & 
CARDIOVASCULAR PROBLEMS 

 

A treatment can help relieve 
stress and promote deep 

relaxation 
 

AROMATHERAPY can safely be 
used in conjunction with most 

conventional medical 
treatments 

Rights of Way & Footpaths – 
Mostly in a reasonable state of 
repair (thanks to cooperative land 
owners). 

Highways – Somerset Highways 
are doing as much as they can 
subject to funding, although con-
cerns have been raised about the 
speed of vehicles along the B3170 
at Brown Down 

The Parish Hall – goes from 
strength to strength, it is in use 
almost every day of the year and 
finances are healthy. 

The Leisure Project – New con-
tractors have been appointed for 
the grass cutting for this year - 
new bark has been supplied to 
supplement the ‘soft’ landing area 
around the equipment - some 
brackets have been broken on the 
swings because of inappropriate 
use of the equipment by young 
adults ( the swing chains have 
therefore been removed until re-
pairs can be effected) – In the 
continuing absence of sufficient 
parental interest in the running of 
the Leisure Field, Otterford Parish 
Council has decided to take over 
the scheme. 

Otterhead Lakes – Much clearing 
work has been done around the 
lakes (and much more is needed). 
A plea was made for more volun-
teers to help with necessary work 
(see the new website: 
”www.thelocalchannel.co.uk/
OtterheadEstate”). Notices are to 
be placed around the lakes that 
ALL dogs must be kept on leads 
at all times. 
The Tree Warden Scheme –This 
has actually been discontinued 
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MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE 
SELF DRIVE OR DRIVER AVAILABLE 

4 BUCKETS - TRAILER - DELIVERY 
HOME EXTENSIONS - DRIVES - GARDEN WALLS 

 
 
 
 

SW  SERVICES LTD 
CHURCHSTANTON 

VERY COMPETETIVE RATES   wpwellsburr@aol.com    CALL 07801 072263 

but our ex-Tree Warden is willing to carry on with his former duties 
and will ‘keep an eye’ on the trees within the parish – for this grate-
ful thanks are due to John. 
Neighbourhood Watch – After a sticky start to the year in terms of 
co-operation between the Police and NW, a new system of organiza-
tion has been introduced and things seem to be improving apace. It 
has been a relatively quiet year with only a handful of reported inci-
dents within the parish. 
Police – Maria Jennings is our new Beat Officer and together with 
four PCSO’s she is responsible for an area of 150 square miles!  She 
and her team will endeavour to visit each and every one of the 
twelve parish meetings on a regular basis.  She said that in the past 
year there were only 33 calls to this parish (7 burglaries, 3 criminal 
damage and 23 accidents and incidents). 
The general tenor of the reports is that the parish is in a pretty good 
state.  The Chairman thanked all the Parish representatives for their 
work and enthusiasm and he also thanked the Councillors for their 
diligence. 
That brought the first meeting to a close, at which point light re-
freshments were partaken to give all those present the strength to 
press on to the second meeting… 
The May meeting of OPC began, as is required, with the election of a 
Chairman and Vice-chairman for the coming year.  Tony Beaumont 
was re-elected Chairman and Rosemary Viant was re-elected Vice-
chairman with no other nominees – so that didn’t take long!   
In Community Time it was agreed that the Council would ask Som-
erset Highways for a site meeting to discuss the options for action to 
reduce the speeds at which vehicles travel along the B3170 through 
the parish. 
The application for a licence to hold the ‘Buddhafield event’ in the 
field at the Culmhead crossroads was also discussed – the Council 
were opposed to this on safety grounds - 
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      RUTH & NICK STRANGE 

Telephone: 01823 601565 
Email: beechhayes@aol.com 

HOME OF THE BLACKDOWN BANGER. 
GLOUCESTER OLD SPOT PORK. 

NATIVE BREED GRASS FED BEEF. 
HOME BRED, GRASS FED LAMB & MUTTON. 

FREE RANGE HEN, DUCK & GOOSE EGGS. 
CHRISTMAS POULTRY IN SEASON. 

See us in Churchinford Village Market on the first Saturday 
in every month & Churchinford ‘Square’ on all other 

Saturday mornings. 

3,000 people are expected to attend and this will seriously overload 
our roads; on health and safety grounds – the toilet facilities alone 
will be a nightmare and 17 fire sites are scheduled!; on crime and 
disorder grounds – there will be insufficient police cover to ensure 
civil compliance; and on public nuisance grounds – the noise levels 
are likely to be unacceptable and the applicants are asking for the 
right to make music etc. for 24 hours a day from 16th – 20th July. 
TDBC Councillor John Thorne kindly offered to present this Council’s 
case at the Application hearing. 
The setting up of a Community shop was also discussed and ap-
proved in theory. 
Much of the correspondence was, as usual, of the ‘noted’ variety and 
under ‘Planning’ an application to extend Lake Cottage, Bishopswood 
was not felt to be contentious, whilst the application for extensions 
at Montgomery House, Feltham, has received official permission. 
The business of the evening being complete, the Chairman declared 
the meeting closed at 20.45. 
The next scheduled meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th June be-
ginning as usual, at 19.30 – there will probably be room for you 
should you wish to join us. 
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Barbara Simpson 
Clerk to Otterford Parish Council 

Churchinford Moor Lane Plant Sale  
£596 was raised for Church and Hall funds. 
Thank you to all who gave plants, draw prizes and items for Bring 
and Buy Stall, also to all who helped make it a success to all who 
came and gave so generously, hope you went home happy with your 
bargains. 

Margaret Crabb 
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Prepares a wide selection of the finest homemade foods in the Blackdown 
Hills. All are made from local free range produce. 
 

Something to tempt you ! 
Delicious chicken & Tarragon or Pork Terrine.  

Chicken Liver Paté, Game or Pork Pies. 
Chocolate tart — Heaven on a plate! 

Fresh tangy lemon tart. 
 

Hampers are available for trips to the races or for picnics -  
call me for details. 

 

See me at Churchinford Village Market every first Saturday in the month, 
Trull Market 3rd Saturday in the month or call me with your requirements. 

A wide selection of pies, terrines, patés, quiches, canapés, preserves, puddings & cakes, 
also catering for special occasions. 

Telephone 01823 601099 or 07989 802042 

CHURCHINFORD AND DISTRICT  
VILLAGE HALL 

 
Saturday, 10th May, saw the staging of the annual Moor Lane Plant 
Sale which seems to be settled at the Hall as a permanent venue 
now that Mike Venn has moved away from the village. More immune 
from adverse weather conditions there as well! 
As usual, there were plenty of plants to choose from and residents 
supported the event in large numbers as a result of which, the mag-
nificent sum of £556 was raised, this being shared equally between 
the church and the hall - a very welcome input to the funds of both 
bodies. 
Many congratulations are due to the organisers - mainly church ori-
ented, it has to be said, who put so much effort into the sale and it 
is to be hoped that this occasion will remain a regular fixture on the 
calendar wherever it is held. 

Mike Taylor 
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 Brides Revisited 
Your Chance To Take Part In This Historic Event 

 
Need an excuse to wear your wedding dress again? 
Now's your chance! 
Regular advertiser Martin Street Photography is cele-

brating 30 years in photography and would like to extend an invita-
tion to past couples to take part in a mass Brides Photograph at the 
Honiton Royal British Legion Club on Sunday 29th June to which the 
local press will be invited. 
Having photographed in excess of 800 weddings Martin and Jan 
have lost touch with many of their brides and grooms so if Martin 
Street Photography had the honour of photographing your wedding - 
you're invited! 
If you would like to attend, please e-mail info@martinstreet.co.uk 
with names of those attending, your address, daytime tel. no. and 
date of your wedding, putting Brides Revisited as the subject line, 
OR phone Martin on 01404 41182.  
They would like to hear from you as soon as possible. 

View from the Chair 
Churchinford Preschool  

and Daycare 
Sometimes it seems as tho’ us Committee types 

spend an age debating and box ticking and getting bogged down in 
policies not of our making… and sometimes a lot of really great stuff 
happens all at once. Joe Rapsey conjured up a fantastic trike shed 
which will make the outdoor toys much more accessible to the chil-
dren, Graham and Mike made us a little richer, Ross Henley too 
when he kindly called by to see the new window he helped fund, 
Leisha brought rhubarb (no custard sadly) and planted it too, the 
parasol came allowing those of us who wished to, to stay pale and 
interesting out of the sun, or more likely just dry when it pours, and 
Richard & Elizabeth have transformed the nettle patch into a butter-
fly paradise. 
The grass is of course romping ahead and the dandelions seem to 
raise up their heads and roar ten minutes after I’ve mowed out the 
last lot. Still there’s a new climbing frame out the back and the chil-
dren love it. It’s a joy to watch them. 
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GRAHAM’S  

GARDENING SERVICES 
 hedge cutting - mowing - strimming 

and general garden maintenance 
sheds and fences painted 

competitive rates 
call:  

01460 57531 evenings (after 8pm) 
or 

07941 196989/07904 178325 anytime. 

Stephen D Sparks         Steven P Dodge 
Specialising in Extensions and 
Renovations 
Carpentry and Joinery 
Alterations and Conversions 
Roofing and Loft Conversions 
Replacement Windows and 
Conservatories 

     Free Estimates  
      All work guaranteed   

30yrs experience 
Middle Willand Farm 
Churchstanton 
TAUNTON 
Somerset TA3 7RL 
Tel: 01823 601219 
Mobile: 07778 743698/ 
              07786217911 
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CBO COMMUNITY BUS 
Members of the scheme and of the public in general 
are hereby advised that the Annual General Meet-
ing of the Company will be held at Churchinford and 
District Village Hall on Friday, 20th June, 2008, 

commencing at 7pm. 
Copies of the Chairman’s, the Hon. Secretary’s and Hon. Treasurer’s 
Reports will be available at the meeting but anyone who is unable to 
attend but would like to have copies of these can obtain them from 
the Hon. Secretary, as under, after they have been approved by the 
AGM, by written application. 

M. Taylor 

By the end of the summer term we will have to say goodbye to Mrs 
Kate Burns, our Manager/Supervisor. After many many years nur-
turing our Preschool and helping it to grow into the wonderful set-
ting it is today, we will be sad to see her move on… but wish her 
every joy and success in her new job. 
We may still be looking for an assistant to work with Lesley and An-
drea, so give us a call (07815 440757) if you think this could be 
you! 
…and I finished the veg patch!!! …and weeded the beds… and 
mulched… and cheered up the pots!!! 
There was a wonderful lady in the Village who taught my eldest the 
quick way to count to 100… one, two, miss a few… ninety nine… one 
hundred! We will miss her too. 

Selena Mitford 

Buckland St. Mary Church 100+ Club  

Winners for the Month of April 2008 
  Amount  Number  Name of Winner 
   1st Prize - £20.00  37  William Butt 
   2nd Prize - £15.00  25  Mrs Vi Clapp 
   3rd Prize - £10.00  6  D & A Smith 
   4th Prize - £5.00  58  Carol Lane 
Drawn by Mrs. Marjorie Butt or Mr. William Butt     
  at Buckland St. Mary Post Office in the last week of the Month.   
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CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST 
 

STEPHEN WAPLINGTON, 
MSSCh, MBChA. HPC Registered 

 
 

EXPERT FOOTCARE IN YOUR OWN HOME 
AT NO EXTRA COST 

 

For friendly and professional treatment 
please call: 

 

01404 861328 

                         

BUCKLAND ST MARY TODDLER GROUP 

Toys and equipment suitable 
for newborns and upward 

Ride-on toys and slide 
Tabletop activities 

Refreshments 

Thursday mornings 10.00-12..00 at 
Otterford Parish Hall (Bishopswood) 

For more details please ring Melanie Tuffill  
01460 234325 or just pop in! 
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Churchstanton School 
News 

 
Mrs. Simmons is co-ordinating a book exchange where children can 
bring in a book to loan or just borrow a book. What a good idea—
this is happening monthly. 
The U9 and U11 Football teams entertained Combe St. Nicholas at 
home; the U9s lost by 4 goals after a hard fight. But the U11s won 4
-2, the highlight being goal keeper William Papworth’s amazing goal 
from his own goal straight in to Combe St. Nicholas’ goal—well 
played  everybody. 
The Friends Quiz & Promises Auction raised an amazing £1820 and 
our thanks go to everybody who went, bid, gave promises or helped 
in any way to create a fantastic evening. We are very grateful to the 
Friends for their contribution to school improvement—our new 
climbing wall is a great hit in the playground. 

Chris Hopcraft 
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DORSET AND SOMERSET AIR  
AMBULANCE 

GARDEN 
OPEN 

at  
Pear Tree Cottage Stapley 

Churchstanton Taunton TA3 7QA 

BBQ SNACKS 
CREAM TEAS 

12.00 NOON until 5.00pm 
SUNDAY 15 JUNE 
9 hole fun putting course  

in 2.5 acre arboretum 
PLANTS & OTHER STALLS 

 
Admission 2.00 Children 50p under 5’s free 
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Churchstanton Church  
Fun & Fundraising 

 
David Dobinson has asked me to write a little 

something about forthcoming events. I only hope I can deliver with 
as much as wit and enthusiasm as we have seen from him over the 
years! 
Our next event is the scarecrow festival, taking place on the week-
end of 29th and 30th June. 
It really doesn’t seem like 12 months since the Jolly Scarecrow peo-
ple invaded our village but  it really has come round again. So many 
people were thrilled when they saw what was possible last year and 
we hope that many more will be inspired to take part this year. We 
have included an advert and application form in the pink pages of 
this magazine and look forward to seeing those applications flooding 
in! We would particularly like to have more entries in outlying 
“clusters”. Come on Bishopswood—its really fun! 
On the 17th of July, Joyce Lockyer is kindly holding a coffee morning 
at her home and as if that weren’t enough we have an absolutely 
fabulous event organised for the weekend of 9/10/11 August. On 
the Friday night the Diamond Dogz will be playing Burnworthy Man-
or, followed at the weekend by Burnworthy Revisited – a fête in the 
grounds of Burnworthy by kind invitation of Lizzie and Rupert. Any-
one who went last year will remember the wonderful event with tug 
of war, vintage car show, stalls, widescreen presentation of live F1 
Grand Prix and children’s amusements. All that and a scorching hot 
day. More of the same weather is already on order. 
We look forward to spotting you and the scarecrows at the end of 
June! 

Claire Bleloch 

Bishopswood Ladies 
A change of programme due to the last-minute 
cancellation by the speaker meant that Bishops-
wood Ladies had to provide their own entertain-
ment for the May meeting.   This they managed ad-
mirably, with anecdotes about eccentric local char-
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MARK STAPLE 
 

CARPENTRY 
 

Professional 
Kitchen Fi er 

 

Supply and fit or fit only 
 

All aspects of carpentry 
and 

home improvement work 
undertaken 

 

Tel: 01823 413663 
Mob: 07798 830365 

RICHARD 
BROWN 

 

ELECTRICIAN 
 

Prompt Professional Service 
 

Sockets 
Lighting 
Rewiring 

Upgrading Fuse Boxes 
 

Part “P” Registered 
 

( 01823 680389 
Mobile: 07721089209 

acters, tales of meetings with famous people, and most amusingly, 
embarrassing moments they had suffered. Some of these last pro-
duced gales of laughter from the listeners. 
As usual, varied activities have taken place during the month. The 
scrabble group  have been meeting regularly on Monday afternoons, 
and are achieving some fabulous scores. The group will now have a 
summer break and recommence in the autumn. Eleven ramblers, led 
by Cindy Beaumont, walked 7 miles around Wellington and Langford 
Budville and were surprised to find such attractive, and to them little 
known, countryside almost on the doorstep.  The bells are develop-
ing their repertoire and will be playing at the Beer Festival, after-
noon only! The skittlers lost both their last matches, to Clayhidon 
and to Margaret Hill’s team but enjoyed themselves nonetheless. 
The evening concluded with refreshments provided by Pamela Bam-
ber and Julie Campbell and enjoyed by all. 
The next meeting will be on June 5th, when Tony Lister will be 
“Talking Guidedogs”.  Visitors will be very welcome. 



54 

 

Mark Farmer 
for 

LOCAL PURPOSE-MADE 
HIGH QUALITY 

JOINERY 
 

…..Windows, doors 
 fitted wardrobes etc. 

 

Ullcombe Joinery 
Telephone: 01404 861421 

After 6.00p.m. 
 

when you can’t buy it  
“off the shelf” 

 

Listed properties a speciality 
 

ULLCOMBE JOINERY 

 

Blackdown 
Property maintenance 

 

Repairs to houses/sheds/guttering 
Patio laying/drain clearing 
Basic plumbing and electrics 

small building works 
Tiled and laminate flooring 

Stables (partitioning & maintenance) 
Field Shelters & poultry houses built 

Land/garden maintenance  
including fence repairs 

Also 
Plans etc. drawn up for 

consent/approval 
 

Ring/fax: David Lowe 
01823 601048 / 07855346843 
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Quality Bespoke Joinery 

 
From bookcase to staircase 

 
For Free Estimates Contact 

 
Richard Bradbeer 
07969229909 

Unit 36a Fox Moor Nurseries Haywards Lane 
Wellington Somerset TA21 9PH 

Yarcombe & District  
Young Farmers Club 

Members from Yarcombe YFC have travelled to 
Blackpool this month to take part in the national 
federation AGM, where young farmers from all over 
the country gather to take part in social activities, 

sports competitions, other many other contests. They had a fabu-
lous time and thoroughly recommend it to all other members. 
We have had a very successful month raising sponsorship for our 
members for their Tanzania trip with the auction of promises held at 
Axminster Guildhall raising over £2300 and over £1000 taken at the 
open day at Owlhayes Farm. Thank you to everyone that has sup-
ported us over both these fundraising events and making them a 
success. 
Duncan Broom and James Burrough took part in the East Devon 
group stock judging day on Sunday 20th April. Duncan came 1st in 
the beef and sheep senior competitions with James coming 2nd in 
the Beef and sheep classes.  
8 members have traveled to the Milky Way adventure centre to 
meet up with other members from the county to have a good time. 
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Garden Design 
 

Green Leaves 
Home: 01460234062 
Mob:  07812045805 Sue Betteridge 

All aspects of garden maintenance,  
Hedging, Mowing, Pruning, Clearance 

Alex Stevens, Bradley Every, Tom Aplin, Patrick Stevens, James 
Burrough, Tim Munt and Samuel Parris pulled TOW at the Outdoor 
activities say at Bicton on Sunday 27th April and came 3rd in the YFC 
680kgs class. James Burrough also came 2nd in the lamb stock judg-
ing and Karen Tonkin came 3rd in the clay pigeon shooting. East 
Devon YFC won the overall points on the day. 
Also Matt Dyer, William Dyer, Ray Burrough, Sam Arscott and James 
Burrough played indoor cricket on Sunday 13th April at Cullompton 
sports centre and came 2nd beating Axminster YFC. 
Daniel Pigeon, William Dyer, Jamie Munt, Sam Arscott, Rose Dyer, 
Sarah Dyer, Karen Tonkin, Joy Davenport and Tanita Retter played 
Hockey played against Culm Valley at Ottery St Mary, we played a 
hard game but unfortunately we lost 3-0. 
Alex Stevens, William Dyer, Daniel Pigeon, Jamie Munt, Duncan 
Broom, Joy Davenport and Karen played darts at group level and 
came a fantastic 2nd. 
Jess Pearce has done a fabulous job with organizing our club shirts 
for the 2nd year in a row. Our slogan this year on the back reads “he 
who dares…………….wins” and we even have boiler suits printed up 
this year. And also Charlotte Broom (our Stock and Show Secretary) 
managed to raise £575 towards our Club show and sale this year 
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ENDPIECE 

Recently, I was diagnosed with A.A.A.D.D. - Age Activated Attention 
Deficit Disorder. 
This is how it manifests itself: 
I decide to water my garden. 
As I turn on the hose in the driveway, I look over at my car and de-
cide it needs washing. 
As I start toward the garage, I notice mail on the porch table that I 
brought up from the mail box earlier. 
I decide to go through the mail before I wash the car. 
I lay my car keys on the table, put the junk mail in the rubbish bin 
under the table, and notice that the can is full. 
So, I decide to put the bills back on the table and take out the rub-
bish first. 
But then I think, since I’m going to be near the mailbox when I take 
out the rubbish anyway, I may as well pay the bills first. 
I take my cheque book off the table, and see that there is only one 
cheque left. 
My  extra cheques are in my desk in the study, so I go inside the 
house to my desk where I find the can of Coke I’d been drinking. 
I’m going to look for my cheques, but first I need to push the Coke 
aside so that I don’t accidentally knock it over. 
The Coke is getting warm, and I decide to put it in the refrigerator 

which is a great achievement. Many thanks to Jess and Charlotte 
and to everyone who has supported us with donations.  
We had a very successful day at the Sedgemoor auction centre with 
the 2008 show and sale. John Plenty won the ewes and lambs class 
and was also the overall champion of the show. Karen Carter won 
the pig class and Jess P won the pet lamb class.  

Rachael Tucker 
Press Secretary 



59 

to keep it cold. 
As I head toward the kitchen with the Coke, a vase of flowers on the 
counter catches my eye — they need water. 
I put the Coke on the counter and discover my reading glasses that 
I've been searching for all morning. 
I decide I better put them back on my desk, but first I'm going to 
water the flowers. 
I  set the glasses back down on the counter, fill a container with wa-
ter and suddenly spot the TV remote. Someone left it on the kitchen 
table.   
I realize that tonight when we go to watch TV, I’ll be looking for the 
remote, but I won't remember that it's on the kitchen table, so I 
decide to put it back in the lounge where it belongs, but first I’ll wa-
ter the flowers. 
I pour some water in the flowers, but quite a bit of it spills on the 
floor. 
So, I set the remote back on the table, get some towels and wipe up 
the spill. 
Then, I head down the hall trying to remember what I was planning 
to do. 
At the end of the day: 
The car isn’t washed 
The bills aren’t paid 
There is a warm can of Coke sitting on the counter 
The flowers don’t have enough water, there is still only 1 cheque in 
my cheque book, I can’t find the remote, I can’t find my glasses, 
and I don’t remember what I did with the car keys. 
Then, when I try to figure out why nothing got done today, I’m real-
ly baffled because I know I was busy all day, and I’m really tired. 
I realize this is a serious problem, and I'll try to get some help for it, 
but first I’ll check my e-mail... 
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PLEASE MENTION CBO NEWS WHEN CONTACTING 
ADVERTISERS -THANK YOU. 

INDEX OF REGULAR COMMERCIAL ADVERTISERS 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE   COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER PAGE 

Aerial Erector 7  Garden Contractor 47 

Age Concern 21  Garden Design & Maintenance 57 
Arboriculture/Estate Management 32  Garden Machinery Service & Repair 2 
Aromatherapy  41  Garden Machinery Sales & Service 30 
Auctioneer & Valuer 27  Garden Maintenance 29 
Bed & Breakfast - Stapley 14  Gardening Services 10 
Breath Easy 40  Handyman 9 
Builder - General 7  Household Helper 37 
Builder - Rural, listed, Eco 29  Joinery 56 
Builders & Carpenters 47  Joinery 54 
Building & Construction 54  Land Management 47 
Carpentry/Joinery 13  Livery Stables 17 
Carpentry/Joinery 14  Logs for Sale 16 
Carpenter/Kitchen fitter 53  Massage 10 
Catering 28  Mini Digger Hire 42 
Catering 45  Odd Jobs/Handyman 27 
Cattery 37  Painter & Decorator 16 
Chartered Surveyor 38  Photographer 34 
Chiropodist/Podiatrist 49  Planning Apps. Draughtswoman 16 
Computer Repairs & Services 50  Plumbing Services 10 
Computer Repairs & Services 56  Podiatrist 22 
Conservatory Installation 22  Post Office & General Store - Churchinford 40 
Construction 15  Pre-School - Buckland St. Mary 31 
Driving School 12  Pre-School & Day Care Churchinford 6 
Driving School 50  Property Maintenance 54 
Electrical Services 10  Retirement Home 25 
Electrician 53  Self Catering Accommodation 19 
Estate Agents 38  Sewing Machine Service 2 
Farm Meats 43  Steam Cleaning (Domestic) 39 
Fencing 29  Storage-Secure containers 27 
Forestry Services 33  Toddler Group BSM 49 
Funeral Directors 30  Tree Surgeon 2 
Furniture Maker & Joinery 44  Tree Surgeon 24 
Furniture Designer & Manufacture 18  Veterinary Surgeon 9 
Furniture Manufacturer 10    
     



For routine or non urgent matters you may contact 
 
 
 

Churchstanton & Otterford Community Beat Officer: PC MARIA JENNINGS 
PC Maria Jennings’ email: ssntauntonrural@avonandsomersetpolice.uk  

 

Buckland St. Mary Community Beat Officer: PC MARK EDGINGTON 
PC Mark Edgington’s email– mark.edgington@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 

 

Sgt Andy Lloyd - andy.lloyd@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk  

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES: 
FIRE, POLICE, AMBULANCE:  999. 

 

IF YOU SEE A CRIME BEING COMMITTED OR WISH TO    
REPORT A CRIME WHICH HAS BEEN COMMITTED &/OR 
YOU NEED A CRIME  NUMBER TO SATISFY AN INSUR-

ANCE CLAIM, TELEPHONE 
CRIME REPORTING: 0845 456 7000 

THE BLACKDOWN PRACTICE 
Opening Times. 

 

   Hemyock           Churchinford  Dunkeswell   

Monday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  3.00 -   6.00 
 

Tuesday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      2.00 -   6.00  4.00 -   6.00 
 

Wednesday:  8.30 - 1.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
   2.00 - 6.00     3.30 -   6.00 
 

Thursday:  8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

Friday:   8.30 - 6.00  8.30 - 12.00  8.30 - 12.30 
      4.00 -   6.00 
 

NB  Hemyock surgery - EMERGENCIES ONLY Saturdays 9.00 - 11.00am. 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

HEMYOCK:    Appointments & enquiries  01823 680206 
    Dispensary     01823 680007 
    Fax. (Repeat prescriptions)  01823 680680 

CHURCHINFORD:  Appointments & enquiries  01823 681700 

DUNKESWELL:  Appointments & Dispensary  01823 681720 
 

BLACKDOWN SUPPORT GROUP: Barbara Starkiss  01823 681036 
 

HOSPITALS:   MUSGROVE PARK   01823 333444 
    CHARD & DISTRICT   01460 63175 
    HONITON & DISTRICT  01404 42362 
    ST. MARGARET’S HOSPICE 01823 259394 



Useful Phone Numbers 
 

Please contact us if you have any phone number changes or  
additions  you would like us to consider making to this list.  Thank you. 

 

Churchstanton 
Taunton Deane Borough Councillor – John Thorne    01823 663146 
            email. Cllr.j.thorne@tauntondeane.gov.uk 
               Blogsite  www.johnthorne.blogspot.com 
Chair of the Parish Council - Nick Strange     01823 601565 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Brian Simpson     01823 601694 
Village Hall bookings - Sylvia Pike      01823 601236 
Churchinford Cricket Pavilion Bookings - Sue Fraser-Harris    01823 421395 
Churchstanton Primary School - Head Teacher: Simon Mills   01823 601354 
Neighbourhood Watch - Richard Badman     01823 601264 
Churchwarden - Shirley Hooper      01823 601347 
 

Buckland St Mary: www.buckland-st-mary.co.uk 
South Somerset District Councillor – Ros Roderigo    01460 62081 
           email ros.roderigo@southsomerset.gov.uk 
Chair of the Parish Council - Josephine Salter     01460 234703 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Gill Horner     01460 234256 
Village Hall bookings - Barbara Board      01460 234200 
Neighbourhood Watch - Jean & Chris Watkis     01460 234226 
Buckland St Mary Primary School:  Head Teacher - Simon Billington  01460 234251 
Tower Captain - Keith Every       01460 234620 
Churchwarden - Ian Cumming       01460 234460 
 

Otterford 
TD Borough Councillor John Thorne. See entry in Churchstanton section above. 
Chair of the Parish Council - Rosemary Viant        01460 234734 
Clerk to the Parish Council - Barbara Simpson     01823 601694 
(Please leave a message if Barbara’s answerphone is on during the day) 
Village Hall bookings - Cindy Beaumont      01460 234351  
Neighbourhood Watch - Peter Naylor      01823 601106 
Churchwarden - David Ruthven      01823 601455 
 

General 
CBO Community Bus Booking - Mike Weir     01823 601333 
Somerset County Councillor - Ross Henley     01823 665988 
Bishopswood Chapel - Pastor Brian Chaplain     01460 234748 
Rector - Revd. Sue Green   email: suegreen@summit.me.uk 01823 421232 
Assistant Priest: Revd. Doris Goddard      01823 601594 
Blackdown Hills AONB - Corinne Matthews     01823 680682 
TDBC Health Response Unit       01823 356337 
Wessex Water         0845 600 4 600 
Bristol Water         0800 373501 
 

NB: For Blackdown Medical Practice information (including the Support Group),    
hospital, Police emergency telephone number and Community Beat Officer’s contact 
details for routine or non urgent matters please see overleaf. 


